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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1796. 


T AMER Canal, and Mmfilcld Inclofure Bills reported, 
and ordered to be eng rotted. 

Haughton Regts, Moulden, Ridi’em nt, and Barrington 
inclofure. North Level drainage, and Egcrton’s ej^te Bills 
were read a third time, and patted. 

A petition was piefonted againft Barwick Inclofure, a^d 
referred to a committee on the Bill, with counfel. ^ 


NOTICES OF MOTIONS. 

Mr. Francis gave notice, that on Monday next he wotil'l 
fubmit a motion r< ipeCling the fituation of the Haves in the 
Weft India colonies. When, previous to the rccefs, he had 
figmfied his intention of introducing fuch a proportion, he en¬ 
tertained ideas that it might be difpenfed with; no circurn- 
ftance had, however, fiuce occurred to induce him to decline 
it. 

General Smith moved, that the order of the day For a mo¬ 
tion relative to the eredhon and expences of bai racks, of which 
he had given notice be dilcharged. This upon the queftion 
being put was agiced to, and the motion was fixed for Friday 
the 8th mftant. 

Mi. JlIawuMttng prefented a petition from the cutting re¬ 
tail butchers, ol London, Weftminfter, and Southwark, 
ftating the diladvantages they labour under in confequence of 
impofitions piaflifed upon them by foreftallers and monopo¬ 
lizers. By fuch combinations, they were precluded the bene¬ 
fits of fair and open markets \ and obliged m* consequence to 
make dear charges, to the hardihip of the poor and people at 
at large. Mr. Mainwanng faid, he wtfhcd gentlemen would 
confidcr the fubje& maturely, and, therefore, he would then 
move, “ that it he on the table.'* On feme future day he 

Vol IV. 1796. dS would 
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would move that it be referred to a comntfttce. The petition 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

General Smith moved, “ That an humble addrefs be pre- 
fented to -his Majefty, praying that he would be gracioufly 
pleafedto diredV, that a copy of the proceedings of the late 
cOgrttfoartiak holden on Colonel Cawthorne, a member of 
pie, fhould be laid on the table.” 

The addrefs was ordered to be prepared, and prefen ted &c. 

Mr. Lecbnurc having moved, that the order of the day for 
the Houfe refolving itfelf into a committee on the high price 
of corn be difeharged, and that the order be fixed for Thurs¬ 
day fe’nnight, which was agreed to ; gave notice that on that 
day he would fubmit a motion to the Houfe on the high price 
of corn, and the adulteration of flour. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the order of 
the day for the 3d reading of the legacy Bill be difeharged, 
and the fame having been agreed to, he moved a new order 
for its third reading the next day. 

^Adjdcrned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, jipril 5. 

Tamar navigation Bill was read a third time and pafled. 




5HAmVEI.l/s DIVORCE BILL, 


The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee upon this Bill. 
Mr. Ciraharn, as'counfcl for Mr. Shadwell, having dated the 
fa£fe pf the cafe, called witnefies to prove the adultery. Af- 
ter /which this Bill went through a committee. 




V'**’ 


LEGACY BILL. 

The order of die day for the third reading of the Bill being 

‘ JiMri' Alderman Netunham (aid, fomeamendments had been 
made in this Bill, but as they were merely of a verbal nature, 
hfS obje&ions to it remained entite. He did not think it nc- 
cefistry to rebate all the arguments which upon a former occa- 

taken the liberty to fuggeft againft the Bill, be- 
c*ofc» if the general fenfe of the Houfe was in favour of 
the BiH, he Was confcibus that he could hot induce them to 
citapge tbeir fctytments. He begged gentlemen, however, 
toepnfider how veryoppreffively the a& utigh'tin feme cafes 
operate. By a fuccefiion of deaths in a family, it might fo 
happen that the fafob'property might be taxed five or fix times 
fttjtarw In tafc officers in tropica! climates, where 
$rt' p * \ ."fc 1 ' *;•; ■«- ‘ . vthty 
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they fell fatter by epidemical diforders than by the fv^ord of 
the enemy, the whole of their property might be fwallpwed; * 
up by this tax. If this bill patted, however, feme people; 
might think this the beft country in the world to fity in*. 
certainly would be the wortt to die in ; he iChould therefore' \ 
give it every poflible oppofitioh. , 4 ; 

Mr. Rajhleigh ajfo nppofed the Bill. 

General Smith declared, he found it impoffible to let the Bill 
pafs without his dtflent. He did not, like other gentlemen, 
rife to object to any particular part of it, but to object to the 
principle of it and all its provifions. If fuch a Bill had ’been 
introduced, forty years ago, he was fure it would not have 
bet-n tolerated \ he begged leave to remind the Houfe that 
the cyder excife a£t was fo extremely and generally oftenfivC, 
becaufe it empowered perums a<fVmg under the commiffioners 
of excife to enter private houfe?, and difclofe the fecrets of 
families, that the minifter at length gave it up, and the Houle, 
was aftcrwaids obliged to repeal it; and he did not ki!8lS wh; 
the commitiioners ol (tamps Ihould pofl'jfs fuch an authorii 
any more than the commiffioncrs of excife. There were 
form- things which ought to be held (acred, but they Would 
be violated by this detectable tax, which was neither more 
nor lei's than the cftablifhment of an inquifitiem. 

Mr. I 4 ox faid, fie did not rue to tiouble the Houfe with 
any further obfervations upon the Bill, which, if he were to 
make, he feared they would be inefrl^iua!; he tbfe/as his hb- - 
nourahle friend had done, to object to the whole jpfmciple of 
, it. It was a new principle, which, if followed ftp* vifoutdbfc 
^extremely dangerous to the inrerefts of fociety. There ifra$ r 
one obfervat.on, however, which he thought it ncceflary to 
otter. He had heard it ftated, that this tax on pcrfonal prio* * 

• perty would not be juft, unlefs a tax was levied upon landed } 
property alfo. In confeqtience *cf this itatementjffche ihonld 
move to have the prefent debate adjournel fill* it i#z$ founds 
practicable to bring in a Bill to levy a fimttar tax 
landed property, becaufe, although the principles of the two 
Bills yvere the fame, he unctcrftood the provHfons were d\f* \ 
ferent* and therefore, as the provifions of the other Bill w&e ? 
to differ, although it had been found. practicable to raifieSC* 
tax upon the defeent of pcrfonal property; a tax on iaad*F 
cd property, might be found impracticable. * if this, po^:, 
fition were* admitted to be t*uc, it would be partial and tmtf. 
fair to (offer a UX to,be raffed upon this. Bill and mte upon . 
the other, and as the Houfe would .thereby be .put underffome 
difficulty, he moved, 14 That a motion be made for palling the 
legacy Bill, and a debate arifing thereupon, that the debate be 

B 2 adjourned 
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adjourned to Tuefday the 19th jnftant.” He appointed that 
day fortnight, becaule he fuppofed the other Bill was not fo 
far advanced, as to admit of an earlier decifion. 

Mr. Grty feconded the motion. 
r , “ The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he agreed with the 
fright honourable gentleman, that the principle upon which 
|he two Bills weie founded was much the fame and that if 
this pafled, it would be very defirable (if upon inveftigation 
it lhould appear prafticable) that the principle fhould be ex¬ 
tended to real property. He, however, by no means admitted, 
that the Houfe being fatisficd of the propriety of impoling a 
tax upon perfonal property, which had, through the medium 
of the prefem Bill, been fully ditcufled, fhould give up a pro¬ 
ductive tax becaufe the principle could not be extended to 
J feal property. There was a material difference between thefe 
two fpecies of pioperty, theie wcie many burdens upon 
real property from which perfonal pioperty was wholly ex- 
, empt was therefore nugatory to fay one fhould not be 
If»3ced.without the other. The principle of this Bill was not 
new one, it had been eliabliflied tnntecn years; the means 
pf enforcing it only were new, ar.c the mode of extending it 
to pther fpecies of property ; the principle of this Bill was 
eftablifbed by the legacy-tax in 1783, ami tpat had been found 
bjO$..pjn£ficab!e and efficient. He law, tnerciorc, no rcafon 
^rby this Bill, after having been fo long before- the Houfe, and 
hiving undergone fo much dilculLon, fliouiJ be any longer 
delayed. The Bill for the tax upon real propet ty would loon 
fee introduced, and, he hoped, it would appear that its provi- 
flohs were practicable: but if, upon fair inveffigation, it fhould 
feem impoffible to extend this principle to real property, he 
no-rcafon why the principle fhould be gven up in this 
Cafe, in which it appeared to be perfectly practicable. 

Mr. Gres faid, the right honourable gentleman had juft 
ted it, as it had been argued upon a former occahon, 
the prpfent Bill was confirmed and recorded by the legacy 
tax of 1783. He denied, however, that it had been fo func¬ 
tioned, by parliament. Was dfere any principle more gene- 
raj^r acknowledged, he a fed, than that laid down by Adam 
Smith, in his “ Wealth of Nations,” that ** Any to* on 
mpjtalif tbi ty ifttjry is an affliftive tax?" Yet if this 
took place, VTwiOuld be completely t tax upon the capi- 
Jthc country, on that capital which, in the greateft and 
pftenftble degree/had extended the commerce of Great 
and ipeteafcd the wealth and power of her empire, 
legacy*tax was an acknowledged departure from the 

principle 
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principle of taxing the capital of the country, an# hi? ad*l&4 
the right honourable geottymalft not to do the contrary afew, 
but at leaft to entertain fc>me prudent regard for the politic^ 
and moral axiom he had juft* repeated. He cbhtcndj&i 
the right honourable gentleman was not authorised by 
legacy-tax to levy a tax of fuch a nature; the legacy ta^kft 
the capital unburdened, whereas, by the prefeut Bill, thfe tax 
would be levied upon the capital alone. Hd‘ ftatpd, for in- 
fiance, the cafe of a commercial houfe* where* according to 
the legacy-tax, the taxes were paid out of the particular le¬ 
gacies at the difcreiion of the teftator, and did not touch the 
capital left in the hands of a refiduary legatee 10 carry on the 
trade; by the tax under confidera'tfon that capital would al- » 
ways be dimtnifhcd by falling on the lefidoary legatee^ 
which no piiiiciptc could warrant. ' This might he produc¬ 
tive, thcr* fore, uf much evil. The Bill was alto liable to 
nuoiherr objeiSbcu, for although equal taxes were levied upon 
equal property to make them as equal and impaAM as pof- 
f.r'Cy it might 10 happen that the taxes on "one fpccies of 
perry m.v be unequal 10 the other on account of their b« 
paid oftener. He law no principle why the immediate fici? 
liquid not be tforvpelWl to pay the tax as well as more re¬ 
mote (uccdibrsl: the right honourable gentleman had called 
it a tax on ftrangm, it was, however, in fact, a tax upon jthe 
capita!, and -therefore a tax upon all inheritors, 
i he Houle divided. 

Jus (fir the Bill) 94 

J\C:'S ' l6 " V 
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The Bill was then read a third lime, and pafled *. 

* t ' « 

» 

DOGS. , 

A petition from the mayor and aldermen of the city of 
IVorreltcr was prefented tor a tax on dogs, which was order¬ 
ed to be referred to the committee. .<r • ‘ 

The Houle then rcfolved itfeff into a committee to talas ^ 
into contideration the Leiceftef and Wofccefter petitions fofi 
a tax upon dogs, Mr. Hobart in the chair. - 

Mr. Dent role to date is own reafonftatid the opinio fi 
other people concerning the-motion of wrnCTi he fbrrhi '*’* 
given notice fotv a tax on dogs. The objed with 

* 4 4 1 ' * 1 * S * 

* For j of thivffllf, «s feat up to His Hgtiftrof LavU 
CommoB*-, vufc Appendixvolume* ’ ' x ** * S V: 

brought 
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brought forwardthis motion was, he (aid, to produce a c'on- 
fiderable revenue, to government, and, at the fame time, in 
an efiential degree, to relieve the diftrefles of the imluftrious 
poor, an bbje£ of great importance at this period of fcarcity. 
lfjtt' ifhoulcl be found poflible to adopt the tax, it would 
pbf&fs one advantrge, which no other tax ever did, viz. that 
ittvould not only meet with the approbation of the people, 
but that they were defuousof having it impofed.* 

He mentioned a recent pamphlet upon the hydrophobia ; a 
number of letters which he had received to fhew that fuch a 
tax,was not only defirable but necefliiry on account of the de- 
ftrudion of {hep by dogs; and laft, their great confumption 
ofprovifions. Since 1755 ,a number of petition' had been 
prefented to that Houle, prating fome imctference to pre¬ 


vent the vaft increafc of dogs, which had become objccU of 
daily annoyance and furious alarm. He calculated the popu¬ 
lation of thf country at ten millions of people, and allowing 
five nerfd to every family, at two millions of families. Al¬ 
lowing therefore one dog to every family, which he thought a 
nrauerate computation, there were two millions of dogs in 
this" kingdom. The tax which he intended to fnggeft would 
probably caufe fuch an annihilation as to reduce teat number 
to bne million, and the tax which lie fhould/propofc would 
be anhukUy half a crown on .every dog witl^it dii’crimina- 
tion, except thofe which ferve as guides to blind men ; it 
would, therefore, on the calculation he had hated produce a 
revenue pf 125,000!, a-ycar. 

file preferred the Houfe to the Manchefter Philofophical 
traplaftion', in the (ecorld part of the 4th volume of which 
* 5 * 99 ° ariimals were reckoned to be annually deftroyed, and 
he 'believed he fliould not exaggerate if he reckoned (hem at 
50,000. Fifty-one fheep, worth 50 guineas, have been wor¬ 
ried and killed by 2 dog in Lancafhiie in one night. A 
clergyihan in Devcnihire had tranfmitted him a letter, which 
gaybqtiro an account of ,a dog that had worried upwards of 
409 fheep, and though 200 men, with every (pedes pf dogs, 
had aher wards fet out in fearch of him, they had not found 
hinjjkt (ajaugh ). was ftaied in evidence upon a trial be- 
rLord ChiefJuftice.Halt, that a dog had been watched, 

[.was feers to Miy*ro'fheep, and afterwards he we Jit into.a 
pond Wd waited bimfelf (a louder laugfc). . Thefe people 
ilated this fadt.to the owner of the dog, who disbelieved them, 
Te the dog was free from blood, but upon tljeir foiiciu- 
dbg was hung up the heels and he voided a confidera- 

aole 
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ble quantity, by which means he was found guilty of the ac- 
cufation. The dogs of poor people were not the only dogs 
that were guilty of this kind of plunder and devaftation, for*, 
however he valued his right honourable friend, he was obliged 
to ftate that gentlemens’ dogs were equally criminal, fincea 
dog had been obferved to do the fame in the neighbourhood of 
Hoi wood, and when tome perfons caught him and perufed his 
collar, they found inferibed upon it “ 'Right Honorable - ■■ 

he left the Committee to fill up the blanks. (A very loud laugh)* 
The dog however was pardoned out of refpedt to his matter. 
( Another peal of hughter .) With regard to the dangerarifing 
from the multiplicity of dogs, lie had to inform the Committee 
that thirty-three people applied to the Manchefter Infirmary 
in one week with the hydrophobia. So far he called on the 
humanity of the Houfe to adopt his motion, and he trufted 
that they would be the more inclined to do it, when he informed 
them that allowing a penny per day for the food of one million 
ot dogs, it amounted annually to 3,000,0001. v&ig h was 
700,000!. more than than all the rates for the aged poorof|he 



hearts, and plucks, &c. were bought up as oftal in t hat vicinity to 
feed dogs, although the pooT were glad to pureftafe fuchjprbyi- 
iions, and f; :>i ins inquiries at twenty different markets he 
learned that in London, people did the fame. He Hid fye was 
credibly informed that a lhecp’s head with the heart and pluck, 
&c. would fubiifi a man and his wife, and a couple of children 
two days. One gentleman he had heard of, who had con- 
trailed with his mealmanto fupply his kennel with wheat and 
barley flour, oats and meal at 800I. per annum. This might 
be exaggerated, but he knew' a gentleman who expended 400b 
per annum, on the fame articles for his dogs. A pack of 
fox-hounds could not be kept for lefs than xoool. Tjool. or 
20001. per year, and it was an abfolute faff, that alter along 
chace, a gentleman rode into a country town with his fox- , 
hounds clamouring with hunger, and every baker’s Ihop in the 
town was ranfacked for bread to fatisfy then*. Under all tljefe 
circumftances therefore he hoped that the isolations whicifW 
meant to propofe to the Committee woult^not be rejected. 4 \ 
He then moved that a tax of half a croWiffi head upon each 
dog fhould be refpb/ed on. f 

If that rdblution paffed he faid, Wihbuld afterwards move 
for another taSt upob unkennelled hounds, Which of! eft ran 
amongft the young cbm, and moreover did a great deal of 

mif- 
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mifcbref in the night, ; He mentioned fome inftances from the 
reports of the Boardof Agriculture. 

Colonel Stanley feconded the morion. Thequeftion being 
put, tK That if is the opinion of this Committee,' that a duty 
oftiwqfhiltmgs and fixpence per annum be impofed on dogs of 
eil^tTdefcription.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he did not think there 
was any thing unreafonable or improper in laying fome tax on 
dogs, and therefore he did not expect to hear much faiJ agninft 
it* The Committee, however, he had no doubt, would feel 
it tteceffary to draw a line of diftin&ion in this cafe. They 
■Would feel for the owners of fome dogs, particularly poor 
perfons. it was clear that the poor fhould not keep a great 
toumberof dogs; there were many indigent perfons never- 
thefefs to whom dogs were ufefut, and to whofe children anti 
family they might afford foinc rational amufoment. Such 
ought to be diftinguifhtd from the opulent; otberwife the tax 
wouldjje^ly be deemed fomewhat hnrfh. The tax itfelf he thought 
a/uftone. He thought aifo that the heft mode of laying on 
jSws duty would be to charge it a certain fum for each dog per 
annum on thofe who kept them, and he fubmitted to the Com¬ 
mittee whether there fliould not be a difference in the charge 
oh tbofc, who pay ails fled taxes and the potfo cottager. Hr 
did not fay that if dogs be taxed, that any ; *pcrfons fhould he 
aHowed to keep dogs without paying for them^but he wifhed 
to tnkke a diftin£Uon between the man in eafy circum fiances 
and the poor man. That diftinction he fhould propofe thus : 
Three killings per annum ibr each dog thatfhall be kept by 
a perfcn, who pays any afleffcd taxes, and only one (hilling for 
each dog kept by air thofe who do not pay afiefied taxes. He 
few nerreafon why this tax fhould be conftdered as entirely a 
parochial tax. Neither did he fee why it fliould hot, like 
other taxes, be appropriated for the ferviceof the State-. The 
duffing tax indeed might be well applied entirely to parochial 
purpefes, becaufe It was to be paid by thofe who are excufed 
certain rates by foe partfh, and on that account more eafily 
thlle#ed 'under; a yarochial mgulatioh, but the remaining two 
thifds of the duty; he fhould propofe to be brought forward for 
te purpofes^ Tbefedifttnftions mightaH’of them be can- 
affed when the* BUi ihould be brbcfght before a Committee of 
the whole Mouw'out he thought it feafonable to make them 
now, becaufe the fubje& might thereby be better urtderftood 
than if he had madt no diftinclion until the Bill came to be 
cuffed in a Committee. He fhould therefore propofe an 
endmeat to the prefent refolution, :' Thatinfftrad of a duty 

' ■ of 
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of a duty of two (hillings and fixpence,'there be a duty of three, 
(hillings on each dog, meaning afterwards topropofe in a Com¬ 
mittee on the Bill, that all perfons who do not pay afleded 
taxes (hall be charged only the duty of onefhilling for each dog. 

Mr. Harrifon (aid, he approved of the original refolution, 
and condemned the amendment: He thought it was ex¬ 
tremely wrong that a man who fed a dog (hould be entitled to, 
the poor's rate. It was abfolutely maintaining him for feeding 
his dog. As to the plan of the Chancellor of the Exchaquer, 
he conceived it to lie no more than a new mode of laying an 
additional tax on aflefTed houfes. 

Mr. Buxton declared he thought the propofed tax a good 
one, hut conhdering it more as a regulation of police than 
any thing elfe, and that it was to prevent a continuance of 
that mifehief from too great a number of dogs, much of Which 
had been already felt, he could not aflent to the diftin&ion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He faw no reafon why the 
clogs kept by the poor (hould be diftinguifhed frosa^others, 
(f a poor man kept a dog and received relief from the partfi, 
tire parifli fupported his dog as well as as himfelf. NeitBbL 
did he fee any good reafon why a poor man (hould keep a doj^ 
he faw many againft it. Confidering this meafure, therefore, 
as a regulation «f police, and a good one, he was ready to 
(upport it, but the minifter’s diftinction he could not 
fupport. 

Mr. Wilhcrfoi ce faid, he liked the plan of the honourable 
gentleman who brought forward the meafure, better than that 
of his right honourable friend (Mr. Pitt.) He thought that 
the humanity extended to the poor by the latter, was, in this 
cafe, miftaken and misapplied. The true fpirit of the tax was 
not to take from the purfe of the poor, but to prevent thofe, 
who were not perfectly able to bear the wafte and expence, 
from keeping dogs. He had been long an enemy to a tax on 
dogs; but he had lately taken fome pains to inquire into the 
builnefs, and he was perfuaded, that, though the hydrophobia 
did not fo often, as was generally fuppof .l, proceed from the 
bite of mad dogs, yet it was fo often the cafe, that every thing 
(hould be done that had a tendency to abridge the exceffive. 
number of thofe animals. It was in doing this, humanity 
would be beft (hewn to the poor ; for experience had proved 
that the fuderings from canine madnefs were almoft exclufive- 
ly confined to the poor. The higher orders very feldom fuf- 
fered in that way. 

Mr. Lecbmert faid he had long thought that a meafure of 
the iort of confideration was wanted in this country. He 
trufted that it would be of fervice to the public at large, and 
Vol. IV. 1796, C par- 
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particularly to the poor at this time, who felt extreme hard¬ 
ships on account of the great fcarcity of provifions. Not only 
meat, but ocher provifions were confumed by tbefe animals, 
fome of which were entirely ufelcfs ; fomc alfo were not 
only ufeful, but neceflary, and they flxould be taxed at the 
loweft rate poffible, fuch, for inftance, as belonged to the 
labouring man. With refpect to gentlemen who kept a fet of 
fox hounds, .they ought in his opinion to be compelled to pay 
high for them in proportion to their number. He thought 
alto that terriers, pointers, fetters and all other dogs which 
are ufed for pleafure—but he was going to fay that for which 
he fhould be execrated by fome part of the fafliionabie world 
—that thou Id not however deter him ; therefore he would 
fey, that ladies lap-dogs were thofe of all the dogs in rhi^ 
country that he wifhed to be taxed higheft ; they ate the 
meat of a whole family in a day. It was fhameful to fee the 
manner in which they were treated ; to fee an athletic fellow 
fix feet (J Jkjgh in a gaudy livery with a couple of lap-dogs 
iitvfer his afms, walking after a lady through Hyde or Sr. 
Jones’s Park for a whole morning, and following her home 
*wfth fuch worthlefs animals to be fed upon the luxury ot a 
table, was a difgracc to this country under its prefent circum¬ 
stances. If, therefore, any meafure ihould be brought for¬ 
ward to tax thefe animals highly above al( other dogs, it 
fhould have his fupport. s 

‘ Sit Gregory Page Turner feid, if ever a tax’was popular, 
this ! he. believed would befo; and he felt great fatisfadiion 
that he had been among thofe who. firft fuggefted it. He 
mentioned feveral inftances to fhew that dogs, multiplied as 
they now are, were a great nuifance: they not only killed 
fheep, but diiturbed public worfhip ;and there were many in 
t^e Houfe who mult recollect an inftance of a dog’s breaking 
i^oa the gravity of that Houfe with a moft ipdecorous yell, jult 
at the moment a late noble lord (lord North) was opening the 
budget; on? called out to know what member had interrupted 
the,.order of the houfe, when the noble lord, with his accuf- 
tomeef quicknefs and good humour, anfwered, it was the mem¬ 
ber for JJari-lhire,. 

Captain.Berkeley declared for one, he approved of the pro¬ 
ved fex. ' 

Mr. Dent acquierced in the amendment propofed by the 
mtmftcr. - r , 

' The refolution originally mov?d, was then put and negatived. 
The amendment, ** 1 hat it is the opinion of this Cotn- 
nittee that a duty not exceeding 3s. per annum ftall be im- 
ofed on each dog, &c.” was put and carried. 

General Smith moved thaitherc be laid before the Houfe an 

account 
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account of all the corn and flour imported into this kingdom 
in March laft, intitled to receive bounties on importation, fpe- 
cifying the quantities and the names of the ports into which 
they were imported. Ordered. » 

Mr. Douglas moved the order of the day for/the farther 
confiderarion of the report of the Bill for regulating the dif- 
cuflion of controverted cle&ions, which being read the Bill 
was re-committed, and the report was ordered to be received 
on Friday next. -- 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, April 6. 

7'hc Lord Chamberlain (Marquis of Salifbury) reported 
to the Houfe that directions had been given for laying before 
tiie Houfe the papers moved for by the Marquis of Lanfdown. 

The feveral Bills on the Table were read in their different 
llages. 

The confideration of Chriftie’s Divorce Bill wasspgftoned, 
un account of incorreCtnefs in the affidavit. 


proceed.—Adjourned, 


\ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, April 6. 

At four o'clock the Speaker counted the Houle, and there 
being only thirty.four members prelent, the Houfe adjourned 

till to-morrow. . ■ 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, April’j. 

Received feveral Bills from the Commons. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, he ro:e on behalf of a noble 
friend (the Marquis of Lanfdown) who had named that day, as 
the day on which he would fubmit-a motion to their lordfhips' 
confideration. The papers necefTary for that purpofe, were 
not yet laid upon their lordfhips table, and when they were, 
.it would be neceflary that their lordfhips fhouid have fufficienc 
.time to perufe and examine them. His noble friend was pre¬ 
pared to bring forward a motion of the greateft confequence 
to the country, at that moment. He thought however that 
it would not be fo well to name any day, at prefent, as to wait 
until the papers were on the table, when his lordlhip would 
better be able to fix upon one that might fuit the convenience 
of the Houfe. One part of his friend’s motion, he begged leave 
to amend, by fubmitting another in its room—it related to the 
produ&ian of certain papers, which, upon inquity, it was 
found, would take the officers confidence time, before the/ 

C 2 would 
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Wou!4 be able to make them out. He begged leave therefore 
to move, in (lead, for an addrefs, for the account of the exports 
and imports to the colonies, for the years 1792, 93,94, 95, to 
be laid before the Houfe, diflinguifhing each year and the 
particular colony. The motion was accordingly put and 
agreed to. 

The Earl of Lauderdale dated, that he had another motion, 
to which he could not have fuppofed there would have been 
any denial. It was far copies of the contrafts with the Eaft 
India (hip owners in the months of September and Oftober 
1795, for tranfports, for the purpofe of the Weft India ex¬ 
pedition. He conceived the produftion of this paper would 
be necefiary in the confideration of his honourable friend’s 
motion ; at lead, it would be neceffary for him, in the fup- 
pqrt which, he intended to give that motion. It would fhew 
that enormous and extravagant as the taxes, and bttrthened as 
the people were, and extraordinary as the mode of borrowing 
and apfSjtng money was, thofe contracts were the moft ex- 
jjj£vagant and unparallelled in any war, more fo than thofe 
fzivtn during the American war. His lordihip mentioned 
the ereftion of a new Tranfport Board, and commented with 
fame afperity on that inftitution. He faid he had fome how 
or another underftood his motion was to be refufed ; he be¬ 
lieved it was not common to refufe the copy of a contraft 
yyhen afked for j nay ne would (peak largely, that was, he be¬ 
lieved the firft time that fucha motion ever had been refufed. 
He ftated the, importance of (he motion to be brought forward 
by- his noble friend, and faid it would ferve to fhew their 
Jprdfhips how grofslv the public money was fquandered in 
Abe moft improvident manner, without any thing like eifi- 
cjeirt fervice in return. 

t Lord Grenville faid, had it happened that the noble Earl 
bad. given:him any intimation of the motion, fo that he might 
have informed himfelf refpefting it, he would have looked into 
ftbepaperio have feen whether a contract on the fubjeft ef a 
•military ejtpfditipp ftill depending, might not on the face of 
jfaQOmxwi fotne intelligence extremely dangerous and ex- 
‘Ariemely improper to be made publick. At the fame time he 
«Puhl . conceivefuch a contraft might be every way pro- 
per tohe epmmumcated. If it only contained matter of jpub- 
lm expence, and that was was required to be produced before 
^arliapfenr, he would be the laft .man to dbjedt to its produc- 
■** 'on. Whether the paper afkcd for fell under the defeription 
at he had juft ftated, or the preceding one, whether its pro- 
ftion would be innocent pr hurlful* he was not prepared to 
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fay. With regard to the lbrt of anticipation of debate, which 
the noble Earl had gone into refpedling the Tranfport Board, 
and other matters, he would only fay, that he relied with 
confidence on the candour and patience of their lordlhips to 
wait till the debate fhould come, and then he trufted they 
would decide how far the aflcrtions relied on now, were 
founded by the facts and afiertions they fhould hear from 
him in anfwer to them, or how far they were fupporteJ by 
the facts and arguments they fhould hear from noble lords on, 
the other fide. 

The Earl of Lauderdale in reply faid, the noble lord had in 
fome fort relieved his anxiety as to his not being able to con- 
ie&ure what Could he the ground on which the papers could 
be denied. He now found that the noble lord conceived 
what he had not thought about, viz. that a contract might 
contain a i’hte fecret on the face of it, highly dangerous to be 
made known to that Houfe, although it muft nece/farily be 
communicated and made known to flxteen per fgns. He 
maintained that the coniradt could contain no ftate fecHfc, or it 
was very ill done to truft it to the (hip owners ; and as eAi 
(hip had flxteen, it would very foon bediffufed pretty widelj^ 
His lordfhip faid he had not done the noble lord or the Board 
who a 3 ed under him, or any of his Majefty’s m ini tiers fb 
much difcredit as to imagine that fuch a reafon could have 
operated a denial of.fhe paper, nor did he believe it hid en¬ 
tered into the imagination of any one of their lordlhips to 
have conjectured fuch a reafon. It was a degree of folly 
which he fhould never have thought of charging upon mi- 
nifters, but they biought it upon themfelves. The noble 
lord would do him the jufrice to admit that he had not been 
defective in ufualty communicating to him every motion that 
he brought forward of a political nature. But as the noble 
lord wilhed to have made himfelf mailer of the fubjedl/fo as 
to examine the contract and fee whether the matter of it con¬ 
tained any thing improper to be communicated to the pub¬ 
lic, be mull fufpend his motion ; in the mean time he muft 
fay, that he doubted not, if the enquiry came before fuch act 
aflembly as would be fwayed only by argument and fail, fuch an 
afiembly as he could depend upon for their independence, and 
for being, under no influence but tbat whjeh- proved ailertion 
and fair reafoning mull excite, the queflion of his noble friend 
muft be carried; the publick however would hear and learn 
what thofe aflertions and what the nature of the arguments were, 
and they would judge for themfelves on both. Pot his own part 
he had as high an opinlorLof the inte«:my of their lordlhips as 

ti* 
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the noble lord himfclf, and he trufted the event of that day 
would justify his opinion. XX- 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, April 7. 

The Aberdecnfhire Canal Bill was read a third time, and 
ordered to be carried to the Lords. 

* Lord Stop/ord communicated his Majefty’s Anfwer to the 
Addrefs of the Houfe, for copies of the proceedings in the 
cafe of Colonel Cawthorne, informing the Houfc that he would 
give directions accordingly, 

A new writ was ordered for a member to ferve for the bo¬ 
rough of Boilincy, in Cornwall, in the room of Humphrey 
Min chin, Efq. deceafed. 

Mr. P, bus one of the lords of the Admiralty, communi- 
cated to the Houfe the warrant for the arreft of Admiral Corn- 
wallis, in order to his being tried upon certain charges, but 
which nad not been put in execution in confequence of Ad- 
jptal Cornwallis paffing his word of honour to attend. 

The report of the amended Corn Bounty Bill was taken 
into farther coniidcration, and agreed to with certain amend¬ 
ments. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.. 

Friday, Jpril 8 . 

* 

A 

The Bill for allowing bounties for a limited time, on the 
importation into Great Britain of any wheat, wheat flour, 
Indian corn, Indian meal or rye, in Brittfh Chips, was read 
a "third time, and pafled. 

' Lord William Bentinck (the Duke of Portland's fecond 
ion) took the oaths and his teat for Cam el ford. 

Mr. Rider moved for leave to be given to bring in a Bill 
to indemnify thofe perfons who have a Sled under the authority 
Of the Privy Council, of date the 22d of November la#, for 
admitting goods into Britiih ports brought in neutral bottoms. 

The houfehaving refolved itfelf into a committee on the 
Dutch Property Bill, Mr! Ryder propofed feveral refolutions, 
and the Houfc b*mg refumed, the report was ordered to be 
receive? t^jnprrow. - 


t H»/ * V Vl ’ 




COLONEL CAWTHORNE. 


-ijjpr ’"'Charles Aflorgan brought up a copy of the proceedings 
:jiTi))eVotiitTpiartial upon*C©lonei ^Cawthorne, which were 


{ai? uppn the tabled 


General 
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General Smith moved, that a copy ofthe articles of charge, 
together with the opinion and fentence of the court contained 
in thefe papers, fhould be printed. If any of Colonel Caw- 
thorne’s friends wifhed that the whole fhould be printed, he 
had no objection, though he conceived it would be incurring 
a needlcfs expence, and an improper wafle of time. 

Lord Tyrconnel moved, that the whole papers fhould be 
printed. 

Mr. Grey declared, he could not accede to the propofed 
amendment. He did not think it becoming the dignity of 
the Houfe to found any meafure refpecling one of its members 
upon the opinion of a court-martial. If printing all the 
pipers was neceflary to the purpofes of juftice, the papers 
ought undoubtedly to be printed. He was^afraid, howevejr, 
that they were fo voluminous, that printing them in a mals 
would tend to defeat any proceeding this feflion. He fug- 
gefted, that a committee might be appointed to examine the 
papers, and to report upon the evidence to the Houffefc* 

Mr. Francis faid, he agreed entirely with his honouratfe 
friend, and oppofed the printing of nil the papers, becaufe^^ 
could ferve no good purpofe, the friends of Colonel Caw- 
thorne having it in their power to make themfelves complete 
matters of the evidence from the manuferipts that had been 
laid upon the table. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, it was impoflible for 
the Houfe to let the fubjecl efcape their attention, and as it 
would be impoflible for gentlemen to make up their minds 
upon it, without having ample materials before them, he'cOn- 
ceived, that it was but fair that all the papers fhould be printed j' 
nor did be fee what reasonable objection could be made to 
the proportion. The printing could not he thought take up 
fo much time, as to render it impoflible for the Houfe to take 
fome ftep in the bufmefs, in the courfe of this feflion. ’ 

General Smith’s motion was then put and negatived, and, 
all the papers were ordered to be printed. ' 

DOG TAX. . .. 

•The report of the Committee on the Dog Tax was re., 
ceived ; containing a refolution that a duty not exceeding 3s.' 
per annum , be impofed on each dog of everydefeription. 

Mr. Dent faid, he (fill wifhed, that this tax fhould be 2s. 6d. 
on each dog, and that it fhould be appropriated to the relief 
of the poor. The Chancellor of the Exchequer might double 
it next year, and then apply its produce to the pxibHclc fer- 
vice { he therefore thought the refolution ought to be rccom. 

mitted. 
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mitted. Hff wtsalfoof opinion, that the tax ought not to 
fake place till fix months after the palling of the a£t. 

'"The Refolution was agreed to, and a Bill ordcredto be 
itttnight In. ‘ 

FINANCIAL PAPERS. 

Grey moved, that there be laid before the Haufe, 

account of all monies now due for off-reckonings to the feveral colonels, or 
CggWprxnding officers, of his Majcfty's regiments of regular, tenable* or militia 
forces j diftinguiihing the periods for which fuch off-reckonlngi arc refpe&vtly 
due. 

’ * 

An account of all monies which remained due on the fame account on the xtt 
of ^January Itft, and which have fince been paid j with an account of the grant! 
onlhf which-fuch payments have been made. 

* An account of all art ears now due to the officers of the federal regiments, troops 
and companies, of his Majefty’s regular, fencible, and militia forc'-s, diftmguiffi- 
ifig the periods for which fuch arrears arc refpeflively dur; alfo, an account of 
Hich ftrr^ipf^ahave been dtfchargvd fince the id of January l.ift, diftinguifhm^ 
thg periods for which fuch arrears wcie due, and the grant, out of which they have 
fo dtfeharged. 

An account of all pay, or arrears of pay, now due to the general und ft a IT office. * 
•f his Majcfty's forces. Hating the periods for which the f.une arc rcf^civel'/ 

fae* 

An account Of all pay, dr ai rears, of pay, which were due to the general ana ftatT 
officers of liis Majcfty's forvc: on the iftof far.uai^ laft, qnd wivch hj\r fine: 
been discharged ; together with an acco. r.t of the grant:* out of which they have 

fccenfo difehatged. 

Aa account of all pay- and arrears of pay, now due to the federal govemori, 
fiestehaat governors, and other officer of hi* Majefty's forts and garrifons in 
Oppat Britain, and part*beyond the Ccn, tearing the periods for which the fame 
ttt refpcftivdy due. 

An account of all pay, and arrears of pay, wh'ch were due to the feveral gover¬ 
nors* lieutenant governors, and other officers of his Majcfty’. forts and ganifom 
in Great Britain* and parts beyond the tea*, which were due on the lil of J*nu* 
ary late, and which h^ve nnee been ditelnr^ed j together with an account of the 
grants out of which they have been fo dite hsiged. 

An.account of >tbc £*<he<pier Bills blued on the vote of credit granted fer tile 
year 1796, with the expence attending the fame, and diftinguiffiing the amount 
iflued to discharge arrears dne 00 the iftof December 1795. 

Thefe motions being feverally put and carried} all the 
papers were ordered to be produced. 

BARRACKS. 

General Smith (aid, he felt no apology neceflary for bring* 
f&rvtftrd the motion which he was about to fuimiit totbe 

Houfej 
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Houfe; in bis opinion it was not inferior ip importance to any, 
not even to that lately propofed by his honourable friend (Mr? 
Grey). He mpant tfv the firft .place to date the amount, of the 
expenditure, then to compare it with the expence incurred, bjr 
fimilar objefts in pad times, and next to point out the uncon’ 
ditutional nature of the meafurp. The expence of creating 
barracks was alarmingly enormous, it amounted to more than 
half the film faved by Mr. Burke’s Bill for the reform of die 
civil lid. In the papers on the table, there was an account of 
money difburfed, to an amount confiderably above a million 
lierling. An edimate had been given for erefting more, to 
the amount of 200,000]. and allowing ioo,ooo 1. for bedding 
and u ten fils not included in the edimate, the expencc in au 
would be almod 1,400,0001. . The expence was not all, mi- 
nidcrs had obtained the means of confiderable influence, by the 
patronage of the offices to which this fyftem had given rife* 
There were forty-fix barrack mailers, a.barrack, mafter-ge- 
neral, and nineteen officers with falaries, amountin g.Jn all to 
11,000). If there were barracks, there certainly nuiflt be 
barrack mailer?-, he begged to know however, why barrajjB^ 
mailers were appointed, and enjoyed ample falaries before th^ 
barracks were built ? At Lincoln this had adlually been the 
cafe, befotc a Jingle line was marked out, before perhaps any in¬ 
tent.on exifted of making this erection. Such an application of 
the public money upon objects of that nature, without, the con- 
fent and approbation of Parliament, the general faid, was a 
violation of all the principles of the conditution. Why, he 
demanded, was the public money fo applied? Was that the 
way our anccftors afted when they wanted money for the pub¬ 
lic fervice? He moved, that that part of the aft, called the 
Civil Lid Reform Bill, Ihould be read, by which it was en¬ 
abled, “ that no perfon fhould enjoy a falary of more than 
500I. a-year, without an edimate being previoufly given 
and figned by the Lords of the Treafury.” The conduft 
of miniders in going to fuch enormous expence in the erec¬ 
tion of barracks, wras, he contended, a grols violation of the 
fpirit of Mr. Burke’s Bill. The Houfe of Commons was the 
peculiar guardian of the public purfe, the money of the nation 
ought not therefore to be applied, whether wadefoMy or im- 
providently or not, without an edimate having been delivered 
in t<i\and approved by that Houfe. Infc«aer times, when 
any important meafurc was in meditatio^|^|^Phfj>e*£ting officer 
was appointed, who delivered in a repdrrffor parliamentary 
c pod deration. If ip thpprefent cafe miniders had followed 
this praftjee, and fubmittea jo the Houfe au edimate of the 
Vol. IV. 1796. D expchce 
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expence of erecting barracks, he was convinced that it would 
have been thrown out, like the famous fortification eftimate. 
Mipifters, however, had firft fquandered the public money, 
and then they came forward confidently to demand the fandtion 
of:Parliament for what they had done. 

His honourable friend (Mr. Grey), the general obferved, 
had lately given a reprefentation of the financial ftate of the 
country, which certainly had never been confuted, and 
which he expe&ed would have extorted fome vindication of 
his chara&er from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He did 
expert that the right honourable gentleman who had been the 
chief promoter of the war, would have been anxious to allevi¬ 
ate, as much as pofiiblc, the expence of that war, that he 
who, in common with him and the other members of the op- 
pofition of that day, ufed ib loudly to inveigh againft the ex¬ 
travagance of a former minifler in a former war, would have 
been eager to account to the nation for the enormous addi- 
tionaVfjrpence incurred during his adminiftration in the prefent 
jpar. CEconomyhe had often extolled as a virtue, hut where 
the cecanomy in expending 1,400,000!. in the credtion of 
barracks? The expence, however, was a trifling object, 
when compared with the unconftitutionality of the meafure. 
Good God ! (he exclaimed) Was every town to be made a 
citadel, and every village to be converted into a garriton ? 
Barracks were already creeled, capable of containing thirty- 
four thoufand troops, which was double the number of the 
ufual peace eftablifhment. From that fact one of two infer¬ 
ences muft follow, either that miniftershad betrayed the truft 
pf the nation, in needlefsly fquandering the public money, by 
erecting barracks, for which there would be no ufe ; or that 
they mean to maintain a ftanding army, fiifficient to enable 
. them (to borrow one of their own expreflions) to exereije a 
rigour beyond the lavu. Was there any thing in the prefent 
Sate of the country to warrant fuch meafures being adopted 
with fuch intentions ? The people had lately met with a fe- 
-vere trial, and they had borne it with patience and fortitude. 
If .miiuiWiJrpte to have the power of applying money to one 
purpofe, w^s voted by Parliament for another, there was 
■an end <$p^,jcem^iuitipn. The conftitution was much in 
people’s tnoqps^' at the beginning of the war, in particular, 
the right honourable gcntleman had infixed, that it was the 
daivation of the coaifitutjon which prompted him to under¬ 
take the .war. He was one of thofe who was friendly to. the 
upon that principle, and he had not altered his opinion, 
[e wifhed gentlemen however would have fome regard to 
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confiftency of chara&er; and while they fiipported the.con- 
ftitution with one hand, that they yvould not attack it with the 
other. While gentlemen with a profefled regard to the con**;, 
ftitution, were fo jealous for the prefervation of the prero¬ 
gatives of the crown, and ftood upfo ftron<:Iy in their behalfj 
he begged to know what was to become of the rights of the 
people, and who was to be confidered as their protestors ? 
The minifter of this country had done more than ever the 
mod defpotic monarch dared to do. In former times the 
Kings of this country had attempted to levy money without 
confent of Parliament; a minifter of this day ventures to apply 
the public revenues to purpofes for which it was not intended, 
in defiance of the law, and to expend millions upon his ui»- 
aurhorifed fchemes in violation of the rights of the Commons. 
The general concluded with moving, “That it be referred to 
“ a committee to inquire into the amount of the expenditure 
in ere&ing barracks, to inveftigate by what authority the 
public money has been thus applied, and to rcporTftft cvi- 
“ dence, with their opinion, to the Houfe.” 

The Secretary at War rofe to reply. That the honourable! 
general was ftruck in the firft place with the magnitude of the 
expence was evident; that however proved but little; in every 
county like this the public fervice muft necelTarily be carried 
on at a great expence. The proper ftate of that queftion 
would be, not whether there was a great expence, but whether 
there was a comparative proportion between the magnitude of 
the expenditure and the importance of the objdd ? With re¬ 
gard to the objedion, that the money had been incurred with¬ 
out being fubmitted to the judgment of parliament; unlefs 
that became a queftion of mere form (and he was ready to al¬ 
low that there had been a departure from form,) another quel* 
tion would arife, built upon the fpirit and meaning of oui: 
conftitution, and upon true wifdom. Was the money incurred 
bona fide for the public fervice, which *was, from incidental 
circumftances, not regularly fubmitted to the Houfe? or did 
minifters in fad miflead the public judgment? He contended 
that no public inconvenience arofe from the mode of the ex¬ 
penditure, and that there was ho reafon to think that the pub¬ 
lic judgment had been milled. Could gentlemen pretend that 
the expences were incurred without -the knowledge of the 
Houfe? Certainly not'.' The queftion, though it had not come 
before the Houle in a regular form, had been difeufled in bther 
forms; and having the approved judgment of the Houfe on 
fubh occafions, it could not be laid tp*bome “ fub ftlentio ” on 
the nation. ■ ■ mi ' : ■ "• -"’'■*£*•* 
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It had been brought before the Houfe in the year 1733; 
?nd as it, had then come diftindly to be confidered,be had a 
right to plead the event of that difcuflion, as a virtual recogni¬ 
tion of the principle of the meafure. The Houfe, therefore, 
bad. been fubftantially apprifed of the meafure; and with re¬ 
aped: to any eftimate or details that could be made or entered 
into, he contended that they would only be a compliance with 
tnere form. The amount of the expence would have been 
rdi&cult to be afcertained in any part of the expenditure.— 
Much had been incurred on the Ipur ef occafion: and, in fhort, 
if the utmoft exertions had been made to lay the eftimate be¬ 
fore the Houle originally, it would have been a vague conjec¬ 
ture, as be had already laid, merely to fatisfy form. The ho¬ 
nourable general bad ftated, that three or four years ago there 
. .were no fuch things as barracks. Did he indeed know fo little 
bflhe matter? Was it neceflary for him to ftate that barracks 
containing troops to the amount of 20.000 men 
d been erected many years fince, and were ftill ftanding, and 
ufe. Such being incontrovertibly the fad, the principle was 
fftabiifhed. An objedion, he was aware, was ready in the 
mouths of gentlemen, viz. M that there was the lefs neceflity 
forcreding new barracks;” but there were two objedions to 
(he pld barracks: Firft, they were calculated for the reception 
.,pf infantry only; they were not made for entertaining caval¬ 
ry: and fecondly, they were placed in fttuations not fit for the 
commodious arrangement of troops through the kingdom; and 
,a$ it bad been found, in many inftances, netbeing convenient to 
tion foldiers in them, it had been neceflary to quarter them 





in inns* 

With refped to the pradice of billeting foldiers on inn¬ 
keepers, it was an old abufe ; it was a, pradice ftrange, and 
unknown in any other country in the world; the foldiers of the 
ftate were not provided at the expence uf the ftate, but at the 
coft of a particular clafs of inhabitants. What better reafon, 
tie dcfired to know, could be ftated for laying this burden upon 
joo-keepers than upon attornies, ftiopkeepers, or any other 
clafs of people? Formerly, when the pradice commenced, 
the foldiers pay was greater, in proportion to the value of the 
commodities, and perhaps he might then have been able to pay 
.for his fart as Well as any other gueft; but in prog refs of time, 
^phen there was no proportion between the pay of a foldier, and 
bj» expeiices-at an inn, this inftitution became oppreflive to the 
imw kgj-jers; and at laft fo much fo, that it was found abfo- 
*jfeitely neceflary to pafs an. s ad: laft year forjtheir relief. If any 
i-body objected, that iim-keepers mackitravtllers payi the expcnce 
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was ftill ofopprcffive operation, and borne either by ipn-kcepcrs 
or travellers, or by both. - ' , ^ 

Another obje&ion was, that when the troops, were in met 
tion in all parts of the country, they were obliged to follow ISfe 
courfe of the inns in travelling with great inconvenience, es¬ 
pecially as the number of capital inns in the country had for 
fomc time paft been confiderably on the decrease, which cdn- 
fequently made the grievance become mbretntoleri&letb'fHofe 
that remained. In fail, all circumftances combined to fetter 
the erefting of new barracks indifpcnfably neceflary. Having 
thus ftated the progrefs and reafons of the meafure, be (aid, 
the next queftion was, whether the expenditure had Been con- . 
du&ed waftefully or unprofitably ? On thefulleft irtyeftigation 
into that part of the fubjeci, he was confident that' nothing 
would appear but oeconomy and good managementfof tKejptdC 
'lie intereft; on that head he would at all times'be ready fio 5 
into any enquiry, being thoroughly convinced that^hfe-* " 
lie would be more fatisfied, the more tbe mode of expdw 
was confidered. He defied the honourable general to poini^^t 
any abufe, which when known or even fufpe&ed, was haeja^f 
flanrly remedied or guarded againft; every invefti^kitibhi he 
was perfuaded, would lead to the honour of thc ; 



that department. The honourable general had talked 1 of twk- 
pcnccs permanently entailed upon the people: he denied that 
the great expence was permanent; the ere&ion of barracks 
made one original ixpence. With rcfpe&hxthe armtial ex- 
peaces for barrack-mafters, that was permandbt; ifbarradks 
were erected, no doubt, there muft be perfiMis to takedare^of 
them: fo much for permanent expence. On the Othdf fednd, 
there was a permanent laving; and he maintained, that-if the 
old fyftem were to be continued, the annual expence to the 
public would be larger than under the eftablifliment Of bftr- 
.racks. He did not mean to fay, that the old fyftem would be 
more expenfive without the additional allowance made ttH'nn- 
keepers; but he muft afleit, thar,it would be confiderably 
greater when fubject tp the operatioh cf that a«ft of relief. He 
was certain the barracks would be" found confiderably cheaper 
in time of war, and he believed they would alfo be cheaper 
in peace. 

From the circumftance of the ere£fitm of barracks, the ho- 
nourable general had thought proper to infer, that the whple 
war eftablifhment was to be^kept up in time of peace. He 
did not then wifh to fay what peace eftablifhment it might be 
neceflary to jceep up; rt however bjr no means followed, that 
it would be neceflary to fill thofe barracks bccaufe they were 
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in exigence j when the defifed event of peace fhould take place, 
Vfoukhthe Houfea£t fo unwifely as to reckon On the continu¬ 
ance of it with fuch an extent of credulity as fo'decide in that 
naomOntthat it would not be neceffary to hand prepared againft 
the pofEbility of the return of war? f)id the honourable ge¬ 
neral himfelf think that the country ought to he left fubjedf to 
the fame inconveniences as they were at the beginning of the 
pcefent war, for-want of quarters for new-raifed troops? If, 
inflead of the prefent permanent barracks, adminiftratiott had 
|«een cOn(ented with temporary erections, repeated expences 
might beincwrcd, and repeated inconveniences fuftained. It 
Would he better, therefore, in different views of advantage, to 
fobnart to a large firft expence for building barracks of fub- 
ftarttial quality, even though part of them might remain-empty 
and untenanted in time of peace. On a general principle of 
^ferfenccj it might be neceffary to quarter troops where there 
ntO fOns , without which precaution feveral parts of the 
, fuch as towns Upon the eaft of Scotland, might be 
to the depredation of any privateer that fhould land, 
nefcbarracks were not, however, capable of maintaining an 
ettraordurary increafe above the peace eftabJifhmentj the ca¬ 
valry Oil the laft peace eftabliflunent, he believed, amounted 
to g^dotnen; the barracks erefled for cavalry would contain 
5400men* and he would put it to the Houfe, whether the 
furplus for the accommodation of 1700 men afforded any caufe 
.fergeneral alarmiand at the fame time that it could not alarm 
eiif$ the mofltimid, nor the moft firm patriot, it would be a 
convenience to have thefe furplus quarters on the break- 
ifcof a war. - The honourable general complained of the 
iiffii' patronage created by the nomination of barrack-mafters; 
if barracks exift, there muff necefiariiy be fomebody to take 
care of them $ there Stuff, of courfe, be patronage, and that 
patronage muff be vefted fomcwhete. Allowing the inff itution 
generally good, fhould gentlemen from any horror of 
ptwnage give It up. The former fyflem, he contended, had 
beet; fan of wafte and mifmanagement; in the prefent, be de¬ 
fied gentlemen to fhew a trace of either. It was to be recol¬ 
lected alfo, that the expences lately prefented to tjie Houfe in¬ 
cluded a part of the expences formerly placed to the account 
of ordnance; a part iikewife went to governors of forts and 
garrifops ; which, according to the old arrangement, was ex¬ 
ceedingly incommodious. 

With refpeCf to what the honourable general bad obferved 
to an obfervatioa of an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
jron a lormtr ttigh^ he hadpaid fo little regard to the 
* circumftance 
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circumftance when it was uttered, that, if it had not beenra- 
peated, it would have died from his memory;. it was riffling* 
in itfelf. A fadler, it feemed, had been, appointed matter ofaa- 
intended barrack ar Lincoln, but as the barrack had notbeews 
erected, he was difmifled. Gentlemen enjoyed their laugh,’ - 
bccauie a barrack-matter was appointed before'the- barrack 
was built ; was there any thing either wonderful or ridiculous 
in this ? As gentlemen feemed eager for the enjoyment of m - 
jett, it would be a pity to interrupt a gratification. There 
were, it was true, three barracks planned at Lincoln, Shtewf- 
bury, and Saxmundham; and there were barracit-maftersap- 
pointed; thefe ere&ions were found not to be neceflary, and 
were abandoned. Gentlemen however mutt know, that it was 
proper to have a fuperintending barrack-matter to treat for the 
ground, and overfee the progrefs of erection, nobody could be 
a better judge; and if the intention of ere&ing buildings fhould 
be adandoned, and the barrack-matters difmifled, ought they 
not to receive a part of their faiary for the time they w^eap¬ 
pointed ? 

In anfwer to what the honourable gentleman had ttated 
fpecting a compenfation given to barrack-matters for loling^ 
their places, the only anfwer he could give was, that he had 
never heard of any fuch thing; nay, he could ftate further, 
that no luch compenfation had been given. So far,'however, 
from the fituation of the newly appointed barrack-matters be¬ 
ing extremely lucrative, it was confidered by manjf of them 
fo much below their expectation, fo low in faiary and perqui- 
fites, that gentlemen were every day giving them. up. The 
officers under the barrack-matter alfo did not find it a place of 
idlenefs; on the contrary, they were conftantly employed, had 
no perquifites, and were obliged to give conttant attendance; 
confidcring how little temptation-there-was to feek the office, 
he confidered it very fortunate that they were filled by perfons 
of fuch relpe&ability. They were commonly half-pay offi¬ 
cers, attached by habit and inclination to the fervice, and he*. 

- was glad that there was Jych a receptacle for the old and' 
wounded officers, who had grown grey in the fervice'of their, 
country. 

He came at length, he (aid, to the conftitutional queftion, 
which he confidered as intimately conne&ed with the fubjeft 
of the debates that took place in the beginning of the prefent. 
feffion of parliament. That very reafon f he meant the con* 
ftitutional queftion) would have forced the Houfe -upon the - 
prefent fyftem of barracks, or upon others of alike nature- 
If they thought, that there were men audio were lahouringqight 
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.and day to Breach upjiad.dot&riyes in this country, would it 
f l^PniupttipTial in the gov^^ent to withdraw tlie Soldiery 

^;d f by them? ^>|>ycyent them from hearing 
, esIhcMkatingreyolt, fedjfofo and treafon* which, the law 
’ Would prevent them from teaching ? home perfons were foch 
^ .advocates for free difeuffion, that "they had no obje&ion to allow 
dodlrine to he taught, truftmg only to the antidote which 
. grguoieiit could befiow, but to their, mode of reafoning he 
ciot^d not furrepder bis own judgment. The law certainly 
y ffid ihi$ jfaj that jt would be improper to prevent the foldiery 
yfjrom intlntHlg. Rich principles, neither 4 »d the conftitution fay 
,fo. If therefore there were foch men abroad, he would adopt 
the .method of cure prescribed in a Frqnch comedy—“ If I 
cannot‘ foake you dumb, I will make you deaf." Upon that 
( '.principle jbe rcmovalof the troops from the danger of being 
tampered with had proceeded. He was defirous that the fol- 
s fhould, be conftdered as citizens; and in order that they 

^ 111! be fo cojifidered, he would withdraw them from bad 
M and dangerous counfei; he would, in that cafe, a£f by 
J^Sem as He would adi with his own family, his own children. 

« rutting the poifohous infoGon of.fedition however out of the 
f queftion, the good dlfcipline of the army made the meafure 
sidvifeable: the iriftitution of barracks would tend to the com¬ 
fort as Bellas to the obedience of the foldiers. In public- 
. fcoufes they were under a continual temptation fo. contract 
' expeiices whidh,tj>ey could not fupport, and vicious 'habits 
which cotddifoiihWbenefit themfelves nor the community : this 
they muift either do or live in tniferable dependence upon the 
bounty of the innkeeper, Living in a pdblic-houfe was there¬ 
fore morally ahd politically exceptionable. 

After u.rging many further objections to quartering foldiers 
on inn-keepers, thtfaSecretary at War came next'to arifwer 
many obfervations made by the honourable general* refpe£ting 
an expression which he had ufed early in the teffiohy that,' in 
Certain circumftanceS, it would be juftifiable as if might be 
4 xtsceflary to have recourfe to a vigour beyond the law. . The 
expreffion he had certainly ufed; and when he recollected the 
* circumftance iri which he Hood When he employed it, be faw 
no reafon to fhrink from the fend men t which it conveyed. 
It,was on a memorable occafton that the expreffion fell from 
him, when.it was affirmed that the duty of allegiance had 
fc d t yid that refiftancc to government Was rib longer a 
Ron,of duty, but of prudence. . That ftruck him to be 
unqualified cecomfoeodatiori' of direft dv^refiftapee; and 
foemea to threaten'a 'dilution pf ihd govrirpmeiir: * ip that 
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fixation he faid, that goverment muff execife it yigour be¬ 
yond the law; and, in doing fo, he laid no more ttfim tyhat 
was conveyed in the maxim, Silent leges inter arena—* Wh'en it 
is isnpoffi'jle to preft rve the forms of law, becaufe the oppo- 
fiw pary appeal.-- to another declfion. 

..^■AAfhen a rebellion cxilkd in the country in the year 1745, 
was not that dope which was jieyond tne vigour of the law f 
The government tindci fuch circumftances is obliged to have 
execution in the field. Tb-rc was nothing unjuftifiable 
then, foie in the expreilion, a., applicable to a cafe Of the nature 
in quefti >n. The government was then driven into a fixa¬ 
tion 111 which it wa- a queftion of arms only, and not a 
quefl-on of law of conUttution. Having touched upon that 
topic, he could not help adveitmg to the obfeivattons of an¬ 
other honourable gentleman, whom he wiflied prefent. That 
honourable gentleman had thought proper to deliver an opinion, 
and exptefs a hype, “ that the army entertained too juft a 
fenfeof their duty as citizens, to carry the bills therein agi¬ 
tation into cfix'd.’* This was, in his opinion, a deafiwrj^ 
nioft dangerous, tnifehievous, and wicked, and he was vs^F 
to hear it broached in an aflembly of fuch high authority. He 
knew of no luth duty in the foldiery, and he could not let 
the dodrine p,f» without reprehenfion. The duty of folders 
was to uphold the government of the country, and to ad with 
as much energy, under a ftrong impulfc of duty, in oppofing 
thofe within the kingdom who would trjitoroufly and wickedly 
overturn the exifting government of the country, as againft 
any foreign enemy. Such would be their duty on fuch an 
occalion. Did not the foldiers ad with as much energy in 
1745, againft their rebellious countrymen, as againft the Fo¬ 
reign foe ?—-and had not the rebels tMm as many excufes for 
their condud as they would have ban'lately ? In the year 
1715 did they not ad in the fame manner? If shefoldiers 
had refufed to quell the mobs in 1780, wh^t would have been 
the confequencc ? The city of London would jhave Been in 
afhes. During the riots in Birmingham* if the foldiers bad 
not aded with vigour and tiled, me mod dangerous and 
dreadful confequences might have rcfulted. 

After further pointing out and enforcing the neceffity of 
obedience to government, the Secretary at War faid, that if 
fuch a dreadful cafe fhould ari'fe as he had mentioned, When 
inflammatory and feditious perfons ftiould oppofe me govern¬ 
ment by force, it would be neccifary to ftep beyond thy vigour 
of the law. No general rule of W could apjpjy fuch a 
ica St 1 it' would make a law foritfelfi but fo tong a 4 the con- 
Vol. IV, 1796. E ftitutiaft 
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H-tution Should exift, while the King, Lords, and Commons 
ihould exift, it was the proud and ftcted duty of the foldicr to 
ftand up in defence of law and the conftitution, and to oppoic 
any rebel or democratic traitor who Ihould refill the luthotity 
of government. Such was the duty of a foldicr; and the 
man who maintained the contrary, maintained a do$rmr» os 
remote from the law and the. conftitution, as it was from thr 
feelings of this country, and’if he had not been fuicthat the 
occafion did not admit of the ammadverfion, it might has e 
become ai|<Mftton whether the individual who had matntuncd 
inch a do&rine (hould not be proceeded againft as a tiaitoi. 
Having ftatedfo much on the geneial queftion, and in sindi¬ 
cation of hts former aflertions $ and aho declaring that he had 
Jlo hefitation m faying, that the foidiery could iu ver he fo 
dangerous an engine 111 the hands of the crown, as whui m ide 
the luppolters of rebellion, and the inftruments of the fuiy 
of miigliided repubheamfm, the honourable Secretary co 1- 
clnded^ by giving a duesi negative upon the honourable 
gejj^ai s motion. 

'rt Ar. \i . A Taylor fold, whenever a confltrutional queft on 
Was brought forward in that Houfr, and fupported by his 
frifcnds, it was the conft intard uniform pridhci of gentlemen 
on the other fide to endeavour to render it perfcJh nugatory, 
fo that henceforward all the precept* and opinions o e their m- 
ceftors might be difpifed and ujufted, and eicry ronftitutional 
authority tn their hbraucs be committed to the fl mies. The 
right honourable gentleman h 11 found that there were but 
tw6alternatives to avoid the objedt of his honourable friend’s 
motion, and he had very artfully cholen that which wis belt 
adapted to his prefent firuation He had concluded his fptech 
with a ftnng of mnfms t® -which every gentleman in the 
Houfe mull fubfcribe>*imd confiftently with the ufua] fertility 
of his imagination, had created a number of phantoms, every 
one of Which militated againft bis ou n arguments. The right 
honourable gentleman in the flout ifh of his peioration had 
pompoufiy pronounced, that if the people rebelled againft their 
King or the lawful government of the country, in fticb cafe 
the troops were justifiable in adting againft their fellow citt- 
Was there any man doubted the fact I Was there 
any itfan who would trot fabfotbe to it as freely as the bo- 
f^bte gentleman f why therefore then dwell upon It with 
apparent warmth, if it were not to divert the mind of 
Hshfe from the real And juft object of the honourable 

^eaeraTs motion ? 
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The right, honourable- gentleman next aflerted, that the 
principle of cantoning the military of this country in barracks, 
was not .a new principle, as it baftbeep recognized by parlia¬ 
ment. Where , had the honourable gentleman learned this 
doctrine ; he di4 not formerly profefs it } . Ho could tell the 
Houle**where. He had learned it ftneeiift, kept company with 
tbofe men whofe intereft perverted every hpneft refolution, 
and cflabliftied fophifticated fentimenis* He was iorry that 
right honourable gentleman had been drawn into tijat delufive 
vortex, and he Jiyed to lament his fell. There wf$ a ^time, 
however, when he had heard him jay down opinions Conform¬ 
able to the maxims, ,of ages, opinions which ahnqft fiafhed 
conviction upon every hearer. He had now, however, done 
that which even his right honourable friend had prudently 
avoided ; when he brought forward a motion of fmvilar ten¬ 
dency, three years ago, his right honourable frifend did pot 
prefume to give it his decifive negative; but cautiouflygot 
iid of it by moving the order of the day. The fight flb p ou r¬ 
able gentleman had endeavoured to fanCtion the prefent - 
ten five praflice of ereCling barracks, by faying that he though 
gentlemen had approved of the principle, when barracks were 
eredled on the eaftern coaft of Scotland. Did not the ho¬ 
nourable gentlemen recoiled that Fort Auguflus was erected 
from necelEty, not principle, becaule there were no inns nor 
cantonments for foldiers to be quartered in, and becaule it 
was absolutely necefTary to proteS that coaft from the dpf- 
ccut and depredations of hoflile privateers., ,. The right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had gone farther, he. had even ailprted 
that parliament had always, recognized the principle. He 
called upon him to lhew hun one inftance of parliamentary 
recognition. Had one qu eft ion ever.Jeen brought forward 
-to convince- the Hopfe that a change of times, of manners, 
and opinion's, rendered a change of principles expedient? 
Was there one folitary application to parliament, one weak 
attempt, to fhew them that of two evils, arid undoubtedly the 
building of barracks was an evil, as he would argirp by and 
by, theyought to elude theleaft? No, not boe,aud he defired 
him to produce it.. He did not indeed attempt to prove ft, 
but content himfelf with cbildifH arguments,. So-, fat from, 
parliam^ntj haviftg^rM^nit^^e^ ^ hu^ng^bar- 



raejes* they .were firft dsmdeffo^^ 
tl»t .as "he m in^t^ufew^ 

denctj near. Shemeld, where thfcy began to befp o^. 
eteebd. He was the firft perfbn!,|^o.., 4 took: any hoBce of 
them, and brought on a difeuftion about them. When he 

E 2 enquired 
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enquired fe Shhffidfd^dnmr the mode- in ■ which :they were to 
be paid had whether the charges were re come into /their 

efti«bate*ibe was informed chat it was (h expected. •:, Upon 
this-infoririation he examined the efiimates and found an arti¬ 
cle for building barracks at Sheffield 5 if that urcmpltkrtce 
Jiadlriot occurred, Who would have thought of .looking into 
the efei mates lor fuch a charge ? He believed alfo that the 
praflieeofbuilding barracks had extended without the con¬ 
tent Of paHtdment, and that the fum charged for barrack 
maftersand other perfons concerned in them, was enormous, 
compared with the nature of their duty. 

The tight honourable gentleman had nacre than infinuated 
that he imagined peribns of a feditious and traitorous ddcrip- 
tion were employed to fisduce the army from their duty and 
allegiance, 1 - If the fa<5l really were fo, he foppofed that they 
sgtight eafily be found out. If foch icditious perfons there 
Wse% why were they not brought forward r It had been date d 
that 'jrd$>ers of an inflammatory nature were ;lu».w. into the 
pliers quarters to corrupt them, and he bt ggoJ to be ir.» 

1 or Hied whether pipers of a fumlar nature might not alfo be 
thrown into barracks ? If any feditious people did go into 
public houfes to incite the foldiers to mutiny, they were i bie 
to heavy penalties, and furciy the Jigut honourable gentleman 
would not pretend to fay that government had not the power 
of indicting and punifhing them ? Where were their ‘pies at 
this critical juncture ? Probably tniniftors had by this time 
been fufficiently convinced that foies were of little or no 
life they were therefore cautious how they grounded an ac- 
cufetion upon their authority.- ■ Barracks, however, were to 
be their only fafeguard*: Did foldiers then never go out when 
they are cantoned in bfcr racks?- Ware they always kept under 
lock: and key ? Always fattened to a chain and guided by 
theuE leaders ? Did they never live with their families, never • 
mingle with the world as citizens, and {hare alike the blef- 
fings and, contagion of foctety ? He hoped not fo. Automa- 
ton tri^pSMof fuch k^fcfpiine migbh do dor drill, but the beft 
fupport of government, and the braveft defenders ofthe rights, • 
1 iberries, religion, and property of the kingdom, where thofe 
men who have ah Infefeft In -all, and partake of the comforts 
they afford. bis opinions upon the 

'* of preferving the charadcr/of the 

psrabteybe dedined going over the 

ten or twenty years' 
unfortunately engaged 
the American Wari t&ia for whofe memory he entertained 

" • ' all 
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all due *efpe<^ (Lord North J< if that noble-ford, at 
merwrement of that unhappy war, had thought of ittfro&ttftfi^.w 
fuch a fyftcm* and a fyfrem the pra&ice t£ building barracks, 
might be called, he would have beet* loudly cenfured by the 
whole.nation ; if he had thought of introducing fucb a fyfteo* 
at the clofe of that unhappy war* when he was attacked by 
the right honourable gentleman oppofite,.{Mr-Pitt}rfor bis 
prodigality and weaknefs in the conduit of it, he wAs fuse 
that the right honourable. gentleman would have been, fore- 
moft in cenfure, and one ofits rnoft ftrenuous oppofers, 'Time 
however, altered mens fentiments, of which the right .honour- 
able gentleman oppofite (Mr, Windham) Was a melancholy 
iufhmce. When heblamedothers for denying the practice 
ot building barracks to be eftabllfhednpon ‘principle, did be 
,*rro!l?ct that he had never himfelf held the fame language? 
When he threw obloquy upon their arguments, did bethink; 
the influence of the crown had decreafed, and that to keep the? 
cotVtituUou.il balance in equilibrium, it was expedient 
it : J: inch were irs rriiicohccptions, it was fit that he 
be ict right. It w;is fit he fnouid be informed that the influx! 
ciice ot government had in created to an alarming degree, and 
was iir.reafed roy by his coalition and that of his aflbeiates, 
by the number of places winch were obliged to be provided 
for them, among which the patronage of barracks was -by 
no means an unimportant confide:anon. Was no part of 
this patronage exercited with a view to a general ele&ion?. 
He believed it was. It war impoffible not. to. perceive the 
growth and extent r.f this influence and patronage. Adver- 
tifements of new offices daily Hared.him.itMbe face, and the 
formation of the traafport office of yefterclay was foliowedibp 
by the creation of the barrack office of $j|-day. Where thio 
- would eruMSod only knew. Eachday the Cxceffive burden* 
which theeftabli foment of thefc new offices occafions, with all 
the load of barrack mailers and dependants* become more- 
galling and oppreffive to the people, and, therefore,* ^when. 
gentlemen talked of fedition and diflpyalty, they ought to 
prove their affections, he defied them to give.any proof, for 
all the proof that could be given was op bis fide of Che qud- 
tion, which proved that the people were more than ordinarily 
loyal and obedient, or they would notbfiarvffie burdeps ylhicb. 
a war carried on in fo fcandalous, fo foameful,. ai “ 
a manner hadplpdwBedfe;‘They muiLindoed,be>li»ya^4R*lm 
extreme* to -fbC«r,'<twp'sifiilions' : of • • 

l&CQtd '' 5 ..‘-"n * V; ^ • <' fv i ■ i & ; • V x :/ 
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. The 'Right : gfcnttemeD'^'iiletfhped that there 

wtft *to barrack msjfct s ajj^wted for whom he could 
ifot JbSfrrer, that htf was extremely happy that an opportunity 
was offered to him “to provide for men whole fervices entitled 
them-to fome remuneration from their country, and that all 
WHo were appointed were qualified for the appointment* Vim 
would difeharge the truft and duty repol'ed in them with fi* 
delity'. abd honour/ 'He did not attempt to follow the right 
Hfon<>ur^b|t gentleman throughout the whole of his high-flown 
fkikigffijft but ,he beared that fome of thefe worthy men would 
he expired’to {hew their influence fome way not connected- 
with thebufitiefs of that appointment, or. the management of 
tkUFraclai' He flfould like to know were true. He, 

Ijad read an account in a printed rc$£it <Sf 'Vspeech of his ho¬ 
nourable friend (iMr. CreyJ of the appointment of a barrack 
matter at Lincoln, where no barracks were erected, to whom 
if cofopenfation was afterwards made. He knew that Lin- 
<o!n^bnt members to parliament, and he accordingly made 
enquiry about this barrack matter. He was informed 
’.{bathe was a very good kind of main, a fadler by trade, a good 
tportfman, a dancing-mailer* and a matter of the cue monies 
ws the Lincoln gflentbly. He wifhed therefore to be inform¬ 
ed what fort of conned ion there was between a daiuing- 
maffer arid a barrack-matter, and of what fervice a faddier 
cottid be to a regiment where there were no horfes'. He had* 
however, he believed, obtained a true account, of the real qua- 
lifeattohs of tbis.barfaek matter. He was a good clcdtioncer- 
ing man, and had formerly been a ferviceable agent to a fa- 
mflyfofhis acquaintance. That family’.hadftnee fallen a 
little into decay, and as'the dancirtg-maflerflirewdly imagined, 
he fliould be betterjjpaid if he efpqMfed the Lutereft* of the 
other party* he cf&filH hands, changttf partiyers^aiid footed 
c&¥ the'othef fide with Lord Hobart and Colonol Cliw(home. 
And this 1 he believed was the true caufe of bis appointment. 

Why, however, were barrack-matters appointed before the 
htftstd^ r ‘kyerc efoefod? The right honourable gentleman 
fo^dSji&tTOffa^kifoaffcrs ferved to point out the lines and 
tfte' places.' '"Tfois’Hvas the fir ft time that he had ever 





to ’ be' wbfid in this in- 
It explained. VT^e itfjfa' bo- 
t if .the principle 

gp-iotedmittedy Ipi'^^Eif^foftanc^ it ^ad-''beert.found fo . 

fo pblftfd if Emitted, 

uit ! '¥ekfiy ! #akTo'-gbbd 1 ‘TM l t ftfob'ght-fo 'bij'lfdcbghiked,' why 
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was not a regular motion made for that purpofe ? Blrt ^wr¬ 
ing all th'is,\vhat Had It to do with the motion of his horifop^, 
able friend t hi? motion regarded not the expediency, tUt^. po¬ 
licy, nor the utility of the barracks themfelves; it related fo- 
iely to the expenditure of the (urns of money demanded for 
or ?d foe mode of that expenditure. Then why was not 
this motion granted ? The jeafon was plain and evident 
Minifters do not like inquiries, becaufe tinpleafant things are 
apt to come out whicl\ do not redound to their honour. AH 
inquiries were therefore unfortunate,, while an admiarftration 
is making every thing fuitable toele&ions- and the retention of 
their places. He cautioned them, however, again# the treat¬ 
ment of confti tuttortal quefrions in" fuch a way. They ought’ 
to he fairly met /and openly difeufled. Our anccrftors were, 
he obferved particularly Careful to guard again# the ereflioua 
of inland fortreftes and barracks s if they were fo jealous ia. 
iuch cafes, he faw no reafon why we. foould not befolikeyeifo^ 
unlefs the right honourable,gentleman could prove the pr^eotj. 
period was wifer than former times, anjd the prefentadmintOTIta 
tiun wifer than everv coriditutlcnul authority that went befon 
it. The fact was, there had neither been oppofuion nor admi-, 
niftration in any former period that did not reprobate the 
building of barracks as dangerous and trnconfrituuonaj.. He 
relied upon the wifdom and fuperior talents of the Houfc, and. 
could not fee why he (hould not give his hearty ailent to foe . 
motion, _ <■'*'£'■ 

The Secretary at XVar rofe to explain, and |atd he fow no 
jnconfittency in what he before ftated, as jfc fodler might ,be 
very well qualified tp fuperintend the buildmg of barraeks,but 
he had merely difroifled, not appointed the barrack m after -off. 
.Lincoln. ./ . .. , ’ • 

Mr. /Vx adfoeCEed the’ Speaker in fub$*nce as follows : 
'•‘‘lam ha|pf foW the rijfot honourable gentleman opposite 
to me, as’ bclng particularly connected with the department to 
which belongs the cognizance of that which a the object of 
this evening’s difeuffion, has thought proper to comeforiyard 
in Co full and explicit a manner; I am, at the fame time, proud 
to confefs, that I differ with him upon almo# every point , 
which he has advanced, and have no hefitatiqn tod-dare, ia , 
what that difterenCf corififts, though 1 . 4 o hot intend 
length into the confederation df aft ot them. He has,'dMta 
ever, alluded to ^ ‘ 


my attention , apdifodhas. I 
mxtit made ufe> sff jNi'a former ^ 


vanced at general principle, which I 
aud ever will entetfaiflti a principle wht 
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efpoufed/ an! which f* believe to he efpoufed by aknoft all 
thcfe with whom I have the honour of a&irtg. I metin - the 
general principle- of refinance; the tight inherent in free Then 
to refill arbitrary power, whatever fhape it may affume, whe¬ 
ther itbe exerted by an individual, bv a ft rate, -or by a king 
add Parliament united. This I proclaim as my opiai*» • »*» 
Ae fupport of this principlel will live and die. ThedifcofRon 

«f thfr'principle is not neceflarily involved in the prefeht quef- 
tfotr;! ihall therefore content myfelf fqr the prefcnt, with thus 
Again fefcrly Hating it. The right honourable gentleman has 
nHb brought forward another general qbeftiod, more tlofely 
connected with the fubjed df debate, but the fame time not 
Altogether neceftary in its decifion : I fpefck of the comedtiOn 
Which ought to fnbfift between the military arid the rdl of 
their countrymen, tip on this point f am indeed proud to 
differ with the right honourable gentleman. Becaufe, fays 
K there are bad men and bad principles abrtwd in the coun¬ 
try* the maitary muflr be fecluded from the fociety of their 
^ijww-fubjecls. Heathen moft aptly introduces the language 
f. ef the nrocki-dodlor, and fays, “ Ifl cartnot make others dumb, 
I can make them deaf.” I will place them entirely out of 
reach, where no fuen doftrine fh<dl affiil their cais. Whn 
is the full meaning and extent of thss doflfrine f Can the right 
honourable gentleman make his troops partially deaf? can he 
prevent them from liftemng to the voice of fediwoa, without, 
at the fame iime,fhurting them fiom the knowledge of thoic 
gCheral principles of rational liberty, Whofe animating in* 
fhiehce, 1 fay, ought to enfpire the foldierS of a free country ? 
'They ought not, fays he, to be taught dffobedtence. God 
forbid that they fhoukl; but is it not a plain proportion that 
Inififbrimtnate obedience tS-' not ■fhe doty of atl Englilhman, 
whether he be a foldier or tfif other ■eSfixen ? Wheie com- 
itrtnds aw illegal,’ it is his tfuty to refill them/ The right 
honourable genrietoert, furdy, does not intend to fay, that ms 
tsoops OtouJd- be altogether deaf-if he doefj it will be in 
^vdfttfoJr'him to look for an army in this country, poffdled of 
thlsyfiyfica! advantage: he mm call m foreign 'aid; he mull 
afrdnee introduce into the bofbm of our ifland, an army of 
foreign mercenaries. 1 Ignorant of an/‘'-language but their 
n «w«7they would be foffierlenriy desif for all the'purpofes of 
i#n. It DrtMM; be'efiritfgh that tbCy fiiould Ondcrftood 
Officers, and might eafily be brought^ aWn fbtmer times 
fcft wcateft AbPwBfirrifiB mM genettff liberties of the 

ikWtf,"- ' >’<► * . .J| I ' •«. > V 
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« EKclnfrvely'of whatl have already urgs^L I differ m this 
qucftion, upon the point of prudchee and podiof, If one fyftein 
ic more corrupt and inimical to freedom than another, it is the 
jyftem of barracks. What was a£fua 41 y*tfe© cafe in France? 
Was not tbe mode in which their hrmy was cantoned out in 
barracks a principal operative caufe in* producing the revolu¬ 
tion ? It is beyond all belief aftonifhing, that while- we 
declaim lo violently upon the ftate to which prance has been 
reduced, we at the fame time are purfuing the veryraeafures 
which are likcly .to bring us every day nearer to a funilar fttu- 
ntiou. The honourable gentleman fpeaits of thofe who preach 
tip doctrines hoftile to the couiftitution, but permit me to fay, 
it is not Mr* Paine,-nor much more ingenious men than hr, 
who, by any thing they fay, can injure the confhtution. 
Thofe are its real enemies who are cohftantly making practical 
comments upon fuch authors. .Thole -who with me admire 
our conttitution, are of opinion, that the conftitution, if 
flridlly adhered to, has fufficient energy to defend 
ferve itlelf. Paine fays that our conftitution is a mere 
a mockery : that there i$ no real check upon the exercife 
the powers of government. - Do not miniftars pradfically 
the fame ? Do they not, year after year, day after davy pals 
acts in direct violation of the acknowledged principles of the 
coijdicu'.ion ? Their man i felt breach of the appropriation! act, 
ns lately proved, mud befrefh in our recolje&ion. Thefe 
deviations they pretend to juftify on the plea of needfity. If 
.this plea is at any' time to be received with,'jealoufy, it muft 
be in the prefent infiance, and it is indeed curious to obferve 
,the language by which this meafureis attempted to be defended. 
In the mode of granting the money* fays the honourable gen¬ 
tleman, there may podibly have occurred fome deviation from 
itrici form*;but nothing has been done fubitantially prejudicial. 
Wnar, is it from him fuch language was to be expected ? 
From him who has. a fandlified horror at every thing which 
hears the femUance of reform- ? From, him who on the fubjedt 
of a reform in die reprefentation, ticmbled at the banc idea of 
taking one ftep towards innovation ? is, he the pedoo who 
comes forward and tell us that forms, may, be difpenfed with ? 

“ Hut let us fee.what is actually the .form, as it is called, 
which we are defined thus to difpenfjsi with. Are we not rather 
defired tx> difpenfe with a fundamental principle of theconiti- 
tutioo? Are we not delired to di£pen». w«h the exercife of 
that control which we ought to have over s tbe public pipfe, apd 
called upon to fa nation thofe expeifeefi which never obtained 
our content ?. The confltuuton. lays,, that money canoot be 
Vol. IV. 1796. ‘ 'F railed 
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Ttifed without the content of parliament. Has that not been 
done in the pr efcut inilancc i I aft, is it, or is it notj a prirr* 
eiple to.be advanced and fupporied in this Houfc, that where 
conficierable expence is to be incurred, leave for that purpofe 
is to be obtained from parliament, and not from the executive 
government? When the queftion of barracks was under thfe 
contemplation of government, ihuuld it not have been folemnly 
brought before parliament, and xindergone that grave conf¬ 
ederation the importance of the fubjedt demanded, and not 
merely laid before them for their approbation, after all the ex- 
pence has been incurred ? In the common affairs of life, if a 
lervant comes to his mailer wanting iocol. for any particular 
purpofc, the mailer would naturallv deliberate on the propriety 
and neceffity of the propoicil meafure j but were his ileward 
to*inform him he had adkually expended a few thoufand pounds 
in fuch and fuch a way, the mailer, I prefume, would be ape 
to flartle at this being done without his previous confent; and 
Were the ileward tojuftify his conduct, by faying be conildcred 
a mere matter of form, the mailer would no doubt give 
fervant to undcriland, that fuch forms were not to be dif- 
penfed with.The ileward might then be induced tojuftify 
himfelf on the fcore of neceffity. Cafes might Certainly occur 
where fuch a plea might be admiffiblc, but rhey muft be cafes 
neither of any great magnitude, nor where the fame purpoie 
could not be equally well eflcdtedin a different and more iatis- 
faelory manner* 

“ We are told that the magnitude of the expencc is nothing, 
for that all State expenccs mull Ire great; I have always un¬ 
der flood, that in proportion to the magnitude of the expence, 
io is there the greater reafon for inilituting an inquiry. The 
expence in the prefcut inilancc is unqueftionably great; and 
how is it attempted to be juflificd f We are told that the dif- 
icrenr circtmiiflances occaiioning it were unforeseen. Tlm r 
indeed, if any, is the only excufe which can be made ; but 
murk the inconiifteticy, oliferve the application of this excufc 
to- the manner in which the fubjedt has been treated this 
evening. We are told that barracks were eredled, and the 
exjience incurred upon the fpur of the occafiou. This is the 
excufe, but not fatisfied with that, the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, in the fame breath, enters intoan elaborate juilification 
of the propriety of keeping them up as a permanent fource of 
, .frjcpence. He informs us that neceffity produced all tilts of a 
■ 'luddeii, and at the fame time allures us that it has been long 
' a matter of experience, that the military could not be properly 
accommodated in any other manner. The plan hal avowedly 

-■ been 
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keen long in agitation,hutminifters have never thought ptqpet* 
is they ought ro have done, to bring it regularly before thirf 
Houfe. They hsvc, on the contrary, incurred all the ex- 
pence, and gone oni in the profecotion of an extenlive fyftem,* 
without the anthority, and in abfolute defiance of Farliamenr, 
When I talk of creeling barracks on a fyftem, the fight 
honourable gentleman may perhaps not chtife to underftand 
me. I remember a difpute I had with him upon the laws of 
nations. Thofe he treated with very little ceremony, and. 
feemed to be of a firailar opinion with citizen Genet, who 
thought that without any great loft, they might ail be thrown* 
into the faa. If this fyftem is to be defended, and defended: 
in fuch a manner as I have beard to-night, we may difpofe im 
the fame manner of all the.laWS of England. -,We may, when 
we pltafe, throw into the fea, the Commentaries of Mr. Juf—* 
tice Biackftone, and all the brilliant fpeeches on this fubjje£l 
delivered by the late Lord Chatham. We are triumphantly-' 
told, that our anceftors gave their occafionai confent to 
a meaftire. What! can the honourable gentleman fay, ther^^ 
is any lefcmblance between fmaH cantonments partially 
raking place, and the whole army of this country being con- 
ftantly tecludcd from the reft of the inhabitants, and ihut up* 
in permanent barracks? I certainly do notafk much upon the 
prcicnt necafion, when I demand, that before we introduce 
innovations contrary to the avowed do&rines of Juitice 
Biackftone, and other conftitutional writers, parliament ought 
to be conlultcd, ought to hive time for deliberation, and ought 
to have given its lolemn dccifion. 

44 Great reliance has been placed upon the argument, that 
this fubjedl was actually difeufted, in the debate upon a motion 4 * 
brought forward by my honourable friend who fpoke laft. 
That motion was for the purpofe of palling a xefolution, that 
fuch a fyftem as was then entered into of erecting barracks* 
was contrary to the practice and example of our anceftors. 
What was then done by this Houfe? they did not put adireft ’ 
negative upon this, but got rid of it by the order of the day. 
Can this be called a faiemn dcclfion of Parliament, upon the 
principle of this meaiure? The moft that can be laid of it is, 
that they did not disapprove of what was immediately doing, 
but, that,deeifion gave no countenance.whatever to the unau¬ 
thorised expenditure of ; public money. * I very,well recalled^, 
that'Cbaedebate, in which.I took a (hare, by no means turned 
upon* the principle, i but upon the words of the motion* The* * 
honourable gentleman has certainly- Iogic*enougb to perceive 
the di/fcrence, and to allow that the denial of any particular 
' F 2 propofition 
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propofifion is not an univerfal affirmation of its oppofite. But 
how .Hands this qvteftion with the conftitution ? 1 ,'Its opprtfers 
fay it is. but a name, but a morkery of a conftitntion. How 
many melancholy fatfls daily occur to juftifv the aiTertion 1 
Targe.ferns are expended without confuking Parliament, with¬ 
out bringing forward any eftimate whatever j a thing fttrely 
not difficult to beobtainid. An argument has, with propriety, 
been adduced from the Civil Lift. The king has iti’not in 
his power to make any ari.ingcment in his parks or pleafure 
grounds, where a falary is to be given to the amount of 500!. 
per annum, without an. order palling the figr» manual, and 
being approved by the lords of the Treafury. I applaud this 
with reluctance, as I do any thing relative to the manage¬ 
ment of the Civil Lift. But I have not beard ofany eftimate 
on the fuhjedt of barracks being approved by the lords or the 
Treafury $ if there has, why has it not been prefented to this 

honourable gentleman feems to hold all nrgu— 
flB^r.cnts of fact extremely cheap. He fays, he un.lcrftands our 
manner on this fide the Houfe. I think he was long enough 
with us to underftand our fentiments likewife; and he ought 
to know, that when we talk of rhe incrcafe of patronage, it is. 
not as a- mere matter of declamation, but as an object of 
feiiousappiehenfion and danger to the liberties of the country. 
He defi. ri'.s himfelf by faying, What! would you deprive the 
poor officer of this his laft refourcc ? I know not how many 
worthyobjedis may be feledicd to fill fuch fituahons under 
government, but I do venture to fay, on good authority, that 
many are appointed for no real purpole but that of forwarding 
smniftenal elediions.. There is an oftenfibie and a fecret pur- 
nofe combined. It is, in the language of the right honourable 
gentleman hrmfelf, like a theatrical drift, where the gold and 
embroidery -lerve to conceal the dirt and dcwlafs beneath. 
The honourable gentleman tells us, that no barrack malitrs 
were appointed without an intention of eredting barracks. I 
lardly, indeed, could fuppofc that they would be lo bad as to 
.‘promt barracK mailers without any intention at all. He al¬ 
lows. however, that there were three inftanccs where no duly 
whatt ver was performed. He has appealed to the honour of 
, gentleman at the head of that department, as Barrack 
.•--JViaffcr General, for the propriety and economy.oi the manner 
which the bufinefs is Candudied. Dees he not recoiled*, 
tuat to pledge a man’s honour is not the moft honourable 
, mode of accounting; and that to fuch a man it may be an- 
fiVC 1 have r:o intention of diffusing the point ot honour,. 
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but I want to know what you have done with the money, 
for tnefe different leafons i exceedingly approve of‘^point¬ 
ing a committee of enquiry, and if it ftill be refitted 4 , 1 do 
&y, however liable I may make myfelf to invidious obfer- 
vadans, that wc have but a mockery of a cotiftitution. If 
mimfters disregard a!! fundamental principle*, if this Hottfe 
quietly tolerate their exccfles, if the power of railing and 
applying money be exercifed, not by the Houfeof Common^ 
but the king’s mmifters, what is our conftirution but a farce 
and a mockery i 

u \Ve hear many orations upon the neceffify of obedience 
and fubjeclion to the law ; if thofe at the head of the govern¬ 
ment paid equal deference to the laws with the other orders of 
the community, we fhouid have very little reafon to complain* 
Example would avail ten times more than precept. It is 
ftrange that thofe who have the law courtantly in their mouths* 
lliould with equal conllancy be acting in dire£t oppofition to 
it. My honourable friend who fpoke before me, i^nftratvd 
this fubjc£l by an attufion to what patted on the 
cation Ait. The lllulfration was certainly in point. IV^r* 
Houle had not entered into the examination of that fyftcni 
previous to its bang carried into execution, what would have 
been the conlcquence ? Would it have met with the fate 
which it experienced ? By r.o means. Had rhe cxpcnce been 
fitft iocurr.d, and the plan brought forward afterwards, this 
Houfe, I believe, would have acceded ro the meafure. I am 
not, indeed, lb {anguine as to imagine, that the barrack fyftem 
would, in thefe degenciate days, have been refitted, even if it 
had been brought forward in .. way equally regular. Bulat 
Ah events, rpinilrers would have acted more openly and avow¬ 
edly in the bulmcfs ; And if it had been thus carried, it would 
have been, as it ought, an act of the legiflnturc, and not merely 
of the executive government. The only tools which mind- 
ters fcenn not to think dangerous arc edge tools, they play 
with them with all the complacency imaginable* I repeat* 
that i:\e maintaining a {landing army in this country, and 
diffolving ri;e connexion between the ioldicr and the citizen, 
is a {abject of the highelt delicacy, of the greaieft intricacy, 
. And is not thus wantonly to be fported with by tninifters, 
. without condescending to coufult the wifdom of parliament r 
TVe feem to have .thrown away all that conftitutional jealoufr 
Which ought ever tp he awake in a free Country. Wc have 
facyrficed it to a falfe alarm. T he exorbitant power and in¬ 
fluence of .the crown in this country mutt ever be pregnant 
.with iwggK to its.liberties.' In better times than thefe, the 

* opinion 
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opinion was that iir ought to be curtailed 5 and, in the prelent: 
day, is There no ground for a continued and watchful jealpufy i 
On the ^contrary,' the more power we give, there is a greater 
caufe for jealoufy.. Such was always the opinion of our an- 
ceftors, fuch ought to be our opinion, and before miniflers . 
dared, in the prefent inflance, upon a pica of neceffity, to 
trample upon the righ’s of Englilhmen, it would have been 
but decent, even for form’s fake, to have given this Houfe an 
opportunity of exercifing its deliberative fun&ions before a 
sneafure was carried into execution fo hoftile to the general 
freedom and happinrls of tire nation ? 

The Chancellor tf the Exchequer faid, it was his with to di« . 
ve ft the quell ion then before the Houfe, of the general con¬ 
siderations inwhich it had been involved in the courfe of the 
debate. He did not think it necedary to enter into a difeuf- 
fion of the various principles which had been darted, and 
which gentlemen had thought proper to argue. He only 
rpeant tc^narrow the queftion and confine it to the topic on 
immediately depended. At the fame time however 
fife took notice of the difeufiion of general principles, he 
thought it but juft to cxcufe his right honourable friend for ad¬ 
verting to them, as he Had been unavoidably led to it by the 
fuggeftions of the honourable mover of the queftion. Since 
the dodtrine of reiidance had been mentioned, a dodtrme 
Which had been fo completely miftated on the other fide of the 
Houfe, he was glad that it had once more been brought, 
before gentlemen, as his right honourable friend had fo fully 
explained it, that he had placed his fenfe of it only out of the 
reach of the mod malevolent comment. The right honour¬ 
able gentleman (Mr. Fox) had been guilty of milconflrudlion, 
when He obferved, that foldiers, by living apart in barracks, 
would be excluded the fociety of their fellow-fubje£ls: did it 
follow, that becaufe they weft not to be continually.cxpbfcd 
to the danger Shaving (editious fentirnents infuled into them by 
the fa 61 iousand the difeontented, that they were entirely to be . 
fhutout from thecommuuity at large ? Were there not, in moil 
hours of the day, opportunities allowed them to enjoy the 
converfation of their friends and relatives ? Were they de¬ 
barred from cultivating thefe pleafurcs which they might be . 
enahled to relilh in fociety ? certainly not;—every proper in- . 
dujgence, confident with the welfare and happmefs of the 
military, was permitted, and they were ontypre vented from 
fociety ffld time when the worft difpofed part of the comom*. 
nityimight, with fuccefs, indill into their minds fentirnents 
of the moft pernicious tendency; "and hoftilt to the conftitution. 

The 
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The hours ofnight and of relaxation were belt adapted to fuch 
dangerous purpofes, and the fyftem of barracks would only. 
go to prevent them from mingling in the moft unguarded 
moments with profligate and factious company. The ex-* 
clufion, therefore, fo much exaggerated by the, right honour¬ 
able gentleman, was but a partial exclufion. It did n|t lepa-< 
rate them from harmlefs and fociable connexions, flit took 
away the frequent opportunities of cuntraXing vices. Tho 
right honouaable gentleman had maintained, that the fyftem 
was a novelty unauthorized by the conftitution. “ We,” 
fard the Chancellor of the Exchequer, “contend, that- we 
have been fanXioned by the judgment of the legiflature, and 
that inftead of introducing anew fyftem, we merely carry an 
old one to a greater extent.” The honourable gentleman 
faid, that the principle was not approved by parliament be- 
caufe the motion of his honourable friend three years ago did 
not receive a direX negative. The reafons why it did not 
were evident. Firft, fomc Words of the motion were objeXed 
to becaufc they amounted to a total condemnation 
principle ; fecondly, others were not founded upon faX, 
caufe they aflerted that our anceftors had never recognized the 
principle, when the contrary was undeniable, and, laftly, 
others could not be difputedon account of their authorities, and 
therefore the only way to get rid of it was by moving for the 
order of the day. If the principle had been, wholly repug- ‘ 
nani to parliament, the country, and the conftitution, would 
they not have taken fteps to nop it ? And confequentiy, as 
they did not, their couduX was to be conftrued into a tacit 
and implied approbation. , , ‘ 

The manner and procefs of ereXing barracks could not fiif- 
niih any argument with refpeX to the novelty of them; a flow 
expenditure had gradually taken place for four years, and 
though there might be fomc irregularity in not fubmitting ef- > 
timates of the cxpences to the Houfe of Commons, yet fub- 
ftantially confidcred, the judgment of parliament had pafled on 
the fubjcX. He would alk, if any thing had been undertaken 
or executed to the prejudice of the public, by profufe and un*< - 
neceflary expenditures f The right honourable gentleman was 
of opinion that there had ; that was indeed a matter of opinion* • 
unfupported by proofs; he would however maintain, that S' 
the Whole plan were again to commence, nothing could be done 
cheaper and more for the permanent advantage of the nation. 

Jf there ware any r*$fon, any kind of ground to fay,, that the 
quantum of the’ expenses had not been moderate, feme plea 
might juftly appear agakift the conduX of -the executive go¬ 
vernment, 


i 
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vertimeftt; ■ f?ut* fihee there ilid riot appearthe fmalleft ground 
to pfofce wither; went'of wifdom inthetyfiem, or piifmanage* 
metit {n the. execution, with -what propriety could the Houle 
confettt to inftitute an inquiry ? ' i 

It had been argued that government bad no right to employ 
rnqney ini extraordinary fervices. Such an aftertion was «W«* 
deutly Sbfoundcd; it ftood contradicted by faibfof thuraoft 
authentic nature; was unwarranted by long experience rand 
' vtouhl if admitted into practice, be productive of,the greateft 
injury to the public fervtce. The reafons adduced by. thoic 
gendemen'who contended for an inquiry, were rather whim* 
heal: Gne'ftated, thatrhe old fvftem of barracks, adhered to 
ih this.country* was only an exception to the general prin¬ 
ciple; -others maintained, that it was never pradtiferi, and. 
treated U as a novelty ; while a third afierted that therc Were 
duly a few barracks in the northern part of the kingdom. 
What however has been advanced by his right honourable 
friend ? That formerly there'were barracks fufficient ao ccm- 
tau aa^wentv thoufimd men. This ftateryent had not been 
ijjS^jtradicfrd, on the contrary, it had been admitted in its foiled 
tpree. Yet gentlemen continued to oppofe that me afore as an 
innovation, which really was nothing more that* a prudent 
and neceflary extenfion of an old inititution. The lubftantial 
queftion for confiderttion was, whether the Houls wouldhavc 
foregone the expences incurred,’ if the eftinmes had} been laid 
before them, aod whether they would then refufe their afiint 
to extraordinaries fo beneficially employed for the public 
foi'ety ? Upon this principle, he faid, he fhould give the 


♦ motion his decided negative. 


i ; 


\ Mr. IV Smith’ fupported the motion. He contended, in oppo¬ 
sition to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that, the fyitem of 
creeling barracks was entirely new, and not recognised by any 
principle of the Britifh conititution, and objected to upon all 
©ccafior.s by the beft authorities. He obferved, whatever motives 
there might be for it, that this fyftcm had been put into execu* 
tion to the greateft extent on the other fide the Tweed. If rite 
right honourable fccre.ary’s argument, that this was the cheap- 
eft way of quartering troops was founded,- why did he aotfob- 
mit that to the Houle at tl.e outfet of the bufinefs i One of the 
beft excufes, and indeed on; of thofe that had occalkmed this 
fyftem being borne with the patience it has been* was the relief 
given to inn-keepers; allowing, howeverashedid, the .great 
burden and inconvenience whico they folthyquarteringfokliers, 
jpight not, compensation have been made ro them},and .-if 
butt a part of the enormous expenqe of barracks had been ap- 
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plied as ah-iuercKifs tQ (he d^Uy pay pf the i?s,en,, jt wo^ld haye 
afforded means of a much more cooftituttoR?]) .atR effeutiRr^ 
Jief to tbsmn-keepers than the ereitioq of Barracks, it 
{aid, that the expence was chiefly incurred in barracks for tfie 
cavalry, and it appeared that about a million and a half of mo¬ 
ney had been expended in the accommodation of only 5000. 
cavalry. The right honourable fecretary bad (aid, that our 
method of quartering foldiers hitherto was anomalous to the 
conduct of all other countries; he hoped in God it always 
would be fo; our constitution was anomalous to that - ,oftmoft 
other countries; and he trufted that the constitutional mode Of 
quartering foldiers, adopted and approved by the wifdoth arid 
experience of our -anceitors in this limited monarchy, wdu$. 
not be abandoned for the fyftem of barrapks, fit only for the 
moft abfolute and defpotic governments. 

Mr. Cnirt/may faid,, he cpuRnot give a lllejit vote on this 
queftion, without injuftice to his honourable friend (the Se¬ 
cretary at war,) who had not been treated with alt that cap- 
dour and fairnefs to which he thought his honourable fflhfii fo 
juftly entitled. From an uncommon fpecies of ingenuous! 
defty (notalways to be found in a minifter) his honourable 
friend had concealed from the Houfe a moft extraordinary and 
ample fund, to fupply in a great mcafure the enormous ek- 
pence of erecting barracks in every part of the kingdotp. ft£ 
had been accidentally informed that by a new and moftjudicioust 
order juft iftucd from the war office, that all the dung of tffe 
dragooy horfes, which from time immemorial had remained 
a douceur, and perquifitc of the foldiers, was 90w to fp)d» 
and the produce remitted to the war office^ to be lodged ih 
bis Majefty’s exchequer, and applied to the feryfce*qf Ihe 
ftate. Mr. Courtenay faid, he entertained thc^Aigheft' ref- 
pe£l and admiration of the prcfcnt adminiftxation; he niuft 
0w4.be had entertained doubts whether in their "prefent ardu¬ 
ous and critical fjtuation, they had condefeended to contrail; 
their comprehenflve and elevated minds to fuch a minute ob¬ 
ject of oeconomy, fuch^ however, was the nature and cha¬ 
ndler of true and elevated genius; nothing could be too 
minute or mjcrafcopiqal for its inyeftigatlon. Thus a new 
and unexpe&ed reiource was difeovered, to fupport public 
. credit, (upplv the treafury, and to prove to all Europe that 
our-ways ruR, meant wpre inexhauftiblc, gold was ex trailed 
from very dung .of our cavalry; and the unprecedentlft 
« a^ouOW.of hiSjh^wpr.able friend, by the erc&iqn apd px- 

new <yftem.of barracks, fupjwftc,! the finances 
the iountryr , Xh)t ..orders expreftly ifllfed from, the ^r 
* Vol. IV. 1796. G office 
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''-office were, that whoever, by a fair competition, offered the 
molt advantageous terms for a whole year’s dung, ftlould 
have the preference. From the character of his honourable 
friend, every competitor might give in his propositions with 
,the%tmoft confidence, well allured that no difingenuous pro- 
ceedings, and no partiality, even to a freeholder of Nor¬ 
wich, would preclude any perfon from the fair and juft profits 
jwhich might refult from the public-fpirited and honeft com¬ 
petition. Nor was this all; the board of agriculture had taken 
it into their ferious confideration, and from the wifdom and 
'patriotic principles which a&uatcjl them and their fecretaries, 
could our expectations be too Tanguiue ? Perhaps if they 
could do it with due decorum, this happy regulation might 
~be extended to the infantry; if fo a (landing army in time of 
peace would be of the greateft utility, the wafte lands im¬ 
proved, and cultivation carried to the utmoft perfection, by 
the ereClion of barracks. The ingenuity of the fecretary of 
that board indeed almoft infured fucccis; he, like Virgil,'(ds 
/Mr^ddilbn had cbffically obferved) could lcatter his dung 
a;race and majefty; and the royal domains principally 
drived"their rich and flourifhing crops from the manure lie 
bad beltowed on them. Mr. Courtenay added, that he really 
was dubious of the information he had received relative to 
.this new, grand, and allonifhmg regulation, till he had 
bis information functioned by the authority of his honourable 

v friend 

’.The laudable and minute attention paid bv the minlfters, 
both^to the form and eflence of the conllitution. w*t exeni- 
pli&euiin another point. It had been ulua!, during the affizes, 
tq ren4)V’ the troops, left even the appearance of the military 
ibould exCKe a jealoufy, fo tenacious were our anceftors of 
their civil rights. Since the new barrack fyftem, however, 
as that was a mcafure become impracticable, what was the 
expedient? Why were the foldiers confined to the barracks 
during that period; as the fame dicipline could not be fo well 
extended to the officers, they were allowed to parade the 
town In coloured clothes; in that difguhe they were graci¬ 
ously permited to. walk about. The privates were by this 
means prevented from frequenting the courts of law, and 
from bearing any doCtrines which might relax their morals, 
and inftil notions incompatible with the implicit obedience 
with which it was their duty to aCt on all occahans. 

, I« another point, Mr. Courtenay afferted, that hj* honour¬ 
ed, friend had been mifreprefemed, and his expreffions pef- 
,4erted. He had (aid that the foldiers, by being (hut up in bar* 

uj * • rachh» 
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fac ks, were fecluded from hearing the feditiotfs and debauch¬ 
ing orations and arguments which had been held out to them, 
and their morals and principles were confequently preferred 
pure and uncontaminated. All this was ftrictfy true, accord¬ 
ing to the explanation he fhould give. He was too well ac¬ 
quainted with the Former fentiments of his honourable friend, 
with his enrhufiaftic attachment to conftitutional revolutionary 
do&rines, to mittake his meaning'. He knew that Mr. Reeves 
and his affociation had ramified into committees, and Tub-com¬ 
mittees, and inferior clubs over the whole kingdom. His ho¬ 
nourable friend knew too well, that they anxioufly endeavoured 
to uncitizen the foldier—to make him dtfpife ail the rights and 
privileges of an Knglifhman, and only to look up to the crowtl 
and his fuperior officers; to forget that he was paid by the 
people, and to imbibe thole mean degrading ddHrines which 
Mr. Reeves’s aflociations, committees and fub committees had 
fo iwduffrioufly circulated. That the Houfeof Commons were 
a corrupt and unneceflaFy branch of the legiflatufe,- and^tu- 
ally an injurious check on the gracious and beneficent 
gatives of the crown, and that our happinefs would be proSr 
moted by lofing our liberties. His honourable friend therefore 
rejoiced that the foldiers were crammed in barracks, and cut 
off from the fociety of the parfon, the excifeman, and the 
members of Mr. Reeves’s club. Thefe at the fame time 
were cooclulivc anivius to feme gentlemen, who did not enter 
into thephilofophic retirement of his honourable fiend's logic. 
The tali Lord Chatham, Blatkflone, iVlontefqiueu, &c. all co¬ 
incided in fentiment, that feparating the foldier from the fociety 
of the citizen, might be attended with the moft dangerous 
confequences in a free country. Why ? Becaufe the fphrif 
and charadlerof the military would foon preponderate; they 
would confider themfelves as a diftmct and fepar.ite part of the 
community, neither actuated by the fame interetts, wifhes, not* 
generous fentiments of the people. But h;s honourable friend 
had acted on a different motive, a motive which thofe enlight¬ 
ened ftatclmen, lawyers, and philofophers muff have dppiovcd. 
He had feparated the foLdier from the genera! mafs of the peo¬ 
ple, by which they would now be corrupted ?nd perverted; 
in the barracks, the true, free, and liberal principles of the 
constitution might be ir.ffilled into them, and by that means 
they would become the guardians of our rights and liberties, 
and a patriot and foldier would be fynonimous terms. 

"Mr. Courtenay faid, he had but a fingle nbfervation more 
to make. - His honourable friend had warmly and gtnerotiffy 
expatiated on the heart-felt pleafure which he, in common with 



If WOODFALL'S *^lktIAMKNTARy REPORTS. [CtMtioin. 

the reft of h« paajefty’s rainifters, enjoyed, in having an op* 
portunity of relieving the half-pay lift, bv the appointment of 
meritorious officers to the employment of barrack-matters* 
They had fix anti fifty places to beftpw; and, he was perfw&ly 
perfuaded that fifty, at leatt, gallant and veteran officers had 
been provided for by this noble arrangement, without any re¬ 
gard to elediion jobs, or any improper influence. He would 
therefore move for a new lift of fuch barrack-matters* that the 
country might have another proof of the virtue, patiiotiim, 
and. gqnerofity of his majefty’s adminiftration. 

Mr. Grey faid, he had no inclination to enter into the ge¬ 
neral argument, but rofe in confequence of a ftatement of his 
Own on a former night, which had been alluded to and con¬ 
tradicted. He meant by-his afieition, that the fum expended 
on the eredtipn of barracks amounted to i, too,cool. The 
right honourable paymafter of the forces had laid it did not 
-exceed 900,000]. Upon further examination, Mr. Grey faid, 
he found it to be 1,026,000!. the papers on the table proved 
iKSnd that large fum was expended without the content or 
Smowledge of parliament, a tranfa&ion which from its nature 
and magnitude called for molt lcrious enquiry. With regard 
to what the right honourable fecretary had fm! on the lubjeci 
of patron lge, he thanked him, as he did no more than reflate 
precifely what he had faid before; and whether he had faid it 
laofeiv, or no one fact was admitted, that a perfon had been 
appointed barrack-matter for two years where there was now 
to be no barracks,.and being an uleful man at electioneering, 
he was now, by way of compcnfation, appointed to a more 
iucrative place, in the pott which he might be equally well 
qualified to fill. He aid not mean to argue the queftmn of 
tire propriety of the fyftern of erecting barracks; he agreed 
-with the right honourable gentleman that the queftion before 
the Houfe was much narrowed; and, as that gentleman had 
himfeif acknowledged the irregularity, at Jeaft, of incurring f6 
much expence without the coufent or parliament, he hoped his 
future conduct would be influenced by what he had ttated to 
be his opinion that day. He contended lhat the approbation 
of the Houfe was not to be implied from the negative put upon 
the motion of another honourable friend of his formerly; on 
the contrary, he faid, he thought that if the Houfe had really 
known of this fy/iero, they never could have coufented to ir. 

He had only one or two queftions to put. What mutt: 
look for as permanent barracks on a peace cftablifiunent ? 
the new barracks were to hold 34,000 troops, and thctdal 
accommodated 2C,coo, this would be 54,000 men on a ,peace 

ettabhftuncnt. 
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eftabli foment 5 that, he trufted, no minifter would dare t® 
promiie to this country. It had been laid that the barrack* 
might not be filled with the troops; how then could they 
make out that the cheapeft way of quartering jmeo was bjr 
keeping up barracks tor many more than were wanted ? The 
principal qu eft ion to which he called for an anfwer was re¬ 
specting the expence incurred for temporary barracks. There 
were two accounts, one of 745,0001. the other of 314*0001. 
it was jvecefiary to know whether thefe were diftin&accouwu^ 
or whether the lefler was included in the greater furnj whes* 
ther the total was expended during the laft five years, or all 
expended in 1795 ? if minifters ki>cw it when they gave ia 
the firft account, ought they to have concealed it ? Through 
the whole of this bufinefs, as on many other occasions, he 
accuied minifters of fetting the privileges of that Houfp # 
and the principles of the conlhtunon, at defiance. It was 
with a view to get an anfwer to this laft queftion that he 
had rifen, and when the papers he had moved for were^gtro- 
duccd, he would go farther into the matter. 

Mr. Steele faid, as the honourable gentleman had alluded 
a lorrner debate, he-muft be excufl-d for doing fo too; be 
therefore recapitulated the ftatemerst he had given in his far¬ 
mer ipecch, contending for the rorrectnefs of the accounts 
and the wifh that miniliers had to give every poffible iniorma- 
tion. He faid, he di fie red widely from the honourable gen¬ 
tleman’s idea, mat the barracks built and building warranted 
the aflumption, that i'o large a peace eilabli foment as 50 or 
even 40,000 troops w.»s to be kept up ; the fact was not fo, nor 
were there barracks yet for more than 15,000, and when foe 
intended plan was complete, they would not exceed 25,000. 
A correct and fair account had, he declared, been given of the 
diftribution of the vote of credit in the ufual way, though be 
would not at that in unenrtakc upon him to ilate precifely the 
periods at which u ill rent firms had been expended. He de¬ 
fended minifters ir.vn the accuiation of milapplying the vote 
of credit, and laid, tit at they had done nothing more,thau every 
other adminiftration had done before them. 

Mr. Grey withal the right honourable gentleman much joy 
of his defence. That he who came into office to reform 
abufes and extravagance, lhould be juftified by bad precedents ; 
by precedents which Mr. Pitt himieit had fo loudly condemn¬ 
ed, was indeed extraordinary ; but it was fuch a juftification 
as needed no reply. Mr. Grey here explained rejecting the 
fiafrack accounts.* 

Mr. 
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Mr. St'ecU again defended thofe accounts, cenfured Mr. 
Grey for his fufpicions of their fairnels, and allured him ha 
had pointed out nothing improper in them, notv/ithftanding 
:dl his activity. 

Mr. Grey faid, his fufpicions were fuch as became a mem-* 
her of Parliament, whole duty it is to watch, with a jealous 
eye, the expenditure ot the public money. He did not plume 
hlmiclf’ on his activity \ but after feeing fuch erroneous ae- 
count&as had lately been prefented to that Houfe, he mull 
irikefliame tohimleif that he had not been more active in’ de¬ 
tecting them. 

Mr. Sheridan* Mr. F: v, and Mr. Grey contended, that, 
from the title oi the two accounts, there was on the face of 
them, futh a palpable incouiittency, that fome explanation 
was abfolutelv necciUry. In the account upon the* table 
314,0001.* is ttated to be paid to the barrack matter general, 
and expended in the crcdlion of temporary barracks, upon a 
dated 13th July, 1795 ; while the account given in 
iati year, the title of which was, Ci An account 

money ifiued to the barrack matter general for funis ex¬ 
pended and due for the ereiHon of tempoiary barracks up to 
the 3itt December 1795/* amounted only to 243,000!. a 
difference of 7*0,which mutt either be in the hands of 
tbe.barracic-maiter general, or icmain to be otherwile ac-* 
counted for. 

The Chancellor cf the Exchequer and Mr . Steele contended, 
trial the accounts wcic rich* : and, although the warrants 
bore a particular date, it did not follow, that the money was 
ail iaued at one time,' and that they believed almott, if not the 
whole of 314,030!. was expended in 1795- 

General Smith made a iitorr reply 5 and the Houfe divided. 

Ayes - 24 

Aces - - i)% 


Adjourned. 


dll do* ity 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, April 1 j. 

r * s • 

Read the Bills on the table, and adjourned. 


HOUSE.. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 

r A * , 

Monday, April 11. 

Lafcclles Eftate, Sheffield’s Eftate, Hatton’s Eftate, EUa 
tnclofure, Leominlter Canal, Election attendance, and Ranl- 
fey Drainage Bills, were read a third time and p.ifil-d. 

MILLERS RILL. 

t 

The order of the day for the Houfe to rcfolve itfelf into a 
committee on the Bill for regulating the tolls of millers* 
being moved for and read, 

Mr. POp ham faid, that he wiflied to change the frame' of 
the Bill, by obliging millers to ule proper weights and feales- 
and alfo to be paid for grinding in money, and not in kind. * 

The Speaker obferved, that if the.honourable member wi(h- 
ed merely to make alterations, he was then informal; but he 
might introduce them at fame other ftage. 

The Houfe then rcfolved itfelf into a committee, in the 
courfe of which feveral ciaufes were fubmitted, and a debitor? 
converfation took place on their propiiety, between 
members. After fevcral amendments the Houfe rsfumed, anSP 
the report was ordered to be received on Thurfday the lath. 

A meffiige was received from the iards, notifying to the 
commons that they had palled fevcral public and private 
among which were the Scarborough (in the ifland of Tobao®) 
port Bill and the American Intcrcourie Bill. 0 } 

Mr. Abbot gave notice that he would, the next dav move for 
a committee upon the expiring laws, which leave to report 
thereon to the Houfe. , 

Mr. Sheri Jan Hated that it was his intention to have mov¬ 
ed the next day for a committee of enquiry into the general 
circumftance and mif'condu& of the war in the Weft.lndies * 
but as there were fome papeis upon the table of the Houfe pf 
Lords, which would enable him to difeufs the fubjeft better 
he fhould potfpone his motion till he had confulted thofe 
papers, and bring it on a few days after. 


FINANCE 


The Chancellor cf the Exchequer gave notice that on that 
day fc nnighr, in a committee of ways and means, he would 
move for a fublhtutc tor the tax upon printed calicoes, which 
he had been obl.ged to relmquiflt. Fie would alfo take that 
opportunity of prov.dmg for fome uaforfeen occurrences of 

52 ?°S 5 J 5 r e ?T •T afureS [° r funding a P arc of lhe navy 

* ebt > and « Submitting to the committee a plan for remedy. 

. * , io S 
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mg the grievance to which the commercial world arc fubjeft- 
ed by the prefem fenreity of money. „• . 

Mir. .Grey moved that there be laid upon the table an ac¬ 
count of the arrears of the Land Tax, {tanning oat at Lady* 
Day 179©, with the names of the receivers, and the meafures 
which have been adopted to enforce payment of thefe arrears. 

1 The account was ordered to be produced. 

WEST INDIA SLAVERY. 

. Mr. Francis rofe purfuant to the notice he had given for 
leave to bring in a Bill to improve the condition of negroes, 
and other flaves in the Lritifh colonies. He faid he rofe 
ftrongly imprciTeJ with an idea of the practicability of the 
nieafures hs intended to recommend, although they might be 
objeftioiiable in fome parts, and imperfeft in others, confiding 
however in the merit of his caufe, which the more he con- 
jidered it the more rrafon he had to acknowledge the ex- 
opJ^mcy of it, he flattered himfclf that there was not a man 
SJ^Ffhe fioufe, including all the learning which inftru&ed and 
■''■'adorned ir, who would not agree with him in opinion as to the 
general principle. Without entering, therefore, into a heavy, 
dull, and elaborate exordium, he propofed to go at once to 
the bufinefs, requeuing the patience of the Houfe however 
ex debitv. The importance of the fuhjed, indeed, might en¬ 
title him to claim the attention of the Speaker and the Houfe, 
did not the apprehenfion of his own wcaknefs counteract that 
expectation. To that weaknefs, therefore, he claimed in¬ 
dulgence ; urging as fome apology for undertaking an affair 
of fuch magnitude, that although he dilimited his own powers, 
lie at leaft confided in the merit of the raeafure he fhould have 
die honour to propofe. For that reafon he hoped he fhould 
not he interrupted, efpecialiy as he was liable to be affected 
even by figns and geftures ; he hoped allb, at the fame time, 
that no gentleman would anticipate the conclufion he might 
deduce, or confound the obje£t with the means, but refcrve 
their judgment upon his reafoning, until he had fairly gone 
through the whole of what he had to offer. 

He lamented that he did not fee an honourable gentleman 
in the Houfie (Mr. Wilberforce) who had formerly been the 
leader of every queftion that involved the amelioration of the 
ilatc of the negroes, and from whom he expected ftrong iup- 
port ■, and he lamented -the ah fence of that honourable gentle¬ 
man the more, Weaufe he undorftood he was detained by, ip- 
"difpofition. It was not, however, from that honourable gen- 

--ttfcman alone that he expected afliltance, he hoped to receive 

» 

it 
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it from every clafs of members in that Houfc, if gentlemen 
meant to act confiftcntly, and to prove that they hacf Been 
candid and finccre. Firft, he expected affiftance from the 
enemies of the trade, who formed a refolute phalanx, becaufe 
he had given them full l'cope for their intentions, and had 
gone fully with them, and confequcntly he could not fuppofe 
that they would fay they would not go the length he did, 
bccaufe his plan compounded with the trade and traffic, and 
did not follow up that object which they attempted to attain, 
the corning at once to a total abolition. To thefe gentlemen 
all that he could fay, was, that he had endeavoured to do all 
the good he could. He next expected affiftance from the 
planters, and thofe who had hitherto oppofed an abolition ; 
becaufe, if they had been fincere in their declarations of a wifh 
to impiove the condition of the negroes, although they ob¬ 
jected to the abolition of the Slave Trade, he had almoft rea- ‘ 
ion to expedt a limslar plan would came from them. Since . 
he underitood then that the planters had at all times concerted 
in tile idea of the neceffity for eftublHhmg fair and rcafoi 
regulations, he ili.mld make no apology to them for ftirrii? 
the queliton, but look for their concurrence in what he (horde! 
propoie. Pei haps they might retort upon him by afking him, 
iince the queftmn wa.s at icifc, vby did he choic again to Ihr 
it? In that cafe he would reply, that it was not at reft, that 
it had never been at relt, nor ever fhould be at left, while he 
retained a feat in that Houle, if there were no other ad¬ 
vocate he would ftngly ftand up for it; and if it were to die, 
he prom:fed to revive. He remembered when the proportion 
was firft introduced for an abolition of the Slave TraJe, that 
a venerable perfon in that Houfc (Mr. Grofvenor) fuid, “ Are 
we not all happy in this country ? Why then fhould we dif- 
turh ourfelves with foreign injuries:” Such arguments might 
beufed upon the prefect oecafion, but if that honourable gen¬ 
tleman were a member at this day, ins arguments fhould not 
ueter him. Lailly, he expected adiilance from the Houle for 
ns own honour; for although a refolution of the Houfc to 
abolilh the Slave Trade had been lately negatived, 

(l La\ nor .h?t \ ibnii r a'liUsn tJ yojrfoai.’* 

faid he, fince it is boih the ftdtion and the duty of this Houfe 
to attend to every quelbon. When he recollected the dif¬ 
ferent rcfolutions indeed of the ift of May, 1792, and that of 
J796, he knew not which to abide by, but he was therefore 
enabled to appeal to the lloule agauift itfelf. That of 1792 
was a refolution for the abolition of the Slave Trade in 1796, 
Vox.. IV'. tret). II ' an d 
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and yet when a Bill was afterwards introduced upon that re- 
folution, it was thrown out. He was forrv to have marked 
in ’heir p oceedings fo much inconfiftency of chara&cr ; he 
d'.d not, hefaid, wifh to (peak of their votes in a dn'refpe&ful 
way, he could not however predict the verdidt which would 
be pafled upon them by the pen of the future hiftorian. There 
was one right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) vvhofe Hip- 
poit on the prefent occafion, perhaps, he might he expedted 
to court y and if his cauic would have permitted fuch a folici¬ 
tation, in fpitc of any enmity, which however unprovoked on 
his part, might fubfift between them, he would not have 
Templed to invoke his aid. But he had other refources in his 
own honour and in honourable conclufions, and t-> thefc alone 
he was permitted to apply. As to that right honourable gen¬ 
tleman h e meant to provoke, but not to oftend; to iri irate, 
but not to mfulc him, for provocation was not offence, ncithci 
.was incentive reproach. On the prefent occalion he would 
not a^drefs himfelf to his political integrity (of that he give 
h^feredit for as much he pleafed to claim) but to his poh- 
pfc.cal difeernment. He would afk h»m, if he was latiated with 
the honours and emoluments of office, or if he did not look 
flill higher than he was, if he did not icgard his future fame, 
and afpire to the commendation of a iucceeding aqc r By his 
conduct fuch confidcrations Teemed for a moment to have 
efcaped his notice. With ihe aid of iewnry voices, to which 

he was ufually indebted in the votes of that Houfc, he was 

* 

notable to muntr, O! would n or, abo.e Lventy members on 
the fide of the qutftion which he cfpoufed '■ if lie did not 
look to virtue, he might at leaft have looked to fame. He 
had no hefitaticn in declaring what was the public opinion 
out of doors of tile port he took in tbr.t bufn eh. Jt was un- 
derftood that he was not in earnest when he made his pio- 
teftations in favour of the abolition, and ihat his fiipportof 
the abolition was not real but pretended, buch was the im- 
pre/fion on the public mind, mid that impreffion it would, he 
believed, be difficult to remove. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas fpokc to order. The mode of ar¬ 
guing with which the honourable gentleman commenced was 
not, he faid, to be tolerated in that Home. He ("poke of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer not as his friend, but as a mem¬ 
ber of parliament, and upon that ground he contended, that 
by the rules of the Houfe, the honourable gentleman was nor 
entitled to fay that the conduct of any member of parliament 
was dilated by improper motives, or founded upon difengenu- 
ous { principles. Every gentleman in that Houfe had a right 
to claim ciedit for the motives he afliened for his own conduct. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Francis proceeded. He faid be did not mean to-be 
guilty of any thing unparliamentary or irregular, and if he 
had not been interrupted, he was going to declare that he had 
always given the right honourable gentleman credit and ap- 
plaufe for his prnfeflinns. He remembered the illuftrious 
fpe-ch of the r ight honourable gentleman in J792, than 
w ich, nothing could be more captivating within the power 
of' oman eloquence. He fat with unwearied attention, and 
at'rihutcd it to a ?iand nior.l action. What was it then? 
Wjs it only t'»e im , r..tion of a grand moral action ? If fo 4 
go to the theatres or to the library, ami you may alike be 
rit' "*<1 and deceived. At that time, however, he voted 
w •' n- iv.hr hono-.uah'e gentleman, and looked upon it as 
nr ■ or thole grand t iicunv-.uii-' vs which do but rarely happen ; 
ft.: ia:c, in 1: is opinion, would it have been for the right 
horn, liable gent'e nan, in p lint of fame, if that had been the 
end ol his poi.tical !i!e. S n -c rut period he had defeended 
front th' lummit of his political glory, and to (hew what 
the effects of the b'e oeciiion, he would relate an anccdOT®|| 
exactly as he heard it, not to excite laughter by any trifling^ 
incident, bu* to illustrate and enforce his argument. The 
day after the dlvifhn, a m r mhi r vas a flee d on which fide he 
voted? He rr plied “’ha: he voted, as ufual, with his friend 
the mini tier.’' On! men you voted for the Abolition ? faid 
the interrogator. “No > ( rt plied the member ) I voted againft 
rhe Bill; bur, ivitv/uliftaudm. I voted with the minifter.” 

So much for that part of his observation*. But he again 
caiied up. 'n thofe who op; ofed the Abolition, and declared 
tnemf.-lves ready for regulation, to manifeft their fincerity by 
voting with him. b.rfl, however, it w'ould be natural to alk 
bun whether lie yielded to the trade and flavery ? No, he 
v.elded to necellity, and fliojld attempt that which was next, 
and in that cafe he was drawn into this dilemma ; the failure 
of his object would confirm the exifting mifehief he com¬ 
plained of, v. bile the uccefs of it would allow the trade. There 
was however good and evil in all human councils, and the 
rejection of his motion would unmade a great deal of falfe- 
iiood, while the fuccefs of it would accomplifli the diredt 
good, and progreflively much more. He would fhew, there¬ 
fore, how far he was open to compoGtion, and then, as the 
proprietors and planters had profefled themlelvts ready to 
improve the condition of the ilaves, though not abolifh the 
trade, he would invite them to join their endeavours for that 
purpofe. It would then be natural to afk—you mean 

Ii 2 to 
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>• emafteipate the flaves? Ashe ftatcd to the Houfe about a 
fortnight ago, he neither meditated abolition or emancipation. 
* It -was not in his power to urge any arguments for emanci¬ 
pation) nor if it were, would he venture upon it, becaufe he 
could- not make .an adequate provifion. What then did he 
•i mean, to do ? Did he mean tp give them equal rights ? No— 
J that would be equivalent to emancipation. What then ? He 
.meant to give them every benefit that was compatible with a 
^rational and profitable demand upon their fervice, and fuch as 
.their fituadon would allow. He did not mean to abolifh 
•fervice, but to improve their minds; and, by fo doing, im¬ 
prove the minds of their matters alfo. To abolifh fervice, you 
mutt abolifh man—for fervice is not flavery. The object of 
his motion, therefore, was to amend their a&ual condition, 
;hhd make them capable of more amendment; in fine, to 
:make them good fervants inflead oi bad flaves. 

; The firft inquiry upon thefe grounds would be what is the 
jafipjj] condition of the negioes ? To fhtw what their pre- 
^T^’nded happinefs was, he referred to a pamphlet entitled 
The true ttate of the queftion,” which flaied, that they 
were provided with a houfe and garden of their own, having 
•food and cloathing fupplied by their matters, and having 
..•their wives and children prote&ed by the law. Such a de- 
' feriptien would reprefent a Weft India plantation as a kind 
itof Paradife. , He had no doubt that there were many indi¬ 
viduals who treated their flaves with confiderable kindnefs. 

. 'What however, was the inference which he derived from the 


-admifEon ? The admiffion itfelf, in particular tnftances, 
-amounted to a confeflion that this treatment ought to be ge- 
Jn.ncral, and all he wifhed was, to enforce univerfally what at 
vprefent was only partially pra&ifed. 

He would next fhew the reverfe of this ftatement, and what 
the real.condition of the flaves was. They had no law but 
will, no government but the whip. They had no prote&ion 
whatfoever from the magiftrates. They enjoyed none of the 
Wettings nor advantages of marriage, in as far as it was un¬ 
derflood to conftitute the vinculum matrimonii , and to enfure 
legal protection to their families. They had no law, no re¬ 
ligion, no principle of propagation. If they had thefe benefits 
they mutt multiply, and if they have them not, the contrary 
mutt be the fa#; one propofuion proves the other. If the 
. wverfe of the firft propofition be true, then it appears, that 
from the quantity of flaves imported into the colonies of late 
•yean, tbe«population would have increafed to fuch a degree 

that 
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that they muft have fought other outlets. TKe neceflity, 
therefore,, of continuing the trade proved theaxiomrMNtfdc- 

monftration. , , . *- 

He (hould ,be afked then do you mean to give them the be¬ 
nefits of law, government, morals, religion and marriage? 
Mr. Francis declaied, he would give them none of thefe, for 
they were not in a fituation capable of receiving them. >-1 hey 
muft firft create a capacity in the negroes to receive thole be¬ 
nefits, the enjoyment of which was only capatible tVith a ccr- 
tain degree of mental improvement and political civilir-ifion. 
As well might corn be fown upon gravel or marble, as know¬ 
ledge communicated with a hope of imprelfion to a barbarous 
mind. It might lb ike fome gentlemen, perhaps, that the 
language wa® rafh and irreverent; he allured them however, 
that it flowed from a proper fenfe of religion, and the 
moft finrcrc piety; that it was abfolutely impoffible to 
inftrudf mankind in the knowledge of religion, as long as 
they remained in a ftate of favage barbarity. No man 
poflefied of common feeling or common intelledijkwould 
deny, that religion was necellary to the very exiftence oHBM| 
ty. " It was equally true, on the other hand, that fome degW^ 
of menr.il improvement was necefiary to the exiftence of reli¬ 
gious principles. When an attempt was made to teach an 
uninformed negro to pray, it ftiould be remembered that def- 
.pair and abandoned guilt never pray. In the parable of the 
pharifee and the publican, the publican hid his face. If you 
would have negroes pray, you muft firft teach them to hope, 
or they will never do it. You baptife them, when you might 
as well baptife \our dojs and horles ; for what can he fee in 
rhe ruler of the imiverfr, but a being whole benefits are inter¬ 
cepted from him, who ius hvifhed all his good things 1 upon 
white men, and who has dealt out nothing but flaverv, ufiiry, 
and oppreflion to the blacks. Such a being, uninftructed as 
he was, a negro would be more ready to conceive him to be 
a demon than a fpirit of love. The baptilin of negroes, there¬ 
fore, is the laft adl ot human impiety. He would go to a 
higher authority for the truth of this dodtrine, by quoting 
fican a bock, which, whether confidered as a divine or human 
produdtion, certainly contained in it perfedt wifdotn, and was 
moreover a book in the recommendation of which, as a lav- 
man, he might be thought difinterefted. He then quoted, 
from the parable of the fowerand the feed in the New Tefta- 
ment, that verfe which fays, “ The only feed which brought 
forth fruit was that which fell on good ground,"—«the mean¬ 
ing of which was, that the mind muft be capable of initruc- 

tion. 
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an wbi&w unlcfs he were’married, «dr then* JutrWs 
he bad arrived at a certain age,' bccau le ' he thought! ifc-r heeSk* 
ftry tO>hivetfomo check upon the paffrons of. .an oVtrfwi fend 
skwnroen were bcftfuiied to look after women j- his wife muft 

he trUfkd with the care of the female flaves.. .“:r - t 

ItsThe greateft improvement of all, though fubfequentni/t 
pl^e, would be to.remove the lafli from the hand of thecy***-: 
,■ Accounts of punifhmenr, infl idled by this weapon had 
nproduced in evidence, and fome of them, particularly on 
ajsHrotnpn.in geftaiion, were too horrible to repeat. 1 he re¬ 
medy which he propoled for this was to eifablifh a jurildidlioft 
of fiaves over one another. It might be faid that you could, 
never bring them to do juftice. He was of a contrary opi. 
ipon, He-fhould be always loath to take the account ot a 
ffante’s tranigreflioa from an overfeer, and he believed that- 
good and humane men fo long as they found their return* 
good, bail been often impofed upon by fo doing. The me- 
thot^jvc fuggeiled had already been pradtifed. It was to judge: 
jd^fculpritbyajuxy, who were to be (elected from the heft of 
feettfi and a tight of challenge was to be given both to the 
Werfeer and the offender. One of the jury all'o fhould be 
<^sofen to indict the punifhmenr, and the overfeer might pro- 
life to mitigate or rent it the pur.ilhment, but lhould never be 
flowed to judge nor execute. If there was any danger of 
injod tec to be apprehended from this mode, he was inclined 
tprsivjnk ti< at inftsad oflicing too lenient it would lean tofe ve¬ 
rify* , ,.A$ to the prachcability of it, a gentleman, who might 
pof&bly be known to many members ot that Houfe, but with 
yrbom he had not thehappiiu-U to be acquainted, had already, 
{feme it* .The gentleman he alluded to was Sir Philip Gibbs, of, 
tfrt iiland of iiaibadses. Let gentlemen look to the fepoy. 
fccYrce in India, they would find the trial, and execution pf 
fkpoy malefactors difpofed of in the fame way, and juftice i>as. 
.neyer, failed many one inftancej on the contrary, the com¬ 
manding officer has often been difpofed to mitigate. He gave 
aui inffance of a man fuppofed to be mad, who nOailihated 
Captain Ewers at the head of his regiment, when the grena¬ 
diers immediately clofed upon him, and they could hardly he 
prevented from tying him to a horfe’s tail, and, having 
tprn to pieces. He was afterwards executed with lome aiffs 
ofbarbarity. Sir Philip Gibbs has given his Haves landjand, 
ftqfifc, be encourages marriage, and never has them triedof 
pwrithet!, but by a jury of their own fpeeies. - The confer 
qiaSttpeolthefe wife regulations is»tbathis .negroc* do double 
wsbck^ becaufe they are well fed, and no ttian is better .fef v ed-/ 

‘ . .Mr,' 
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^JK Francis £ud he did not know this worthy man# buths 
tefot&e& hun for the foundnefs of bis principles. > < 

There Were other regulations to be adopted, fuch as thr 
appointment of tribunals and magiftrates, from perfons cf. 
great authority and independent fituations. This part he 
con felled he had not prepared, but he would mention another 
regulation, which was hinted to him by a relation erf his, Mr*. 
GoriTchall Johnfon, which related all fo to the internal ftatew 
and was extremely neceflary. He meant the appointment «$ 
htagifttates of the market on the coaft of Africa, to fite 
that traders did not add to the reparation off families, that 
the hufblnd was not torn away from the wife, nor the thou 
ther carried into flavery without the child. If it be ftid‘ 
that moll of thefe things were already granted and enjoyed* 
he took it as he before mated, as an admiffion, that they ought 
to be fo, and provided they were, there could be no oqje&ioa 
to a law of that defcription, ftnee the compulfion would thereby 
be no burden. 

Before l\e brought this plan before the Houfe, he faidX^| 
had deemed it advifeable to confult with Mr. Burke upon 
beciufe though that gentleman had feparated himfelf from thole 
perfons with whom he was formerly conne&ed, that reparation 
had not impared their fnendlhip. Mr. Burke’s apprehonfion" 
of his plan outftripped his explanation, and he found that he 
had anticipated his intentions, only his vaft and comprehen* 
five mind, with its ufual expanfion, had framed a wider plan. 
One fketch of it he had given fome time ago to a gentleman in 
Ireland, and another lately to a right honourable gentleman 
in that Houfe. Mr. Francis faid he had not feen it, bttt 
From what he underftood of it, he thought it embraced too 
much at once. If we were to fpeculate upon either, be 
fiiould prefer his own; becaufe his own was progreffive. 
TheV were not, however, he conceived, to be compared, and 
if Mr. Burke’s plan were to be attempted to be put in execu¬ 
tion, heonghttobe in the Houle himfelf to conduct it, for 
no vulgar mind could reach to the execution of his grand de- 
figns. He would gladly give way to him, becaufe nan ftrtt 
inctrtus y and becaule he found himlelf unable to wield the ar¬ 
mour of Archilles. 

The next queftion that prefented itfelf would be through 
what medium is this plan to be executed. The greateft du> 
ficulty lav in the execution, in which any law, oo this fuh»- 
je£l of all others, was mod likely to fail. No effe< 5 ti vepre-* 
ce&tbti he was pferfuaded could be afforded to negroes, until 
they ire gradually raifed* to a ftate of mind and character, 
thlt-’lhall entitle them to credit for thur c\ uler.ee. When he 
Vot. IV. 1796. I looked 
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looked to the power and means, the plan might he good, and 
the means-unaBvifeable, or viceve'ftu He did not,.however, 
ohoofe* to leave the plan of execution to the colonial legislatures, 
becaufe he conceived they would be both incapable and un¬ 
willing to enforce them. It was hardly poffible to export 
P»t fo many iflands Should concur in one pl^n, and he was 
furthermore inclined to draw a conclufion that they would 
,‘jnot do it, from the fpiiit and tendency of their laws. If 
there were one provincial or colonial suembly over all the 
inlands, then poflibly that aflembly might have the power. 
< ‘ , The general fpirit of their laws, however, was to enforce 
fiavery, not protect it. There might, it was true, be Some 
of a different a Sped, but if theie were thofe a£ls were 
never executed. For wickedness their laws are like the laws 
of Pandoemonium, and for ignorance and folly, like the 
laws of Bedlam, and not like any aft of legislation. For in¬ 
stance, in cafe of an injury to a Slave, whofe hones may be 
broken, or whofe eye may be knocked out, no compensation 
to the Slave himfelf, but to the aggrieved party. 
!!/pnd who is this aggrieved party but the Slave,‘you would 
fay, whofe eye was excavated, or whofe arm was fractured ? 
“No, the aggrieved party is the proprietor of the fljvc who has 
, done the inj-ny, but is fuppofed to feel the lofs in his fer- 
Vant’s incapacity to labour, and thus the Situation of the Slave 
is aggravated, and the cruelty of the proprietor encouraged. 
It might however be alked, would you ftir the queftion, and 
hazard the couLqucnce of legislating for the colonics with 
the example of America befuic you ? In anfwer to that, he 
'would reply, that there was a w.dc difference between Ame¬ 
rica and the Weft India iflands, and that he rejoiced with 
late Lord Chatham, that America refilled. America had 
the right on her fide, which the Weft India Iflands would 
not have if they were to fecede from the mother country. If 
however they were to do fo, he had an internal confidence 
that uc could bear the lofs. It was not to be concluded, there¬ 
fore, that he undervalued the colonics ; that would be an un- 
. fair, and not a logical conclusion. As to the feceSTion of 
America, he rejoiced, becaufe it opened one alylum for free¬ 
dom at leaft, which he was very happy to fee, fince there 
„was no profpe# of her long retaining any Settlement in Europe. 
Jf he were afked how he could prove that America had the 
light on her fide, he Should fay, that She never thought of 
,revolting til] taxation wae impofed, and that, before that time, 
was as a pupil to his tutor, or a child to it* parent, 
ae is an eSTential difference between legislating fo the 
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good of art ob$s$ arid taking monfey froituy ’ TW*j? 
had nd right tci take.the property Of America, becaufe 
rica was i\ot reprefrnted. Nor are the Weft Iridia Iflaridbf i?e- 
prefented, fome might fay. What 1 are they not reprctenteH? 
Who are they, then, that carry queftions by majorities ? Are 
they 1 not proprietors who have not mortgaged their eft a res 
here, that ftand up for the planters and proprietors; and is 
not the greater part of Weft India property here in loans Sirid 
mortgages? Befides, what weapons have the Wdftr Iridia 
iflands to refill with, if they Were refolved to dodo? They 
muft fubmit to force, though he fcorned force as ijtudh pas' 
any one. It may belaid, we have no right to legiftatl f&'r 
them; as they have all internal legiflatures. Would the 
right honourable gentleman oppofite (Mr. Pitt), or any, m ~ 
fay, that parliament had no right to Jegiflate for,the' Wj 
J r.dia iflands ? He owned we had no right to legiflate jfpr 
them czpricioufly, but we certainly had a right to legiflaie 
for them on great and adjudged cafes. The coIoniaUaJffetn- 
blies, however, were not entitled to complain, bec$n^p' 
make no fcruple of Jegifiating for a clafs of men twenty ti 
more numerous than themfelves without their content'; nay, 
to govern them ad aibitrium without any legiflatioh at ali. 
The cxiftence of two fuch clafles as the negroes and the 
planters, made the interpolition of the Britifh legiftature in- 
difpenfibly neceflary, Had they ever given up the right of 
Jegifiating for them?—Conftiledly riot; for by Governor 
Jonltone’s Aft, in 1778, they were only bound toabftain 
from taxing them, and he did not believe that there Was &iy 
other aft of a different tendency, the protecting power havihg; 
a claim to obedience though not to money. 1 

Another diftinftion was, that in the nature of things ? apif* 
iri the courfeof time, America muft have become free. Ttfe* 
Herculean infant would have been too big for its fcradle^lt’ 
would have burft from its leadin;'-ftrint»s and have afted for 
itfelf. The extent of the coalf and population of America 
Would in time have made her independent, if our folly and' 
injuftice had not haftened it, while the iflands cannot grow. 1 
Their limits arc fixed by the fea, as their power is by the 
rfature of their population. 

Upon thele grounds, he ftid, he fhould move for leave to ' 
bring in a Bill. Gentlemen might lee, in limine^ whether it 
was to be refilled, if not, the Bill was prepaied ; and, pro¬ 
vided it was fuffered to be brought in, he fhould propole to 
it read a firft tittle and printed, and as the detail of it wiss : 
iainfehtey and it was probably full of iinnerleftions, he fliould ; 
'**!» I ?. then 
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theft wHh'Whawf dt Hand over to the next feffion of parlia- 
dkMl* that ifr’-itf fhoiild afterwards be rejected, it might ferve 
a* a found atioh for another coutfe of proceeding. He had 
done enough, be conceived, for the Heufe to have a general 
v 4 ew of bit intentions, and the reafons upon which he afted ; 
and if he could get the Houfe to go fo far wi'h him, he 
tbftpgl* heffiould have done fome To vice. He ha i been 
ye^rs in parliament, and at prefer)t he had very little 
| Jetttion of fitting in parliament a^ain. He fhould therefore 
with the confederation of having done his right and 
dbtyj and concluding with that confideration, he moved for 
i«tVe ! tO bring m a Sill for the regulation and improvement 
pf >the ft ate- and condition of tht negro and other {laves in 
the? Weft India i {lands and plantations, under the dominion of 
Idi"Majesty, his heirs and fucceflors. 

•*Mr. Serjeant Adair {aid, that concurring as he did in the 
principles and objedt of the honourable gentleman, the general 
gl*n he had propoied was attended with fuch unfurmountabic 
as would induce him even in that ftage to give it 
Wtr decided oppofition. He would not, however, like the 
nonourable gentleman, impute improper motives to the con- 
dud of any one, but would give him the credit of being 
gbided by the pureft views of humanity and juftiCe ; had his 
ptopofttiOns been brought forward in a ftage in which they 
'could debate matters of regulation, or had they been advanced 
ih r a colonial aflembly, he would reckon them well entitled 
to he Supported and embraced. When he faw a motion, an¬ 
nouncer^ purporting to be for improving the Hate of the 
nfe&retts In the Weft Indies, he immediately felthtmiclf called 
UJkm to abandon every engagement of pleafure or of bufinefs 
apd to attend and give his aid to every plan that Teemed cal- 
cnAated to effe& its purpofe, without involving any dangerous 
•jOHijpie.' In his mind, however, nothing but complete and 
thud abolition could fucceed in producing that amelioration 
which it. was the object of any partial plan of legulanon to 
bhttdA. The ingenious arguraents that had that night fo 
ably been fuggefted in purfuance of this idea, convinced him 
the more Chat fuch a plan was attended with difficulties which 
nib talents could furmount. He hoped that the great and 
radical meafure from which it only cou'd t cfult, would not 
be'laid out of fight, that it would never die, that it would 
xftJver be abandoned till complete and final fuccefs was ob-r 
,tafned. There were many of the points upon which he 
•greed entirely -with the honourable gentleman. Property, 

' ‘ ig$, freedom from the lath, and regulation of the traffic 

on 
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on, the coaft oC Africa { efpcciailjf .the thue* ’fit^^vgCfOriv 
fidered ip themfclv.es as extremely good, bust h* wfe ^Snkh, 
they wrere not to be efiefted by the means: propofed-. As tolbfc 
article of property, he did not fee well how it cq#!^ be reaiifcfcv 
an objeftion which the honourable gentlesMtn hitnfelf kwf 
forefeen, without fixing, the negro to the place wbstothe pifc, s 
petty exifted* and thus innovating in, a very dcci&va n»9ncf 
upon the legal rights in /laves, of which sjaftec*^ pfpfcol; 
were po/lefird. , The date of the Haves was lb invelyedwidh, 
the fyftem which prevailed, and with the rights arifiog-ouHiof 
it to the proprietors, that no partial remedy could operate with; 
advantage. With regard to the two laft, marriage apdW~r 
e m pci on from the whip, he would have heartily copctiirre4;i&.> 
them, had the Houfe been deliberating upon matters of Y^t 
gulation, and had the grand fouree of the evil been removed,: 
As to the regulation of the trade on the coaft of Africa, to 
that he could never agree. He could never afTent tt> ajtqr : 
modification, to any compromife, to any plan of regulation 
and of improvement, that would in any way fcem to 
a recognition of the principle itfelf, which had been rep^Rp 
* bated and renounced by the Houfe after the fulleft examinaT' 
tion, and by the moll folemn refolutions. Nothing but com¬ 
plete abolition with him could ever-be admitted as a proper 
remedy to any partial evil, or any fctisfaftion of the greal- 
objeft which the Houfe had purfued. He did, not.mean to’ 
refute the arguments of the honourable gentleman* Wjtla 
regard to the rights of man, as they had beep ftatedby the 
honourable gentleman, he was perfeftly agreed, Upon tfco. 
point of propagation, which he deduced as a conclufioa, ! '- 
was. induced from the fact upon the fubjeft to diffei. .* The- 
fiate of the Haves had not operated totally to defeat thisobjefti; ' 
But, if all the advantages which fhould refult from this ptoso 
pjtgation were not enjoyed, what an argument, for the teg&, 
abolition of the trade, and a complete prohibition of any n*Wr 
importation ! So long as cultivation was cheaper from con** 
tinued importation than from care and attention in rearing 
the children of the negroes, no pains would be taken to make,, 
the propagation anfwer the neceffity. The principal rcafqn- 
hpwever that induced him to give his negative to the prefer 
motion, was the impolicy of interfering in the internal reguijr- 
lations of the colonies. He did not oppofe it as denying tho 
right. It was a fubjeft, that of the ab 11 raft right of the fc-i 
gillature, that he did not wiih to agitate. He bad not fo,r- 
gotten theevil that had arifen during the unfortunate. Americ^ 
conleft, itpm thp difeuffions upon this right. It was. bets** 
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to avoid aftlbft ra& retfoniog s on the right of the legiflature to 
form regulations, and only to confine, it to- the immediate 
neceffity of the cafe. He was unwilling, he faid, to take up 
tfeeinleririediate-points between general admiflion and nego- 
„|W*tion of the right. As the regulations propofed were to have 
^ff^wholly within the colonies, he did not wifh to dsive 
,tj|§ftn to the fituation of the American colonies, and bring into 
^ieftion their reparation from this country. It had been faid 
America was the afylum of liberty, and the fan&uary of 
jibe oppre fled. He, however, confidered this country as the 
^oafylum of liberty, the only conftitution under which it 
(afeiy repofe. Ours was fanflioned by experience. 
^hetoF Ameiica had not yet been.ftamped with this venera- 
feal. While ablrradt notions of government agitated mens* 
winds, and had produced fo much mifehief, he was cautious 
4 >f broaching any fubjedf that might involve their difeuflion. 
It:'was admitted that the colonies were not reprefented here, 
and Ms was a-confideraiion that fhould attach us more to a 
abolition. Then there would be no need to recon- 
the jarring interefts of the allembhes, or provoke any nice 
dtfculfions. All that was to be done was to ftop the fupplies of 
negroes, and the evils complained of would ceafe of them- 
folves. It was indeed true, that many of the iflands were rc- 
jyftfented by their proprietors here ; but it was not as proprie- 
tpfs of lands in the Weft Indies, but as inhabitants of this' 
^country. As well might it be argued, that becaufe many 
ptrfoh&.fi'om a neighbouring kingdom (In land) refided here,' 
tbe Britifh parliament might pafs an acl, difpofing of the pro- 
fxrtjes (f -any ciafs of perfons in that country as reprefented in 
the> fame manner. He thought therefore, that no point would 
be fo obnoxious as that of apportioning the lands of the Weft- 
Jjujia. proprietors, without their confent and without their 
being properly reprefented. As he was convinced that the 
jlan could not be effectual, without a total abolition, and as it 
was fo dangerous in its principle, he would give it his negative* 
even in that' itage. * ‘ 

Mr. Fox addrefted the Speaker as follows: “ The cafe 
which we have now before us is unqueftionably of very con- 
fiderable magnitude : 1 am frill, however ready, when called 
upon, to give a decided opinion upon the fubjedt, and to (hew 
the reafons upon which that opinion is formed. Before enter¬ 
ing upon the difeuftion of the queftion, it is impoffible not to ! 
jjjjSihriifo, rhat whatever be the refult of the motion now intro-r 
.ij|Uced, the Houfe and the public -.mult feel themfelves deeply ' 
indebted to his honourable friend for the information be gave * 

them. 
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them, and the Admirable, difplay he had Wade of kAbv^dgje df 
real and true philofophy. His fpeech of this day muft’Cydr 
do honour to his ability and his humane intentions. lefts 
undoubtedly, a queftion attended with many and ferious diffi¬ 
culties, and nothing of an extraneous nature ought, if putfjU 
blc, to be introduced, or enlarged upon ; the attention ought 
not to be diverted from the main objedt immediately ’ fub- 
mitted to our decifion. I cannot, however, refrain from 
.taking notice of what has been laid relative to this Country or 
America, being the proper afylura where the friends of'free¬ 
dom may expedt to find themfelves fecure from the encroach¬ 
ments of arbitrary power, and the rniferies of unjuft oppreffiOii. 
My honourable friend oppofite to me has talked of theblel- 
fings of this free conftitution, and the advantage! refulti|fg 
from it to thofe who live under it. Such things Way' 
exifted j but if I am to fpeak of cur conftitution as it no# 
exifts, if the retrogade movement which has commenced is 
fullered to continue, if the prefent fyftem of governmej^s to 
be perfevered in, there is an end of all thofe bleifings ; 
go any where elfe in fearch of true liberty. Let us look baflQP 
Sir, to the year 1784 ; let us trace the progrefs of minifters at 
different periods, but let us particularly confider what .has 
palled in the prefent fefiion, and wc mult perceive fuch enor¬ 
mous alterations in this bJefled conftirution, that thofe who 
were formerly acquainted with it, could fcarcely know it again. 
America is laid to have a new and untried conftitution; the 
obfervation may be juft, but 1 cannot help thinking, that from 
the late wonderful innovations, the conftitution of this cotin- 
try may pradtically be Lid to be, of a later date, than Cv£a 
that of America, or any other country whatever. Upon this, 
however, I (hall not enlarge farther at prefent. ’ * [ , 

u As to the objedt of my honourable friend’s motion, ’ft 
feems to be admitted, that the principles upon which it is fup- 
ported are of the moft delirable nature } lo much indeed do I 
conceive this to lie the cafe, that I think it unneceflary to 
argue upon the vvifdom of them, confidcred in an abftradt 
.point of view. He has likewife admitted that the improve¬ 
ments he looks up to, mu ft be of a gradual nature ; and he has 
certainly hit upon the moft folid and natural balls on which to 
build his future fuperftruifture, when he propofes to commence 
his operations by eftablifhing a fyftem of property among the 
negroes. Independently, then, of the principles abftra&cdly 
confidered. the chief queftions feem to be, firft, how far, in a 
prudential point of view, it is wife ip my honourable friend to 
bring forward the proportion he has no# done, as connected 
> with 
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with, arwi'ikrMu^oty to the final hbolitreh of the (lave trad*i 
and, fecopcuy, What arc,,the means by which he intends bib 
prtncWes tooe carried into pra&ice. , , , 

, u ply honourable and learned*friend who fpoke Jaft, ftewed 
to confider this as a debate upon the propriety of adopting tbp 

S afittyn now made to the Houfe, Or of deciding for a total 
tion.—How happy fhould 1 feel were that a<3ually the 
and with how little hefitation fhould I prefer a total abo* 


on the queftion of the entire abolition of the ilavc trade, I have 
pledged myfelf to the Houfe upon that point. Thole honour¬ 
able gentlemen who have been equally, if not more ftrenuous 
t|on myfelf in this caufe, 1 do not prefume have any inten¬ 
tions of abandoning it; but fure 1 am, that no feffion (ball 
pad. While X have the honour of fetting in this Houfe, without 
dwaetfrtums being employed to accelerate this deferable event. 
iT’fth one, am determined not to contribute to the increafe oh 
^jfeijpetuation of that ftigma which muft ever be attached to 
this Houfe and to this country, while that abominable traffic is 
permitted to exift. If, Sir, we were at the beginning of a 
feftion,. and there was any folid hope that an abolition was 
likely to take place, 1 would yield to the argument of my ho* 
nourable and learned friend, but the Bill introduced for that 
purpofc has been loft. I know not exa£lly, if the forms of 
the Houfe admit of the introduction of another, for the ac* 
fcomplilhment of the fame object j or if they did, X fee do 
Certainty of better fuccefs. 

**,When 1 look forward, I fee little rational ground of hope, 
"ctflarly when 1 reflect upon the characters and fituation 




fiy, that men of the greateft power and influence in the Coup* 
try, and of unqUeftionably great abilities, could throw little 
weight into the fcale in the confederation of any queftion 
Would indeed be ridiculous. What was aflually the cafe ? 
The queftion was introduced with the approbation and fuppon 
of a minifter who forely has neither lefs influence nor Jkfs per* 
fonal talents than any of his predeccffors, and yet the plan has 
failed. If this be fo, when, where, how are we to procure 
fuccefs ? The plan too. Sir; was defeated, contrary to a folema 
dccifion of parliament; having di(graced themtelves in this 
Jfeameful manner, what right have 1 to hope that another qc* 
cafion will fooji be prefeqfed for the attainment of this offered 
©bje& t tVhat then dot mv honourable friend propufe ? -That 

the 
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the Houfe will not totally forget all thefe honourable^ humane 
ferttiments they have formerly uttered upon the-octfafiofij 'tut 
that if they are not inclined to fulfil all they have pVomifed,' 
they will at leaft (how a defire of doing fottaething to give fob - 1 
fiance to their profeffiorts, and to prove that they were 
founded in fincerity. 

“ I now come to confider the nature of the meansby which' 
my honourable friend propofes to carry his propofition into ex¬ 
ecution ; and upon this undoubtedly the whole difficulty refts. 
The right of taxation, and of general legiflation, have, I con¬ 
ceive, been improperly confounded together. They are, to all' 
intents and purpofes, practically different. This difference 
was conftantly acknowledged in the great queftion of Ameri¬ 
can independence. The Americans never found fault witty 
our Iegiflative ads, until they involved the queftion of taxa¬ 
tion. Lord Chatham, m a fpeech in this Houfe, and 1 do 
honour to his memory for the fentiment, fa id, that he rejoiced 
in the rcfiftancc made by America, to every attempt to tax > 
them, for the purpofes of revenue; and in the very fame fjtyhgh 
he added, (I do not (ay I go all that length with him) thanfc 
neverthelels would not permit any matter of commerce to take 
place, not even a hob-nail, to be made in America, without 
the faudion of the Bntifh legiflature. I mention this chiefly 
to (hew the diftindion that has been made between IrgiflatiVe 
ads of the one kind and the other; but in the American dis¬ 
pute there was a difference taken, not only between ads of 
general legiflation and ot taxation, but between ads of tax¬ 
ation for the purpofes of internal regulation, and ads of taxa¬ 
tion for the increafe of the revenue Ads of taxatioh for the 
regulation of the Poft Office were quietly acquiefced in. It 
was only when we offered them the alternative to accept or 
refufe indiscriminately ads of every defcription paffed by the 
Brttifh fenate, that they difeovered figns of ferious re¬ 
finance. 

“ With refped to the Weft Indies, we have already re¬ 
nounced every right of taxation. My learned friend fays, we 
have no right of this kind—fo do I—but he fays he is not 
seady to admit in what refpeds legiflarive ads of any other 
nature /nay be pafTed, and he has brought forward the cafe of 
Ireland as in point upon this queftion. The ad paffed Four¬ 
teen years ago, put that matter right as to Ireland. In no 
inftance could the difference between ads of legiflation -and 
taxation, be more clearly afeertained. I from this fource drew 
my arguments during the American war. In every cafe of 
either external or internal regiriarior, the Irifh were perfedly 
Vol. IV, 17 ^ 6 . K fob- - * 



'SjpdbDPALt/S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Commokj. 

i if the We intention of raiflng a tax for the 
purpbfe bt Revenue had gone abroad, it would infallibly, have 
produced refinance. 1 muftconfefs, at the fame time, that,to 
legiftatefor colonies, is at no time deiirable ; it ought only to 
be done when neceffity calls for it. How far is this the cafe 
at iprefent ? I do not wifh, it muflbe obferved, upon, the oc- 
itafibh, to repeat the mere letter of the law. My learned 
fjib rid, and every other profeffional man, would certainly tell 
the, that a Britilh ftatute was as much the law of Jamaica as 
thb law of Middlesex; but I am not fond of unneceflfarily 
tttdtliihg this legiflatlve authority over perfons not actually 
ftprefeiitfed, and where much injuflice might arife for want of 
tt^optl 1 local information. We are, however, at prefent ra¬ 
il tided to an unfortunate dilemma, and I am obliged to put 
this queflion to myfelf ‘ Whether it be better to make ufe of 
ft pafriil remedy which may in fome refpe&s be exceptionable., 
6r permit the evil in its full extent to continuer’ I bavebeea 
ac4fd of throwing out the threat of independence upon the 
of the Well India illands. I do, jn anfwer to that, 
^.noft decidedly affirm, that if it were to become a queftiou 
Vhether thefe inlands fhould be connected with this country, 
and in confequence of that connexion, all the ftigma attend¬ 
ing the abominable fyftetn of flavery fhould be ignominioully 
continued, or that their compleat independence fhould take 
plabd, I fhould not have one doubt on the fubjed. 1 am by no 
ineans blind to the danger of fuch a reparation. I delire it 
ftot, the reparation would be painful, the danger great, but if 

the colonies were inclined to refufe their aflent to fo wife and 
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humane a proportion as has now been made for the ameliora¬ 
tion of the ftate of the Haves, I fhould not fed mylelf inclined 
to employ either armies or navies to reduce them to fubje&ion, 
but Would in the language of a gentleman, who, though noc 
prefeint, I cannot name as being a member of this Houle, 
delire them to “ go and be happy in their own way,” if hap- 
jirriefs could be found by a&ing contrary to every principle qf 
niftice, policy, and humanity. If, however, it be acknow¬ 
ledged that the Britilh parliament has .the power of genera^ 
Jegiflation, and that it may in fome cafes of neceffity be exer¬ 
cised, I afk, what cafe of greater neceffity can be pur, than 
ft cafe Which involves the character and honour of the Britifh 
hitmfe ? T have occasionally faid, that a war to prelerve out 
honour is the only juftifiable war. Even this principle, were 
ft heceflary, I fhould not find myf-lf at a lofsto fupport; but 
Jt,ih any cafe a Jegillative ad is demanded for the.purpofcs of 
’wfcreft," policy, aggrandisement* or the increafc of commerce. 
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qre any fqch obje&s to be compared with that of removing th«> 
national difhonour, which muft ever be eopne&ed with, thq 
iupport and continuance of this trad? in apy of its branches, 

1 (hall for thefe reaions unqueftionably vote for the introduc? 
lion of th|s Bill. 

. « We^e any perfon to give me a reafonable ground to hope 
that an abolition of the have trade would fpeedily take place, 
were it held out to me that any other ftep would be taken tQ% 
Wards our amelioration of the Hate of the Haves in the Wqft 
Indies, were I to be told that a recommendation would. 
from the throne to efTed the deljrable purpofe, I might perhaps 
beftlent upon tins occafion ; but let me no longer hear of ex* 
pedations from the acts of colonial attl-mblies ! When I loofe 
%t the infernal code of laws under which th? po$n negroes 
languifh, when 1 fee they are not confidered as men, and 
reflect one moment upon the penalties to which they are fnb^ 
jeded, and the oppreffion under which they labour, I expetft 
nothing from thefe allemblies, who give countenance to (uch : 
proceedings. 

** It was urged as an argument by my learned friend, H 
the queftion of abolition to which he fe» heartily gives hi% 
aflent, by no means involves the difputc on the right of legif- 
Iation, but that every provificn in th^t Bill comes within the 
acknowledged authority of this Houfe i permit me, however, 
to fay that the oppolcrs of that Bill, and foiqe of them jugh in 
authority, conftantly held out as an argument of fome weight, 
t^ie opinion whjch thofe immediately upon the fpot in the Weft 
Indies, pr immediately connected with them might entertain 
upon the fubjvd. This, therefore, is no fair ground for op- 
pofmg my honourable friend’s motion. As to the queftion of 
representation, the Weil Indies arc pot, propeiiy fpeuking, re- 
prefetited in this Houfe, nor is it practicable, perhaps, that 
they fhoyld be fp; no more is Ireland, no more was America, 
As to their reprefenration in the Weft Indies, it might.bg 
palled a pure reprefen tilt ipn of property, in confequejipe of thff 
number of blacjcs. But we ought, in this cafe, to confide^ the 
difference between a real and virtual reprefentatipp, and the 
proportion which in this refped the Weft Indies bear to any 
Other inftance known in this country. Were we even to bring 
to our recoiled ion the time when fo many Irifti landholders 
rehded in this country, and held feats in this Houle, and whe* 
lb much land in Ireland was under mortgage jn tips country, 
yet would that b^sr no proportion to the power and inffyenc? 
<pf Weft India proprietors at the prefent moment* A country 
may undoubtedly be virtually reprefentfd. I do .got fay it is 
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in every inftance the beft mode, but ftanding where I now do, 
I mud acknowledge the fad ; and finely if any country was 
ever virtually reprefented, it is the Weft Indies in this Houfe. 
Does not every man hearing me fed, from the fate of the Bill 
for the abolition of the Have trade, that they are both virtually 
and powerfully reprefented in this Houfe ? In fliort. Sir, no 
jc^fe can appear to me to call in a more preffing manner upon' 
4he legislative authority of the Britifli parliament, than the pre- 
dent, unlefs we confider as nugatory all we have ever heard, 
either from thofe who promote or oppofe the abolition of the 
Have trade. Good God ! Mr. Speaker, have we come to a 
fblemn decifton upon the fubjeCt, and yet pafs year after year, 
without taking a fingle meafure to catry our refolutions into 
execution? We are guilty of hypocrify of the bafeft fort. I 
am conftrained to vote ior any meafure of the kind propofed, 
in order to prove that there is yet fome fir.cerity left in the 
Houfe of Commons. I hoped that my learned friend, in op¬ 
posing this motion, and with the anxiety which he expreftes 
J&^f^total abolition, would have thrown out fome hope of fuch 
tk-'event being likely to take place—but 1 am forry to fay, I 
fee no fuch profped at the prefent period. After what took 
place in the year 1792, and the fubiequent flagrant breach of 
promife that has taken place, all aflurances coming from this 
Houfe muft naturally be looked upon as vain and frivolous. 
At the fame time I confefs 1 even now think it would be fome- 
thing, were the Houfe, during the prelent feflion, to come to 
fome folemn refolution on the fubject. 1 have already faid, 
that a vote on this queftion muft necelfarily be given with fome 
degree of difficulty; but 1 give mine clearly and confcienti- 
oufly, becaufe fuch a meafure, with all the obftacles attend¬ 
ing it, is lefs objectionable, and lefs contrary to humanity and 
jdftice, that doing nothing to alleviate thofe miferies which are 
at this moment attached to ilavery in the Weft Indies. When 
an entire abolition of the trade was propofed in 1796, or were 
jt now to be propofed at any fixed period, I fhould probably 
bbje& to any regulations of an inferior nature; but the quef¬ 
tion of abolition is loft, and I have no option left. Is it in¬ 
deed come to this, that the Britifti parliament have refufed to 
abolifh the abominable traffic in human flefh, and the Haves in 
the iflands are to be left to the humanity of the Weft India 
proprietors ? If it were apparent from authentic documents 
that the colonial affemblies would pafs thofe ads which huma¬ 
nity demands, or that an abolition of the trade woukl be 
efftded by parliament, there would be no occafion for fuch 
% meafure is the prefent ■, but if no fuch thing is likely to take 

place. 
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place, 1 find myfelf under the neceflity of voting for the' 
motion of my honourable friend.’” ‘ * 

Mr. Serjeant Jelair laid, that he did not go the length' bf 
faying, that no propofition with regard to the abolition cobid 
he entertained by the Houfe this feffion. He thought that tlfe 
Houle-might take fome ftep to fulfil the pledge they had given, 
and the reafon why he himfclf was averfe to take lip the lub- 
jedt was, that he would not take it out of the hands of *a 
honourable gentleman, who had profecuted the fubjeft with 
fuch humanity and perfeverance, and whufe abilities qualified 
him fo well to condudt it. " 

Sir IVilliam Young affirmed, that throughout the iflauds 
there were religious congregations of negroes, and itinerant 
preachers in abundance. If gentlemen h -d ttavelled in the 
Weft Indies, as he had done, they would be more competent 
than they were to fpeak on the lubjeit. The negroes we:e 
happier in general and more comfortable than the poor people 
of this country, which he could prove, were he difpetf^tb 
make invidious diftinclio.ns. They were already ailo^Bg 
piece of ground, which they cultivated as their own proper^ 
He was furprifed that the honourable gentleman talked 
iightly of giving away to each negro as much land as would 
here be a qualification to vote. Had the propofnior.s of the 
honourable gentleman gone to effect any local remedies by ah 
addrefs to the throne, in order to be recommended to the colo¬ 
nial" allemblie«, he, as well as others, would have heartily 
concurred. Slaves had ferved in the war from real attach¬ 
ment to their mailers, and not from the motives aferibed by 
toe honourable gentleman. He mentioned the ariftocracy 
that prev.filed among flaves, and their propenfity to domineer 
over one another, and e.vpreficd his furprize that the Houfe 
could hearken to propofitions, that went to interfere with the 
internal legillation of the iilaods, by taxing the landed property 
of the proprietors, and by giving the negroes their ground. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, as he had repeatedly 
delivered his fentiments at confiderahle length on the neceflity 
of the abolition of the Afiican flave trade, he would now 
briefly ftate his opinion on the motion before the Houfe. He 
agreed that there were many ancient laws prevailed in feveral 
of the colonies; there was much, nevertheless, yet to be done 
to ameliorate the condition of the flaves. What had fallen 
from the honourable Baronet was a fubjecl of fome conlolation, 
and he contemplated with (erious fatisfadlion that thefe unfor¬ 
tunate people had experienced fome benefit from thedifeuffions 
which had taken place on the fubjeft. But there was ftifl 

much 
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much to be done, and that couid be only accompliQied by a 
total abolition, as prefled with To much eloquence and juftice 
by his learned friend. The fyftem was fundamentally wrong, 
and no amelioration of the condition cf i'.tc Haves in the Weft 
Indies, ecu id remove his obiection to tiiaL fyftem, but he had 
fitnguire nopes t’ ut pailianu.nl would perfevere and complete 
What found poucy urged, and what it had fo laudably begun. 
As the planters became more enlightened, they would find it 
their inttreft to foften the condition of the Haves, and he 
hoped that the fpontaneous efforts of the planters would 
induce them to ameliorate their fituations exclufive of what 
had been impofed upon them by the executive government of 
the country. The total abolition of the trafiick. in thole un¬ 
fortunate people, he concluded was the only a£t to be expected 
from the Eritilh Route of Commons, and v.un.out this no 


local air cf legifiation he conceived would be of any material 
avail. His learned frim i had pointed out riie dangerous and 
inifehievous tendency of enCraiooni-g by air. aft oi internal 
Jt^rAion, to attempt introJucrg principles cf morality, or 
■^^trefling their condition by interfering with the property of 
the pJ’anteis. As long as a torrent of new negroes were 
poured info the iflands, he m;>int:iined that every plan 
adopted mult prove impolitic and inadequate to the end pio- 
pofed. 

No man would deny that many of the p:i r .c'pvs laid down 
by the honourable member, were founced in juluce and 
humanity; it was laudable to infill into their minds morality ; 
but all inftrudtions were fruitlds as long as new negroes were 
imported into the colonies ; the old Haves u ore fufeeptibie of 
information ; fuch would however operate to little advantage, 
without the total abolition was made the fit ft preliminary ftep 
to inftruflion. This was an opinion which he had long 
formed, and from which he would never depart, and it was 
fhengthened, not only by the debate of that night, Put by 
every difeufiion which had taken place on the fubjed, it ought 
therefore to induce the Houfe to return to that opinion which 
it had folemnly recorded on its journals. The quell ion, he 
was firmly periuadrJ, v'vs only fufpeuded, but he wa* dearly 
againft palling any '..vy for taxaivn >n a Eritilh parliament, 
that would have jo its operation a loia) application to every 
eftate in rhe W cf: India Colonies. In giving property to Haves, 
the queftion of taxation was effected, for what could be more 
fubftantial than fuch a dilpofu) of the property of ihe planters, 
though taxation had been given, and it was dangerous to alfume 
even the appearance of it, when fo many evils might en- 
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fue. Taking away their property was a violation of repre¬ 
sentation alfo in its beft and mod valuable effect, that of 
practical fecurity. He cautioned the Houfe againft ftirring 
a queftion of fuch a delicate nature; it would only excite a 
fpirit of oppofition, and make a fruitless attempt to do that 
which might be done in a regular courfe by a liberal control 
of the law, by regulating the external trade of the country.. 
The Houfe had relinquished the power of altering the pro¬ 
perty of the negroes ; it had given out of its hand the power 
of taxation in the colonics; therefore, if the ftirring of any 
queftion was more dangerous and Hazardous than another, 
it was that to which he had adverted. If parliament referved 
its undoubted right to regulate every meafure that relates to 
trade, it retained the power of aholifhing the Slave Trade ; 
why then not adopt the meafure at once, without involving 
it in innumerable difficulties, by attempting to interfere with 
the local legiilation of the colonics ? In this view of the 
queftion, and admitting what he did as to the princlt^^rf 
internal improvement, he felt no difficulty in faying, 
confident with the end he propofed, in finally aholifhing 
African Slave Trade, that he was bound to give his negative 
to the prefent motion. He begged leave to fay, with regard 
to what had been urged, and urged truly of the neceflity of 
the Houfe not deferring its own pledge, that no man felt 
more ftronajv than he did the propriety of the obfervation : 
but how did it apply in the prefent bufinefs ? In his opinion, 
that pledge was not fecured to the public bv the prefent mo¬ 
tion, becaufe the Bill of the honourable gentleman was totally 
diftindt from the meafures of an abolition. So far he could not 
countenance the motion ; if the Bill was even palled, it would 
not go a ftep further to redeem that lolemn pledge of parlia¬ 
ment. He could not avoid pieffing another obfervation on 
notice of gentlemen ; which was, when he confidered the 
Very, fmall majority by which the motion of his honourable 
friend (Mr. Wilberforce) was lately loft, and he contem¬ 
plated the large majority who fupported the Abolition on 
other occafions ; he had the moil fanguine hopes that parlia¬ 
ment, by coming hereafter to a ftmilar vote, would maintain 
its honour and prd'erve its confiftency. 

The Secretary at Jfrar laid, he was fully Convinced that 
all parties in that Houfe lincerdy and unanimoufly wifhed to 
ameliorate the condition of the Haves in the Weft Indies ; 
every plan that went to that efTedt would always meet with 
his concurrence. His honourable friend, in adverting to the 
plan propc,fed by his right honourable friend (Mr. Burke) 

laid. 
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fold, he abandoned that plan, becaufe he was incapable of 
embracing the fubjed on the large fcale on which he had 
viewed it. This certainly was furficient caufe for him not to 
have attempted a talk to which his honourable friend acknow¬ 
ledged he was not competent. He was, however, fo far a 
friend to the plan propofed, inafmuch as it embraced much of 
ffiat of (Mr Burke) whole genius and talents are fo emi- 
' latently qualified for maturing a plan on a fubjed of this na¬ 
ture and magnitude. He did not think that if they were to 
proceed on the plan propofed by his honourable friend, there 
Wpuid be any determined oppofition from the planters; if 
there was, it would arife principally from a queftion that had 
been touched upon relative to the power of this country to 
legiflatc in all matters for her colonics, a queftion which he 
agreed with his honourable friend ought not to be agitated at 
all, except in cafes of abfoiutc neceflity, and then only as far 
as the immediate exigency of the cafe required. He wifhed 
thofe-.who were fo cautious of vcntuiing on that difeufiion 
had been as much fo on other parts of the queftion, 

► J&rticulurly the total aholit'on. He had great and (anguine 
hopes that much in the way of amelioration would be done by 
the colon>es themfclves, and he did not defpair but by their 
exertions, and furh plans as that now proposed, the Slave 
Trade would be abolifiled without any danger or d icontent in 
auy fhape whatever; ftom this idea it was that he preferred 
the prefent and fimilar regulations, even to an immediate Abo¬ 
lition. He could never agree with thofe who laid they would 
have no compromife on this fuhjed; what had they been 
doing ever fmee the queftion was firft agitated, but compro- 
mifing in fome way or other, from time to time, as they went 
on. In confequeuce of the regulations that had been made, 
much amelioration had taken place, and that gradual fvftem 
‘wa?, in his mind, the beft and molt certain way of finally 
effecting an Abolition. From what they had already feetr, 
it was fair to conclude, that fiavery would be abolifhed by the 
Weft Indians themfelves, and equally fo to believe that in the 


fame proportion as it was difcoritinued by them, the barbarifm 
of the Africans would leflen. He concluded by wifhing that 
‘the Bill might be brought in. 

Mr. Ejie faid, as a fubjed of the country, and a member 
'of parliament, he muft give his decided negative to the plan 
propofed by the honourable gentleman, as tending to the rapid 
Apparition of the colonies from this country. The agitation 
JfSf the queftion of legiflating tor the colonies was dangerous 
in the extreme j the Houfe iiiould recoiled the conduiion of 
*'* ' - .... the 
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the conteft with America which was fealedwith blood i he 
entreated the Houfe to profit by that example; it wouldbdr iil 1 
fa£l drawing the fword againft the colonies, to attempt, 
an ad of the Britifh legiflature, to tax the iflands. A di (litres- 
tion had been attempted to be made between taxation andte- 
giftation, but he could not allow that in this queftion they 1 
could be feparated. 

Mr. IV. Smith laid, that he could not give a filent vote Ot» 
this motion, becaufe he thought it neceflary to give his refit- 
fons for the vote he meant to give. He agreed with all thofe 
who were decidedly for a total and immediate abolition j at 
the fame time he mull fay, that whilft that could not be ob^ 
tained, every meafure that could polfibly tend in any decree 
to come nearer to that effect, or to ameliorate in any way the 
condition of thofe unfortunate beings, who fufft-red fo mnch 
from this unjull, inhuman, and murderous traffic of nian- 
llealing, would meet with every fupport that he could give, 
and fuch epithets he alwaj s would apply to a trade that 
never could be mentioned by any iiritifh fubjec^|gt 
with the greateft abhorrence. Mr. Smith exprefle 
wilh to dwell but fhortly on the different topics that hai 
been introduced into the debate, he thought it neceflary how¬ 
ever to fav fomeihing on one particular and effential point, 
and that was the argument ufid by many gentlemen, iliac 
much might be expe&ed from colonial k-gifiation ; and, in 
fupporting this argument, they had doubted, and in ibme ■de¬ 
gree eontraddied, what had been faid of colonial legiflatipn 
by his two honourable friends behind him. In juflice to theqa 
and to truth, he mull call the attention of the Houfe to the 
laws of thofe iflands, and then afk the Houfe, what they hud 
Id expect in fairnefs from the legiflators ? For this purpofe it 
became neceflary for the honourable gentleman to read the 
liws of the different iflandsjfbr the management of their negroes. 
He took thofe of the lateft dates on each ifiand, ntoftiy alt fa. 
4788, and pointed out their abfurdity, cruelty, and" injuftTfcb. 
After much pertinent reafoning, he concluded by giving fys 
vote for his honourable friend’s motion. > 

Mr. Secretary -Dtutdas faid he did not intend to follow gen¬ 
tlemen on the general queilion of the abolition of theflaVe 
trade, which had been too much introduced into the dehatb. 
When he heard gentlemen talking about the Hoyle having 
difgraecd itfelfby departing from.what they had before pTed^td 
themftlves to, be would remark that be thought fuch language 
was very drfrefpedlful to the-Houfe* and pot at al|’ warrltued 
fcy. any. ihing that bad beep. dope. la dll art it was’ no .more 
Yoa. IV. 1796. L "" ‘ than 
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than a ftrong way which fomr people had of ftating their own 
opinions, without any regard to the opinions of others, as 
able, as wife, and not lefs juft and humane than thcmfelvcs. 
With regard to the queftion itfelf, he would repeat what he 
shad ftated before, that unlefs you have the concui rence of the 
colonies themfelves, ail that you can do in the way of internal 
regulation is not worth a ftraw. The honourable gentleman 
bad-opened his fpeeeh bv defiring the Houfe not to anticipate 
any of his conclufions before he ftated them, and if he was 
rtghtly informed, he had been fo cautious to conceal his in¬ 
tentions by this motion, that he had not even made them 
known to his own confidential friends. This caution that 
nobody fhould know what he meant to bring forward, had 
been very ufeful to him ; thus far, at leaf!, it had fecured 
him a patient hearing. If he had at firft ftated that his propo¬ 
sition went to the fubverfion of all colonial laws, property, and 
rights, that it could be productive of no one good purpofe, and 
was only meant to produce an immediate and dangerous ciuarrel 
this country and her colonies, certainly he would 
nave been fuftered to bring forward any fuch piopofition. 
^nie was therefore right to keep every body fo much in the 
dark. He agreed in the general opinion that the queftion of 
right to legiflate ought not to be agitated, except in rafts of 
needfity, arid he would venture to fay that the B'. ii, if pafled 
into a law, could produce no good, but would be extremely 
dangerous in its confequences, by oppofing to the complaints, 
already made in your colonies a queftion of doubtful leg illa¬ 
tion. He cotended that the object of the propol'eci Bill went 
dire£Hy to taxation of all colonial propertj, real and pcrfonal, 
and could be brought forwaid for no other purpofe but that 
of creating difpute. Some gentlemen had aftertcJ, very itiiv 
in bis opinion, that if this alternative was put, whether will 
you Jofe the Weft India iflands, or abulilh the fluve trade f 
—♦they certainly would do the latter at the expence of the 
former. But in fa<it there could be no fuch alternative, if 
they were quit of the Weft Indies to-morrow, they would 
be no ways nearer the abolition of the fiave trade. Much 
abufehad been thrown out againlt colonial legiflation : their 
laws certainly were not all to be vindicated j but m them, 
as in every thing elfe, they had been gradually improving, 
and might ftill be expeded to improve. Neither fhould mat¬ 
ters in general be judged of by their moft exceptionable parts: 
„if they were to look at the flatute books of tins country, 
many laws equally bad would be found tojiain their pages, 
Befides, while they were abufing colonial legilhuion, they 
! * ouch; 
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ought to refleft that they were abufing the king and council, 
for thefe laws had all been aflented to in this country. He 
was furprifed to hear gentlemen talk of agreeing to no com* 
promife, and wifhed to know how they would act when the 
Bill for regulating the middle paflage would be before 
them. Would they refill it, with all the advantages obtained 
for the comfort of the negroes, merely becaufe they had not 
carried the total abolition ? He did not fuppofe they would. 
But feeling himfclf to get more into length than he wifbed.or 
intended, he concluded by giving his decided negative to the 
motion.- - 

Mr- Rolinfon faid, he wiftied the motion intended for the 
difeuflion of the Weft India expedition (alluding to Mr. 
Sheridan’s notice) had preceded that which had been intro¬ 
duced on the prefent occafion. The maintenance of thefe 
lflands in the pofleflibn of Great Britain ftiould be the objedl 
of the contemplation of its parliament, and any mode of re¬ 
gulation, till the great point of their fecurity was eftablflral, 
was irritating or nugatory at beft, unlefs fome confidenBfcji 
exertion was made, and in the manner the moft expeditious 
imaginable. He trembled to think of the defperate ftate they 
weie likely to be reduced to with refpedt to their dependence 
on this country ; of the learned Serjeant who had taken an, 
early part in the dehate, hefpoke in terms of the higheft com¬ 
mendation. A lawyer of eminent talents and dignified cha¬ 
ncier in his profeffion, quitting its purfuits to attend to the 
exigencies of his country and arrange himfelf on the fide of 
her conftitutional and eirential interefts, afforded a brilliant 
example for the imitation of his learned colleagues, and 
marked him out as a fignal benefadlor to that ftate in whofe 
caufe fo noble an exertion land been manifefted. The prin¬ 
ciples inculcated in his excellent fpeech commanded the per¬ 
fect acquicfcence of the honourable member, the idea of en¬ 
forcing taxation on the colonies was dangerous in the (ex¬ 
treme, and he hoped would never again be attempted j at the 
fame time he was not prepared to condemn the principle which 
dictated the motion now adduced before the Houfe. In con- 
fequence of its introduction laws framed, and lately framed in 
Jamaica and other iflands under the Britifti government had 
been developed, laws fanguinary and oppreflivc beyond what 
ke could have conceived the exiftence of in a civili&ed country 
after the horror excited by their communication* he could not 
but think fome admonition was requifite to irnprefs-on. the minds- 
of the We it India planters the neceffity or obviating the dreadful, 
confequence (to themlclves as well as their dependants) that 

L 2 omit 
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ffiuft'fee the- rcfolt oft be continuance of a fyftem fo revolting 
to humanityji and he trufted that gentlemen who were pro¬ 
prietors of our valuable poffeffions in that pit of the world, 
Wouldno longer fuffer (uch abominable abufes to pafs current 
under the facred names of law and juftice. It was not with¬ 
out aibonifhment he had heard from a right honourable Secre¬ 
tary^ eonfeffion of his having given his aflenttothem as a privy 
Counfellor in this country ; fuch conduit could admit of no 
either excufe than the being unacquainted with thofe laws to 
Which be had made himfelf a party; and what a miferable de¬ 
fence was that for a man high in office, to confefs he had np- 
glefted the duties of his filiation. No man was juftified in 
felting his band to a paper of the contents which he was igno¬ 
rant, and thd right hqnourable gentleman was reprehensible for 
his negligence, in proportion to the inifehievous tendency of 
that perverfion of legal authority|he had contributed in giving 
alanftion to. 

Jjfr;; Manning contended that the regulations adopted by 
jadr^colonUl dfembly of the ifland of Jamaica in the Con¬ 
solidated Aft palled in 1792, which were mod advantageoufly 
framed for the happinefs of the negroes, were, in themfelves, 
fnfficient re prevent the meafures propofed by the honourable 
gentleman in his intended Bill. It, therefore, the honourable 
gentleman had recourfe to that aft, he would find that the 
greateft attention had been particularly given to the rearing 
of childreu; and though he did not pofitivdy aflert that the 
meafures had been adopted in all the other iflamis, yet he had 
every right to infer, that they had been equally attentive to 
promote tbe happinefs of their negroes. 

Mr. IV. Smith explained. 

' Mr, Francis , in reply, obferved, that if the declarations 
which had been fo frequently and fo ftrongly made by thofe 
gentlemen who oppofed his motion in favour of the Haves, 

. had been attended to by themfelves, he flurnld not that night 
jiave brought forward his motion. He apprehended, both from 
refult of a former debate, and the probable event of that 
night, that nothing effectual would be adopted for the relief 
of the unhappy men whole miferable fuuadon was fubmitted 
to the judgment of the Houfe. The right honourable gentle¬ 
man confounded tbe objeft and means, but if he refuted die 
• means, he fhould at kait give no oppofition to tbe objeft, and 
he was at liberty to purfue it after his own method. It had 
urged, that the Bill which he propofed to introduce went 
||gp renounce the right of taxing the colonies; but he pofitively 
‘denied that it could bear fuch a conflruftiou. Mr. Francis 
iii v V concluded 
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concluded by faying, that he would not prefs a drvifiob cm 
this motion, but hoped that gentlemen would come forward 
themfelves, and propofe meafures to alleviate the diflrelUas- of 
the (laves. The motion was then put and negatived without 
a divifion. 


Mr. Wm. Smith moved, « That an humble addrefs Be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, praying that he may be gradoufly 
pleafcd tofgive directions that there be laid before the Houfe 
copies of the feveral Adts relating to the regulation, &e* Sec* 
of (laves, pafled by the different colonial afl’emblies iincc the 
yearJ788.” ? 

Mr. Fox defired to be informed by the tight honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Dundas) who had declared his opinion, that 
the flave trade fhould be confined to (laves under a certain 


age, whether he meant that fuch a limitation (hould be carried 
into effedt by the parliament of this country, or by the,co¬ 
lonial aflemblies ? He alfo wilhcd to be acquainted,, whe¬ 
ther it was the right honourable gentleman’s tntentj ^h in 
confequence of that opinion, to bring forward any 
that nature ? 


Mr. Dundas replied, that he certainly could not think of 
propofing fuch a meafurc at a. moment when the country was 
involved'in war. Were he to do fo,. he might be jullly 
charged with inconfiffencv. 

Mr. Smith’s motion was agreed to. 

Adjourned at twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, April 12. 

Heard counfel in an Appeal from the Court of Chancery, 
Lord Albermarle verfus Rogers. 

Received a number of Bills from the Commons, which 
were read a firft time. 

Thefecond reading of the personal facceffion tax Bill was 
poftponed till Thurfday the tyth* 

The Earl tf Lauderdale (aid, that as this was a tax novel in 
its nature, and involved principles of the greateft importance, 
he would move their LordOiips to be fummoned on that day. 

Heard cotinfel, and examinedevidence. Off Moorfom’s di¬ 
vorce, after which the Bill was read a fecoad time. 

Adjourned. . 


N * 


*■ * 1 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, April 12. 

v, ,w 

The hard Mayor prefented a petition from a body of the city 
brewers, in favour of the publicans Bill, to prevent the pur¬ 
loining of pewter pots. Ordered to lie on fhe table. 

Mr. Rile moved an addrefs to his Majefty, praying that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to give diredions for furnithing the 
.Houfe with an account of monies ifTued in pnrfuance cf ad- 
drefTes up to the 4th of December, 1795, which had not' beeu 
made good by parliament. 

Mr. Kofe alfo fignified his intention of moving for a com¬ 
mittee of the Houfe to confider of permitting the importa¬ 
tion of melaffes in the fhips of fhtes at amity with this coun- 
try. 

MISDEMEANOUR COSTS BILL. 

Mr. Heniker Mar or moved the fecond reading of the Bill for 
gW^Vng cofts in cafes of mifdemeanours, as the law now 
in cafes of Felony, Sic. The Bill being read a fecond 
^time, after a few prefatory words on the general utility of fuch 
a roeafure, be obferved, that he wifiled to fubmit it to the con- 
fideration of a fcled committee, previous to its being conli- 
dered by a committee of the whole Houfe* 

Mr. Serjeant Adair feconded him in his propofition; on 
which the Bill was referred to a fcledl committee. 

EXTIRING AND EXPIRED LAWS. 

Mr. Abbott rofe, to make a motion rcfpeCtmg the ftate of 
our temporary laws, of which be had before given notice. 
He prefaced it by a fhort view of the advantages that would 
arife from having a clear diftind regifter of the expiring and 
expired laws regularly fubmitted to the Houfe. A ftatenlent 
of this kind was annually brought forward; that, however, 
was much fhort of what it ought to be ; he wifhed, therefore, 
to extend the plan, fo as to embrace all temporary laws. One 
jof his objects was, to obviate the evil that might arife from 
the expiration of a temporary law fHH fuppolcd to txift. The 
regular digeil which he wanted, would operate as an effectual 
remedy againft fuch accidental miftakes. The legiflature 
might, by this means, always have a criterion to direct them 
in iimi'ar cafes j^ and be better enabled to judge immany doubt¬ 
ful cafes, qn wmch the wil'dom of our anceftors had already 
decided.. This digeft would contain a fund of experimental 
policy*, and obfolete ftatutes might if neccflary be revived 
with inch alterations as times and circumftances fhould re- 
: . . ' " quiic. ' 
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quire. Though he was aware that the coliefling fuch a digeft 
would be a matter of fome labour, he hoped it might be foou 
prepared. Mr. Abbott concluded with moving for a com¬ 
mittee to infpect and con fide r the Hate of the recently expiring 
and expired laws, and to report a ftatcment of them to the 
Houfe, mentioning the. occafions on which they were enabled j 
alfo a llatcment of all expiring and expired laws whatever, 
deferring each by its title, chapter, and feclions, and men¬ 
tioning its duration, together with the comments and obler- 
vatiohs of the committee on the fame. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair iole to fecond the motion, and to thank 
the honourable gentleman for having introduced fo wife and , 
expedient a propofition. For want of fuch a regular digeft, 
not merely tailing mi flakes, but IVrious evils were often in¬ 
curred, as from the voluminous complexion of the ftatute. 


book; of this country, there was even danger, left gentlemen 
bred to the prnfdiion of law, might, from haftc and the exi¬ 
gency of the moment, adopt judgments neither prope^ 
filutary. Such a digeft was touch wanted in the diftribuS 
of criminal juftice} he hhnfclf could mention cafes where 
there had been great cfcapes from running into irreparable 
errors and evils in ih cilions of that nature. It was true this 


mifehief was a good deal checked and prevented, by the ability 
and integrity of our judges. It mutt, nevertherlcfs, appear 
evident to all men, chat the utmoft precifion was neceiFary tr» 
aider tain the fcvcral obligations and various relations of our 
national and commercial interefts. Nothing was likely to 
allift this fo well as a digeft, which would, atone view, give 
an abftract of all the temporary regulations which had been, 
adopted, and their provifmns and principles. Such a mea¬ 
sure could not fail of doing much public good; In parlia¬ 
ment, it would furnifh a fund of experience, {hewing and ex 1 -' 
plaining the levcral laws which had been enadled on The (put 
of occafion. And thus there might be experiments ready for” 
all circumlfances to direct the judgments of gentlemen, {hew¬ 
ing what laws ought to be preferved or repealed. It would 
alio guide the Houfe in making them careful not to continue 
penal meafures, reforted^o in times and circumftances of : 
danger, longer than the exigincy demanded. Laftly, fuch £ 
regulation would widely diftufe a knowledge of the laws, and 
more immediately inftruct leg ilia tors: as gentlemen hid no 
dirodi means of acquiring a knowledge of laws which hid; 
expired,, there being no regular acceis to fuch parliamentary 
records.: 


The 
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The motion was agreed to nm. ten, and (he Committee 
ordered t$c$rdingly, 

.., i l Jtffyi$beridan law, that he would on fooie future day move 
for thoprodu&ion of the papers he wantedprcparatory to his 
intended motion refpe&ing the war in the Weft India iHands. 
. ^ftWroed. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

i * 

V 

Wednesday, April 13. 

* Read the Bills on the table. 

^Tbjfcpapera moved for by the Earl of Lauderdals on a 
former day, were lard on the table. 

. Heard counfrl, and examined evidence on Brifcoe's divorce 
■' ' idt^burned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, April 13. 

TThe Scotch Game Bill was read a third time and patted. 

CUTTINQ BUTCHERS PETITION. 

Mr. Meimtmrittj. called the attention of the Houfe to this 
petition, which appeared to him of the utmoft importance, 
particularly at this juncture. Notwithstanding the unprcce- 
Jdjpntpd dearnefs of meat, he faid, there was nothing like a 
,: ; Vcarcity in that anicie; on the contrary, the markets were 
r ;|>eyer better fupplied, either as to the number or the quality of 
the cattle:• The dearnefs of meat was to be attributed to 
another caufe, viz. the intervention of middle-men between 
■ y the, grazier and, the butcher. It was well known that thefe 
• .men had it in titeirpower to raife the price of meat jult as they 
" pleafeand iLwaa,equally well known that many had contrived, 
within a very (hort time indeed, to amafs immenfe fortunes by 
their speculations. Under thefe circumftanccs he hoped the 
Houle would feeUhe propriety of according with the motion 
, he fhould make,- Which was, “ That the petition be referred 
to a committee to coufider and report their opinion upon the 

Jppne ” , t - . ' 

, GeneralSmib bai, he had no idea that this evil had arifen 
^*0Jjttch an alarming height, until he heard what had fallen 
‘^J^ip’ahe worthy magiftrate. to whom, for his exertions upon 
||ms occasion, the public ww® much indebted. The cafe'#p- 
fibeared to him to call for immediate confideration, and feme 

legiflative 
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legi flative remedy. He fhould, therefore, give every po/fible 
fupport to the motion. ' J » 

Mr. f*echmere rofe to exprefs his great fetisfa&iori at ! the 
cpnduft and exertions of the worthy magiftrate, whoihad 
brought forward (he petition. Among ft various pernicious 
monopolies, he confidtred one of the moft dangerous to he 
that of meat. It was a grievance carried to a great length, 
and fuch as required the interference of the legislature. H<? 
underftood that the jobbers went to the dtftance of two hun¬ 
dred miles to meet droves of cattle coming to the London 
market, and that fuch cattle went through five or fix different 
hands before they got to Smithfield, which ferved to euhjtncq 
the price of meat, fo that the poor were prevented from nur- 
chafing it after their daily labour was ovei. 

The petition was referred to a committee. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houfe to confider the propriety of allowing the importation of 
melafles. 

Mr. Rofe moved the following refolutions, whiefewer^ 
agreed to, and ordered to be reported to the Houfe nextvHtogg 
Mr. Rofe moved, that there be laid before the Houf^jr 
account ot all the monies ifliied by qrder of his Majeftyfincq 
the 4th of December laft, to Duncan Campbell and James, 
Bradley, Lfqmrcs, for Cervices done to government, and" 
which have not been made good by parliament. Ordered. 

WEST-INDIA EXPEDITION. 

Mr. Sheridan Lid, that he had come down to move for 
certain papers relative to the Weft India expedition. He war 
encouraged to think that they would not be refufed, whefi he 
rccollc&td the defire which had been expreiled at a former 
period for a full and impartial inquiry into the fubje£t. If the 
profpect of peace had been nearer than at prefent it appeared „ 
to be, it might be faid that fuch an enquiry would be inftituted 
with greater propriety aftei the re-eftabliCntpent of tranquility j 
but tn the projpeft of continuing in the feme calamitous 
courfe in-which we had hitherto proceeded, and under the 
feme weak and blundering councils by which the war had 
guided, an inquiry into paft errors became more than ever 
ncceflary. He was furprtfed to find, fince he came to the 
Houfe, that the King’s mlnifters had any objection to the pro¬ 
duction of thele papers. He fhould, however, move that they 
be laid before the Houfe; and if they were refufed, he Would 
name a future day for the difeuflion. Mr. Sheridan than 
moved for a long ftring of papers relative to the Weff ahC d 
expedition ; amongft which were ’ 

Vet. IV. 1796. M A# 
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An aecovnt ,of the number of men fent out to the Weft Indies, under Sir 

, • v‘ u„ »Kj «p >, - >i 1 <>•/,. . . v * * 

Chiles Gicyin the clofe of the year 1793* 

f A 1 * • ' 

iVn account of the number of men drawn from this expedition, and placed 
undj^^jcbjpmapd of Lord Moira. - 

of the number of’men taken from Sir C Juries Grey, after the 
:Jrof Martinique and Gtudaloupe, and fent to St. Domingo. 

At* turn of the rch)forcettv*nts fent out to St* Domingo, with the date* of 
fh* 5 r falling and of their arrival. 

1 

‘ A copy of all the letters which were written by Admin! Chriftian and General 
Adherertmi>ie y rdpcftng the delay of the Weft India expedition. 

Au acfSowtif of the mortality of the troop* layii g on board the tianfportai 
wbijctfiey remained at Pprtfmouth. 

^^Jfocount of the number of /hips foundered, and of the men that weie loft 
after they had failed. . 

, ( > And a copy of the letter for the appointment of a boaid to fuperintend the 

teifeWfiaririle. ' 

, * / x «.*■ ' • ' * 

^ Mr.JOtmitfi (aid, that no confcnt to the produ&ioa of thefu 

have been previoufly intimated, as the honourable 
iceman had never ftated fpceifically wh3t papers he wanted. 
fcVith refpedt ’to many of the papers now mentioned, they 
Appeared to him unfit to be produced, becaufe the public 
Jervice was hot to be facrificed to any wifh he might have for 
i a$ 1 ii«pilry. He wrfhed for fome time to examine the motion 
of the "honourable gentleman, and to confider whether the 
papers could be produced confidently with the puhlic fervice. - 
Mr. Fox fa id, that unlels minifters would afford proper in- 
. lofthation to the Houle, it was ufclcfs to talk of inquiries, 
, t^ckufe they cookl anfwer no purpofe. He admitted, how- 
eVer, that there were many cafes, in which a minifter could 
zjqft confiftently with his duty to the public, produce papers 
were called for without previous confederation. 

' ^beChemctUar ofjbe Exchequer faid, the honourable gen¬ 
tian who brought forward the motion, had yelterday cer- 
written dovtrti for him the nature of the papers he meant 



to move for j it Ad not, however, contain one tenth part of 
^papers ‘’which he had juft moved for j but even on that 
tAperf^ iftatetnent which' the honourable gentleman had 
wn hinff, he had objedted to fome of them. There was 
tfitfeh of .the horiouraWe gentleman's ufual candour in the 
Wh&le dftftisi trinfodlion • he had given feveral months genera), 
"id fofed v vweks.fpecific, notice of his’motion \ on the very 
' ■ >Ve it wifsTo come on, ho came down to move for 
t Whs^ afked ahout the nature of the papers;he re- 
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quired, he gavea ftatement, notcontaihing one-tenth 
papers he wanted. 

Mr. Sheridan admitted, that he had not given an exa&sfo- 
count of the papers he wanted, and 'declared that be pjjljf ; 
meant to give a (ketch of them; He confented to poftpohe, 
this motion, which was read, and it was agreed that toe’debate 2 , 
fifing upon it, fliouid be adjourned till the next day ircek. 


. i' 


MONS. SOMBRIEUl/s LETTEJt. " a \ 

General TarJetnf movi j d, that there be laid hefors the* HoufeS. 
a copy of the letter, dated from Pcrfmouth or Plymouth,,, 
written by the Count de Sombneul, and addreffed to the'fight- 
honourable William Windham, Setretary at War, referred”** 1 [ 
in M. Sombrieul’s letter to Sir J. B. Warren. v " - 

The Sareiuiy ai War laid, he lamented that the prefent 
motion had anticipated his intention of giving the wifhedffor; 
intimation to the Houle. It had been his full intention to i 
bring forward the paper moved for, as foort as he k'ncvi|^was 
in hiSpower ; h'c was happy therefore to have this opui^P LV 
of explaining himfelf upon a fubjedt, the particulars of wj 
he wifhcd much to communicate to the. Houfc. When this 
fuhjedt of the Quiberon expedition was firft mentioned, 'he 
was called upon to produce -that letter, though he .was cop’-: 
vinced that the gentleman who tbps called upon him, jetjew 
well that it was not 4n his pp.wer. The letter was wjijtten 
from Portfmouth, and addrefl'cd to him, and was alluded'vv.'ifr 
another letter from the Count de Sombrieul, to Sir Jpbn 
Warren, which had been publtfhed at hjs defire, and in whic^i 
M. de Sombrieul exprefled a wifh that his letter to him {M,r<[ 
Windham , fhould be made public. It gave him much 
eafinefs that it could not be found '; he had even si remote -rp-^ 
collection that he had deftroyed it. - However, he perfectly 
recollected, that it did not contain an iota of‘ the imppr&nt 
matter dated by gentlemen ; for his own fat}s|a» 5 ion'jtnd juj!|» 
fication, it became highly important to him if p&ttike fef product 
k. In this idea he fearched for it j and wlifle he w*§ fo.erigagcju 
a gentleman in his toftice, (Mr./Lewis), thioi&j|Yvhofri'fi'Aiias 
the letter paffed, confirmed him in his jecoUeififiiV that it.cdmfc 
tained nothing ofr,what.\vas alluded to. Th.e ohe apdj tM 
only letter which fie rec&yed ffoin Mon lieu r S.. rnoje of 

a private than public nature;'^merely cxprpfled'fjiit 
man’s high fenle of honour and duty; a«(d hi^rn^iagi^l 
faermee every thing in the caufe m.wmch be W3S 
Sure, he <vhs; that it d'd not centain one word Iclpi 
nature of the expedition, of the command of the army, or any 
government fecrets. After much time and trouble in enquiry* 

M 2 - after 
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after it, (he tetter was found in the hands Of Colonel Rata fay. 

He pledged himfelf to produce it; and the production of 
it -confirm what he declared cohcermng it. It would 
appeter'that it was not at all of an official nature, and hardly 
cOSftf he'produced with propriety, if the neceffity of the 
When iuch ft refs was laid on it, did not fupetfede 
matters of privacy and propriety. It had been urged agahtft 
hint that he wilhed to withold it, and would not do what he 
ought in juftice to the memory of that gallant officer. Such, 
howevei, was not the opinion of that brave man, who coti- 
figned ttt his care his laft requefts and his private papers, 
although hiS acquaintance with that gallant and arcomplifhed 
peffort fad not been of very long Handing He was glad, 
at the fame time, that the contents would fully juftify him 
in refilling the motion $ that he had it now in his power 
CO meet that blame, which gentlemen imputed to him: and 
he"affirrcd the honourable gentlemen, that, had he even been 
filenjtffv* the fubjeCt, he would himfelf have taken fomeoppor* 
of Communicating the letter to the Houfe. T he man* 
»«.* Kt which he had been attacked was unhandfome: Sincte 


it Waft all along known to gentlemen that the letter itlelf was 
miffing, but that circumftanie perhaps made them more pref* 
fit# and clamorous about it. 

Wrthtegard to the general fubjeCl of the expedition, fince, 
for what rtafons be knew not, »t was tuftomary to refer to 
him upon it, lie was ready to ftand any (hare of cenfure that 
might be imputed to it. Public rtafons might render it ne» 
cfenary to refill any inquiry that might be demanded on the 
fnhjeS, and he forefaw the fcarcafmt that a negative upon any 
inquiry would give rife to; in the difeharge of official and 
public duties however, it was necefiary to overlook attacks of 
fuch a nature. 

Mr. Fox fald, he had mentioned the fubjeCt of SombrieuPs 
letter at the beginning Of the feffion, he could affine the houfe 
however upon his honour, as a gentleman, that he was not 
awtift that it .was miffing j it was only a few days, at leaft he 
could fay weepts, fince he had heard of that circumftance. He 
glad to fincy however, that the right honourable gentleman 
himfelf had confidered the fubjeft in the feme way in which 
it had been felt by the fide of the Houfe from which he fpoke, 
as a Call of honour upon him to produce the letter whuh was 
wunired in fo intereftmg a manner by bombrteu!, and it was 
jXpat that feme ftri&ures fhould be pafted upon its not ap- 
JTring. He did not deny that it was fometimes nCccfiary to 
inquiry j that this neceffity had occurred fo often to die 
prefect Blunders was, however, feme what extraordinary. 

Were 
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Were bV in futb 1 fifuquon he (honld at Jeaft feel the #rm~ 
priety of not vauntingly provoking injury which it-wj# 
determined to refill, and he thought the honourable gentlt*m££ 
and his colleagues might perform their duty equally weliif- 
they did not fo often retal to the recolle&ion of the tiovfc the 
facrifice of inclination which it required. Such t^qdefly 
would be ipore becoming than the loftv language muuftqrs 
held while tn purfuancey>t what they called public duty, they 
were^rcfolved to qua^i every inquiry. , 

General Tarlet jajfead txtra&s fyom the letter of Mftnfiqgr 
Sombrieul to Sir J. B. Warren, in which he exprefled a wh|s 
that Mr. Windham would publilh his letter. Qenpfal Tarle*; 1 
ton here ohfcncd, that the letter was purported to he, (entVfe 
Mr. Windham from Plymouth j and he Bipught it was net 
the letter which Mr. Windham had juft before mentioned. 

The Secretary at War leplied, that he received no letter from 
Monf. Sombneul from Plymouth j the one he had was frpm . 
Portftnouth : coufequently, the letter which had been a^jlod 1 
to mull be intercepted, or Monf. Sombrieul had made 
take, from agitation at the moment* 

The Chancellor cf the he chequer faid, as the honourable 
gentleman teemed determined to peril ft notwithftancirjg htf 
honourable hand had explicitly declared that he hadno,wifis 
to withhold the letter, he would move the order of the day. 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that it was pr< bab’c the Ictte^.ad- 
verted to might be written from Portfmouth, and that the mis¬ 
take was owing to Count Sombrieul j but certainly the Count* 
from the tenor of the letter, as ftated by the right honourable 
gentleman, mu ft confider it necefiary to be made public, an 
vindication of his honour, and to exculpate him from any 
blame with rclped to the unfortunate expedition to Qiubcrom 
That the Count fo regarded the letter; evidently .ippiared 
from his fentiments contained m that fent to Sir John Warren. 
The production of this papier was fo far aeceftai y, as the Coamt* 
had aliened, that (he French pi ifouers „ with whom he tmr 
baiked, and who were employed by government, were btibed. 
to betray him. It that weietlie cafe, furely it were proper 
to inquire how far his Majefty's Miqiftcrs were implicated iq 
the conduS of that unfortunate and melancholy expedition. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer leminded the Houle, that 
the firft time the letter was mentioned, he put in hi$ dams, 
that he was not hound to fubmit to an extenitve inquiry into 
that affair, without luificient ground was fiie'wn why fuch iq, 
quiry fhould be inftttuted. , 

Mr. Fox faid, if miniiieri were determined to refill all in* 

’ ■ I quiry* 
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quiry, bccaufc, in their mind, it was not confident vuSb.their 
public duty, they certify ought not tp arrogate to;the'$six.]ycs 
the of acquittal, it the fame time 'tha*- they refufed ^or 

fubnftHib' inveltigation. He acquittc ’ the right honourable 
tan from any wiftl" to conceal the letter of the Oi&nf 

, $eul; on the faceof the bufineft^, .,'ioweyflr, it was.al^*- 

y.#ra- ,; to’ fay, that the Count had pot attached^qiiUd/trabie 
■/blame to fame quarter, as far as related to the up fori unate ex- 
pfcdition in q seftion. 

< The Secretary at IVar declared, that the letter not being 
of an official nature when it was firlt mentioned, it did not 

on his mind whicn could .none enable 
bfffi'tb Hate wBat he had already mentioned, and which he 
was enabled to do more fully from a fubfequent peruUl. 
The Count de Sambrieul had not been more than three or 
ftibr days In the com try when the letter was written from 
, Foftfranuth, and could not be fuppolcd to pnfllfs all that in- 
fcroMtion which the right honourable ^entleman imagined. 
J^Would not however proceed further in the bminefs at pre- 
jA'Jnt, but referved himfdf until it fliould be more, fully dif- 
cufied. 

. ' After a few words from General Tarleton^ the Houfe palled 
to the order of the day. 

*4 « * \ , ^ i , » 

»< « 1 ' •' 

f ' 1 

PEWTER pots. 

f i w t 

: Mr. Ft* moved the order of the day, that the Bill to pre¬ 
vent the purloining of Pewter Pots be read a fecund time. 
/■^Mr. Dent objected WtJhe j^ill, on,the grounds which he 
bad formerly Hated. The ejaufe, which obiigee! publicaps to 
bring their, liquor in gallons to the.houfes,of their cuftomers, 
would be attended wim infinite inconvenience, particularly to 
the induflrious poowho would be induced to go to the houfe 
of the publican and fpend their week’s wages, becaufe they 
.■foul pot conveniences to drink their porter in at home. 

:;Mr. JFexifaid, that ^hjs was not a new law, a Bill of this nature 
pafledin the reign qQQeorge the firft, and was not attended 
WiH^b^ificoqvenidnce^, Hated. The, lofs of the-puWicans 
wais bMriHdt^,' occaliondd by the purloining of pewter pots,, 
and amounted from 5000I. to boool. annually. The Houfe 
could not fuppofe that they fubmitted patiently to have their 
property ftolen. It was certainly protected, like all other fpccies 
of property* by the law', but /uriug ihe ytars 1793; 1794, 
and 1795, there bad beep ndlisfe than two hundred and nfcty- 
pkfm mi-fok fomks Of', pevvter, ;jft&niflq|ett 

’ He had no" defire, . nor 

had 
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had the phblicans, to have the laws of punilhment extended i 
in a moral point of view however he was of opinion tbaC ( tfa^ 
temptation ftiould he removed, which temptation was pro-, 
vlded agaii'lt in (he Bill". Piivatc arrangements to put a ftop t 
to the evil nad bomattempted among the publicans, add had 
failed. In fa&miepublicans were not that dafs of men who 
fce things ii^an enlightened point of view, and certainly many 
o^fchpm^j^ould fro n motives of immediate perfonal advantage 
deftrOy any arrangement which might be made, by entering 
info an ^gneementpnot to ferve fuch perfons as would not pro¬ 
vide tbrir own veflels ; it was therefore negeftary, that an A& 
of the legifhture fliould interpofe, to prevent the evil of which 
they compl .itied. 

Mr. Lecbmie faid that the publicans in propofing this mpa- 
furc were not actuated hy a defire to fpare' cheir own trouble, 
for they would willingly carry their porter to private hqufcs, 
if individuals would find pots or jugs. He had heard an ob¬ 
jection ftated, that this Bill would injure the trade 
pewterers; but he underftood that the pewterers themfelwj|| : 
were not againft this Bill. The plunderers, many of them. 
Ileal thefe pots and melt them down to prevent difeovery ; the 
the<t was eafy, and the conviction difficult, and often rendered 
impoifiblc. The Idles fuftained by the publicans were enor- 
meus. It had been Hated that in the parilh of Mary-le-bonnc 
they had loft in one year, through fuch thefts, 3158I. in ano¬ 
ther parilh, 4161I. in St. Giles’s, 1798I. One publican had 
ftated his annual expence for pots ftolen to be 661 . or 681 . 
another 25!. To prevent fuch Frauds, he thought the Bill 
neceflfary. 

The ftrangers were requefted to withdraw, and the Houfe 
divided on the order of the day. 

Jyrs - 31 

Noes - - 9 

Mayv tty %% 

Onthequeftion being put, that the .Bill be read a fecond 
time, the Houfe was counted out, there not being forty mem¬ 
bers prefent. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, April 14. 

Heard counfel in the Scotch Appeal, Stein V. Stewart, and 
others. Fqtther hearing aujourned. * . , M . 

Lord 
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t COLLATERAL SUCCESSION BILL. 

Loyd Grtnvilk moved the fecond reading of the Collateral 
Bill. V 

■t .Tfce Earl of Landtriale rofe to fcxprefsbis aftonlBrnient, 
tb«t when a mealure of fo extraordinary ■STbityire, at once lo 
important and fo novel, involving^pfequencH-pf die tnoft 
fcrious kind was .ntiddueed into thaf^Houfe, the noble Secre¬ 
tary fhould not think it neceflkry to fayyone ftngle wotd upon 
the pi tnciple of tt: that he fhould, ln’Wtunner, in fait the 
Houle, by not coodelcendmg to give them any explanation 
upon this fuhjedfc; but trufting confidently to v his majorities, 
conceived it quite fufficient to give his meafute a name, iq 
order to procure the implicit acquiescence of the Houfe. 

Lord VUiount S)dncy(yroke to order. The ndhle Earl, he 
feid, had no right so call upon any noble lord to rife amd 
Jpesk, whether the noble Earl thought proper or not; and it 
Jfrf ?'inciting to the Houle to talk of a majority, a&tf their 
jjhips were merely the creatures of a miniirer and were 
'toad at his bidding. No peer wis entitled to animadvert, 
os bad been now done, on the motives which might induce 
any of them either to fpeak or be be blent upon a queftion. 

The Earl of Landerdak f*id, he knew what he owed to 
die Houfe, himlelf, and others too well, and was confcious tha't 
be owed the Houfe too much gratitude for the indulgence they 
always fliewed him, either to cxpe& that he Was entitled to 
call upon any individual peer to ipcak or not, ntuch more to 
mean to iofiut the Houfe. He had no right to do either, but 
he knew what he had right to do perfectly well; he had q 
right to givelus opinion of the taciturnity of any miniftwr, 
or |>eer of parliament in a particular fituation, and to call for 
feme explanation when a JBitI of q nature lo novel, fo extra¬ 
ordinary, and ^complicated was introduced into the Houfe. 
This extraordinary BtU feemed to be treated more like a turn- 
pi ke Bill, than one which affe&ed the property of the whole 
kingdom, in a manner totally unprecedented. Other Bills 
for tbepurpo As of taxation which had pa fled during the pre- 
fent feffion, were fuch, as when circumftanccs unfortunately 
demanded taxes,, had ufually been retorted to as the proper 
objects of taxation. Fifteen' hundred thoufand pounds of 
taxes had been raifed chiefly upon the fame principle, if not 
equally thejttwe taxes as had been droppedduring the peace. 
They had been laid upon artides of confumptjeq, upon the 
dtofpiod^Oive property of the kfhgdoq* i until theptefent qnea- 
was introduced, imattemptVwfcver had ever been made 

, dircdUy 
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dire&ly to tax the whole capital of the nation. It appeared 
to him of that nature in its confetjoence^, that when coupled 
with another Bill lately opened in the othhr Houfe (the Landed 
property Bill) which the Votes of the Houfe of Commons 
then tipon^ their Jordfbips table, (hewed* it went not Only td 
fwcepall the the kingdom into the bands-of the 

.government** Mt Vnud^urmre to afeeftthe fortunes ■of-'-their 
rMfhipsyfifcceflbrs thaw any other fet ot men whatever. 
Wa£ pdfminifters fatjmed with the enormous marts of pro- 
pertySmd in8uenc&a«)ey already enjoyed under the prefer.* 
mode of colle&i ng' the revenue, but mufl they endeavour to 
break down all thofe eHates which might not be continued Itf 
the particular line pointed out by them ? It tended to re¬ 
duce to beggary, and confequently to dependence, many re- 
tpedable famihe,. And as he had juft oWenfed, the effcflf 
would be fttll greater upon the members of that Houfe, than 
upon other,parts of the community. When members of the 
Houfe of Commons died John, or James was perfectly com¬ 
petent to fucceed and become a member of the reprefenfl^r* ^ 
body; it was p{ little impoilance which was the fucceJWlb. 
perlons proper to fill the fituation 6f repreftntatives, might 
always be found, but iu a Iloufe of hereditary members, the 
effcfl of the B 11 would be extiemdy diffeient. By the opca 
ration qf the tax it Would in procefs of time* totally annihi¬ 
late and (wallow up the fortunes of their lordfhips collateral 
heirs;, who might fucceed to their titles; thus tbe individuals 
<ft that 1 loidc would, in a gU hi time, be reduced to beggary, 
the dignity and independence of the Houfe of Petrs, as a 
branch of the confutation, would therefore be gone for ever; 
Had luch a tix fubfifted during the laft century, not otic of 
their lot dihips would at prefeiw have pbffeBed property enough 
tofopport ihcir rank and their tfbaraderi Even the moil 
affluent and the moll noble would have been reduced to ina 
indigence. To Blew what it would do even upon the moft 
wealthy famines, in the cafe of the Duke of Norfolk for in- 
ftance, whom it was no irregularity to name, as he was not 
prefeut, if, the Bill had parted abont the middle of the foft cen¬ 
tury, no lefs a fum than 600,000!. would have been taken by 
this time from the fortune of that noble family, the eftates-of 
w inch would have been, mortgaged to that extent. It was in 
fad a ippues ol Agrarian law, mating down every little piece 
of property to fwcTl the.enormous mafs of the ptiwio revenue, 

1 no mmifter might 'Wiflf'fo level and to dffftroy tfvery bar¬ 
rier ( mat e^jned to oppofe the encroachments of ffowte t or the 
me«utes,,of.covew;*5{it 4 i,n 'the wav of InBuence it was 

%. IV*. iy 9 6.' ' **' ' ’N * complete 
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complete and dcclfive. He was aware that the principle of 
the Bill was aheady recognized, and that two Bills had forne- 
time Cnee pafltd impofing a tax on legacies, but it was,ncvci 
dreamt of that minifters would extend the principle fa far?*; 
to givb themfeh es a power of feizing the whole capital of the 
kingdom, and thus impoverifh noble lords till they reduced 
them to a ftatc in which they were trUv'lik't^" to become the 
convenient tools, and the ftrvile fujtoorters of tfit mcafurcs r t 
the minifter. They would have neither independent.' to v hfb * 
ftand, nor influence to check his defigns^ Nothing wi#ild bt 
left to make head againfl that influence vhich was already 
too powerful. 

Many parts tff this Bill, although it would be mote 
regular to difeufs them minutely in the Committee, weie 
fo intimately connected with the principle of the Bill, 
that he fhduld take the liberty of noticing them. Th'* 
tajf was, as he had ftated, a tax on the capital of the coun¬ 
try which vva. a nidi enormous and alaiming idea, and 
^ ’ ieJ with the oth *r B 11 to which he had alluded amounted 
•r an attempt to f< tzc into their own hands the whole ftocl: 
of the country, prrfonal and landed property, on all legacic 
given by way ot annuities inddcriminately, without the leaf! 
equitable r<*g<rd to any contingency upon which they might 
be determiiuble ; in a moll unequal manner it would take 
effeift. If 3 perfon ot the noble lord’s jirofcflion ncr bin, 
(Lord Mulgrave) who expofed himftlf in the fervice of his 
country to the meft noxious climate, and to the danger of his 
perlon in a variety of way's, had an annuity left him, it war 
ot no value to him, compared with the fame annuity in the 
hands of a man remaining at home at his eafe; he could only 
fell it for four ycais purchafe, whereas a perlon of a let*- 
dangeioui profeffion could fell the lame anuuity for many 
more yeats purebafe. This the table ft at jig the value o* 
the different annuities (hewed, and yet the nuhtwy ma” who 
could only fell for four years, was to pay as much t^x for hU 
annuity as the perfoft who could fell ior th rty-onc year?, 
Here rhei eiore was a ftriking mfUccc of the neceffitics of the 


ftatc being made to bear with extreme feverity upon a par¬ 
ticular and a very deferving clafs of fbeiety; a clafs of nun 
who were entitled to the peculiar care of the Icgiflaturc on 
account of rf’e lifqucs they ran in the fervice of then country, 
lie alfo put the tale of the eftedt the Bill would have on a 
roan, to whom thekaie of an eftate of which fixteen years 
only wcic to run wa' 3 tfr, and a man who was to enjoy an 
^pbtc for tintty-one years; eath wou’d l iave the fame tax to 
JKiy.^His iorJfuip lead oue clauft: tn the re tenth page of the 
w Bui, 
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BiHpwb*!^ tte'faitf he hbii requeued' fey^ .layers- to fcxpl^jo, "■: 

but bjbuld procure no iufbnmrioh; it wa? ^qit'lurprinog, then,- 
thai^t’^JiouW be perfiaSd'y” unipteffigible (&$$&' ’ perhaps the*- 
noble ,lords, or oth^r. pcffons who tydjrtM^oyed in drawing ’ 
rhcBiJ^ royghr^yd Mc,^ . gjve-^ftipldb- fpm,e faitisfjaSlioa 
™b»;*hbfi:fid*ss. .TjPfcjca&- of*.natural,' children appeired< 
altWtcrbe^ended.wi& peculiar hardfhip j- and in noticing, 
thisn*j,c,#ffid not help c^Mrvin^ theunequal manner in which;,' 
it would operate in. ; $fTgland and Scotland, ;though, indeed, x 
in favour' of the loiter. He belonged to Scotland,, where « ; 
he had five or fix, or any number of natural elpWrebvberoight 
at any time legitimate them, by marrying:^;|^bthjgr,,,aq.dmy; • ' 
the law of the country his property there vyo«M defcend to 
them free from this tax; but if the cafe, were '-tW^Ciirrn'this^ 1 
country, the natural born children, howeyer deferving, could ,, 
not receive any bequeft be could makechem without.-pbyWy* 
this enormous tax. Another grand obje&ian to the princi ^ 
of this BUI was. that it expofed'all the property of the.&jr __ 
dom' to the infpe&jcn of exdfc-mcrt,, Upon the death "ot^ 
any mercantile man, his lueccfibr^ ih/a£f, were obliged.wi;; ■ 
take in the exrifeman as a partner, ’add a. molt, agreeable,,- ■' 
partner they would undoubtedly ‘find him. Had this..Bril 
puffed feme time ago, how would a certain np$£,£»rl"'(Lor^L 
Weflmoretehd) have rduhed. the idea of,Emitting' :to : < 
the neceffity of taking in an exciftman. as a partner i« thfe >; 
arrangement of his lady’s fortune.Yet fuch muff have been ' 



a placb in the firml th^pill^wai flagrant /’ • 

in many inftances v and hfatty.'vit##, againli', t 
the principlemf the 'Bill, m l^could nqt be.^edU^ii ' 
without ihjuftice. TbeYe-Was *one .Hn^toAce': rcmnp -Jjje,;’, 
would advert .tpdjejfpre he fat,’down, which;I'f^.'conceiyedjjttr ■*. •' 
vol ved' ip' if s t^dfe,rbbfe,^grce of mjtnfebe. There Was' a A, V 

body of 'tWth';hdbcer^jafc^v.engaged in commex^andmanu*-f ’ t 
fr&nres, and c<^feq%«ttgly. : iiot liable, as fucfcYb’Wws,: parwi' '■ 
tjcularly affefiling, P{ nt *f ^ ut ; wn y ‘fhoiiti ; 
they upon ^ry ; occM|&^.^^pied" from'.giving''their *■ - 

others not 
collateral 

the Church atefte&s, ffc«p$ t^fehed V Why &o«H riot the *- 

:: *. . * ^ * wjjl . • , 1 church 
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church be called upon to admimfter to the wants of the ftatc, 
and give of thux good things to inrreaffe the revenue^ of the 
j&s well 48 other defcnptions of men } In the Roman 
f?i$pry, particular difcouragement was recoided as having 
jbeefc given to a dtfcription of men, who r foliated and cajoled, 
apd flattered in ord r to obtain yvfeg6cy\ He believed m 
the church there were fuch thing«|«s tranflatib»A often a r -- 
xioufly purlued and importunately wbcited. He *hw ny-fea- 
fon why every member of the churchVbould not upo'iAranf- 
latiOn or pi dentation to a go d living, ht^bhged to give up 
part of W annuity dui mg the fiift four years of his incum¬ 
bency, as well aS the poor man viho unfortunately fteps into 
poflfcflion of fais annuity in a d.fTutnr nunner, by tsking it in 
the way of A legacy* He bad olitn heard of the alliance 
between church and Aate , they perhaps, indeed, concurd 
themfclves fo intinutely cornu cted and interwoven wit i or r 
another, that what was enjoyed by the one was for the benefit 
/* !hc other , and that fuch a dt nand upon the tbun h would 
be receiving with one hand to pay with ti e ok t r. 

Exdufn c of thtfe objections, th eprmnp'e it the Bill w as ic 
pugnant toev ery doctrine that had bet nab nc< 1 on the fubjLcf 
of taxation by the befland moftappiovt d writer . It was i will 
known principle that it was Icdft injurious to ti c c< nnnun.ty 
ro tax that part of property which wjs kail crp-ibk of re¬ 
production. It w-s upon confumption, not upon capital, 
that taxes could be levied w *h th** kill oufchief, Tate, 
upon productive capital ttndeu to vuihdiaw tru. t lpital from, 
the fupport of mdufiry, and dtmimfhcd that pen non of wealth 
up »n which circulation depended, and from whir h jrolpeiity 
wis derived, hut our mmifter fo celebrated ar home and 
abroad for h»s wonderful talents in finance, was no* to be cir- 
cumfcnbed within the narrow bounds of tflabltfiicd precedent 
ani approved expcrieijce, He could not l.tlp thinking, how¬ 
ever, that not withstanding the admiration of the mmilki’s 
friends in this country, it would give a mofi unfavourable 
idt* of our fituation and rcfources to the enemy, when they 
found that we were compelled to adopt fuch unheard of and un¬ 
tried mcafurt?, for tbt purpofe of ttheving the nectflincs of 
the ftdte. It was a fyftem in its operation faul to the ron 
fhtution, and deftruftive of that commercial ficurily upon 
u hich the profper ity of trade, and the flourtfhing flatc of our 
finnees depended. He mull again repeat, that the conduil 
of the noble Secretary, in p^eferving hlcnce, when he oioupht 
» meahifc Of this important nature to that ftage where the 
print .pie ought to be expferrWd And drf.uflhd, was fuch as 
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4ou4lr tp call for the wan^n fangpage, huad opdi ap2i#£foer- 

- . 4*$ yhtcb he'-hadifound MmjelF«c*St^iled to uie bfil^-ptse- 

/ Jjfcht prmafion/ . *\ ','" \ /V w*y- • ' 

<"• XerdGrettyiffeJu&y from w^BW^ikferl^d’wftsftTd 
. foci to depart <Hit, of the ‘ ufual 'cttiiflt' 4 ;' The nobib - Earl. had ' 

d&Sa^SK^agipJiPsrecorf^4^already»V;,': 
4 qp> ad^f&wsd-Was nothhig more than 1 

\jSh ex^nfion of that.rfincipie/- 1 ’-The hobleEarl had affiimed ■ 
of calJipg/v^on minift^j to fpeak, andof 'homing out J . 
to them the ljiv v or conduct, which he confideredas fit for’then* 
to purfue. After the long experience he* had,, of tfre'moble 
Earl’s political conduit in the Hou<e'ti^#}femenv highly as 
. the noble earl might think of himfelf/ he ifrtirecl hirri;^that he 
would ad agreeably to his own fetife/iand ^ own- judgment, 
and npt be governed by any advice fitggefed %' the 1 noble 
; Earl, 'cyhiBfe political opinions had uniformly tended fo‘intro- ‘ ■ 
v.-'dqcte innovation, and to deftroy rather than to fopport the 
icqnftitution of the country. Every fyftem of .fettg^ had 
•heen‘oppofid by the noble Karl upon principles that llHLm to ; ; 
argue that every fyftem was wrong which tended to ,pS*^to 
the honour and profperityof the'Country. He did not feel 
•difpnfed, hs obferved, to offer any apology to theirlordfhtips 
for (peaking, or preferring filence, as hy mould ever cxereife „ 

,, . liis judgment, in this particular, as he thOttght'hti"” So far he 
, did not conceive hiinlblf liable to be called upon tiy the noble 

■ Earl, arid confecjuently did not eonfider it neceffary tp, apolo- T 
gize for not deviating ironi what was the uniform and dta- 
blifhcd pradiice,pf parliament, Much.,that rthe 1 noble Earl. '. ■ 

- hail faid about wip ’BJH referred, ratf^^' jim tmnfidefation of 
" the committee than to y%. :i fccohd t readipj£»f(’hen'' : ^ principle 

■’ i/of'the Bill sdonc had been . 

., .urged by the noblefaft:.lengthinto the 
ckufes of the bill i he could noty hobicWr, avoid noticing the j 
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, country. 'Fhefe .were certainly Iair|e #ords, which were not 
V -■.<$%$%' by the, fybfequent part Of tfie noble EarEs fpeeefu 
Tfte Bill before;ithdr lordfb'tpa iwasKf^air Jihe"|^rjtofe l not Of 
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Ir^olld;, conceive' him:, thiihd to give any* 
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fary to provide for the burdbpsof the ftate, he had no doubt 
but fuch a t^c would be adopted.-. The prefent Bill, in defianfee 
of the large words ufed by ih* .noble harl, was nothing more 
than aBilf on collateral TuercelEons, and did ripe in the leaft 
affd&lltteaf defeent. He would hot;follow J^s .l,ordfhip by r 
golng'dtlarge into the ahdra^.principle indeed 

it had been neceiTary to proceed to theft®iryj, .he c^d bave : 
eafily proved that all fucceflion was a cr&&irc of govcrnhtcaf/* 
This arofe from the pradlice pf the law Otod, thereforeT^b 
means could be devifed more reafonable than ^at of taxing 
, collateral fueceffions, which were il-cured by the, laws of the 
cpunuy. ''tlf this pfmppie was recognized and adopted by the - 
, cxifting law, and was eofffpnant to all theory and practice, and - 
if it was found-that the prefent law was partial in fomc, cafes, 
■ought it not to b‘e remedied ? The Houfe Was not called, upon 
to, pafs a ntw law, but tp extend the provibons of one already 



SaJrffft they muft facrifice; cye$, the intcrefts of individuals'' 
to the general welfare, particularly, When conliderinj the Hill 
imddarall,;ckcurtiihmcef, Jt wouW be found to be as fair and 
• ' proper,i,amT as impartial as any that .could be de\i fed. So 
much'of tlhe noble lord's fpcech demanded that fbort anfwer, 
which he truft he had given to the latisfaiHon of-the Houfe, 

With refe to what had b&n obferved as to the, mode of 

' 1 ^ .. * 

, drawing up the. Bill, he could pot claim any merit in this 
' particular-—but, thusprmrhhe muftfay, that, he never read a 
‘ 'ilpi, ihefObject of which was tnordhccttratelyor more peripi- , 
*•„. euoafly defined, -. With regard to .the: dbjeclions znadc .to dif¬ 
ferent clauics not the fbge to de-, 

bate them, hut /£$ 't^^'p»tt?cuhtf,'cl 3 tl’fe,.page 7 , which the • 
nobfe.fiafl .had ^efdrib^l as^perfcdlly unint|iligib]e, and which 
, he faidj he had confblhxl Dwyers about who could not under- 
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, tb«j^ave him alright.t<*e*H3Hji»c ;■ 

tbefhfore as a tpap who pffitdinded 
to,nothing,kcffe». ; |h^rh:|hat'e of plain And -as, 

fuch he perfe&Iy 
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his opinion decidedly, he would not .'tttfoafs longer on ibe time 

of .the’ ffwife. ; , •:. 

The Earl of Lauderdale {kid,' the noble lord milunderflood 
hint if hefuppafed.he meant to affuW the power or diitating 


■felftao t^iith a ri’gifttofljufl^ing wb$t was this to the Houfe 
tuw^’fjger of parUj/.'icnt in xb^jTituation in which the .noble 
Scojrctary ftootl, rifeofn it moft Undoubtedly became to 'give . 
that explanation to which he had adverted. The nobh^jSo** 
cretary had abstained from going into .the fttbjeS at Tar|&,' 
he did not wife to excite a reply. He however, aftected. 
that he never faw a Bill more confpicuoujfly forded, of n\otc 
accurately-drawn up them the preterit; h^nevettlieJffedeclined 
entetipg ihto an analyfis of a fingle ctauft,. or .{aid ode .word 
in, ftasjftuttrion of the - parts objected to, though he pronounced 
thewhole* fo clear ? that it could not be nmUnder^aod] by a 
man of the pT^meft fenfe and rooft moderate capacjSB^He 



lftid % no obie&km to the* noble Secretary conducting hr 
A* he thought proper, or being, as conceited as he pkafed 
fcfpect to the judgment, the talents and abilities of him- 
1 felt and his ailociates ; he ttr.ni however lament that the cffe&s- 
of thefc were, that the country would be placed in a fhte of . 
unparaklkd ’ cmbartaOmcnt and dill refs, and the people 
would fed the load of rtxcs impeded on them by the prefent 
' mtnifters, to be of infinitely greater weight than any it ever 
futiained by the ,cti.conduct* of any of tb.eir prtdecefibrs. 
.The noble Secretary had offer tied, that he (Lord' kauderdde), 
ever adted contrary to thb-Mitereft of his country, andrepug- ; 
nant 10 ‘heconftit'jtion, apd this feotimentfeemed to he ap- • 
•plauded by a noble lord inhre eye {Lortffiydiiey). How then . 
did the queftion ibid tf that tverq th^.cstfe ? Certainly thus, 
that the noble fecrctafy and his dlociates mu# adf-precifely itt 
the fame manner, as he had on many od^aiions, at a diftant 
period, added in conjunction with thenoblefecretary and his, 
friends.:.,-iff the nobk lord meant to Convey the idea, that he’ 
had, through any improper motive, demeaned himfelf incon-, 
iitlcntly,, with the intereih of his country, then he muft tell 
the noble,feergtafy, that fuch ihfinuatiOn cbuld excite tn him . 
nothing but Whatever he .and his colleagues 

might aflHt*.hewithout doors bis conduit made 
a quite-cdntmrvimpfeSoh. " V,*', 

Lord Doughs { \ : 2$>reton) * defined' to ' Epow what ■ 

reference r amy part; earl's hft fp&vth |ad. to 'the' 

■‘‘V , , v .-hill 
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bill under cpnfiderafion ?, He find he thought die noble Eai 1 
was difordmy from tbh begiftbmg.} and h^d no right 

or matter' that mrt oinneft^d with the 



lord “hid thought him;,diforderty in an)|tmBg| he%ad'i$y^*ifay;. : 
didbe not mention it at the firne, an<j win^Vegard to his ^ujwfg , 
fpoken (eve raf times, it hadbeep the ufage% t the‘Hbufe imon 


3 i 




tirra 


tioti, h^afortgof privilege of replying, or even being the 
, ■ ffis fpdoi^i bad been in reply to the noble fecre- 

ttry^ ■' ' 1 

&#« 2?Siii‘| r fe ; 'faid, -the peers were futnmoned orf the, jetorni 
re^rhjgf of the legacy tax Bill, and not to hear debates' and 
replttfs on otber fuhjedls. Indeed he know of no right shy 
noble, j>»rd had to reply, he had heard that a noble lord wfejf 
. inffuwterftood had a right to excisin'. ' ' ’ 

Bijhep cf Rschcfltr faid, he was not Yiitprifed that thfe 
nobfe'/earl Ihould make ariattaCk upon the church; it was 
: cptdifient with hi S' principles and pradliee of debate} all 
; 1? ichthhles *6f innovation began wit|i the deftruefion of religious * 
cftabUibVnents, it was always the firft ftepVtth the advocates 
for ctfualiaation, and tberefoie it fuited the noble earl’s mode"? 
of fc^utOcbt j no wonder then that he blamed mintfters for not 
beginning with the church. He would never fit blent and. 
hea¥ it laid that the property of the church ought to be firft ' 
feifcdtboftj or let it go forth tiJatthetermof alliance between ; 
chUTfch and fi:ate was grounded on immunities of the : former ! 
■\ -faxes'; • -Fotwerly- die clergy taxed themfelves, and 'it 
' tfesttfime they gS^,^-'nJUcb’fO%ie' : ftAte'as the laity} npw they 
were, taxed In common with other , defc riptions of men," 
-C|tSir^htn^i^^ ; incind^ i in' , alf^Bills bf taxation in the fame 
■ as-''11he ,; -property of the church was not 

perfiteahprcpertV ; butohoxchinen paid as others did for their 
^Indfil^f^nperty’. When a churchman bequeathedperfoftai 
. property* 'ito/^hat eafe.he ‘‘would alkwas it exefapteft from 
taxation by mt‘ I$fl on their lordlhips table ?. ffijf. fttrdihip 
- 4 tided, that if the advocates for innovationufifHed to begin 
>: thfir reftssn^fey butyUfg relimdusi^abflfltfflients in ruins, let 

would 

Li A • }>**> „ •$. Vf j' < • - : 'S' dv ( ‘ . $ ‘I'ny/d 1 - 
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liver his fpeechesin that Houfe, fhoultl at all affect himj ,he 
would tell the noble prelate that it would much better become, 
him and his fituation, when he meant to reply, or to ftate what 
was laid by other lords, to attend to fails, as they really were* 
rather than to wba{ he fancied to be beft for his own afgu- * 
ment; rather to truil'tojiis memory than have recourfeto his 
invention v-tid ingenuity .) He never had faid that the church 
property ihould be firfKfeizcd on, but had argued and would 
flill contend that cho/chmcn Ihould be taxed as well as laymen,; ■ 
when a tax on th.'* capital of the* kingdom was enacled in $ - 

Bill about to pafs into a law, beginning with taxing the..., 

church ; tne aflertion was wholly unfounded ; when the hecef.,' 
Titles of the ftate were fuch as to require To new and extraor¬ 
dinary a mode of taxation, he could fee no good reafon why 

the church'was to be entirely exempted; and the learned, 
prelate ought to recolleit that when he ftated this in his firft, 
fpacch, he mentioned tranfiations, prefentations, preferments, 
and other clerical changes, equally hidden and unexpedlec^fct 
would well bear , a tax of that nature. As to the difpofit^|^F 
for equalizing or levelling that he was accufed of, he defpifed , , 
the inlinuatiort, come from what quarter it might, no man 
waslefs inclined to be a leveller, or to break down diftindtions 
than he was, though he fhould be happy if by any exertions of 
)sis he could ferve his country, and avert the mifehiefs mini- 
filers were drawing on. If tninifters and their adherents ptjf- 
fued the fvffem they had been ailing upon, he could not fee 
the poflibility of fuftaining the conftitution of the country, to 
which he was as firmly attached as any man in or put of that 
Home could be. However lofty in his tones, harfh in his ex- 
prdfions, or prefiimptuous in his manner, the noble prelate 
might be, he was perfectly confcious that what he faid in that 
way, would go but for very little with the public at large. 

The Btfojp of Rocbfjitr faid, the point had efcaped hinr, 
which the noble earl had noticed, but he meant to have fpojkeft 
to it. The noble earl, he conceived, muft have been aware 
that the^ranflations, and all the other changes in church,,pre¬ 
ferment, to which he had alluded, were already tailed, and 
that churchmen in common with every other defeription of 
men, bore their equal (hare in all taxes whatfoever, one Tin¬ 
gle inft.ince only excepted, viz: where the redtory or vicarage 
houfe was extra parochial, and therefore did not pay, parochial 
taxes. He added that he was aftoniihed that the noble earl of all' 
men fhould have'pafled fuch a criticifm on him, and complain-' 
ed of hi$.;||t|d tone of voice, hrs affumeu importance and h»«f 
prefumptiiourimanner, 

Vol. IV. 1796. O Lord 



98 WOODFALL ’3 PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Common 

Lord Grenville fald, the noble earl might think him as con¬ 
ceited.as he hepleafedj but he fliould ilill perfift in a< 3 ing up¬ 
on his own judgment. He declared, he rofeto confirm and flip- 
port tne Bifhop of Rochefter's aflertion that there was no per- 
Ibnal property in the church, but when churchmen become 
polTefled of perfonal property by collateral fucceflion, they 
Kberc equally liable with others to th/provifion^of this Bill y 
On the point of order that had been abated, he wiflited to de¬ 
cline making a reply, he thought it%eccflary, however, to 
liate that the church eftablifbment was ndt^jobly provided for 
to enable individual churchmen to wallow in wealth, but for 
far better purpofes,—as the means of maintaining theconftitu- 
tion by the prefervation of religion and morality which formed 
the bafis of all order, all happinefs, and all good government. 

The Earl of Lauderdale in reply faid, while noble lords 
fftere fo pun&ilious about points of order, they placed him in 
a very Arrange fituation, all their animadverftons were levelled 
, and every inftant he was put upon his defence. He 
o defend himfelf againft a bifhop for a fuppofed attack 
?>n property, and againft a lay peer for a pretended attack 
upon religion. He difclaimed every idea of wifhing to over 
tiirn church eftablifhments, though he could not but remark 
tliat the noble lord had done no great credit to the church, by 
ftating it to be the mere creature of government. He 
Ijfrjjerfe&ly well knew to what the learned prelate had alluded., 
but he belonged to a country where there was an efhblifhed 1 
church of a different fort from that in this country, a church 
which he had as good a right to think as well adapted to the 
promotion of religion and morality as the eilablifhed church in 
England; and bv the articles of union he had an equal right , 
ns a Peer of parliament, to ftate that opinion in favour of the 
diurch in which he had been brought up. In Scotland every 
purpofc of religion and morality was fully anfwered, and men 
♦fgethuSj and wtfdom, as pure principles, and practice, and as 
exemplary in their conduct were to be found in the church 
cftafelnhmefot of that country as in the church eftablifhment of 
this, although it was by no means equally expensive; there all 
belonging to the Kirk had a competentprovifion and were con¬ 
tent ; but none were fo enormoufly high in preferment as here, 
neither were there any fo inadequately provided for, as todifgrace 
ofthe churth ofEngland eftablifhmem was the cafe with many ot 
not the leaft worthy of its minifters. He concluded with de- 
daring ftiat'he believed it would be juft as well for England 
tobc on the lame footiugin.j-efpe& to her church cftabhfhtnenr 
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The queftion was then put on the fecond reading of the Bill, 
and carried without a division. 

Adjourned. - 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, Jpril 14. . 

The Ncwfpaper Cqnveyance Bill palled through a Com* 
xnitttce; the report v was received and the BiU ordered to be 

• M 

HIGH PRICE OF GRAIN. 

Mr. Lechmere faid he had given notice of a motion which he 
intended to bring forward before a committee of the whole 
Iioufe that day, to prevent the withholding of corn from the 
market, and alio to prevent the adulteration of flour.. Thel^ 
were great grievances to the induftrious labourers Ilathis 
country, and ought to be attended to by the Houfe. ItvMc 
him great pain, however, to refledf that when any bufinef> 
petting a loan, a contract, or any thing of that kind was to be 
brought forward, the Houfe was crouded from one end of it 
to the other. But when the caufe of the induftrious poor, was 
to be agitated, the Houfe was fo thin, that there was fcarccly 
afufitcient number of members prefent to make a Houfe, . and 
if a propofition was made and objected to by any perfon on the 
other fide of the Houfe, the members were counted, and there 
being often too few to form a Houfe, the matter for the time 
fell to the ground in confcquence of non-attendance. This, 
he was forry to be obliged to fay, was a great reflection on 
that honourable Houfe, and a deep difgrace to it. By fuch 
conduCt, public bufinefs was very improperly impeded. In 
confequcnce of the Houfe being fo thin he would not bring for¬ 
ward the bufinefs he gave notice of for that day. He wbiijd 
bring it forward on Tuefday next. He meant to refer the (Ub- 
je& to the committee on the high price of corn, and move on 
Tuefday the 19th that the committee fliould then fit. 

The order of the day being read, the Houfe refolved itfelf 
into a committee of the whole Houfe on the report of the fe- 
leef committee on the high price of corn. 

Mr. Charles Dundas moved, that the Chairman of the com* 
mittee be directed to bring in a Bill to authorize the felling of 
corn by weight, and to prevent the frauds and.adulterations in 

* r % * ** * * * * - >■ ' 

die ule of com* 

The refolution of the feletflt 
weight, &c. being read, was a 
ed to be brought in, in purfuance of that refolution. 

Ox 


committee, for feiling.oorn by 
greed to; and a Bill was drdcr- 
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< MILLERS BILL. 

,, Cja the report of this Bill, fome new claufes and amend- 
men$s ryirere propofed and agreed to, among others, one, enaeft- 
,ipat.every miller who ground corn for hire, fhould affix 
ffne confnicuous place, the price of grinding in njoney, or 
njftp? amount in toll; and that every miller, who fhnuld' ncg- 
Jc< 5 t to affix fuch notice, fhould be liable to a penalty not ex¬ 
ceeding 2 os. * 

, Mr. Lechmere wifhed to know, whether it contained any 
daufefor inflicting penalties on millers adulterating by other 
mixtures corn which may be delivered to them in a puic 
ft ate ? 

, Sir Francis B ij/'t explained, that penalties for fuch mifeon- 
dudt were impofed by an th r act of parliament. 

, The report was then received, and the Bill ordered to be 
engrofled, and read a third time on Tuelday next, if then en- 

djourned. 

HOUSE OF LOROS. 



Friday, April 15. 

Heard counfd on the fcotch appeal. 

Received ievcral Bills from the Commons, which were read 
afiifttime. 

- '' Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

/ f 

Friday, April 15. 

A mefTage from the Lords informed the Houfe, that their 
lordfbips had rgiecd to a canal Bill, and palled an adt to ena¬ 
ble Richard Moorlum, Efq. to marry again. 

poo Tax. 


The dog tax Bill was read a firft time, and on the motion 
for the fecond reading, 

lit Chan:eli/jr of the Exchequer rofe to defire it might be 
underftood that he fhould ptrfift in claiming fome of the mo¬ 
ney impofed by thin Bill for the public benefit, and that he 
fhould alfo ptrfift ip drawing a diitindlion between perfons lia¬ 
ble to this tax. The plan which he fhould propofe 10 the com¬ 
mittee was that which he had before ftated to the Houfe of 
charging three fhillings upon every owner of a dog who pays 
■v. affefied taxes, two (hillings of which he meant to claim for the 
itfjUblic ufe, and to apply the other to parochial purpofes, but 
thole perfons who keep a dog and do not pay aflefied 
p taxes, he fhould demand only one fhilling, which* might be 
■ paid 
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paid as a parifh rate. Another benefit might be derived from 
this tax by the ft ate, viz. to fubjcft thofe perfons who keep 
more than one dog and are able to afford it, to a heavier pe¬ 
nalty. He ftionld propofe in the committtec to carry it up to 
five (hillings for every dog, four of which he fhould apply'to 
the fervice of the ftate, and at this rate, though he did not 
carry his computation fo high as the honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Dent,) he calculated the tax would be able to produce 
a revenue of icO,OOol.^w annum. 

Mr. Dent faid he was lorry to differ from his right honour¬ 
able friend, but he conceived the only benefit to be derived 
outfit to be in regard to the poor-rates, and if the money 
v/eie applied to any othtr life, he thought toe tax would be 
unproductive and unpopular. 

Mr. Jollife had began to ftate fome observations, when the 
Speaker reminded the Houle that the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman (Mr. Pitt] had only given notice of fome proportions 
he me mt to bring forward in the committee. 

The ()rJ *r of the Day was read for the fecond real^Ryjf 
the Weiimmfter Police Bill, but upon the motion for tn^E- 
cond r-.ul nj, 

Gcnfhii /,’nttl- wilhcd it to be deferred till fome gentlemen 
at prefic’.t prevented from attending, who intended to debate the 
principle of it, lhould have an opportunity to do fo. 

C lbc Cbancclhi of the ExJ: quer ftated, that there would 
be alterations in the committee after which it would be re¬ 
printed, and even then there would remain two ftages or more 
in which gentlemen would have an opportunity to difeufs the 
general principle of the Bid. 

Mr. Burton urged a fimilar argument. 

General Smith a {Tented. 

The Bill was read a fecond time, and ordered to be com¬ 
mitted on Monday the 15th inftant. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, April 18. 

Received nine Bills from the Commons, fome of which 
were read a firft time. 

SCQTCH APPEAL. 

Part of the interlocutor in thecaufe of Stein V; Stuart, &c. 
was ordered to be reverfed, that the evidence might be. taken 
in the court of feilion; by which the caufe is referred back. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, JpriiiS- 

' ► / 

dutch property bill. 

/ 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee upon this Bill, 
which it went through without amendments. 

>. Lowden’s naturalization, and Tilney Indofure Bills, were 
read a third time and paffed. 

. Mr. Reft moved for an account of the quantities of wine 
imported and exported in the laft two years, arid the quantities 
imported and exported for the lad five years to be 'aid upon the 
table, which were afterwards brought in, and referred to the 
committee of ways and means. 

Mr- Reft laid an account upon the table of the provifions 
from the civil lift for the buffering clergy and laity of France, 
which was referred to the committee of Ways and Means. 

Thft Dutch property Bill was committed, and the report 
qjJe2R!i to be made to-morrow. 

the count de sombreuil. 

Mr. Sherulan rofe he faid, to move for the production of a 
paper which had before been moved for by an honourable 
friend of his (General Tarleton) and had been refufed. 
After that refufal, the Houfe might judge of his furprife and 
aftobiftur.cnt when he faw the letter of the Count Sombrcuil 
piihlilhcd in a daily paper. He did not hefitate a moment to 
pronounce that publication authentic and genuine, being in¬ 
fluenced, in his opinion, both by the complexion of the jour¬ 
nal in-which it was publiflied, and the paiticular features of 
the" letter itfelf. He fpoke in the recollection of thofe who 
heard his honourable friend move for the production of that 
letter, and it-could not have efcaped their remembrance that 
his honourable friend aligned as his reafon for doing fo, that it 
might be poffible the letter contained not only an exculpation 
of the Count Sombrieul bimfelt, but a crimination of thofe 
who advifed and conducted the unfortunate expedition in which 
he .fqftered. He appealed to the recollection alfo of the 
Houfe, as well as to the light honourable gentleman who re¬ 
futed themotion, (Mr. Windham) whether the production of 
thepager had not been refufed becaufe it related folcly to a buli- 
nefs <P*a delicate and private nature. Let gentlemen imagine 
.tben^fow much he was difappointed and aftoniftied on perufmg 
publifhed in a morning paper, which he had every 
reafoh 'to believe authentic, to find that fo far from relating 
exclusively to any buffnete.Oc a private nature, it related prin- 

* cipally 
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cipally to matters of public moment; the onlyexcufe he could 
alledge for the right honourable gentleman's having made (uch 
a declaration was, that he had either read the letter (lightly and 
curforily, or from the diftance of time in which it was dif- 
cuffed, and the multiplicity of bufmefs that had in the interim 
occupied his attention* he had wholly forgotten its contents ; 
had that not been the cafe, he could fcarcely have conceived 
it polfible that the right honourable gentlemen would have 
given it fuch a colour. It did not appear from this letter that 
there was any paltry recrimination upon the perfons who ad- 
vifed and conducted that unfortunate expedition,but the letter 
contained a foundation for a charge of the moft marked crl* 
mirwluy. It might be true that the right honourable gentle¬ 
man did not Hand fingly refponfible for that expedition, or that 
he had no further fhare in advifmg it than the reft of his collea- 
5'ies, but whoever were the authors and abettors of it, there 
riot one word about any bufinefs of a private nature in it, 
//ode it afforded the ftrongeft grounds of condemnaii^w>f 
mtnifters for fending the expedition out under circumln^^fi 
♦he moll: grofs, inhuman, and treacherous. He would, h^PP* 

ever, read the letter to the Houfe. 

FIRST LETTER. 

“ On board the John, Portfmouth Road, 
< c £n.. July S, 1795 . 

■* Theihort it.tv w\ uh I mndo at London not hiving permitted me the honour 
<*: * on n. \ tJ: m one-*, anj my fudden departure having prevented me 

»‘mri rorn Tiling vvMi you on frvcral points of importance to me, In my prftfent 
it utiot:, l 1 ‘lisii'ni Lonh m your fagaeity lo be convinced, that I fliall 
ti-'o tu h indr ictionj a. vilil feivc me for a guide, and enable me to lupport the 
r»*1pu , iJiL i tiiy at:a he j ui) wO^iv. .s w:ii Lowaid* you as towards the troops 
uiuk-i iun (ooiiuand 

“ A lull co^vi^ion ot rh* necclhty of fubordinat’on, joinied to a zealous 
as.’ouoti u> the 1 .itle ti» wiuih I have embarked, induce me to fly with precipita- * 
tio f i tbf hrit ijgn.it 1 r*»e \»*, a iid never allow me to uige the fmallclt objection.. 
I fay 1 .othing of th d-Ui tiun which a government has a right to expert from 
iholt. it pmphA» ; i I .ive long flnee given fuffident proof of mine; and I have 
't S u u> L; .r:v , mat they are fuch as will enable me to obtain, at itaft, thole 

* r iCs of Lsrifiieucc wliuli arc due tJ mV htuation. 

“ 1 Liv- ihe h^no'ir to oi-f rvc tu you, Sir, that I am going with troops, of 
whofr dcflii. ii.d 1 knov.’nothing but by public report, neither am I acquainted 
with their mean* of f .wiilcnc*, nor, in the froallclt degree, with the nues by. 



on say concfpmi-n;* with >ou, in a diltant Etuation ; and from whom 1 am, in, 
all calc*, to ucdvc order;. Thefc are points on which 1 rcqueii you to give mg 
fuch ;n:>!vi&«ons swwilllerte as a bafis for-my cjixduft. 

4 ‘ 1 had the honour aUb to requeft that you would let me hav« an officer frtm 
tic department of in/pUtm* li you fend me fuch a penon, pray ehufe a man 
v iiv f. c *ks both language,, truth; may, on occafinn, allift me in the truncation 
o' your letters ; and tlut your oidcrs may only be known to an officer chofcn by 
g;vcrr»rt»5ut. I have the honour to be, with refptlt, 

41 Your very humble fervant, 

“ COUNT VI CHARLES SOMBREUlt ” 

This 
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.Thiswas the private letter, he obferved, which the hon* 
gentleman had ftated to be interefting to the writer’s feelings 
only, and not at all fo to the public. He would next read, 
thejotper, addrefled to the right honourable gentleman, which 
accompanied that ro Sir John Borla/l* Warren, and which was 
represented ro be fent to him as an object of particular refpeft 
and gratitude 

SECOND LETTER. 

trim the Cor nt Sombre vxr t. tit Ri*k: H'r'urrJ 'c Wn t i am Wind¬ 

ham <ittttd AurtUi Juy :ht zzJ 1 37 c,j ,^td i*y tu ijr.as of bis Ji.r*v«r: % 
mb* / cm aired ct"/2 l\m till she h ur cf Lis du:b» 


(I c 


IS* 


c * 'line letter which T h.:ve written to Sir J-.hn Wr.:ren, wiil r.*?c you cve»*y in- 
formatfnn in my povtvr to a;, well on my pto'en* JUuation, us on paft 

events j 1 will not irm.nd you or-the letter wmJi 1 wr'te to you from Poitf- 
rromh, jS you vl.-tbiltij iccl the jorccof the iriraik' wh'ch 1 tbere m<uk : } 0 u 
frail be ferfb‘e hr.w mu h nv hear- has ro fuTa in thrfc laft moments 5 indc- 
aefl&tit'y ftf tbe reerct uh-ch 1 exri lienee fo- the f,ikc o* my companion:, you 
know w|;p.t faci fiee, an Older fo prompt obliged me to make. 

U’lucit ynu, , c jr, to be to k nd as to give ■ > the braier a faithful man, and 
7s neve; ab.indnred me (end whom the L ffes I have fuflih ed .n .if .u it ate 
RTrrotn rewarding) the fum of live hundred Loui< y t* he (hared wi r h my other 
fcrvant. Tl.ib nmvcu wil r.ot appear i:*dif;rcet, as 1 have loft le\c;al govern-* 
XLcnr ftv umu % i t 1 .* pr^dter .tmtunr* 

1 alio rc^ommead :o you, Sir, the two perfons about whom I fpoke to you, 
before 1 left London* 

“1 hi.vc the honour to he, S*;, 

•• To Mr. W; sr dhs,m 9 Yout *c»v hoznl.V Servant, 

Secretary at Wax. u COUNT CHARLES Di* SOMlilU-UlL/* 



Mr. Sheridan begged the Houfe to connect the remat ks 
ilaicd in this fecond letter with thofe made in the preceding 
one, by which means they would perceive what gereral affinity 
there was to buftnefs of a private nature. 1 his letter dis¬ 
played all the characlerifiics of a brave mind. It did not re¬ 
proach the right honourable gentleman for his conduit, it only 
reminded him of the remarks in the former letter—That he 
was difpanhed with rroops upon an expedition of whole des¬ 
tination he was ignorant; that he was ignorant alio of their 
command, their fubliftence, and their ammunition. Here 
was non:* of that tiiflirig vet biage which the right honourable 
gentleman had pretended, in fait it contained only a couple of 
lines which could be conftrued to relate to that beautiful and 
accorrp] Ihed woman to whom his affections had been pledged, 
and who had fince been reported to be difordcred in her 
mind. /The obvious conclufion was, that, when a man of 
fuch worth, valour, and honour was willing to perifh in whajt 
he„conceived to be a juft caufe, it was a lh«ine and a reproach 
tobis Majelljj[/s rainifter? to abandon him, us they had done;* 
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to his fate ; conceiving therefore that thefe letters contained 
the ftrongeft proofs of the grofs and fcandalous manner In 
which the expedition to the coaft of Prance had been G&rfK * 
dueled, he moved— ' r ' 

« That copies of the letters written by Count Charles dtf * 
“ Sombreuil to the Secretary at War be laid upon the tabid/*; ' 

General Smith feconded the motion. 

The Secretary at IVar faid, that he had never heard ob-' 
fervatioiis made which he lefs underftood, or was lefs pre¬ 
pared to anfwer, though he did not imagine it very difficult to 
anfwer them in fuch a way as would be fatisfa&ory to the 
Houfe and juftify his conduX. He would firft recal the 
terms of the letter to the recolledtion of the Houfe, and then 
give his reafons for perfifting in his determination to oppofe . 
the motion, not becaufe he was unwilling to difeufs the 
queftion, but becaufe the public were already in pofleffibtt 
of the letter. Previous, however, to any further comment* 
he could not help remarking, that this queftion Was brtt^ht 
forward at a moment when the Houfe was waiting witi Wglk 
xious expectation for bufmefs of more immediate importanc^P' 
upon which account he would not detain them by entering 
into much detail at that time. 


Some mifreprefentations had been made, which he wifbed 
to Git right. When this fubject was laft under the con- 
fideration of the Houfe, he had ftated that the Count de Som- 
brcuil’s letter contained no reflexions upon the expedition m 
which he was engaged; no reflections upon the perfon who 
was at the head of it; no reflections upon the conduct of his 
Majelty’s minifters. The only motive he could conceive the 
Count dc Sombreuil could have in his laft letter for referring 
him to the eXpreflions in the former were, that harrafled and 
confounded as he was, in his laft fatal moments, he referred T 
him rather to what was paflxng in his mind, than what he had • 
actually committed to paper. That was his impreflxon when 
he gave a defeription of thofe letters to the Houfe, and that 
was his impreffion now. The reference, however, was ib, ‘ 
obfeure and vague, that there was no knowing what he meanf, ' 
ftor did he perhaps know exa£tty What he meant himfelf. 
The fubfidiary letter certainly had a meaning in reference tb 
fomc painful circumftances interefting to his private feeling* 1 
which did refer to the uncertain fltnation in which he was 


going. 'The Count Was defirous that the nature and extent 
of his command fhoutd bejafcertam^J, and that war the object: 
for which it was'written ; in a public point of VieWbOWever, 
the lettef was of no importance whatevtt*. ’ : ' •' * 

upon - "one or two oblemtions of the honourable gen- 
Vot. IV. 1796. P tlemaii, 


v 
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tlcman, although hurried by the impatience of the Houfe 
fee begged leave to fay a few word^. He was charged 
with, cruelty in fending this gallant officer away upon 
fhort notice. How did that prima facie apply? There 
fufely could not be much complaint upon his being fent 
away-on a fpecific appointment. He came from Yarmouth 
io London, when the troops under his command were 
ready to fail, and he might fay, that even then, Count de 
Sombreuil was not fent our, for he had prelFed him to, defer 
his departure. There was fcarcely any thing worth anfwcr- 
ihg i he would notwithflanding inform the Houfe that Count 
de Sombreuil immediately after his arrival in London, waited 
upon him with inquiries about his troops, when he was told 
they were under .orders to fail. He then, for the firft time, 
opened to him his intentions of marriage, when he advifed 
him, not as a public man, but one who participated in his 
feelings, to defer his departure, partly hoping that the expe¬ 
dition, as is frequently the cafe, in fuch adventure', might 
J^|«dayed, partly from his fenfe of the character of Count de 
l^fribreuil, which he knew was too high to fufl'er imputation, 
and partly from a conviction, that if he fhould be too late 
for that expedition, he would not be abfent from any other 
for which he might be wanted. However on being prefled 
for ,the diftindt truth, he was obliged to confef’s that the troops 
were really under failing orders, though he promifed to make 
further inquiry; and he believed he afterwards wrote a note 
Repeating the arguments he had before ufed. He hoped no 
man would impute difingenuoufnefs, and want of candour to 
him, though he was apprehenfive from the behaviour of gen¬ 
tlemen on the other lide, that they were inclined to do fo. 
He was proceeding in a Itrain of afperity, when 
The Speaker called him to order. 

' The Secretary at TVdr.. continued. Anger had its privilege, 
faid, and he hoped he fhould he allowed it, as he had fomc 
■Caufe for that tenfation. He told the Count, in his note, that 
as he was known to be ever ready for feivice, an adtion, 
more or lei's, could make no difference, when the Count ufed 
a particular expreffion, which he had repeated in his letter 
from JPortfmouth, “I am determined to embark in the expe¬ 
dition, I have feen much fcrvice, and am ready to,obey the 
firft fignaland he accordingly fet off that night. It ap¬ 
peared that he had not the means of making out the purpofe 
he was going for without a diftipft explanation ; as he wa9 
however going to do nothing but tarry out a body of troops 
from the LI be, he Would kr.oW when he arrived at the place of 

'■ L '■ ■ • ... deflt nation* 
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deftination what he was to do, as all fubordinate officers do* 
and that would be fufficient. 

In refpeft to producing the letter in any other form than 
that in which it had appeared, he was determined to refill it, 
although he was aware that an injurious inlinuation would in 
confequence lay again ft him. Still, however, he difregarded 
every perfonal conuderation, and even if he could get no other 
perfon to join him, he would ftngly oppofe the motion as re¬ 
pugnant to the interefts of the public fervice. If the letter 
malt be produced before the public, there it was ; and he de- 
ftred the public to look at it, and examine it, and then de¬ 
termine whether it iuftified the accufation brought againfl: 
him. Of this at lcaft he was allured, that the gentlemen on 
the other fide either knew or fuppofed that he had loft the 
letter, when they originally moved for its production, or they 
would not have called for it. 


General Smith faid, if the Houfe or nation wanted any 
further teftimonv of the gallant conduct of the Counfcfe 
Sombreuii, they had only to remember what the rigbf^B| 
nourahlc gentleman had juft faid of him ; that, inftantly after 
he had land.-d in this count!y, he renounced his deareft at¬ 
tractions to fhew his adfivity in what ne deemed eftential to 
his honour. He needed not to repeat all that the light ho¬ 
nourable gentlemen had faid, for every man muft fee that his 
arguments did not correfpond. He thought fo, at leaft, 
and he would undertake to prove it. T. he letter, in ht$ 
opinion, concerned the public fervice, and nothing but the 
public fervicc, except the character of Sombreuil. The Ge¬ 
neral faid, he kept in mind the letter *.•; Sir John Borlife 
Warren, together with the various diiafters in the expedi¬ 
tion, and he conceived that the Count de Sombreuil, being 
anxious for his character., hoped the honourable gentleman 
would publifh what in his opinion contained all that c<-uld 
juftify his conduct. This was the laft folemu retjueft of a 
djhng man who had never forgotten his duty, and was likely 
to review his unfortunate Jituntion with a circunifpect and 
ferutinizing eye. It was to be remembered that he had em¬ 
barked without any information on the fi bjedf or the expe¬ 
dition ; that he was neither furnilhed with order* nor in- 
{Iruftions ; that he was conlidered as a junior rfficei, and 
was ignorant of the command. When he recolheled t;.at 
that command was given to Puifayc, a man whom many offi¬ 
cers thought it a ddgrace to l'erve under, a man who was ge¬ 
nerally conlidered unworthy of the charge entrufred to his care, 
aiid who had never attained a higher rank than that of Major, 
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he hadprotty ftrong reafons to believe that if the Count de 
Sombreuil had known the command was to be given to fuch 
a man, he would *never have gone upon the expedition. It 
• yra$ obvious that Puifaye knew nothing of his profeffion, and 
therefore it was natural that the laft wifti of a dying gallant 
foldier like Sombreuil, who had glorioufly run his courfe and 
i i&reer oflife, fhould be to exculpate himlelf from having any 
ruling power in fuch a fhameful expedition. Upon this 
gfound he thought the letter was a public account, and no¬ 
thing but a public account, and therefore he flood up to 
fupport the motion. 

'• Mr. Fax faid, that of all the inftaqces he had ever expe¬ 
rienced, and he had experienced a great many in common 
yMth bther gentlemen in that Houfc, where men have changed 
their political principles, and have forgotten all their former 
declarations, he miift confefs he was never more fuprifed than 
fae had been at the language of the right honourable gentleman 
^ tjwr^ight and the language he ufed upon a former day. That 
^^Yhould have received fuch a letter, and not have produced 
when called upon, or even without being called upon to do 
fo, was as extraordinary, and as exceptionable an incident as 
he had ever met with. His objection, however, was, that he 
aded under a fuppofition that the letter was loll. If the 
honourable gentleman, did aft under that fuppofition, it was 
wholly unknown to him, for till a few weeks fince, he had 
never heard the report. Grant however that he had, was it 
right for him confiftently with his parliamentary duty to liften 
to every report he heard, and adt upon each fpecifically ? If 
that were the cafe, there would be no need of juftification, 
fince whenever minilters were called upon to produce any 
paper to which they might objeft, ihey would only have to 
ifeate, that fuch an unfortunate circumftance as this had hap¬ 
pened, and all would be as they could wifh. Happily how¬ 
ever the letter had been found, happily fo at leaft in regard to 
the memory of Sombreuil} if it had not, the Houfe and the 
public would have known nothing of it, but from deferip- 
tion, and how could they have judged from the defeription 
given them, whether a heavy accufation did not lie again!! the 
gallant officer, who had been fo defirous to exculpate himfelf 
of having a part in the fcandalous conduct of the Quiberon 
expedition. If there was any one thing which that 
unfortunate gentleman Teemed moft to deprecate, it was the 
-confeioufoefs of having any (hare in that tranfaftion. It was 
true indeed that no formal accufation lay again!! him ; for his 
r own part, he had always fuppofed that the. emigrants were th? 

chief 
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chief advifers of that unfortunate expedition; butwhcffe^e 
confidered their fituation, he did not blame then*; onthei#^ 
trary he felt for them, fine© they only added to the refpon#- 
bility of minifters, inafmuch as the rafhnefs and folly would kayo 
been excufeable in them, which was degrading to U*£ cha- 
i after and underftandings of Britifh minifters, and he.be¬ 
lieved {every man * would be of that opinion. Sombfeoil 
in the meantime, till that appeal was made, w*s not excul¬ 
pated ; when he found all gone, and that he had no further 
hopes of life, he ftili was anxious that his reputation ihpj|ld 
furvive him, and accordingly appealed to that letter at * 
public document, which the honourable gentleman was hound 
to publifb, if he entertained no perfonal regard, upon tb©,prin- 
ciple of the Roman word necejjttuclo. He at lenft ought to have 
done him the juft ice to declare, that fo far from having, an? 
concern in that calamitous expedition, he did not know Who 
had the command, the amount of his force, non where ihc 
place of deftination was appointed to be. There dfthttanear 
fomething in all this that required to be explained, 
that called for publication. If that were the cafe, what 
fication was there for having miflaid a letter of fo mucheim- 
portance ? He had never heard at what period that letter was 
recovered ; but the moment it was milling, lb much was due 
to the memory and dying prayer of Sombrcui!, that fome ac¬ 
count of it, and fome excufe for its being midaid, fhould have 
been fubmitted to the Houfe, accompanied with a recapitula¬ 
tion of its contents, as accurately as could be collected* 
Whether the multiplicy of bufmefs had erafed the lemem- 
brance of it, he could not fay, though he believed fomething 
like that excufe was urged upon a former d.iy. Nevertfaeleis 
it appeared to him fomewhat lingular that points fo remarka¬ 
ble, lhould totally efcape fuch a retentive memory as' the 
honourable gentleman had been known to polfels, and he 
could attribute this amazing and fudden defeat to nothing but 
the honourable gentleman's prelent unhappy connections, 
whole wealenefs that way was proverbial. He ought not 
however to have loft a day in announcing the recovery of 
thefe important papers to the Houfe. . 

There was a peculiar Angularity in the conduft of the right 
honourable fecretary upon this occafion. He had Hated, that 
lie waited in daily expectation that gentlemen in apportion 
would call for this letter, to give him an opportunity of enter¬ 
ing into an explanation concerning it; he had alfo ftated, that 
he conceived that it was highly improper for them to afk for 
Mi fo that it appeared that he waited for the gentlemen in 

oppofitioxi 
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oppofitioj* to do fomething evidently wrong, before he would 
d ) any thing indi/putablv right; and fo flrong was his defire to 
venture them, that he delayed performing a duty irrpofed upoii 
him by the mod folemn of all injunctions, in order that he 
might>ltave an opportunity , by their making an improper re- 
qiieft, of finding fault witn their conduct. T he right 
hqfcpurable gentleman was fo anxious to criminate his old 
mends, that* in order to obtain an opportunity of doing it* 
be delayed performing the dying requeft of a new one. What 
fyftem of honour or principle could juftify this mole of pro¬ 
ceeding he did not know ; it required a molt extraordinary 
mind like that of the right honourable gentleman *s own to 
determine. Whether his honourable friend (General Ta.Te- 
ton) had heard of thefe letters being loft when he firft men¬ 
tioned them, he did not know, but he believed he had not. 
Admitting, however, that he had, what was to be in* conduct ? 
Was he, beenufe he ii..d heard it vaguely reported that thefe 
or ajfljSither papers were mijflatd, not to make the public 
T*1? in which :hev were involved an object of innuTv 
Wvs there any intcrcourfe between ilv.m and ibe h or .Me 
gentleman on the other fide, or anv lert c»« ci-coua ^ n,ent 
from thofe gentlemen to incline them n» iuch a proa .dm*: ? 
For his own pair, a* he had bttoic iftchwcJ. In* had heard ic 
loofclv iUted that th* u* letters woe L,ft, bat nc hear J no: that 
report t<11 the period fubfequent f <> thur b* mg fuun'L The 
letter ought not to have been mifi.iid, as it was a letter of 
moil fe<ious charge, implicating t«.c honour of Sombrcm}, 
and the pub!'cation of it depended not upon what they conft- 
.dered its importance to be, but upon the wi/h and nqueltof 
Sombreuil. llis with ought to have been the with of Admi- 
mfliation, ant their promptitude in acceding to the requeft 
c£ a man under iuch circumftanccs, ought to have fuperfMed 
all .coniidcrations of a perfonal nature. He concluded, by 
declaring, that he fhould give his vote with the greateft fatis- 
fa&icn, and if a general tlifcufGon fhould take place on the 
Quiberon expedition, the paper moved for, he was perfuaded 
would throw confiderable light upon it, and upon that ground 
he gave his vote for the motion. 

7 he Chancellor cf the Exchequer i aid, when he confidercd 
the important bufinefs before the Houfe, he certainly would 
not contribute to the prolongation of the debate ; he fhould, 
therefore, not enter into the merits of the Qjiberon expedi- 
t on. Gentlemen had been in the habit of uiing ftrong ex- 
prtflions upon that fubje<9t ; hp exprefled his readincfs to par¬ 
ticipate in the obloquy, if any attached on the conduit of ad- 

miniftration, 
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miniftration, as he certainly did in the refponfibility of the 
expedition to the coaft of France, and when that fuhjeiSfc 
came under difeuflion on prima facie grounds of mifcondtiSi 
he pledged himfelf to convince the Houfe, that there wa^ "no 
ground of cenfuie, no violation of their duty, in the confi¬ 
dential fervants of the crown, though the gentlemen on the 
other fide had been as profit f<; ofepithets as they were deficient 
in arnument. At prefent the qucllion he conceived involved 
the conlideration, whether there cxilled any public or parlia¬ 
mentary grounds tor the production of this letter. The right 
honourable gentleman affirmed, that the Count de Sombreuif 
laboured under the imputation of having advifed this expedi¬ 
tion ? no fuch imputation had, however, been thrown upon 
him, and it was imnofliblc that it fliouid. It did not appeal' 
unon the face of the tranfaftion, that he had any ihare in 
mid, in fact, the expedition was planned, and had actually 
commenced, before the Count came from the Continent with 
his r. giment. Hefcrved whatever might have been hi ^talents, 
■•a a i'uborimate capacity and pofTcfieJ no power of ^ 
ftr.mceas a commandant. Even if there had been any i 
ution reding upon hi n, was it not fully done away by the 
publication of th'S letter ? It appealed, therefore, that the 
gen'lemen on the otbi-r fide Called for ihe production of a 
letter, to icfctic the character of this gentleman from an im¬ 
putation that could never have attache 1 upon it, and which, 
if it had attached, mull have been w.ped away by the publi¬ 
cation of the letter. The rijit honourable gentleman had 
milrcprcfcnted his right honourable friend (Mr. Windham.) 
He did not fay that he waited for a motion for the production 
of this letter to give an explanation, but he fiid, lie waited 
until the fubjedt of the expedition itfelf fliouid h* brought 
forward, that he might, wnh propriety, perform the r?queft 
of a gallon and heroic officer. If the gentlemen were fo 
deeply impreued with the neceffity of producing tnis letter, 
how happened n, that with this ftrong imp r cffion upon their 
mind*, they had waited f6 long without calling for it ? 

. Ihe '’haneellor of the Exchequer concluded with de¬ 
claring ta\. no parliamentary ground whatever hid teen laid 
before the :I.,ufe to juftity its proeluaun; and every end that 
the Count could have had in view, had been anfwered by its 
publication ; he should therefore move the order of the day. 

Mr. Fox exphvned. He fatd the production at the letter 
was not more nectiury in the Houfe to exculpate SombrcuiL 
than to criminate tRe perfons who adviietl and condoled ne 
calamitous expedition in which he loti; his life. 

Mr. 



*> 


«if4 . ■WOODFAt.i’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [CommukS. 

V fj Mn. Sbfridatt &id, the Secretary at War, in claiming the 
.privilege^,,of angry man y bad fubftituted words and pafiio» 

for 'propf . and argument. Whether he had faid any thing to 
irritation he knew not, he fhould, however, even a); 
$h§hazard °f incurring the right honourable gentleman’s re- 
jfcnrpnent, aiTei t, that he was authorized by the letter to coij- 
4 gti$d,,that Sombreuil left London under an impreflion that he 
^ras .to have the fupreme command, and that he would have 
Reclined the fervice altogether, had he known that Dc Puifaye 
xyasto have had that diflinguifhed rank. The calamity that 
attended that expedition he attributed folely to the divifton of 
council, for the coward Puifaye fecurcd his retreat, while the 
gttht^bVave companions of his voyage were left a prey to his 
£l$ 3 chery, and that calamity he charged as a crime again{1 his 
JNjakHy’s minifters. 

The motion for the order of the day was put and carried 
without a divifion. 

t the budget. 

Houfe then refolved itfelf into a committee of Ways 
3TKI Means. 

1 The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe, and faid, that the fub- 
je£t which he had to lay before the committee that night was 
particularly deferving of their attention, conijdering the extent 
of the public burdens in the courlc of the war, and the aggra¬ 
vation which during a part of that period, had arifon from 
collateral circumftanccs. Under the very-arduous nature of 
the contcft in which we were engaged, aftd of the peculiar 
fituation of this country, in conlequence of our having re¬ 
cently received a public avowal of the prefent fenlc and dif- 
pofitions of thole who govern the councils, and direct the 
government of our enemies, it became peculiarly proper and 
Tequifite to enter into an examination of the further exertions 
which might be neceflary on our part to continue the conceit, 
by an examination of our relburccs, depreciated as they'had 
been by the enemy abroad and attacked at home by the 
ftrongeft exertions and talents of fonje honourable gentlemen, 
he feared but too ticcefsfully, it became a fubje£t of the 
greatefl magnitude and impprtanee which could claim the at¬ 
tention of the Houfe, to {hew by the fair refult of a diitindt ex¬ 
amination of the true fituation of this country, what were 
its refources; on which, in a great tneafure, might depend 
the ultimate iflue of the contcft, and the fate of this country, 
and of all Europe. Such was the fubje£t of that night; he 
approached ir, and indeed it was impolfible no! fo to approach 
it, with a ccnliderablc portion of anxiety and folicitation, and 

.'yet 
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yet he would fincerely fay, that after revolving ft irthis mind 
« carefully and deliberately as it was poffible for hiftt to "do-; 
and after endeavouring to examine it moft minutely in'all 'ifis 
itearts, he approached it with a fincere and rooted confidence) 
and if he fhould be able to do juftice to the truth of the fa£t$ 
which he fhould have to ftate, and by which the judgment of 
the Houfe ought alone to be guided, he then fhoula be able 
to give the fureft grounds of hope, and of juft confidence in 
the refources of the country, and difappoint the proud and 
prefumptuous expectations wnich an enemy had founded upetl 
a contrary fuppofition. Before he entered into any detail,'ho 
was anxious to convince the Houfe of the importance of the 
fubjeCt, and to imprefs it on their minds to its fulleft extent* 
The general difculfion, which he had to fubmit to their cortfi- 
deration, and which he fhould endeavour to comprefs within 
as narrow limits as poffible, would comprehend three diftindt 
head'. 

] ft, The fubftitution of fuch new ways and means 
he thought advifeable by the committee, and as hefhounH^ 
geft in lieu of thole propofed before Chriftmas, but wmS^ 
upon representations that had been made and atter due en¬ 
quiry, he had thought it policy to relinquifh. 

ad, The ftatement of fuch fervices as had not been fore fee a* 
in providing for the iervices of the year, and in propofing to 
the committee the means of meeting thofe fervices. 

3d, The mcaiine that he thought it would be advifeablefor 
the committee to adopt, in order to remove the diftrefs occa- 
fioned by the temporary demand for money, and in order to 
give facility to commercial credit. 

Thrfe were the three principal points upon which he haft 
that clay to call the attention of gentlemen, and from the dil- 
cuffion or which he was allured that they would derive the full 
and perfect l’atisfacfion, which he felt in his own hofom, not 
merely with regard to the general l’utficicncy of the country, 
but alfo with regard to its growing and unprecedented pro- 
fperity. 

SUBSTITUTES FOR THE TAX ON PRINTED COTTONS, 

In ftating the ways and means in December, he had men¬ 
tioned his intentions of providing taxes tor a calculated yearly 
valued 1,12c,,oooh of widen 135,000). was to arife from 
a certain'tax on printed cottonfs and calicoes: he meant, in' 
the firft inllance, to provide fubftitutes for this tax, as it was 
thought advisable to withdraw it. The houfe would there¬ 
fore fee, that with regard co this part of the fubjedt he did not 
, Voi. IV. 1796. VL meaif 
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mean to lay frefh burdens on the people in point of amount* 
but to find: a different mode of impofing them.A meafure 
brought forward by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Dent) 
would afford him a fubftitute to the amount of the greateft 
part of the deficiency j he meant the tax on dogs. The haufe 
of opinion with him, that if the owners of dogs were 
proper objeCls of taxation, a certain proportion of that tax 
Ought to be applicable to the public fervice : this, according 
to the ftatement he had made on a former night, which would 
arife from the furplus of two fhillings on dogs kept by perfons 
paying the affefled taxes, and a greater increafe on thole who 
kept a. plurality of dogs, would produce, according to his cal¬ 
culation, too.oool. a year, and which he had rcafon to be¬ 
lieve would be collected with great facility. This fum de¬ 
ducted from the amount of the deficiency, left 35,000!. foi 
which he would provide after the following manner. It was 
generally allowed to be the leaf! unexceptionable, and the 
mbjj^Kircable tax, which might arife by fuch regulations as 
w^ffu'prevent the evafion of any exiting duty, and enforce its 
erai collection 

DUTY ON HATS. 

The duty laid upon hats at prefect had been found to de¬ 
cline yearly in its produce fince its firft inftitution, and was 
reduced fo low, as to be fcarcely of any fervice to the public 
revenue; and at the fame time that it afforded no advantage, 
it jiad this particular attendant quality, that it fell particularly 
heavy on the confcientious trader; any juft and honeft hatter, 
who paid the Tax, ran the rifk of difobliging his cuftomers; 
whilft, on the other hand, the fraudulent trader had every en¬ 
couragement and advantage. A mode of collecting it, he 
faid, had been communicated to him which muft enforce the 
duty, and which was as fimple as it was likely to be effectual. 
He meant, that, inftead of being collected by a ftamped paper. 
Which was eaiily feparated from the hat, it mould be collected 
by a ftamp upon the lining of the hat, in a way which would 
make it impoffible for the wearer not to know whether he had 
or had not paid the duty. He would not then enter more 
particularly into the fubjeft of that tax j perhaps it would be 
more convenient to the houfe to referve any particular difeuf- 
fion of it, until a bill fhould be introduced in confequence of 
the refolution of the committee. It would be only neceflarv 
for him to ftate its probable amount, and this, he believed, 
gentlemen muft be aware, was a tax of which it was difficult 
th eater into any calculation; he had heard, that when it was 
originally laid on, it was ^calculated to produce 100,000). but he 
j believed 
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believed that it had never adtually produced more than 
which was the amount the firft year after it was impofed j-c¥er 
fince which time it had been gradually diminifliing, and'in flit; 
feft year it produced 6000I. only; he could not ftate what might 
be the addition by the prefent propofed mode of enforcing the 
duty, but he believed he might fafely calculate it 40 or 50,000!. 
beyond what it at prefent produced. He would, however, only 
ftate it at 40,000!. per annum ; which added to the ioc,oOOt. 
a year ariiing from the furplus dog tax, would amount fo 
140,0001. This fum was more than fufheient to fupply the 
deficiency by abandoning the tax on cottons; and the fubfti- 
tutes, he confeflcd, were the more advil'eable objefts of tax¬ 
ation, and would prefs more lightly and more generally than 
the cotton tax, which he had ftated in the former budget. 

ARMY, ORDNANCE, AND NAVY. 

’ '"A* 

The next point which he had to ftate for the confideration of 
the committee was of a much larger extent, and one t^^hich 
it was necefiary, more particularly to call their attentil^Bhe 
meant fueh increafed charges as it might be neceffary to^W 
vide for, and which had occurred fince the ftatement of the 
budget at Chriftmas; as alfo for ferviaes which were not at 
that time forefeen, together with their amount, and the mode 
which he meant to propoic for defraying them. That mode, 
he faid, was connected with another objedf, viz : that of 
giving relief to the general ftate of credit ia the country. He 
mould, therefore, firft ftate the amount of the fervices, and 
the mode of defraying them; which was alfo in fome degree 
conncdled with the meafure which he meant to propofe in the 
exigency of the prefent enlarged demand of accommodation 
in the commercial world; the meafure was, to take out of 
the market a great proportion of the paper conftiruting the 
unfunded debt, and by that means relieve the Bank from the 
advances which they had made, fo as to enable them to allot 
a larger fum of money to commercial difeounts; this operation 
would neceflarily demand fome increafe of the public bur¬ 
dens, as they .would have to provide for the difference between 
the lmall intereft which this floating debt now bore, and the 
higher intereft which it would bear on being funded, he would 


more particularly explain this in the proper place. 

And, firft of ihc fcrvices, there had been incurred fince the 51ft of 
December laft, and not piovidcd for under the head of army ex* 

. traordinaries, . - 53 $,000 

Oi Ordnance, » «. £09,009 

The additional fum required for the creation of Barraaka ha eiB* 

• mated at * * 267*000 

Tha 
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Thefum/or Atari ce, above the fum included in the laft efti- 
Iptte, and above the fum of 25,0001. allowed in time of geecet 
incWdirtg like wife turns paid to the fyfFftring Clergy of France, he 
took ut 1 • 

And the fum which in the laft flatement the ways and means were 
Aloft of the fupply, 

T«fetfe fervices made together, 

7o which he ftould add a fum which he felt would be neceflary to 
fttake good the further array extraordinarics up to the end cf the 
year 1796, 



100,000 

177,000 

- - rf . 


1 , 221,000 


* 


leaking in all of -new ferviers above the ftatcmei t opened in the 
’>month of December Uit for the lcrvite* of ilic tun cue tne 
• 'linn of - - 2.500,000 

'The next point which he was led to confider was a charge, 
of which r he would now Only finite the gcneial refult; he meant: 
th^j^/ifion which under all the circumltanccs cxifting at pre- 
fid^J'Vmight be nc?cflary to make for the funding inch parts 
or the increafe of the navy debt dining the war, which had 
rtot been piovidcd for in the courfe ef the preceding year 5 , 
and not to leave any which hud n»'t been alieady provided for 
of that debt incurred ft nee the commencement of the war, or 
father finer the firfi o* December 1791. The (mn for which 
intcreft was found in the courfe of the year 1795, amounted 
to 3,594>oOol. became it had been the cuftom always to make 
provifion in the preceding year as tar as may be calculated; 
to that mu ft now be added 1,640,000*. 

The next charge which he had to Hate was, what debt it 
might probably be found necefl'ary to incur, inppofirig the 
tvarto continue to the 31ft of December 1796 ; he had ftated 
it before Chriftmasas likely to amount to 2,500,000!. which 
calculation he had made by conjecture, derived from a com- 
barifon of the then fuppofed navy deht incuried in 1795; but 
as that debt had ftreched out by the operation of unforefeen 
caufes to the amount of above 1,600,Cool, more than was 
then ‘expected ; the fame caufe, he meant the adverfe winds 
which obliged the large equipment defined for the Weft 
Indies, to put back, would alfo produce expences running 
into the fervicc of the prefent year, fuch as the expences of 
repair, and alfo the detention and hire of tranfports; the ad¬ 
ditional cxpence, amounting, as he fuppoiied it would, to 
about as much in 1796 as in 1795, he mull agreeable to the 
rule 2nd mode which he had laid down 2s his duty to follow, 
®f keeping back no proportion whatsoever of the 


expences, 

bring 


1 
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bring forward, and he would calculate it at i^o,#©©!*!: 
which, in addition to tire former computation of 4,500,006^1* 
would produce a navy debt up to the 31ft of December 1796, 
0( 4,000,0001. and he muft here remark, that although he had 
Hated a farther increafe of extraordinaries of the army, to the, 
amount of 1,200,0001. yet, if under all the circumftances, a 
further incrcalenf 8oc,OOol. (hould he unexpectedly incurred, 
he begged to inform the committee that there were refources 
to provide for the full amount. 

The next head of charge was one that did not arife from any 
new fervices to be provided for; but only becaufe it became 
neceflr.rv, under the prefent C'tcumftance 11 , to dimituih the 
unfunded debt, by taking 3,500,000!. in Exchequer Bills 
out of the market; to do which it b< came necella. y to borrow 
that fum. The motive that led to thismeafure was, that, while 
all the unfunded debt remained in the market, it prevented the 
bank from the ullial affiftance for the relief of tiado. _f ntereft 
for this fum of 3,500,0001. to the amount of three amteymlf 
per cent, had been provided already ; but in older to fu^^B^ 
debt, it was neceiikry to provide two and a half per ccntlTm 
addition to ihetinee and a half already provided, viz. one and 
a halt per cent, to make up the deficiency of the intereft, 
and one per cent, for the linking fund ; this two and a half per 
cent, upon 3,500, o~':l. w mid amount to 87,500!. 

The 11; re,', uU had ready luted, he world recapitulate, in 
order that the houfe might go along with him m the fhitement; 
2,500,000!. exchequer bill*, to be founded; 1,640,0001. of 
navy debt already incurred; the eitimntcd navv debt for the 
\ear I 7 QIj, wa* 4 000,00.>1. 'I he other exchequer bills, 
fvh'ch were to be funded for the relief of the market, 
3,500,000!. There was ;:u 'thcr Turn of i ,noo,oool. which 
was alio to be funJ.d, but was already provided for, both a£ 
to interefi And the one per cent, tor ihe folding fund; for the 
houlc would recollect, 1 hat in pioviduig for tne expenccs of 
the year 1795, he provided for a loan ot 19,000,000:. though 
he only took. 18,000,0001. the other had been ifllied 

in exchequer bills, and had been fully provided tor, as he be- 
foie ftated. 

In cider to fove the committee a pcifoiSi view of the prefertt 
ffats ot public finances, and of all the executes that he could 
toi ctec, he ought to mention that there was one more contin¬ 
gent iervite that might occur in the C'nirfe of the prtfeur year, 
the probable allowance of i,oco,oool. for bounties on corn, 
to be imported according to the ad had which palled at the 
beginning ol the prclem Iciiion, At the time tiui this pro- 

vilion 
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vifion was made, it was hoped that we fliould be able early to 
ascertain the amount of the fum to be required, fortunately 
we had been relieved from our apprehenfions, fooner than was 
expe&ed j and there was every reafon to believe, that the fum 
to be paid had been greatly over-rated : it was not now he 
thought likely, that more than 300,000 quarters of wheat 
would be imported in the courfe of the prefent year, in con- 
fequence of the high bounty the nation was to give; and he 
had the pleafure to fay, that the greateft part of this grain 
would come to us from the recently acquired pofieffions which 
our arms had gained; and which, if we fhould be fo happy as 
permanently to retain, he would be bold to fay, would create 
ai new sera in the commercial eftabliftunents and profperity of 
this country. .Confidering the very material change that had 
iaken place in the afpetf of our own corn market, and in the 
certainty of a fupply to the amount, at leaft, of the quantity 
which he had dated, the minds of gentlemen would be relieved 
fromr^l apprehenfions of a fcarcity; and he had further the 
jKAy Jig and comfortable information to give to the com- 
Ct.tree, that even for this probable bounty of 300,000!. on 
300,000 quarters of wheat, he had a fure and ample refource 
without any further demand upon the country j he had the 
happinefs to inform them that fuch was the profperous date of 
the affairs of the Eaft India company, that even in the very 
firft year of their new acquifftions, the country would be en¬ 
abled to participate to the amount at lead of this fum to be 
required for bounties. He had no doubt but that we might 
now look annually to the Ead India company ior the 500,0001. 
which had been let down as the edimated participation of the 
public in their profits. To what further amount the new ac - 
quifftions in the ead that had been made, would carry thofe 
profits, it was hardly poffible for the mind of man to coojedlure. 
The public might with confidence look for very coniiderable 
aids from this fource. Thefe were all the heads of fervice 
which he had to fubmit to the committee, and which he 
could forefee for the additional fupply of the year. From 
thefe feveral heads then the fum to be permanently charged 
upon the country was as follows : 


The intereft on the fum of i 3 5oo,ocoi. of fervires added to thofe in 
his former ftatement, and including always the additional one per 
cent, towards the finking fund, would be. — 

The difference of the intereft on the navy debt unfunded would be 
Xbc intercil on the 4,oco,Oi,o of navy debt — — 

' * 


1,500 OOO 

98,400 

240,000 

The 
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The differences of intereft; on the fum of 3,500,000!. of Exchequer :- ‘. 1 
biljls *b jyc the rate of interdl already provided foi them t 87i£0© 

Making altogether the annual fum to be provided for by taxes of 575*900 

And in order to make the operation immediate for the bene¬ 
fit of the commercial world, the amount of the money to be 
raifed by loan, and to be appropriated in the manner which he 
had .ftated, was this: 

The amount of the extraordinary fcrvices for the year 1796, was 2,500,000 
The fum of Exchequer bills to be bought from the bank, or from the 
Market, was — — — — 3,500,000 

The fum of navy bills to Vc bought from the bank was —- 500,000 

And the fum to be icpaid the bank for the advances they had made in 
Exchequer bills, on tin. fccuriiy of the confoiidated fund, t*a$ 1,000,000 

Makhig together a fum to be boiruwcd by a new loan of 7,500,000 

SCARCITY CF MONEY. 

That there had exifted an inconvenience from the 
demand, was true, and he did not hefitate to fay, that it 
not at all furprifling. When he examined the caufes which 
gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe thought proper to im¬ 
pute to the fcarcity of money which exifted at prefent, he be¬ 
lieved that they proccded irom caufe'? of an oppofite nature, 
and inftead of being the refult of poverty and decrcafe, they 
arefe partly from the increafai c ommerce of the country. He 
had no difficulty in allowing that they had proceeded partly 
from the great cxpenccs of the war in which we were en¬ 
gaged, and from the nccefllty of remitting large and unufiial 
fums of money to the continent, and thole lent for defraying 
the army extraordinaries in maintaining a continental army, 
and alfo by the operation of a loan to the emperor, which cer- 
tainly drained a great portion of money; but which loan he 
was proud to ftate, had proJuced in a great mealure thofe 
important and g.illant vicioiies of the Imperial armies over 
the French, which they had gained towards the conclufion of 
the laft year. 

When he confidered the profperity of this country, by 
which it had been enabled to fuppoit all its burdens—when he 
compared the ftate of the commerce of this country with its 
commerce in former years, it furnilhed a juft and fohd ground 
of fdtisfadlion to him, and certainly to thofe in the country 
who were acquainted with the fuhjedis of commerce and 
finance. He lelt, indeed, great matter of confolation, when 
he confidered vaiiyus fubjccts relating to commerce > when 

he 
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^ 4ic ^©hfilhfred !the gertcral ] ftate of exchange at that timf ; 
* v w 4 wn he compared the ftate of rhe commerce and balance pf 
Viradfev^th our fituation in former wars; when he confided 
*<tfc*tKfbe ftate of exchange was nearly brought to a level, and 
opening floodgates, through which the money expended 
pouting back in torrents to increafe the profpciicy of this 
^dtetmtry, and, by the filent and natural progress of com* 
:4ti6rcial caufcs, furnifhed ground for reafonabfe hope that all 
-"that w*» fent abroad would return with the more extended 

* Mux of general wealth. One of the caufes of the prefect 
4 temporary fcarcity, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faui, 
v ^viderttly arofe from the flip port'of our foreign allies, and our 
~ fcrmy extraordinaries, there were other cauies, which alfo in 

* St great mealure contributed to that effect; caufcs, he was 
^•"Happy to add, not conneilcd with the difficulties of the coun¬ 
try, but connected with ics large growing refbtirces and rfcli 

&iftcrcafi,*ig profperity. It was a fact known to deep and acute 
TCans chat the circulating medium of a country mull 
^ 3 ° a certain proportion to the extent of active capita-, to 
extent of commercial (peculation. Allowing this to be 
’ : juft as a general proportion, it applied particularly in this 
country at picfent. The extent of our trade, evident and ac¬ 
knowledged, had increased a demand lor money for the pur- 
y- pofcs of additional fpccularion?, of that which was ilje fource 
-of wealth a .id national pioipciitv, :.nd had called for a largo 
quantity of medium. That increafed demand being allowed 

as one caufe of Icarcitv, and the fcarcitv beintr confcfled and 

•/ j * «■« 

? apparent, it remainded to coididcr what were the proper mc- 
*' thods of remydinq; fuch a difficulty. Kvuy man acquainted 
’ 'with great mercantile fubjecls mu*l know, that where fcarcity 
Of mbnev cxifted, a large quantity of unfunded debt would 
tncreafe that fc.trcity in a great. decree, and that frarcity wdl 
■'ttnd to depreciate the unfunded debt; tiie ronlequence of 
' which depreciation would be, that men pofiefled of cafh would 
lay out the riadv money on the discount of the unfunded 
debt, width would then be large, inftend of applying it to 
mercantile put pelfs, or {peculations in ‘manufactures &c. 
which diverfioa of their capital muft be injurious to the pub¬ 
lic. The funded debt of the country fprtad far and wide as 
a medium, in themoii extended commerce, in foreign nations, 
and all through this kingdom ; but ihc unfunded debt was 
confined to the Capital, drained the Current of its commerce, 
and /'wallowed up a great part of the medium* When.a fcar- 
i.-Cfty exilted, ihest would naturally be a cottfiderable demand 
ixrtfof iKfcoont at the Bank, and the-large unfunded debt .would 
W* <. .... .make 


i 


•w 

A.* 




ri~ r* 

Xi 


<*] WOO'DFALL'S FAAtTifcfB'WTAJt.Y "MjritttltJ. ill 

'write*- i«lnH#Me &r the Bank Mfely 

ttiach'iri advance, a* they might Jb v were f . 

It'was therefore ncceffary at pretibnt to. ajJHt the Bajjj 
funding to theamountof the incurred andpj-obable e*ja<*i 
4y fondii^ the unfnn^‘ d^ bf ;i5Pb,ooi^. of E^chie . 
Bills for which an additionalintereft' of two an<£ a half^y 
cent, would be to be provided, anJd alfo.to find caihfaf, the 
506,0001. of the Nuvy Bills held by the Bank, aiuf by jn- 
creafing their cafh, to afford them the means with prudes, 
of continuing the* difebunt to the merchant* for the benefit >bf 
trade.' The fbven millions and a half whfoh.be proppfodj "" 
raife would be applicable to a (lift the ; Bank,, whilft, it proyijc 
for the different fervices incurring and incurred* • tSstSptjlp- 
merr converfknt in fubjeits of this nature, would jcnbM^f|at 
this plan was likely to have the effedt of giving a fpeedyjfod 
effeftual relief td me temporary fcarcityof thopey.^ ..., ',-,C r 
He had already ftated the three objects of whi 
propofe, he meant the amount of the expense of pro 1 
the remaining fervices drifting or fotefeen, for gjvilr||*jJat 
relief neceflary from tlre general ftafoQf credit, and 
viding a fubftitute for the cotttin tax, winch laft be had if-* 
ready fully confidered. The pther two objefts would pro¬ 
duce an increafe .of i'ntereft, of the annual' turn of 575,000^ 

3 year. It was therefore important, for the pqrpofe of railing 
the juft hopes of this country, and df diminifhing the hopes 
of our enemies, that we Ihould fhew thatopr reidurpes were 
equal, without the poffibility of cavil,:to meet the fervice and 
an the exigencies of the prefenr year.." He fhcmld not take 
into the account, the refource of the IbtferyV though he was 
of opinion, that the lottery wasji refource that might very, wqli 
be taken into the actounf, if he faw lit, from year tb j&ar, 
to do it. He would 1 , "however, referveit as a fond with other 
fotrds, to defrayany pofEble increafe on a peace cflablifhmenC. 
He was, contented to take upon himtelf the burden df 
575,000!. without the lottery; and, he confcffed- he did not 
fee any fhape in which he could put that ‘yearly Uim as. an 
Increafe to the public taxes, without making a further;appeal 
to the fpirit and reiources of. the country, but he 'had, the 
fatisfa&ion to ttmik, that in the tax he fhouhi propofe, he bad 
Jfittle fear from any difappointment of its produce. 

* l i *■* t ► s' 1 

NIW B.UTY Off WINE. - 

’ Gentleflien would recoil that in the courfe of the laft^ear 
he bad propofed, that there fliould be a cooiiderable addition 
so the duty on wine. aoi With refpeft to my obligation for 

^Vot.lV. 1796. 1 R limiting 



»»* TVOODFALL*$> PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. . 

limiting this tax, he thought it a matter of prudence j he did 
tint, iihtnedlntdrjt fee any other limit than that there fltouUf not 
V $(dat an.Inducement leading''to fraud and ahufcj and 
aKp’r 4 the probability of diaitntfihmg its confumption 5 He 
" $fcd» that in the prefent inftancc he felt np anxiety on 
f of thefe heads on the queftion of finance. The dirat- 
n in the confumption of wine would naturally lead to an 
i4treafe in the confumption of other liquors which might be 
i tibrk beneficial to the country iq other refpe&s, and perhap? 

productive to the revenue. Th c fyftecn of the excif? 
laws he was confident was capable of rpprefling all fraud? 
itftffrnaHy, and with refpeQ: to a cjandeftine importation, it 
liSVer could prevail to any great extent, as to the danger of a 
jfetttafe in fhe conlumption, he felt no anxiety on that ac¬ 
count, becaufe he found that the hft tax, inficad of operating 
w promote that decreafe, had on the contrary been attended 
jwith an increased confumption of that article. He thought 
hat a further duty to the fame amount would not 
neceflary for any gentleman to fave his money by 
rg the confumption, It was, he faid, a finking and im. 
portant fad, that in the courfe of twelve months, from the 
infpoiition of theduty (deducing the fum railed by the duty at. 
iaching on the flock in hand, which amounted to the fum of 
2 lO t ooo\.) it bad yielded the fum of 600,000!. upon 30,000 
tops of wine at iol, per fop. It appeared that the quantity 
Imported dur.ng the lail year was 30,000 tons. He did not 
Geneve that any defalcation whatever would arife ; and there, 
fofqhe thought hunfelf juflificd in Hating the amount of the 
increafed duty on the fame quantity as that of lafl year, and 
It was peculiar to the nature of this tax that if he touched it 
if dje could not propofe left*than what he had charged it 
ivitn before. He therefore meant diflm&ly to propofe to the 
Houfe that a tax which would make 6d. a bottle to the con. 
fattier, fhould be impofed —This would amount to 20I per 
ton, exactly the fame as the former tax, and would produce 
Smnually 600,cool, i'hc committee would recalled that he 
had flared, that he would find it proper to have a fum m ready 
cafh, to pay the Bapk their ffiare of the navy debt, &c. He 
fhould^ therefore, as the lax would operate immediately on the 
confuqn&r, think it ntcdlary alfo to make it attach, like the 
former tax, immediately on the vender. The quantity of the 
dock in hand, under the operation wf that tax, would produce 
ciobajbly (though it could not be eafily afeer tamed) 320,000!. 
buf which he now thought proper to calculate at between 
35$<j*ool, 2nd 360,090!, From 900,000!, to 1,000, Cool, 
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woaVd therefor be i$e produce of tftc prefect fSkf of 
ft* permanently ndteflafy to defray the fftnboi rowed’ 
chnfiderable portion would mot be paid in the pmfentyeat, * 
tieuIarJy on extraordinaries; them wosdd* 4 iertfareJb* % 
furplus of cafh m the prdent year, applicable to the pot 
before ftated. J 

Tl*g *OAW. „ 

fie ne*|t thought it his doty to lay before the committee|he 
terms upon which he had been enabled to raifr fo large a fin*t 
of money as (even millions and an Ndf» under all the ctccmu» 
fUnops of the wur. Thefe were as follow; * 

£■ a • . £• *■ 

120 o © 3 per cent* confols, at 07, amount- /• g Q ^ ^ 

mg %» - 5 


25 0 o 3 per cent, reduced, at 66 
056 long annuities, which, at i8£ years ? 

purchafe, amounted to - 5 


- 16 


to © 
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malyng a bonus of only il. 19s. $d. the leaft, he believed, that 
had been ever given for any loan m this couritry. To this 
was to be added, half the ufual difcount, in confequence of the 
more rapid payment of instalments, which were all to be cbm* 
pleted in half a year from the prerent time, the amount of the 
difcount, which might be ftated at the rate of three per cent . 
per annum* or at the rate of about il. 7s. being added to the 
furplus, above the ftate of the funds, made, in the whole, a 
bonus of 3 I. 6 s 9d. on the loan of feven and a half mjljjon$g.t 
the ftoclcs having been taken at the full market price mroe 1 
day. Thefe terms, fo advantageous in themfelves, were alln ; 
made fubje£t to the difereuon of the Houfe, if it fhould tbijik, ^ 
proper to avad itfelf of a further loan to the Emperor of three 
millions ; and the terms made too at a time when the people 
were di (appointed in the hopes of peace, and the cup dafhed 
from their lips by the proud, unjuftifiable, domineering prq^ 
tendons of the Executive Diredtory of the French Republic. 
The terms beinj* fe low and favourable, were, he contended, 
a collateral and indeed a-ftrong practical drcumftance, which 
proved demonftraUvely the flouTifhing ftate of our resources, 
and the confidence of die monied men. This, he fiudi Went 
beyond the theoretical (peculations of gentlemen on the other 
fide pf the Houfe, jai>d (poke the true ftate of the country 1 
Eufogf and to the whole world. There were hoWtver ‘ ft„. 
jtrppgtr probft of the folidity of public credit and national 
security: the aggregate amount of the taxes had produced m 
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vmrpninraeidcAhcs^ the produce iir peace 
“ ith the operation of taxes jtheh lauhon of 253,006^) the 
w^W&Qopl -and xn theyewr imk with the operation of 
g|CytV amount of hup 00 in that year, to an 

|e of 1,048,0001. abov^ 4 te taxes of the year before. 
i?f collateral circumftance attendant on the revenue in 
. w ar > which did not happen in former wars, was that die 
taxes came up to the full amotirfe of the elHmates. Thefe 
Wit* circumftances which be felt a fmcere joy in bekig-able 
jive the Houfe as ftrOng pefitive proofs Of the true credit 
nraTreiburces of fhe countryj it was true 'rite taxes laft year 
0^4 a temporary ihertefe, which would not‘be a‘permanent 
he meant the duty on the flock of wine in band; when 
i thould bp oftabl|£hd» there would be no doubt but that 
Jey would be permanently productive up to the full amount 
of the-efb mates, and fufficient to defray all the charges upon 
them, yf 

Chancellor of the Exchequer next examined the pre- 
Plate of the permanent revenue of this country; he would 
he (aid, confider the average of the four laft ) ears of 
tpe> as was the cuftom, he would take it permanently on 
jfc averages of the three years of the war 5 from fuch a View 
the fubjdSt it would appear that the revenue of this cotin* 
CQ5, ^exceeded by above 300,0001. a year, the calculation of 
^t&ep^miQions a year, which was fuppofed to be necefiary 
to meet the peace eftablifhment of this country; not was that 
*11: jthelottery would produce 300,000!. annuall), applicable 
atftrto any Contingent mcreafe on a peace eftablifhment, whiqh 
Tewarce the cobntry would not part with, unleCs they could 
feat * proper iubftituje, 

^toother relburce of 500,000!. a year from the Eaft Inda 
Company, was to be reckoned upon which, though not pkid 
dqrtng the war, would be applicable to the public fervice in 
peace, the great wiSetefts created to the company, together 
th ptut glory and advantage arijGng to this cduntr), and 
iich he was happy to coofider, as the effedt of the exertions 
pf,b»s jhpnourablt frjcnJ (Mr. Dumlas), who had managed 
them w.th wifilom and fucccfs. This revenue of 500,000!. 
ffcigltt slfo be Hated as part of the lulu! and petip anent avenue 
jGf this Cpuntry. At was next ntceflarV rut jubn to ftate the 
impofts and exports In the moft flout iQring ycaf of peace that 
$fpr occur n. din the l.iflprv of (his country, he fneant in Mie 
x«ir 179a, tl$y amounted to 50^-060!'. and rq the y*at 
th(r4 year of >he waf they amounted to 27»h?<3»QoqL 
*4 a commercial country what need he d&irc further than *f 
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’pe growing commerce of the country had been ftmy il^ 
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far had we been froth adding any thiijg to the permanent 
qf the natiqn, that wg have, on the contrary, Idded to 
finding fund a fum of between 7 and 8o0,QC>ol. What ■ 
poppied to lay on, did not make the taxes pqrpeituai, but toiti • 
verted them intqan annuity, and that capable of fating liquid 
dated at no very remote period. The ratio of inti'reft' lauf 
nlfa been cheaper by!one and a half per cent; than during J tfie 
laft war. How have thete ]profpenties happened ? Beej^fj? 
we have, adhered to . the old .finking fund, find adde<kjo*$h<? 
pew finking fund an incret*fing him of gradual liquiVBP* 
which will five-to the country a perpetual tax of 4,000 
for the expcoce of this war, and convert it into in arm 
thjt mull be redeemed in 40 or 50 years. If the fame e: 
tipns had been made on the part of our anceftors, he Would 
leave it to the Houfe, what great and cflenrial benefits would 
thcy.npt have conferied upon their defeendents. Was k-n 
a fubjecl of exultation tp us, that wc were enabled to go a 
of the war with a finking Fund, bearing a proportion jto ^baU 
four years of peace, double of what that fum bore then to the 
debt at tb<)t time ? gentlemen had talked of the pnefent preffure 
by its comparative greatnefs with that of other wars. But 
wa,s tfiata fair, was it a candid companion ? They Usqtifa 
Cqnppare the prefent preflitre with the profijetity and the faft 
improvement of the country in its extenuve commerce,'"'its 
agriculture, arid i(s manufactures. What then would bn the 
relult? That though the prefliire was certainly great, yet it 
,yra$ fujly provided again# by the vail rcfources of the nation, 
Pfhjch never had 9 parallel in this or any other country. x 
Tac Chancellor of the Exchequer apologised for taking 
Up fa piuch of thy attention of the Houle, but he could not 
hje faid, refill the impu)fe he felt to (hew, that nothing fhould 
difequrage us from ^erfevering in a war whole end #is to 
laudably, and which involve/} our dearell and mo ft compli¬ 
cated inte/efts. He did not mean to allude to a late tr#nf- 
M^n 4 Mr. Pitt meyntthe propofol of Mr. Wickham to the 
l/rc^ary, apd their rejection of .all terms^of treating) 
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h| was compficcdJrom the abjed manner in which the 'reu 
l$urcts of fHis Country had been fitted fcy gentlemen, that the 
ep(?niy , / ,cpnfidcrfd themfelves warranted in keeping up their 
I&ughby tone, in di£teting terms to this country. Their 
Tfefri’wefe evidently taken frpai the Opinions jnduftriobfly 
Circulated of our diftrefles, and they built their prefumptuous 
hjapes on the want of provifions in this country, and its pecu¬ 
niary difticfs. The fcarcity of provifions, however, vanifhed. 
vtfiule that proud mefTage was on its way, and the pecuniary 
want would inftaittly difappear, in confequence of the juft' ana 
effetfual mep fares which the Houfc was about adopting. 
With refpedt to"the want of money under which the enemy 
funk, he thought it unneceffary to notice it much. lie would 
tidt difeufs the downfal of their a (Jig): at s y nor follow them 
‘through their various and eccentric transformations. He 
Would only trouble the Houfe with a Ample ftatement: On the 
lSth ofAIarch, before the negotiation took place, the Direc- 
tort^evlclaimed to all Europe, that their foie refource was in 
tj m >• mandats. They publicly admitted, that if their currency 
^fis'at lefs than par, or if they fuffered any depreciation, the 
kepublic was completely ruined. They declared, they could 
be laved by the mandats ; and by them alone. What was the 
refill t ? The {yfrem of terror was once more revived by a mef- 
foge from the Directory, that mefTage was followed by the fuc- 
ceffive' depreciation of the mandats , till they fell at length to 
82, per cent, in value. w The ultimate iflue of the conteft 
(exclaimed the Chancellor of the Exchequer) rauft be glori¬ 
ous, if we are not wanting to ourfelves. We lhall, by the 
bleffing of Providence, deliver ourfelves from the worft of 
dangers, and at the fame time tranffnit to pofterity a mdft 
ufefttl leflbn, that a bankrupt, turbulent, and lawlefs nation, 
cannot meafure itfelf with the fpontaneous and well-regulated 
conduct of a free and loyal country.” 

Mr. Grey faid, “ If inftead of coming forward with a 
budget for the third time in the courfe of fourteen months, if 
inftead of coming forward to impofe new burdens, and to levy 
frefh taxes upon the people, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
bad come down, ftating the fituation of the country to be 
fitch as to enable him to alleviate its prefent diftrefs, and to 
relieve it from feme of the cxifting impofts; if, inftead of' 
making if not an avowed, at leaft a real admislion, that, 
in the beginning of the felflon, he had deceived the Houfe of 
Commons, and the country, by mif-ftating the demands of 
thejjublic fervicc, hehai been enabled .50 Jay* that by a sdftniu#'. 
nuuon of the neceffcries of the ftate, an alleviation of the 
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public burdens was become practicable ; if, inftead of havin*, 
blotted the annals of the country, and tarnifhed the glory qP 
the prefent reign, he had brightened the regal diadem, anJJfjj, 
fumifhed an epoch of Britt fhhiftory exempt from misfortune 
and diftrefe, then the honourable gentleman might, with forac 
degree of jufticc, have affirmed the air of triumph with which 
this evening he has fo, vainly attempted to cover his inability 
and mifconduCt. On this day of humiliation to the country,; 
and to the Houfe of Commons, I did expe£t a cdnfeffion 'of 
contrition becoming his fttuation. Whatever may have beetT 
the ftyle in which his ftatements have been made, he has been' 
compelled, by the vigilance of individuals, to come forwards. 
with an explanation, which the Houfe of Commons never 
thought it worth while to demand, to confefs if not in words, ; 
at leaft virtually and in eft*e£t, that formerly he had not fairly. - 
and candidly unfolded the true ftate of affairs, to avow to that; 
Houfe of Commons that had dilinifled, without inquiry^beVery 
proportion that had been ftated, every fa£t that had been^^h* 
tained upon the fubjedt of finance, that it was now neceflar^J^, 
adopt fomemeafure to remedy the mifehiefs which the folly ofhis 
conduct had occafioned,and to acquiefce in the exiftenceofevilSi . 
which, but for the prudent condudt of others, might have 
produced the mod fatal confequences. The Bank, by with* 
drawing their difeounts, had forced him to the declarations 
which he has made this day, and if no other advantage iliould 
be derived from them, he hoped that they would convince the 
Houfe of their error, in having repofed fuch implicit confi¬ 
dence in his former ftatements. 1 fhall not follow him, 
through all the declamation with which his fpeech was in* 
terfperfed; and 1 cannot help regretting, that in a bufinefs. 
where a plain account ought to have been fubmiitcd to the 
Houfe, he had fo often recourfe to exertions of eloquence. 

“ For the fake of argument I fhall admit the ffourilhing 
ftate of our commerce, and the inercale of our exports and 
imports, for abundant means will not iuftify an extravagant; 
prodigality in the ufe of thefe means. In tome inftances his 
argument has been fallacious. It is no uncommon pradiice, 
to prevent miftakc, for merchants to enter the goods which 
they export ofteuer than once; and when it is taken into con-. 
Adoration, alfo, that thc amount of the exports is confiderably " 
incre ifed by the expenditure of the war of itfelf, his reafoning 
upon this head will not prove fo conclufivc as at firft fight one ‘ 
might be apt to conclude. I ftiall not follow him, however^ 
upon this general uueftion, as ah incrcafed commerce affords ' 

• 'k&:‘ 



-i 


»•> v'l t ^ 4 > 

v ttt 1! vrMmAtm 





t * L « » 

■* 


t 




/I 


AfotNTAA? teottTS. fdoi^rf^r. 


no excufe- Jbr an incrcafcdextrayagance ^ nof wSll'it ^ytP'fu- 
►)pt 5 rfc 4 c the necefllty impofed by their dbty upon the Houfeof 
' JeQtnmontr-of inquiring into the amount, and rhe fairnefs of 
- fhte.^fthens tor which, their conftituehts are fubjedled. 1 own 
> the prefent occa-fion I offer myfclf to the attention of 

^Ih^Houfe under circumfbnces of feme di fad van rage, after 
• the {{team of language which has now flowed from the Chan- 
the Exchequer, and of which be muft be acknow- 
h ledgt’d to have fucb command ; I fhallj, however, attempt to 
>; give a representation of the llare of the country, which will 
.-■certainly differ materially from his, but which, if not fu favour- 
V able* will perhaps be moTe correct. 

A .*■ !; f f ? The honourable gentleman complained that exaggerated 
ftatements had been given of our financial embarraffments, and 
: ,that thefe ftatements had fuggefted to the enemy that haughty 
anfwer which they had lately made to certain pacific overtures 
f oil depart of this country. Upon this fubjedf I fhall not 
at prefent. I fhall only fay that the refult was juft 
_ fat 1 expected. In the firft place there was much reafon 
•to doubt the fincerity of the Britifh Cabinet, and certainly 
the manner in which the bufmefs was conduced, was not fuch 
' as tended to .remove any unfavourable impreffion which the 
„ French might have taken from the former conduct of the 
king’s minifters. Upon the reply of the directory 1 fhall fay 
Nothing. If the honourable gentleman, or any of his friends 
iball think proper to fubmit the fubjedi to the confideration of 
.the Houfe, I fhall be prepared to deliver my femirhents, and 
to point out that line of conduct, which, in my humble ap- 
,-prehenfion, it would be proper to purfuc. To return to the 
*j'tfbje£l of finance. If the honourable gentleman means, in 
taking of thefe falfc ftatements which have made much to 
the diladvantage of the country, to allude to any thing that I 
have advanced upon a former evening, 1 will appeal to the 
Idoufe, if he has not demonllrated the neceflitvof what I pro¬ 
moted, and if his condudl this evening has not been a fulfil¬ 
ment of my: prediction. I propofed to inftitute an inquiry 
into the Rate of our finances j he has (hewn that inquiry to 
be more neceffary than ever.. I affirmed the provifion made 
for the expences of the year, extravagant and enormous as it 
wdjei, to be inadequate to the demands of. .the fervice^ • - He has 
acknowledged. the aflertion to be true. Are we however 
really in this ftate, that independent members of parliament, 
;, ; who do, not chance to beTfconnedfod with his M*je fly’s 
* Councils, who have not the fortune to, live inthe fiuifbine..qt ; 
iftpyal.bounty, cannot come forward,in the Houfeof Commons 
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,to attack, the crimes, or to expofe the faults of adminiftration, 

without fubjefling bimfelf to the imputation ofbcing aftt&ted 
by finifter motives, and having a view to unwarrantable ends? 
Such a reflection was not fo much an afperfion upon the' in¬ 
dividual as an imputation upon the Houfe. Leaving the/e 
general topics, I proceed to notice the expences incurred fince 
the opening of the Budget, and the means that have been pro- 
pofed for defraying them. 

“ With regard to the tax upon dogs, which has betfh fubfti- 
tutedirrftead of one on cottons,(I have little to remark. If the tax 
can produce 160,000!. a year, I have no objection to its taking 
effeCt. When I confider the nature of the Bill, however, 
which has been brought in, I am not very fanguine about the 
amount of the produce of the tax. One claufe, in particular, 
is ludicrous in the extreme ; I mean that which exempts any 
perfon from puniftiment who may be found killing, or convert¬ 
ing to his own ufe dogs who have not paid the tax. If, how¬ 


ever, the tax, in fpite of fuch ridiculous provifionsl^^he'BtH, 
lliall be found productive, I {hall be glad, thinking^^W do, 
that it is a fair and proper fource of revenue. I mu}HB|{fefs 
that I was not a little ftruck with the eftimates for unpro¬ 
vided fcrvices, which have occurred lincc the laft Widget. 
The additional extraordinaries of the army were eftimated at 


5$5>°ool. The demands for the Ordnance at 20^,0001. 
The expcnce of barracks at 267,0001. The deficiency of the 
Civil Lift, arifing from fums applied to fecret fervices, at 
loo,oool. And the eftimated deficiency of taxes at 
177,000k Amounting in all to 1,279,000!. When I con¬ 
fider the extent of thefe new demands, I cannot help reflect¬ 


ing upon the time of opening the budget laft year, and the 
circumftances which have fince taken place. In Februaiy 
1795 the Chancellor of the Exchequer received a loan Of un¬ 
paralleled extent. In September he was obliged to have re- 
courfe to new and unufual modes of railing money. Th De¬ 
cember he came forward with a Budget, in which he allured 
the Houfe and the country that he had made abundant prp- 
vifion for all the expences of the enfuing year. Since 
that time no unforefeen neceflities have arifen, no new de¬ 


mands have occurred to juftify the imposition of frefh bur¬ 
dens upon the people. He then calculated upon the hoftile 
. difpofition of the enemy, and the continuance of the war, 
neither of which are the difeoveries of yefterday, and there¬ 
fore cannot furnifli any apology for the exorbitant demands 
which he has this day made. He has this day boafted tn the 
committee that he not fhrtnkfrom a clear explanation of the 
.demands of the public fervice, to their full extent, and okumed 
Vot. IV. 1796. S aeon- 
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a cojifiderable (hare of credit for his ingcnuoufnefs, in coming 
forward and ftating all the provifions which the different ex¬ 
igencies of affairs in the courfc of the enfuing year may rc- 
.qttirc. The principle he approved, and the line of conduit 
he allowed to be proper. The principle however which was 
juft, at this day, was equally juft in December laft, and the 
mode of acting which was right in introducing the prefent 
budget, was equally right in opening the laft, whereas, on 
that occafion, he neither made any provifion for the extra- 
ordinaries of the army, nor for funding the navy d^bt. 

“ This brings me to the fubjeit of unfunded debt, and here 
the right honourable gentleman went into a large difeufiion 
upon the evils arifing from a great quantity of unfunded debt, 
as if he himfelf had not been the caufe of the evil of which he 
complained. His ftatement, however, upon this fubjcct, dif¬ 
fers widely from one with which 1 (hall trouble the com¬ 
mittee. After propofing to fund a certain proportion of navy 
debt, he/vould leave unfunded only 1,640,000b 7 ’his ftate- 
meii‘ at gets at bv calculating every year the extent of the 
d^Jat Lnd providing for a part which he deduces from the grofs 
amount; but the queftion is, whether or not the provifions 
have ar.fwered his expectation ? 1 have a very different ftate¬ 

ment to make. In 1794 there was funded about 1,500,000!. 
and 1705, i,6co,oc'.)l. and on the 31ft of December laft, 
there remained dne for navy fcrvicc 12,335000!. including 
10,350,0001. incurred in the courfc of the laft year. So 
that, though the taxes turned out as productive as was ex¬ 
pected, there would be left unprovided for, inftead of 1,640,00c! 
near 7,ooo,oool. This event, however, lefts upon the fup- 
pofition of the taxes an 1 we ring the miniftet’s expedition, 
which I muft confefs is, in my view, a luppofttion rather tco 
fanguine. Laft year the tax upon the ftock of wine in hand 
amounted to 32.0,000!. which reduced the net produce of the 
tax, exclufive of the ftock in hand, to 312,000!. In op- 
pofition to this ftatement he fets up, that rhe taxes have not 
yet exifted a complete year, and that the returns from which 
the eftimate was made muft be fhort of their real value. I 
muft however remind him, that it fome of the taxes did not 
take place till midfummer, others bad commenced in Feb¬ 
ruary, fo that, if he had only eight months of fome he had 
fourteen months of others. 

*» l muft confefs, that in my opinion, his expectations of 
the produce of the wine tax, are unwarrantably high. He 
thinks that as much wine will be confirmed as before. Upon 
tbe-£u#Mhy of wine which may be confirmed, every man is at 

liberty 
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liberty to fpecujate as he pleafes; but I think it would be ; an- 
reafonabie to reckon upon a greater revenue from the tax than 
was derived from it Jaft year, including the flock on hand ; 
the confequence of which would be, that a very fmall part of 
the debt would be provided for. The honourable gentleman 
alfo entered into a ftatement of the probable addition to the 
navy debt, in the courfe ot the enfuing year. I know not on 
what grounds he proceeded in this flatement, as they muft be 
eflentially different from thofe on which he was accuftomed to 
act in former yeais. Formerly he ufed to eftimate the pro¬ 
bable debt of the enfuing year, from the known amount of 
the debt of the preceding year, and in thei'e cafes the fa& 
always exceeded the eflimatc. How then cones he to efli- 

matc the navy debt of the next vear at only 4,000,cool, when 

* ^ * * 

the debt of Lilt amounted to 10,000,ooc. 1 admit that the pe¬ 


culiar circuruilances of laityear, might tend to hvellthe navy 
debt to an uncommon amount, but certainly thefi^dreum- 
iianecs never can authorife fuch a disproportion of the 
If the honourable gentleman hau fulfilled his bojtt to 
lic, and adted with that manlinefs and fairnefs, the credit of 


which he claimed, he fhould have provided intereft for at leaft 


14,000,000!. So that even now, after all we had heard of 


a fuperabundant provifion for expellees, fume ot which we 
were taught to believe had no exiftence, there was out-ftand- 
ing debts to a great amount, which ftill remained unprovided 
for, and for the exitting arrears in the civil hit, there are no 
means of providing but by applying thofe grants which have 
been made by parliament for other purpofes to their difeharge. 
instead, therefore, of the high and lofty tone that he hasaflumed, 
the miniftcr had come down praying for a bill of indemnity , 
for his errors, extravagance and mifeondud, he would have 
acied in a manner becoming his iituation. The army 1 know 
to be in arrear. The civil lilt is no lefs than five quarters in 
arrear; every department of the ftate has fettered from the 
mifixianagemcnt of its conductors, and now, when the chan¬ 
cellor of the exchequer has found himfelf compelled to make 
new demands, boalting as he has done, of having freely dif- 
clofcd the utmoll extent of the ftate neceflities; even now I 


fay, in this third budget, in the courfe of fourteen months, he 
has negle&ed to make pioviiion for acknowledged deficiencies. 

I therefore call upon this committee to go into an inquiry into 
the ftate of the finances; and if the honourable gentleman* • 
inftcad of fine fpeeches, will only furnifh me with a few pa¬ 
pers, I will pledge myfelf to fhew that, notwithftanding the : 
enormous loan of twenty-five millions which has been voted, 
he has not provided intereft for the out-(tending debt. Be- 

S 2 lore 
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fore I lit down, I mud advert to what he urged in allufioif, I 
fii^ppofe, to foinething that I advanced on a former evening, 
i*fpes$ing the probable amount of a peace eftablifhment, and 
which 1, am now prepared both to re-ftate and to defend. I 
the© eftimated the peace eftablilhment at l6,8oo,OOol. to 
^ioh, if you add the intereft of the capital of the debt con- 
teamed fince the war, amounting to 2,600,cool, one million 
fpr the intereft of unfunded debt, fome allowance for an in- 
. created half-pay lift, and the expence of barracks, together 
With 200,000!. which 1 fuppofe will always be continued as a 
fum for liquidating the debt, the peace eftablilhment cannot 
he,efumated at lefs than twenty-two millions. Now, let us 
confider, for a moment, the means that we have to fupport 
this eftablilhment. The net produce of the taxes, laft year, 
amounted to 15,7355876!. which, together with the land and 
malt, eftimated at about three millions, will make out a 
ftanding^.annual revenue of nineteen millions, ftill leaving 
a,cr a t f ool. a year to be provided for by annual permanent 
taf y Perhaps the honourable gentleman may objed to my 
takmg.the eftimate of the produce of the taxes from a year of 
war. But the objection is entirely without foundation, be- 
c&ufe, inftead of diminiihing, the war has rather tended to in- 
create the public revenue. At the clofe of the American war, 
the revenue did not rile by the operation of peace, but by the 
accumulation of taxes, fo that there is nothing either in hiftory 
or our own experience, that can warrant our fuppofing that 
the taxes will be more produ&ive on the return of peace, than 
they are at pretent. I have ftated thefe obfervations to the 
committee, not, as has been infinuated, to depreciate the ftate 
©four finances, or to give the enemy caute of exultation and 
triumph, but to induce the houfe, upon finding this admitted 
error prima facie in the ftatements and calculations of the 
chancellor of the exchequer, to iniiitute an enquiry into the 
fpbjefl:, that they may fee the real dangers attendant upon that 
fituation to which the country is reduced. I muft here.alfo 
deprecate all comparifon between the fituation of this country 
and that of France, as fuch compaiifon muft infallibly lead to 
error. Such comparifons have been the means of deluding the 
people of this country into a conteft which has been conduced 
without ability, and which the prefint minifters can never 
terminate with honour. I leave it entirely to the judgment of 
the houfe; but if they will go into a committee of enquiry, I 
pMge my felt to prove, that even now the demands of the 
aljjic exigences have been only partially ftated, and that.the 
fft of public debt, to a great amount, ihil remains unpro- 
[$d for.” 
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7 he Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe to reply; He fkid faff 
would trouble the houfe, if it would grant him indulgence, fift* 
the purpofe of making a few obfervations on thofe points urge# 
by the honourable member, which he conceived to be of the 
moft importance. Their calculations had differed materially^"' 
in the firft inftance the honourable gentleman aflerted that thtf 
navy debt incurred in 1795 amounted to near ten millions. 
In (lead of fuch increafe, he maintained that the Aim incurred’ 
for that period amounted only to fix millions j by this account 
the honourable gentleman was in error at le^ft three million^* 
for the in ter eft of which the Chancellor of the Exchequer i n filled' 
that provifion had been made. On the 31ft December 1791, 
the total navy debt was 2,300,0001. at the end of 1795 the 
debt amounted to twelve millions, this certainly made a dif¬ 
ference of near ten millions ^ut as it is impoffible. and abfiird, 
to fuppofe that the latter fum was incurred during: the year 

1795, A> far the blame imputed to him by the honourable' 
gentleman muft vanifh before the fad L The navy qBLkfer 

1796, he calculated at four millions; but the honom^Jp 
member, drawing his inferences from his own■ ftatementsj' 
aflumed to himfelf the fadt that it ought to be double that fufn'* 
that was a propofition to which he could not agree, though it 
were not pollible but there might be (ome variation in the navy 
debt, more or lei's, but not however to an amount as great as-* 
four millions. It had been aflerted that the kept back the ex- 
pcnces, beranfe he could not forefee the increafe of 150,000V 
which he maintained was the whole amount of the fum in dif-‘ 


pure; in the year 1795, however, he muft remind the houfe 
that many ciicumflances had occurred, not likely to occur in 
the prefent year; leaving out of the queftion the expences in¬ 
curred by the misfortunes encountered by the Weft India' 
fleet, there was to be added to the expenditures of the laft year, 
rheextraordinaiyand great expcnce occafioncd by the purchafl- 
ingand fitting out the I'aft India fhips, which made a powerful 
addition to our naval Itrength, but was an expence that would 
occur again in 1796. In addition to this, from the profpe& 
of the harveft, he had rcafon to hope that the article of victu¬ 
alling for the prefent, would be much lefs than it had been the- 
preceding year. The honourable gentleman had laid, thaf 
the new loan was for new fervices in the excels ofexpencesj 
it w'as plain however that only two millions and a half of the 
new loan was to he expended on additional (trvices. Five 
millions were to be laid out in funding, three and a half in- 
exchequer bills, and the remainder in tm* confolidared fund. 


Confcquently only two and a half was u-iven to new fefvices, 

: ‘ H?" 
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He had not counted on the lottery as an article of revenue, 
but he fubftituted taxes. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
proved by calculation that Mr. Grey was miftaken in his ar 
gument upon the produce of the taxes. The mode of arguing, 
wi%. that of comparing one quarter of the year with another, 
Was erroneous - 9 the hair powder tax, for inftance, was col; 
te$ed for the moft part in the firft quarter, while other taxes 
remained outftanding til near the dole of the year. 

He next called the atttention of the Houfe to the prohibition 
of the diftilleries, which occafioncd a falling off, on an ave¬ 
rage, of one-third of the duties, but this accidental defalcation 
would be retrieved, and the duties on the fair average of four 
years, previous to the laft year were in a progrellive ffate of 
improvement. The honourable gentleman was under an 
error, if he conceived he had ft a ten that the 500,0001. arifing 
from the Eaft India Company, bolides the 300,000!. arifing 
from th^<Lottery, was ample tor the increafcof the peace efta- 
blifet%its. We could not actually difeufs the future peace 
iihmcnts, which mud ncceftaiily depend on circum- 
irahees: there evidently, however, was one million to fpare 
to meet future expenccs, when that happy petiod took place. 
The honourable gentleman had taken the year 1788 as the 
probable ettabliihment, which, he took it, was a bad one to 
afeertain our futureeftabhihmenr. I he Houle, if they con- 
fidered the fcveral circumftances which he had fubmitted, 
though fiom the complexion of them, perhaps not fufEcient- 
ly in detail, would plainly fee that he hadftated resources, fuffi- 
cient to meet all future probable, or he might fay poiiible ex¬ 
igencies. When it thus appeared that there was one million 
to fpare which might go to the peace eftabhihmenr, fuppofing 
that happy period to take place in December 1796, and as he 
before ftated that there was befide 500,000!. unfunded navy 
debt* anti 300,000!. Lottery (which he did not mean toftate 
as part of thercfourccs,) it (hewed that the honourable gentle¬ 
man was inaccurate in his ftatements. 'The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer then entered into detail, to (hew that the hon. 
gentleman had much mifcalculated the probable peace efta* 
blifhmcnt, even upon his own principles ; and concluded by 
(hewing, that there were refourccs f’ufficient to anfwer all fu¬ 
ture demands which could be forcfecn. 

Mr. Fox fnid, helhould noton the prefent occafion trouble 
the committee much at length. He had no wifh to enter upon 
many of the points which had been touched upon by the right 
honourable gentleman oppofite to him, buraufc they had been 
foably and iully chicuffxi by his honourable friend: he could 

1 ' not > 
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not, however, help congratulating the Houfe on one circum- 
flance, which was, that, if they could believe the miniSter* 
they would always be in a prosperous ftate. They had beer* 
fluted to be in a happy condition when there was plenty of 
money in the kingdom ; they had been flatted alfo to be in a 
profperous flute when there was a fcarcity. Therefore we 
had this confolation, that whether there be a plenty or a fcar¬ 
city, wc had a mini (ter who allured us that either the one or 
the other was a proof of our h.ippinefs, a flamp of public pros¬ 
perity. We had full proof of this from the fpeeCh of the mi- 
nifter that night, compared with what he had faid on former 
occalions. That right honourable gentleman had obferved, 
that it vve looked at the balance of trade now, it was much 
m our favour. He laid alfo, that in considering the expence 
of the prefent war, we Should conclude it tube more expensive 
than'other wa; f , merely becaule more rnonev was expended; we 
Should coniider alio, that all the artiehs of life, the c«^jnp- 
tion of which mull: take up So great a part of the expel 

war, as well as the price of every flung for which money^P 
taken in exchange, was coniiderabiy higher than at any for¬ 
mer put tod. If this real'oning were correct, as certainly it 

was, it mull inf.t'iibly apHv to our imports, and our exports; 
and fomc j ill reiieclm.is might thence arife with regard to our 
exports to happen dom wh-t he expected he always entertained 
Joubts of the accuracy or uillncls of the conclusions of thehon. 
-cut. when he Hated them to the Houfe. He would aik, whether 
ur not our lubliJv U> the King of PmSIia, our loan to the Em- 
peror, nude any pat t of our exports r Did they, or did they 
not, make part or thole very exports on account of which **ve 
plumeourfclvcs fo highly? He did not know much on the 
fubjccl. lie knew nothing to the contrary of thefe making 
part o> cur exports. lie lufpecled they did. 

With regard to the general topics which the mimSter had 
brought forward that night, he rriuii oblervc that this was not 
the proper tunc to Jiicuis them. Nor was it the moft tit to 
tlileafs the merit of what had paflcJ between the executive go¬ 
vernment of this country .mi that ci the French republic. He 
with his honourable friend, and with him fhouid he be ready 
to deliver his opinion upon ;bar lubjeft, at the only time when 
that could K: regularly alked or him, and when his opinion 
*:ould be alone femceable to this countrv, if at ail, viz: the 
time when the whole of that fuhjeit fhould come fully and 
fairly before the Houfe. He believed the period was not far 
diftaat when that opportunity would occur; he was forry to 
obferve, however* that what the irdniiter had advanced upon 

that 
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•that fubjedi was not confoling, for while our burden* were 
.tapidly increafing, our hopes of a fpeedy conclusion' to the 
catife of that incieafe were very much diminifhed; this, how- 
’Cver, was alfo atopic for general difeuftion. 

With regard to taxes, he was ready to fay he agreed with 
^the minifter as to the principle of the wine tax, that an addi- 
-tion of a round fum would not be more burdenfotrte to the 
public at large than a fraction would be ; he agreed alfo with 
•his honourable friend upon this fubjedf, that it was not likely 
-to be fo produ£tive as the minifter had eftimated it. As it 
was, however, a matter of conjecture rather than any thing 
elfe, he did not wifh to fay much upon that fubjedi: at prefent. 
'He thought the minifter had ftated the difference between him 
and his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) pretty plainly. The dif¬ 
ference between them was not five millions but three millions. 
He nev-Tfhelel's thought that the difference between them upon 
the^Miputation of imereft, was more than the minifter {fated 
Confcious that his authority and the authority of 
Others on the fame fide of the Houfe, were likely to be lefs at¬ 
tended to in that Houfe, than the authority of the minifter, 
-lie wifhed his honourable friends to be cautious as to what they 
advanced upon firch ful>je£ts as related to finance, and lie 
would be fo himfelf. In fadt they generally were fo, they 
founded their obfervations chiefly on the experience of fadts, 
while the minifter for the moft part took computations on 
expedition. He told the Houle what was adfxally to happen. 
Whereas, he and his honourable friends only prefumed to 
conjediure what was likely to happen from what they knew 
'•hid happened. Thus his honourable friend had conjedlured 
what the produce of the taxes would be by knowing what they 
had been, and then he had confidered how much would be 
applicable to the payment of the prefent loan after providing 
in the ufual way for the finking fund. The minifter was 
plea fed to go into a calculation of the committees who had 
confidered and made their report on the finances and expen¬ 
diture of this country. His honourable friend had doneother- 
wife, he had taken experience for his guide upon this fubjedi. 
-He certainly was not wrong in the courfe he took, fince be¬ 
fore the^calculation of the firft committee came to be realifed, 
another committee was formed, who differed from the firft. 
A third might have differed from the fecond, had a third been 
appointed, and therefore his hon. friend was right ItV the 
courfe he took. Why did his honourable friend take the 

S rar 1788 for his ftandard. Becaufe it was the medium year. 

ut the minifter faid this was an extraordinary peace efta- 
blifhment. Was it not Jikely that fuch an extraordinary 

peace 
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peace eftabli foment would happen again ? He v, f ou!c}./jfo j 
that his honourable friend took a fair { -“2 CC cftibliihmcitr, 
when he took the year 1788. It was taken a?; the Ave¬ 
rage of four years, after fix years peace. He fhoulT be 
glad to know what reafon we had to expe& fuch a long in¬ 
terval of peace. God knew he wifhed it; but he could not 
cherifh any hopes of enjoying it for any very long period of 
time, efpeciallv under the fyltein which our government at 
prefent purfued. Therefore his honourable friend was ri^ht 
in taking the year 1788 for his calculations and obfervations. 
Had he taken 1789 or 1790, the cafe would have appeared 
ftill more unfavourable on our part. Gonfjquentiy his ho¬ 
nourable friend had taken the fubjeet ns a man of his good 
fcnfe mult be expected to take it, upon facts as he found them, 
not upon the opinions of any committee, for the one of them 
had differed horn the other, and for aught he krlwr, a third 
might differ from the fecond committee, as mueh^^he fe- 
cond did from the firft. Hi^ honourable fiend 
the moderation which he obferved on a former nieht^^grf 
he moved for a committee to inquire into thi*. fubjecl. What 
he h:vd ft a ted to-night was founded on vvh.it he dated then. 
It was founded upon experience. Was there then a man in 
the Houle who would fay, that »h * oeice eftabliflinjen' would 
be as low as the miniiler ha. 1 ir that day r What did 
his honourable fnend ftate the pe.ice rftabb/hnent of this 
country to been a former night, fuppofmg no further expence 

to be incurred—Twenty-two millions if? would not ftate 

* 

it to be fo at this time *, for by the vote about to be propofed, 
they were called upon to add to the public revenue bv adding 
to the public burden; and therefore his honourable friend 
would make an allowance fur uh.it was that i.cht to be 
voted, when he again talked of the deficiency of cne public 
income as compared with the public expenditure. He might 
poflibly be afkeJ, whether the meafure about to be propofed 
by the miniiler was applauded ? He would Ly he agreed to 
this meafure of the minifter, and was only in doubt whether 
brought not to go further. What had his honourable friend 
(Mr* Greyjdone, when he moved fora committee to inquire 
into thefe points r He had ftated the effect which toe minif- 
ter’s then lyftern had and muft have on the credit of the 
nation. He called on the Houfe to perform its duty by in- 
ftituting an inquiry into the fubject, as he then foretold what 
the miniiler himfelf had proved that night.*—(Here the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer (aid A$.)—“No!” faid Mr. Fox, 
|f I fay it certainly was fo.” Indeed it was nut then anfwered. 
Vat. IV. 1796. T There 



S3t WOODFAU/6 PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Common 

{herewcre many parts of his hon. friend’s fpeecb that were 
fcotinfwered. It was true his honourable friend did not call 
Rtf a new loan, becaufe the Houfe were not ready for that, 
.but he told them there was a large debt to be provided for, 
prfd that had been verified this night. It was true he was 
told then fomeihing like what had been hinted at this day, 
-piz, that he was endeavouring to depreciate the finances of 
die country, when in fadt he was not doing fo, for it was not 
depreciating the finances of a country to call on a branch of 
the legislature to attend to them. He was therefore only call-, 
■fug on that Houfe to do its duty. The minifter faid the ftate- 
fnent then made by his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) was 
not now the expenditure of this country. This was, what 
he always defpifed, a mere quarrelling with words. This 
jweuid not now be the expenditure of the country it was 
true. Why ? Becaufe by the vote of this night feme part of 
that e xy-^ tditure was to be defrayed, for which purpote taxes 
are impofed upon the public. This was a new burden 
Wth*-- public. This the Chancellor of the Exchequer laid 
was not a new neceffity. True it was not a new neceffity. 
But it was a new difeovery of the minifler, or rather it was 
an avowal of what the minifter knew and felt long ago muft 
pome on the public, which he did not wifh to infoim the pub¬ 
lic of fooner. If the public were called upon, as certainly they 
were that day, to defray fix per cent , inltead of three and an 
half, was not that calling on them to bear two and an half 
per tent, new burden ? The minifter might indeed fay, it was 
not new to him, it was only a new difeovery, a new avowal, 
or new convidiion of his. A part that he did not chufe to 
^ate before the public or to the Houfe of Commons, He 
was now difpofed to ftate the fadi a little more fully than be¬ 
fore. He would fay, therefore, that if the Houfe of Com- 
pions had done its duty before, tins bufinefs would have been 
manifefted to the public long ago. If it be true they muft 
go into the fubjedf now', why did they not go into it before ? 
Why did they wait until the king’s minifter was convinced 
the neceffity of that which he fays he now fees, and who 
Rems to fee a little later than others upon this fubjedb, for he 
had only feemed to fee this neceffity now, whereas be bad, 
as well as the Houfe, been told of it long ago ? 

,, He had heard, Mr. Fox faid, fome things upon French 
imance that night, which he did not think very rational. He 
bad heaid a good deal faid of the mandats of that country, itt 
.depreciation of them. He had heard of the depreciation 
ygf ‘ affignats, that they were at a diicount of eighty- 

two 





April i8.] WOODF ALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. (39 

two per cent, and now mandats were fatd to be fome 
about the feme condition, or perhaps at eighty+i 
pgr cent . difcount. That French finances have long 
and now are fo deplorable, that no other can be cool* 
pared to them, he was ready to admit. But he could not 
forget, that year after year this country had been perfuaded 
to go from peace, wealth, profperity, and fecurity, into war, 
adverfity, and danger, upon account of theftate of theFtench 
affignats, as they were ft ate d to be from time to time. Thefts 
affignats, whatever might have been their ftate at fome firmer 
period, were now annihilated. So may their Mandats,-and 
fomething elfe may fucceed them of which we can know «d*» 
thing. He (hould therefore hold to the Houfe a leffon of 
caution upon this fuhjeft; they were no nearer the conqueft 
of the French than when they were ifiling thefe affignats 
which were at this time annihilated. Being d^uded once, 
the Houfe fhould take care that they were not delui 
atlcaft by the fame artifice. Let them afk what a 
been the fituation of this country, if they had not 
the depreciation of thefe affignats ? When h landers 
land were not in pofieffion of the French, what would hatfe 
been the difficulty of making peace with the French, com** 
pared with the difficulty which we feel at prefent ? Let us 
not, therefore, be deluded in the fame way as we had been 
deluded already upon affignats. Let us not be dupes to the 
lame impofture, and that from the fame impoftors, and from 
whom we had fu fie red fo fevcrcly already, and that the more 
efpecially when we find that the minifier has involved us in 
a fituation fo intricate, that he cannot guefs at the opening 
of a budget, within (even millions and a half how much hfc 
fhall have occafion to call upon us for in the courfe of one 
feffion of parliament. Thefe were the fafts, and fuch was 
the melancholy experience which we had before us j and they 
were verified by the proceedings of this day, not by argu¬ 
ment, but by what was much more forcible, a chain of events ; 
fa£ts and melancholy experience, and for which we are now 
fuffering. He hoped, therefore, this would have fome efirft 
upon the Houfe. They were now however told that, with 
refpedt to the condition of the French mandats, we had the 
opinion of the French directory itfelf. This had not the ad«- 
vantage of being new, or if new, it was only fo in name j the 
term Directory was new, but the fubftance of the argument 
had fufficicmly deluded the Houfe and the public already, 
under the head of affignats. Much vehemence of language 
had been employed upon former occasions, to {hew to that 
‘Houfe the delpcratc fituation of the French finances. They 

T 2 had 
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bad been told then fometbing like what they had heard to" 

Hear what the French fay themfelvcs, and fee 
whether they are not in their laft agony.” They had been 
told, with a diflin&ncfs which was not very common in me¬ 
taphorical language, “That the French were not on the 
/yprgc, but in the gulph of bankrupty.” God forbid we 
.iaould fight a country under the hope, and no other, that fuch 
jt,'country was in the gulph of bankruptcy. Nothing could 
be got from fuch a conteft. By fuch folly we had added to 
the capital .of our enormous debt, from thirty to forty millions 
ap the courfe.of a little more than a year. It was a dreadful 
burden on the people in any cafe j what mull it be in fuch a 
cafe as this ? 

s % A 

.; The cafe was a remarkable one, and ought to create in the 
Houfe fome diftruft and diffidence in the aflertions of minif- 


mui 


one 


} than be faid he had occafion for when he broughtfor- 
v£ud the public expenditure of the country. He conftdered 
the obfervations on the mandats of the French that night, as 
exactly of the fame delufive nature with thofc that were made 
fome time ago upon French ailignats, as evidence of the 
fpcedy tiefl ruction of the fyftem of the French Republic. Art 
argument which had coft this country lb much, and by which 
it had been fo fatally deluded, that no man who wifhed it web 
could look at it without fhuddering. 

He was led in his view of the minifter’s fbeech to an im¬ 
portant event, and which gave him great plcalure. It \va> 
matter of congratulation to every good man in this country. 
He meant the late i eduction of the price of corn. It was 
matter of general joy. Let them not, however, think, that 
the reduction of the price reitored the people to all their com¬ 
forts, fuch as they enjoyed before this war.. The price of 
com was fliil molt dreadfully high. Engiifh wheat, he under— 
flood to be that day from four pounds to four guineas a 
quarter. Though that was a price comparatively low with, 
reference to what it had lately been, it was a tremendous, 
price ftiil, and luch as afforded us no reafon to think that the 
poor were not likely to feel great diftrefs. We fhould alio 
conlidcr the price of other articles of food, particularly of 
meat. When we did fo, we fhould find that the fituation of 
the mafs of the wot king parr of the community was deplora* 
Use;. In was fuch in truth, as to put an end to that noble in- 
ipfkudence which once conflituteJ the boaft of the Engiifh 

labourer* 
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labourer, who was now obliged in a great meafure to rely Oft" 
the bounty of thofc of a higher rank of life, for the lupporttftfe 
himfelf and his family... Thus it was that the real vigour#' 
the Englilh nation would, be deftroyed, ^This was a point 
which called for the lerious attention of the Houfe. 

With refpeft to the terms of the loan which the miniftcr* 
had opened to the Houfe, he did not chufe to fay much. The 
right honourable gentleman was under a difficulty in that 
particular. They had heard him fay much in praileof a loan 
by open competition. That right honourable gentleman 
either was ignorant of the real fituation of this country, when 

W 4 r 

he made the hft loan but one, or elfe he did it with his eyes 
open, and only endeavoured to impofe upon the public, byirn- 
pofing upon the Houil* of Commons—becaufe in defiance of 
his own principle he made that loan without competition. So 
he did the lait. S >, indeed, with all his a deeded attachment to 
open competition, he had done moll cf his loans oblate, as 
not one-fourth of the money he had borrowed this^^diad 
been borrowed upon his plan of open competition. 
entered into fome calculations on the rerms, and maintaufflS, 
that the miniftcr did not ftate to the Houfe the money which 
the public loft on the difeount on exchequer bills when this 
loan was agreed upon ; in reality, the whole of that difeount 
was a lofs to the public, let the holders of fuch Bills be who 
they might. This he proved, bv placing the objects in various 
points of view. 

Another poiir, whLh he mud fake notice of, Mr. Fox faid, 
was the arrears which government were under to various 
branches of the public fervice. He underftood that even in 
the fmalleft petitions government were in arrear. F.ven the 
milerablc pittance which was allowed to the miferable French 
emigrants, who cxifted from day to day upon that pittance, 
and whom we had fo lcundaloufty deluded, was not pun&u- 
ally paid. He underftood that this paltry allowance had been 
lately withheld. lie was fo informed, he did not infift that- 
his information was authentic. It was eafy to refute it if his 
information was eironeous. Had there not been delay in the 
payment of the army ? Delay in the payment of the ltaff, as 
he had ft.itcd in that Houle on a former occdion, and on 
which he had made fome remarks which had never been fairly, 
cr at, all anfwered ? Delay in all the other branches of the 
public accounts, and in which payment ought to have taken 
place long ago ? Did not parliament pals a Bill for the pay 
and duathiug of the militia ; and wui there not a day appointed 
in the Bill for tli.it pay and doathing, onpurpole that 


no delay 
fhouid 
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ibowW take place ? And did not minifters fet the provifion of 
<the act at defiance, and pay at their lea fare and convenience ? 
Thefe things he hoped would be inquired into hereafter, He 
HtPqid alk whether that Houfe would not have better dif- 
ch.arged their duty if they had agreed to the motion of his 
honourable friend for an inquiry into thefe things, inftead of 
yefufing that inquiry ? He fliould indeed not only have agreed 
jfo that motion, but fhould alfo have returned thanks to bis 
. light hononourahle friend for moving it. But now we found 
that nothing was to be done until the clamour of individuals 
became fo great, the minifter found it inconvenient to pafs it 
by in filence. The conduct of the Bank, he underftood, had 
been very laudable upon the fubject of our prefent pecuniary 
embarrafiment. He would not fay much on the infinuation 
of money being more plenty fgmc time fince than it was at 
prefent. Jlhat was a fubjedt which was likely foon to occur 
again,,/fJu upon which it was not necefl’ary to urge many 
yr^fnts. On the opening of the budget before Chriltmas, 
;.got one omifiion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
s?U of which he was reminded by the fpcech of the right 
honourable gentlemen that night. It reminded him alfo of 
what an honourable friend of his had faid to him upon that 
budget: That they had not heard the ufual floutifh on the 
courfe of exchange. The right honourable gentleman 
came forward with an account of the courle of exchange 
being in our favour, that having returned to its natural channel. 
If the fcartity of money had been owing to the quantity of 
money going out of this country, that would reduce the courfe 
©f exchange, of which the right honourable gentleman had 
boafied. He wifhed the right honourable gentleman to make 
©Wtajl he prom i fed to the public, and therefore he wifhed him 
ikje to promife too much, bccaule, if he was often faithlefs to 
promifir, the public would think that the more fplendid hrs 
protnifes were, the more likely it was that he only made them 
to deceive. The right honourable gentleman in the courfe 
of his calculations that, night, had confidered himfelf entitled 
to.grcat credit for taking the thice years of war as a ftandard 
©four income in time of peace. He admitted indeed that it 
was probable; our commerce would increafe in time of peace, 
and he hoped it would do fo fpeedily and abundantly; he was 
perfectly furc, however, that it would not do fo in the courfe 
of the hi ft two or three years. Had it done fo in the war 
which commenced in the year 1756 and ended in 1763? 
^Kccifeiy the reverie. The years 17^3 and 1764 did not in- 
fisti&i': in commerce on 1761 and 17O2. Nor did the years 
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1783 and 1784 increafe in commerce on 1781 and 178^ 
Indeed it was perfectly clear, that war itfclf, from v'aripti* 
reafons, tended to increafe of exportation, and to increafe for 
a while oor manufactories, although it tended ultimately to 
deftroy both, together with every thing eife that was valuable 
.in X country. This was evidently the cafe in former wars; 
and therefore the right honourable gentleman’s calculation 
upon that fubjed was fallacious in the ufe which he attempted 
to maice of it. Another obfervation fuggefts itfclf, which 
was, that this mode of calculation was erroneous* in anotjjfetf 
view: all the caufes which made war increafe our export*, 
applied to this war more than any other, as the expence of it 
was more fimple. Was that all? No. We had not only 
added thirty millions to our debt in the courfc of the year, but 
the taxes bore a greater proportion to ih 1 value of ^11 the arti¬ 
cles taxed, than they had ever done before; he d^Lnot fee, 
therefore, ardently as he wilhed for peace, for the the 

wealth of the Country, and even for the liability ofit* ^flo¬ 
tation and thehappinefs of the People, that that peace 
inftantly increafe the revenue, although ultimately he knew it 
would. This was therefore a ferious bufinefs, fince cruelly as 
the people of this Country were taxed, they mull be taxed ftill 
more cruelly if the Government was to be hipported. Having 
pointed out what he conlidcrcd as delufions, which were held 
out year after year, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Fox concluded with nbferving that the public had a right to, 
know what it was they were contending for, and what the real 
cvpence of that contention was, inflead of both being, as hi¬ 
therto they had been, enveloped in darknefs. 

The Cljancdht cf lie Exchequer faid, he was ferry to be 
obliged to trouble the committee fo often, and ftill to repeat, 
what he had faid before. Gentlemen feemed to dwell much 
upon the idea that they were voting fevcii millions and a half 
for new fcrviccs, which really was not the cafe, as he explain¬ 
ed in his former fpeech, and muft contradict as often as it was 
ftated. With regaid to the Bank being fo much in advance 
Upon the Navy debt and the Exchequer Bills, gentlemen ought 
to recoiled that there was nothing fo new in it; and he would 
refer to the year 1783, when the right honourable gentleman 
was in oilier, the amount then was upwards of eleven milli¬ 
ons. The Chancellor of the Exchequer again frankly eon- 
fefted that the cxpcnces of the war had not a little contributed 
to the prefant fcarcity of money, but he faid, it did nut fo'.ely 
arife from the expenses, but from many other collateral cir- 
cumflaticcs, and be thought it unfair, that without taking into 

con • 
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' confideration the other caufes to which it might be afcribed, 
$tir whole attention was fingly dire died to the gloomy fide of 
- of the" tjffeftion. Neither was it remembered that the Auftrian 
loan Was not paid in money, but in Bills of Exchangr, a cir- 
iumftance which, with refpcdb to the influx and efflux offge- 
■'tie, fhonid he jufrly taken into account; it was alfo proper - 
-to obferve, that in effimating the condition of the revenue, 
'the Cuftom- Houfc, in general, gave lather an inferior and 
impcrfedlaccount, than a fwelled and exaggerated ftatement. 
Nor was-the prefent fhte of trade more fairly ftated; if articles 
efdonfumption were row dearer, it fhou’.l not be forgotten 
that articles of export were dea.rr alfo. He agreed with the 
right honoutable g.'-nrlemcn th-t the revniut* could not be 
^xpedled to increafe very ma f c-:i:’l!y immediately on the refto- 
ration of pjv.ee, nlthi.ugh there cor'd be no doubt of a very 
great in^-rdb' being the event,rt! conlequencc ot an honoura¬ 
ble • M^'crmattenr peace, when fuch could be obtained. How- 
following the right lion, gentleman in that part of 
argument he conk! not help thinking that his opinions 
were altered very confiderably. When the war commenced, 
the ris-ht honourable gentleman told the he ufe that inevitable 

o c 

deftruclion, and total 1 uin mult fall upon out trade, commerce 
and manufactures, if war was carried on ; and now it appeal¬ 
ed that if we had peace to-morrow our icvenue would not be 
increafed. As the right honourable gentleman feerned to think 
that war was the parent of commerce and induftry, fo the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman held different opinions at different times, 
juft as it beft fuited their arguments forthe day. For his part if a 
fafe, honourable, and permanent peace was reftored to the 
country, he fhpuld look with fanguinc hopes to a great in¬ 
creafe of the revenue. An honourable gentleman oppofite had 
ftated the peace eftablifhment at twenty-two millions ; he 
ftated that it could not, from any probable conjecture that he 
could calculate, exceed twenty-one. He could haidly admit 
the argument icfpefting the annihilation of aflignats and the 
iffuing of mandats in France being carried fo far as the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had urged it. This laft mcafure appeared 
their only one rcfourcc left, and lliefc mandats muff be taken 
at par. This iffue took place in March, and in April they 
had fallen to one-twelfth of the value; he would then afk 
gentlemen if a greater contraft than this between the rcfources 
of this country and that could he exhibited ? He had never 
accrued any member of that houfe of wifhing by his arguments 
to depreciate the icfuurces of thk country in the eyes of the 
enemy, though there 'Were f’ome points at ili’uc, on fubjefls of 

finance. 
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•finance,*between them. He afcribed to no honourable genjfc^f 
‘min improper motives, and he was happy to think that the 
folidfty and extent of the refources of this Country were fq 
eftablUhed in the opinions and knowledge of all Europe, as to 
kqve it undifputed. He could fay fo much for the opinions 
circulated without doors. There certainly were thofe who 
anxioufly and induftiioufly circulated mifreprefentations of pur 
relourccs, and pointedly and precifely meant to depreciate fho 
credit of the country and the conduct of government. • This 
could not be denied, when they knew that in more than onrof 
the public newfpspers, for a length of time, miftatements awl 
mifreprefentations of our finances and refources, as well as ex? 
aggerations of the difficulties we had to contend with, were 
daily held forth in the broadeft point of view, and certainly 
for no other purpofe than mifehief. He never co|jd fuppofe 
that any member of parliament had the leaft correfpoMwice or 
connexion with fuch conduct, but fuch it had been, anoHtt* 
came therefore his duty, by a fair and full detail of fai^^ro 
counteract the baneful effects of thofe liceutious mifreprefentaw 
tions. With regard to the papers which gentlemen wifhed to 
move for, he would wait to hear what they had to fay when 
thole papers'were produced; but by fo faying he thought himfelf 
noways bound to go into an enquiry. They might call, for 
he would proinife difeuffion. As to the arrears, they could 
not be ftated as a charge againft the public, the votes already 
palled would fufficiently cover all demands under that head. 

Mr. Fax laid, he rofe to correct the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman in one remark, which he had given as his, although he 
never had ufed the words, or could poffibly entertain the fen- 
tfment. He had never faid that war w^is the parent of com¬ 


merce. What he did fay was, that when the expenditure of 
fifty millions took place, in confequence of the exiftencc of > 
war, a great part of the money ifiucd muft revert, by different 
modes, back to the exchequer, and thereby in one fliape in- 
erenfe the revenue, though it was an increafe of no real advan¬ 
tage to the nation. In this point of view, therefore, a peace 
muft reduce the revenuce; and this was not merely theory, 
but founded on faffs and expci ience, fupported by what was 
known to be the ftate of the revenue at the conclufion of the 


two laft wars. He faid, with regard to exports, it was na-, 
tural to fippafe that in war time the merchants over-rated 
them, and the cuftom-houie knowing that, ftated them at 
lefs vaftre, 

*fbe Chancellor of tht Exchequer had forgotten one thing, 
Vox.. IV. 1796. U which 
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which he wifhed to ftate—-it bad been obferved that to the 
tonus on the loan ought to be added the difeount on the ex¬ 
chequer bills, which were to be taken in part of payment* 
ffc. piuft fay that this was a very fmall part indeed, and was 
mf 14' the hands of the contrazors; 500,000b of them were 
bow in the bands of the bank, and it was not to be fuppofcd, 
after the terms of the loan were known, that they would dif- 
pole of them under par. 

Mr> Alderman Ntwnham faid, he did not rife to oppote any 
part of the right honourable gentleman's fpeech, which he 
ijiought did great credit to himfelf and to the nation: what 
be meant was, to make fome observations upon the loan, 
though not upon the terms of it. It was to all intents and 
purpofes, and contrary to the approved fyftem, a Shut-up 
and dofeUdn; and competition, to his knowledge, had been 
offeredjff fifteen or Sixteen refpe&able houfes in the city, and 
d v&ffiA received no anfwer nor any reafon why their offers 
not attended to. Meffrs. Boyd and Benfield feemed to 
fllve a fort of claim from the terms of the former loan; but, 
yrhile they infilled on this claim for themfelves, they denied it 
toothers who had been fubferibers to the former loan; thus 


refilling, to perfons equally entitled, what they claimed to 
themfelves. He again faid, that it was not the terms he found 
fault with, but the monopoly that was eftablifhed contrary to 
thefyflero of fair and open competition, and producing incon- 
' veniencies to many. He wiflied to know how long this was 
' to laft, and why this exclufive right to all government loans 
’■yyas rnVefted in the prefent contractors ? 

, She Chancellor of the Exchequer regretted that the manner 
in which the loan was made had given any offence, and Hated 
the natureof the agreement which had been entered into with 
1 McfTrs. Boyd, Benfield and Co. in December la ft, by which he 
was tied up from making any additional Joan til) all the pay- 
i! ifients were completed on that loan, and that more money 
■’ being found nfccflary before that time expired than it was then 
expected would be wanted, he had no alternative but to clofe 
with the prefent conrradlors, xvhilft at the fame time he hoped 
that the monied men in the city would become iudiredily 
fharers in it. The prefent loan, as to the terms of it, was 
one of the few with regard to which he was die lefs forry at 
having departed from the fyftem of competition, iuafmuch as 
there was no other fet of men who bad left inducement from 
'die fciip which they held, to raife the terms of this than 
’■'Ibp prefent contractors and, whilfl be, avowed the purity of 
,f ‘ ’ J •' ■■ bis 
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his motives, the Chancellor of the Exchequer exp refled his 
■ perfuafion, that the terms of the loan would be found favour¬ 
able, under the exifting circumftaoces of the country. > 

Mr. Grey approved of what had fallen from the worthy 
alderman j and, to ufe a falhionaWe phrafe, he ihould like to 
know when the Loan Leviathan was to be fatisfied, or how 
long he was to have loans on his own terms ? Mimflers 
feemed anx ous to accumulate all thar pecuniary favours. 
He had alio rcafon to fufpclt, tut before the expiratioo of the 
term now mentioned, another loan would become neceifojry, 
and that the mmiller would be again compelled to apply to his 
friends Meflrs. Boyd and Co. H r repeated the difference be¬ 
tween the right honourable gen tit man and him, on the 
amount of the peace tftabhflimcnt, he navy debt, and the 
nufapplican-on of money, contending, that ftatements 
were eltablubed by fa£ts, a id the ri^hr honourltk gentle¬ 
man’s only rtfled on fpecu'ation. He infifled, tnkLwhcn 
money was voted by pai lament for any fpecifled pu^Bijfe it 
was a grofs violation of law to appropriatert to any othe^md 
a charge agamft any perfon, be he whom he may, that ought 
to be made the fubjedi of an impeachmen. There were one 
or two points on which he exepe&ed to have received, and 
the committee had a right to have fome fet.sfa&ory anfwers. 
No notice had that night been taken of what bad pafled on a 
former occafion refpeding the difference tn the accounts re-* 
fpedting barracks ? He wifhed likewife to know pofitively 
whether there was to be a loan of three millions to the em¬ 
peror, bccauic in the event, he would move for a call of the 
houlc; and JalUy, if three millions of navy debt was to be 
funded, was ihe the lift vote of credit for three millions of 
exchequer bil's to be recalled 01 not i 

Mr. Stale hid, that in coiifcqucnce of what had palled on a 
former night, he applied to the Barack Matter General, who 
had given this < xpunution; that about 24.3,000!. had been 
expended for barracks in Great Britain, 04,000!. for the 
{Hands of Jcricy and Gutrnlcy, and the ftwtnouiand pounds 
remaining for various articles that could not pioperiy be 
cUiTed undei any of the dcfcnption, in the account. 

Mr. Gny complained of inaccuracy in the account, and 
Mr. Steele explained. 

Mr. Shcttdan begged the attention of the committee but for 
Only a few minutes, declaring that he would not enter at i^rge 
np the various topics that had been brougnt under conlideration. 
He would full oblervc, that th-com, hint of roomed men, at 
out being permitted to conti ibute their ilure to relieve the 

U 2 neceflines 
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neceffities of the ftate, was a fufficient proof of the flourifhing 
condition of our refources, and left no neceffity for eloquence 
to declaim on the contraft between our fituation, and that of 
' the enemy. They were obliged to have rccourfe to violence 
to extort a forced loan, while monied gentlemen among us, 
with the generous impulfe of patriotic magnanimity, were 
rivalling the Roman Curtius, and vying with each other who 
ffaould firft plunge into the unfathomable gulph nt the Sinkmg 
Fund, Mr. Sheridan reminded the committee of the rea- 
fopmgS he had on former orcafions urged on the fubp-dt of 
finance j the honourable gentleman however had always the 
vidlory 6f numbeis uith him, though he might re:e; him m.d 
thecommittee to thefe recorded opinions to whieh he is now 
at length obliged ro come over. AU declaration fhould be 
laittefide Qf/ihe ful-|eci; becaufe on a peace, not merely a 
furplus jpii‘ion, not onlv two millions and a half, but for 
fttfpli thiee millions of new taxes will be necdlary ; and 
‘■Vof the ufual peace eftablilhment of fcventcen millions, 
h#£buld prove, i id not the latent?"' of the hour prevent him, 
that Our future peace eftahlifhment would amount to no left 
afum than twenty-three million-;. 

General Smith contended, that the Eaft India Company 
Would not be able to pay its part of 500,000!. He then ad¬ 
verted to the prefent ftate of our pofleffioiis in that country, 
and hinted, that a lpiiitof rhftonter.t and difobedimee had 
been generated in the army there by our late regulations, and 
the report that had gone abroad of our intending to fend 
out an army to enforce their acquiefecrtce. 

■ vMr. Setretary Dundas laid, that when Eaft India finances 
came under difeuffion, the honourable general would have a 
fair opportunity of ftating the inability under which he fup- 
jjofed the Eaft India Company to labour. As to the other in- 
Jilidations thrown out by him rcfpecting the difpofition of the 
apmy in that country, they were wholly ungioundcd, and he 
Cfttrld notbut confider them as a libel on tnofe officers whole 
fervices the honourable general had fo often fpoken of in 
terms of the higheft approbation. 

General Smith explained, and vindicated himfelf from the 
imputation of libelling the Eaft India officers and armv, 
whole honour and intertills, on the contrary, he faidheihould 
ever be proud to protect. 

The refutations were then put and agreed to without a 
divifion, and the report ordered to be received to-morow. 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE 
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Several Bills were received from the Commons. * is 
The order of the day being read for the Houle to go into 
a committee on the Legacy Tax Bill, 

’] he jE arl cf Lauderdale faid, that having already oppofcd 
the principle of the Bill, it would not be thought that he 
meant to go into any examination of the claufes. To thole 
noble lards who vriihed that the Bill fhould pafs, he had only. 
>0 lay, that he could fee much to amend in it; whenever it-:- 
came to the third reading he would again trouble their lord* 
ihips with his objetSlions to the Bill. The Bill then went 
through rhe committee, and was ordered to be read a third 
time on Thurfday the nineteenth inilant, and tfe^ords or** 
dcred to be fummoned: 

The Marquis of Landfds-wne faid, that more than 
ago he had moved for papers which had not yet been^ni*. 
duced, although no objection had been flared in that HoSfc * 
He knew many of the gentlemen high in tne offices from ? 
which they ought to come, and knew them to be men of great .. 
refpe£lability and fit for their fituatiuns, particularly Mr, 
Irwin the. lnfprctor General of the Cuftoms, a more able Or > 
a more intelligent and induitrious officer did not exift; her 
could not fuppofe the blatne of delay to lie with that gentle-i 
man or other officers, and therefore he was at alofs to accounts 
for the delay ; he had no inclination to blame minifters, be* r 
caufc, in tbe prefent ftate of alarm that the country felt oa t 
the fubje& of finance, he.was fure they wifhed to give every 
information in their power. He only faid thus much, be*; 
caufe it was now late in the feffion, and full boufes could not 
be expefled. 

Lord Grenville faid, that as the papers in queftion did not 
come from any office in his department, he could not account 
for the delays but he fhould certainly make inquiry, and do- 
what he could to accelerate the produ&ictn of thofe papers. V 
The Earl of Lauderdale moved for an account of all Bills 
drawn upon the Treafury in the month of December la ft, by 
whom drawn and accepted, and when payable. Ordered. 
Adjouuied. 
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Tuesday, April 19. 

The MHlcr’s Bril was read a third time and palled. 

BARRACKS 
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- BARRACKS. 

Mc^prry rofe, to aflc fome explanation from the pay-matter 
of the forces (Mr. Steele), refusing the expences of tem- 
yp^rary barracks. He found it 'bated that 314,600!. had been 
•fjiplied entirely to this expenditure in Great Britain, Guern- 
and J<*rfey. And yet he fdvtr a fort of diftih£tioh drawn 
In the accounts between barracks and temporary barrack r. 
“He found the eftimates of Guerhfey and Jerfey put at 64,060!. 
end agreeable to the fort of diftin&ion alluded to, only about 
-cppOI. bad been ftated as the expences of temporary barracks. 
In thc fartie way in England out of 250,000!. expended, he 
Soniy found 9,500). put under the head of temporary barracks. 
'The excels mull therefore have gone in fupport of permanent 
barracks. He find, he could not reft fatisfied with the official 
* Returns wft'e to the Home—48,0001. bad been fubmitted on 
JPebinuafR^iaft as the extra expences from June 1792 to De- 

i and afterwards an account was brought for- 
;T-amounting to 243,060!. as the actual extra expences of 

& 5 * 

Mr, Stale replied, that out of 314,00c!. given in eftimatCs, 
946,000!. had been expended in temporary barracks in Kng- 
|ao4, together with 4000I. of contingent expences. In 
“Guernfry and Jerfey, for the fame article, 64,0001. amount- 
feig in the whole to the futn eftimated. Thefc accounts were 
^furnHhed in confequence of his orders to the barrack matter, 
'hodhe could not otherWife account for their accuracy, though 
(be Was tree to Confefs his own belief, that they were fair and 
, Accurate. .With regard to the diftinflSon drawn by the hon. 
Jg enUemah, h» prefumed it merely meant builcings which 
Jbelbre had becn erected, and, on the emergency, finifhed and 
‘fifed for temporary refufences for the foldiers. To this firft 
fart, the term barracks had been applied, and thht of tem¬ 
porary barracks was, he believed, ufed for other buildings 
already made, and fomewhat repaired for the reception of 
lofdiers. He was not, however, entirely prep^cd, irom his 
. own knowledge, to fpeak with precifton on the fubject: as to 
the ittues made by him, in his official capacity, he begged the 
honourable gentleman to obferve, that he could not retufe to 
HTue the money purfuam to the order of the Trcafury, or the 
Secretary at War. W ith refpedt to fome other expences,*he 
was not prepared to give any iatisfa&ion ; and he might, con¬ 
fidently with his place, decline giving any anfwer to fuch 
queftions, if he'did not feel himfeJf called on in refpedt to the 
character of minifters. 
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Mr. <?r*y obferved, that it w$* his duty, as a member of 
that Houle, to a Ik for every official information. He wpuW 
not, however, then detain the Houle, as he Should have occfc* 
fion another day to go at large into the bulinefs. ^ 

Mr. Steele laid,, that being immediately called on, he was 
not prepared to (peak with any precifion on thdbufinef?. 
Were he in pofTeifion of the neceffary information, he wits 

always ready to give every fatisfa&ion in his power. t 

" * ' 

WAYS AKD MEANS. . . V.J 
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Mr. Hobart brought up the report of thecommitteetxf 
Ways and Means, when, upon the firft refolution beirijj 

put, , V 

Mr. W. Smith ftated, that he intended to have made fotqp 

©Wervations upon the terms of the loan the pi 
but, on account of the great length of time dceujp! 
gentlemen, he was prevented, ft was in the reco^ftjon i£ 
every gentleman,, he prefumed, that, after the laft 1 
contracted for, he moved a refolution of different ii 
that adopted by the Houf'e. As his honourable frieodfj 
G eyj had the preceding night termed it, the Houfe vvers 
di.i ;ged through the mire to vote for that refolution. fit Wha£- 
ever point of view the terms of former loans were cohfi&fega 
whether fcparateiy or comparatively with this v ibey wot^jd ap¬ 
pear difadvantageous to the puoJic. it' was dji$^(£u 
reconcile them, as there was at leaft a difference of thtee 
per cent, between them, which conftituted a bonus to mg 
contradto.s on the former. Though the coincidence of col¬ 
lateral circumftances did not always amount to. mathematical 
demopftr Ttion, it amounted to preiumprive proofs and tbcnCO 
be argued that the bargain for the old loan, for To it was to pe 
diflinguifhed, although fo recently contracted fdr, was half a 
foil Jon unfavourable to tne public, inafhincK as three per cent* 
more was given to the contradiors than another gentleman 
would hdve taken it at, «ind the bonus upon it was exactly 
three per cent . more than the her us upon this It was heceik 
fary to inquire under whaf cncum lances both the loans were 
bargained for, that the profit fhuulj be fo much more at oqe 
time than another. When the boms was given upon jhe Old 
loan, it was tt? be remarked that thirty per cent . waS paid tipon 
it, that it was l»g and free from nil burdens, which circuit* 
fiance uniformly tends to depp.te 1 'th< premium. If the parties 
therefore who putenafe a lotii, give if- for one in April thaa 
they did in the pPeccdr & December, r was neceflary to ac¬ 
count for it* In tat relation, the re was this expreffiori, \virti 

a view 
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* view to the magnitude of the film borrowed. Wbat was the 
magnitude? A premium of feven per cent, came out in the 
market upon it, without any rife in the funds, and With ref- 
J«£t to the magnitude of the fum borrowed, it could only affeCt 
Ihe terms of rhe loan. The queftion then Was, how far fuch 
*Aim could lower the funds more than this ? The magnitude 
of the fum wanted, within one, two, or three million, was 
known before it was bargained for, and every effort was made 
ufe by the contractors to depreciate the flocks previous to the 
bargain,,.. Long before the bargain Was concluded it was 
known that there was a loan of 16 millions lb be made, 
*Twas true, the right honourable gentleman had given the 
ttarket a temporary rife, by bringing down the King’s meffage 
immediately after the loan was contracted for; but this favour* 
able hope wys af fhort duration ; and at the time- the new loan 
Was made^he hope, which had been fomewhat afloat ever fmee, 
Was enjjr^y deftroyed by the anfwcr of the Directory refpedt- 

**L.. 

ild r.ot be upon that ground then, that the bonus was 
gffoh. What were the grounds then ? Was there any difficulty in 
ratting the money ?' No, fo far from it that three parties were 
kiiown to have offered for it, if competition had been allowed. 
Was iron account of theftateof the monied market at home? 
This was proved not to be the cafe, not only by the anfwer to 
tile lafl proportion, but by the advantage being on the other 
fide, In favour of the new loan, when a great fcarcity of mo¬ 
ney is acknowledged. Did it arife then from the profpeCfs of 
finance? No) the profpe&s were in favour of the public, 
fince at that time fanguine expectations were entertained of 
peace, which now, comparatively fpeaking, were entirely and 
Completely dcmolilhed. If thefe were the circumflances of the 
cafe, and be prefumed no perfon would contend that they were 
not, every argument he ufed before, that a better bargain upon 
the old loan might have been made, was juft and confirmed. 
He might appeal to every gentleman, or rather he would un¬ 
der take to allure every gentleman, fince few of them he appre¬ 
hended were converfant in bufinefs of this nature, that if minif- 
ters bad gone to open competition upon the old loan, they 
might have had it taken off their hands, by the very fame con¬ 
tractors on the identical terms that they had taken this. If the 
two loans had been bargained for in two, different years, and 
had no connexion with each other, the difference of. premium' 
t might be allowed, but this lafl loan of feven millions and a 
hjtli was the fupplement to that of eighteen millions, and the 
payments were to be contemporaneous payments, or rather 
the payments upon the lafl low were to be made in a ihoner 

time 
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than the payments on the former* By this means, tbefCfifcn?., 
vfcowever the arguments of the difficulty of obtaining a 
fuchan«ignitMde might apply in the other they would 
applyiia the prefent, for the difficulties of paying the inflate 
tncnts orSthe old loan were incrcafed by the additional inflali 
meats on use new, and vice verfj. He did ndf tncfth to move 
any lefolutidn to refcind the refolut'mn propofed by an ho- 
nouuble and Learned gentleman (Mr. Douglas) not theft pfei 
font, but he conceived fome better rcafon ought to be $tVeti 
by the Houfc for having come to fueh a rcfolutiort. 

The Chancellor of thi jR^thequer faid, whether the hoWdtttf*' 
able gentleman intended to bring forward a motion tb rdcirfd 
that relolution 01 not, it was in his own breaft to deterfaifce} but 
if he weie incline J to do it, he could not do fo until the preleitt' 
motion was difpofed oh What he had faid, hdil^er, wag not 
argument agamft the pi eft nr tjueftion, but, on the%jrtrary, 
appeared that the prefent quefhon was fo good, thatT^yttofri 
in npnatively viewed, w>s not fo good as it ought^pkVe* 
beeft. He was extremely hnppy to hnd that the merit _ 
prefent loan received the approbation of fo nice a critic, and* 
there foie fince tiny were unanimous, ho concluded the bed' 
way would be to pur their unanimity into action, and pa$l 
the idolution. In refjiedt to the terms of the former loan, hew 
<- guided in his judgment by a genem! view of rhe ctrcurti- 
ii cxifling .‘t the time. Whether he drew his tort*, 
iiu*iom from right premifes oi not, the Hocf* hid fince haC 
an oppottuiiirv ro decide j if he h. d nor, he inmnded thj^ 
honouiable gentleman that all human < ft'orts are liable to* 
crior. He had done for the heft. W hen he hirgained to ffiw 
large an amount, he waj auatr of rhe it,fern* oV unfunded' 
debt, and had tome idci of an Imperial loan, whence he ex»* 
peeled the production of tb** Kin would cMnte a f.H in the 
itocks i.om one and a naif to two fu <.enf. which certainly 
would have been the <aic, it his M-i ft)’> tncfTige had not 
mi. vi d at the time it did, and of which he had their no appr^- 
henfion. '1 h»s was the reafon why he yielded to give the 
comradois a higher houui upon the ban of Dtccmbci, and 
this made the ditteience between thar bun of eighteen nityryn, 
and the prefent one of (even and a half, it he ha 1 known 
beforehand that th.* flocks had (hewn a undent;, turf.*, he 
fhould cmainly have made the prom um lets. He ad-led 
folely on his judgment for the beft, ,.nd whether be judged 
rightly, he fubmitted to the candour oi the Home, as he only 
role to ll.tte the grounds on which his judgment was 
fortfted. 

Vox,. IV. iiqb. X Mr, 


X 
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Mr. Francis {aid the trajnfa&iop of the laft loaA had been 
fttfficiemly difcufled, and her was lure that by this time it Was 
pretty Well underftood, at leaft by the public. He {heufd 
therefore only offer a fmgle obfervation on fomeihing ihit had 
fallen tiom the Chancellor of the Exchequer, The right 
honourable gentleman had aflerted that, from a variety of cir- 
tumftances then exiftin<t, be did expert that thep would be a 
confiderable fall of the llocks from one to two per cent, upon 
the production of the laft loan in December j and that, for that 
reafon, he had yielded to give the contractors a higher bonus 
on that loan. Mr. Ft ancis obferved, that (uppoftug the right 
honoarable gentleman to have felt that apprehenfion, and not 
to have had the meffage at that time at all in his contempla¬ 
tion, he bad certainly taken a very effectual courfc to prevent 
its effect, vi; by the meffige. He then ftated a fact, on 
which be^.’nhed for information and explanation ; two adts of 
parlianj/,- have been puffed in this fe/Hon, to enable govern- 
meuf'Cvj iffuo 3,500,000!. exchequer bills, to replace the 
nount Ik- 1.1 by the Bank. It is now found neccffar^y to 
itn'cve the Bank from this load, and money is railed by the 
prefert loan to pav off the 3,500,000!. exchequer bills, which 
the Bank hold. 1'his then -makes the iffuc of that fum in 
exchequer bills, according to the former two acts of par¬ 
liament unneceffary tor that purpofe. The ads howeter 
remain in force, and hav ing been palled this letlion, cannot 
be repealed. The mimfter then may Hill ifftie this fum m 
exchequer bills, if his necdCties fhould incr.aie, for fervicc, 
which were not in our contemplation, and ovei which we can 
have no previous con tiol; at leaft he had the power ; and ad¬ 
mitting that in fait he had no intention to ufe it, ftill there 
ought to fie a pailumentary reftruint ovci the poilible exer 
cite of fuch a power. 

Air. Francis then mentioned a faff which he faid he trad 
learnedfince became into the Houfr, and on which the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, or fome of the gentlemen near him, 
might be better informed. The right honourable gentleman 
had the preceding night ftated it, among the advantages o: 
the prefent io„n, that by funding or providing for three mil¬ 
lions and a half of exchequer bills, the maiket would be 
greatly relieved, and the ciedit of that fort of paper raifed in 
proportion; he was neveithelefs affured from unqueftionable 
authority that exchequer bills iffued ot offered for faie that 
cheery day, wete bought at the enormous difcount of five per 
&tnt. notwuhftanding the operation to which he had before al- 
’ < - luded 


i 
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Jude A, and from which fe gmf; an adjutage had bfeftp 

irfed and expected. Was this a faift, or was it not ?» //a 
Ohancetfer of the Exchequer /aid in -reply, that there , 
would &a^i difficulty m point of form to repeal the a£ts of the 
legiflatureVafled in the preftnt feffiort j if any jeatodfy how¬ 
ever, whict^he admitted to he perfe&ly conltitUUOnal and 
juft, were entertained that the executive government would 
"abufc the power unintentionally given hy thefe bills, he qon- 
cei ved the propereft way would be to felcdt fame mode by 
which the evil might be guarded againft, and thfc mode that 
appeared to him tp be moft parliamentary, was cither by anl 
addrefs to his majefty, by inftrting aclaufe in the prefent loan 
bi)l, or by moving a refolution to a fimilar efftafc. As to the 
other circumftance, he fufpe&cd the honoura^b gentleman 
Was not accurate in his expreffiou, or at leaf! noKuurate in 
his infoimation ; he knew of no exchequer bills thiu*dbee» 
if!Lied that day, and he would venture to fay none Mte 
iftued. If any exchequer bills had been brought that 
the market, and d/counted at the rate the right honournfirc 

f entleman bad ftateJ,they muft have been bills prtvioufly ifiued. 

n regard to rhe operation which he had ventured to pr4di& 
from the relief of the maiket by ptovi-Jsng for three million 
and a half of exchequer bills, he had to obferve that the 
refolution to that efftdt did not become an a£t ot the Houle, 
till it was reported ; after which ne indulged hjmfelf in the. 
hope mat his predtihon would be fulfilled. 

Air. Frances laid a few words m explanation. 

Mr. Grey thought it wrong to let the acts for enabling go¬ 
vernment to iflue exchequer bills and replace the fame after 
tbe relief afforded to the Bank, remain in force without fome 
provifional reftramt; and lie hoped that, fome way ot other, 
either, as the right honourable gentleman bad ftated, by an 
addrefs to his Majefty, a claufe in the prehnt Loan Bill, or 
by moving a tcfoiution, that reftraint would be provided. 
In relpect to the other tranfadion, it furprifed him, after 
3,500,000!. of exchequer bijils had been taken out of the 
Bank, that exchequer bills fhotild be brought to market at fuch 
a d» (count. Theie Bills, he obferved, were iflueu to the office 
ot Ordnance as part of a payment of the arrears which were 
due.there, in the Came maimer as to every other office under 
government, and aftcrwaids negotiated by that office 1 and 
one of them had been porebaftd by a tnend of his at a dilcotmt 
of five per 'pent* - This (matter hie thought worth the attention 
of .theHoufe i and he fhould certainly include it in the pro- 
poll t ion of inculpation of his Majefty’s minifters which he 

X a meant 
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meant to br^ng Forward fb %#t ai he could procorb the papers 
he bad moved for, fine?, irtbey had ndt violated the letter, 
they had v idated the fpkti of the Jaw, by ufing that tjvoney 
ft*drtpars wh’ch was voted for piofpedhve letvicesy' 

■Thfe other refolurkms of the committee were /hen read, 
attd the Chanctlkr cf the Hxthequer, Mr, Roje, ayu Mr. He¬ 
bert, ordered to pi spare and bring to Bills upftZ the fame. 

v FRENCH *Mlfi|tAKrS. 

JVtr* Mftrtin Bated thrt large faros Were owing to the French 
emigrants, the withholding of which reduced them to greit 
diBrefs. It was the duty of the Houfc to interfere, ami un¬ 
less this biifinefv were adjufted, he would nuke a motion to 
caufe the arrears to be paid up, 

SLAVE-CARRYING BILL. 

M l. ThttnUn give notice that an honourable friend of 
bhf jCo was ar piefu t jieventcd from attending by illm.f«, in- 
W -Ged to introduce feme fuither limvtat ons into the Situ- 
carrying Bill, when rhit Bill came to be reported. The 
limitations he piopoled »ire t» men t(e the tonmge of Blips 
and not to allow the ti urrs to rxrplo more* fh \ , or indent 
tnou G.ru , in oi> vend, thmthtj do at pufuit. 

'I h< e t 'tr uftfim d him, tint if the itt i mons were to 
be t liorccd by p«.<i*rui) penalties, they in ill in introdut > d 
in tnf committer , if not, tbc\ might be muoduced on he 
report. 

'-LARCH y Of CORN. 

Mr. Lethnere lame ted the conftant th nrtfs of the Houfe, 
when he w ifhul to trr ve for xtan 'jtng the canlts of our pre- 
lent lcarcity. He moved, thuth< Coin Committee, which 
flood as the ordtr ot the day, be uiftnsr^ed, ano fixed for 
Tuddiy next. Oidercd. 

t< NGITUDL BY sr A. 

Sir Philip Stifhns moved for an account of the monies 
jfTued bv the T re firer of his MajeftyN Navy, purfuant to an 
A& pdftd in the 5 4 tb ycai of Ins puient Majcfty for the 
encoungcmrrt of n wig«>t»on and naval experiments, and for 
finding cut the longitude at fca, to be laid upon the table..— 
Ordered. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF* LORDS, 

y Wednesday, April 20 , 

TSe Judges attended the Houfc, and counfel was heard in 
the caulk of the corporation of London and the corporation 
oi LymweLtm to pore duties, 

v- Christie’s divorce bill. 

Mr, Prwtt attended at the bar ot» bilulf of Caplin 
Chriftie, who he ftated to have been at the clou of the laft 
war a captain in the 88th regim.nr. Captain Cbnttic was 
mur.rd in hdinburgh, to Mifs I* h r btth ihird, daughter of 
.Sir W illiam Baird in 1781. He was after th,a fuddenly 
caltul upon to join his regiment, and did fo, leaving Mrs. 
{'brittle behind m England. Shortly after his f|(|u»rtuu flic be¬ 
came acquainted wnn a youruj man ol the nime*Cakcr, who 
was going mu »1 India, r f heconfequuice ol thatco^^ion was 
? cnmmil mti u’ourio bet v en them. When CjptqMfonftie 
returnee' home, h< brought 111 n<3mn agunft VTr..lijCT^by 
mittJ<,c it was fernd upon a »< ntltman of the fame chnltun 
and furnimc, lo .bat wfrn he appoint 1,1 tonrt, the jlamtjff 
is non-in <.cd J he enib uiaflmt r at if t » *0 Cap*an Chrif- 
t mu mone\ mttttis fi< m tks t *cu »Ita c* v ,»« fnh, tb*t 
a.nr bimjpn* anew uhon u nit mc ijl r p .um, 11 d iw- 
taimn a judgment of 4001 he v, n obi gul to iell ins com- 
n ittion, nd he hid lued 111 )< to m < nt .1 r d uni the late 

wu g him in opportunity o mu J » 3 n •> m* i r , b\ • ntei- 

,r i c ’i 1 Hit A mihtir^ n iviti. Mi. 1 r »otttho-_h* , rojier to 
lfatt tht-i ur< tmtttmtv loliu.i lordi u t s to a«.< nunt lor the 
de’ay winch ItI taken plue, ini he tufh.d th«/ woulo be 
dr cuu d luluvi’Mit. 

T hr n veral pievious pro codings we> • then elh'ilnhtd, and 
evident.* ctiled, to pu»/ tint Ml. t»««.ci and M s. Cbuttie 

had 1 an dim m roguhv , in the u* rt r th.t lh? had 

fmet 1. d 111 a date of plolutution, and h-d a family in the 

\\ . h ] t' is. 

'1 1 < Bill was rrad a fecond tine. 

I’cati a ferondtime iuvcial othet Iltlls on th r table, 

/WpiutMfi. 


uorsr or commons. 

WiDVf dm, A\i*l 

Warwick and Braunftou < and Uhls in.re read a third time, 
and patted. * 


Mr 
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Mr. Rofs moved for a*1 acfemnit of the produc? of the pen- 
manent taxes, for the year ending the i ft of April, *71 pr 
And for an account of the three years produce, ending 
Auguft, tfgS* X 

Leave was given to bring in a Bill Lor die better levying a 
duty on hats. / 

PEWTER POT BILE. 

On the motion for the fecond reading of the Bill for pre¬ 
venting the purloining of pewter pots, &c. 

Mr. Dent objrfled to the fecond reading of the Bill. He 
faid the Bill manifeftedly preffed on private individuals; and 
the pewtererS 1 company authorized him to ftate, that if they 
did not fuppofe that the floufc would have refufed it in the fiift 
inftance, thf^would certainly have petitioned againft us 
paffing a law. There need be no a<ft, he contended 
to obli^phshcans to rclufe lending out their pots, as they had 
fucharVXr without the interference ot the legifluture. If the 
Bii| it. would mrterially affect the rev enues of the city 
of London, as the city derived a confidcrable emolument (iom 
the Ramps on pewter ineufurcs. It would lufidcs contideia- 
bly affect the property of his royal htg’wtf. the Prince of 
Wales, in the Ducny of Cornwall, by rendering his nunc* 
there lefs productive, as pewter-pots were compolcd of three 
component pa*ts which included tin, regulu*, and lead. 
Inftcad of the lofs of one hundicJ thoufand pounds per annum 
actrumg to the publicans in confequente of the purloining 
of pewter potc, he coul 1 ftate, from the be ft authority, that 
the whole number of pewter-pots made for the ufc of hn gland, 
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, and for exportation to America, 
was not more than forty thoufand. He conceived that the 
publicans could be rffedtually lelicvcd without the paiRng this 
Bill, by making it penal, for any pewterer, or ola>irou fhop 
to purchafe pewter meitcd down into a mafs. If the Bill 
fhould be palled into a law, he dated, that not lefs than ftvui 
thoufand peitons, who are now employed In carrying out por¬ 
ter to pi ivate houf's would be turned loofc on fociety. He 
murt again remark th.it p».or people, not having utenftls At 
home to receive the porn., would be obliged to go and fpend 
probably their wages at the pubhe-houfe, ‘which he 

thought a very feri-us confide ration. He laid further, that 


leapt* 1 y worth drinking. «c in»««<f» that Uie, mote pewter 
p were ft Jen, the more the' peVvtciers gained, and he was 
f eon- 
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convinced, if the Bill paffetl, that the confumption of porter 
would be maiinifhed, and the revenue of courfe fufter. ' 

Buxton laid, that fome of die reafons urged by the 
honourable gentleman againft the bill, had confiderabte 
weignbt with rcfpe£l however to the injury which fuch an a£fc 
would oocafion to the prince of Wales, it was entitled to little 
regard with the houte. Whether his royal highnefs buffered 
or not, if thfhill was calculated to prevent a crime which led 
to the pumfhmentand difgrace of the criminal, it figntfie^ not. 

If, as had been Hated op a former night, that feven crimes 
out of ten tried, were caufcd by the Healing of pewter-pots, 
he was opinion tb it the incitement to the theft fhould be im- 
medi itcly removed j for that rcafon he would certainly vote for 
the bill 

Mr. Dent in explanation, accounted in fom^ncafure for the 
number of convictions fur pc>t-Healing bv Hatin^k|t the pub- 
1 cans had entered into fiibfcriptious to bung tnon^^rgeable 
with the offence to conviction and pumfhment. 

Mr. FutiCts fud, re h .d been ol liged to hHtn to Sl^jksr- 
t ps wtthoat doors ("terefted in tu. mtafure. which fo eomuled 
his mind that he wts foi fome time mutn at a lofs to know 
how to determine. He was of opinion that the boufe fhould firft 
. ff.hlifh the fad, anJ then dtaw the n itur tl inferences arifing 
ti om it. The honourable g>*mlem’» had {aid the Prince ot 
Wales would bei fufferer if tins bill pailul, that however was 
itt’e to tne purpofe, neither had that p'rt of his fpeech any 
weight which ibtcJ, that the ntcrefts of the city ot London 
would be mat pally aiFe&cd. H' fhould hive argued as to the 
juffice of the hill, and when that wis once eff.iblifhed, the 
cttier ooiibiicnu jns wi.re ve.v iubordinate inJecJ to the mate 
queftion. I'm- pit ties dlff. u d w.Jtly v. ttii relpedt to the liua 
1 ml annually to be loff the purloining of pewter pots, it 
was nevtrthelefs rteedleK to enquire who was prccrftly light; 
that numbers to a large amount vveie Holen was admitted on 
ill hdts, aid therefore he was peiluadej the mcitemet t to the 
enne flia’ild be removed. Ife could not fee with what pre- 
tcnfnn to ioffice tne pewterers fhould put in their claim * 
«gainft the bill, if they fuffered tn proportion as theft was 
dimmifhed, he was of Opinion, that that fo far from being an 
argument agamff, it was the HrongeH that could be urged m 
favour of the bill He was awate that no agreement among 
the publicans, would remove the evil, for there would be 
ever adventurers, who tempted by profit, would embark m 
the bufmifs, and who would certainly not be bound to an agree* 
mettt to which they did not fubferibe. If the thing was right, 

♦Ah , » t ' < ' ,♦ 
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it fbould be done by few}‘and he was of opinion,' that there 
was fcaredy a poor man who ttonld afford to btty porter, who,, • 
could iwjk provide himfeif with a veflel, The 
merrtber who oppofed the bill, faid, it was an a&’of ■fines and 
peifehfes, but this he did not make out. The bill didmothtrtjj 
motethan put an c’id to the fraud, by icmoving tip tcmjyta- 
tion, and for tbofe reafon*, he would give his^ficut to the 
motion of hts right honourable friend. 

Gmral Smith was of opinion, that the Pj Ince of Wales, 
fo for from obje&ing, would be Well pleafed, i\cn if his 
revenue from tin fullered fome diminution, provided that good 
was done to the morals of the community ; hut with regai ri 
to the prefent Bill, he was of opinion that it ought not to p&fs 
into a law ; he few no necdlity to require it; he confidercd 
any thing lilfi/Torrpulfton or interfcicnce in matters of trade 
or cninm ^i to he improper; and in the {irfent cafe, the 
Houfcv^H called on to frame a compv'five law in a matter 
wba^Jfc.'tiofe who stetobe bcuefittd may avail therrf hes bv 
thjt^/vvn deed, w itiiout .ippl)ing to Parliament. lie owm'd 
that when he firll heard that lco,ocol. was annuJIv lull for 
the article of pev’«'*r pots frolcn, he was .d iimid ; but he h id 
fircc learned that the whole amount of luch pots annually nu ’e 
in I,om!on old not c:;cctd 75,000!. 

A/?. F.xL id the mote he confidcrrd this Pill, the more he 
was convinced of its utility, if it wjs not true th.'t fo larg" 
a fum as icryxcl. was loll in pot c , it was certain that a vuy 
gteatloh was fuflaim d,and the imprefiion of this fact was not 
to be done away by the nftertion of anv gentlemen, however 
refp*r£fab}e. That it was rot meant to draw the power clalfes 
to the public-houfc was e\ ivlcnt from this, th. t the application 
was *fr om the more opulent kind of publicans, who v.ould not 
probably be very fond of fuch Lmd of ctiflomcrs. Neither 
were the peWtercis to be ronfidcitd ,’s avrrfc to ’ha* mrafuic 
ftnee they had nor in a leg.} m.'iuur app’ <cJ to the Houfe , 
befides, had they any right to’a prefit which acaucd tiom 
theft and' robbeiy? He had no objection, ami the publicans 
had none, to a claufe to compel them to carry out the porter; 
and orher particular objections might br icmoved in the com¬ 
mittee. it this Hill impeded a rdtrninf, it was only on per- 
fons d firing it. The evil complained of was of a feiioys 
nature. No lefs than rhrcc hundred pwrlbns in the countjr of 
Middle! x ban been convicted, m the three fell ycats, for this 
flight offence; and therefore, whether the moral trvil itlelf 
were cunlidercd, or the confequences it produced, gentlemen 
jdCfc called on to cna-ft a remedy, and the Bill* fie. totfle it 

. ' * ' - 'tens 
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was the beft that could be had. The great view of the bill 
was to prevent crimes by removing^tbe facility and the tempta¬ 
tion, to guard the morals of the people by preventing them 
from committing little crimes that but too frequently led to 
greater ; and thus keeping many perfons in the innocent clafs 
of fociety who would otherwife be added to the profligate and 
the guilty. No private agreement could be effectual j becaufe, 
the fmalier publrcans might be induced to depart from the 
agreement with a view of courting employment. Upon the 
whole, he thought the bill fuch as ought to go into a com¬ 
mittee. 

Sii Wllli/im Yeung oppofed the fecond reading of the bill, 
for the fake of preferving morals and laws. It would, he faid, 
abridge tile comforts of the lower orders, and bring them into 
the habit of frequenting ale-lioul'es. Inflead of paying their 
beer at a certain hour carried to them, poor perfoira^unild be 
obliged to fend their wives and daughters to the p^ft^nsi 
a:id thus the minds or females would be corrupted^^fc^ic 
vices afloat in fuch houfes. 

The Secretary at War followed Sir William Young in op? 
pofin:j the principle of the bill. He agreed with Mr. Fox, 
th.it prevention of crimes was the beil mode of police: that 
.'.■vu incur, however, he conceived, told againfl: the bill. Be¬ 
tides, poor pcifons could not have their beer fo good after its 
transfufion into the veil'd of the publican as when drawn in 
tnc vcflel t'.cy drank it out of./* 

Mr. LcJj/xere L]S, the pots of publicans were ufinally filthy 
and nuftv; hence this bill would conduce to health and clean- 
iinds. He coralated the arguments that had been ufed againfl 
the b.J!. 

Mr. F.x faid in explanation, that a claufc might be intro¬ 
duced in me committee to compel publicans to fend their por¬ 
ter to the rdtdence of their Cuilemus, 

Mr. Courtenay recommended it to gentlemen to read the 
bill. He had heard one genrieman (Sir William Young) fay, 
that tnc viitue of females would be corrupted by its palling ; 
and another (Mr. Windham), that the virtue of poiter would 
be ddfroyed by it; as if porter was an ethereal fluid, and loft 
as virtues by trrnsfuiion. if the gentlemen read the bill, they 
would find fuch objections done away by the pioviiions. 

The houle then divided on tae fecc.vd reading j 

Ayes - - - 15 

Ktes - - 27 


Adjourned. 

Vol. IV. 1796. 
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HOUSE-OF LORDS. 

V 

: -./h .>> Thursday, Afrit at. ' 

Hfcifd cqunfel in the writ of error in the cafe of the city of 
{JldJ&On, and the corporation of Lynn. 

^Irtse'order of the day for the third reading of the pafpnal 
fuccefljQn tax bill being read, 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, that having on a/ormer occafjon 
confidered tne nature and the provifions of this bill, a good 
deal in detail, he did not intend at prefent to detain the houfe 
Jorig.' He had thrown out a variety of objeftions with a view 
todraiarthetr attention to a meafurc which he believed would 
bt ofthennoft ferious confcquence. He held himfclf entitled 
to take this bill into confidentti«.»n in conjunftion with another 
that was to he brought forward, by which he conceived their 

SulJ be particularly affedlcd It was a matter of 
calculi^M that in a given period the whole property of the 
$Vou)d pafs through the coders of the public, and it 
their lordihips to confider whether the exigencies of 
_ ate-were fuch as tojuftify aminifter in feizing upon the 
capital of the country as thefe bills would do. If they were 
rtgardlcfi of the effedt they would ultimately have upon their 
fortunes and upon their dignity, they ought to endeavour to 
ward oft* the evil with, which the merchant was threatened. 
'Fife beft writers upon the fubje£l of political ccconomy had 
“reprobated the principle of taxing the capital of a country. It 
took, away from themafs of capital which fupported induftry. 
Jt dirmnilhed the quantity of reproductive wealth, and by nar- 
rrpwirig the fund that maintained the riches from which the 
-rev'emie was derived, it threatened to ihake the foundation of 
public credit itfclf. He would not go at length into the 
various objections he had formerly urged, but would content 
iiirrifelf with entering his proteft againfl the meafure j which, 
however, he would delay doing till the other bill was brought 
forward. The revcicnd prelate had been offended with his 
faying that the miniftcr by this mealure was feizinjj upon 
property, and fparing that of the church. He confdRd that 
he law no reafon while the capital of property both perfonal 
and real was taxed, that an equivalent (hould not be levied 
upon that of the church in paffing from hand to hand in the 
way of presentation, truncation, or other modes of preferment 
Considering the bill as he did, as a moflt dangerous attack 
upon the capitalifis of the country, he muft give it his 
firmeft eppofition. 

The Bifap of Rochejhr fa id that he did not at all confider 

a. < . . - v . ' 
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the prefent bill as feizing uponany property, as the noble 
Earl had exprefled it, nor did he confider the operation of it 
to be To fatal as was reprefented. He had been at the pains to 
make fome calculations upon the fubje&, and he believed “he 
was as much verfed in fuch matters as the noble Earl. It was 
not fo eafy to find an average of the number of collateral de¬ 
scents in a given time, as the average of the lineal defeents. 
Confidcring, "however, that property would defeend in colla- 
teral fucceffion 11 times in 220 years, which he believed ho 
might take as the average, it would be 220 years before the 
fum of look would be annihilated by the payment of (he tax 
in the utmoft proportion of fix per cet. although it were to be 
wrapt up in a napkin^ and never placed in the way of accu¬ 
mulation or reproduction. The original fum t^uid only pay 
the tax; the remainder, after paying the firft, bo^^reduced 
to 94k would pay proportionately, and thus the o^^ation 
was a decrcafing feries, with regard to the property. 
not to be imagined, that capital would lie unemployed, 
noble Earl had {fated in the example. It would either go to 
people that would live upon it, and then the fum would be 
placed out of the pofiibility of paying any more tax, or would 
be employed in fome way of induftry, where it would regain 
what went away in the tax and accumulate farther. With 
regard to the property of the church, it was already taxed, 
and in no degree rclcmbled the tranfajilftons of property fall¬ 
ing under this bill. 

Lord Grenville (aid, that as the noble Earl had not gone 
into the detail of the meafure, he would reft fatisfied with 
what he had faid on a former night, and with what had been 
urged by a reverend prelate that day. When the other bill 
came forward he would be ready to enter into calculations t® 
{hew that it would have no fuch effed as was predicted by (he 
noble Earl. The data upon which he proceeded were extra¬ 
vagant and extreme, nor would it happen that property would 
be tranlmitted in iuch a manner as to produce that confe- 
quence as was reprefented, of throwing all the wealth of the 
county into the coffers of the public. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, that the noble lord had only 
alluded to thofe of his arguments which had been dire&w 
againft the bill (hat was expefted, and had not attempted to 
obviate thofe he had prefTed againft that immediately before 
the houfe. The principles on which he had reprobated the 
other bill were not fo large as the noble Lord imagined f die 
could produce inftances, and had.pointed out fome, in which 
the cffe£t he predicted would have taken place. The princi- 

V 2 pie* 
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pies of calculation on which the reverend prelate had gone, 
fee mad to be advanced by him with more regard to the autho¬ 
rity of them than their own juftnefs, as he could not cencuvc 
upon what data they were founded. The principles upon 
■which this fpccies of tax had been tieated, were very dtfferert 
"from thofe of the reverend prelate It had exifled in Holland , 
to"what proportion he did not rtcolledl, but the calculations 
foimed with regard to it bore no rdtmblancc to thole he had 
beard. 

The bill was then read a third time and palled. 

Adjourned. 
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’sEftate, Butter, and Ulloid mtlofure Bills, wof 
d time, and palled. 

sTAvr->. 

The LordMa)or prtfented a petition from a gent’eman of 
the name of Manning, captain of alhip, which 11 ited that he 
waspoffclled of a bill of t ithange, of the value of ?coo! but 
that being diawn on a larger ftamp than the law icquiroj, he 
was advifed by counfel he could not enforce payment of it in a 
court of Jaw, becaufe it was not on a proper If imp, pia\ n, 
tbertforc for the aid of the Houfe to juthorik the comm Him ers 
to 11 amp the bill with Ihc pw per ftamp, on p-ument of t* 
■duty, &c. 

'I he petition bung read, 

Mr. Sheridan obicrvcd, that it was fcarcclv conceivable t ' 


Jegiflature Ihould mean, when thev palled the ftamp act, i 
this cafe, that any inftrument Ihould be void becaufe it wis r 
a larger ftamp than was requ iite He had ooobj< diori to tl 
Houle relieving this gent’unan in whate\cr way was mcrce' 
fary, bit he Ihould hipe tncrc was no ncceflitv foi it, and 
that the bill ftamped as it was, could befupponul in a co irt 
Of Jaw. 


Mr. Siijuut Ah r did not think that a court of ji'ftue 
would refufc to receive in evidence a bill hecaule it was i < t 
Upon an apj ropMate llairp, provided it was not under the va¬ 
lue of what the ftamp ought to be. It could haidly he deemed 
the intuition of the JegilUture to (ay, that an inftrument (hill 
be void becaufe the duty paid to government was higher than 
Wras required by law. 

* 1 he speaker obf.rved, that the better way would be not to 

refer 
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refer this petition to a committee, but to let it lie on the ta¬ 
ble; If it mould appear that there was ijo neceffity for parlia¬ 
mentary interference, nothing farther need be done to tft>* 

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that this was a matter of verytgreat 
importance to the public. If redrefs could be obtained For 
this gentleman, he fhould be the laft man . to think^of with¬ 
holding it; but it really ought to be quite clear that a court of 
law would not receive this bill before the Houfe proceeded 
upon the cafe, becaufe, by proceeding as if this was an invalid 
bill, they would admit infubftance that all thofe inftruments 
which were drawn on {lamps larger than the Jaw required were 
as illegal as it upon ftamps lower than the law requires; a thing 
' which would be extremely injurious to a great number of perfons, 
having unde;flood that many deeds were dra^n on ftamps that 
were higher than was neceflary, under an icn^^hat they were 



b all fuch 
w they 


all legal. It would be a very ferious thing to 
deeds: and therefore the Houfe lhould take c; 
functioned the principle. 

After a few words from the Lent AL<pr and- th^^i 
the petition was laid on the table. 

v 

% 

QUAKERS. 

Mr. Serjtant Adair prefented a petition on behalf of the 
Quakers. He paid a very hnndfome compliment to them for 
t c:r unoffending temper and exemplary morals. Tbe peti¬ 


tion {fated, that they were under certain and very great incon¬ 
veniences with regard to the mode of treating them with re¬ 
in-. rl to tythes, in confequence of their religious fcTuples, 
which they could not with integrity? difavoW, and religious 
icruples of all kinds, while they did not offend the law, nor 
affect tne rights of others, ought to be regarded* and always 
by a 1 beral mind would be regarded with tendered* and re- 
lpe£l. This petition was prefented for that purpofe. It ft a ted 
the hardfhips to which the petitioners were expofed- It ftated, 
by way ofinftance, the cafe of feven of their fullering brethren 
in the caftle of York, where they have been long confined, 
but with that refpe£l to parliament, which entitled them to 
attention, they abftairted from the prefumption of pointing out 
any remedy ; they left that to the wifdom of the Houfe. He 
fhould be content for the prefent in having the petition left 
upon the table. The nature of the relief he would explain 
on Monday next* He lhould not propofe on behalf of the 
Quakers, any-tiling that infringed on the right of others. He 
ihould alfo bring forward, on tfiat day, another point which 
was not hinted at by the Quakers, but the neceUity of which 

ho 
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TejFelt by experience. Great inconvenience had atifen, and 
the iirtjftihiftration orjuftice was often defeated, onatcduht of 
the Jftiffb&inn which the legislature had made in taking the 
affirlhatTo'n (if Quakers in civil cafes alone, and rejeclihg it in 
crwHina! cafes. He had mentioned this to many of the learned 
judge*, and he had the good fortune to concur with them in 
Of u'.K'e, as to the neceifiry of doing away that diftin&tnn, and 
and of raking the affirmation of the Quaker?, in criminal as 
Wcii as in civil cafes. 

The petition being read, was ordered to be laid on the 
w table. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair then gave formal notice, that on Mon¬ 
day next he would move for leave to bring in a bill for the 
further relief >rf the Quakers ift refpedt their religious 
fcruples, Ifo to make their affirmation receivable in cri¬ 
minal caj 

brought up the report of the committee appointed 
to ajCp^e into the iots of the tees of the clerks of the public 
which will be occafioned by the bill now depending 
in the houfe fur regulating the mode of fending by poft the 
printed votes of parliament and printed newfpapers. 

The report being read, it appeared by the evidence of many 
of thefe gentlemen, that their lodes will l>e very coniiderable 
indeed, it the bill ihould pafs into a law without indemnity to 
then). 

Mr. Sheridan reminded the houfe of the juftice of making 
an adequate ptovifion to thcic gentlemen. 

After a few words from Mr, Canning, Genera! Smith, and 
Mr. S. Bernard, the report was ordered to be fubmmed to a 
cofnmittee on Tuefday next. 

Sir tVUUani Dtlben moved that the order of the day for the 
houfe going into a committee of the whole houfe on the Have 
carrying bill fhould be deferred to Tuefday next.—Ordered. 

General Smith gave notice that he (hould on Monday next 
move, that the proceedings of the court martial on Mr. Caw- 
tborne fhould be taken into coufideration, and then appoint a 
.a day for Mr. Cawthqriie to attend in his place in that houfe. 

TAX ON HATS. 

- The bill for the better regulating the duty on hats was 
read a hrft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time to¬ 
morrow. . 

• Mr. Sheridan faid, he had no doubt this bill contained 
mstny ingenious devices for the enforcing payment of this 
duty; When any burthen however was to be laid on the pub- 
^ ' lie. 
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Afxil ai.y~ 

He, he wilhed to attend to tfife provifions of a bill. He ffiould 
therefore move, that this bill be printed, that the boufb ,«%ht 
have an opportunity of feeing what fort of a thing it was. , 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he was ready to agree* 
to the proportion, for a reafon directly contrary to that of the 
honourable gentleman, who had talked of jt as a .new burden 
on the public, which it was not; becaufe it was a matter of 
regulation of a duty, which parliament had long ago agreed to 
impofe. He therefore did not agree to the printing, becaufe 
the bill imputed, but becaufe it regulated a duty. He (hould, 
however, be very glad of the affiftance of the honourable gen¬ 
tleman, in the difeuffion of the fubjedt, if he would give him* * 
felf the trouble to attend^ but he could nardly hope he would. 

Air. Sheridan laid, the right honourame gentleman need 
not defpair of his attendance. He had often ^filled tile mijiif- 
ter, and ofien corrected his blunders in his ta^jjk, although 
he muff coniefs he had experienced but little g^|^de from 
him for luch affiffance. The minifter now faid Was 

a regulation. lie hoped it would be a better on^^^his 
former bill upon the iubjefh Formerly he refuted pnmsng 
the bill, and he blundered in it, elfe there would have been 
no neceffity for the prefent bill. Now he came forward, and 
faid, confidently enough, “ I have no objection to record my 
own blunder, and to print the remedy.” 

The bill was ordered to be printed. 

A meilage from the lords informed the houfe, their lord* 
fhips had agreed to the bill for regulating the mode of trying 
contefted elections, without any amendment, and to fcverai 
private bills. 

BARRACKS. 

Mr. Grey moved, that the papers on the table from the 
office of the paymafter of the forces be printed. . Ordered. 

EAST INDIA PAPERS. 

* 

Mr. Secretary Dundas moved for various papers belonging 
to the Fail India company preparatory to bis opening his- 
India buJget. He (aid, he was happy fo fay, that the affairs 
of the Eaft India company were fuch as to afford conveniently 
that relief which they merited, to the brave and excellent 
officers who lerved in India, the whole of which he fhould 
explain hereafter. 

All the accounts he moved for were ordered, brought in , 
immediately, and ordered to be printed. * . 

General Smith moved that there be laid before the houfe an 
account of' all the lums of money that have been paid .by ths.^ 

' Fail ; 
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Eaft Jo% company to government on account of the 50O,0OO,l, t 
they eh&^^jtapay annualiy. tOgether^with an account of the' 
DaianGe.j^ac now remained due to government upon that fub^ 
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. NAVY PEBT. 


Mr. Grey moved for an account of the navy debt from De¬ 
cember 1796, to March 1796. 

For an account of the feveral fums granted for temporary 
barracks from June 1792, to December 1795. 

SUCCESSION TAX BILL TO REAL ESTATES. 

• > ' 

■ > 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a bill for grant¬ 
ing a duty on the^jcccflion of real eltates in certain calcs, 
which was read time. 

The Chamber of the Exchequer faid, he fhould propofe 
to follow iw^iS bill rhe mode which the houfe adopted in the 
other Vimfc gard to perlbnal property ; \ iz. to read the bill a 
" P ro f' rma y £° * nto committee, fii! up the blanks 
for jjpyurpoie of making the nature of the bdl more intelligi¬ 
ble, and then appoint a Jay for its difeuilion after it had been 
re-committed auu printed. Ordered to be read a lecond time 
to-natorrow. 


WAR IN’ THE WEST JKD 1 $S. 


Mr; Sheridan moved that the adjourned debate, on the 
papers for which he moved on a former night, refpecting the 
war in the Weft Indies, be now icfumed. 

7 %e Speaker faid, that a motion being made on a former 
nighty that there be laid before the houfe copies of the con- 
tracts made in the year 1794 and J795, for the Clipping taken 
up froin the Eaft India company, to be employed in convoy¬ 
ing troops to the Weft Indies, and a debate having arifmg 
chereoi), the queftion he had to put was, a that the debate be 
now tdfumed fwhich was agreed to. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer afked, if it would be deemed 
out of order, for thofe gentlemen who fpoke on a former even¬ 
ing, to rife again if they thought it nccefury ? 

The Speaker faid, that in point of ftridt order no member 
had a right to fpeak twice upon one queftion, in an adjourn¬ 
ed debate, any more than in another debate, but he thought it 
his duty to llate to the houfe that there was a precedent, in ar 
recent in fiance, by which the rules of order had been difpen- 
fed witff, as well as on former occaftons. 

Jbe Chaneclkr of the Exchi otter reminded the honfe that 
.jpfcf’h papers were moved for, which.embraced hi their oMeifH 
ip ' ' ' the 
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the whole and every part of a fyftem, that they fhouhi 'Tjfe-* 
granted with great caution. Having on a former occafioh v 
urged arguments and ftated reafons to convince the houfe, 
that fuch general inconvenience could not now be obviated, 
he did not think it necellary to fay more, than that he would 
negative the motion. 

Mr. Sheridan laid, the right honourable gentleman affumed 
a ia& which he could not admit, viz. that he had ufedargu- 
incuts and offered reasons in his former fpeech, to (hew why, 
the papers for which he had moved fhouUlbe refufed. On a 
review of that fpecch, it did not appear t^wn that the right 
honourable gentleman had offered any in the fhape 

of either reafons or arguments to induce the r^ufe to agree to 
the motion. When the iabject was before the h^rfc, he pro- 
pofed.that the diicuflion ftiouid be adjourned, in o^^Lthat the 
lubjciSt might be debated, and now it was broughc^k^vard, 
he declared, that he would not eonfem to granting 
motion that was ddired. Thi* was the whole of the 
of the right honourable gentleman. He had before undcrf^WI^ 
that the minifter wanted ibmetime to prepare himfelffor this 
matter. He had that time granted, ftie debate having been at 
his inllance adjourned ; he had however, made very bad ufe 
of his time, as he had now nothing to fay, except that he was 
not in a humour to give the houfe any information on the fub- 
ject. This was part of the minifter’s plan. There had, of 
late, been feme endeavours made which had been hitherto 
much too fuccefsful, to introduce into that houfe a novel and 
b:*d ,>iaciicc, by which the minifter had fuperfeded the inqui- 
fitorial power of that houfei it was to refute to the houfe 
all preliminary information, when on the f*ce of the matter 
there was ground for inquiry into his conduft, and when per-* 
haps the refultof that inquiry would be his own complete dif- 
grace. This piadtice was etuncly unknown to formei parlia¬ 
ments; and contrary to the common eftablifhed pra&icc of the 
houfe of commons, it would, however, be a very convenient 
thing to the minifter i( he could cftablifh this novel practice* 
foi it was calculated to conceal his blunders, and to prevent 
thcr houfe from recording his incapacity. He called on the 
.houfe to have rccourfe to their journals, when they would find 
that previous information was never icfufed preparatory tp ft 
general inquiry. During the ad mini ft rat ion of Loid 
he never prelumcd to ufe juch language, or to fhelter 
behind a majority to prevent difcuffion. The hou 
agreed to go into a. commit tee. Previous information 3 was 
gi anted ; and according as the cafe was made out, parliament 
Vol. IV. 1796* 'Z fubfequcntly 
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fubfequently voted on the fubjeft propofed for inveftigation. 
If in the firft inftancc the Cafe was not made out, he would 
cheerfully agree to the fad, that parliament was not warrant¬ 
ed In granting an inquiry; but it fhould be cautious how it 
differed itfelf to be feduced from excrcifing one of its moil 
valuable rights, by the mere aflertion of thofc who are inte¬ 
rfiled, that official documents ought not to be granted. 

This war was faid to be different from any other in which 
this country had ever been engaged. Certainly the manner 
of conducting it y’>i!d lead gentlemen to think fo, and the 
manner in whic^ (formation was refufed in this war was 
widely different A’’ 4 ' *- it was a fact, that out of the numerous 
inquiries move/‘lor, a Britifh Houfe of Commons had never 
thought fir ta»militute one, and what was the confequence ? 
Mimftcr&i^almed confidence in proportion as rhey were con- 
viCtc^pTmcapaciry. The new do&rinc of th cfc gentlemen 
wasjft jrious in itfelf, as it was derogatory to the eftabliihed 
ii y Sr if parliament; they lay, they will withhold the papers - 
dfrwhich an inquiry fhoulu be inftituted, but a diicuffion may 
ilili take place. Th : s was a new phrafe, and merited the 
particular attention of the Houfe ; to what a fituation, in fuch 
cafe, was he reduced ? Mini Iters fey, ycu may have an in¬ 
inquiry, but what fort of an inquiry ? One founded on 
facts, collected from rumour, which the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman met with in his official documents. The right ho- 
• nourable gentleman laft year regretted that the latenefi, of the 
feffion prevented him from entering into a difeuffion of the 
merits of the war in the Weft Indies; declaring that there 
was nothing he dclired fo much, frnce he was perfuaded it 
Would redound to the honour of his Majefiy’s lervants; if, 
therefore, it fhould be moved this feffion, he fhould be glad 
to affent to it. How flood the matter now ? The motion is 
made, and the miniftt-r oppofes it. Was there one man in that 
Houfe, he defired to know, who would ftand up and fay, 
fhat there was no reafon to apprehend there was any blame 
whatever imputable to thofe who have had the conduCt of the 
war, or in the expedition to the Weft Indies ? Would any 
man fay fo, when he recolleCied what had happened after that 
brave, gallant, and admirable officer, Sir Charles Grey left 

K ~A I ndies ? After his brilliant conquefts there ? He 
there was no man, even among the minifter’s friends, 
rough to make that aflertion. How had Sir Charles 
fen treated by the king’s minifters? From the hour 
he left Fnglaml to the hour he returned in 1794, not one re¬ 
inforcement had been fent to him to the Leeward lflands. 

He 
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He believed not a (ingle man. Of this he did not fpeak with 
abfolute certainty, but he believed not one man. If he wis 
miftaken upon this fubje< 5 (, it was in the minifter’s power, and 
it was the minifter’s duty, to refute him. If in confequenCe 
of this negligence of minifters, we had loft the greateft part 
of the eonquefts of Sir Charles Grey ; if in the delay of 
equipments in 1794, men had been kept in floating peft- 
houfes until they perifhed by difeafe ; if by a culpable, fcart- 
daious, murderous negligence of minifters ail this had happen¬ 
ed, and he was ready to prove it had,d^as that, or was it 
not, fit matter for the enquiry of tha^^ 
fuiedly it wasj but how were thefe t 
into before the proper documents were 
Houfe f 

With refpe£t to the great expedition fent T^^mder the 
command of Admiral Chriftiao, much blame w*yfo im¬ 
putable of minifters, which he would take on himfcl^^krove, 
if the new do&rine was not eftablifhed of the prop^^^of 
granting difeuffion without inquiry. The right hoj 
Secretary at War, on a former night, declared he would giv? 
his voice againft the production of the Count de Sombreuil’s 
letter, becaufe he was of opinion that it was called for merely 
to implicate the conduct or the right honourable gentleman. 
IF this dodtrine was admitted, there was an end to all in¬ 
quiry. The paper, however, had been produced, the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman when it was firft called for, affirmed, that 
it was of a private nature, on its perufal, was there an in¬ 
dividual who was not convinced that it was altogether of a 
public nature ? On that occalion, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in a manly manner, ftepped forward to fuppoit 
his friend, and fhare the glory of the Ojiberou expedition, 
than which a more weak and inglorious expedition never 
ftained the annals of the Kritifh hi (lory. Xbe unfortunate 
County it appeared by that letter, had lert the kingdom totally 
unacquainted with its objects, or the pci fun by whom he was 
to be commanded. He had no idea of bein'* under the con¬ 
trol of an incapable man, Monfieur dc PuilTayc, Engliflimeri 
were entrapped, crimped, and kidnapped, and Frenchmen 
liberated from the prifons of this country to go on that in¬ 
famous expedition. If the Houfe would agree to the inquiry", 
he pledged himfclf, and every pretention he had to credit, 
that he would clearly make out his cafe to the fat is fact ion of 
gentlemen, and prove by refpc&able evidence at the Bar, 
that the failures, the lofles, and dilg races in the fcveral ex¬ 
peditions* Were owing to the mifeouduft of mij.ifters, who 

Z 2 defeaed 
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de&rvedtobe pablickly impeached 4 or their inefficient plans 
;. and horrid abufcs. 

If ahy commander loft a fhip, he called for a court-martial 
and folicitcd an inquiry; but uiiniflers difregarded their cha- 
, Cader in following fo wholcfoinc an example. After Sir John 
f Jervis had left the Weft indies, he had letters to affure him 
that many officers bchawj in a manner that called for an in¬ 
quiry into their conduit. Why did not minifters inftitute an 
inquiry? Becaufe they apprehended that an enquiry would 
be produitive of nf ' ’mination. There were at prefent inauy 
officers in tow nJ&yio y if the Houfe would agree to a com¬ 
mittee, would /T ir at the bar, and fupport him in every af- 
- fertion that h</\ advanced. Mini Iters were not fo tender 
of others as tjfcy were of them/elves with regard to enquiries. 
A brave officer, Admiral Cornwallis, who had (pent his life in 
the fera^vbt his country, was lately tried by a coiut martial, 
for lifting his flag and going to the Weft Indies in pur- 
f^dP^bf orders from the Admiralty ; and the fentence of 
dpjjffijourt was truly curious and extraordinary— th.it he was 
•right and wrong ; that blame was imputable to him, but no 
cenfure merited. This be ftated to fhrur how ready minil- 
ters were to accufc others, and conh cjerntiy that tin y refilled 
enquiry into their own conduct with an ill grace. Puh.ips if 
the Houfe went into the inquiry, a fimilar judgment might 
be parted on minifters with that parted on Admiral Cornwallis; 
they at leaft ought to farisfv the Houfe and the public with an 
inveftigation, to afeerrain wh.re the blame lay : whether at 
their own door, or whether it was to be attributed to the 
officers they employed. 

Mr. Sheridan next adverted to the conduit of minifters, 
with refpefl to Sir Charles Grey: the glorious achievements 
of that brave and diftinguifhed officer, he faid, were all h»ft by 
the mifconduci and fupinenefs of minifters; their not fending 
out fufficient rc-infcrccmcnts was of the molt fatal con&qucnce 
to the army, who yielded to the hardfhip of the duty which 
was impofed, and many of whom expired with fatigue. Was 
not therefore extreme blame imputable to them, for not fend¬ 
ing out a ncceflary fupply to maintain what he had fo bril¬ 
liantly and rapidly achieved ? The next motion he vvouiJ 
therefore make was for 44 a return of the men loft by fatigue 
and difeafe in the Weft Indies at that period." 

This return he moved for in order to convince the Houfe, 
that minifters, by the drain of men from the three kingdoms, 
rnuft materially injure their population, and reduce them to 

an 
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an alarming,ftat<^^ imbecility. The hardftftps fWftfch the 
men were obliged to undergo, in confequence of thb tfday in , 
fending out re-inforcemims during the time Sir Charles Grey 
was in the Weft IndieM^duced them to a fituation unprece¬ 
dented, they were liten^^vithout fhoes and flocking*;, and 
with their feet bleeding v^^obliged to encounter the burning 
fands. Wbatcxtmfe he ra^d, could minifters ofter for not 
fupplying thofe defers ? 

The next motion that he fhouldhave the honour to fubmifc 
was, “ That an account be laid b Jfcc the Home of the num- 
ct ber of men withdiawn from ^^^orces intended for the 
tc Weft Indies, (o r the purpofe o/jMfeg fenr on the expsdi-, 
u tion to Qwiberon.” Alio a mo^Hk the object of which 
was to have laid before the Houfe ct Tnfe application to and 
44 corrcfpondencc of the officers comman.jWin the Weft In- 
4C dies with his frLijefty’s minifters, rclative^Btfre re-inforce- 
44 ments which they demanded for the Weft Iol^ALinds, ? ’alfo, 

44 An account of the fevera! rc-in forccmcnts arrived 

“ in the Weft Indies” Alfo, c< An account o^^^numher 
u of men lent to St. Domingo ard what font tor,” an<F 4< An 
lL count of the number of men and the number of ftafFem- 
4t ployed under Lord Moira in tnc years 1794 and 1795.” 

Tne object id the Lit motion was to inquire why this for¬ 
midable armament w«> not lent out to the rein f of the ithnd*, 
and to guc mindless an opportunity ol justifying themfclves 
on that memorable occ.ilion. He was convinced if thev ac¬ 
ceded to this motion, that he could make it out to the Interac¬ 
tion of the country, after receiving fuch information, that on 
the luce of this expedition, noihmg could be more fhameiiil 
nor more deteftable* D.d no; the Houfe conceive that feme 
explanation was neccflary on tnc fevera! expeditions planned 
againft the coaft of f ranee: \\ as the numerous ftafi" employ¬ 
ed under lord Moire, a tircumft»mcc that req uired no expla¬ 
nation ? Why was the Itaif, and that large armament kept 
idle and unemployed, which was the tbemc of fo much ridi¬ 
cule and contempt throughout the country, but, which, how- 
eve;, never could attach on tne gallant nobleman, who then 
commanded it } but mull reft on the rnimlier.s by whom it 
was planned ? So far from any blame being imputable to the 
noble earl, the noble carl, he uivderftnod, would have no ob¬ 
jection to appear at the bar of the Houle, in older to fhew that 
the chigracc, infeparable from t: at expedition, was to be attri¬ 
buted alone to the weak and imbecile conduct of his Mtjcfly’s 
p>h)ittas. * 

The 
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, The next motion He would make, vprfC “ That there be 
“ laid before -tbc Houfe an account of the number of men and 
** officers fince the return of Chiu k»< 3 *eyfyom the 
M Weft Indies, specifying the lophijf each particular regi* 
“.meiStB** Alfo, ** An account o^» n the ftores, Including the 
“ hofpital ftores, and the numbe/ r,l -l' fhips employed.” Theie 
would* lead to the di Scullion why nne troops In the Weft Indies 
were fo cruelly and (hamefulh neglefled, at a time when fo 
many gaudy, expenfive, ayd ina&ive camps were displayed 
throughout the country^ Nothing, he afTerted, but a mira¬ 
cle, fayed the Weft I niCykt that period, there falvation wa«, 
in fa&, totally owing i yt J he SickneSs and difeafes that were 
Spread among ft the tcT £ -> ot the enemy. 

He next advcrteiLCo toe wretched Hate of the Britifh army 
to the Weft hvkd?: the 29th regiment, he was weft afli.reci 
loft Sour h unjj^ mcn ; ip June, the holpitals in Maiti- 
ntco wer^F^ /ded with Britilh officers and Britifh Soldiers, 
Who wow^fant not only ot medicine, but even banian to 
drefs ripr,-.vounds received in gallantly fighting again It the 
enemyi He adverted to a id&, wh.ch he rtflhined w..s w^ll 
known to feveial of the officers, th it ninety 01 one hundred 
men, who had been put into a transport to t?-* biought home, 
in confcqucnce of fon.e difpute al <>ut fieighting, had hc*n re- 
landcdon the beach, co.vred with wounds, and many without 
limbs, where for a tight they were left to the -nnev of the 
elements to prolong a timetable exiftence, ind only teven or 
eight Survived. When there were Such ftrong grounds for 
the enquiry, how, he afkcd, could the Houfe refill it ? The 
defperate Situation of «hairs in the Weft Indies, without men, 
without provifions, or ary force in the ifland, originated that 
chagrin, which, in all probability was the caufe of General 
Vaughan’s death. 

He next moved, “ For an account of the number of men 
•* who died in the ports of Plymouth, Southampton, and 
w Portsmouth.” Alfo, “ For a copy of a letter fent from the 
« Mayor of Portfmouth, Colonel Lenox, and other officers.” 
Theie were for the purpofe of informing the Houfe, that day 
after day many of the troops in thofe places expired through fa¬ 
tigue. Many dead bodies were thrown overboard, and others 
were carried indecently through the ftreets without coffins. 
When he on a former night Hated the (hocking ncgleft of 
ininifters in leaving men flowed in fhips for Seven or eight 
months a prey to difeafe and death, the Chancellor of the 
uer, had held his information cheap, and even prefutn- 
ed*R> deny the, fo& „ he had, however, Several letttts from 
$ ‘ ” f officer! 
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officers on board th^eet complaining of the fafty' if 
the Koufe would gtanBucommittee, he had no doubt Utoukl 
appear at the bar, and pBe the authenticacy of his inforhia* 
tion. He declared} that^Ac Mayor of Plymouth in particu¬ 
lar had made frequent rerr^Brances to government on this 
affedting bufinefs, and that mSkttention was paid to his letters. 
He fuggefted the propriety o 7 Vflanding of the men, rather 
than fuffer them to proceed to amir dedination, when they 
were rendered entirely mc.tpabl^Bf feivicc, a fuggefhon 
which government at length though^B^pedtent to adopt. 

He ne\t adverted to the fleet undii^^ 
ral Chriftun; aflei ting, that mtnifl 
in that inflance, as he cou! 1 not admit it^a jollification fof 
the delay of the flea, whether or not the tB^nort hoard and 
board of orJmnce, fullered Ion e t J fe injure the 

public fcrvice, by tutting delay vv ,!i revert tB^fcdeparture 
of the ext .'stio i he could ilatc on the bell that 

V c mt'nci ' * J.i Hers whir h occute ' to that fieet^^^* not 
tobin'i’ uti tone."* .rrfe vw K rut to nc^’ gence m not 
f-iiding it out n all ’ .c ,;nts, which would have arri- 
ltd in time to iciiifcrce .he arm\, and yield the ncceflarjr 

* iCrour to lh.* iflands. His i xt motion was -'Tor the pro- 

* uutftion of f*\‘racH of lexers from 'icnijal Abercrombie, 
** and Admin’ L-imftian, with an accoun* of tranlport board, 

* and the number of rhip- foundered or muTing ” 

Mr. Sheridan observed, that he would move merely for.one 
paper mote, .met that was a copy of his Majel 3 y’s proclama¬ 
tion, dao-d the iOth of December, 1794, tranfmttted to Geo. 
Sir AJvn vVilhnmfon. In this a new light was thrown on 
the with-holdin? reinforcements from the Weft Indies; for 
the f oclamation ftated, that his Majefty difdained ufing force. 
In this, hts Majefty exprefted his fellings for the diftrefles of 
the people; and wifhed not that he fhould be cor.fidered as 
conqueror, but emancipator, at the moment it pleafed him Co 
eftablilh martial law in the lfland. The whole Mr. Sheridan 
obierved, was an affe&ation of the gafeonade ftyle of France; 
(f laugh) Mr. Sheridan laid, he meant old France; for the 
French at this day laid aftdc that bombaftic tone. Mr. She* 
cidan proceeded to read the proclamation : 

*• ST DOMINGO. 

Me V, Salat Nu betas f Dtamber VO* 
u BV THE KINO. 

fl Wc, William Relief, Ffj Rear-Admiral of theReJ, and Gordon Fortes* 
Efq. Major-General au& Commander In Chief of lus Britannic 
forces, iy land and fea. 

His 



* -£•' . ' jts *. 74A* 1 .'('l** ^*7/ '. r \ ^j>i V’ . , jppp'K <*i< a- , j( s i 

1*6 VTOpDFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY RFJCRTS. [Cmmo*.. 

.JWkJtfi ■♦•iW.': AA •; <V; V'-' ■, •'! "JF.-C .--x,.'.. v. ■■ ...... 

“ *eli«g for ^ diftre^T of the c*!ofly_<»f St. po- 

B.ingo, has recftivifil favourably the fubrnidlon o&^/fgveit; nuinb^r,of the ifltabj. 


tarrts of ?we$y. quarter, and granted them his 


twn. 


for a moment, and wj :h rcgict, the remainder of the 
^:-sc*f aiunh*. 


** It wfet? Co be believed that all who had ]^ ,lf 7 / inftrn&ed by the exrcfs and the 
wuver&fity of calamities, would have hafterunite ihetafelvc* under his tute¬ 
lary authority.' ' s * 

• 1,4 Thus his Majesty did not think improper at fuft to difpky that appearance of 
1 power:which would have announceff^c conqueror rather than the emancipator. 

, He feat p$ly a fmali force, wlficJ jj'^/ufiicicnt tofecurc the general police, if the 
effervefcencc of opinion Jr'v^ecn calm, but infuflicicnt for reducing 
by fotdi the,great body oi tape jL'iken inhabitants* 

The beneficent views W~ ri?s Majsfty have been partly frufbated, when he 
concentrated his forcc^^omc particular diflri&s to which he has reltorcd their 
tranquility, their u^rTp, and their opulence. 

' “ He has 

colony to 

€i vTaiefty ours it to t’.e glory of hi* arm* *o complete by force the 

w«>:k.\nuch he un Jcrto-ik from gcr.cichty. Kcowe* it to public morals to anni. 
Jhlkte a fyfcjM defhu&ivc to all the facial bonds *.th s ch unite the doluniiis among 
themfehe?, and which unite the whole to our fcvcre'gn. 

«« He owes it m his jufonal fcniibilitv to hold forth a fncroitr*ng hand to 2 
multitude of worth) men, who groan in every part the ifiand, and invoke his 
protcdHnn* Hr owes to h n clemency the p. rdotiug cf errors. In fine, he owe. 
to hi? ju<Vicc the runifitment of thofe who p-ifift i:j refilling the paternal and re- 
patar JF>\nnmmt which U offered them, an! who, aflrr having made *£k$ of 
fiibmifiion, break thei* cash* by committing alts of rebellion. 

. « His M*je£y, by a continuation vf naval victories, has fb red iced the 

t 

marine of the French Republic, that it is abfolutcly impoflibte f<ir rhe govern¬ 
ment of that country 10 fend any aid to i'z putt 12.10* hi St. Domingo. He has 
even forced dae Coaveuaun ItlvJf to proclaim; by an exprefsde credits hx potency 
in that rcfp*s£h 

* • — 

« His Maj'iftv I:.??, therefor*, determined 10 fro 1 to St. Domingo fuels a body 

«if force?, thar all ret lUuct. {hall henceforth be impufiible. , < 

% ft In confiding to us the command of hi* force? by 4 r» and land, hi? Majcfty 

haicommanded us to fulfil c^iUy the slews by which he h ifimfeif (Ure&cd* 

r 44 Webring then to all the inhabitants of St. Domingo, and to each hidivh* 

dirfi, peace or war, profperuy or delh^j^ion. 

4 ‘ We yromifi*, in the name of the king, that,thofe who (uhmit vAUinglyy f-uU 

. find, under the protection of hi# Maiefiy, the paidon of rheir errors, individual 
, ^ * * * * 
fafety, and the prcfcrvitum of th«ir property* 

^hofc who,,after a ro'u^tary w\{k to fpvigf ri^e lfl^od, fUall be^t » 

fibvj^y-tp embark for the American cojntinenr, or, 'for FrsUMi^ .ftpoa lafcbg 4»..f 

oath nut to beat ana? agamic hi# Maje^ydori»g the Kjuv ; t , - J * 


»• j* 
. j t 


»%! 


' *, 
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“ We 
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« We dci-Iite, in the nirjiNtf the king, that thofe who fliall reCil hit «tts, 
(k til ex per ence all the rigour wkghe lavVi of war, and that whoever vidlitSlr'ita 
oith at fidelity, Bull he pumfhed w&death at a rebel. *i 

** Given ntf^B^ufe of the King at Mole, St. Nicholi^, * 

P^L 1795 


(Signed) 


“ PARKER and FORBES.’* 


On this proclamation Mr. Sher\un made a variety of ob- 
ferv ltions, ana proceeded to ftateakjwt if the papers for 
which he moved were produced, he vlK^orove to the Houfe 
a moft folcmn and fen jus charge of mB^ndu& and mif/rS - 
nagtment on the part ot mtnifteis. It ^Blfed bold on tfee 
ore ifion, they fhould feci grateful on the^&prtumty he gave 
them of vindicating their chara£fcrs, and exculpating them- 
fcJves from thole charges with which they ftanl|ura g »cd. 

The lift topic on which he had any intention t^Bteble the 
Houle upon this occalion, was with refpcfl to the r^Bnuaftce 
ot th<* war. Up m» that (ubjeft, he mud oLfcrve, .^Bjlvas 
mthiiig before the Houle to juftify them in faying theW^is 
at this time any profpect of peace. II* hoped and^rufltd 
that fome opportunity would arile in which they (houlcMuvc 
an anfwei from the rmniftcr what the piofpe£f of negotiation 
w is. That they ihoul J all know in a regular manner the ie- 
fult of the negotiation that had been begun, for filence upon 
t ich a fuhjedl was extremely dangerous. The impreiEon this 
had made alteady out of doors was ronfiderable , and, although 
iome peifons might think that we are at war now, on account 
of the ariogant cinms and unreafonablc pretences of the 
Trench, he was co <v«nced the general imprcffion was that we 
are at war, not on afccountof the arrogant claims, intolerable 
pride, or unrcafonable pretences of the French, but bcc-.ufe 
the muuflti oF this country his not made a finecre attempt to 
n^gociate. Such was his opinion ; and he thought it fair to 
(peak lus own eon vision upon that fubje£t Whether the 
cortmu mee of the wai, however, be imputable to French or 
to I nghlh rounfd, nothing would infure future fuccefs fo 
much as an tnqu'ry. Aifummg, therefore, for the fake of 
argunent, what he never would admit, that the French were 
the aggidTors; aflummg, wh t he knew to be laile, that the 
wa. ou our part was juft and neceilVv, and even unavoida> 
hie •, affuming all fhefe things, merc'y for argument, he would 
ftill fay there waseveiy reafon for that Houfe to enter into the 
luqtnty which his motions were intended to prepare; and 
therefore he trufted he fhould not be oppofed upon that fob* 
jecl. He concluded with moving his fiift rcfolutfon, 
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Mr. Secretary Dmdtis faid, thatXs many of the obft-rva- 
iions of the honourable gentle/; f,n, had not the mod re¬ 
mote connexion with the fuhVi^' then before the boufe, he 
&Ou)d not attempt to follow^M through them. He could 
not however avoid remarkin'' *, - very lingular predicament in 
which the honourable gentld an had placed his majefty’s mi- 
nifters, by calling upon ft am to produce a variety of papers* 
many of which, whatcyj" their private feelings might he, they 
could not, confident 1 ith their public duty, agree to lay be¬ 
fore the public; aXv 1 n charging them with a wifh to check 
all dilcuffion, bceX ^ hey did not produce them~the honour¬ 
able gentleman m! ^.tuded, but not quite corrcdlv, to fome- 
thmg that pallyfin the houft towards the clofe of the Uft fef- 
fion He haWratctl that he (Mr. Dundas) had upon that nc- 
caiion reputed that the latenefs of the fdlion prevcntel the 
houlejp 1 / £oing into an inquirv int > the conduct of the wai 
in fir* f eft Indie-, but that ne had pledged hunlelf t) an in- 
qi Jr ‘ the prefent feflion. He remembered pelf £tly well, 
tlfd r during the laft feffion, when fpeakmg of the forces which 
had been hut to the Weft Ind’es, he it*ted that 20,000 men 
had t»ten lent there , he was contradicted m that aifcrtion, and 
he did certainly exprtis fome regret that he could nut tut n 
w.th piopncty ptove the cormftnefs of this aflertion j he had 
however by no means pledged hunfelf to a general inquiry. 
Ilckn.'v that he fhtnJJ expofe hitnldf to the Intel s of f h* 
honov-ial.lc gentleman in the declaration he was going to 
nuke, he nevertbelcfs would, m the molt folemu manner, 
pi oteft, that there was no one circutnllance which he deft red 
fa anxioufiy as a full enquiry into every part of the conduit of 
the war in the Well Indies; and begged to allure the hou/e 
and the honourable gentleman, that .a day Should come when 
that buhnels, with hiS majefty’s j,ernnffion,lhould he thoroughly 
invtftig.ited, when it could be done confiliently with the pub¬ 
lic fafety. Having laid thus much, he Ihould feel no hcfitation 
..in oppoling the inquiry at prefent propofed by the honourable 
gentleman, becaule it was impoftiblc that fuch information 
could be given, as would enable the houfe to form a compe¬ 
tent judgment upon the fubjeft, without at the fame time, 
laying before the world information, which it would be highly 
improper to make public j or elfe tbeymuft go into the inquiry, 
without grounds to proceed upon. It was therefore the duty of 
his majefty’s mintfters, and a very painful one it was, to lay a 
jeftraint upon their inclinations, which would certainly lead 
|hem moft ftrongly to the enquiry. It appeared to him, that 
r it would have been lull as conjfjftent with candour, if the ho¬ 
nourable 
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ziourable gentleman rwl previoufly (hewn his motion) to 
minifters j but he had nV thought proper to do fo, but canto 
down with a tiring of, haj^Heved, one and twenty motion^ 
for different fpecres of infdWjrion, upon the propriety or im* 
propriety of granting whicWymmiftratidn were called upon 
immediately to decide. The^Biourable gentleman had, upon 
a former day, certainly hanaed^L^ what he called, a fleetch 
of his intended motions; but it cayj not give the lead infor¬ 
mation, as to purport, of the longRfoir of motions which he 
had now brought forward. He wa^Hfeg to make an ofrfer- 
vation, which pei haps it would be ttflP|sdvifeable in him to 
tWiil from, becaufe poffibiy it would rlBlvage the honour¬ 
able gentleman to adopt the fame cortu^lL future; but he 
leally mull cobfefs he was very much pua^ed at thofe mo¬ 
tions; To fome of them he faw no obje£lion|Ujur to others 
there was the ftrongetl. He could not how^Mit down 
without remarking on the ftngular line of conduwB Behr h the 
hop out ihle gentleman had adopted, His motion yHfea re - 
la ted to circumftauces which happ' ned two years ;a^SLAt 
tbe end of the fdTxon, he fiid that he (Mr. Durtdas) doled 
wnh him for an inquiry. On the firfl day of the prenigt fef- 
lioii, he talked in a lofty ftyle upon the grofs mifmanagement. 
ol the war in the Weft indies; and confidering the magnitude 
<>i the expedition, which was fitted out in October, and the 
preparations which have been fince made for other armaments, 
to ;etber with the manner in which he then talked, one would 
have thought that lie would h ive brought forward his motion 
at the very commencement of die feflion; inftead of which, 
be gave notice of it for the 12th of April, when it could be of 
no beneht to the country; and not till then finding himfelt in 
want of information, he began to think of moving for papers 
on which to proceed. The honourable gentleman feemed 
angry that he had fpoken to hi9 right honourable friend (Mr* 
I’itt), but certainly it was a mark of refpe£t to him, becaufe 
they wete confulting upon the propriety of agtecing to fome of 
his motions i if, however, the honourable gentleman fglc him- 
felf fo much interefted upon the fubjed, it was rather Angular 
that his anxiety had permitted him to defer the motion fo long. 
If he intended this as a remedial and preventive motion, as he 
find be did, it was rather aftomfhing that he kept it back till 
it could neither operate as a remedy, nor as a preventive. In 
4 one aflertion of the honourable gentleman he begged leave to 
remind him,, that he wajjl not corredt j namely, that no rein¬ 
forcement whatever had arrived in the Weft Indies, from the 
time of iS*’ Charles Gley's arrival to his departure. Such 
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#as not tfbe cafe: four regiments ider General White had 
arrived in that interval from Cojp and nat^Htfeftanding all 
that had been fold concernimyr.ie defehkelefs’ftate of the 
iftfods, it was nb^ious that S/^-rarles Grey himfelf did not 
(that they were in that/ /Htidn; becaufe he difpatched 
.We whole of thefe four reg, flts down to St. Domingo: At 
ftrft, indeed, only three of, .hem were Sent : but the other form 
followed. From that c-^duft he had a right to Infer, that in 
that officer’s opinion ’ it iflands were not m a dcfencelcfs ftatc 
when he left theav^: ’‘ r inc, 1794, a Short while alter he had 
fo d'fpatched th^ uiments. if, however, the honourable 
gentleman wifhef 1 proceed with candour in the bufinefs he 
would not pr c(<J*C iubje& at that moment, bdt give his roa- 
jefty’s minify# time to confidcr all the motions; they would, 
upon a fujv^clay, State to the houfe which they would afTent 
to, arM^ T ch they could not; with their reafons. Under 
the M\ e VSat the honourable gentleman would aftent to that 
pr#^ t on, he Would not take up more of the time of the 
hf.ii. at ‘efent. 

Mr £ Sheruian laid, that be considered the piopofition of the 
srigk”. Honourable gentleman fora fhort delay, in order to con¬ 
sider What papers he Should grant and what he would deny, 
to be pet fedUy fair. In atifwtr to what the 1 ight honourable 
gentleman had £ud, of his not having brought on the fuljedt 
Sooner, he was ready to ftate the reafon why he had fo tang de¬ 
layed bringing the Subjeft foi ward. At the commencement of 
the fc/iion, when he wasfoid to have menaced mmifters on this 
point, he expected that an inquiry into the whole conduct of 
the war would have been instituted. At that time an immenfc 
armament under the command of admiral Cbriftian was pu¬ 
paring for the Weft Indies, and had he then made his motion, 
it would hjve been Said “ Do you with to difclofe to the 
enemy the Stale of the iflands, do you Wtfis to make known 
their wants at the very moment when means aie taking to 
afford them the requtitte Supply f Do you want to Stir up 
rebellion in the colonies ?** 1 he campaign was by this time 
over, and the feafoa for a&ion paft, it could not therefore be 
Urged that any danger could arife from difeioforr. Although 
the whole fpLcch of the right honourable gentleman went to 
accufe him with delay, and want of candour, in bringing for* 
ward his motions the right honourable gentlem in had not 
attempicJ to Shew that any cormrninications which He de¬ 
manded, could, in the frnallm degree affisft the public Safety, 
'for which he was fo anxious, lie hoped that when he had 
jconftdczed the motions, he woai4 -.be prepared^ pfedifei^, fo 
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bright -b^iifpbWi ^gentilkiri had’^brtteftbfl.; tfisr-' afiertfofi 
refpeft .lS. iSif’ C&arfes mre, * ;Ir novk'^otyfewfer, ;aj 
from his own adafiffion, Hj r ' 

■ ; df ante ■ fingle, marl. WI«U$ -.she asi^wji^-ofi^^ight 
hahffMTayfS jgen^eman? - “^S.Sir .Chsrtteis 'Gr^p.«ot 
_"■•wmitleinfcrcernents, rife he wLU jfot have fent?tii*ee i^i- 
metrts td St. Domingo, and afterLards difpatched i iHarth^to 
, the fame quarter. Except : Sir Cwu, Grey had tfifpatefced 
,. this force from the FnftruftiGns of TlKfers, or in the confi¬ 
dence of larger reinforcements .bems^ yR out for the fecutity 
of the (Hands, the right.honourable etv^^an attachedtflbith 
a heavy refpoitfibilhy. If be had been':^kifersbly milfakeh 
with reipeft to the Security of the i Hands, TSkrihad a&edtui 
his own authority and judgment, then undoSl^dly he,and 
not rrrinifter?, were refponfibJe. If, howeve^Hfo^ng the 
folemn a durance, and bring in the daily experi^©Wtoffe 
arrival of a larger force, he took upon himfelf to 4b^^Kehofe 
four regiments, then minifters were accountable nCTw»»v- 
ing fent out that force, which was dlential to the tbethity of 
the ifiands ? On this fubjeft he fhoutd feel it nece!&*ry to 
bring forward a fhort additional motion, viz. * 4, *Phat Sir 
“ Charles Grey be direfted to attend at the bar of this houlc,'" 
Mr. Secretary D under r faid, he woujd never fit filent and 
fuffer words to be put into bis mouth, ; jwhich he had not ut- 
tt red. Me ddired the honourable gentleman to recolleft, that 
he did hot Cry that Sir Charles Grey might not expect otter 
reinforcements, or that he thought the Weft Indies would b« 
Cafe without the® after he came away. He merely confided 
his ftatemcrit to the faft, and the inference naturally a riling 
from it a* the-fcawb. ■“ • .• - v ‘ •. • 

Mr. Fax- alked, whether the right honourable gentleman 
did not .mean ins argument to be underlined in this way ? 
“ You talk »f want of reinforcements, wink Sir Chirks 
Grey felt lb fecure tm the fubjeft, that he thought hirhfidf at 
liberty to difpatch tb$tvDornirigo, four regiments which had 
been lent Out #’*, The qfieftiori then was, whert Sir Charles 
Grey difpatehed rhofe regiments, was he in expectation of additi¬ 
onal reinforcements? If he thought the Weft Indies fafb»teeadfe 
he exp eft ed reinforcements, then it became a juft ground of 
Inquiry why thefohMitfarcemcnts had not arrived, and whether 
they had been keprbaCkfrora unavoidable accidents, or from 
the ■liegligence^qpi^'fyiiers.,: Ho profeflW himfelf ignorant,of 
of the faft j that the real ftite of.the cafe- Would 

dbmfcnut. :: Bel|adi ii(dwayS.thoaight aii inquiry ndefe^fery ^'and 
Iwcbow confukred It to be indifpenfible lor the character of 
Sir Charles Grey. Air. 
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'. Mr. &fiT$srrjr J&undas again contend'd, that language was 

;which' -he did 'rufpk .. ifif- 4 id not 'fay 



.. ...... -.. w ve been perfectly fafe, if 

W> 4 %mforcetRcms had beenX*Y out j fee merely raid, Sir 
0mles was not apprehenfiv/Vtheir fafcty; on, the firftof 
June, 1794 j and, as a proofo-'had mentioned that Sir Charles 
font three regiments to Domingo, wh*ch he would hot 
have done 1 , had he appr.v'vKled danger; and, as commander 
„ in jrhttf, he had a c! \y> ‘binary poweh 

Mr. Fox iliil codP. -^d, that the way in which the expref- 
fioawas ufed, ttjr- Kto throw tic refponfibility upbn Sir 
Charles Grey, -•■•tfif’g: to him fuch an opinion. 

, t ,- -The Ghanecfbr tf the Exchequer thought that an unfair ad¬ 
vantage wa^^Kcn o.f the aflertion of his right honourable 
friend. J^ffier could be imputed to him, that he meant to 
} 'f'irefpor.iibdiry; thofe who knew his character 

cc-uK^^f.^ra moment {uppofe it, nor could they imagine 
.iV/tJrit to deliver an opinion for Sir Charles Grey, 
that cotyVii potlibly attach ceiifure to him. No man had been , 
n.or§„’6acy to pay him the tribute of edeem arid gratitude, 
which was due to him from that Houfe and from his country. 
He had built his own glory on the triumphs of his country, 
and his right honourable friend was always warm in his praile. 
$ut>when an honourable gentleman Ihortly exprefied amargu- 
. tnent, into which be afterwards meant to enter more fully, it 
was not to be expelled that he fhould guard it with every 
minute qualification. His right honourable friend had Rated, 
as two ftrong arguments, that on the ift of June, Sir Charles 
Grey felt no immediate uneafmefs with refpect to the fecurity 
of the i/bmds, that he had difpatcbed thofe four regiments to 
St. Domingo, and that he had fetout on his return to this coun- 
. try. If during the length of time which afterwards inter¬ 
vened, before any reinforcement arrived, feme danger had inter¬ 
vened, which be in the fir if in fiance could not fort-ice, that 
was a point afterwards to be argued, and it would remain 
to be enquired into, whether that interval was imputable 1 to 
the omiflion or negligence of mini iters, or to any other cable 
for which they were not refponfible. 

Mr. Francis fa id, that be would put the quell ion upon, a 
fliort iflue. W as Sir Charles Grey perfe&ly fatisfied of the 
fccurityof the iilandsj from the cirebmftance of being in pof- 
,$fmon of a force fully fufficient for their ’dpfenc^or from the 
.expedfation of the arrival of 'a greater. reirilWemcnt ? 

General Farhtat conceived that it would fee found on in- 
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quiry,' M Jilt f-Charlfi\Grcy, -in feodinrGeneral 

r^nforceffliot W. St. Qdfcgo, had h«t ( f<$»W<$ hi* own# 
cretion, but. obeyed a pofi®L>rder from mrrrapient. 

Mr. ; Sheridan fold he unload-that 8ir:.C?Mfjes Orey.vw»- 
always of opinion that the n*bvhich heftad was mfomefont 
for the fecurity of the iflands.^Kr Charles Grey never did, 
never could make a declarationVhat, thofe iflands could be 
retained without an additional foM^Was not,,the inference 
then which the right honourable g|H|taan obvioufly meant 
to draw from his ifotemeot»,that Sir Grey, on leaving 

the iflands, was perfe&ly fttisfied to their iecurfty, 

and the adequacy dr , the force left t«%^K them/ Was "it, 
likely , that Sir Charles Grey, would hay^tded as he did, 
except in the Conviction that a larger force w\mbe fent out 
for their protection ? He mu ft perfift therefordWfcWs motion 
for the attendance of Sir Charles Grey, and the 
he would aik him was, “ Whether, upon ienJin ^Kfet the 
regiments and leaving the iHands, he thought ti • Jj&i*J^ate 
of fecurity, except on the fuppofition of the dnrLl of ad¬ 
ditional reinforcements.’ 5 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faicl, that as this motion, 
he foppofcd, was to come on with the, others, he fhould not 
take up the time of the Houfe in arguing.it at prefent. But 
he was fore th^ere was no man who entertained a more exalted 
opinion of Sir Charles Grey than his right honourable friend, 
who would be as anxious to defend that .gallant officer, as any 
of thofc who appeared, to be his warmeft friends. He was 
alfo fore, that no man who kn^tr his right, bonopfable friend, 
would ever accufe hin^oi wiihing to fhift refponfibility from 
his own (boulders t^»<w’thofc of any officer whatever. As to 
what Sir OadeSi< 4 rey’s opinion was, it appeared to him paft 
all doubt; bopauje he might undoubtedly, as Commander in 
Chief, have yetaipod thofc troops which he font to St, Do¬ 
mingo ; what put the matter put of-all doubt however was, 
that Sir Charles the Weft indies. How could it 

beluppofcd, that aj* officer,^than wborh one more gallant and 
.;brayt never was employed, upon any (twice, would have 
Quitted his poft if he conceived there was any danger to Sa 
apprehended l Moft-undoubtedly not. So far, therefore, 
.. from conveying any thing; like an imputation upon that of¬ 
ficer, the truth'pf his «g|.t honourable fiend’s aflWtimmfted 
upon the Highj4pjr$fc entertained of his (Sir Charles Grey?*) 


gallantry. ; bad.faid, ',thatbe,'«ras 

fur£ whetlfcr^ for- an ihquif;;.. vigil he had 


jfeca;t«e papers for lvliich he moved. The Impropriety, there- 
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for*’'of gpW into a. committee to e/mine a general officer, 

expedition mtru#*> hj^lpfodt, >tift 
EcjSpj^cnt tdthe.ffriuJe. ' afv ■ ^ :. *. 

admitted that tfae dfohmct of Sir Charles Grey 
could hot be required ti.Il the Jr,lion of inquiry wis decided ; 
‘hut he contended that the nW>l’ r <» which ths name of thjsgaT- 
Jant commander had been bought forward,, furiiifhed of itftHf 
,‘a cogent ground for an iy£,Jtry, and fuch as the Houfeougfrt 
hot to relift. Sir Cl» v „,*Grey might think himfelf at liberty 
to quit the ifhnds, ia ~ r f ailurance that a reinforcement was 
Coming out, andofficer appointed fay his M^jefty 
to aftume the corMf ',,£^ That was no reafon why an infer¬ 
ence ifaould be d^lyfaV^hat he was perfe&ly fetish cd wish re- 
fphdl to the Jj|^wrify of the iflands, if that reinforcement did 
not arrivej^p'hiit had been attempted that hight, furuithed 
an iJIuof the modern doctrine of difcuffioti without 
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could he aidertained. In the preffnt inft.mce, they attempte d 
to firmer themfelves under the opinion of a refpeatable com¬ 
mander, refufing at the fame time to bring forward the papers 
which were neteflary, in order to fbew on what grounds and 
principles that opinion was founded. Had not the prtdenf 
explanation taken place, they would have had the' advantage 
of their unfounded inference, and the mifrepr dentation of 
the opinion of Sir Charles would have gone abroad to the 
country. He wtfhcd the papers to be brought-forward, and 
to be made the fubject of inquiry. The decifioo wouid then 
y c fl, not on his opinion, or on that of Sir Charier Grey; it 
would be determined not by hypothecs, but ,by fedfssnd by 
evidence; in that way only the real merits of die cafe could 
be afeertained. 

The queftion was then put and carried, that the debate 
Uiowld be adjeurned to Thurfcfay ths twenty-eight inftant. 

Mr. Grey t vrho hadbecu abfent duringthe con variation, a«d 
who entered as the Speaker was pulling the queftmrt to ad¬ 
journ, laid that he mu ft beg to detain the Houfq^ura few 
moments. Many ailufions,,he under ft ood.bad been |qft made 
to a character in. whom be was highly, interefted. "When on 
a former occafioa be decided that wwou’4 pot interfile Ip 
thfi^jibjedl of .ddb^tfe^ \t was ,faecaufe t^e^^ition to vfb,otp be 
tiled had enjoined fatm *»dt to iiatc aoy .ihwRWshich he might 
i»«i coll.ac.1 from ^is 

ujion his authont)-. .With «us injunit^o.i».fMifc- 

^ . liroiis 
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firou? t$ $ 
molt earnc 

ip{timt^a m& * 
fo V a| wp ooftftfoent 
therefore,beg* fogt no iti 

fuppQfefoopinioo of that pe . . , . 

vMz#i explained the gruirndt^S principles pjxm wfrfoh that 

opinion was founded. Thus ifflth be found it neceffary to 
Rite, (q juftice to a charter w ^^ji c had every reafou to 
tefpeft and love. He therefore bc^&v^at if any opinion of 
that pcrfop bad been brought foivwt i^vl any inference at¬ 
tempted to ,be founded upon it, that j||yidence fhotild Be 
refuted which .was .oeceiTiry to e!udW''T|L futjech and that 
alj the cucumpanccs of the cafe would u*do^p the Futltefl and 
tti# minute ihytftigation. Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Finn av, April 22* ^ 

Tvjr, Serjeant Mair concluded his reply tb^writ of 
erior in the cafe of rhe city of London and die cor portion of 
Lynn, after Which the Lord Chancellor proposed a queftton 
of law to be put to the learned Judges, to which the lord* 
agreed, and the. qutfhon was ordered, to he put .accordingly. 

Receded fcvcial Bilk from the Common*, which were read 
a firft time* Adjourned. 


w** 


HOUSE OF COMMQN8. « 

FhlO^y, April 22. 

Leave Wa$Mvq$to Whig m a Bill to allow the retail of hfli 

in Bill»»g4wc . , u 

Leauofrs oftate, Tatterlhall Inclqfure, and Bolton road 
Bills were read $ tfc|in| thtoe, and palled. 

‘ Afcl>Jfff<W*AL tM oft WINK. 

/On the qiotiorff&rrL? ! «oadakment of foe Bill for hapofmg 
0 addition w #ftry hth imPBf * 

' [ yk» moved, tba# % be as >Wftn*$ion to foe committee, 

to lhaittf* 'provjfitMi"for prohibiting aueBonecr* footii felling 
any Wines, except it 'foiphhe proved to the commi&onets of 
extUe that all‘duties Whatever, fewer been paid on the feme. 

Ah prwifionmylevete, ^dwftattpi 
“.''to whftm a ia%B quantify of wine 

tew * 1 tf: * *** 


ed'tbe caffe 6f V 
Should tfc 
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of it i in that cafc» it would be extror^ly hard to apply the 
tax, and when applied, very fore onjf# individual. 

*■ Mr* R$t kid, that without fowJHuch proviiiba, the t.tx 
would lofo its draft. f ', 

Mr. Sbrrirfan laid* if it wa^o/mt that it was necefTary to 
prove that the wine had paid tjf , .iw duty, it was very haul, 
that any part of a private by* .’idual’s ftodc, which he mrisht 
have hud befoi e the tax, W uld be compelled to pay it. He 
thought the tendency oi tl. h a provifion highly object enable, 
and wiflied, in Head o*. i { o extend the tax to private gentle¬ 
men as well as tip r .‘‘dealers; if a regulation could he 
adopted to prevci|C b, r e officers from accefi. to genrlem^ns’ 
hbufes. It was eft. * fcveie on the public, who could not 
lay at a ftock oC/x ioe, to paj three fhiUings and in.pence a 
bottle, whriu^tlemen, who had a floe k by them for three or 
iOUf ycALj/*^ iid drink it for about two fhillings a bottle. 

Afyjr 1 * t >\ words hom Mi. Rofe, the Houle divided— 
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The Houfe then rtfoived itftlf into a committee, and after 
fome time the chaiiman was duelled to report progid, and 
alk led ye to ft ..gam. 

The Houfe being icfymed, the chairman of the committee 
reported and mm ed accordingly. 

Rdolvt d, 'ITit this Houfe wii{. on Monday morning next, 
rtfolvc it. elf, into a committee to coufuler hart lie r ot the laid 
brl!. 


Mr G*r faid, the principal papers, whi^h be had moved to? 
in contemplation of a motion of which he had given notice 
generally bung at p/efent on the table, be rofe to give »uti- e 
that he intended to fubmit certain refoluuons on Tuefdiy tir 
eighteenth of May, refpefting the grofs mifapphearion of the 
public money, and flagrant violation of the kw, which hr 
thought he fhotild be able cltarly to make out by the p»pot» 
which had bccnfurniflied to the Houfe, after his. repeated MR* 
to tmntflers for them. If ha fucceeded in carrying the 
reftdutions, he Taid he intended to follow them,up with a 
metton foi impeaching rnimffcrs. 


WOO TAX. 

' Mr. /W faid, that on account of the ab&ttpeof fhe Cban- 
»t the Exchequer, he would pbftpone the committee on 
cfc# dog tax uli Monday the twenty-fifth jnftagqf, wiping it to 

> - be 
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be underftoe^ thaf fee c«d .'not give up the idea of reftw^ ' 
the proceed« ! #bf the- poerr*tgtes, and makiite tto differetree. 
between afTdfed and houfes. _ • . "** 

Mn-Siwridm&&not Tee^Lthis Bill f&rticulariy 

the attendance of the ChaiiOTfcr of the fcjfchequer, unleft 
fomeparticular regulation was fimndedvvdthregardto the dbg 
with the words “ the'right honouwble William Pitt,” oft his 
collar; which had been detected in^bh^t of worrying fheep, 
or to give him a fpecial licence to i^tp^the public expeiriee, 
Potiibly it was the.'honourable gentle.'^ s Hin tent ion to brirtj* 
in a cfeurfeto prevent any'crearure & ' fl ight honourably 
gentleman from. preying on thenub#* •'"^Wich a claufe fee 
could have i rtf objection. Mr. Sheridan fesio^he had read the 
BiU, 'and J'airiy. Weed he did not think a fing|y-laufe of it 
could-ftand, he would, therefore, advife the fraWSt^f it to 
withdraw .it.and prepare a fiew one; at leaft' hi. Re¬ 


commend it to the Secretary of the Treafury tg ^W&ihe 

rr>T^v, *• 


GENERAL JtfCLOSURE. 


Sir John Sinclair brought up the report of the fe?e& com- 
mittee. to whom the Bill for facilitating the ifmfion and in- 


ana ror removing certain icgai unauimjtcs, mat miglic Otiier- 

wife ft and in the way. of luch agreement, was committed. 
He f.iid, that from vhe;d;fEeulty <# making arrangements and 
remov ing legal'dr^biTitie^f was ni i tefi ; ary'' 'f6'makf.‘ a com¬ 
plete alteration in, the Bill: yet as all were agreed on the ge¬ 
neral printyjdc^ heiaw to ftdp tttf^ojjreft inns fi r ft 

a -a.. .^diild with to rfeter the renort tt 

, 1 

the_pufc- 



■ — > — J m, — — - — W -V - ■ v ^ t , " ^ 

"Ms. Btmkmtii debtert^v that if dfroeired fo him' to be more 


fpedling what proVtfionsdSf proper to adopt. ' 

Mr. Huffiy faidj his opinion that the country would 

thtlfn 1 m ' *ll«. ^L^.. Jti t 


find fhemfefve^ d&|^intcjl, in the e^pe&atkmsi rtfcy , 

iia^if&retirce- 

ijnqufped; ^ecaUfc it fltd Jot go to the root of the evil, and 

a B 2 could 


■. '» 
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could do little or nothing towards ba^eringthe cirtumflanccs 
of the poor of this country. Ifa^yrKament wiftled to take 
any tffedfuah fttp, any f’alutarj^Veafure ii> tfcis way, they 
ought, limine, to bring in Jb'fi f°r dividing and imrloiing 
fhe whole of the King’s ford? *?i*d die croWn lands. While 
W.e were giving bounties f ' ; -' grain from foreign markets, 
there was land enough inyvfc forefts and waftes, which lay 
idle and dormant, if^^imed, to fupply abundantly the 
wants of the whole If people. If thefe weie firft inclofed, 
then the whole ofafj'Z a He lands might in time be, in the 
fame manner, rgjf h^W. Till that were done, in was in 
wain to be ureinjr ,,v'.»iEes of a partial nature and not at all 
likely to provcjj^Stuan 

Mr. Leghari laid, he agreed with the honourable gcntle- 
riemanjjt^ipoke lait, that the King’s forefls ought to be re- 
~c!ain^F*f g\he trie of the country, lie war, however, never- 
rhdpf; ref Opinion, that much good would be afreded by the 
vc0j ‘.^"ofure propofed} and for that reafon he would give 
toe lfilL)nV»-’.ccidtd iupport. 

Gttt/ain Berkeley faid, as tlie Bill affected the whole L ruled 
imereft of the country, mote time ought to be given. T hough 
much remained to be done. Oil. 1 the report ought to be referred 
to the conftderation ot gentlemen, became this would be 
paving the way to future improvements. 

Lad lihiffield thought, that whether the Bill were to pr<is 
in the prefen t lcflion or not, It ill it was,.definable that it fltould 
be re-committed : for, even fuppofiog it,did not pafs now, it 
would be better to have the Bill printed, and go uuo the coun¬ 
try for general infpection. 

Mr. jPrtoyr faraiyif it was intended that the Billfhould pafs 
in the preftut fefTjco, a delay at this period of « might prove 
inconvenient, becaufc many gentlemen materially inter died 
might he prevented from attending. 

Sir “John 5W«;> {aid,; he c«ttainly wifbed the Bill might 
‘pafs this jhefent fefKon. • fl«-jfpo(e»-tilutility of general 
inctofures j and obferyed, that the report being couhdeied, 
cduld ip ■ hb degree jprtsrlude the good eftedts Wdjdh, he '.Was 
aware, would be owing td fucimi tneafure. He thyi moved, 
“ That the Bill be printed, and that the report be referred to 
committee of the’Houfe on Wcdoddny the fourth of Mayi” 
which was ordered accordingly. Adjourned. ■ v; 


a 
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HOUte OF LORDS. 

April 25 . ; 

Went through thtf Bills the ta ^?Y ^ 

EarJ MrirAt Debtor ana^^ditor Bill wa? pat off. 

Adjourned- 

I » » ‘ 

HOUSE OF C^MONS 

., , ., Monday, 4^^, 

Mr. £^hrought in a : Bill for pi* s ,%p unlawful com* 

nations atfiong workmen m the 3* ,."«£«* ;«&*«$, ®»d 
for the net ter regulation of their wages, ^tch was. read * 

firft time, and ordered to be read a f«amL _ ^ 

ton drainage, anc nair 1 — 1 * -- ^ 

a third time and pnfied* 


W r 

» 1 
' <* 


don-bridge and ureenwten, a™ w " 

employment. Leave was granted,and Mr Alderman Ander- 
{( J Mr. Alderman LuAwtgton, the Lord.Mayor and City 

members defired to prepare and bring it in. 

Mr. A&imoariug brought up the report of me. committee, 
with the amendments on the 1M1 to prevent frauds m the late 
of hay and ttraw, when the Bill was Ordered to be printed, 
and d- report tafed»fnWfuithereo«fidertticni next f nuriday. 
A ":nei 1 a 2 re frpdiHlie Lords announced”* be paffittg of feverai 


'W 

7 * 


V.. JOiiRNAAS.Q^TKE HOir S e. ,.... 

^Tfc f Shakir'- fsiil* that he hadjreceiycd a kucr from the per- 
fon awo. need toffee-andniJex-to the eleven iat volumes of 
.4 thif journals of for.HoW* Worming. him that the work was 
dotBpletedj life therlforekbbttght proper, to; fuggeft to the ljpufe 
x 'ihi^lWipfiety. of stppoiatthg t Committee to examine 
: hjSexj- arid report their Opinion upon it.. • A raotitin to that 
d&&.,was according!jfjpwde and agreed ; to. , ; ■ u 

WINE tit/TV »IM.. 


'a 


, < ' - • 1 

Mr. Rtfe fold, tWe Was an irregularity in this Bill, which 
would perhaps reader it necefthry to withdraw it, and to intro¬ 
duce a new ISiH j a c&ufe /xcfpedmg aufboneei* felling wrr.c 
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bad been by miftukc infettd in theJjf»» without the confent 
of the Houfe ; k certamlv was hisdlfrenusn to have moved 
for leave to introduce luch a cl v/t an{ i * (ter he had obtained 
leave* k would have been /»nave put it in the Bill, but 

it was infer ted befoie he had JthtOugh the necdTary form j 
he fhould therefore move for/' -c to withdraw it. 

Mr. SL > id an Cud, he not rile to object to the motion, 
he was in hope-', howcV'. that the honourable gentleman 
would havefoundotbg * f to ground motion on. He 
hadalrtany ftated, jp*/ - Uiought it very imptoper that the 
fiock of perfons Jr [ f wine fliould have been taken before 
the Bill had ptfleO \ law, and he was totally at a tofs to 
know how the d-**>*“coulil attach, or any penalt\ mi cafe 
of telling it, uani the old du-i.'s only, could be laid befoie 
that law haef^ally been decreed. A calc he faid, had h. p- 
pened tk,,’^ P)V r»ing, wnere a perfon had lent our v, ir:e to ins 
cuftcjy ,t* a dent d with t^e eftarpe of the old dimes only, 
vndlf .*■ ^fe ofherr had fciztd the wine. He wanu J ts> 
kii'ir jt hat authority the cxufe officer had iu«dc that 
future. 

Air* Rtf? faid, he believed the honour blc ccntlctr. 1 1 id 
been mihnformeJ upon the fubjeeb—the ltoclc o1 Me vmv 
m merchants had uodouotcdly burn taken, .un a note idt wtu 
them, fluting, that fuch might become I alue to .» Out}, heic- 
afnrto be tropoltd by parlrn.ent, of which he might, or 
jn! v .f)tnot avail bimfeU in the me*.i time. 

7 he Bill was then withdrawn, and a new Bill ordered to 
be biought in. 

C ITV COURr OF CONflCtrKCI. 

Mr. Aldt ^m LvJ/foften moved, that the Bill for the 
lettci recom,, of nn.ilJ debts within the city of London, be 
/rada thru liMf 

Mr. JihL b« «ged once more to call the attention of the 
ilouft to tilts Bill, which appealed to him extreme 1) ubjedfci- 
o»«.blc in point of principle. 7 he objedl of it was to enable 
the court of Requtftv in London to try and determine, in 
cafes of debt up to five prunch in&ead of forty /hillings, which 
was now the extent of its jurudtChcm. He beggeJ to obferve, 
that thi.4 court was r Aalliflidd by authonty pot the rnoti 
favourable to the trial by jury 1 It was eftabhftied by council 
in the re«vn of Henry yilL confirmed by an a& of Jurats i. 
r and alter wa ds by an aft of George II. about fprtt year S ago. 
jPf The HouL in lift perceive that the efifeit of this Bill would be 
to. take away the trial by jury in a great variety of cafes, and 

HI 
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in lieu thereof, tog' ve "VUnim<uy jurifdi&ion to theft* com* 
miffioners. One of the^L-umenfs ta favour of this Bill was 
the difference in the valuea^nonry now* and at the time the 
eftablifhment was made; «k argument however went to 
prove that this principle oi^L,o |, e adopted generally all 
over the kingdom, and Witney in the city of London, 
which certainly was the place thijkeaft of all others that rc- 
quned fuch a ugulation, tecau/V» had two other eoum, 
viz. the A lay ot ’s com t, nd the couit, who were 

competent to riy caufes of this defc!***" • , and they had this 
advantage, that very able lawyers pr j, ;n them, and the 
trial was by jury, whp weie certain’ fjn competent to 
decide upon H queftinn of debt as the..! . dinners. Many 
quefiions of law myht aufi it this court,Atoon ./hich toe 
comtuiffioners co»i!d not be competent to decij\^ irnculartv 
upon the ftatuteof limit it.ois and the llamte of •■tiwis*; 
tlieir mode of pioce* dtnp, rflfo, hy taking the oath *<C \vty. 
Was in opnofition to tne general pru up!c ot the Fnj> "v*. 

He underftood tl .it a plan had b*en m aguation~t > j, 
foffions a power to try tautes to th amount of" tut 1 pounds, 
but he did not know wh'*t»,r r it was t > be tunied uit v too eu- 
tjon ; at all eve nts ho vtu*r upon tl e ifto.'iids he h?d ftated, 
no fhould oppot* rh * 1MJ, the 'hud uaoii.g of which be moved 
to be pnftponcd for ton e mo.it! s. 

Ml. Rjhmjon i; >ke a^ainit the Bill, as tend.ng to 

t»kf awa ( the t»iJ by jury. 

I 'he Vt r >. .on? uf i'h' Ex,' qutr lamented that gentlemen 
*■ id not f.ve.i this fubjetft moie conlideiatton, and he con- 
tefkd that he h-id not hirnfelf revolved it in his mind with 
lefficient attention. It would undoubtedly be a verv dnir-t 
able nrcumftancs, if fume plan coold be devi ed for trying 
caufes of this defcription, and at the lam<* time rt taming Junes, 
and dimfniihiiig the ^e!ay and expense of the procteJing$$ 
the gcnilcftyen, uho propofed thfs Bill, he uas pei iaaded 
would mhn.vely prefer,» pbn of that kind, if it could le ef- 
k iTf M this advanced fVai« of the feffions, he thought it 

Inward a Bill of this nature- 

M&.J llqermav LufinHgtm agreed vuth the right honourable 
gentleman, but obierved, that* although there were two other 
courts in the cirv for taking cognizance of fmalj debts, yet 

*" 8 \ f wtt * n courts was enoimuus, when cora- 

patea with tbefum couteifed, and the expence of obtaining & 

. ”* Jr° urt of confciwice. He had, however, no 

objeaiott to feo&pdne the Bill for th? prefent. 

The third of'the was then put of for three 
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iw COLONEL CAWT1 

m;: that he W^.^*^***?^ 
■JM*§ lie. was.WQjiie-iWi ever crJ^* nc 4 intfafe^pfroon he befo>«- 

taken i*uo Cmiilderation (he twrp^fifjitV'^ffAtib 

a&V and'&*t John 14£>» Uwrfcbme, Fiq. b^rrfkd’t«> 

attend t i« his place occafen. " *‘*,' 1 ■’ _ . 

- £wrf Wf//;, >, thoughtthe Houfc had aot hadEf¬ 
ficient time to cap.V 1 ifce prma^ngs ; 
maa hiihfcif wS i <J fete ijis defence to* the Hoiifr, he. 
t hoj ght there objedliotr to- fulbfHtbte' Monday 4io 

jjkcotjd“<>f MaifinSfead of Friday the tweo(y^iaih inferif.' 
Mr. ha^tud a few words to the dime: purpofe j'after 



tcLJ^u jjus^hce op that occdion. 


^ ' . £K>C TAX* ■ ‘ •' ,k ' ’ * '* 

The order of the day. having, been moved, by Mr r Dent, 
and read,, for the Houle to rtrfolvV itk-lf into a committee on 
this. Dili i and the auefuun being put for the Speaker leaving 

* ' 4 * | « j t ** % 1 1 

the ehair. ■ lt . . - . 

, Jdr. SUtidfni, (aid, fee eipeeled that a motion Whu'cT have 
been made to withdraw the Bill, a.n$'<q|j that account he for- 

• /4**v»mr» a iit*lt!C miiiiffotf-c tfi finvv* 5itmfK#*r 


able, throughout before* 'ffltt ^ry' that it 

was fo-} i t appealca• to • him .*' l|^pi^p*pe«e^ for, the priths 

and preemption oi* thefc Aey ymain * 

fcatjn that Hpufe many Chan- 

teiiori 10 &°r: 

mrn ot fear.ee dutt>^e .-.M 1 ) *1. 

be better: for, them tplmc;jjiSm $'k'i 

Rfeiftm p^^onofthc .fffiWfeeing. 

taxes,. Shcy^ft 4Nm^,t^^hjji|y,for .the tef 

<ta» !*» 

oitkolc Wikis thesf "**•**'«*«** «w , MW» con- 
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to propoi'c a tax on vvha\^ er fuLjct he thought- proper, but 
ihc quell ion at pivfent b«^e them did not, by any happy 
exctcife of that difcrctionAk^ r much encouragement for 
other gentlemens imitation. knew no: whether the ho¬ 
nourable mover of the Bill mutated upon Pythagorean 

principles, to purfue at prefent tS®k refentments or antipathies 
whn.h he might hri/c conceived ii\ns former (fate of exift- 


eiKc again ft a race '4 animals to diftingudhed as the 

friend* and favouiitc-s of men ; he w^pdfyr.dertakc however 
to (hew that the prcicut Bill vv'.s not ■ ■ \35ble in any of its 
proviftors. ;7S 

In legat'd to the Bill itfelf, he ncvc- £l ' ‘*»ie more extra¬ 
ordinarily worded j tin- folly cf ir extended t^n to the title j 
the title jfhould have been a tax Bill, it was tr^rthclefsen¬ 
titled “■ A Bill for the better protection of the ^Ivjhiis an.i 
property of his JVLjehyta fuhjrcts agrinft the vfing 

•from the mcrcafe ol dogs, by lubjedting the ke, XiH'jjjor 
having fuch dogs, to a duty," Hence, bilk-ad of fu,-, 
a* d generally had been fuppofed, that dogs were.better tnan 
watchmen for the protection of property, people might be led 
to imagine, that dogs were guiby of half the burglaries ufually 
committed, and that thi* was u new difeovery. 

In the preamble there was the fame fingtdar ipccies of phra- 
uoiotrv—-it bee an with Rating that “ Whereas great and 

v- 4 • - O Cl 

leo.-u* dangers, injuries and inconveniences,”—[He begged 
the Houfe would admire the beauty of that climax]—“ and 
more dpecully the calamities of canine madnefs, of late 
alarmingly increafing, frequently happen to tite pcrlons oj hi* 
nrajefty’s .fubje&s, and to their cattle and ocher properry.” 
It certainly was by no means exti.'.ordinary tliat a manta cat- 
tie fhould be injuied by the bite of a nud dog, but he couU 
not conceive what was meant t*y other prr>[ my, as he had 
never before heard that pfoperty could be ufleeted with the 
hydrophobia. In The jJdvoitrrsr^ a periodical paper pubiifhed 
by (he ingenious Dr. Hawkefworth, he rembereti, indeed, a fort 
of humourous account of a dog that bit a hog in the ftrcct<- 
the hog bit a farmer, and the farmer bit a cow ; and, whan 


was moft extraordinary, each conveyed his peculiar quality to 
the other; the hog barked like a dog, the farmer grunted like 
a hog, arrd the cow did the be ft (he could to talk i ike the far¬ 
mer. He fhould have imagined that there mult have been 
forncthing like this difpofrtion in inanimate things alio, by the 
honourable gentleman’s looking fo very carefully after pro¬ 
perty ; for, tmlefs «m inftancc had occuried of furniture’s be¬ 
having in-a disorderly manner, or a dumb waiter’s barking 
Vol. IV, 1796, 2 C With 
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with the hydrophobia, he conceited * phrafe could not 
have been introduced. jT 

[The houfe was in a loud a^ pteeflant roar of laughter, 
during tht whole of this fpeech JBr 

The next part of the Bill hd^pto notice was a claufe, the 
bkt*k of which he hoped w«#never be filledit folcmnly 
ifated, “ for and in refpedl mp' vet y f uc h dog,- and for and in 
refpedt of every fuch bitch w a fum hereafter to be fixed was 
to be paid, and a regifteijpuch payments polled on the church 
door, where the parted pfide. If the Bill therefore palled, 
>they ought to paC^* jther to enlarge all the church and 
chapel doors thrtjf the kingdom, for what with one tax 
and another, a rr w c the perfons liable to the payment of 
which was to baps&wion church doors, no modern church 
of chapel doon/vould be capable of containing a regifter of 
them all. Jfljcunderftood the interiorJpace of thofe edifices 
was in^jp wfl capacious enough for the reception of thofe who 
frcqujBjLviem ; but to contain fuch regifters as were now 
pro®^- /-would, he feared, be too much for the gates of any 
moJ&K ecclefiaftical ftru&ure. 

The way iri which the Bill propofes to enforce its provifions, 
he. dogmatized as moll unprincipled, cruel, and inhuman. 
He particularly adverted to the claufc in which it was propofed 
“ that no perfon or perfons fball be liable toanyfulr, a&ion or 
information, conviction, penalty, or punifhmcnt, for or on 
account of the killing, deftroying, or converting to his, her, or 
their own ufe, any dog or dogs, bitch or bitches, for which tin* 
keeper or owner thereof fhuli not have paid a certain fum." 
If this claufe were to remain, and any perfon did dt-ftroy or 
convert, as the phrafe is, another iwri'on’s dog, he would molt 
probably a flu me that it was not paid for, Orotherwife by what 
means could it commonly be proved? v 

So far the Bill was repugnanwtothe principles of humanity, 
fince it was nothing lefs than a death-warrant to that 
valuable race of animals. He. wanted to know alfo, what 
’ principle the.Bill a&eb upon, that the fame privilege fhould 
not be.given for converting horfes, fince there was a certain 
fpeejes of dogs, fuch as pointers, fetters, &c. that Were fcarCely 
lefs valuable." According to the fame mode of reaforting, ex¬ 
tend it to the Bill.for enforcing the ftamp duty upon hats, and 
you make fure pf a general ferambk for hats for which the 
wearers have not paid the duty \ but apply it to the hair-powder 
licence, and the confequenee.,muft be, that every informer fhall 
be authorifed to convert to bis own hie the head of any man 
who ventures to wear powder,.and has dot paid the' duty; 

-. It 
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It was true that after anwerfon had loft his dog in this man¬ 
ner, a claufe was provided n|*gcby he might bring an aftiori, 
and maintain a right to recouMbrnages 'from the converter ; 
but how would it happen if twfBtg, ft Hi fond of his former 
attachments, fhould follow mafter ? That u$fter 

mighty in iuch cafe, be whipped akndog-ftealer, though he 
fhoultl afterwards gain an action toq^nye the profecutftr the 
thief. The deprivation in this inftaj^fevas not all > by tHe 
general daughter which the tax woe ^^cafion, they were/ 
liable to convert into ferocity that mild T s /v*inane character 
which hid hitherto been the pride of English¬ 

men. Were the national manners likely to ok iimproved by a 
fyftetn which tended t© familiarife and reconcSydie eyes of 
the rifing generation to the fpeflacle of feeing tMi^animal's 
fuughtcred or hanging at their doors, which th^lS^^een 
jeeuftotued to confi-der as their friends and play 
The charge of ingratitude would alio lay againft uv.^mpt 
fuch a decree of maiTacre againft thefe ufeful anivnls, at the 
very time when they acknowledged them as allies of the com¬ 
bined powers and when their brethren formed a part of that 
o.mb'mc.i army in Jamaica, which was fighting fuccefsfully 
againft the AJaroons, and fuppcxrting the caufe of order, 
humanity, and religion. 

He came at laft to one qualify ing claufe, which was intended 
to eruci, that puppies, when bom, fijould not be liable to the 
penalty. He wiftied to know at what time they were to be 
made liable, and by what parifh regifhsr they were to acquire 
the knowkdge of the birth of puppies, for he thought there 
would be fonts difficulty in getting people to come forward and 
record the precife hour at wnich the bitch litters. A dodirine 
had been inculcated that dogs devour the fuftcnance of thfe 
poor; and therefore they were to be placed in the ftate of a 
befieged garrifon, and iced upon the fare of dogs and cats. 
The bill in this inftance tended to defeat its own object; 
could it be fuppofed that the poor, at this moment of dearth and 
icarcity, could afford to divide their fcanty meals’ with fuch 
animals; and if they did, .what was the eonchifrun, but that 
they would rather deprive themfclves of feme of the necdTaries 
of life, than lofe their dumb, but faithful companions. Upon 
the lcore, of humanity he had- ft ill another <obje£Uon to offer. 
If the bill pafted, there would be fo many dogs knocked oh the 
head; that it would tend stoharden the minds of the common 
people to feenes and adts of cruelty and murder, and the mere 
light of fo many curs hanging at the doors of the lower orders 
<U people, already too frequently complained of for their 

2 C 2 brutality 
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brutaliiytofpeechlefs animals, nypt lead to far more fata! 
confequences. If the tax wcreJrjJied only upon hounds and 
fpoiting dogs, fie fhould oppok^fbecaule it would tend to the 
diminution of the few ply^is which induce gentlemen to 
/pend their fortunes on the^^i eftates. Upon tiiefe grounds 
4 hs wifhed the bill might njfe e perfifted in. 

, The Secretary at IV ar^„ru, he did not mean to obje£i to the 
..whole of the Bill, bulT^ part of it only. He thought a tax 
Upon all fporting djWfj-^lr, becirufc they were a kind of luxury, 
and their ownersaffl|u 8< afFord to pay. There appeared how- 
. .aver a paffion, fmjg '^and enmity aginft the canine race in the 
..formation of th^E^^Athat amounted really to an extermination 
of the fpecies. jp^fKitrlhe tenor of it he fhould have been apt 
foimagined^S A&aeon had revived, or that fome fabulous 
• divioities^Jjpl descended to pronounce an eternal ban and curfc 
on ,-yle race of dogs. They certainly at times were 
dj|^r^fer ie » am ! he had t ^ at; inconvenience, but he fhould 
loth to have avenged himfelf upon the whole fpc-cies, 
ifRLuifequence of a little temporary inconvenience. It was 
unworthy t&is or any country, to levy a rate on any animal he- 
caufe that animal was not employed in tilling ground, or becaufe 
,«f) e P oor might feed on dog’s flefh. The conclufion that natu¬ 
rally rtfuked from the general tenour of the Bill, and the argu; 
ments that had been urged in fupport of it, warranted the idea, 
that it was generally admitted, that there was not room enough 
on earth for men and dogs. The honourable gentleman had 
entered into a number of calculations, to (hew the number of 
dogs, and the quantity of provilions they confumed, he feemed 
to have forgotten that there was a great body cf wafte which 
they deftroyed, which, if they were, annihilated, would become 
a greater nuiiance... He feemed to imagine, that all therefore 
now given to dogs, would go to human creatures. No foch 
thing, dogs confomed a great quantity of offal, which could 
not well be otherwife difpofrd of, and confequemly his calcu¬ 
lation on the fcore of provifions confumed was exceedingly 
erroneous. He had alfo excited an alarm upon this head, by 
obferving that population increafes with provifion. It un¬ 
doubtedly did, hut not if there he a greater quantity of provi- 
iions than the confomers require. How much of the pro¬ 
duce of the earth goes toother purpofes than the food of man l 
Docs not the honourable gentleman himfelf give to his ooach- 
horfes and his faddle-horfes, what would ferve for human 
food ? When the fuftenance of men was confrdered, their 
comforts and well-being muff .alfo- be contidcred j if they 
were pot, fociety would revert to rudenefs and barbarifm. 

With regard to that part of the bill which related to the dogs 

of 
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of the poor, his otWlions were two numerous to repeat. 
Some dogs are retaii%fby the poor as implements utf trade, 
and the legiflature ou^j^ot to tax the means of living, but 
the expenditure of the pjHUe. Some were retained for their 
companionable qualities,t?Hj(|ch did credit to both parties, and 
when the protection and w'».3fcng attachment of a dog was re¬ 
membered, it is unkind to pi^jfofc any plan which Should tend 
to deftroy him. Dogs kept f^ftfoordng were peculiar to the 
rich, and though he did not arraign fporting, he 

thought it not the higheft fort of '^{einent, inafmuch as it 
reduced the hunter to the conditions‘^he animal he hunted. 
With the rich it might be taxed, h, the poor the afi'ec- 

tion for a dog was fo natural, thiiiiV and painting it 

had been conftantly recorded, and in any\tft of domeftic re- 
prefentation, we fcarcely lee a picture without. If the rich 
man feels a partial ty for a dog, what mull a do who 

has fo few amufements ? He would be deftirui^j§ffi&Mit one. 
It is the companion of his laborious hours, hi.>V>V£ui he is 
bereft of his wife and children, fills up the drear vaCuffy. It 
is a well-known fa& that Alexander Selkirk, upon wbofc 
narrative the ftory of Robinfoxi Crufoe was founded, fought 
the fociety of every animal upon the defart illand, except 
thofe he was obliged to kill for food. That was his greatefe 
fatisfaclion, and a dog affords a fimilar fatisfadlion to the poor. 
Would the houfe then lacrihcc that honeft, virtuous fatisfac- 
tion ? An honourable gentleman behind him (Mr. Buxton) 
difapproved of any difference between the poor and rich, be- 
caufc he wiihed for equality, forgetting that equal burdens are 
laid upon unequal powers, and that they Ought to be propor¬ 
tioned in the fame manner as rewards ami punishments. But 
although be wiihed the tax to be levied upon fporting dogs, he 
was a friend to the game laws, and to ariftocratical diftino¬ 
tions, and he thought ail the arguments th.it had been urged 
againlt the game laws were recommendations in their favour, 
provided they were not prefling. He did not think that poor 
men kept dogs for the deltrudtion of game, and he lived in a 
game country where he was qualified to judge; if a poacher 
even wanted a dog for that purpole he could afford to pay for 
it. As to the worrying of (beep, the dogs commonly kept by 
poor people were too fmall, for the dogs that worry fteep are 
painters, hounds, lurchers, guard-dogs, Sic. arid whenever 
they are once guilty of that vice, they will never leave it off 
till they are deftroyed, but dead or alive they haunt the animal, 
and have been known to tear the Ikins intan tiers* yards. 5 He 
felt iu perfebl conformity with his honourable friend, when he 
did not with, to leave any alMincnt on the poor j if people fo 

poor 



becaufe it was a f 
The dog is a romp. 
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' poor and tiiftrcftadas forr.u were who t dogs, would depr : 
thcmfelvcs of part of their food to kegjf'dofr, that was the h ‘ 
argument for the value of the animjjFjfid he knew if they w< 
afldled, how likely they wouhy^tio be taken up hy f t* 
pari& officers. An honoural'jCjpVcnd (Mr. Buxton) b. i 
faid that no perfou who rectivtC'dief from the pnrifh, ought 
to be allowed to keep a dog.yp differed itom him in op'» 
nkm, becaufe the whole of labourers are io habie to ap - 
ply for relief, on accoui 
and expenditure, that 
to it. It would bed t 

every man would revolt from, 
‘orrxofhe folitary man, and to the man of 
family, k playfelloaflor his children - t thefe eonfideratiom in¬ 
duced him 1a JhP lhAt ^tisfa6l)&n to be preferred to the poor. 
The fecr^jfj Jt war taidj he ted, been led on by the fobjett 
furtherintended, but he could not think of lacrificing 
an y m J^y^ings to interefl fo peculiar to his own, 
Adr.^R®X. Pe£tcn faid, heobje&ed to the general principle 
of the bill. The moft beggarly nation would not adopt a mea- 
fure calculated to exterminate the whole of the canine fpecies ; 
even in Turkey where the dogs are confide red as unclean 
beads, they are treated with fome degree of kindness. In 
fonre parts of Germany, dogs were taxed according to their 
fize, a regulation which, if it was to take place in this king¬ 
dom-, would fubjecl him to a Severe impoft, as he once weigh¬ 
ed one of his dogs againft a noblemawbin the other hotife, 
when the dog outweighed the peer by a’pound. 'I’he hang¬ 
ing of dogs would familiarize the people to barbarity, and trie 
circumftance of a park-keeper once killing a favourite fpar.id, 
belonging to him when he was a boy, and cutting the animal’s 
head oft’afttfwards with a hatchet, made fuch an impreffion.ou 
his mind, that neither had been, nor he was perfuaded ever 
would be crafed from his memory. Had he had the hatchet 
in his hand, and the park-keeper in his power at that time, he 
he could not now fay what might not have been the cunft- 
quence. How then could the houfe take upon itfcff to pro¬ 
nounce, that the poor man placed in a fimilar fituafiort would 
not be ad u a ted by fimilar feelings. As far as a tax on luxury, 
he had no objection to the bill; but the poor fhould certainly 
be exempted*. On the whole the bill appeared to him to be fo 

extreniely exceptionable, that he recommended it to be with- 

« * . * , * - ' 1 1 

drawm ;> 

sBuxten faid, he did not rile for the pur,pole of following. 
the honourable .'gentleman on the other fide-, or thcTiglit’bo- *" 
ncurabi^the' Te ret ary at war, in the very ingenious fpcc'ches 
, •’ they 
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they had nadej but X,foniething had been faid, infinuatfng 
that the i ipport'.Ts ofNfee tax were adluated by an inhuman 
piinciple, he fd: it inciraHLmt on him to fay for hirnfclf, that 
in the part he took in ioBL was fwayed by the moll pure 
principle', of humanity j coiw^h he conceived a meaCure to 
be found d, which avowedlyuSjd for its object giving food 
and raiment to the poor, and pafe/enring the wafte and coft 
which they inciored from an idlc^B^defs partiality. If a poor 
man kept a dog f u poaching, to dog away was to 

ferve him and*hi» family, as it took -;,'^Vthe very inftrument 
and inducement to prodigality, idlent^ s iS'ilofs of time. He 
believed he had as good means as ti , Vijjfcher gentleman of 
judging of the fact; and he could aver/lhat the really in- 
dutrrious poor frldom wifhed to keep a dog.^j^fides, as re¬ 
garding tiie animal itfeif, the bill was fraught w^ ^ui mauttY, 

the dogs.kept bv the poor being in general alma _2 

Mr. Dent (kid, he doubted not that thofe who /TWHtthfcd 
the- Bill fo ftrenuoufly, would return to their edit.-* 
much the happier .for the fpeeches they had delivered; for his 
own part he was Satished that by the conduct he had followed, 
he had done his duty. It was laid that every man fet up to be 
his own Chancellor of the Exchequer, and it appeared to him, 
thr-t every man fet up to be his own buffoon. By the prefeat. 
Bill, no intention prevailed to turn it in any refpe& to the pre- 
fcrvation of game. This was not its purpofe. It was faid. 
that a dog was a harmlefs play-fellow to the children of the 
cottager, but he had received a letter to fhew what kind of 
play-fellow it was. The letter ffated that a perfon who had 
fcven children, among whom his dog had been ufed to play, 
was bit by thisdog, and four of his children, in confequence 
of which, they had all died ofthe hydrophobia. At Manches¬ 
ter thirty-three perfqns. within a twelvemonth, had been ad¬ 
mitted into the infirmary, affeded with this defperate malady, 
and at Southampton two or three hundred pet Tons had been bit. 
Perhaps therefore it would be as much to the credit of gentle¬ 
men, if they ferml the caufe of humanity ferioufly, before 
they indulged them fdves in amufingthe Houfe with theflafhes 
of their wit, ’and the pleafantry of their humour. It had been, 
much infilled that no confiderable quantity of provifions was 
confumed by dogs, but tbe fad was, a great deal of the food 
which might be ufcful to alleviate, the wants of the poor was. 
appropriated to their ufe. Sheep heads, and what was ufually 
fold with them by the butcher, could not be obtained by .the 
poor, they were all bought np for the ufe of dogs, though an 
article of that kind world ferve a man arid his family two days. 

" ‘ An 


i . 
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An honourable gentleman had gone ai^far as Turkey to ftcw 
the humanity of the inhabitants offi/iat country, who font 
ft raw. into the ftreets, fpr the a^o ^notation of dogs, but 
that hoiiourable gentleman did jflen£em to know that there 
werp .ini this country perfons eliei employed accoucheurs to 
attend thole animals, while .6 e'y at the fame time withheld 
from the poor that relief wl«f li humanity fhould induce them 
to beftow. He faid, ha ** «d never agree to any diftin&ion 
of the films to be imjy/^ccipon the rich and the poor- Such 
inequality he con/irLff a htie fame in operation as a land tax, 
and he could view ifthl?* other light. The obj&S in the Bill, 
was regulation, and to remedy the dreadful mi¬ 

le ries arifirg froajR'nc frequency of hydrophobia. He wifhed 
that tile Bi!!/;^mgh palled, lhould not have force for fix 
month, means nut to occafioi the immediate deftruc- 
tion ..< cr °f dogs, but negatively to efie£t a diminution 

by di£ p^, 0 .aging the breed. He confidered it as a faliehu- 
xnaruVy-wliich was afic&ed by the idea of diminifhing the com¬ 
forts of the poor man in depriving him of his dog* while in 
reallity this would enable him better to provide for his family. 
When it fiiouid be known that a cottager might keep a dog 
without being fubjcil to a duty, there would not be a cottage 
in the kingdom without one. He was perfuaded, and he had 
letters from every part of the country, especially from fheep 
counties, that confirmed him in his opinion, that though a tax 
of a guinea, or even five, were laid on the dog, it would foon 
be regained by the Caving of fheep, immenfe numbers of which 
were now dcllroyed. The expencc of a dog amounted at 
lea ft to a penny a day, and upon his calculation of the whole 
number at a million, which was moderate, more money was 
confirmed on dogs, than the whole produce of the poor rates. 
The lame expence that a dog occasioned would be fufEcieiit 
to maintain a child, and he was fure that it would be a very 
great faving to the poor, were they by any means relieved 
from this burden. The claufe which he propofed fhould af¬ 
fect the poor who kept dog, 1 , had nothing new in its princi¬ 
ple. The principal inhabitants of many towns in the north of 
England, and alfo of the city of Bath, had entered into a refo- 
lutton not to relieve the poor who kept dogs. It was confe- 
quently a fatfe argument, that the Bill went in that view to 
take away the poor man’s comfort; it, on the contrary, went 
to fecure to him and his children the bread which was taken 
from thetn by thofe animals. Tt would alfo be found tileful 
in a moral view, as the poor, by keeping doge, were frequently 
tempted to become poachers, and when that happened, it wan 



Amu. 25.] WOODWvJ/S PARLIAMENTARV REPGR’t'J.,., 201 

. ( * -C v, 'Vi 

impofEble to fore fee to vftgt crime's they might at length be 
drivdri. It appeared to i^n, that there had been anaitHct- 
pation of thts tax by rue C^lccllof of the Exchequer; as tn * 
. looking over the printed the colfedfors of the laft" 

year, he had found, after the ^(breration of other taxes, the 
clog tax alfo mentioned. He fti i«Shis of Opinion, that the pro¬ 
duce of the tax: fhould go to the pd%rates, and he would take 
the ffenfeofthe H' V-.'on that 

Mr. Csurtencr/fau], he wasas y et rj^jpmy to the Bill, ad- 
though be had hftened with all becomi. v 'volition to the very 
able and argumentative fpeech of the rsi 75, w^ancellor of the 
Exchequer, One ftatement of the hon^^M gentleman.had 
indeed llartled him as a little paradoxical^kameiy, that in 
which he calculated the expence of feeding dog^gs well thofe 
that eat nothing, asthofe that eat much, at one^fcuw a day, 
'Thu was fo extraordinary, that without further <!Wfektion, 
he could not pay any attention to it. The honoui ''^v gfey i- 
tlernan had fixed his dentes canini in all who oppofed 
and waS fo angry with them, that he reprobated every thmg 
belonging to them 4 he had ever avowed that he hated wit, bc- 
caufe they ufed it againft hismeafure. 

The honourable gentleman had ftated, that every man was 
his own buffoon ; if he wifhed to follow the example, he nusft 
prevail on the Chancellor of the Exchequer to fend him into 
the other Houfe, as he had flock enbugh to enable him to a£l 
by proxy. The honourable gentleman in his fturfies Termed 
to negiecl that of ancient philofophy, he might profit by 
the example of the difoiples of Pythagoras, Who were enjoined 
to keep fiicnce for at leaftfeven years. He never heard fuch 
virulence ufed as die honourable gentleman had cxercifed 
againft the Unfortunate dogs. From his language he fhould 
fuppofe that he Was I'cized with the hydrophobia; if fo, his dif* 
rdpenSl for wit would vanifh, for the poet fays, 

Greet wit with madntfs lure is near aJlifd. 


* l Ank .tJun^artKo^isdo their bounds ditide.*’ 

If the honourable gentleman had been bit by a mad dog, it 
might have communicated that which was,ip nearly allied to 
madnefs ; as it was, heivad not the leaft chance of being trou¬ 
bled with that unlucky gift to which he feetned to bear fuch ha¬ 
tred. The reafon, probably, why he had fuch an animoftty 
to dogs, was that lord Chefterfield in a celebrated work, talkihg 
of thp Dutch^ faid, theywere. gcod.bankers j hut as to wit, they 
couldlpnly get it by.being bit by a mad dog 4 and a burgo-maft- 
er iii&rattardambad actually got himfelf bit, by w*y ofex- 

v«a iv. 17,6. ,-afi: . ....owitoOT, 
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penmertt* The hook was extant,/hd, entitled ^SaihrsLet- 

Lw* 5> . He would recommend i|rJ the perufal of the honour¬ 
able gentleman. 'jffi ' 1 ‘ " 

, ij.^The honourable genflemn/ 5 >-id hated to the houfe various 
letters he had received 
the lots of their (heep. 


n)C rmers and graziers, deploring 
would have now to anfwer them 
with a fimilar lamentatu^ • on th« lofs of his bill. M Swain ” 
fold they, “ we have loQ >ur (heep. ” To which he might re¬ 
ply in the ftrain of^’^jd ballad, “Shepherds, I have loft my 
J8UL" ; * V 

He had afle 
tain a child, 
had originate 
have been 


t aivr iat the food given to a dog would main- 
^^.gas a foa-t of levelling principle, that if it 
"jn toe oppofition fide of the Houfe, it would 
lediately denominated the language of jacobi- 


nifm. was furprifed at the letters received againft the un- 
fcrt#fi'kcr dogs, from the honourable gentleman’s correfpon- 
-Bath. 

/wnir’ks the honourable gentleman had faid, the gentry of 
.bath had come toarefolution hoftile to dogs, they a&ed with 

t reat ingratitude to that worthy animal; for it was not long 
ncc they could not have a dinner dreffed without them, as 
they had not a jack in the city ; when the dogs, therefore ab- 
fenled themfelves, the confuiion was unparalleled; the city 
was in an uproar; the aldermen were diftrafted, and the lofs 
of poor turn fpit was attended with horrors equal to thofe pro¬ 
duced by an earthquake. When they had got jacks to turn 
their fpits, it would be ingratitude to turn tail upon their poor 
old fervants the dogs. Indeed it was an impeachment on the 
morals of that city,, which ought not to he fubmitted to lilent- 
Jy j and it would become the honourable member for Bath to 
ftand up in his place, and cenCure fo very foul a reflexion. 

He wilhed to fumiQi gentlemen with one of thofe caufe* 
■which led fo much to the Hander of this valuable animal, and 
jince which fcarcely a patient was carried to an hofpital with¬ 
out its being reported that he was bitten by a mad dog, a pe¬ 
riod, ftnee which the houfe was feared with dories of the hun¬ 
dreds afHidled with the ravage's of the hydrophobia, though 
the moft eminent lurgeons doubted of its ever being com¬ 
municated fey tfe| bite of a dog, and the late John Hunter, 
amongft others,' was of opinion that the vims did not affedt 
the fyftem in, one cafe out of a hundred. Mr. Courtenay next 
adverted to the.conducf of Alexander, who the honourable 
gentlemen probably thought an objeft of imitation, who upon 
the death of his borfe Bucephalus thought fit to put a Whole 
Indian nation to the, (word.'", ^Phe honouxible gehlitman bad 

'••• ‘ ' v -■- af&rted 
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atierted, that th$ j#or found no comfort in his dog ; but 
before he could gain, creditor the affertiori, he mu ft be tranf- 
migrated agreeable to tbe%jj£trines of Pythagoras, into his 
foul, to dii'cover whether o ra jpt that were the cafe. Mr. 
Courtenay proceeded, a fhort^ ?^ ir» a Greek quotation ap-- 
polite to his remarks, but faid,-^fe would rdinquilh that lan¬ 
guage, firft, becaufe he wiftied u%he underftood by the ho¬ 
nourable! gentleman, and. the couXLy gentlemen t and fc- 
condly,; becaufe that on a former ocfljlbn it was hot welf re¬ 
ceived horn an honourable lord (LcvP^jiklgrave) who ad- 
d relied the Houle in Greek. The, old '-.Wellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer was,he faid, indebted to the hotio., gentleman, and 
if he did npt conceive that the. “ toe cn: VPlfcafant came too 
near the heel of the courtier, fo as to gall his Jut?,” he Ihouid 
not be aftpnilhed were he to appoint him govermheof the Ifle 
of Dogs. If the Bill were to pafs, nothing corabAe more 
odious and improper, it would be a flam on the ht^ gfeiy . 0 f 
parliament, it would in its effects deftroy every n. 
ing, and render the hearts.of the people ca.lous. 

In Strafburg a tax was impofed on tbofe unfortunate ani¬ 
mals, and what was the confequence l Whenever the hang¬ 
man went about to ftranje the d >gs whole mailers did not 
pay the tax, they were followed by crowds of boys, who de¬ 
lighted in their execution, and became, of Courfe, familiarized 
to fcer.cs of barbarity and inhumanity. He could not con¬ 
ceive from what the acrimony and invldicufncfs of the 
honourable gentlemanarofe towards thofe animals, except that 
dogs were mure fagacious than any Other quadruped, fot fome 
of them had wit; and if the honourable gentleman had nut 
read Buffbn, he muft, atleaft, have heard of the learned dog. 
There were alio ridiculous dugs, and dancing dogs, to which 
laft, if the tax. were confined, he had no objection. But the 
honourable gentleman faid, that the tax would lower the price 
of Iheep’s heads. He Ihouid recoiled!, however, that rhe rich 
only fed their dogs in this manner, and the tax would have 
no effect to put this article more within the reach of the 
poor. In defence of the latter, he remarked that they de- 
Itroyed weazies, rats, and , other vermin, which, fpoilt and 
devoured both poultry and corn, and white he railed again ft 
their bad qualities, which'were few, he never mentioned their 
good qualities, which were many. He next adverted to 
a circumltance which occurred in the Ifle of Man, which 
probably might have routed thp cholrr of the honourable gen¬ 
tleman. There.a file dog, for he would not ufc the ungaftant 

in the Bill, once became amorous. She went 
abroad, and was followed by a number of ardent lovers: this 

2 D happened 
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ftrong difcrimination ; to the plan of making it a parochial 
tax, his objections were equally firong and infuperable. He 
had ouce thought of laying a light tax on the dogs of cottagers, 
to be levied in a parochial way ; but upon conlideration of 
the opinions offered by gentlemen in courfe of dilcufiion, he 
thought it better wholly to exempt from the tax all boufes not 
afiefied, unlefs fuch kept more than one, or it appeared that 
the dog they kept was kept to evade the tax, the owner living 
.. in an 2Helled houfe. It was alfo cieiirable, that clogs of a 
certain defeription evpn kept in cottages, fuch as greyhounds, 

; fpanusls, pointers. Sec. fhrmld be taxed, as the prefumption 
Was, they would belong to feune houfe of another defeription. 
With regard to the occupiers of aileffed houfes, be thought 
• the tax a good one v it was proportioned to the value of the 
expendituies, and was levied on perfons and on fubjetis fit 
for it. 

The fpetulations of the ahleft men who had turned their 
attention to finance had hitherto failed, and would fail to the 
end of time,in dtfcovpriog an univerlal, invariable rule of tax¬ 
ation, which fhouldifeearepually upon all. Under this inevit¬ 
able and in fur mountable difficulty, it became the duty of thole 
upon whom the painful talk Of propofing public contributions 
might devolve, to feck for thole fources of taxation which had 
•the greateit attainable quality and were the rnoft free from 
‘partiality or o;>pitfiion, Withifi this defeription he thought, 

might 


happened unfortunately j«ft as the reverend feigners had af- 
femfefed in the fenate houfe of I'Up; the lady emered, the 
lovers followed, the ienators y/Fe thrown into the utinoft 
COpHetcation; the dogs barkjfft>ne feigners babbled ; and in 
vtbfii: confufion feveral of thenjpr-Ve bitten. The coofequence 
Wds, th?y punilhed the wlp t , race by impoling a fevere tax 
68 the canine fpecies. Dtp,- had always been the friends of 
,man. Mr.Cuujtenay looted feveral lines from * celebrated 
»oein, called the Pfoa^’of Society, and Lid they were cele¬ 
brated in the wriunJHpr every poet; Homer, Virgil, and in the 
Scriptures too, fcppne y muft all have -read of Xofeit’s Dog. 
In lhort, he hod© wee honourable gentleman would confider 
the fubje£l in aMhauUpoint of view, andl agree to withdraw 

tbfm. 

The Chajrtllor of the Exchequer faid, that though be was 
clearlvojgn^uuou dogs were a fit obje& for taxation, yet he 
perfoF'^e^incurred in the objections made to this Bill j as he 
means reconciled to the idea of indiferiminme tax- 
ni«*‘ 'On the contrary, he thought the tax could only be 
leconcileable to juftice and found police, when founded on 
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might very iufrlybe included a tax upon fuch animals as peo¬ 
ple may think proper^ maintain for luxury or ati&fgritent. 
He therefore thought aogjc on the dogs of the dpulent a -good 
one, and he meant on a^yre day to propofe, that on affeffcd 
boufes there fhouid be a t!\jjf 3s, for the hrft, and 59, oti every 
other dog. - ■ * ■ 

He laid, he washimfdf the^Vfl. to fuggeft to the Boiife an 
objection to extending this tax t^jyhe conveniences-or domeftic 
comforts of the cottager. WitflWfeat view he propofed a re¬ 
duction of the tax, in Inch cafes** P^vone ftiilling oulyj but 
fuhfequentrefle&ion, and what he n^^ard^during theyire- 
fent debate, induced him to incline t , afptal exemption from 
the tax in all unailcfled houles. iG^jfeowvver, would re¬ 
quire iome regulation ; as one dog was nkheient for the in- 
lubitants of this delcription, an un 1 i mi ted v^rn pt i c»n might 
convert the hut of the poor man into the kennel^^J«moft opu¬ 
lent neighbours. For this reafon he would prop^Qj&jr the tax 
fhouid attach to all unafl'efled houfes, where the. .«&rld be 
kept more dogs than one, and alfo to fuch dogs as ^■Alters, 
greyhounds, &c. which fuch perfons could not be fuppofed 
to keep, hut for rite purpciles of profit or depredation. If the 
prefcnt Bui fhould be negatived or withdrawn, it was his in¬ 
tention to propofe a Bill for the objects before fluted on VV'cd- 
nefday the 2"th. 

In point of regulation, it would be found, that levying it in 
a parochial way Would not be of fuch ufe as gentien-ien lup*. 
pofod. Gentlemen would find, that fo far from the inhabi¬ 
tants having an inteteft in enforcing the tax, they would have 
&n intered in the reverie; it would b«* the poor railing a tax 
on themfclves ; it was therc-foie a nviftaken idea to think fuch 
a regulation would his* either prudent or politic; for tilde 
reafons, however he might regiet mitering with his honour¬ 
able friend, he mull oppolb the fpeakhr's leaving toe chair. 

Mr. Lcckmtrc laid a few wofds, in which he iccommended 
a heavy tax on fox-hounds and terriers, &c. 

Mr. Dent explained. 

The queition being put, u that the fpeaker do now leave the 
chair,” it was carried in the negative. * 

Mr. Sheridan moved, “ That this Houfc will, on this day 
three months, rclblve itfelf into the Hid committee.”—-Cari 
ried. ‘ 

ARMY EXTR Aon niXARIES. 

Mr. Grey moved, thru; an account be laid before the f Inufe, 
of aiithe bums illucd/zucc the twenty- ninth af October if (fa* 

v to 
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to the fifth of April 1796, ft a ting the' fenrices to which they 
were applied*—Ordered. f 


■ pi BUI.., 

Houfe now refolve itfelf 

would not be as well to 
■. 

ure b.ul been very long 
t day for the expieis pur- 
is upon it; he therefore 

1, mat all the objections 
ght as weii be urged on 
iceeduigs. This was a 
ice of the metropolis 
it fhould be palled at 
>n was coufiderably ad¬ 
vance! 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a committee of the 
whole Houfe upon this Bill. 

Upon reading the firft claufe of the Bill, which declared 
that the former police act fhouid be perpetual, a converfation 
arofe. 

Mr. Powys, laid he did not approve of making the Bill per¬ 
petual. He allowed that there had been a conlideiable trial of 
jt, and that it had for that time proved beneficial. But he 
wifbed it to have a further trial, iuch s for iuftance, as the term 
-Of three years. It would then be time enough to judge whe¬ 
ther it ought to be made perpetual. 

Mr. /. H. Browne fa id, he was fo well convinced of the 
utility of this mealure, and of the integrity of the gentlemen 
who conftituted the police, that he would propofe that they 
' fhould continue feveri years in office. When the prefen tjuf- 
tices accepted their places, it was generally underftood by 
them that the three years f s coined was not to limit their time 
in office ; but that it was to be a period of probation ; and that 
if found eligible, they were to he afterwards appointed for life. 
Three years duration was certainly no fufficient inducement 
to gentlemen to undertake iuch a bufineft : therefore, he 
• would propofe, that feven years be iubltiiuted mftead of three. 
He afterwards intended, if found convenient in future, to pro- 
*pbfe thar they fhould hold their office; in perpeiuum. 

Mr. Po;xys thought that if it was for leven years, tite;re- 
newal of it would or might come at the eve of a general elec- 
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tion, and Tome perfous might then apprehend that forna undue 
influence might follovr it if pafled at fuch'a time. 

Mr. Burton though%^at if the Bill had not been fufficientiy 
tried, there could be nAj^eflion to a farther trial of it. 

Sir IV. i'oung agreed \^Vh the honourable gentleman who 
fpakc before him, that the^^me in office fhould be extended; 
and hence, he fhould propoi'i. 1 *^ne years, which would preclude 
their interference with generaSjJetlions. He thought them a 
very refpe£table part of the and that every protection, 

and reward poffible was due to ivP^merits arid fervices. 

Mr. Sheridan faid he fhould five years to feven or 

eight, and be fhould prefer three ye,' a» five, and one year to 
two. He wifhed to avoid every tl: ^llhat looked like a per¬ 
petuity, as much as poffible. He did nor^tueftion the integrity 
of the magiftrutes who had a<Sted under thnhbill ; he could not 
however help faying it was whimfical to hgsrcteka.t there might 
be danger when the Bill came to be difeufled ttT&j jjfc ars hence, 
becaufe it might produce undue influence in d.'ssjjfen in that 
Houfe, whereas it was well known that thefe verv^jkgiftrates 
are at this very moment liabie to be difeharged at the will of 
his majefty’s minifters. 

Mr. M. Rchlnfon faid a few words again ft the influence 
which the Bill created. . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared be objefkd to ma¬ 
king the Bill perpetual, and thought it would be proper it 
fhould be continued in force only for five years. Parliament 
would then, judge of the propriety of renewing it. He fhould 
therefore propofe to negative the ciaufe for making it perpetual, 
and move that it fhall continue for five years, and from thence 
to the end of the next feffion of parliament. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas agreed to this proportion, under an 
impreffion that it would be extremely material to receive from 
time to time, as they had already received, fuggetiions from 
thofe who had the charge ofcarrying the Bill into efFed; they 
had already been very diligent in this bufinefs, and he had no 
doubt would continue fo. 

Mr. 9heridanl aid, he wifhed that the magiftrate who a&ed 
under this Bill, fince it was to pafs, fhould be placed as near - 
as poffible to independence; they ought therefore^ in bis opi¬ 
nion, to hold their lunations, as the judges did, quam diuft 
hnegcjjerittty and if that was not provided for in the committee, 
he fhould move it on the report. ;; 

After a fhort converfation, the claufe for rendering the Bill 
perpetual was negatived, and the amendment of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, to continue it for five years, adopted. 

SUPPLY. 



'-WOODFAlt’S 3>ARUAMSMTAIUf [C6»*uiu. 

' o SUfcMLY* 

■f 

v ' - ' \ 

Tfa# (jtidlion being put for the Hu^p to refblve itfelf into s» 
com mitiefe of fupply, ape- 

M t.Hthan moved, that the ac inus of feveral expences 
relative-to the army, the ordn/v, and the provisions to be 
made for Fubalfern officers of nf.htia, in time of peace, be re¬ 
ferred to the faid comnuttee^Ordered. 

The Secretary at War r^T/hid, “ That it is the opinion of 
“this committee, that a p/iot exceeding 885,6731.19s. rod. 
“begranted to his nfa *,for defraying the extraordinary 
“expence of the anj^ f V’curred and paid by the pay mailer 
“general of the forcjT- the fifteenth of November to the 
“ twenty-fifth of I&feember, 1795, both inclufive, and which 
“ had not been1 aJUfe good by parliament.’* 

Mr. Grtyl'T’rit was a little extraordinary, that, in the ac- 
, counts ojjf^pvable with regard to this particular, the dates of 
wtrram£oc lf ., J .t times the fums became due, of which this fum 
was cog-f >ied, were not fpecified. The Houle ought to have 
thefe documents perfect before them, otherwife they could not 
know that, of tbefc fums, many of them ought not to have been 
included :n former accounts, when former eflimates were laid 
before thehoufe. 

The Chameiisr of the Exchequer laid it was poflible it might 
be material to lay the dates before the Houle in cafes of mis 
kind. But the icafon why they had not been fo here,' was, 
that the whole time to which the account referred, as it Ifood, 
was little mote than Ax weeks, and therefore perhaps the dates 
bad nor been thought necdlary. At the fame time, if the dates 
were confidered material, he had not the fmalleil objection to 
producing it. 

Mr. Qrty faid he apprehended that in point of fait, the 
expence might eventually appear neither to have been in¬ 
curred or piid within that period. He remembered an ac¬ 
count kid befote the houfe as this might be, and which 
was from the twenty-fifth oF December, 1794,(0 the twenty- 
fifth of December, 1795 ; and afterwards it appealed, when 
the warrants came to be feen, that it included fums due in 
January, 1790, almoft a ,year before. There were various 
other fums, which Mr. Grey recited, that ought to have been 
included in that account. He was willing to take the right 
honourable gentleman’s word upon the fubjedt ; at the fame 
time it was light that the dates of the warrants, when the films 
iflued (hould appear before the Houfe, and perhaps it would be 
as well not "to come to tliis, until all thefe dates were upon the 
table*. 

Mr. 
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Adr. Stale Hid that this account was only a ftatement 
of what was really incurred and paid by the pay-mafter; 
general, and this was the forn&a which they'had always been 
made up. 

Mr. Grey did not fay any thif>#q|£ainft the account a? far as 
it went, hut he wanted the date the different warrants. 
Tiiefe fums ought to have beenftatecin the Houfe when they 
became due, if the miuifter knew oi lte m. that the Houfe 
night be made properly acquainted witmV^ubjedt, as its parts 
appeared from time to time. •. b 

Mr. Stale obferved, that the words ///.'Ms \vtdpaid were 
merely words of form'. When an order w.y^jL to his office, 
under the fign manual of his majefly, lie was^blitred to pay 
the d i Hr rent turns /purified, which tie accordingrj^HJ in the 
interval aforefaid. 

Mr. M. Robinfm thought that if it was poffible, all 
o; the warrants fliou'd be given. •X* 

v > t Sard.<ry at If-ar faid, that :r thefe dates were wad 1 - 
they might be moved for, but the accounts as they appears? 
on th- t.V'ls, were peifectly in form, as far as they went. 

Mt. Shniln 7 laid, that the right honourable gentleman had 
taken not.ee of the obf-rvation of his honourable friend. He 
did mn complain of the inaccuracy of the account of the 
jvym ififr-o,moral. The woid incurred was erroneous in 
time cafes ■ for did not refer to the time when the fums 
wen .’• -dually inclined, but when it became a debt on the pay- 
mruler-gcner:’;. 1 lie point of his honourable friend was this. 
That mmiftei knew that warrants had bec-n ifluod, and the 
money due ; that, being aware of trie charge actually exiting 
a charge on trie public, they ought to have given to the Houfe 
an account when it became due to their knowledge. It might 
appear hereafter, that the whole of thefe furns which make up 
this vote, had been iccurred when former accounts were laid 
before the Houfe, and if minifters withheld that account the/ 
were tn blame, becaufe the Houfe when it had accounts before 
it ought to have fuch accounts as nearly perfect as they could 
be made. 

The Chancellor r,f the Exchequer faH, that the accounts a* 
they flood upon the table were Efficient to iuftify the refolu- 
tion now propofed. If the dates of the warrants were 
wanted, gentlemen might move for them, he had not the 
fmalleft objeftion to their being produced. 

Mr. Grey moved that the chairman leave the chair for die 

purpofe of having the accounts perFedl before this refalutioa 
was voted. 

The motion was pat and negatived, 

Vol. IV. 1796. 2 E Jbf 
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The refolution moved by the Secretary at War was then 
put and carried. 

‘The Secretary at War thenj^ved, * c That it is the opinion 
of this Committee, that a ft^pot exceeding 210,194!. 14s. 
f I,jd. be granted to his Majaftii’or paying the expences of the 
Ordnance previous to theA it of December, 1795, not pro¬ 
vided for by parliament-!*?—Faffed. He moved another reso¬ 
lution, which being jJr^ed to, and the Houfe returned, the 
report was ordered^jflrfe received. 

Adjourned. 
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arquis of Lanjdown faid, that the majority of the 
, ?3’*'hc had moved for being upon the tabic, and as he 
"bferftood from miniflers, that the reft were in a ftate of 
forwardness, he would move that their lordfhips be fummened 
for Monday the 2d of May.—-Ordered. 

DEBTOR AND CREDITOR BUT.. 


The order of the day being read, for the fecond reading of 
the debtor and creditor Bill, 

5 The Earl of Moira faid, that it had not been his intention to 
have faid any thing in that ftage of the bufmefs, btcaufe it had 
already occupied fo much of their lordfhip s attention on 
former occafions ; but as he underftood there were to be fome 
objections made to the Bill, he muft trouble their lordfhips 
with a few obfervations. The former Bill that he introduced 
was in the recollection of the Houfe, and no doubt their 
lordfhips had recurred to it. In the prefent Bill he had fol¬ 
lowed the principle of that Bill, though with the hopes of its 
meeting the approbation of the Houfe, he had left out thole 
parts of it agajnft which the principal objections had been 
made ; one Was the proviiions refpefting mefnt procefs, and 
the other was the amount of the debt. He had taken for bis 
model the Bill of 1794, and even contrary to his own opinion, 
he had given up a great part of his plan, in hopes that if their 
lordfhips fhould be inclined to countenance the prefent Bill, 
which was little more than4 continuance of the aft of 1794, 
for two years, it would be one ftep towards completing a 
fyftem that was much wanted, and might be carried further 
according to what might appear, proper, in ,the wifdom of their 
lordfhips. His conduft on the prefent occafion might look 
like pertinacity ^ nothing, however, but a fenfe of public 

duty. 
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duty, and a wtfh to relieve many unfortunate individuals, 
labouring under the mod grievous hardships, could induce 
him to perfevere in an un fe rtaking, which, from its very 
nature, fubjedted him toll jju mcrous troublefome appli¬ 
cations. 

The Lord Chancellor left thejjoolfack, and faid he had 
confidered the prefent Bill, and iuV was meant to have any 
eftedl, it could not be what the nobmJord had ftated it to be, 
namely, a Bill of experiment. It r^Rked itfelf into what it 
really was, an innovation upon the oli^/wl eftablifhed fyftem 
of the law of England relative to debte^^d creditor. This 
fyftcm had ftood tor* ever; as far back as \ hiftory was de¬ 
livered down with any accuracy, it woid&le found that the 
law was the fame. Under this (yftem it wowttalfo be, found 
that the commercial interellsof the country, anwhe credit of 
the country had flourilhed and grown great. there¬ 
fore their "duty to confider well the beneficial the 

prefent fyltcm, and to examine whether the propofed *ol®ire, 
more perfect in theory, no doubt, might not deftroy th^^th 
between man and man, the means of circulation by which 
we had arrived at our prefent profperity, and whether it did 
not take away an eiTential advantage, without fubftituting 
any thing better or even adequate m its room. However 
uncouth the ancient edifice of our laws might be to the eve of 
the theorift, we Ihould recoiled! that they had proved as bene¬ 
ficent as any that human wifdom could be expedited to frame, 
it was not a queftion ot founding a ftate, fuch as with Solon 
or Lycurgus, or fuch as carrying the fublime ideas of Plato 
into execution. They were to reafon upon a queftion of 
pradtical utility to a ftate, whofe laws and cuftoms had been 
founded upon immemorial ufage. His noble friend, he was 
fiitisfied, was adtuated by the pureft motives, and meant every. 
thing that was juft, humane, and liberal, by his bill, but he 
had not been fucccfsful in attaining his objedt. The prefent 
cxifting power of oompulfion which the creditor had over the 
jperfon of his debtor, had hecn attended with increafe of credit. 
Surely then their lordflaips would act unwifely, as a Jegiftative 
fcbdy, to pull down that fabric which had been found by expe¬ 
rience to anl’wer the purpoles for which it was intended fo well* 
merely to erect another, of which they knew nothing but from 
abftradt rcafoning. It was new to the laws of this country, • 
and as far as they came under his obfervation, he knew not 
that any other country pofleiled fuch a law. It was not then 
a time to urge objections to the clauies; being, however, 
decidedly agaihft going into the committee, lie would allude 
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to one claufe, for the fake of ufing it in argument, A tribu¬ 
nal was'appointed to compel the bonorum , and adjudge 

the cafes which (hould recei^Jnencfit under this meafure. 
He declared, he felt himfelf«ca lofs to know what poflible 
court could be appointed (»^>etent to do the duty afligned 
Aem ; indeed he knew no^ijge that would be competent to 
difcharge that duty. In court where he had the honour of 
fitting, and where fimila^Joufinefs fometiines came before him, 
from what he there fan," he owned he (hould fee! himfelf per- 
fcdlly unable to exe^ the duties which would be impofed 
by the Bill. Fr^|Py» the cafes which he had feen, the in- 
ftances of huma^m editois far exceeded thofe who were in- 
dined to act wi iJptrihnefs and rigour. The law, as it now 
flood, he tookffobethus. founded. The creditor had a fccu- 
rity in thejj^od of his debtor; and if they failed, he had a 
fartherfapiity in his perfonal cuflody. This was optional, 
whedjj^? would exercife it or not; and it was an additional 
tie Jfarjynim, and might fore* him to bring thofe goods for- 
wpp/ for the payment of his debts, which he might other- 
wife fecrete. Under the prefent Bill, however, the imprifon- 
ment of the debtor would be a mere cercrwmv. A debtor 
would go to prifen preferma , yield up little or nothing, and 
in a (hort time appear in affluence, while his creditor was 
ftarving, The circumffance of mfne proctfs, might he 
thought be improved, and he fhouid be glad to fhpport an ame¬ 
lioration of that part of the law, as it appeared to him to be by 
lio means impracticable, but the prefent Bill was clearly inade¬ 
quate to its Object, and from all he had heard upon the fubjcOt, 
be defpaired of an effectual reform of the law of debtor and 
Creditor. For thefe renfons, on account of the flourifhing 
ilate of credit, and the advantages found to refuit from the 
cftabli&ed fyftem, which, if it were altered, would even hurt 
the intereft of debtors themfclves, by making credit h k eafy 
to be had, he was unwilling to deltroy that pia&icc which had 
been fanftioned and approved by ages, 

ft he Earl of Moira paufed a few minutes, in order as he 
(aid to fee what other noble lord was difpofcd to fpcak on the 
fubjc£t, but at length rofe as he found no other peer prefent 
chofe to take a part in the debate. He was furry, he laid, to 
lee their lordffiips fo little inclined to enter into the difeuffion 
of a bufinefs, that to him feemed to be of fuch magnitude 
and importance. As no noble lord was however plcafed to 
come forward either with reafons to iupport the meafure he 
had the honour of pfopofing* or with objections, (hewing 
why it (hould be rejected* there was nothing left him but to 

< endeavour 
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endeavour at fome reply, to what had fallen from thenoble 
and learned lord on thfewoolfack 5 who had not attended to 
the bill with his ufual iraltjenefs. The grounds of complaint 
ftated by the noble and I«ged lord would be found in the bill 
of 1794. There could, nPwd, be but two grounds of objec¬ 
tion to the prefent bill, eitf?cl\that it altered the old law, of 
that it did not fubftitute an adequate provision in lieu of it. 
To the noble and learned lordmeafure under confidcra- 
tion, had the afpett of a boldl?!p*J hazardous innovation, 
which diredtly tended to undermill* ^bd fundamentally fhake 
an old eftablifhed fyftcm of juflice,** 5 which the country 
had long flourifhed and enjoyed the enviable profperity* 
That however was done by the bill of ^(*04, and therefore 
was out of the queftion, and fuch a mouolbof reafoning, or 
rather of vague and indefinite obirrvation, cMtoeJ every at¬ 
tempt at improvement of every kind, howeve^ BjS iortant the 
object, and however falutary the end to be o*$®fcd* He 
complained of the fhamcfui picamble of tiie bill of and 

read it to fhew that it was a difirrace to the le^iflature of the 
mo lb icandalous kind; with regard to the noble and learned 
lord's argument, that count;y had flouriihedfor centuries under 
the old law. It was not, he laid, the practice of the houie to 
reject any proportion which might ameliorate old fyftems, 
and he conceived it to be a faife prmcip'e of action to luppofe 
perfection concentrated in our anceltori, and that every perfon, 
thougii born m more enlightened periods, and poliefild of the 
confirmations of pradtice and companion, bccauib his plan 
happens to be novel, could not fuggeit an improvement. It re¬ 
minded him of the conteftat Madrid about clearing the ftreets 
of filth and ordure. It was once the cultom at Madrid, for 
the inhabitants to throw out all the filth and excrements of 
their houfes into the ftreets. To the friends ot clcanknefs, 
who wiflied to walk through the ftreets without the dread of 
being inconvenienced by id noxious a nulancc, fome remedy 
feemed r-cdlary to be applied. They had obiorved and en¬ 
joyed in other countries the comforts of cleaniinel’s, and pro- 
pole d that the nuilance might be put a flop to, and proper 
Conveniences eftablilhed. No fooner was the propofal made, 
and attempted to be carried into efre&, than a loud and violent 
clamour was railed again ft it. It was contended tnat Madrid 
had long flourifhed under the influence of the old cuftom; that 
there was fomething fharp in the air which was foftened and 
corrected by the vuphytic effluvia of the jakes calf into the 
flreet, and that it would be dangerous to attempt any change, 
that might fo materially injure the health and conituution of 


the 
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the inhabitants. At length, however, the friends of reform 
fucceeded, the improvement took plate, and thofe who had 
argued agamft it, were aihamed j^heir former reafoning. 
The earl apologized to the lord^pCncellor for having men¬ 
tioned the {lory, as he was, he fijf^tbe laft man to apply any 
thing of a light and ludicrous iwVfe to any argument of the 
noble and learned lord, or to any fubjeCt fo grave and 

ferious as the Bill under c 

Another pofition l a 'dj^ p n by the noble and learned lord, 
and urged as a forcibiojP 7 eflion againll the claufes of the 
Bill, was, that it hadP/ ‘direCl tendency to affeft trade and 
tmhinge that great vMmi. of circulation, on which the various 
andextenfive contmi^ce of this country turned. This indeed 
was a ferious amVtifuperable objection if iuftly grounded ; the 
reverfe, uponaj!^ conlideration, would appear to be the truth, 
for the tjK^nat was endeavoured to be procured for the 
debtor y^/^ r tain cafes, would be found to be advantageous, 
rather detrimental to the creditor; who, if not repaid 
the whole of what he had advanced, would at lc-afi, by this 
compulfory ccjfio bomrum , be indemnified, as far as indemnity 
could be lecured. He expatiated on the cafes of fraudulent con¬ 
tractors of debt, to whom the benefit of his Bill was not to be 
extended; and declined he meant to favour honelt debtors 
only, being free to coufefs that he believed, nineteen debtors 
out of twenty were fraudulent and not entitled to the confi- 

m 

deration of the legiflature.f W perfons who contraCiuJ 
dtbt bona fidt'y but who from unforeseen mhfortunes became 
'really and truly infolvent, be faid, he wifhed to ftund forward 
the champion. He looked to the twentieth man, who 
•ought not to be left to the mercy of a rigid creditor, when 
his diftrefs was the efteCf of misfortune and not of crime. It 
was the unwarranted fufferings of fuch that he was anxious 
to prefs home on the attertion ami feelings of their iofoifops; 
and were he to appeal to authorities on the fubjeit, then- were 
none Itronger or more refpcCtable than that of Dr. Join fon in 
his papers of the Idler, where he fays, after enumerating thefe 
{offerings, that if fuch circumfiances fail to move thofe to 
whom he addrefied himfclf, he mult leave their feelings to be 
* awakened by fome otner power; that, for his own part, he 
wrote only to human beings. 

The precarious and uncertain condition of debtors, when 
deft wholly at the mercy and diferetion of their creditors, his 


« * * < 


; ,t ^ casl (Kited the caff of Popp, who unit ptifon to a\o!d pacing a fine* 
of locoed and ii* r< k nu:r!rd to li\etlicr? > 'whiui he ii*d tiii iic dkd, thought worh 
4&,c6oJ. and hk Li-.iitji ,v^nc\cr fjtrtkJ. 

lord Ihio 



Anti a6.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ai$ 

lordfhip faid, loudly claimed the interpofition of the legiflature. 
Among a vaft variety of cafes, he would only detain their 
lordlhips* attention, while he related one of them, configned 
to him by letter, and %|*yhich he was led to attend from au 
accidental recolle&ion oflllp name by which it was fubfcribed. 
This was the cafe of a {^Signer, who was impiifoned for a 
large fum, and who was woolly deftitute of every means to 
pay and get relcafed. On hairing into the merits of this 
cafe, it was found that this foieijsjer had lingered in p r ifon for 
two years, under very fevere ar^fWinful circumftances, and 
very probably might have there L. Vnated a miferable exif- 
tcnce: after much fruitlefs refearch^s^bras at length difcoveted 
that he had been arreftcd by a man V^ilwas forced to fly the 
country, on fufpicion of his having corr&yjere with fome mif- 
chievous intent. Had he not ftirred iilkthe cafe, the poor 
foreigner might have been imprifoned bevo ^^a ll conception. 
Theie were doublets a number of cafes of tbe^B^fort, which 
might be eafiiy adduced; but they muft bel^Wfcir to the 
knowledge of their lonKhips, and of every marfv»uainted, 
even imperfectly, with the ftate of our prifons. 

The noble and learned lord had remarked, that the BiU 
he introduced would diminiih the general circulation of credit 
throughout the country, and thereby occafion many inconve¬ 
niences to perfons of confined income, who at prefent are able 
to carry on larger fchemes by that means. That was pre- 
cifely the very objedi he wanted to effert. He confidered it 
one of the moft important duties of a wife legiflature to check 
the young- and thoughtlefs in their career, and watch over their 
morals and condudt. There weie too many perfons who 
iupporttd themfclves in an extravagant way, by the credit they 
obtained, who if that credit-were checked, vvould moderate 
their habits, and be able to fatisfy their juit demands. 

The earl faid, he would have made a reply to another part 
of the noble and learned lord’s fpeech but he did not immedi¬ 
ately recollect it. (Lord Thurlow hinted, the obje&ioit 
ftated by the Lord Chancellor was, that the bill was tempo* 
rary.) The cail thanked the noble and learned loid for his 
putting him in mind of that objection. He affigned the 
reafons which had induced him to make the Bill temporary* 
and laid, it was to render^* the more acceptable to their lord- 
Chips, who might receive what w as a Bill of experiment, when 
they might feel fcruples at giving their fandion to a perma¬ 
nent meafure. He himfelf wilhed the Bill to be permanent 
for a variety of caufesy^ut under the circumftances of the cafe, 
he was willing to do as much lor the unfortunate and honeft 

debtor. 
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debtor, as beconld, if he found it impra&icable to do all that he 
defiied. He faid, he had ftudioufiy avoided that declamation and 
appeal to the pafftons, to which the fubieCt was peculiary open, 
and he {kould be extremely fnrry if Iwffailed. He had many al¬ 
terations to propofe in the committed and he had heard no ob¬ 
jection that in his mind wentagaiiC^he Bill’s going to a com¬ 
mittee. The length of time the law had flood as it did, was 
in his opinion the ftrongeft argument for the Bill j experience 
had proved the inconvenienci^f the exifting law and the ne- 
ceffiry for a reform, and ajp form was more or Jefs an inno¬ 
vation. Convinced as jdf -as of the propriety of a reform, 
evenftould he now fta«C one, he would not be difconcerted, 
or deterred from his MJ.iution, but would, with unwearied 
and unbaffied perfeywmcc, again and again bring forward 
the meafure in onejuape or another, till heat length fucceeded 
in making it psl/F ole to their lordfhips. 

Lord TbiJ/fttsfaid. he meant to be very fhort; he agreed 
with the tons of the noble and learned lord on the wool- 
lack, buJF.i law little difference between the objections and 
the argument of the noble cat). For his own part, he obje&ed 
to the Bill, as inadequate to remove the evil it was intended 
to remedy ; and particularly as injurious to the intereffs of 
trade. The noble earl had mifapprehended the noble and 
learned lord on the .woolfack rcfpcCfcing the credit of the 
country * the noble lord meant that it would affect the gene¬ 
ral credit, which was the great medium cf the country’s 
manufactures, its trade and its commerce, and without which 
neither could go on. What might be the refult of any attempt 
to change or new model it, he would not take upon him dif- 
tinCily to pronounce, but 2ny innovation in a fyftem fo com¬ 
plex and delicate, fhould be cautioufly avoided, as it muff 
hazard, if not materially affeCt, that fource from which all 
the energies of the country ariie ; and on which alone depend 
all our profperity and much envied resources. His lordfhip pro¬ 
ceeded to flare the points, in which the noble earl and the learned 
lord on the woolfack agreed, and tiie little difference that re¬ 
mained. And what was the object to be obtained by this 
change in the mode of adminiffering juflice ? The noble 
earl faid, he believed nineteen out of twenty to be fraudulent 
debtors. Would it then be beconqing a juff legillature to 
look for the twentieth man, as the noble earl recommended 
and applied a law to his relief, which would open a door to 
the frauds that would be praCliced in confequence by inetcen 
twentieths ol all the debtors in the kingdom ? Would it not 
be a harlh meafure dealt out by a legiflature which had given 

inducements 
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inducements to creditors sto'lwKm that they had a fec&Hty 
for their proaefjtjr in. the poteer of compukisn upon their 
debtor, t than after Upon the faith of that, they had Cof¬ 
fered mpfl.t® run in debt, on a fuddfen to- take away the ere- 
ditoi ’$ Unjy fedurity. die temertihewd the cafe aikided to by 
the nobie ear), of a mao going to prifou for 10,000!. and 
living i^tse till he died, when it turned out that he was 
worth 40,000k it was fhameful und-^btedly^ but what was 
the fit remedy. The noble earl had hVXflf fuggefted it. Re¬ 
form rh«. pr if<?ns, wake impnfonment p. 1 u . as it ought to'be>,i 
and do not fuffer 4 uy 'thing like a houfc\ 1 *- t» be eftabliffiwf*? 
in a prifon, Let iinprifonment .be felt 1 ,,4‘ imprifbmnen^ 
by confining the debtor to jail allowance, anu‘ djus rendering 


but whatever the nouie did upon the buttneifr, lie bei%Vr J the 
houfe moil earneftly to make it pci m.men t, and not t, ^'’wafa 
the lubje& and perplex thofe concerned in the diftribuJ^of 
juftice, with temporary or half menfures. For thefe realms, 
he declared himfelf decidedly againft the prefent Hill. 

Lord Kenyon owned he had notlcifure to give the matter full 
confideration, and only meant to utter a few fcntenccs, He 
find he was pei fuaded that the noble eaii was actuated by the 
beft and pure ft motives, but a Bill of that nature was a matter 
of great 'delicacy and difficulty, and could not be too wdl 
coniidered. 'I hough the Bill was not then in a committee, 
lie had been obliged to look into it to ice what it turned on. 
The firft claufe he thought highly objedionable, as tt held 
out an encouragement to every lpecics of profligacy and vice. 
It afforded to every man who had committed any euormity', 
fhort of a felony, be it ever fb injurious to fbciety, an cafjr. 
refuge. Gamblti s, who to fupply tbeir means of raining the 
im xpeiienceu and unwary, did not hehfate to rifle and do- 
ifi oy the warehoufes of the merchant, would by the piro- 
vifious of the Bill, be enabled to purine their iniquitous courfcs, 
and then have nothing to do but to go. through the fecre- 
rnony of going to pnfon, in order to return into the world 
again m a fhort time in affiuence, while rbecredicors tteyhail, 
been the moans of diftreffiag were fu tie ring the fcvsereft. mis-* 
fortunes. -. The fame might be laid of thofe whole infa«iot||'; f 
trade it was to feduce the wives and daughters of 
and uptmvwhom.al was of l&te the wife opinion of junes' diai? 
very bewy p^tiesdhoukf heinffified. There wore «Ub varies** 
other xytfes ,inEOacBivably painfci for thofe to tear* «dxo;wer«- 
obliged. to lifeen to them, which beiiig fhort of felony, under 
vot, IV, 179 6. 2 F fadb 





fucha Bill could feared y \fttpv 
firft a fictgk daufe, the principle 
and therefore, at tile fame ume 


ax9 woootaiX's tm&mmmsit tt% [c******. 

ufwfhqd jut ail. Nor was the 

' it pervaded die whole Bill, 

and therefore, at the fame time that he thought tfrofe, who 
perfevered in what they thought a rjyjlit fkone 

defervmg cenfure, were entitled to c^mmeodadtp *M great 
degree, ne mu ft objeft to the Bill, » highly^ ^ritaental to 
die mercantile part of the community, whoft ttpttitii ought 
always, cfpecialiy in anation like ours, to he wo^y 

and minutely attended^. , 

Lord Mam m e/ nation Lid, the firft claufe which the 
noble and lea«?w4jP who fpoke laft, obieft 1 ~ - 

from the Aft o»{ ^4, He then replied to ... . 

objections, fevp^ly anfwering each ; after which .— 4 .- 

tion was putf that the Bill be committed ; upon which the 
Hqufe div^-d: 

^Contents - - 9 

sHtCHtf - - at 



Majority againft the Bill 
Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, April a6. 

The Speaker, accompanied by feveral members of the 
Houfe, attended, conformably to fummons in the Houfe 01 
Lords, to hear the commiffion read enabl ng certain peers to 
give the royal affent, to feveral public and private Bills. 

The public Bill* were the Legacy Tex Bill, the left Aft 
Indemnity Bill, and the Scarborough Frte Port Bill. 

CONVEYANCE OF NEWSPAPERS, &C. 

TThe report of the committee appointed to inquire inio the 
fafts alledgcd in the petition from the tkrks in the Secretary 
cl State’s office, relpe<9mg the Bill for the better conveyance 
of newipapers, and the printed votes of parliament, was 
brought up, and referred to a committee of the whole Hotjft. 

Mr. &mning ftatecs m the committee, that it apjpeatfd from 
the report that the clerks in the offices of tbe two Secretaries 
of State would fuftain a ccmftdci able diminution Of emolu¬ 
ment, were the Bill allowed to pafs, as it woold'difooflefs 
them of a privilege wdnch they had hitherto j^jtiwd of frank- 
flttg newfp ipcrs, and this printed votes of jurtmeaem » and 
Wfw this lofs, he fubmitted it to the committee that it wowlo 
r be niopei to grant them a fair compenfarioa. Qfi a former 

. occafbn. 
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occafion, When rhe reg»fttio*a took place with regrad «© the 
•beftage the Clefts Q? the Sectary of State dated 

the loft whJwWjr WotAI*and ma confideration of 
the Faft' M owfranee of *«*»»& Was tfiade to them. Should 
the prefect die hotter conveyance of newspapers pafii, 

the pnVfVifce #ie clerks Would he deprived of w»« ctf corifiderably 
greater v$«e 3 they had howOVfrr agreed to accept of this Furr, 
at tfteftWe'tmie, they by no means pledged theriofolves by pew 
titioning For this indemnification* nof, \oppcfe the Bill in ft 
Future TU&Ci He moved* “ That an v nual fum of loobf. 
be grained to hi* majefty to be diftribu 1 among the clerks 
in of the two secretaries of ftat 1 £ a compenfttion 

For the Toft they may fuftain fifom this i» ' gathng into k 
law. ^ tL 

Mr. Bouvtrit obje&ed to the committee votirii^Wi indemni¬ 
fication for a lofs which had not yet been fofbiineaT^ h 
Mr. Canning faid that the indemnification was me ^.^ro- 
vifionaU and if the Bill was thrown out* the rtfolution vmthe 
committee would never tikeeffidt ^ 

Mr. Han ijm opp fed the rt iolution, as a pirt of a Bill 
which Would Guide the couitry with an fxpence. of zcoot. 
a year* when he was not cuui < that they would gam a much 
by the Bi’L 

Mr. Pranas refilled the pVopofition upon the ground of its 
being in ormal in the Ho ife of Common* to pals a politic 
refohittOn upon an hypothetical cafe. * 

The Chan ollot »f the Exebiquer rofe to obviate the obje&ioh 
in point off rin. It was agreed on alt hands, that it was fair 
and reafonable, if the Bill puffed, to grant the indemnification 
along with it. This, however, was done m the tnoft regular 
mode, by voting an inftrudtioo to the committee upon the Bill, 
to receive a cLiuft to this effe& 5 and there could be no danger 
in this mode of pi Hoarding *, if the Bill did not p »ft, this daufe, 
wh ch w ouid form a pait of the Bill, would* of courfe be m- 
effective 

Mr. Catmtng urged it upon the committee* that this was 
tn&SCly a proviilonal indemnification for a poffible loft, and if 
thd was not fuftathed, the indemnification would of 
tfeurife never he granted, bccaufc in that cafe it would be un- 
rtccef&ry. 

The 1 evolution was agreed to by the committee, and the 
report Ordered to be deceived the next day. 
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The ^spifor of foe day for riwfoeond reading of fh^Bill for 


^nr.imTxn-n-iMi 
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X# L*r 4 Mayor fold, thatirforiould be 1cable 

to weigh all t^e corn confumed in tins metropoftt*. ^Me-* gave 
notice, therefo t, that in jthe committee on thel&M, be would 
move for the insertion ofschuifeto exempt fop pottbf London 
from this provjfion. » * ' 

1 'he Bill was readff * fecond time, and rwDHbned to a fded 
committee. / r t -• ( 

U m % i F OF THE QUAKEJtS. * , t , 

Mr- SttjeafitfrUtiir, jn purluance ot his notice* role to call 
the attention/? the i Joule, to the future of the relief from cer¬ 
tain l$gal >*^cricutties and hardilups, which be intended to 
movebeh?if of the QuaJo is He did not nnan to 
ljuefl^>fte fad* on which Qu ikeis had been imprtfonrd on 
acv^ . of conic leutioui aid rthgiOus fcruplcs which they 
rof t timed with iegard to thur mode cf paying tythes.— 
.He did not imcnJ to ddcufs tnc wdjom of frith fcruples Nor 
ffrould he pinpofe Any thing that woo Vi nntrfcit with the juft 
rights of ihofe to whom tythe wa e due from (Quaker* Nei¬ 
ther did be mean to proceed in any othu way ihan lie fhould 
have proceeded, bad he not known wh it the law was «i this 
cafe* and haa not heard ot any cafe o‘ nariiHup <n individuals. 
He went into an ample detail of Its object m the prtfent mea- 
fute, as well as the hifloiy of a£ls of p mamtnt s they had 
been made from the 7th and 8th of King H ilium, downwards. 
By the religious frtuples of the Quakerr, they could not, he 
jatd, make a voluntary payment cf tythes to any perton dc> 
UJir.dng it, however wJl they might be entitled to it by 
fop la,w of die land, conceiving it to be contraty to the 
dt'ilpe precept* of holv wnt, and in ccnAquuice of tfuic 
fcntples they were fubjrfl to great inconveniences. 1 he 
icgiflatuie had been imprrfled with * feofc of this difiiculty 
Jopg finee, and an a<Ei 01 parliament had paflui in confequence, 
wbtdUiad been Ihc Jaw for the greater part of the ptefent 
ceatury, whereby the jufticc of peace might make dtt order 
for the faje of the defendant's goods who had been found to 
owe tythes, and who being a Quaker could not snake any 
voluntary payment , this extended, however, only to foe fern 
of ten pounds. It had been found, as far a* it went, toianfwtr 
the benefit ia) pwpgS&for which it was intcad«& Silfiki Inten¬ 
tion there‘ore ymwfot&w tfot principle of fo«?l***vi»ut to 

, ttake 
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Ukc off the limitation nbfeidh confined it to ten pound®, and to 
axake it s^atf»K i^eonvonieiuie would arife from granting 

to the *b» ftwjisBtry Jarifdiakm, becaufe an appeal 

migftp J^e iud to the quarter. iefit Ns, and therefore, let the 
p£pm N*]N*t ^Nght, it was fubjedl to appeal, and alt Hut 
he mould propofe to do in this part of the cate, was fimply to 
remove the . reftraint which confined the jurifdi&ton to the 
lium of tep pound®. There would, however, ftill hetttain a 
cafe, to wch the remedy of the he alluded «b did not 
apply, and that was when the i 1 ' was in quefliom *f hat 
he propofed tp $e removed, to be , rd in a couit ofdaw, 

{ike other tftltfs, and when the queflh’ d title Pul! h^ve been 
fettled, then the mode of obtaining the'- * dt on rbst title IhaS 
return again, and be fub)ect to the fame fu^jmary junfijf&ion, 

<sit the title had w vor been in quell ionat^!. This would 
produce tile whole remedy upon this branch cafe. He 
ihouid piopofe- fuithei to iwmedy another de fitf 1 ^ v *h t*gtu4 
to enforcing payments mh'*®, that wbm .h» p« jLhidttot 
goods m one county, arid th t w h rein he fhai! d well, TVg&ciettt 
to pay all that (ho'ild be due for litigating the lilttd,** a ibqutrf** 
tranon ftiall b - illued agamft h.s cffsiK, as tn o f her cafes, until 
tnc demand thill have been fully latisfied. I he on’y feenefi- 
C.al effeS of tn s would be, that the pi tintiff who fh ill Pie tor 
and recover hi, tythes fhail not be at liberty to mike his dic¬ 
tion and lmprifoa the defendant, while fuch defendant fhail 
have goods enough to fuisfy the demand, becaufe tn that op¬ 
tion conhfled the hard Hup egamft the Qpakt r ; it he v»t 
jmpnloned foi it, he muft cither he crnifineu tor life, although 
ht may have goods to pay, or give up Ids trenfuencc, anti do a 
deed which he thought agaimt the law of God. Such the 
(Quaker conlnfered the ail of voluntary payment of tytbc®. 

All they afkf d theretore was, that While thtir goods wefe 
fufhetent to pay tythes, fuoh goods might be taker from fhem, 
and that no pet ion cUtmini tythes from them fliouiif have the 
power to iinpnfbrt them mftead of taking their goods. 

If the l Joule thought char the provifions which he novr Hated 
Would be expedient, he was perfuadod that the jufK^e and 
,s huptanuy of the Houfe would readily adopt them, f?o right; 
wf* property was hrru invaded ; on the crtntiaty, n»l rights of 
thaejefod were protected. To fhew that there was rdimm* 
dsfttitfh th ttys l j w by what he intended » prtyofc in the iiil^ 
Ibpuld Hoofe give him leave th bring it in, the quott 4 
the^rctfiddyMt ih mldivent act by wSi£b the iaine principle 

» die f «^ag»r litrbog' '.e forw«Ut<u wass He hadibmd • 

* tbW*/? 
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»ufr hedre axjf wNfe to wafte the time 


to bring in the 


febbjoil 
IfiH, bee 




neeeffary to rejedi If he confidered ir tp be of thaidelenp- 
won, he would not move for it. Havtng ft ate d this, .fie ffittuld 
fay he h ad ftated ail that the Quaker* deftred to be ft&ffcd on 
their part. Them was, however, another fubjsdi which) 
although the Quakers did^ot deftre it, (fo»*e few, bidden, 
defired otherwife) he fct^/it hi* duty to ftafe totfc* Boufc. 
'This was rite reftrichy taking ihe affirmation of <Q$&Jccrs. 
the law as it ftoo# * icy could not be examined dp their 
iwnarion in anv bt^civil ailiuns. He owned, he was not 
able to ffifeover ttyr wifdom of the diHin£hon. By examina¬ 
tion of themop’^Brmaticm in civil cafes, the benefit of their 
tefthnony wy^onfinrd to the mtereft of private individuals, 
■Who aroJj^-v'itors of the courts ot juflice. By taking their 
affirmauf in criminal cafes, the public would be benefitted 
by then teftimony. Some rmportant failures m the admit,i- 
ftratioh of juftice in conft-quence of this reflnihon had, he 
declared, fallen within his immediate knowledge . lie fhould 
therefore pnpofe ihaiQjakcis fhoutd be examined on their 
affirmation in criminal cafe 9 , fubjedt, as they are at ptefem m 
civ.I cafes, to all the confluences of pc i jury. i'hefe were 

ail the points which be intended to be comprehended in the 
tmteafure which he had the honour to iubmtt to the Houfe, 
fie then moved That leave be given to bring in a Bill for 
the further relief of the people called Quakers, as to the itn- 
hfjfenment of their peffons. tor non-payment of tythes, and 
for making their foletnn affirmation evidence tn criminal as 
•well as civil cafes.” 

* blti Wtibeifo> ce feconded the motion, and faid that as his 
honourable and learned friend had ft> fully and f<> clearly ex¬ 
plained the o' juSI of the Bill, he .defired leave to bring in, it 
would be iurpufluoufr for hm to take up the tune ot the 
Houfe, by faying mor% than that it had and ihould have hts 
mefthesuty coneurrertee and fupport. 

Mr. Fran, is deelafed he was as defirous as any man to gift 
every poffible relief and protection to pet Ions who wciw iwffiy 
and fincerely fempujoui, in a religious fer.fe, about {n|fiw 
tythes. Hts doubt Was, whether m fome cafes, thefc ferupbn 
fttijfcnot be prefeffod fbm they are not fenouftyftlr, for 
pftentation or tor ma$t$$r i« hope* to pafs for vi&iw* or 

r frs with their fe&\ general! ff k 

-• * IMS** 
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might not fpr ,&>: aright l*& fafjs and 

prudent ft&fo .•«ar ? ^p»’ 
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gepSifr^ Ite explication.' v 4 . 
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'of the affirmation of Qyafetrstih^tainatcafes,. : i 
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vi^Mtrdl as individud •*' He confided very much 

“ Woman's learoin pd; kdgment;-^ whLW 
2 &X* - * *»'***» 


take an opportunity giving the Haute feis 
WW principle ofthe qucftidl^generally, th& ivW 
thediiWgebcc dee to tender c ippppfed ;*p 
pofiitve laws, and how far., it {bo^^g^xteiio^^ *lr0the,tn«^, 
time* he agreed’ with the . 

tent view*, as far as.they went? 
brmging m the Bill. ,, ■•■!., 

Mr, Martin faid,he fcit highly obliged to the 
and.'learned gentleman for the motion, and be. ce#| 
expressing his ilncere and hearty wiftres, jfeat the 
pafs. It. would do juft ice to a worthy body of people (than - 
, whom none were better fubje£b) and ihew a-Wile and indi¬ 
gent attention to their religious fcruple*. :’ .■<•;. 

The Cbunctlkr of the Exchequer (aid, he fhouid be as urtr 
Willing to give extr.iordir.ary indulgence to ferupies that are 
not ilncere as the honourable geutleraaa who fpoke lately(Mr. 
Francis), hut he wifhed toobferve that-there was no tempte^i 
tioi* here for perform to pretend to fcruplcs falfely, juice by fo 
doing they would bn fubjefil: to much more rigour With regard 
to tyt'nes than if they did dot pretend to them. He thought* ‘ 
therefore, the number would not be great, of thofe wh»>|RRr 
tended to ferupies which would fubject them to rnca 

Sir. W. Dolhm approved highly of the propofed te^faition% H 
and thought they would be equally beneficial to the Quakers, 
and thofe entitled to tythes. He hoped, however, that un& 

, Would be given to canfider the fub^eef maturely, a» 
fk ieike a materia] alteration..in the exiting law. - JUgr! ' &$, .■#$ 
. '>%^,JEtebmre. laid, he felt happy to-fee 

W worthy and reipdpable a .body-of men. ■ 

;WeTe,p^ipnt and lubmlfive * ^ trader*, |mi$hu$,j4|v 

fillip <* fodetjri *&&&*:: 

withoht^w^ 


»1 * 
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riel* ; n*> one stfiNbhotfs if hfc fli^irfl^rfrjfeipfcs #P» 

fcw relrtr *%*«**«« *» ft lHJWhen«a*he*|»*rih | & m teiftfeft 
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the QgMbers m general. * ' vw " 1 ‘ * - 

fy&Ssfdwt *t m ovum tht»n pafffcd nm atm * 

, S^AVJr CAfthYtK* *ft,U 

Ur, IFi&trfqru fa,c^ Wyoulil prefac? wjhafthcji%d to 
with* very few word** /,rh© was to ex*rcg$ h&.$wn judg,** 
*»tro% jw^feljv j/ , pf hn, own imagu|««»% fm wwjiM 
teipMfiflmvt* mg *° fwoutbit tnc exportattott .0* gave* 
into ttep^tXMfh thtfemull reccollc£k, that «U On# 

w*l foq»v« 4 % d^jpUpters, op a to, mer occafiou, waft gra¬ 
dually to r^i^Ske *t$4% and to fill up the chafm in thtir 
eft*fis y ncix&''.,$> thytt^utary object, hijacc 1790 hid time 
had^eaoV./t t&yfccwophfh then dcbre* It wa* his intention 
atprdear move, that one flave pu ton Ihopki beallowed and 
atoimC^p cyeiy Hup of aoo tuns. and four for every eon to 
*ve£* Ejjm *lx>ve that tonmgt- If this motion was adopted j ha 
would pen ttpve that no other fbtps than thofe at prefent tn 
the ten iteihould bd m future employed. Mr. VV llberfbrce 
moved* ‘‘ That 00 gituter number of Hates thtn the propor¬ 
tion of one foj, eiery ton up to 200 tons, be futteud to beex- 
ported f 10/c .he Coafi pf A fra. a mto any of the XVeg-India 
ifla^ds.* 7 Th* wiceflity of this refolutipn he argutd fioip the 
jfadktW Cpct the itoufe h*d irauud a idoiution for the gu- 
dttajUboUftoii of the ; tyade, the number of (hips emb irked u> ft 
tS^mcfalifd. Mr« Wdbirforcc profefled,that tn tbete refo. 
Jufftpshc 1^4 a futmer teiorente to the ddirabk objedt of bring* 
indlwuu* 4 n entire abolition, and that hi (hould wdb that 
car^Tm rhe next fciKon 1 - the* Houle would uo thdtr the imam 
of ftes Jfcv* truoe eotut ly t 

11 Mtm jffttd, h<? was Jmpri&d to find r inotu n of 
<b*f pi^pFlattkO bought fonvai<? at that bite pi nod ot the 
fe/CwiW k »*#» fapL lantamoijitu to a prohibition 01 tniv 
id ipofe ite^e jftm&tjtt* would render the import*-* 
Uott of & pt-pewire, that the inu riuow «nd pUnt^y ^ 
would Hot be 4>lo 651 up the chaitns to w*uch the , 
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entertain the motions, cfpecially when they recollc&ed the 
ftate of the Weft-India iflands, and the fituation of this 
country, engaged in an exteniive war. If military operations 
*n the Weft-Indies are now neceffary, a great number of 
negroes would be wanting to fill up the black regiments; 
Mid he believed it would have been more for the interefts 
f>t humanity, if more black regiments had been employed, 
becaufe every Brittfti fcldier fent to the Weft Indies, before 
he could be a£Iively employed there^ >coft his country zool. 
whereas a negro, befides being more 'f'Coned to the climate, 
would not coft above 80I. In the hop ? . ■>f advantages to be 
derived from employing black regiment, Oeneral Tarleton 
jnfifted that it would be icconfiftent to tV. r ‘»k of putting re- 
ilriftions upon the trade, which would damp -he zeal and ac¬ 
tivity of mcrch.mts and planters, and impede thcWperarions of 
government In a word, he thought that if gc^jmen re¬ 
garded the prelervation of the Weft India iflands, L ^^would 
not accede to the meafure now propofed. Nik 

Mr. JcniinJcn confidered the motion, if carried, as newing 
more than a rax on Haves; and the prefent Bill, he infifted, 
was ample and adequate to the ends propofed in the motion 
made by his honourable friend. Mr jenkinfon profeffed that 
he wifhed the adoption of fuc/.r regulations as thefe, that the 
voaltof Africa fhould be made an .Admiral's ftation, and that 
no Chip with Haves flnuld fail from thence without the Ad¬ 
miral’s enforcing the regulations relpedting tonnage, &c. alfo 
that governors fhould be eftablifhed at rhofe particular places 
where the trade was carried on. Mr. Jenkinfon declared, that 
he had been always an enemy to fixing a particular period for 
in? abolition of the trade; at the fame time, he was convinced, 
that under wife and (klutary regulations its continuance would 
be but ftiort. 

Mr. R)der fupported the motion, and faid, he thought that 
the oppofmon to the meafure propofed by his honourable 
friend, arofc from the candor with which he had ftated the 
extent of his wifries for an abolition ; but, independent of this 
he confide red the particular reafon fufficicnt for adopting 
it, that during the middle paflnge, the flaves were expoled 
to great haruthips and mortality. He faid, that from a 
paper which was put into his hand by an honourable friend 
(Mr- Rofej; for the laft three years, the lofs per cent in the 
importation of flaves from the coaft of Africa, by mortality 
was efti mated at 16 the firft, 17 the fecoud, and 18 the laft! 
i he diminution, therefore, of the mortality, by allowing 
greater tonnage, would be an advantage inftcad 0 f * | 0 f s t n the 
Vfli. iy. 1796. 2 (i merchants 
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merchants and planters, and he conceived this the moil lenient 
of all other modes of accompllfting an abolition. 

Mr. Rofe did not objed to the regulation refpe£ling ton¬ 
nage, if it would prevent mortality among the flaves. He 
faid that the paper alluded to, had been put by him into the 
hinds of the honourable gentleman ; but the number of deaths 
had not been fairly ftated, as it was only in the flaves from 
certain parts that the mortality was fo great as deferibed. In 
fome it had only been four per cent, fome one, fo as little to 
exceed the ordinary ^^rulations of mortality among other 
men, 

Mr, Ryder cxphi 

General Tarlctsfffi aid, fincc a paper was alluded fo, on 
which argumenj/was founded, it fhou’d be properly before 
the Houfe. 

Mr. Duties faid, that he had never fern the paper that had 
been mcr£pned t and if any argument were to he founded on 
jti it be regularly moved for. He perfectly concurred 

in tjpfobjedl of the proportions fo far as they vient to im¬ 
prove the fituation of the flaves in the middle pafl-ige, but he 
owned, he ftartled when he heard that they were directed 
to abolition. With regard to the prohibition of new fhip» 
entering the trade, it muff depend upon the fail, whether 
many {hips had lately entered, or whether tnc prefent {hips 
were old in trade and would retire. IfiS approbation or dif- 
anprobation would follow according as this fadt turned out. 
He thought fince they were at vaiiauce in their ftatement of 
fafls, they fhouid wait for correct information. He cautioned 
the honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberfurce) again ft attempt¬ 
ing inciiredUy to effedt the abolition, or loading the prefert 
Bill with claufes that would ocvafion oppofuion that would 
prove fatal to it both in this and the other Louie, and thus 
defeat a meafure about which all were agreed, and from which 
much advantage had accrued. ' 

Mr. Barham oppofed the propoftlion®, and dated that t he 
iflands would not be averfe from abolition moderately and 
prudently conducted; but the Houfe having already this fef- 
fiori declined an abolition of the tiade, an indirect attempt of 
this nature, which was avowed by the honourable gentleman, 
who introduced it was fornewhat indecorous, as well as in- 
Oonftent with their late determinations. 

Mr. Francis faid, he would give his cordial aflent to any 
,iheafure that would ameliorate the condition of the unfortu¬ 
nate Africans. From a curfory view of the ftatement, he 
drew an average that the mortality was at leaft a lots of nine 



Atrii. ®6 .] WOODF ALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. s»7 

i 

or ten per cent. This was an argument that ought to induce 
the Houfe to conftder the fa&; if a faving occurred in the 
lofs by mortality, that would recompence the planters and 
merchants for what they ihould fuffer by an additional ex- 
pcnce. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, that after the late 
determination of the Houfe, he fhould obje£l to his honourable 
friend's motion, if he confidered it in the light of an indirect 
abolition ; as fuch, the meafure proposed would be nugatory, 
for it would merely add about 2I. t.‘ ‘ he price of a negro. 
He profefled to be one of thofe whoVs "plored the Africaft 
Have trade ; he could not therefore defn ,^ts exreniion by the 
employment of new capitals, or the encre.i'e of plantations. 
Fie compared the allowance of tonnage in flavJiJhtps with that 
allowed in the tranfport fervice, to Toldiers anenonvitfs, and 
argued that the Houfe fhould be equally careful health 

of the negroes. If it was a matter of doubt W.-'^jfeer the 
Houfe might not go further than the meafure fuggem^^ this 
could he no ground of objection why they fhould not arleaft 
go as far. He fhewed that the mortality among the negroes 
exceeded what fome gentlemen fuppofod. Upon thefe grounds 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer enforced the regulations fug- 
gefled. 

Mr. Barham explained. 

Mr. Dundas fatd, he did not wifh to infinuate that a iufE- 
cient tonnage fhould not be allowed ; his objedl was merely 
that the Houfe fhould be put in pofFeflion of every necefTary 
information, to enable them to afeertam the quantity which 
Ihould be allowed. He therefore trufled, that gentlemen 
would not by per lifting in the claufes, reduce thofe who op- 
pofed them to put the Hill, which was in other refpc&s a good 
one, in a queftionable fh.ipe. He wilhed the paper on the 
table, on which a good deal Teemed to be founded, and that 
the Chairman fhould report progrefs, and a(k leave to tit 
again that they might be able to take up the fubjedt with full 
information. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, a delay of a few days 
was necoflary to furnifh the Houfe with grounds to form 411 
eftimate of the mortality which took place in the middle paf- 
fage. In that time the proper papers might be laid before 
the Houfe for the fttbfaction of gentlemen, though he was 
then -perfectly convinced, that fome exrtmion of tonnage 
fhould be adopted, even perhaps exceeding that which had 
been propofed in the committee by bis honourable friend. 

Mr. IVilberfcr'ce and Mr. Secretary 'Dundai explained. 

Lord Sheffield ford, that the meafure of abolition, as pro- 

G 1 poled 
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paled by die right honourable gentleman, would mdbe the 
Weft-India ({lands a curfe to the country; whereas they 
were at prelent the moft valuable acquifition we had, as the 
country derived an annual produce of twenty-four millions 
from tnem. He would not therefore concur in any future ar¬ 
rangement that went to injure our colonial interefts. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, and declared, that 
no motive of intereft either with refpe& to commercial or ter¬ 
ritorial acqui fit ions, could induce him to content to the exten¬ 
sion or aggrandtzemo^of the (lave trade. When he expref- 
fbd a hope for the cdjxirrence of the Houfe with him, he had 
Ho idea of attachinipnn any undue manner, the noble lord to 
tdscaute. Whaj^iefaid was merely in confequence of what 
he heard at alwmes before, and then in particular, of the 
general wiflfcmiat the trade fhould one day ceafe. If this was 
granted^ji y The extenfion of the trade was confidered, not 
haere|uCPuman, but impolitic, he was aware, and he trufted 
the ypne would think with him, that naeafures lhould be put 
In ^in for the infeniible and gradual abolition which was 
looked to. It was before urged, that when the fexes were 
proportioned to maintain a population of the (laves in the 
iflands, the trade itfelf (hould be abohfhed. He trufted the 
Houfe, and the planters themfelves were lincere in that propo¬ 
rtion ; and that the horrid commerce was not to continue, 
and be daily and yearly extended. He trufted the Houfe 
would even fee the policy of giving up partial and temporarj 
confiderations for future and fohd advantages—that they 
would not, for any motives of lucre, purfue mcafures that 
would fully the glory of our commercial and territorial in- 
ierefts. 

HAT DUTY. 

The Houfe refolved itfdf into a committee of the whole 
Houfe on the hat duty Bill. 

It was fixed that after the 5 th of April, 17 Q 7 , every perfon 
Wearing a hat with the lining unftamped, fhould be liable m 
the penalty. 

Mr. Martin afked if a perfon wearing a hat without a lining 
was liable ? 

Mr. Roje faid the words were for any perfon wearing a hat 
without a lining properly ftamped. 

Mr. JV. Smith alked whether a perlbn getting a new hat 
lined, would be liable to the tax ? 

'The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that thofe iyho paid the 
tax to any confiderable amount, were not likely to be in the 

pra&ice 
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yruB&et of new lining their hats;* and where theh^t 
inferior price, ceconomy would not beobftrucled by tKFtri- 
• fling additional duty. * ' rw 

A claufe was brought up, by which the owner of a hat is 
compelled to prove that his hat paid the duty. 

The Houfe was then refumed, and the report ordered to lie 
received. 

BLACK LEAD DUTY BILL. f 3 

A 

The Hpufe ip a committee for impelling certain dutiear>;pn 
black lead imported into Great-Brit., , came to the fdhw- 
ing refolutions -** That a duty or il s ’cr cwt. be laid on 

black lead imported :-and that 6d be » r owed on every cwt. 

exported.” ,t 

The refolutions were reported, and ordere^to be received 
to-morrow. 

count. 

Mr. Lechmtrc lamented the thmnefs of the Houfefrito 
a committee for remedying the prefent fcarcity ofcorwj and 
hence he was induced to move, that the orddr of the cfhybe 
read. The order bein'! read, he moved that it be difeharged, 
and fixed for Friday fe’enmght, the fi.vth of May, on which 
day he would molt certainly fubmit his intended motion.— 
Ordered. 

CITY MILITIA. 

^ _*i 'V 

The Houfe refolvcd itfelf into a committee, for reducing 
two a£ts of the two lafl: fellions of parliament mtQ one/for 
the better regulation of the city militia. Several amend- 
ments were propofed and agreed to. The Houfe being re¬ 
turned, the report was ordered to be received on Friday next. 

Adjourned. 

v 


HOUSF. OF LORDS. 

"Wednesday, April 27. 

Heard counfel on a Scots appeal, Cameron v. Cameron. 
The Bills on the table were read in their different ilages. 
' Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. »- 

Wednesday, Jpril 27. 

. * * i 

The report of the committee for regulating the importation 
of black lead was brought up, read, and agreed to; as was that 
Oh the importation of mahogany. 


The 
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The reverend Mr. Jones’s divorce Bill pafled a committee 
of the whole Houfe. 

Mr, Charles Lang moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the 
more effeiiually preventing the landing of good?, wares, and 
merchandize, without fubmitting them to the infpedtioh of 
•roper officer.?, and who (hall make certain regulations in the 
landing of Wine, Sec. Granted. 


SUMMER THFATRE. 

Sir TVatkin £eu'ij|movtd for leave to bring in a Bill to 
enable his Majefty JPpicenfe as a fummer theatre the houfe 
ip Wellclofe Squain the liberty of the Tower Hamlets. 

Mr. MainicajJng -laid, it would be extraordinary if the 
IJoufe fhould a/ree to palling a Bill of this kind, after they 
had refufed dp very fame thing, when he moved it a few years 
ago. . Aflfs r events fuch a matter as this deferved much more 
confidg^Kn than could be expedted to be given to it in fo thin 
aHtraT; .and therefore he hoped the worthy alderman would 
Poftf tone the conuderation of the motion for a few days, with 
this view he moved, that the debate upon this fubjedl fhould 
be adjourned to Monday next. 

Sir Wutkin Lewes laid, he thought it a little extraordinary 
that the honourable gentleman, who had been fo Hrenuoqs 
an advocate for this very meafure fome time ago, lliould 
on the prefent occafion, be fo ready to oppofe even its in- 
trodu#ion, however he had no objection to its being cirf- 
t&fli-d in a fuller Houfe, and therefore he Ihould not op- 
pofc the adjournment of it to Monday. 

The queftion was then put, and the debate was adjourned 

Monday next. 


INDEMNIFICATION TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE’S 

CLERKS. 

The report of the committee for allowing joool. a year be¬ 
tween the clerk’s of the fecretary of Hate’s office, as a com- 
penfatiojn to them for the Iofs they may fuftain in coniequehcp 
of the palling of a Bill now depending for the regulation of 
printed votes of parliament and ncwfpapcrs, was brought up 
and read. 

Mr. Jekyll declared he had no defile to oppofe the granting 
of this compelifation, he wiflied however to be informed, 
whether the report of the committee who took into confider- 
atjon thefubjixt of the Hilaries and » molun.cnts ofthefe gentle¬ 
men, had met been confidered and acted upon by the executive 
government. * 

• f 
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The ChariLellor of the Exchequer anfwered in the affirmative, 
and laid, that many of the recommendations of that commfttee 
had been a£fed upon. Some things had indeed been done 
contray to the opinion of thofe commiffioncrs, but on the 
whole of the matter the executive government had done what 
appeared to them to be the moft beneficial for the public, and 
that many very lalutary, as well (Economical regulations, had 
taken place in the poll office. 

The refolution of the committee for this conditional al¬ 
lowance to the clerks was then read, and agteed to. 


WAYS AND M£ANS 

The Houfe refolved itftlf into a committee of ways and 
means. V ■ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer laid, that ii^umfcquence of 
all that had been before advanced refpectirig%fee dog tax 
(which he meant as a fublfitute for another articJe'ipiaxarion, 
found advifeabie to be relinquilhed,) he would not tiofele the 
committee with many words. lie meant merely to t^ve a 
refolution, which, it agreed to by the commirtee, would be the 
ground-work of a Bili. The refolution was to the following 
cfleet:—“ That in all aft-fled houfi-s, keeping no more than 
one dog, the duty tor the fame fhould be three (hillings : that 
in afleii'ed anti unaftefted houfes, where more than one dog 
was kept, a duty of fiv e (hillings lhould be paid on each dog ; 
that a ('porting dog kept in any houfe Ihould be liable to a duty 
of five (hidings ; and laflly that al! unafleffed houfes, keeping 
no more than one dog (unlefs that dog came under the de¬ 
nomination of (porting or luxiny,) lhould be exempt from all 
duty whatever.” 1 his, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
laid he coniidercd to be fo fair, that he thought it could meet 
no great objection. 

Mr. Dent rofe, and repeated many of his arguments on a 
former night again!! the principle of the tax, in the manner in 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer meant to make it 
attach. In his bill, his defign was that the whole produce 
lhould go in aid of the poor rates, and not to the revenue. 
The principle of this Bill, Mr. Dent faid, was to prevent 
canine madnefs, by the ddtrudhon of dogs which were nei- 
therofufe nor comfort to individuals. By this plan the mid¬ 
dling cla(s would in a great meafure be relieved from the 
burthens which are of late very heavy in the increafe of 
poor rates. Though his Bili had been rejected on a former 
night, after drawing forth much wit ami 1 filicide, particularly 
from an honourable gentleman (Mr. Courtenay,) Whom 

he- 
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he faw then in his place, he was fi ill fo convinced of the good 
tendency of its principle and provifions, that he (hould take the 
fenfe of the Houfe refpedting the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
refolutkm: and he was able to inform the right honourable 
gentleman, by a letter he had received from Durham, that 
fuch was the effe& of his fpeech refpedting this bufinefs on a 
former night, that the poor in that part of the country were 
already canvafling for having the dogs of the rich divided 
among them to evade the tax. This, he had before fuggefted, 
would be the cafe-—the fquire would fend his dogs to the 
cottager to avoid the tax ; the dogs would be thus divided, 
anti more mifehief would arife. Befide, the poor man, he was 
aware, would be o^cn obliged to remove his own dog to make 
room for the len/re’s dog; and thus the great caufe of huma¬ 
nity which gentlemen fo much contended lor in the inftance of 
the poor nagjns dog, would be loft. 

Mr. profefFcd himfelf adverfe to the difcrimination 

of th^j^anctHor of the Exchequer. Dogs of luxury might 
bekd^catthe tenant’s houfes, and thus the tax avoided. 

‘' The Ckanci Uor sf the Exchequer faid, that the hoc. gentleman 
had come back again to the queftion which had been before 
debated, whether the tax (hould go in aid of the revenue, or to 
diminifh the number of dogs. As to the feveral arguments 
which the honourable gentleman (Mr. Den*) had then ufed, 
they were fufficiently aniwered orr a former night. With re¬ 
gard to the correfpondencc which the honourable gentleman 
.bad mentioned, the Houfe certainly could not give it much 
weight; Unlefs fome of the telegraphs had been at work to 
fend his fpeech to Durham, he was not aware how it could fo 
foon have reached that city, and a report of its cffe& and im- 
preffion have been returned to town fo early. Couid it frncc 
'Monday night laft, if conveyed fo far, directly have fuch ex¬ 
traordinary operation ? The argument was agalnft the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman ; in confcquencc of his bill which has been 
rejected, gentlemen who wifhed to evade the tax, poachersj 
and the like, were for lodging their dogs with the poor; they 
would, however, find them (elves difappointed. To another 
honourable gentleman (Mr. JolifFe), he would fay, that the 
very diftrn£Hons which he difapproved did away his objections. 
Gentlemen would fee that they could not evade the tax by 


fending dogs of fport to their tenants; and it was not likely 
that ladies would lofc the fociety of their lap dogs, and fend 
them tocottagers’ houfes to evade the duty. 

Captain Berkley declared, that he approved of the tax, but 
* he 
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he Wtfhed the diftin&ion to be well afeccrtained—he vfcSifar 
a#ng the verds lurchres or terriers. , . . . ,\ n . !s 

Mr. Buxton faid, be unwillingly qppofed any meagre thajfc, 
went in aid of the revenue tofupport a juft and necefTary, wau, 
but he thought the meafure injurious to the landed intereft. Jf 
dogs of fport were taxed, the country would lofe its attraction,, 
and be deferted. 


Mr. Courtenay faid, that the prefent meafure was exceed-, 
ingly unexceptionable and equitable. He fhould have been 
blent, if the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dent) had not alluded., 
to him. Since the late debate on the fubject, he had looked 
into the Tranfa&ions of the Philofophical Society at Manches¬ 
ter, and there he found the elaborate differ Nation, by a very 
Skilful gentleman, who kept hounds himfelf, the general 
idea of canine madnefs and hydrophobia was ei ^gd y errone* 
ous. He trufted that the country gentlemen wen^^ liberal 
and humane to faddle their dogs (as the honourable glmlemaa 
faid) on the poor, and there was no reafon to fear tha^}dics 
would give their lap dogs to be nurfed by fanners and tenants, 
in order to evade the tax. 


The whole of the honourable gentleman's opinion refpefting 
canine madnefs was fo much out of the way, and the frame 
and provifions of his late Bill were fo eccentric, that he pre¬ 
fumed he had borrowed the whole from a famous work, intitled 
The Travels of Baron Monchaulen: the honourable gentleman 
however was in earneft, whereas the Baron meant a mere 
joke. In the 210th page of that book, the Baron relates that 
he was one night difturbed by an unufual noile in his chamber j, 
and rifing, to his great furprife, found that his large fur cloak 
had been bitten by a mad dog—-that the madnefs was comma-, 
nicited to his coat, waiftcoat and breeches—and, in fhort, 
that fuch atlaft was the .mad and furious ftaie of his wardrobe, 
that he was obliged to call in the peace officers to his Rid. 

• Mr. JPent faid, that the honourable gentleman's fpeech oa 
a former night was fo ridiculous, that he muft.be indebted to 
Joe Miller’s Jefts for his materials. If an honourable gentle-, 
man (Mr. Sheridan), who was not then in his place, crewed 4 
ftage in Bartholomew fair, and retained the honourable gen* 
tfemah to a<ft as his Merry Andrew, they both might be more 
at home, as to humour and lucre, than in that houfe. 

. Wlf. Qourtenay ditclaimcd any ill-nature in what he laid then^ 
or on a former night. 'Twas true, that were he reduced*© 
the necefiky of exhibiting at Bartholomew fair, he npight be 
able to make fomething by difeounting a joke; but he Ihould 
be forry that the honourable gentleman (Mr. Dent) were. 
IV, iycj6. 2 H ©b!igs£‘ 
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obliged to live by his wit} in fuch circumftances he would 
not live long, he feared he would ftarve. In the changes end 
chances-of life, it often happened that perfons more elevated 
and fecure than himfelf, or the honourable gentleman, wert 
forced to purfue a mode of life as degrading as that which he 
recommended to him. The emigrants of France, many of 
them once blefl’cd with riches and comforts, and from his 
heart he pi ted them, were at that day a cafe in point. The 
honourable gentleman therefore fhould not feel fore at his 
giving him an opportunity to be complimented by the houle on 
his turn for humour, and on his happy temper. 

Sir Robert Salujbitry profcfltd his approbation of the tax, 
though he was hjfnlelf a fportfman. 

Mr. Martif gave the miniftcr credit for the tax, which he 
thought proper one. 

Lort ] faid, he came down to the houfe two days ago 

to ate a Hill formed in compliance with feveral petitions, 
_ prote&ion againft the evils arifjng from the inercafeof 
dogs. The treatment the Bill received was unbecoming the 
gravity of that houfe. He confefled, that confidering the great 
diftrefs of the country on the fubjedt of taxation, he was not 
forry that the chancellor of the exchequer had feized upon the 
tax for the ufe of the public, he might however have done if 
with due attention to the wifhes of the petitioners. 'Die tax 
certainly was popular in the country, but it was with the v iew 
of getting rid of that very kind of dog, which the chancellor of 
the exchequer meant particularly to exempt. He entirely dif¬ 
ag reed with thofe who affected to call a dog the great comfort 
of the poor. He knew that, on the contrary, they were the 
fburce of misfortune ro them; they involved them and theiv 
children in perpetual ffrifes and difficulties; they were the 
caufe of the greateft ill-will and warfaie among neighbours 
The poor, half-ifarvedanimal, whofe exiftence was a mifeiv, 
was the thief that plundered the petty flores of many wretched 
families. Thefe poor, neglected dogs were always in the way 
of being bitten by mad dogs, find confequently of communi¬ 
cating the horrid diforder to the moll unguarded of the com¬ 
munity. The inftances in his neighbourhood were innumer¬ 
able. No man could be more averfe than he tvas to give the 
ftgnal to maflacrc thofe faithful animals; he therefore pro¬ 
posed, that the prefent cxifling dog of every poor man fliould 

exempt from taxation; but if he thought proper to take 
nother dog hereafter, he fhould pay the tax. In fuch a regu¬ 
lation there would be no outrage of a poor man’s feelings, he 
would not be deprived of an old faithful companion, to which 

hts 
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heand his family were attached. The affectation of fuch attention 1 
to the comforts of the poor, as had been expreffed, would not' 
impofe at this time. If the country is in a fituation at prefenf 
to indulge in fuch confiderations, let the poor have the com¬ 
fort of (hoes to their feet, by diminution of the tax Upon lea- 
thcr; let them have the comfort of light, and of cleanlinefs, 
by the reduction of the tax upon candles and foap; let them 
have the comfort of a little finall beer, by fome modification 
of the malt-tax. The country, however, he had too much 
re a fan to believe was not at prefent in a fituation to forego - 
fuch productive taxes on general consumption. For his part, 
he (hould prefer a general tax of five (hillings upon all dogs, 
with an exception in favour of the poor man's exilhng dog, as 
already mentioned. 

General M'Lead liked the tax; but wifiiea to^ Lo w from 
the minifter, whether it would produce more or 1 ci>!^mi one 
hundred thoufand pounds, which was firft calctilateuftoow 
that he had relinquifhed his tax of one (hilling on the Tlftt- 
tager’s dog. 

'lie Chancellor cf the Exchequer replied that this could make 
no difference, as it w<»s not at firft intended that this p.;rt ( .f 
the tax Mould go to the revenue: In confcquence, however, 
of other altuations, he was induced to think that it would 
produce more than was at firft calculated. 

Mr. Simmer wiflu-d to introduce a claufe to make the tax 
general; that propoiition was however reje^ed. 

The houfe then divided on Mr. Pitt’s refutation. 

Jyesy - - - - 52 

Aver, - * - 2() 

Majority , 23 

After fome refutations, the Houfe relumed, and the report 
was ordeied lor the 28th. 


QUAKERS. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair brought up the Bill for relieving 
Quakers from imprifonment in certain cafes, refpeCting the 
payment of tythes, and for admitting their evidence by affir¬ 
mation in criminal anu civil cafes. The Bill was read a firft 
time; and, on the motion for the fecond reading, ' 

Mr. /. Hawki ns B, owns fuggefted the propriety of intror 
ducing a provifion againft abufes of perfons, who might call 
themfelves quakers in order to give falfe witnefs. 

Mr,.Serjeant Adair fiiid, that though much would be done. 

2 H 2 fot 
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for the people called Quakers by fuch a meafure, ftill it could 
not be fuch as to induce any ill-difpofed perfon to pretend 
himfelf a Quaker; and if any one were detected in fuch a 
fraud, they would be punilhed by the law, as it regards per¬ 
jury. He then moved, that the Bill be read a fecond time on 
Monday the 2d of May, and then printed. Ordered. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, April 28. 

Received feveral Bills from the Commons. 
Read the Bjtfs on the table. Adjourned. 


£ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, April 28. 

ridge, Hammond’s eftate, Jones’s divorce, and Bar- 
wick Inclofure Bills, were read a third time and palled. 

DOO TAX. •' 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of 
Ways and Means upon the rcfolution propofed the preceding 
day by the Chancellor of the Exchequer for a tax on dogs. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he thought the refolutions ought fpeci- 
fically to ftate, thofe kind of dogs, which the poor were fuf- 
fered to keep. When the refolutions mentioned teriiers and 
lurchers, the words ufcd were iridefinate in their meaning, and 
might fubjedt the cottager to the penalty impofed on a different 
defeription of animals, if informed againft by any neighbour 
who wilhed to do him a mifehief. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that the refolutions 
were defignedly drawn up in a Joofc manner, that they might 
be explained and narrowed agreeable to the fuggeftions of the 
Houfe. The words terrier and lurcher, he conceived as de¬ 
finite as any other words, and in the committee the honoura¬ 
ble gentleman might propofe fuch alterations as he thought 
necellary. 

The report was received, and a Bill ordered to be brought 
in agreeable to the refolutions voted. 

HAT DUTY BILL. 

The report of the committee was brought up. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that from the conftru£tion of this Bill, 
{he manufacturers of hats would be placed in an awkward 

fituation. 
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fituation. They could not fell an y hats to the retail dealer 
without incyrring the penalties or the Bill, though it Was 
well known that the ufual courfe of the trade was for the 
manufacturer to fell the hats to the dealer in an unfiniQied 
{fate, and the latter lined them and drefled them up for file. 

7 be Cbancellsr cf the Exchequer faid in reply, that the hon. 
gentleman was in a fituation by no means new to him, viz. 
that of objecting to one claufe of a Bill, without having perufed 
the whole; if he had read the Bill, he would have found that 
it contained a claufe by which the manufacturer was allowed 
to fell hats to the dealer without the duty. 

Mr. IV. Smith objected to the tax, as a mifnomer, it was in 
faCt a tax on the lining ot hats, and not a tax upon hats. If it 
was confidered a tax upon the larter, how ditAthe matter Hand ? 
infteadof impofing a duty of two (hillings\n each hat, it 
would amount to a du*y of fix (hillings on fov^jhats, as he 
underftood that every lining mult be (tamped, tn-sAh it was 
known that the fame hats were often lined two and tm%e times. 
Thus the tax would be a duty on hats to three tiroes the 
amount that it profelled. He faid he had converfed with feve- 
lal perfons, both retailers and others, who were of opinion, 
that it would be much better to (lamp the hat itlelf, this could 
be done in the dye, without fubjeding the import to be 
evaded, which might be the cafe with rdpcCt to the lin¬ 
ing. 

Tb* Chancellor of the Exch. quer faid, it frequently happened, 
that gentlemen who had not given themfclves the trouble of 
carefully confidering the whole of a fubject, fancied they could 
lujigeft more effectual means of collecting a tax, than thatpro- 
pol'ed by a mitulter. This very mode luggefted by the honour¬ 
able gentleman had been under conftderation, but it appealed, 
from all the information he had been able to obtain, that the 
plan would tend materially to injure the article and prejudice 
the trade in it. With refpret to the other obfervation of the 
honourable gentleman, viz. that perf'ons having their hats 
lined would be liable to p.,y the duty mure than u.ice, he con¬ 
ceived that to be neither a new nor an improper principle. 

By the prefent Bill refpeCfing the duties upon hats, peribns 
were bound to have frelh (tamps with their hats, when they 
were new lined ; this ciaufe therdore was rather the enforce¬ 
ment of an old, than the introduction of a new principle. 

The repot t with the amendment was agreed to, and the Bill 
ordered 10 beengryfled and read a third time the next day. 


I«avy 
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NAVY BILLS. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that “ An account 
of all the navy, victualling, and tranfport bills out-ftanding, 
with the intereft upon them, be laid before the Houfe,*’ prepa¬ 
ratory to a motion he intended to make for the funding of -navy 
bills. Ordered. 


LANDED ESTATE BILL. 

Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Bill for granting 
a duty to his majefty on the fucceffion of real eftates. 

Mr. Sheridan fuggefted a material confideration, whether 
this Bill might not induce people, who vviflied to bequeath the 
whole of their property, undiminilhcd, to inveft it in the 
French or other^reign funds ? 

The Cbancdf• of the Exchequer admitted the queftion to be 
worthy of^jf ^deration, but laid, if the practice became pre¬ 
valent, iuj^Juld be neceftary to provide a remedy. As perfons 
who vajTed property in the foreign funds were fubjefl to the 
charge*of aconftant commiflion on the receipt of the intereft, 
that together with the hazard they encountered, would prevent 
them from having recourfe to fuch a mcafurc. He would not 
fay any more on the fubjecl at prefent, as it did not prefs for 
argument or animadverlion. 

Mr. Sheridan reminded the right honourable gentleman that 
it w'as a known fi£t that fevera! people had been and were in 
the habits of buying into the American funds, who, by the 
prefent Bill, would have an additional inducement to adhere 
_ to the pradlice. 

The report was ordered to be recommitted, and the Bill to 
be printed with the amendment, and taken into farther cou- 
fideration on that day fe’nnight. 

CUSATES. 

The order of the day, for the houfe rcfolving itfelf into a 
commit;ee, on a Bill for allowing a certain maintenance to 
curates^ being read, 

Mr. Joddrell faid, he confidered the prefent to be a money 
„ bill. It originated in the houfe of lords, whereas it ihould 
have been firft introduced in the commons. 

The Speaker faid, as far as he could ftate from recoil e&i on, 
this Bill did nothing more than extend the powers of a Bill al¬ 
ready in force, and which originated in the Houfe of Peers. 
It was merely a Bill of regulation to enable the bifhops to. 
make a diftribution of property already in their pofleilion, and 
did not interfere with the public purfe, or trench on the privi¬ 
leges 
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le»es of the Houfe of Commons, by laying a new impoft pn 

the people. * 

General Smith declared he was not averfe to the principle of 

the Bill, but he nevcrthelcfs entertained doubts, whether it 
did not partake of the nature and effect of a money Bill, as 
it went to impower the dioceian to lay a new burthen on the 
rc&or, by increafmg the falary of the curate. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, it was better to delay the further progrefs 
of the Bill, than to lead the Houfe into the ferious miftake of 
lu fieri ng the ocher Houfe to affumc the leaft control over the 
public purfe. 

'The Chancellor cf the Exchequer and Sir IVtlliam Scott coin¬ 
cided with the Speaker, but agreed with the honourable gen¬ 
tleman, that if the leaf! doubt remained in gasmens minds 
it fhould not be precioitnred through the Houfe. 

The Bill was ordered to be committed to a 
the vvho’e Houfe on Monday next, in order to enable 
in the interim to examine precedents. 

WEST INDIES. 

The order of the day was moved and read for refuming the 
adjourned debate on M r . Sheridan’s motions, relative to the 
production of papers concerning the Weft India expedition; 
his firft motion was read, namely, ** That accounts he laid 
before the Houfe of the number of men font out in the expedi¬ 
tion under the command of Sir Curries Grey, at the clofe of 
the year 1793-” 

Mr. Secretary Dundas began a long, perfpicuous, and im- 
preffive fpcech with declaring that to the prefent and fome 
other of the right honourable gentleman’s motions, he had 
nothing to ubject,to others he fnould propoi’e fome amendments 
which appeared to him highly proper and abfolutely ncceiTary. 
He ihou'd alfo move for the production of more papers on the 
lubjeifthan the right honourable gentleman had thought pro¬ 
per to include 111 his lift, numerous as that lift was. After this 
declaration it might /ealoiiab’y be expcdfeJ that he fhould not 
occupy much of the time of the Houfe j he muft, however, 
lay claim to their patience, while he rook a review of all the, 
circumftance 6 connected with the fu: jeil, in which in common 
with the other confidential fervants of the crown, he was fo 
ftrongly implicated, without going through a detail of that 
nature, it would be imp hubb; for him to cftublilh, what, how¬ 
ever prefumptuous and arrogant it might leem in him toaflert 
it, he trnftcd he fhould be able to make out to the (atisfa&ion 
of the Houfe, that n> charge of ncpleift in refped to the care 

of 
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of the Weft Indies was imputable to the executive govern¬ 
ment. 

' The infinuation anddirc<ft charge of a grofsand unpardona¬ 
ble neglect, with regard to the protection of the Weft India 
colonies, had indeed been often heard unanfwered within thofe 
walls, and it mult frequently fall to the lot of thole who fill 
important ftations in executive government, to be obliged (o 
prclcrve a mortifying filence, while random imputations were 
thrown on them by thofe, who holding no refpoufibiiity them- 
felves, indulged every latitude of {peculation, and taking ad¬ 
vantage of pofterior events, did notconfider thccircumftances 
under which the original judgment was formed. Such had 
frequently been his lituation, but never more than in the pre- 
fert inftance, v^’hen minifters were fo openly and repeatedly 
accufed o^p^leit in that part of the empire, which had, in 
fad, paap/’n fo largely of their moftanxious concern. The 
time Mr/'however, at length arrived, when he felt himfclf in 
fome^?grecat liberty to advert to the fubject in the way that 
bis inclination would have often led him to difeufs it, had not 
a fenfe of a much higher duty, than regard to his own feelings, 
compelled him to be filent. He wifhed therefore to intreat 
the attention of the Houfe, and'to beg their patience, as he 
entered into and proceeded through a circumftantial narrative 
of the f.ate of thofe iflands, and the conduit obferved by this 

9 

country towards them from the perioJ of the commencement 
of the war. That event, it would be generally recollected, 
took place early in 1793, at which time the efte&ive military 
force of the country did not amount quite to 17,000 men. 

It was necefifary that the Houfe ftiould all along advert to 
the reduced peace eftablifhment from which the military exer¬ 
tions of the country arofe, and the'numerous and complicated 
interefts that muft ncceflarily have engaged the attention of 
government when the war commenced, in order to fee that at 
all periods of it the exertions of the country had been propor¬ 
tionate to the means. Ofthe fmall force wc had in the begin¬ 
ning of J793, four regiments were detached to the Weft 
Indies. Two from Gibraltar, and two from Nova Scotia. 
The very firft addition of force fent to our colonies went to 
thofe iflands, and from the firft appearance of hoftilities, fuch 
orders were given as enabled us to recapture almoft the whole 
of the valuable pofieflions of the enemy in that quarter. The 
war began in February, and in April or May, from the orders 
that had been iiiued, we acquired the recapture of Tobago. 
He did not quote this in order to boafl of any very great exer¬ 
tions on our part, becaufe our arrival was aided there by the, 
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general difpofitwu* of the inhabitants/ who were eagor ttfa 
fliafce off their allegiance to the French, but in order to foe# 1 , 
that we, negleiited no opportunity of conqueft. We (Ion ’ 
afwfiward&^eceived accounts of the furrender of St. Pierre and ‘ 
M/quelon, which though they required but fmall exertions, as ' 
our means were final], contributed to prove that there was no 
omiffion of advantage. He did not chufe to dwell upon other 
fubfequent fuc cedes; but t»lum up all in brief, in confequenCe 
of the orders iffued, we gamed at the fame time an umverfal, 
conqueft of every poflcffion of the enemy in the eaftern part of ’ 
the woild, bo for from being negligent, therefore, of the r 
Weft Indies in the outlet of the wai, they were precifely the 
plates whicn Hi ft obtained the notice and pfote&ion of goverd- 
m nt. When he faid tuat, he again defirtd the Houfe to re- - 
colled: the limited force left upon the peace culbhlifhment^ 
wh.cn, of neCvffity, caufed a long time to dapfeX^re we » 
could recruit, arrange, anl aero nmodate an efficiehe^Vma- 
meut. During the iummer of 1793, it was propoied thawbir 
Charles Grey and Sir John Jervis lhouldembirk; to the VV^ft 
Indies with 10,000 men; but that force was afterwards 
diminifhed to 60O0, which, joined to the force already in 
Jamaica and tue Leeward iflatuls, compofed 11,000 effeftuc 
ineu. It wa» not neceflary tor him to dwell upon the events 
of that arm unem, on account of the diminution of 4000 
men it cou'd not be ex pedal that fo much fhould he under¬ 
taken as with a left limited force ) and he expreflrd that fenu- 
m nt to Sir C. Grey before he left this country. He men* 
tto icd this for two reafons \ firft, beciufc he would not be 
fufpe&cd of unpofmg any unwarrantable tafk upon that gal- 
h nt officer j and fecondly, becaufe that gallant officer had 
t xcceucd his mod fangume expeditions; and no word or 
thought fhould ever c(t ape him in the leait derogatory to the 
c'uradter of that able and meritorious officer, from whatever 
qmiter the provocation might come. He meant, therefore, 
explicitly to declare, that he imputed no blame whatever to 
him, and to have it undeifood that government entertained 
the higheft fenle of the great and exemplary fervice» which he 
had rendered his country. / 

On the realoning, however, of certain Gentlemen* it * 
could qot'be denied that ccnfure was to be inferred. If their , 
argumfnt w<ft good, the condu& of that gallant officer WAS , 
certainly Wfong. But he (Mr. Dundas) denied botbth«fc,„l 
proppfijioni, aud contended dire&ly the mverfe, that , 
CharJ^s-Grey’s cond«& was nght, and the argument which 
conveyed a cexdure on it wrong. 1 he event ot that expedi- 
VWlV. 1796. 2 I tion 
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gon was wdl known, Martinique was flrft taken, thdn St. 
Lucie, and iaftly Gaudeloupe. After thefc conquefts, 8ir 
Claries Grey, had no uneafmeis about retaining them. He 
was particular in repeating this, becaufe on the late taxation 
he found it difficult to refcue his own words from cavil and 
mifreprefentation : he now therefore meant diftin&ly to Hate, 
that Sir Charles Grey, in fending the four regiments which 
Arrived in May, 1794, to St. Domingo, was governed wholly 
by his own difcretion, and did not a& from any direQion, or 
even recommendation of government. He was far from 
blaming the exercife of that difcretion, on the contrary he 
approved of it, and thought it highly ferviceable; but fuch as 
it was, it was wholly in its origin, and all its confluences 
attributed to that officer, who by that ftep plainly indicated 
that in his opinion at that time the Weft India iftands were 
really in a flap of fecunty, and free from that danger which 
gendemenrfw pronounced fo very obvious and alarming. 

Aftc/T. expedition had foiled, it vtas further necefiary to 
ftate t^rtbe home, that Sir Charles Grey received no intima¬ 
tion 6* intended reinforcement, but what Was contained in a 
letter written to him, of the date of December 18, 1793, 
wherein he (Mr. Dundas) informed him, that he might expect 
one or two regiments. The reinforcements fo promifed i/t 
fa& arrived; for two of the four regiments fent from Cork 
were del' tied for the Leeward IHand fervice, the other two 
for St. Domingo; but Sir Charles Grey's commiffion as 
commander in chief, extended to Jamaica and St. Domingo 
as the Leeward iflands, fo that he had power, if circum- 
ifances warranted it, of detaining the whole four regiments 
for the protection of the Leeward Iflands. On the contrary, 
however, he fent away two regiments deftined by government 
to that part of the Weft Indies, which plainly indicated the 
mofi pofitive opinion of its fecurity. It was further remark¬ 
able, that at that time Sir Charles Grey meditated a new ex¬ 
pedition againft another of the enemy's fetrlcments, (the fet- 
detnent of Cayenne,) and for that purpofe actually detained 
the 35th regiment; but thinking afterwards that bis force 
was mfufficient to promife him fuccefs, he relinquifhed that 
idea, and fent the 35th regiment to join the other three at St. 
Ddmingo. 

It was intimated in the courfe of the former debate on this 
fhbjed, that government had fent out orders, or at lead a 
ftrong recommendation, to Sir Charles Grey, to dtfpatcb die 
ffetar regiments to St. Domingo. All, however, that govern* 
gfttbf,faad done was in a letter lent from England in June, 

* 794 » 
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1794, to inform him, that they had deftined two of the regi¬ 
ments fent'from Cork for the Leeward Ifland fervice, and two 
for St. Domingo; at the fame time intimating, that if cir- 
cumftances would allow of it, that it might be expedient to 
fend the whole four there ; leaving it, however, wholly to his 
difcretion, according to the urgency of the fervice, either to 
retain them in the Leeward I (lands, or fend them away. The 
utmoft that this letter could amount to was, therefore, but an 
intimation, leaving the refult wholly where it ought to be 
placed, in the difcretion of the commander in chief; hut 
taking it, as afferted to be, a recommendation, or even a 
command, the cafe would not be varied ; for the letter was 
not fent from England till June, whereas Sir Charles Grey 
had difpatched the four regiments to St. Dorn, ago To early as 
the beginning of May; he was therefore entile* 2 according 
to the principles advanced on the other fide, to iS‘‘**dcr thh 
conduCt of Sir Charles Grey as totally uninfluenced "E^ninif- 
ters, and arifmg merely from his free and unbiafled judgment, 
afting with a local knowledge of the fituation of the I (lands, 
and the means of their defence. 

On the occafiorr before, alluded to, it had alfo been thrown 
out, that Sir Charles Grey himfelf had demanded a reinforce¬ 
ment. He certainly had exprcflcd fuch a with; but he muft 
call the attention of the houfe to the period when the reinforce¬ 
ment was demanded: it was not till long after this period, 
when our attempt was to difpoflefs the enemy of their fltuation 
in Guadaloupe had proved ineffectual. Sir Charles’s letter 
bore date the nth of Julv,and arrived in England on the 18th 
of Auguft, that the Weft Indies were, therefore, in a ftate of 
fecunty fo late as June, 1794, was not only clear from this 
narrative of fads, but was a propofition further deducible from 
the aCtive and zealous character of Sir Charles Grey, who 
never would have thought of coming home while the i(lands 
were in any degree of danger. And this was not an abftrad 
argument on the general character of an able and enterprif- 
ing officer, it had been realized in the very cafe before the 
houfe. Sir Charles Grey, haraffed and worn out by a cam* 
paigtt in a dangerous dimate, as unexampled in point o t, 
fatigue as it was in fucceis, manifefted a defire and had 
foliated and obtained his Majefty’s leave to return to Eng -, 
land for a certain period, in order to recover hts health. 

Previous, however, to his taking his departure, he badt 
thought proper to vifit every ifland, in order perfonsHy ta^ 
ascertain the degree of fecurity they were in, and alfo en¬ 
able him to report other circumftances concerning them with 

a I a greater 
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, greater aJSCutaCfy and preciflon to government. Having com¬ 
pleted this infpedion, he was actually as far as St. Christo¬ 
pher's, on his return, when the unfortunate news reached him 
that the enemy had made good a landing, and taken pofleffion 
'of,that part of Guadeloupe. Here then was the precife cafe 
ariung from accidental events, impending danger, and the in- 
fecumy of the iflands. How did Sir Charles Grey a&on that 
*occafion ? Inflead of proceeding to England, he went to the 
place from which the danger ongnated, and like a fpirited and 
gallant officer, made the good oi his country fuperfede the 
leave of abfence he had obtained. The event of his attempts 
upon this occafion were indeed unfuccefsful, though concerted 
With every poffible degree of vigour, and carried into efledl 
With the greateft courage and reiolution. He meant not to 
dwell on the unfortunate iflite. Unfortunate not only in the 
confequentji^is. of the ifland, but alfo the lofs of many very 
'gallant a^^neritorious officers and men. 

Indrf’ there was no occafion foi him to dwell upon the fa£is 
thatvftend.’d the attempts, as the houfu would be in poillffion 
of Sir Chailes Grey’s own account of this tranfa&ion. The 
inference he meant to draw from this was, that beyond all 
doubt, while Sir Charles Grey intended to return to England, 
he himfclf conceived that the Wert indies were in a ftate oi 
fecurity; nor was it till after the unfortunate event of the 
, failure at Point au Pierre, that any application whatever had 
been made for reinforcements.—In Auguft and Sepiemhet 
>794, difpatches to that effect were delivered to government 
by Colonel Dundas and Colonel Conte. 

They ftated the necelfity of a reinforcement of 6,000 men, 
Jf, 4 po, or 2000 of which were required with all poffible expe¬ 
dition. Upon this application how did government ad? 
Without the leaft delay, orders were lent to Gibraltar, from 
Whence 2.300 men were difpatcbed, who reached the Well 
Indies in November, the fame year: and further equipments 
Were immediately fet on foot here. At the time the requift- 
tio’n for a reinforcement of 6000 men was made, the whole of 
theBritiib forces in Great Britain amonted to no more (ban 
17,475 men, including the fick, yet notwith (landing no ex¬ 
ertion was omitted in order to give a complete anfwcr to the 
requifitinn. The number of cffldive men was fomewhat un¬ 
der 17,000. 

of the left }t$ meats v*ctt cmplojcj a*. m ♦unea on board the 
“ computing — — *— 3386 men* 

gftrrifon at Gibraltar contained —< — 3259 

* A ijrcat 
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A great b< dy efguarfs rrs tn t’.s Continent, to thr number 
of - . - - - *?** 

Fo that ever,, fpeuc. a'f - e 'idcJ t'.i* T * to-be 4 •ij'bed 11,5 a 

The rtm«in Jer were in IV> * uH; t <d he h*g<*ed t\c houfe 
to attend to the mcufures fiumid und-i Ins n£ri*f .* 


On the 17th of Auguft lit fent 
O the 2$lh of Au.,ut mm 

On the 4th ot Sept n ber —■ 

On f T 14 h of Stprember •— 

A u on the joch ot A pul tiora GuernLy 


€qo rn*n* 

* 4*7 

170* 

40 QO * 
^OO 


Miking in all 9x17 

* 

So he did not lofe an hour m ftnJing out the 6000 men re¬ 
ed red. At the lame time that he provided t^efe 9217 men 
ic provided for the icrvice of St. Domingo a* bocaufc tf 
hung heavy on Sir Charles Grey’s mind, althoL^^ie was 
aware he had not done c ©ugh. 

O 1 tl r t (h oi Scpteml t i he lent to St Domingo — 

Oi the 1 nth of Scpttmbtr — — ~ 

Oi t p lift of M irrh — — 

An 1 un tue 2 jd ot May — — — - 

M iking in ail t > St Dom ngo 

So that Uc*inq the icintorccme \U to tl c Lee*aid IPanib, of 
*11 trta’uoulibe — —• — 
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Fhefe meafures were taken immediately, and be hoped, 
from a fair and candid confideration of the fiibjtft, that gen- 
t’emcn would allow he had made an extenfive provifion, and 
that he ihould be no longer accufed of criminal neglect. Hav ing 
put thefe on board the tranfports, and made every arrangement 
neceflary for their embarkation, Jt could be hardly mi igined 
that he Ihould capricioufly detun them. He might have given 
improper oideis lo as to occalion their dchy, but after he had 
given ordt ts for tranfpoic- to convey them, and for comoy to 
efcort them, when a prtffing ferwee demanded then ailiftang^ 
and his whole heart and foul were engaged in the undertaking, 
he trufted to the cand iur of the houfe for his exculpation* 
The firft detachment failed in OiSlobtr, but afterwards pu$ 
back on account of contraiy winds. He might entertain fotne 
unrealonable diflatisfadiion upon this unfortunate dJay, and 
he did exprels himlelf lo, but vi hen he examined the journal* 

of 
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of the convoy, and found the winds fo contrary that thetrah- 
fports cquld not csfily proceed, he acknowledged theoffice-r to 
be entitled to more credit than he had fufpe&ed. Orders wete 
given them however to remove the moment the wind changed, 
when the French fleet left Breft and put to fea. This was in 
December, and while our own fleet, after having been cruif- 
- ing about the channel all the fummer, endeavouring to draw 
the enemv out to no purpofe, had returned into harbour to re¬ 
fit, At this time he faid the French fleet came out of Breft, 
and blocked up our (hips in their own harbour: They came 
out of Breft, in order to do what ? Undoubtedly to intercept 
and capture that very convoy, and therefore orders were given 
Sot to fail with means of defence fo limited. If minifters did 
Wrong in (tiling orders they were refponfible for it; but he re¬ 
minded > the h^tufe that this tranfaftion happened at an early 
period of war, at a time too when we had a fleet in the 
MeditaffT-lean and another in the Weft Indies. 

Fnpi the two unfortunate, but unavoidable occurrences, 
thatCe had dated, viz. the fleet’s putting back in confequence 
of adverfe winds and the French fleet being at fea in Decem¬ 
ber this reinforcement was delayed for its final departure till 
February 1795. How then did the attention of government 
to the Weft Indies now appear ? On the breaking out of the 
war, four regiments were dire&ly difpatched to that quarter, 
while the whole military «eftablj(hmcnt did not amount to 
17,000 men. Soon after this Sir Charles Grey followed 
with 6000 men, making the whole force in the Weft Indies, 
with what was there before, 1 i,oco men, at a time when our 
eftablifhment did not exceed 30,000. Four other regiments 
were afterwards fent from Cork* And now, upon application 
for 6coo men, 2300 were fent dire&ly, and that force com¬ 
pleted by the prelent armament of Admiral Parker to nearly 
10,000 men, a reinforcement that might rcafonably be thought 
equal to what the moft fanguine mind could have e;»pe£ted. 
Under all the varied and complicated calls to which government 
were obliged to attend, he left it to the candour of the Houle, 
whether this degree of attention to the Weft Indies, compared 
with the actual force of the country, was fuch as to be deferying 
oft he imputation of neglect ? Let it not be contended that this 
imputation differs from criminality. Wilful neglect in go¬ 
vernment nurit always conftitute a crime. 
t? h is latter reinforcement, it was obvious, exceeded a good 
J ' - ' the application of Sir Charles Grey, though from unavoid* 
acciucm, it arrived too late in the Weft Indies to under¬ 
take 



'v, 



Atgyt, a$.J WOCffWS PARLIAMENTAICV REPCMltS. *|^ 

take any confiderable plan of operation in tbe campaign of 
1 /95» which, combined with the alraoft unprecedented tick- 
nas of that fickly climate for fome months before, was the ocv 
caiion of our debility, and the capture of Guadaloupe, and 
afterwards of St, Lucia. 

To the fame caufe alfo was owing the too fuccefsful infur- 
redtions at Grenada and St. Vincents; for both of thefeevents, 
the capture of the former and the infurreftion in the latter, 
were to be attributed to the fame caufe. If minifters were 
blameable for one, they were for the other, and if excufeabl©' 
for either, were fo for both. Let it alfo be recolle&ed, that" 
Sir Charles Grey in his application for this reinforcement of 
6 ono men, did nQt apply it wholly as neceflary for the defence 
of the Leeward Iflands. He made it with a view to oftenlive 
operations, including further the conqueft of St. ^omingo. 

Confequently the application did not imply ai.-, c '^ffecurity: 
in the Weft Indies, tantamount to the force requires>,^nd in 
addition to thofe obvious inftances of ready and zealote at¬ 
tention on the part of government to the protection and%n-* 
portance of thofe colonies, he might add, the expedition 
which took place againft Tobago, fo early after the com¬ 
mencement of the war, in order to recover that ifland, which 
the circutnftances of the laft peace compelled us reluctantly 
to furrender to France. The capture of this place was cer¬ 
tainly facilitated by the encouragement and affiftance of the 
inhabitants, but it alfo was in a great meafure to be attri¬ 
buted to the eager wilhes of the government of this country 
to extend its prote&ian to every part of the Weft indies that 
had been connected with us, and as fuch was a ftrong proof 
of the intereft and concern that we muft have for thofe that 
are now in our pofleffion. The progress of his narration 
next brought him to confidcr the late armament under Ge- • 
neral Abercrombie and Admiral Chriftian, which was planned 
after mature deliberation, and officers every way qualified, 
from profeffional ability and local knowledge were appointed 
for the purpofe. 

The whole expedition, in confequence of the plan recom¬ 
mended and adopted, was to confift of two diftindt bodies, 
one of 15,000 men, and the other of 12,000, in all 27,006. "' 
So far from there having been any delay in the equipment S>F ! 
this immenfe army for fo diftant a fervice, it was, to any Wind 5 ® 
poflefled of candour and a knowledge of the detail of officii 
bufinefs, a matter of aftonifhment that it was fo early ind'k 
completely in readinefs. It was in the power of gentlemen^* 

theiir 
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their eafc to&k Honfe* *B throw' iimputation 1 of ttegld5l 'ifrtT 
delay about at random; their’s was neither to plan cr eJtec^tb‘ : 
tfitrprajeift, It was merely'to cavil and objeS^'-’V^iKc^ 
adtantageof what had happened, to fuggeft and borrflode; 
whftt might; but he challenged them with manly candour 
tcftevfew the magnitude of fudi an armament, the equip¬ 
ment of fuch a- body of men for diftant and dangerous 
fefvice, in a ftrange and unhealthy climate. Let them 
review the innumerable particulars of which it miift be com¬ 
peted, the great diverfity and complication of offices and de¬ 
partments that mu ft unite in rendering it complete; the navy, 
ordnance,- tranfport, and medical departments, divided and 
iubdivided into all the interior mechanifm of fubordinate 
offices* 


fie wiOledItjffe Houfein the firft place to recollect the ftate 
ofjiche armif^that period. All our troops had not arrived 
front thea^minent till towards the middle of June. There 
wdre tjph in- ill thirty-two old regiments and forty-feven 
new. C'fhe former, containing about 11,346 men, the latter 
iqs8o8, making a total of 31,154 men s but thefc were fo 
ciifperfed and irregular in their combinations, that an entire 
neViir regulation was obliged to take place in the whole army. 
Of kfelt ft prodigy, coniideting the time and manner in which 
it was performed!, and which, as a work in contemplation, 
would have been "deemed wholly impoflible, and certainly 
could ■ not haVeibeert effected, without that tranfeendant zeal 
and ability which diftmgmlhed the illuftrious perfbn, to whom 
hisMajefty bid mtruftfd the regulation of the army—a per- 
fon %»lefs eminent for^ffrong and cX ten five faculties, than the 
miMer virtues and• graces ypat*adorned and finilhed his cha¬ 
rter. 


Of thofe regiments not otic was in a ftate for foreign fervice, 
the fnen individually wer^ capable and fit, but no one regi¬ 
ment was in that condition. A general alteration in the fyf- 
tenrifbecame ncceffary, and from orte hundred and fourt< eu 
regiment!, by draughting and incorporation, they were re-,, 
ducedno ninety; To be able to have the raofl diftant view 
of the difficahy and extent of,this operation,-the difperfed, i 
fituatitm of- the different Corps, and the various and coiiflifl- ^'; 
ing jnterefts of officers arifing bom their contracts with go- ’ ’ 
verfiment,muft be taken into cortftderation. In this proceft " ' 
aegirttents Were relieved by fenciblfts, in Jerfey, Guernfey, [[' 
and other diftant parts; the corps to be incotpdratetL 
bapfei.togethcr j and after all this was effected, thKaIlb)^e|';'‘‘" 
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force yas father to be equipped anew for a diftant andar- 
duous fervice. *’ 

With refpe&to thenavy, this expedition not only required' 
the equipment of -a*>large fquadcon of, men of war, but is ad* 
dition 100,000 ton of (hipping for the tranfport fervice, and 
-that at a time when the tranfport board had only. 40,000-at 
command. ' An immediate augmentation was therefore ne- 


jeeffary of 60,000. At a time too when.tranfports to fuch a 
.large extent were neceflary to be prepared, the commerce of 
the country (contrary to what generally happens during^ 
date of war) had a. mod unexampled extent and profperityj 
provifions, which were, to be ■procured in order < to vidual 
them, they were become extremely dear; feamenfor thefe 
-tranfport vcflels were colle&eA.with difficulty proportioned to 
-the number of men wanted, and the large bounties given for 
manning the navy, as well as the ftauriffaing.^ate of our 
commerce, and the encouragement given to faifoKboard 
-trading vcflels. Thefe were fome of the di fficulue.uto - be 
encountered in fitting fuch a number of tranfport veflels to 
the amount of 60,000 tons. 1 It was. eafy for gentlemen to 
cenfure, but he wifhed them foil to paufe and confoler the 


almoft impoflibility of collefting fuch a quantity of (hipping 
under difadvantages. If they dill went on with their cen- 
fures, he mud fay, that fuch a gentleman mud either have a 
mind incapable of taking thefe various difficulties and details 
into confoicration, or that he mud be completely ignorant of 
fuhje£l s of this nature. To alleviate the difficulty which oc¬ 
curred in this part of the fervice, two extraordinary refouroes 
prefented themfeives, the timely arrival of the Ead and ,Wcft 
India fleets; and, without having, had recourfe to thefe, it 
would have been abfolutcly impoffible to carry, the plan of 
fervice into execution with any regard to ,the commerce of 
the country, or the Teamen that, were wanted for. the men of 
war. But even after thefe commercial fleets arrived, time 


was neceflary for the unloading of their cargoes, and for 
-1 ran failing the requifite bufinefo at the CuAom Houfe and 
-Treafury. Thefe circumftances occafioned a great and ua- 
* avoidable delay; and, after all, there was the want of two 
different winds to carry thefe fbips from the Thames to Spit- 
head ; delays occafioned by this lad c.rcumftance repeatedly 
- happened. Amidfl all thefe difficulties and difadvantages, the 
commiffioners of the tranfport fervice made unbounded .ex¬ 
ertions, and he would qppeal to the candour of any unpre¬ 
judiced perfon, if,greater expedition was practicable, or greater 
zeal and ailivity in the fervice could have been munifefUd. . 

* vbL.iv. i 79 6. »k 



WflOWAflX.^ PARLUMTWTART EXPORTS. 

tb 

' .With regad to another department, effentialljr connected 
with the*,equipment of this expedition, viz. the Ordnance 
Office $ it ought to he resollcdeci is faimefs that after three 
years of a war, in which both by land and fea calls on that 
Office had been great and exceffive beyond all precedent, that 
department was fuddeniy required to make the utmoft exer¬ 
tions in a very fhort period of time; and unparalleled exer¬ 
tions they actually made. The contingent of the department 
was roaffivc and ponderous, and could only be gradually col- 
JbeStcd and conveyed to the places of its deification. In their 
conveyance alfo a double qrsxl was neceflafy. The one that 
took them from Woolwich to the Downs, would not take 
them from the latter place to Spithead ; for that purpofe a 
<dirc& contrary wind was rcquihie. When to all thefe con- 
^derations were added the adequate equipment of each regi¬ 
ment, suv^ite completion of the hofpital (hips and medical 
frafF, mT- idea might be entertained of the magnitude and 
immoftity of this expedition, which not only included the 
twdwrmies of 27,000 men, but alfo a corps of German rifle¬ 
men, 1,000 ftrong, and another of foreigners, employed in 
our army under the command of the Duke of York on the 
Continent, of nearly 6000. It was further to be confidered 
that this armament was not only to take out what was ne- 
ceflary for itfelf, but alfo for the army in the Weft Indies, 
the Europeans and Creoles confiftmg of 3,000 militia and 
6,000 blacks. 


Complaints had been intimated in particular about the ac¬ 
commodations of the troops, and their continuance on board 
of 0 iip an unnecefTary time. As to the latter objc£f, however 
h& might be blamed for his plans or means of execution, he 
thought that it could hardly be feriouily maintained, that he 
could have any with or intereft in keeping men unneceflarily 
on board Ihip; and as to tba accommodations of the men, 
he could allure the Houfe that a molt particular and inde¬ 
fatigable attention had been paid to that objc&, and he ap¬ 
pealed to every one who had ever communicated any inform¬ 
ation to him on that fubjeft, whether he had not always re¬ 
ceived it in good part ? To information of every fpecies that 
copld be of fcrvice to the country his doors were always open} 
hut he was particularly thankful for any thing relating to the 
oorolort and accomodation of foldiers, an objeft that could 
not but be near the heart endowed with the lcafl humanity, 
and wishing well to its country. JVith ttfped to any cor- 
refpondence that might havn palled between bint and Ac 
fffi^ofport board, on the fubjed at the vV*eft ^pdiaeJ^jlition, 
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he w«s ^ *11 «*dy W lay it before the Houfe. Ha fw& 
for we purpofo of facilitating that expedition, put himfclf’ $ 
pofleffion of every poifible information, end had taken care ts 
co5e& it in a mafs for the benefit of his fucccflbrs in the <fot 
partment which he had the honour to fill. A dode of regi*? 
jations had been framed under his dire&ion, in confoquewSf 
of that information, which would be found highly uftfol itt 
the tranfportation of troops; and he was ready to fubmit them 
to the infpe&ion of the Houfe. He would confefs that hewsHl 
very much indebted to one gentleman (Sir Jerome Fite* 
patrick) for bis communications relative to the mode of pee? 
forving the health of troops on board of tranfports. He ha# 
converted with that gentleman on the fubje$, and had found 
much ufeful fluff in his obfervatioiis. In confequeitce, far 
Sir Jerome) had, by his recommendation, be*n appointed 
nfpe&or-Gencral of the army on board tranfpoiv-: y and tbfc 
benefits refulting from that appointment were coii^lerabjfei. 
To prove that no care or expence had been (pared bt go* 
vernment, in providing, in every point of view, for ChFad* 
commodation of the troops, and every other matter which 
related to the welfare of the armament, he fhouid beg leave 
to read a letter or two from the commander in chief. Sir Ralph 
Abercrombie. (Mr. Dundas here read the letters dated the 
27th of October and 11th of December 1795, which ftated* 
that every neceffary preparation had been made on the beft 
and largcff fcale for the fuccefs of the expedition ; that the 
hofpital itaft, and all the regulations for the accommodation of 
the men in,health or ficknefs weremoft unexceptionable. - 
He next thought it proper to notice what had been thrown 
out by the honourable gentleman oppofite to him, in former 
debates, refpe&ing the great want of accommodation for the 
troops on board the vefiels which were to proceed to the Weft 
Indies frpm Cork. To refute any imputations of that nature* 
he fhould alfo read a letter from the commanding officer. Ge¬ 
neral Wright, dated the nth of November 1795. (Mr. D. 
alfo read this letter, which, in fubflancc, contradicted the 
exaggerated reports which had been circulated, of the mifer- 
ahlefituation of the troops on board the tranfports at Corlc, 
and exprefely mentioned, that at no period were there any 
forces,better provided with medicines and every other comfort.} 
He came at length to a point highly gratifying to hi&feeU. 
inge, via. the having it in his power in confequence of difoati. 
cbes irora the* Weft-Indies, to ftate to the Houfe* that ed afl 
the Jfaritportaf which had faifedfrom this country, uoder adg§i*» 
tel .Cfaiifihfoy four, i only were'miffing * that forty*feven had 
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1 fefely arrived at Barbadoes, containing above ydoff regular 
troops,with artillery, &c. See. and that although the Ucctiiad 
fuftained a hurricane of feven weeks, of the 7000 only'.the 
finaUnumber of 40O men were in a fickly ft ate, who were, 
-etilen the laft accounts came away, recovering rapidly, and 
Wild loon be fit for action. 

When, after fo tempeftuous a paffage only 400 out of 7000 
Were fick, he thought it a pretty fufficierit proof that every 
species of accommodations mull have been well and amply, 
'•provided. Of thofe who did not reach the Weft-Indies, but 
•were obliged to return to port, an account yet more favourable 
had come to hand; in fonie regiments not one man was on 
tiie fick lift, and no regiment had more than a few in that 
.Condition. 

So anxiop^ was he for information relative to thefe fubjetfts, 
lb •congj^ffl to his natural diipofition, that on hearing the cam- 
plain tagged by a right honourable gentleman early in this 
iciEa/f he had not only trufted to his memory, but coufulted 
thole means of information (new[papers) which, though irre¬ 
gularly, often contained accounts of what palled there. All 
: that cither his memory by this means could fuggeft or collect 
Of what the honourable gentleman had faid, he feut to the 
transport board, which had produced a correfpondence that he 
was anxious to lay before the Houfc, as the fafts were very 
different from what they had been reprefented, and he could 
not but think that the honourable gentleman would have 
been more candid at leaft, if he had brought forward thele 
charges previous to the departure of the admiral fChriftian) 
v* to whom the general fuperintendance of the tranfport board 
was entrufted, as that officer mull neceflarily be better ac¬ 
quainted with every ftibjeci relative to that department, and 
jn fome particulars was perhaps alone capable of giving the 
rcquifite explanation. 

When, therefore, every thing was fairly and candidly taken 
into confideration, the imallnets of our military eftablifhment, 
the variety and complexity of the objehls that caHed for the 
attention of government, the ftate of the continent, the irrup¬ 
tion of the French into Holland, an event that certainly cre¬ 
ated fome alarm, England, he hoped, would never be diftnayed. 
When all thefe circumftances were taken into confideration, 
vthe laft charge of which government need be apprehenftvewas 
|jllhat of negle&iflg the Weft-Indies. . .. 

"; One expedition had been fent there, while at the. feme time 
j <a force was colle&ing for the conqueft of the Frendv. fiaft- 
I India pofTeSoos. Another while the annamtncwaa i»agitmicw, 

which 
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vrhicli had fine? been fo fuccefsful againft the Cape of Gpod 
Hope, and the reft of the Dutch fettlements. On that am** 
aortant key to India (the Cape of Good Hope) which we now 
poffefled, and of which he taped everfhould keep pofTeffion.-r- 
(Some mark of furprife being txprejed at this ) —“ 2«, (he 
faid) I hope we (hall always keep it } and that no man will ever 

dare to give it up” ... 

He had taken up the time of the Houfe fo long, and'had 

trefpafled on their patience, not becaufehe meant to reftft apy 
motion that might be in contemplation for the produ£Honof 
every document, or an unlimited enquiry, but from the hope 
that he had convinced the Houfe that prima facie , there was bo 
ground whatever for the infinuations and charges fo repeat, 
edly thrown out againft government for its conduct towards 
the colonies ; on the contrary, that even it was .^titled tofome 
degree of credit for it’s vigilance and exertion- an that re- 
fpc£f. 

Every document that would eftablilh that propofifcon, he 
fhould willingly vote for the produ&ion of, and in conrormity 
to that determination, he fhould confcnt to fome of the right 
honourable gentleman’s motions, and even bring forward 
others as fupplemenrary to them, Among tire long lift which 
the honourable gentleman had produced, there were fome to 
which he fhould be obliged to propofe amendments as un- 
conne&ed with the end he had in view, and on many accounts 


injurious to the country, to be expofed unnccelfarily at the 
prelent moment. He had only further to add, that he would 
either, as was moft agreeable to the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, agree to, or move his amendments to each proportion 
fingly or colleitively. 

Mr. Grey faid, he conceived it would have been much rqore 
regular, had the honourable gentleman laid the papers upon 
the table, from which information upon the fubje£t was to be 
obtained, before he went into fo wide a held of difcuf&on. 


For his own part, as he had formerly {fated, it was not his 
intention to have taken any {hare in a debate on this fubjeft, 
nod at prefent he only rofe on account of the allufion that had 
been made to the opinion of a perfon whom it was his duty to 
refpe& and honour. He could wifh, that before any argu¬ 
ment was founded upon the opinion of that perfon, every 
, document which was necefiary to explain irs nature, 'and the 
circumftances in which it was given, fhould be produced;? It 
i was faid that Fir Charles Grey had pronounced the Leeward 
i ..Blands io:be in perfccffecuriry, he was however authorifod by 
. j.|h*f|>«rfoa.to.fey,,tf»tii)B hhd given that opinion in theoonh- 

dence 
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deace that no force could get out of any of the ports of France, 
and proceed to the Weft-Indies till the reinforcement-that 
had been orotnifed arrived. It had been fairly admitted by jftet 
honourable gentleman, that Sir Charles Grey, in detaching' 
the- jregiments to Jamaica and Barbadoes, had exercifed that 
diferetion which belonged to him ; .he could like wife fay, that 
jfi exercifmg this difcrction, Sir Charles Grey underftood that 
hi was complying with the wifhes of adminiftration. He had 
allied for reinfpreements, which he foon expe&ed, and with 
the force which-the enemy then pofiefled in that quarter, and 
in the confidence that no troops could be allowed to join them 
from. Old France, he had pronounced the fituation of the 
Leeward I (lands to be free from apprehension. It had like- 
wife, been candidly Hated by the honourable gentleman, that - 
Sir Charles Qjey would not have availed himfelf of the leave 
be had obtai^Vd to return home to repair the wade his confti- 
tution hajjrruffered, from the fevere exertions of an arduous 
campay/i in an inhofpitable climate, if he had not been con- 
vincetnaf the fecurity of the iflands, and this his conduit, 
when he was anpriied of their danger, fufficiently proved. 
After the difader was fuftained he applied tor 6000 men. 
3000 of which he demanded immediately. Of the caufe of 
the tlifafter he would not fay any thing, certain it was, that 
though demanded in June, no reinforcement had arrived at the 
end of November. At the defire of his honoured relation, he 
had ftated thus much, and would again repeat, as his wifh, 
that the whole tranfachens might be laid before the public, 
tfeatthey might have fufficient information to decide upon the 
merits of his condudh 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he had never come down to the Houfe 
with lefs expectation of hearing a long fpeecb, or with iefs 
intention of making one himfelf j and he was never more 
ftuprifed than at the manner in which the right honourable 
gentleman had chofen to go into the difeuilion of this fubjedt. 
As he had wilhed that every document nccellary to afford ac¬ 
curate -information fhould be produced, in order to form the, 
bafts of the difcuffion, he deprecated the idea of the honourable- 
gentleman reading official papers not regularly before the 
Houfe, for the authenticity of which the honourable gentle¬ 
man would, have credit, and which he had ufed in this way, to 
make that impreffion upon the Houle which would refvfttfte, 

t f any future coniideration of the fubjeef more regularly 
ccd. 7'be honourable gentleman had perVeiled the 
lodeof proceeding. He.had gone into tbe papers before 
:re on the table, made his defence before hew aa-aco^led, 

and 
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«nd ftated hit exculpatory proof before hfs trial. If he did pot, 
brtwever,fay fomcrhingat prefe'nt on whit the honouftHtie 
genriemah had advanced, the impreffion he meant to give 
Houfe would be fixed. The papers might be produced, Bbt 
before'they were printed, and the difcullion fairly brought fot*. 
wardi many delays might intervene, and the honourable getii 
tleman might refer to'the prefent debate as a full exculpaticrfi 
of his conduct. It had been faid that upon this fubjoft he had 
fpoken in a ohurlilh manner, which indeed he did not redslteft 
to have done, and which certainly was not ufual to fiim*-*- 
Still, however* he muft avow, that with whatever good hit* 
mourhemightbedifpofed totreat his majeffy’s miniiters, par¬ 
ticularly the honourable gentleman, as political chara&ers, he 
wilhed to have no intercourfe with them but acrofs the tabic 
of the Houfe of Commons. The honourable gentleman had, 
indeed, kindly invited him to communications of a more private 
nature, to pay a vifit at the Horfe Guards, where he believed 
a bottle of excellent wine might be met with, yet he rttitft 
decline fuch’-intercourfe, as it would betray a degree d^oliti- 
cal coquetry, the fufpicion of which he did not wifh to incut. 
He had, it was true, on particular pccaftons, that of Muir add 
Palmer, and another young gentleman, waited privately upon 
the honourable gentleman in his official capacity, and he would 
confefs, that if he were to be upon tnefcr terms with his 
majefty’s minifters, the right honourable gentleman would 
be the perfon with whom he would be moil defirous of 
dealing. 

He had, on a former evening, declared that he had no pri¬ 
vate communication On the fubjectof Weft-India affairs with 
that gallant commander of whom the honourable gentleman 
had fpoken fo highly, and if the circumftances of bis political 
connexion might befuppofed to have afforded him opporturti* 
ties of conversation upon the fubje&, he would fay again, 
that upon fuch occafions he had carefully abstained from ca¬ 
tering upon it, and he believed that perfon would have known 
his duty better than to have divulged any part of the expedi* 
tion in which-he had been officially engaged. As to tbein- 
ftru&ions of that officer, he had only reafoned hypothetically, 
not from precife information. He thought he had fame right 
to complain of the honourable gentleman for the manner in 
which he came forward with this information. The honour¬ 
able gentleman no doubt, had teafon, when he built upon the 
faccefs of his motions for the production of certain papers ; 
be knew that the Houfe would be better difpofed to accede’to 
anyprppofitions from the other fide of the Houfe tfauV frepn 

■ Mi • * f •' s 1 « 
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that which he (Mr. S.J ftood. But even his readinefs to af- 
fbrd information might be overborne by thefuperior influence 
bf another quarter, nor was it the firft time he had Icfiown the 
opennefs of one minider corredled by the diferetion of ah©* 
thbr. His appeal to official papers, however, inftead of fatif- 
•f^tag him that minifters muft be acquitted of every fhare of 
hlame in the unfortunate events that had taken place, con¬ 
vinced him more than ever that the deepeft criminality attached 
to their condudt. After a fpeech of four hours and a half, the 
honourable gentleman had not fhaken one foundation on 
which he had wilhed to inftitute an inquiry. The honourable 
gentleman himfelf confefled, that though he now, from better 
information, acquitted the various official boards of any blame, 
he had originally felt confiderable indignation at their condudt; 
hbw then could be be furprifed that others fhould feci as be 
had done, or.difcover blame where he himfelf had thought that 
cenfure had been deferved ? The queftion at prefent was, whe¬ 
ther the honourable gentleman had fucceeded in removing the 
diffaljj^tadtion Which it was natural fhould arife ? 

It was faid that the fmall eftablifbment of this country at the 
beginning of the war, had confined the exertions of the go¬ 
vernment. That language he never heard without alarm.-— 
If our former peace eftahlifhment was deferibed as fcanty, 
miferabie, and contemptible, what idea did it lead us to form 
of a future peace eftabjifhmenr. To this deplorable date, in 
which minifters had found themfelves reduced, at the beginning 
of a war with France, particularly in the Weft-Indies, they 
dferibe the difaders which arofe in its courfc. Sir Charles 


Grey was to have had io,ooo, but fet out with only 6ooo 
- troops ; from his force, only limited exertions were to be ex- 
pefled, but the honourable gentleman admitted, in the fined 
language of panegyric, the greatnefs of the merit of Sir Charles 
. Grev, whofe fuccefs fo far exceeded the mod fanguine expec¬ 
tations that could be formed. Never had he heard the honour¬ 


able gentleman celebrate the gallantry and merit of a charadtcr 
• with greater warmth ; from the finenefs of the words however, 
he fufpedted they were borrowed from his honourable friend 
Hear him (the Chancellor of the Exchequer.) It was wonder¬ 
ful that while he was fo loudly celebrated in word*, that this 
gallant and meritorious officer was the only perfon that had 
- not,by the advice of miniders, received fome fignal mark of * 
royal favour. He only got fine words, inftead of being; re¬ 
garded with fubftantial deeds. Still, however, he was not 
Without his reward, fince he poflefled the fatis faction of COttr 
"jffefous worth, the admiration of his brethren in arms, and the 
'. - ippfo* 
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approbation of his grateful country. While he faw the jm 
gyric .of minifters thus confined to barren words he couidJfj: 

‘ but little ftrefs upon their approbation. 

When the troops deftined for the Weft-Indies were ,cjik 
patched under Earl Moira, the honourable gentleman difeovers 
that the ftate of the country required this faerifice, and de¬ 
manded the preference of an important to a lefs important 
fervice. This was not the language held at the time this de- 
tachment was made. Then it was contended, he well remetrn* 
bered,that this detachment would not cripple the exertions in 
the Leeward Iflands ; perhaps, however, from the perufal of 
the official papers, the honourable gentleman’s memory was 
now refrefhed: It was faid, that only a regiment or two had 
been promifed, and that, beyond this, Sir Charles Grey hadxxo 
reaf’on to exptil reinforcements : but minifters were not tq be 
acquitted upon this milcrable quibble. The quantity of rein¬ 
forcement was to be mealured, not by what Sir Charles Gray 
had thought neceflary in the commencement of his aareer-; 
when new conqueils were atchieved, the very nature of Things 
dictated the neceffity of reinforcements to maintain them.—• 
Sir Charles did not humbly Illicit new reinforcements: the 
brilliancy and the extenfivenefs of his acquifitions demanded 
them, in a language that could not be mifundei flood ; and it 
was the duty of minifters to have provided for what they could 
not fail to obierve would be required. The honourable gen¬ 
tleman had (aid that he (Mr. Sheridan) had c-iminaied Sir 
Charles Grey, by affirming that the detachment of troops to 
Jamaica and Barbadoes was improper, and hazarding the 
iiifety of the Leeward I (lands. As his honourable friend (Mr.. 
Grey) had well explained, the conduit of Sir Charles Grey on 
that occafion, was directed by the expectation that reinforce- 
.ments efficient for the protection of the Leeward Ifhnds 
.would quickly ariive, and that the French force in the Well- 
Indies would gain no acceffion by reinforcements from Eu¬ 
rope, Without thefe motives, and this well-grounded Confi¬ 
dence, the conduit of Sir Charles Grey in making fuch a 
.detachment would have been delcrving of blame. If the 
.attach in Gaudaloupe had been made by troops in the Weft- 
Indies, when the commander pronounced the iflands in a ftate 
of fofety, then the fault might have been imputed to him, but 
if the contrary was the cafe, the argument of the honourable 
gentleman refolved itfelf into a mere quibble, and the w.hol*- 
guiiti,devolved upon his majefly’s minifters. Even if tHe 
failing of the French fleet were admitted to be an eventwhijfti 
could not be prevented, yet the difafters in the Weft-Indies 
Vol. IV. 1796. ? L were 
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were imputable to minifters in another view. Not only the 
reinforcements did not arrive, but the troops were deftitute of 
doathing, and were overwhelmed with the fatigues they had 
encountered ; and although this point he would undertake to 
eftablifh beyond a doubt, yet would no inquiry be granted. 

•' The Hate of England again was urged as a reafon why re¬ 
inforcements were not fent, and one fault was defended by the 
avowal of another. In Auguft 1794, the news arrived, of 
the difafter which befel Guadeloupe, accompanied with an 
Urgent requifition for fix thoufand men. How this difafter 
was occafioned, the right honourable gentleman did not de¬ 
scend to inquire. If he would permit inquiry to be inftituted, 
it would be found that it was owing to a want of troops, ac.d 
to a want of necefiaries for the troops which were there. The 
demand, however, met minifters wholly unprepared. There 
Were only 17,000 troops in the kingdom, and of thefe 3,000 
Were deftined for the marine fervice. He defired to know 
how t^e marine fervice came to have been previoufly neg- 
Ic&edf This was merely fhifting the vulnerable part. Out 
of thefe, however, 9,000 were ordered for the Weft Indies. 
What hindered their jailing ? It blew a contrary wind, and 
the French fleet, it was faid, popped out of Breft as foon as 
our grand fleet put into port to refit. Why were not the re¬ 
inforcements fent out in detachments, as had been advilcd by 
Sir Chailes Grey ? Or was it to be fuftained as an excufe for 
the delay, that we had not a fleet which could meet the French 
■fleet at fea. As well might it be faid, that if the French 
ihould be fo mean as ro take fuch an occaiion againft a gallant 
enemy, as to land an army on thee oaft of Ireland when our 
fleet was in port, th^t no blame would be imputable to the ex- 
cutive government. As to the accommodation on board the- 
tranfports, he would give the honourable gentleman credit for 
•his humanity, and his concern for the health of troops j and it 
there was any negleft in this department, he did not believe 
that it was perfonally imputable to him ; but he infilled that 
the fail was as he had reprefented, and that every day immenfe 
numbers were thrown overboard, who died of fickncfs and 
difeafe, occafioned by negleft, and the want of proper ar¬ 
rangements for preferving the health of the men while on board 
the tranfports. If this was the cafe, furely blame was impu¬ 
table to fome perfon. O11 whom this blame attached would 
be found on inquiry. In fpring, 1795, the iflands were in 
imminent danger; requifitions were made for reinforcements, 
and it was refolved to remedy every thing, but the remedy 
could Rot be found. There were only 31 ,000 regular troops 
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irt England. The French had taken Holland, and in fucha 
fituation it would not have been fafe for the country to have 
fent a large force on foreign fervice. Mr. Sheridan faid, ft#, 
could not but remark a ftrangccontradi&ion in their argument; 
Some time ago, when the'militia and I'encible corps were 
greatly increai'ed, it Was reprefenKd, that this force would be 
fufficient for the internal defence of the country, and that it 
Would enable us to apply our regular army to foreign fervice* 
Both propofitions, however, could not be true. Either part 
of thefe 31,000 troops might have been fpared for the Weft 
Indus, or militia and fenciblc regiments were inefficient for 
the puipofe for which they were raifed. Even in this emer¬ 
gency, an expedition was fent to the Cape of Good Hope, the 
blame of which the honourable gentleman, with a fort of mo¬ 
nopolizing magnanimity, was pleafed to challenge to himfelf. 
We have got, fays he, the key to the Eaft Indies, and pleafe 
God we {hall keep it. This was certainly very comfortable 
news to the Stadtholder, but faid the honourable gentleman, 
the Stadtholder was not ftrong enough to hold it, but%ieafe 
God we fhall take care of it for him. This, in his opinion, 
amounted to a declaration that minifters never wifn to fee what 
was called the regular government of Holland re-eftablilhed, 
and that they are quiie pleafed with the (yltem of republican 
anarchy, which at prefent prevails in that country. A icheme 
was at laft formed for fending 27,000 men out to the Weft 
Indies. The difficulty was how they were to be procured. 
Wirh regard to this pome the, honourable gentleman had 
adopted the moft difgracuful mode of defence that had ever 
been attempted before a ilntifh Houfe of Commons. There 
was conveyed according to his account a mighty army upon 
paper, but when it came to be reviewed, it was found to be 
good for nothing. When members came forward to parlia¬ 
ment, with an account of the army expcnccs, they reprefented 
it as a more fpiendid cftablithmcnt than any of which Louis 
the fourteenth could ever boaft. When a requifition was how¬ 
ever made upon it to furmfh men for actual fervice, it was 
found to be compofed of tralh unfit to be crufted on any expe¬ 
dition. He had by accident feen this motley ailembly reviewed 
at Southampton, and f'uch a pitiful fet of wretches he never 
beheld. They confided of children and enfeebled old men, 
with a parcel of boys at their head. Such was the confe¬ 
rence of converting the army into a jobbing {cere, and a 
means of interell and connections. Was it, he begged to aik, 
no blame to have an army thus conltituted, was it no guilt fo 
delude the County with fuch mockeries, fuen unfubftantial 

2 L 2 defence ' 
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defence ? The remedial operation which was adopted \yaS to 
bring forward the Duke of York, as the retriever of the British 
army, and the reftorcr of its difeipline. The honourable gen- 
tletn^OAvas alfo extremely, and very juftly, libera] of his enco¬ 
miums upon his royal highi efs; nor was he very abftemious 
itv his claims of merit for himfelf. Before his plan could be 
put in execution, an immenfc number of tremendous difficulties 
were to be conquered. The regiments were to be reduced, and 
marched from one end of the kingdom to the other, in order to 
be drafted, and a rendezvous was to be held at Southampton 
for a general review previous to their embarkation. The 
ordnance lervice could not be provided, on account of the 
limited fcale of operation admitted by the foundcry atWoolwich. 
Tranfports could not be prou led on a count of our increafed 
and increasing trade, and double winds, (a curious phrafe) 
were requifite to convey the ordnance 1 lores fiom Woolwich 
toSpithead. In line, the expedition had always difficulties to 
encounter, and unfortunately the difficulties always got the 
betted of it, and incredible difgraccs had uniformly been the 
fruit of incredible exertions. What, he alked, would have 
been laid in the days of the late Kail of Chatham, if he had 
adduced futh apologies for the failure of an impoitant expedi¬ 
tion. He reminded the honourable gentleman, that incapa¬ 
city, as well as neglect, was criminal in thofe, who obtruded 
themfelves into high fituations for which they were not fit. 
Not a week before tire tenth of November, Admiral Jervis 
failed with a wind which would have carried the whole expe¬ 
dition to the Weft Indies. But it fetrns it could not be got 
ready till the twcuty-fevenlh of Not ember, the confcquence 
of which w-s all thofe act umulatcd difafters, which ruined the 
fleet, and defeated the enterprife. If minifters were permitted 
to proceed upon iuch principles of blundering incapacity, they 
might give up the conteft with France altogether. The ex¬ 
peditions of ihe French are conduch-d in a very different man¬ 
ner, and this country has known a time when fuch proceed¬ 
ings would nor have been tolerated. Such a man as Lord 
Chatham would have taken the foundcry from Woolwich, 
and wheeled the ordnance to a different quarter of the king¬ 
dom, rather than have allowed the inconvenience of the fili¬ 
ation to have thwaited a favourite {'dieme. Mr. Sheridan con¬ 
cluded with declaring it to be his intention to perfift in his 
motion, if the papers were granted, to move far an inquiry j 
and if the inquiry was agreed to, to follow it up by a refolu- 
tion, expretfing the ftrongeft cenfurc of the condudl o his 
raajefty’s rniiuiters. 

Mr. 
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f Mr. Fox faid he did not mean to go into the general argu¬ 
ment, but he muft make a few obfervations upon whatlM^ 
beenVaid by the right honourable gentleman that night, as #4 
the opinion of Sir Charles Grey. He could have wifhed th$} 
when the right honourable gcjicleman was /peaking of the > 
opinion of that gal/ant officer, he had referred to the various * 
grounds on which Sir Charles formed his opinion. Tire 
xi^ht honourable gentleman had referred to the letter of the ; 
twenty-fourth of May. So far was he from referring on' a 
former occahon, that he Hated the reverfe of relying on any * 
fuch thing as a general argument in favour of the conduit of : 
hisMajetty’s minifters with regard to the Weft India expe* 7 ’' 
riition. How could he have faid any thing ftom that letter, ** 
fince on his word and honour he never heard of it until he 


came to the Houle that day. He had faid he had no inform¬ 
ation of Sir Charles Grey’s opinion, nor of the correfpondcnce' 
between him anti the government. He /aid then, and he faid • 
now, he was wholly ignorant of that corrcfpcndence. He 
faid then, however, it was unfair (and he thought fo ftiU) to 
give Sir Charles Grey's opinion on the fubject withoiR the 
papers and documents to that opinion, and which alone could 
enable the Houfe to form a judgment of the matter which 
made the foundation. This ho complained of then, and com¬ 
plained oi now, and until he fhould fee ai! the papers he Ihould 
continue to complain o f ^ becaufe uotwithftandmg the com¬ 
pliment which the right honourable gentleman had paid Sir 
Chailcs Grey, who, he admitted, uclcrvccl all the handfome 
things that huJ been fiid of him, yet it \v«:s unfair to quote * 
his opinion withour poii’cffing the materials on which he formed 
that opinion. Indeed, if the exprejlion was not an exception¬ 
able one, he would fay that the mmifters ought not to lholtcr 
themftlvcs, as they aucin; ted to do, under the opinion of Sir 
Chan'es Grey. It could never be fair to do that without 
bringing forward the materials on which the opinion of Sir 
Charles Gtey was founded. Great as he was ready to allow 
the authority of Sir Ch.uLs Grey to he, no man’s authority 
could be fo great mat it could not be neccflary to examine the 
grounds of his opinion. If this was true, as it certainly was, 
upon general reafhnmg, how much more necefl’ary was .it in 
this particular inliance, after what the Houle had heard that 
day ? How much more neccJiaiy was it to inquire into the 
ground of the opinion of Sir Charles Grey, upon the fubjeiS 
of the Weft India expedition, after the: Houle had heard whaC 
had been faid by his honourable friend (Mr. Grey). It ap¬ 
peared, by the communication of his honourable friend to-day, 

that 
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that the force Which went out from France, of which Sir 
Charles Grey had no knowledge, nor could have any whert 
be wrote the letter alluded to by the right honourable gentle¬ 
man, but of which the executive government of this country 
might at leaft have fome knowledge, and therefore the grounds 
Cf forming an opinion on the ftate of the Weft India iflands, 
was very different with Srr Charles Grey and his Majefty’s 
i minifters, at the time this letter was written by Sir Charles 
Grey, and that conftrtuted the difference to be made between 
the opinion which Sir Charles Grey had cxprelled, and the 
opinion which his Majeftv's minifters ought to have formed. 
Having faitl this, he had faiil all with which he had to trouble 
the Houfe with upon this part of the fubjeef. lie had only to 
add, that he conceived the more they conftdered this bufinefs, 
the more they would fee the necetlity of entering into an inquiry 
Upon it j and the Houfe fhould not he carried away by the 
Opinion of Sir Charles Grey. Before they fuffered them- 
felves to be guided by that, they ought to have before them 
the ground upon which that able and gallant officer formed 
that opinion. 

Mr. Sheridan's motion— 

“ That an account be laid before the Houfe of the number 
** of men deftined for the expedition to the Weft Indies, under 
“ Sir C. Grey, at the dole of the year 1793 ’* was l ^ en P ut 
and carried, 

He then moved, 

“ That an account he laid before the Houfe of the number 
“ of men withdrawn from that fcrvice, in order to form an 
“expedition to the coaft of France, under Lord Moira;” 
which, after an amendment confining it to certain dates and 
fpecifications, was agreed to. 

The next motion— 

“ An account of the number of men, who after the conqueft 
“of Martinique, St. Lucic, and Guadaloupe, were detached 
“ to St. Domingo, by Sir Charles Grey , in obedienccto or* 
“ der s from home,” was put and carried. 

The fourth motion—• 

“ That the different applications made by the feveral com- 

manders in chief for reinforcements, fince the appointment 
** of fcir R. Abercrombie, be laid before this Houfe, or fuch 
“ parts of the fame as can with Lfety be communicated,” 
was withdrawn, on the undertaking of Mr. Secretary DundaS 
to give ail the information in his power upon that head. 

T he fifth— 

“ That returns be laid before the Houfe of the feveral re- 
*?■ . “ infoTcemients 
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«inforccments which actually arrived in the Weft Indfc 
“.during that period, fpecifying the diftribution of the forced 
4t and the d?tcs when they arrived,” being amended by corpfc 
fining it to dans, &c. was agreed to, 

Mr. Sheridan then moved for an account of the appoint* 
merit of Sir John Boilafe Warren to the expedition to Qui¬ 
beron, and alio of that of General Doyle, together with an 
account of the regiments ferving under him. Mr. Sheridan 
obferved that the right honourable gentleman, in the courfe 
of his fpeech to-night, never made an allufton to the expe¬ 
dition to Quiberon; he was very wife to avoid it. He (Mr. 
Sheridan) alfo omitted that expedition in his fpec ch, which 
was a foolilh thing for him ,to do. This expedition certainly 
to a certain degree impeded the Weft India expedition, and 
was therefore proper to be laid before the Houfe when the 


1” ..-il-' 

lhancelhr of the Exchequer objected to this m^ion, 
he appointment ot Sir John Borlafe Warren to this 


Weft India expedition was to be dilbunld. 

The quertion being put. 

The C 
bccaufe the 

expedition had no connexion with the Weft Indies. He ob* 
jedited to it alio, becaufe the appointment of General Doyle 
had no connexion with the Weft Indies. The Weft India 
expedition was large enough to demand a difeuflion of itfelf, 
and there was no occafion to mix any thing clfe with the 
confideration of it. He had on a former occafion given 
notice that he Ihouid eppofe any enquiry into the expedition 
to Quiberon. He Ihouid atiign his reafons for that oppo- 
fition when the fubjeft of that expedition came to be difcufledi. 
At all events it Ihould be difeuited feparately, and that was 
reaion enough agaiuft going into it to-night. 

General Tarl ton laid that there w is a clofe connexion be¬ 


tween the qiieftiou of the expedition to Quiberon and the ex¬ 
pedition to the Weft Indies, for that in reality four of the 
beft of the regiments that ought to have been lent to the Weft 
Indies were lent to Quiberon. ' 

’ Mr. Sheridan infiftsd, that the detachments which formed 
the expedition of General Doyle, had been previevufly deftined 
to proceed to the Weft Indies ; he thence contended, that this 
motion was connect ’d with the Weft India bufinefs. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer fa id, that before the hon. ! 
gentleman could eftabhlh that point, it was neceflary to go 
into the. policy or impolicy of the expedition, which inquiry 
could not he complied with. 

The motion was then negatived without a diviflon. • 

.. Mr, Sheridan moved for ext rafts of all the letters from 

Admiral 
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t^iralOiriftian and General Abercrombie, rqfpe£Uqg the 
ay of the expedition in failing, from the dale of their ap- 
ments. 

JDuttdas objected to this motion, on the ground, that 
letters contained fuch official matters as could not be made 
public. 

Mr. Sheridan wifhed for extradls without the parts which 
, s were mixed with ftate fecrets. 

- Mr. Dundas laid that was impoffible. 

, Mr .Fox laid that a delay of confiderable extent had taken 
place, and be hoped that if the right honourable, gentleman 
would not comply with the words of this motion, he would 
have the goodnefs to point out feme other mode by which 
dome information might be laid bcfoie the Houfe in this par¬ 
ticular* 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer fa id, if the right honour¬ 
able gentleman who had juft fpoken, had attended to the whole 
of tbe fpecch of his honourable friend (Mr. Dundas) he would 

have found he had alledgcd rcafons acainft ibis motion. He 

• *■* ” 

had ftated in general reasoning the ground for maintaining that 
there was no culpable delay on thepartofthc executive govern¬ 
ment. He had ftated the particular cafes of the delay which had 
taken place, to fhew that it was unavoidable—of the iirength of 
that reafoning the Houfe would judge. His honourable ft iend 
had fait! he would bring evidence in fupport of what he had 
laid upon that fubjech When he came with his documents, 
the Houfe would confider of the matter, and determine upon 
its merits. 

Mr. Fox faid he learnt from the fpecch of the right honour¬ 
able gentleman himfelf (Mr. Dundas) that there was ground 
of blame in this part ot the cafe atone period, even in his 
own opinion. That right honourable gentleman had, how¬ 
ever, faid that he had been fincc convinced arid fatisfied upon 
that fubjcci, whence he would have ir, that bccaufe he was 
fatisfied, the Houfe ought to be fatisfied alfb. This was 
arriving at- a concluiicn a little too rapidly. It was a little* 
increafe on all the confidence which that Houfe had from time 
to time been pleafed to place in bis Majcfty's minifters. Of 
what ufe was the inquiiitoria! power of the Houfe of Com* 
mons, if the fatisfa&ioo of the King’s minifter was to put an 
end to all ncccffity for the Houfe to inftitute any inquiry 
into any fubjedf, whatever fufpicious appearances it might 
bear? - 

rhe Chancellor of thf Exchequer faid again, that the right 
honourable gentleman did not hear the fpecch of his,honoura¬ 
ble friend. He had not faid that the Houfe < light to be con¬ 
vinced, he had only allcdged that he was convinced himfelf, 

and 
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and tha,t he would lay before the Hoqfethe reafon why bt!, 
fa convinced, in order that the Houle might judge cif!' 
'which he had done. , '• 

Mr. Grey faid, the fpeech of the right honourable gentli 
’man (Mr. Dundas) proved that he himfelf felt forme indignv 
tion, that he exprefled fome warmth at fome part of the delay 
which this motion was aimed to explain, but that, forfootn, hie 
had fince beenfatisfied. The right honourabjic gentlcman had 
made the amende honorable to the board of ordnance and, the 
tranfporc board, by faying, that although he thought; they 
had been guilty of fome delay, upon better inquiry he found 
they had been diligent. This fort of general reafoning, when 
doubled with the even's which had happened, proved one of 
two things : either that we are overpowered as a nation, and 
cannot proceed to defend ourlclvcs againft our enemies, Or 
that we have inefficient councils. The latter, he hopcd, % was 
the cafe. He hoped there was no other rcafon for our difafters 
than the incapacity of our minifters, who endeavoured to (hift 
off blame fiom time to time as it was imputed and impotable 
to them. The right honourable gentleman talked of his being 
finished. The Houfc ought not to inquire whether he was 
fatisfied, but to fatisfy thcmfelvcs. 

General Smith a Iked how it was poffible for the IToufe to form 
a judgment upon this fubjeft without the information which 
the motion before them tended to feels, tor ? He believed there 
was notone intelligent man in this nation who had not think 
there was a very fhameful delay in this expedition. 

The motion was then put and negatived. 

Mr. Sheriaan then moved, ‘ . 

“ That there be laid before the Iloufe a return of the nutn- 
€i ber of fhips foundered or miffing, and the number of men 

loil or miffing, belonging to the expedition under General 
<c Abercrombie.” 

Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, that the (hips which are miffiqg 
are four in number, but it was impodibleto know how many, 
or whether any of them were foundered, or whether they were 
captured. If the honouiable gentleman wiflied to have the 
names of the fliips which did not arrive at Barbadoes, that 
fig might have, but other information could not be given $o 
him. 

The queftion was then put and negatived. 

Mr. Shertdan wilhed to know whether the right honour¬ 
able gentleman meant to ftaie that the expedition to Qmberon 
cqmpofqjl,rui t of tie expedition to the Weft Indies $ whether 
,0c fo{ce moulcf hi lent to the Weft Indies in the aggregate, 

vol. IV. J796. 2M as 
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8» minifters contended, or as he contended, fhould have been 
•Cent in detachments ? Was Lortl Moira to go to the Weft 
Indie? ? Hefhould, in, order to explain this, move, . * 

. That there be laid before the Houfe a return of the Ge- 
'*f!a*eral and Staff Officers belonging to the regiments in Eng"- 
<* Jand, ferving under Lord Mo;ra, in the years 1794 and 
« 1795.” 

, Mr. Secretary Dunrhs undertaking to give the fubftance of 
this information in another form, the motion was* withdrawn. 

Mr. Sheridan then moved, 

** That there be laid before the Houfe a copy of the in- 
tf ftruftions given to Sir John Bnrlafe Warren, relative to 
,** the expedition to Quiberon in June and July, 1795 ” 

jThe Chancellor of the Exchtquer oppofed it on the general 
ground which he had flated already, that the expedition to 
Quiberon had no connection with that to the Weft indies, and 
that theyfhould be made the fubjeCt of fepara'e difeuffions. 

'■ Mr. Sheridan maintained that they were connected, for 
tha^the troops which were fent to Quiberon and Hie Dieu, 
ought to have been lent to the Weft Indies. 

Mr. Fox alfo applied this to the general queftion of the 
Weft-India expedition, the blame refting with minifters that 
thefe troops were notfent to the Weft Indies. 

Mr. M. Rnbinjcn and General Tarleton fupported the 
naotkin, which was then put and negatived. 

Mr. Sheridan then moved, 

, “ 1 hat there be laid before the Houfe an account of the 
** number of men who died on board tranfports at Plymouth, 
«f- Portfroouth, Southampton, or in ports of Great-Britain or 
“ Ireland, deftir.cd for the Weft Indies, in rhe years 1794 
u and 1795 *” 

‘Ihe Chancellor of the Exchequer oppofed this motion. The 
account could not be given accurately ; befides, if it could, it 
would only be a melancholy picture, the examination of which 
could produce no good. 

General Smith thought this anfwcr a very extraordinary one, 
and fupported the motion. 

Mr. Fox enforced the propriety of minifters afligning better 
reafons for refuting information to the Houfe, than they had 
done in the difeuflion of this bufinefs. 

The motion was put and negatived, 

Mr. Sheridan moved, for 

“ Copies or extracts of letters or memorials on this fubje& 
“ •from the officers, commanding the troops on board the faid 

u tranf- 
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« tranfports, from the Mayor of Plymouth, or fromLord 
** ©corge Lennox, governor of Plymouth garriibn.” *,.4 

Mr. *SW/& thought this a very important matter, indeed 
Jt was the privilege and the incumbent duty of that Houfe to 
inquire into the expenditure of public money. This they all 
allowed. But he wifhed to fee them inquire into the expendi- 
ture (If he could be allowed the exprdfion) of human life. 
He wiihed the Houfe of Commons to make fome inquiry int> 
the lofs of the lives of our feilow-creaturcs. If this fort of 
information was to be refufed to that Houfe, and therefore the 
public at large were to be kept in the dark about it, he muft 
confefs that would appear to him a very ex raordinary proceed¬ 
ing. The Houfe of Commons'were to inquire into accounts 
of funis of money as a matter not of right only, but of duty 
aWo ; but into the lofs of the lives of our fellow-creatures no, 
inquiry was to be allowed. So that the principle amounted 
to this *> the lives of our fellow beings were of lets value, in 
the opinion of that Houfe, than our property. He owned he 
had other notions; he thought that the legiflature £ 
country ought to enquire a little into the expenditure of 
human life. 

The motion was then put and negatived. . ’ 

The remainder of Mr. Sheridan’s motions were all agreed' 
to, excepting tnat«for laving before the Houfe the corref- 
pcvuluKeof ihe ordnance and tianfport board, which, after a 
fliort converfdtion, was negatived. 

Mr. ccirct:ry Dime:as trien moved for a long lift of letters, 
of d.ftertrnt dates, in 1704., and 1799, from Sir Charles Grey, 
Sir John Jarvis, General Wtl'ia.i.ion, and other naval and" 
military commanders m the Weft Indies. Ordered. 
Sojourned. 


HO US id OF LORDS, 

Friday, Apr;! 29. 

Heard counfd on an appeal; read the Bills on the tablej 
received others from the Com.run*?., which were read a firft 
time ; and then adjourned. 


■* * 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, Abril 20. 

t 1 * * / • * 

A tnvflage was delivered froKitibe Houfe of. LojJgi, 
that their IuriflKips hail'Yireed to a jr.-cat tumher of private 
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*: The Loan Bill was read a tbi rd time and parted. 

The Order-of the Day for the report on the Bill for regu- 
ditiiig the Lie of hay and ftraw, being read, 

< >,fMr. Alderman Lujhington propofed a claufe to the effeft, 
that the venders of hay and. ftraw may be entitled to the fame 
i«ivilcges of action, in cafe they were fold an unmarketable 
Commodity by the farmer, in the fame manner as perfons who 
’ pdrehafe from the falefmen, in a fimilar cafe. 

After a fhort converfation between Mr. Mainivaring , Mr. 
Baker ^ Serjeant Adair , and Mr. Hujfcy-, it was agreed to re¬ 
commit the Bill, and adjourn the lurcher confederation of it 
to Monday. 

LONGITUDE. 

t ^ » 

■» * 

' 1 The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee to confider of a 
Certain fum to be granted to the Board of Longitude, Sir 
Philip Stephens in the Chair. 

■ * Mr. Roje moved that a fum not exceeding 5000I. be granted 
to tf/e board of longitude. 

H, Mr. Hufey wifhed before fuch a fum was voted, to know 
if the board, after the repeated Aims granted, were yet nearer 
the object ? 

i Mr. Rofe Lid, it had been ufual to vote fuch a fum for this 
purpofe, and it had tended to promote valuable difcoverics. 
t j The Qyancclhr of the Exchequer faid, if the honourable gen¬ 
tleman alked the queftion gravely, and not with an airofplea- 
fantry, he would anfwer, that the improvement made in 
faience, ftnee the board was eftablifhed infinitely more than 
Uounteibalanced the money expended. Our commerce and 
the world were indebted to the fcientific difeoveries that had 
been made, which was a matter of ferious advantage to us as 
a nation, and by no means a fubjeft of levity or pleafamry. 

Mr. tlujfcy replied, that in the difeuftions in that Houfe he 
never was accuftomed to deal in pleafantry ; he was ferious in 
the queftion which he put to the honourable gentleman. The 
houfe granted annually 5000I. for the dilcovery of the longi¬ 
tude, and ha gravely inquired whether wc were nearer the 
dbjeil, or what were the advantages derived ? . 

Captain Berkeley faid that very valuable difeoveries had been 
made of late, and 110 doubt this lum wuuld ftimulate the exer¬ 
tions of Icicntiftc men. He mentioned the inftance of Harri:- s 
time-piece, which came nearer to the difeovery of the longi¬ 
tude than any thing yet invented, and for which that gentleman 

tlad been rewarded with io.oco'.- 
»• * ^ ^ 
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.. Mr. Francis faid, he doubted the value of that aifo 
and really wiftied to know whether we had approxiih 
the difcovery of the longitude. * 

After a (hort converfation, the vote pafled the commit 
The Houfe was relumed, and the report ordered to be received 
on Monday. 

CAME LAWS. 

The order of the day being read for the fecond reading, of 
the game Bill. , 

Mr. Curwen faid, when he had firft moved for leave tQ.bripig 
in the Bill, it was his intention only to have it printed and left 
on the table, that gem 1 'men might have an opportunity to 
con fill t the claufe, and be prepaied at the commencement of 
next (billon, to fuppwfor ili fa pgrove of the meafure. It was 
His anxious defire to ob r Jn the opinion of the country gentle¬ 
men ; in confequence However of what had occurred on a for¬ 
mer night, he found r>U honour in frme manner implicated, 
he waf, therefnie, chhrcus of ditcutthig the fubject and 
explaining his in the prJbut itage of the bui]%efs<— 

As the Bill embr.iv.cd many object?, and as it was prepared 
In a hurry, he was aware it requited fome amendment; 
but the general and leading p r inci t de, he conceived no gen¬ 
tleman would difjmtc, taat of every land-holder having 
the privilege of killing game on his own ground. This 
would, in a great degree, prevent the practice of poaching, 
which led to the commilhon of greater crimes, and bef at 
the fame time, the belt method that could be deviled of pre¬ 
ferring the game. Some inaccuracies in the Bill ivou’d 
doubtlefs be corrcded m the committee; as the poor in an 
had a right to the game on his ground, he was of opinion, 
that he fhould be fu tiered to protect it as he was enabled to do 
in reipcCt to other property ; gentlemen were aware that if the 
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man an unqualified ri<:lit to kJI game on his own ground, a 
principle founded in juitice, and iuchf, as in every other cafe, 
the legifi.iturc rctogn zed jutt and proper; he would there¬ 
fore move, that the Bin be now re^d a fecond time, and if an^ 
arguments were urged in oppolition to ic, he would afterward* 
take the liberty of m >•,:■’2 a reply. 

• Captain Berkley .hu when a Bill was propofed to 
abolilb the wlioie r, Man of the cxiliing game laws, tjs ex* 
petted at leait tl, .1 1. vouhi have cujiiatijcd fomething on 
which the propriety J u B. a‘ 1:.»» oc fairly difculYtf 

\V lieu 
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Wwn he heard on a former occiifion the honourable gentle¬ 
man fpeak of the oppreffive nature of the game laws, he fUA- 
jedled that the Bill would have introduced fume great inno¬ 
vation, though he now found that in many things the Bill was 
mtimr- innocent. The efTence of it feemed to be compre- 
h^|ed in the claufe that allowed land-holders to kill game on 
$etr own grounds; and that was followed by a claufe which 
Would deftroy the whole, as it would arm every cottager, who 
had a cabbage garden of half a rood, with a right to purfue 
game into gentlemens grounds, on pretence that he had darted 
the game or? his own premifes. This would occafion the 
utmoft confuiion, by taking away the privileges of landed 
property, and reducing all diftin&ions that uf'ually rclulted 
from it. Every claufe contained matter that v/as exception¬ 
able, and fome of them what appeared to him to be nonfenfe. 
One claufe referved the right of the lords of the manor, &c. 


but while the Bill extended the privilege of killing game to 
every landholder, and allowed him to purfue game where he 
thought proper, after he had darted it, he did not think that 
the lofd of the manor would find any account in having a 
game-keeper for the protedlion of his game, or that he would 
at all be able to preierve it. Another claufe allowed any per- 
fon to flop thole whom they found carrying a gun for the de- 
ftruQion of game between fun-(et and fun-rife, and to take 
the gun from him. This was followed by a claufe, that pro¬ 
vided, if any refidance was made, the prrfon attempting to 
apprehend the perfon tranfgreding fhould he entitle I to repel 
fjprqebv force, fhould he meet with ieiidance, and even to maim, 
iilL&c. A claufe followed widen indicated taat it was framed 


rather for the Well of the ifle of Alan. It wa-* that the per- 
fon who thought himfelr agrieved by being thus hurt, maimed 
or killed, fhould be allowed to feck reJrels ar the quarter fcf- 
fions, which will no doubt create no l'mull allonifhment, fhould 
a. perfon of the lad delcription appear and feek red re Is. In 
fhort, he appealed to the House, whether the Bid was luch as 
could be fent to a committee, and he would then-foie move, 
« That it be read a fecond time shi.- day three months.” 

Sir Richard Sutton thought Shat much contention among* 
individuals, and great rieftrudhon to the game, would arife* 
from a permi/Iion to every land-holder to kill game on his- 
own grounds, and to purfue it after it was darted. A' 
hare and partridge was as much property as any other fpecies- 
of property that a man poiTdled. Farms vvere fo intermixed- 
in ibe country, that the Bill would be prndudiue of cndlciS' 
Sj and if game was buffered to be fold without any refttic^* 
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tion, it would foon be dcftroyed, as every hedge would have 
foares and nets to entrap partridges and hares, and it wouldbo 
impofliblefor a man to purfue game without danger of'inei' 
pofing himfelf to a law-iuir, to a (certain to whom the gaiti© 
he followed belonged. In Germany, he laid, -thtfre were 

three clafies of game, fubjeft to particular regulations.-_ 

He never heard of arrangements like thofe propofed, exit¬ 
ing in anv other country. In thefe times of democratical 
doctrines, he did not hefitate to utter the ariftocratical opi¬ 
nion that the game laws of this country were founded oa 
good principles, and fecured to the landed proprietors that 
iuperiority of privilege, and of enjoyment which they could 
belt exercife without injuring themfelves, or interfering 
with any other purfuits. This Jikewife afforded to a coun¬ 
try gentleman an inducement to live in the country, which 
he confidered as 110 mean object,. On a former occafion 
it had been Rated on the oppofite fide of the Houfe, t hat 
it would be of general benefit not to reftrain th^ plea-' 
fures of the country, for the purpofe of attaching country 
gentlemen to their eftates. This Bill would deprive t hem 
of a principal plcafure, and certainly game Ihould he pro¬ 
tected for their ufe, as from their habits of lifq the coot- 
muni cy did not fuffer by the time they occupied in fporting. 
He wi/hed, however, that game fhould be brought openly 
to market, and expoled to l'ale. It was well known that 
rich merchants and citizens, who had no game of their own, 
were extremely delirous of this luxury, and they fell U ppa 
means of obtaining it. He was of opinion that thofe who' 
were properly qualified, Ihould be at liberty to fell what 
they killed, and in this way the market would be fupplied. 
"With regard to the poacher he would Ihcw him no mercy. 
He would increafe the penalties to which th« offence was 

liable, and put a flop to a violation of the law that led tofuch 
pernicious confequences. 

Mr. Buxton faid that a Bill might po/Hbly contain ifome 
things liable to exception * but to its general tendency he was 
favourable. He deprecated the idea of equality, as much as 
the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, every man in the 
community however, had an indubitable right to the full tfn- : 
joyment of his rights and property. God forbid! he h id” 
that the Houfe Ihould in any inftance aflimilate tne German' 
laws to the laws of Great-Britain. In proportion as’the 
poor were interefted in the game, fo far would they be iri« r - ! 

in its protection, and it all land-holders Had *a % right 
kill game, the market would be better iupplied. With regard 

to 
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to the latter pact of the Bill, Mr. Buxton faid he approved it 

fceattiiy jfiiordid he think it liable to the ridieulb thfbVh 

Upon ft." If people came at night to kill game, foffte mc&tte 

taken to prevent them from difturbing theirneigh- 

ti^$y purfuin* game at improper hour*. 

vinr: rex laid that he was a vciy warm friend to the principle 

of'this meafure, though fame of the claitfes of the Bill might 

hi thought exceptionable. He wilhed to ubflain from general 

arguments, he. hoped however the Houfe would confider, what 

the honourable gentleman had advanced with regard to "the 

German ikvvs, as totally inapplicable to the queftion. What 

was there in the Britiih to.:e to rHombl. in the lead: the Jaws 

’ofiGetmany ? He was furprifed to hear any thing like the 

introduction of them into this kingdom. The arguments, 

howdver, of the honourable baronet as far as they were right, 

moft afluredly went to file fundamental repeal of the game 

Jaws; He faid, that in Germany, and he recommended the 

fame regulation to be adopted here, game could be brought 

and field at the public market by thole who were qualified.— 

How then dees the matter Band ? The lord cf the manor may 

«mploy a game-keeper to kill his game ; but the lord of the 

manor mutt fell it. He was firmly perfuaded, that to give the 

land-holder his juft right over the game on the grounds which 

•he occupied, would be the belt means of preferring the game. 

The Hand-holder had an indilpurablc right 10 the came on his 

ground, and much more lb almreJly, than the man who obtains 

a fictitious right to kill game, bv taking out hk qualification. 

With regard ro poaching, he ceiifciild wr.s no friend to if, 

byt he would not go fo far as tiic worthy ba joint, and lay, that 

h 4 would have no mercy far rorchei?. If the worthy baro- 

# ■* # « 

net entertained fitch an idea cf the crimurJ'ty id a poacher, a 
perfon whole fituation might be feme a’.'wiation of his guilt, 
in what view did he confider thofe who cmp'.'-y'd him, and 
prompted him tocomn.it the offence, whiiil their' condition 
mull render any breach of morality fi.il! more inexcusable? 
He d.d not by any means wilh to juftil’y the poacher, but 
while they had inftanccs of corruption and milcondirdt before 
them in perfons of a higher rank, and even recorded in the 
journals of that Houle,' were it regular to refer to thefe points, 
they ought to confider it as lefs extraordinary if people of in¬ 
ferior circurofianccs Ihoulci lometinr.es be betrayed into viola¬ 
tions of the law. If the worthy baronet felt indignation at tty: 
Idudl of poachers, he could not think the rich tradesman, 
n tempted him, a very honourable character. The prin¬ 
ciple of this Bill was to abolish the exifting laws upoirnits 
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fubi*&> and with that purpofe he perfectly concurred, 
why ? begaufe game is at this time fold, and the lawwb| 
prohibits it’s fale is ineffeflftial. If there was prineif 
of iegiflation on which no doubt could be entertaineq, jit y/a$ 
this, that there fhould be no law which was conftaotly $pd 
uniformly violated. All laws were indeed occafionally bro* 
ken, but it ;was the decree of infringement that was. to 
conlidered. Tut upon the choice of evils, either th<? r?p 
or the exiting code without fubftitution, or its continuance 
without amendment ; he would prefer the former for, th$* 
very reafon he had ftated. 

Another principle of the Bill was -to make game private prpf 
perty. The worthy baronet fays, that the little proprietor! 
would deftroy all, but the property would either be of,fuel) 
value as to prevent them from facrificing the future to a prefent : 
advantage, or that dependance and connexion which fub&jb : 
between the great and the fmall proprietor. The interefl^whiefo * 
the latter feels on many occafions in making himfelf a favorite 
with the former, would deter him from acting in any way th»$ 
would render him obnoxious. With regard to the purfuing of 
game Halted upon their own property, this he confidered to bflh 
the mo ft dubious point in the Bill. The claufe which had been, ■ 
confidered as very exceptionable, that which provided the re-*, 
ftreIs for thofe who were aggrieved by any conduft founded qi\ 
the provifions of the Bill, was a common language, and did 
not involve that abfurdity which had been ridiculed. He thought J 
the prefervation of the game of importance, though he - 
not think it of fo much importance as others did, nor was be lute * 
that it had the effedt to make country gentlemen refide among; 
their tenants; it was neverthelfs an objedL He would arts*. 
however, of thofe who were acquainted with that county (Nor-, 
folk) where game was perhaps better preferved than in any, 
other part of hngland, whether it was not owing to the power 
which the tcnanc had of turning off from his lapds thole wh<F 
attempted to kill game without his confent, that the gam?, 
was fo well preferved, and would it not be ftill better preferv- , 
ed, if by giving him liberty to kill game* the landholder had . 
an intereft in its protection ? Thofe who formerly fpokc in, , 
favour of this meafurc were gentlemen fond of the fport, whUt t ,, 
thofe who oppofed it confefitd that they had little prediiedtiofc. f 
for the diverfion. The former were farely bell qualified v 
determine what would tend moft to the definition or thoppe- 
ferv.ation of game. In the prefent code every fpecies 
principle was to be found, and it was not to bo wondered at,, 
if precedent had fbmetime been difirmcefuHy borrowed. The 
Yox. IV, 179O, 2N great 
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principles of the Bill were the repeal of the old law,and 
.makings game private property. As to the latter it was the 
tpiethat fome difficulties might arife, but the adjuftmem of 
fisch difficulties was mere matter of detail, and did not aftedt 
ylip, principle. If game was made faleable, it then became 
property. The principal of bellowing on a particular clafs 
fte privilege of making a trade of felling game, was perfectly 
anomalous In this and in every other country. If the lord ot 
the manor had a right to fell, any other perfon might have 
that righ£. It was indeed a matter of important regulation to 
determine to whom game precifely belonged, if it was made 
property and faleable. He could have wilhed the fubjedl to 
have lain over a fellion, to give room for mature deliberation; 
!w would, however, cheerfully vote for the bill going to a 
committee, to teflify the complete approbation which he en¬ 
tertained of its principle. 

i Sir Richard Sutton rofe to explain, but entering upon ex¬ 
traneous matter, he called to order from the chair. 

Chancellor, of the Exchequer faiJ, he did not mean to 
detain the houfe at any length on the prefent fubjedt. A con¬ 
siderable difference of opinion feemed to prevail both with re- 
fytSk to the principle of the Bill, and the means by which its 
provifions fhould be enforced. The prefervation of game 
feemed generally to be admitted on a real and folid ground of 
policy; and, for his own part, he confidered it in a more ferious 
point of view, and pregnant with more beneficial effedls than 
it appeared to be confidered by fome gentlemen, efpecially in 
. its tendency to indue? gentlemen to live in the country, where 
like bunting and killing of game afforded them an innocent 
Sthufement. It might therefore be laid down as a principle, 
that the prefervation of game fhould be maintained, not by 
means oppreffive and arbitrary, but by fome regulation coer¬ 
cive and efficient. In viewing the degrees of right to kill 
game, as enjoyed by different oiders of men in focicty, it was 
not from partiality,, but from reafon and reflection that he 
would allow that privilege in a fuperior degree to the higher 
orders of the ftate. It was an amufement better fuited to their 
fttuation and habits in life than to others, and their gratifica¬ 
tion claimed, he thought, the firfl attention. The fecond 
dafs, to whom a parpi ipation of this right might properly be 
gfren, were the occupiers of land, though in a more limited 
degree, and only on their own grounds; left, by too liberal 
aaindulgence in this amufement, they might hediycrttd from 
store furious and ufcful occupations, They oughtto enjoy 
tfws priviJege . however merely as ah amufement, ,and by a& 

■: ; means 
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means on the notion of property. He wifhed gentlemt^jfo 
confider what property diftinftly and clearly was—Was itPJbt 
clearly the creature of law dftd fubjeft to legal modification*? 
The right to any thing of this fort in civilized fociety w$s 
clearly not naiura> but the effect of law. Game fiirely muft 
have the fame diftnbution as other transferable things; though 
the law gave the farmer a profit in the ground under a leafe, 
yet it granted him the right only of deriving from it fuch ad¬ 
vantages as the labours of agriculture might fairly produce. 
This was not the law of England only, but of almoft all 
countries. 

The farmer did not enjoy that right or any general prin¬ 
ciple of property, but he only enjoyed it in a ceitain limited 
degree for relaxation and amufement, and as fome encourage¬ 
ment to preferve the game, in the ufe and enjoymentof which 
he fhould paiticipate to a certain extent. With refpeft to 
another clafs of men, thofe qualified for the fport, there would, 
he believed, be no difference of opinion. Among other prin¬ 
ciples of the Bill, however, there was one which went ta en¬ 
able fuch perfons to avail thetnfelves of this privilege: Was 
not this enabling them to poach and trefpafs on the lands of 
the proprietor, an J giving them an opportunity of purfuing the 
loom of the field, not as an amufement, but as a livelihood l 
Such a law, in his opinion, would hold out an aft of indem¬ 
nity to poachers, who for their own fake, and for the fake of 
fociciy, fliould not be encouraged to tafte of fuch diverficfnS. 
Upon this, however, he would not dwell. The attempt to 
make game property, was not, in his opinion, very likely to 
tend to its prcfeivation ; on the contrary, it would encourage 
the lawlefs profeffion of poachers, ami excite their ingenuity 
to multiply their dellruftive arts in kilhhg game. If it was 
to be made faleable, the poacher would be better able to fupply 
the market, than perfons whom the law or the proprietors of 
game might permit or employ to kill it. The felting And 
carriage of game, though prohibited, is neverthelefs daily 
praftiied and if they wtre to make it free to be brought to 
market, in proportion to the increafe of fale, would be the 
nicrreafe of its deitruftion. The poacher can procure it 
cheaper having made it a ftudy and a trade; he would conse¬ 
quently under (ell the occupier of the land, or any other privi¬ 
leged perfon. The farmer, alfo, if let into the amufement *£{ 
lulling game and converting to his own ufe, would, without * 
very forcible reftriftions, be tempted to confurrte his timothy- 
attempting.to make a lucrative employment of that which 
grenteo Gulyas a limited amufement; - upon the; whole, there-; - 

zNi fore, 
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fore, hesnouid advife the bufincfs to be put oft', for more ma¬ 
ture examination, or that fame other fyftem Should be pro- 
more likely to accompli the object of the prefeat 

VTuhth Francis {aid, he was of opinion, that every poffible en¬ 
couragement flhould be given for the prefer vat ion of game. 
/’But he was alfo of opinion, that the moment the law gave the 
property of land to the tenant, the fame moment it gave him 
a property in the game fed on that land. They might as well 
take away all his corn, and the produce of his induftry, 
which is fairly his property, as to allow birds and other crea¬ 
tures to come and devour it, without his having the permif- 
lion to deftroy them. He could by no means agree with the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) in thinking that the 
^greaterthe quantity of game killed, rhe lei's would be the 
quantity of game on the whole. The contrary, in his 
opinion, would be the cafe; if the farmer enjoyed the pri¬ 
vilege of Shooting and confusning game, he would feei an 
anxftty to lake care of the eggs, and to promote the propa¬ 
gation of game, which in the prefent fyltem, from his in¬ 
dignation at the treatment he receives, he is r<tLlier tempted to 
exterminate. Mr. Francis readily agreed that game might 
be made lawfully faleable : nor did he fee any difference be¬ 
tween the man who kills it, and the citizen who is fupplied 
•With it, only that the country gentleman was more eager to 
k*U-it, and the Alderman more difpoled to enjoy the luxury 
of feafting upon it. 

„\i Mr ‘Sheridan declared himfclfa decided enemy to the game 
laws 35 they Hand at prefent, conudering them a code highly 
partial, unjuft, and tyrannical. He agreed with the right 
honourable gentleman, that property was the creature of 
law, and ftirely it would be conceded to him, that the law 
Ought to follow up its own principle and afford protedtion to 
what it created, this fpecics of property was to be protected 
by, and not (as was often the cafe) be made the game of law. 
Was it conhttest with law, or common fenfe, to make it 
criming in any, man to kill the hare that fed upon and de- 
ftroyed bis young corn ? Was it criminal to remove that 
animal which ate the produce of his land, becaufe it was 
neceftary to the fport and amufement of dalles above him? 
Be could not agree with the right honourable gentleman, that 
roe were made property it would be more generally de- 
byed. In fad, the lower orders would in that cafe feet a 
theater intereft in, its preservation. He bad however no-he. 
fetation to avow that he fair more difficulty in regulating, the 
- : " ; game 
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game than he was prepared to remedy; . If it was mad*?' 
petty* it might he the caufe of bringing men to the gal 
and the gibbet. He therefore wifhed to iet the ftftgebf lie-pw^,' 
to another feffion, when gentlemen would enable thetnffcfvb* 
to come better prepared upon the fubjedl. The ft*«Heof 
George L,enabled fuch drfproportionatc punifhmenfc fof .kitt¬ 
ing game, that it was in his opinion a difgrace totbe>ft*tuie 
book, as many perfons had iuffered impr ifonmenc ipr.hfa-, 
merely for partaking of that pleafure which, the law denoted 
exclunvely to others, and which monopoly could daft btedc- 
fended on any principle of right, humanity or juftice.“/di$e. 
therefore wifhed that a Bill were brought in to repeal it. 

Mr. Harr 1/3 n laid, he conceived what ‘the honourable 

gentleman had juft mentioned, was alone a {ufficimt reafon 

tor palling this Bill, linee, although the penalty was . only 

five pounds, a perfon was liable to be detained in pfftbft 

all his life for the cxp'-nce-, which conmonly amounted^to 

fifty or lixty pounds more. He ftated, as anofbdr.reafcn 'Why 

he difapprovcd of the prelent game laws the fiifttmary ritnedy 

trey provided, if a body of people came armed upon a mat’s 

property, and the fervant^ oppofed thsir invafton, and they 

killed any ot thofe lervants, they were junified for;havieg 

done it; if, on the other hand, any one of thole frrv.tats kited 

one of them, he was found euiitv of murder. He knew..that 

* 0 

Ihch c.ies had occurred in courts of junice, and tie therefore 
thought me Bill would be of fervice it it were committed, 
and then Iuffered to lay over another year. ' ,, , 

Mr. Ji'nunjoii profefled iumtelf a Strenuous advocate far 
the prelervation of game, a> affording a favourite amufeoCnr, 
and a ifrong inducement for gentlemen to Jive in toe country, 
trom which greater benefits were derived 10 the nation at large, 
than teemed to be generally imagined. Many of xt;e evils 
that exifted in a neighbouring nation, and wnich not 4 littitt 
contributed to accelerate toe revolution, were in a great 
degree occftioned by gentlemen not reftding 0.1 their eftates, 
and by their abfence, lofin^ all influence over thofe who cul¬ 
tivated their lands. In .England, the amufemeut of fhooting. 
Sic. enticed gentlemen to remain in the country many of the 
lummer and winter months, and particularly the latter, when 
their prefence was in oft acceptable .-.rid advantageous tb the 
poof. , He laid, he was enabled to judge or the eftiebt frbm 
comparing one part of the county in wmch he had been, 
Where gentlemen did fo, to another part of the fame county, 
where they did not, and the difference of proiWity artdcbp'- 
tent was almoft iacrodtbic* &or would the nuking of game 

property 
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property, tent) to increafethat property, but ratherhe believed to 
deft ray the diverfion. As things flood at prcfent, the farmer had 
%flgh$, to order off any gentlemen who came to hunt on his 
htytyfe which he is never inclined to avail himfelt of, when ho 
iceS.no damage will enfue to him { were the farmer is to (hare 
m the game, and regard it as his property, thert, indeed, would 
Re order him off, feeing otbenvife that his property and pro¬ 
fit will be injured ; and in moil parts of the country, if gen¬ 
tlemen were confined to their own eftates, they would not 
highly .eftunate the amufement. As to what was faid by an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) that property once 
given, all the confequeaces of pr 'perty fhould follow, no 
notion could be more erroneous; in the cafe of a farmer and 
landholder, the law gives them that property but conditionally. 
The farmer has the land for other ufes, and for other fources 
of profit, not indiicrimmately for all, and confequently pays 
left for it. And this ftands good in many analogies to the 
game laws ; for inftance, in the difeovery of a mine, which 
undoi&tedly does not become the property of the farmer. 
Mf. Jenkinfon faid, he had no objection 10 Tome mitigation of 
the game laws ; or to giving farmers the tight of Iporung, 
on their own land, but could never agree to give them per- 
milEon to fell the gime ; were they reftrufted in that refpedt 
thpy might fhare in rhe amufement without any temptation to 
convert their right into an abuie. 
i <$ir Robert Suhfcury (aid, he concurred with the honour¬ 
able gentleman who had juft fat down, ard would freely con¬ 
fer to at every man fttouio enjoy the right of fport.ng on his 
oWp ( premifes' 

, §tr y. '’Rom oppofed the Bill as unpopular; he (aid he had 
converted with many farmers on the fubjedl, and they all con¬ 
curred in difapprobation of the regulations propoled, as open- 
inga fonree for continual contennons and dtlputes. 

Mr. Cocks declared himftlt averfe to the Bill, on the ground 
of attempt ng to introduce a change in our whole fyftcm of 
laws and government, which our anceftors had fo wifely 
eftablifhed and fealed with their b'ood; of that fyftem, he 
faid, the game laws were a part, and if Tome of them were 
ofcjeifionaule, they might be amended. He could not there¬ 
fore fee upon what grounds gentlemen endeavoured to fub- 
ftiiute new do&rines in the place of our conftitution. (Mr. 
Codes w as here called to order by Mr. Francis, but con¬ 
tinued to treat that gentleman's opinion as ablurd. The law, 
he faid, gives ail property, but it does not give the landholder 
Any right to kill game, it cannot therefore be his property.) 
JVir. Cocks continued to deprecate all innovations, and to 
. exhort 
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exhort the Houfe, tint if they loved the co.ifthxuidrt} 

Ihould be vigilant to preferve it. ' ' 

Mr. Frantis, in explanation, thanked the honourable gew- 
tlcman for the epithets of kindneft ho beftowed on hii argu¬ 
ments and hit intentions, but contended that what he advanced 
was in perfe£t regularity of reasoning ; if every creature that 
comes to injure the property of the farmer cannot be deftymyed 
by him, then it may be faid that one has the property, and 
another the produce of the lard. * * 

Ml. Cm wen congratuhtud h mfelf and the country, that 
there was only one per (on who had avowed himfelf wilting;' 
to defend the exifting game laws. He perfectly agreed with 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer as to the propriety 6 t pre- 
fcrv mg the game, and being ngoroufly fevere agamft poachers. 
There was however a law paramount to all thefe, namely, 
tbat no one (hall be injured m hts property. As the laws 
flood at prelent, he (aid, the hardlhips endured by the farmers 
could fcarcely be conceived, much lefs adequately defcribed, 
l.ven in Rufln, wbcie the right of tile fubjett iiiitde attfeded; 
to, the privilege ot (porting is obtained for a final! pecuniary 
confederation. And furely it never was more Wife and "ex¬ 
pedient than at prefent, to conciliate the affe£tron«, and pro¬ 
duce an attention from the lower orders of the people ( what¬ 
ever therefore (oine gentlemen might infmuate about inno¬ 
vations, nothing could deter him from performing what he 
conceived to be hts duty, and what he now propofed, he ftlt 
to be a very furious and uigent one. If the Rill were com¬ 
mitted, the IIoulc might alter and modify it in the committee, 
io as to render it unexceptionable. As the laws fto^d, there 
weic not more than i?,ooo certificates taken out, fo that not 
one fourth of the perfont. interefted in the foil poflefled the 
free ufe of their own property. With refpedt to poacherfc, 
the Bill would render the crime different, and thereby reduce 
the number ot offences. At all events he was happy to have 
turned the thoughts of Houfe to the fubjedt ; and whatever 
might bt the f itc of the prefent Bill, his refolution to purfue 
the meafurc would not be in the leaft enfeebled. He would! 
even now declare it to be his intention, at fome future period, 
to move, that tht eighth of George the Kirft, the tWenty-fixth 
of George the Second, and the Utcond of George the Third, 
be repealed Of thefe motions he wou’d give due notice. 

The Houfe then divided, * 

dyes, (for the Bill) 

Notty (Againft it,) 

1 1 

Majority 48 1 
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cellar of ibe Ex<bequer propofed, that it is the opt- 
Houfe that provifion he made for funding nary, 
tre amcunt 'of A^ooQjOooh—Rcfolvctf. 
te motion of Mr. Rofe, the following fums were voted .* 
oool. to make geod the deficiencies of tftd civil lift.. 



jjOOOl for the relief of French refugees. 28,500!. for 
tenfean civil officers. 2,9001, for defraying the extiaordi- 
iiarjf eJtpences of the mint. i,8ool. for printing the journals 
df the ffUTiilh. 1.300I. for returns of the average price of 
rcv. 38-4.lt for improving the approaches to the two Houfts 
aFpsfrliahswif. *,5061. for expenses of the fetthtnitnt in Nevh- 
\V%!‘es. 5 ,OGoI. for expences ot *the profecution of 
Wlrren Hifftings, E/fj a,ycol. for the purchife of rh, pail-a- 
menrofitto. 2,00,000!. for thb redufibon of the na-ional oe!'f. 
2,lj}«o,octol. for making good thegr*nts voted by parliament. 
ao^Oopl. for expcnccs of rhefettjemciua on the coaft of Afnca. 
to thlr board of agnculture. 3, joi. tx> the Snufh 



(ft 


J>fe ghtte not'cc thnt in the committee of fupply, on the fe- 
corld ©F May, he would move th t provision he nr d ’ f» r 


a JCfttSffidy to tnc King ot JatJinia, and other buns not yet 
voted. 


C0&1UH1E* or \VA\. '.NO MEANS. 

fbe Ch wife' of +%r E.\ <7 ~yucr tint h** h 1 thfiv fed 

pf the lottery fc: tre next year, confining of C f ,joo tickt-v, 
after an eager competition, for 780,0001. The prrrcs amount¬ 
ed to 5oo,0ool. fo that thcie would be a clem faving to *h» 
pubiic 6f 280,000!. 

A refoltition wa« pa fled arcordingly, gnntmf to his m^k^y 
the fbm bf 780,000!. to be raifed by way ot lottery.—Au- 
jbumed. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday May 2. 

* * 

CONDUCT Of ADMINISTRATION. 

The Marquis of nanfitown addref!fed the wool fork in effect 
2tfi follow-* ScnfiW* as I am ofthrgreat improbability of any 
motion of mine meeting the affent of A majority of your lord- 
fbio fe it may perhaps excite fome favprife, that on the prating 
og&on X Should offer myielf to your attention. I have only 
||nf#er ih my own defense, that if ever I weighed-a (ubjeit 
more thairtmbthcr it is this—whether I UwuW ever again 

trouble 



Art >*4*1 WOOPfAUC* PA*MAMMf*AKV RtPOUll. »** 

trouble your iord&ifK k this Hwifc X Hr** not reckicaiWfchis 
flat® of perplexity from any motive at pwfensddifnfpe£ to your 


op the contrary, i have to arknowfe'.-^e every mark rtf atten¬ 
tion, and many prh ate obligation*. fsut the improbability of 
my exertion that 1 1 , ould make, being fuccc&ful m waking a 
change upon the meafures which have been recently aijomid, 
and the fyftem which is at ptefent adted upon, difeoaragea Me 
from undertaking a ulk, which X had every reakto to 
would prove fruitlefs in the end, accompanied as it is with a 
fdCrifice of health, the trouble of attendance, and above a 1 !, ah 
intrufion on the patience of your lordfbips. Why then, |t 
will be a (bed, w ith thefe powerful confidcrations to a contrary 
conduct before me, have I ventured to appear in my place this 
ev.n.iig ? My aniwer is, that hid l porfued the line ofdon- 
dud wiih theft confidei tions fuggefted, I jthoold have 
liiJu the iiettflity oi evpl umng to the country’ thf ground 
[im which 1 Ttul, publicly to profefs, that ray retfriment 
w as dictated b) no fer timent of dlfguft or feeling of di&pmnt- 
"iut, but I hud beta influenced by tircumfUnces, which if 
idoied, m.ght tend to rnfe difcc tent widicut doors, which 
f n .o m,i couftant wdh of my heart a* much at polfitile 




•i ’( mo*n . wi-1.1 has influenced me to trouble your 
h , s day is—on the ijtli o Deceoulc’i, rj'/O, and on 
i i ibiuan,, 1780,1 pri poivo two r '•r>on i -, thct£Fe& 
\ 1 wii was, to luggdi that fjftem of public < <■ , t ous with 
\ t ii it would he my wi& that rhe refoluoom, i ,%jto jfuumit 
)i mVcration thisesem.ig, Ihould be followed up. lit 
w 1 tn^i t that was held out d.'cr t, .fen or on* wtu* p*o~ 
the 1 were cJ'td not icpublican out <11 ajcbical, They 
wuc nd to he the mftruments of alarm, ami the committee 
a \ P° uted to give them Cllccl was termed a committee tit 
i 1 tv I h id u< iatisfadlion, however, of ieung the mimfler 
of tne day ohh.'ed to come forward to p r opofc a coouniflkm rf 
puhl-c accounts. That coramiflion was composed of mde- 
pc.ul ut m< n, fome of whom are dead, and wbofc memories 
cannot be hdd in too high reflect j other* of whom are fiill 
al.ve, and have every daunt upon their country^ grati tud e.— 
X he meat ut es which went then adopted were purfuedwith great 
affiduny, emoracing an woenftve and uniform n!mm < kxm+ 
fl.tutional operaftwna. I« this tyflera I was happy ttMfop. 
ported by many in the prefem adminiftration, who at that 

»»!iw WHwi»duwd to go to the foil extent ofa»y views*-* 

■ Vox. IV. 1796. zij Since 


* 



»*s * WOQOfAjX’S ?AJUUM£HTAR¥, REPORTS, lCo«f»WM. 

Since that ffmc, howevciv them fufnmflon of that 

Sy f » defmion among ws Ftmwjki" Far'kiit ftronW 

tj Jrtlsmwuh in'piiting bJiUtte w4 pritfem member* nf ad- 
miolMsWun. AMI ■wife 1% to oflcf them an opportunity u> 
y^Mifratc th**ir own '‘tharadters, and to ‘firfNfv the public 
sputum. If tiwyjland firm to the reftnlutidto which ih*-y lifter* 
Voted, *' char the influence df'thi Crown was incitoidt-iJ, is in- 
c»t»Sng» and ought to be dimimflaed, ? ' and to which tney 
were facrully pledged, it was hut fair that their reputation-} 
flioulcb Aot Sumer i r i the opinion of the world, fmm the 
i^pls«llpteptious of r«y trim or any let of men. IS they 
have yi^ated the pWge which they had given, and tf.krwd 
ihofe grit nr pies which they once held, if they have anoflatlv r-i 
from that saule which they let out with dpoufmg, It wa> 
«jua.lly juft and proper that the j ubhc Should he tn poftf 
tun of dpciwriurt', upon which to torm an impn-tial cd 
trjtfte nf thtir chaurkr. For the f«fc<- then both t f unmiU. -- 
thymfctm^ajni fvi the fake t f that rc'petf which wi s due to 
tlje^ounttp; with whofe mterdfs they are entrufted, let the 
rijibtwpiuf tfeeir conduct be clearly known and distinctly aJcci 
tained. 


Jt i4 not my intention to enter into a detailed 
«f aft the vaifous papers upon the tilde, hut only t<- t, u l , 
upon the moff c.<pi»<l points which they coni.in, m f 
the whole is not highly Woifh v of the peruf 1 an! a» .. - 
live c< c*rtlc«atM>n t:i .your lrtC(!£hip r * hut ’hecanii ihey t.r- 
brace a fti.1 too wide and extennve t»* bi* pwiyd at" ' 
vjcW. r I hi. v ratuitfly Will nut be foun ! r > entertaining : 
■Lorctifco de Mudiu { hut I have m> cFutbt^thu \ott will ! * 
highly gtahft&d af(eU,jduWd.m peruiuij, their r\. .tan* . 

*f The fuff pirncuU* tu which I w<>u'd , i w voui I *•'- 
{hips* MtarttJdi, h Che U<<hv\ report <1 d.e toin.'i ‘A i i t‘ 
account^ upon tin* (ubj fl of cui.fr lubum,' )! tic hit >ci < 
b«?.ds*imo oih , an caped.*, t wbteh w ih» dr'fu t »xr.i 
out at tvn'tv-fm* places, -w.di flr& a cooPJuabKr dimitm o*. 
of the public cxjwtjwe. Ami I cannot rchain from <*pr< SLiig 
foltiC lurpjtfe, that this jcfttlutloii has nt mr been a 1 ! d up \n, 
M-toUy' fccfwdJa t»jue was Jidhcient tujuilify the 


- ternwrd a noble, gtUnd, and <Oiift»);uti 6 nsl 0 bjec\ 'JTlie re- 
»du^|||bpf’expense attending fuefh 4 »dVtn wed I ciTtamly 
far fflP*couftdcr»!'lfi, but'this WaS an ohjc^ comparatively 
trjfliiitt tvheft b. Loiccd - with the diwiiiuikii a$2mM tvw, &» 

t * * * ~ Vack 



*f r 

Mit * 1 wo^ujtisi' \w K* 

«4<Jh pf **&$& % fm^kA ttfMh of feu*Alnf| » 

mnmhi r of rajiftrmmytfhe Was In tof$hW«& 

“ | would in jhr next plsoc beg; lihw#'* at¬ 

tention to the 9 *h regent* rtfp ‘Hirtgtjh^^y ’tffthe *r«m 'l he 
way that the atruy i<* patd* has bedft^uwy fe.<4 in the report 
ro bt < teewe pf Cfimpofitiun and fetovipafipepx of rttyflwv* 
aiubi mly, »nJ fraud ffim the gnv^ul OW# to thfr'Wafp* 
mon oldier, it was tmpof&bie for the army to efeer »am > wlltw 
ther thev were impofrd on ot not* Inflead of erM* 1 - 

<As, of fu (iftence a.nd amae-i* there Ire f parate’andf 
a v coii»ti> kept for agcucy, ctt&ifhmx* f .ball fib/*, CbelA.a, and* 
*» number ot other artidki, which (“fie ©nit* to 'locuroab'o* 

< *peiicts -pon the cnuim, and to bewildar trofe v oftfbufl*. 

11 n» ti is to f npipe into the mode m whiph lift j»oi»i?\ qf the 
i if o 11 cxfxiHtl 4 We al know w*»it is the nwrtvde.'s »n- 
it nnon in iht^ rue/otiati >n of loans, to allow fo n«w?b Hn 

1 1 r~p r tf* it. and f » muul in In k four ftfr <tnfr. «t* 
i lotun in kri, an 1 f > on Jt »s to conceal ffcohs*tfy* edb|lfyV 
t l «, 'al ftite of tht b ra un, m |H lame way <{>at 
rr » erta n ptd l 1 . >n c il t» u r tt«nd ui 1 y k, ra'ht^^a 
i aa Uu i a 1 vtng Ian"n t> a 5 - a c.i in’* the t M *' sial aMor* 
c ls mto w ici*nyuuiid nlkat’ their folia wo**. Wity a 
t oi ( ‘ 1 1.1 fh >»') hfiie i > m ich <o p«y to the luffr, and fb 
i iu h to the f , {i mut b biocwnt^ and jfo imaui toruuid* rf 
" i n >» fl» t io i <i a i lye, <,hc ipr « be for t$*e pntp-tfe of Pand 
«t Iroutal it.it> aj .vivoieAt 4oi t >ppt«tihi a«hn>b«?t of 
ti tsi, l>y tlo f,v t of a <l«f ivn^ ‘ftiVIiehy, and Thevble 
pitmlUiS, wit mut asttiliqn, t,i sijfjdy the Jwbtft munfey to 
f ip f“> (life irt Aum thnft for whwh it uW \Wfd by aatv 
i. fi *1. s is riiU the cue, why was »«* the* cwsr* 

< ipt, ,ut u pt i fi^gift J by cofftmi'TiorM'fv In their 

ivpMtad ptt , *ht purpofe <f winch Wi4s at ones to guard 
herunil iitipofom i In ua, pradW'til upon the uifjier, and fopto- 
i nle f<n tht | topej i^i^afnjsirt tnem bhc rru«Ky ? * 

“ 1 he 111 icpw t to wmch 1 would «ill err, is tb* eleie^nth^ 
.elating io th untun it 1 deh\ the abject of wWph, *{cfh; vnty 
ap exfir miy deuia. out) wai tp a^uaiat psupe Wth 
the yeal txtuit ->f the huui whxh they iifcwennl in tht cmirfe 

of i wo, an 1 to provide ng*«4 th®tbipf, tnCre-fing more 

i ipiuly i)|.m ih o>safi4 of pay.ng ih But this, tat ev«y oifer 
beothual pi. pohtUtn, has lejetSlsd by the putfeftt tkyjffi 
flur«i in the fourteenth f^phr*» refjwufmg tht-paTen# $&;<$$% 
of the board ot cuftpiyui, rinarfb genuemeti are divided into tour 
cliffe^* afftv^ofe thfti are iUegal» frcandJy, fhaffe thfat are 
ufekft> tWy, thofc vrho est cute thtlt officei bj m« ans of 

* O l deputitSj 
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^Jbe fjfwd, arid that that department 

cobygdJs 



fe cleared of tvpy 
tube, of negl|get.cr, or 

e com- 



./,corruptions, The mint was alfo pfOfipuftced b^ 

.. miifionew to icoulre fume reform. Which never, to myfenow- 
- ledge, has taken place. After what was fit# Upon jth^fcmwn- 
~ lands, J (houtd have expected feme lmprovcnu of cm tins 
ftajre, or at Icaft, not to have heard of any mare grants of 
landsbcmg.m»<iemJwIdial 



__ _ r _. „ __ ftiy 

rrwnt? refined, and my opinions fet right. I dm afraid, how¬ 
ever, that fii&s {peak too ftrongly In mv fupport| Whep.’we 
copfider-that.fums of unexampled magnitude v “ 

pended without the approtwtion of pifhafoen^bport* 

.. unheard in the hiltory of the country j that 
.without, thi? content of the Jegidature, have 'bCeh 
cre&ing.barracks m this kingdom, which ace itcurwr more 
nor left, thao armed foitiefhss, what **£ we to fVtift , (sf cry 
of hi/ii l.hcpr 1 ) Do any uohie lords cry out whrn I give djejn 
this defignation ? l repeat it f that the barrack 1 * uriC nothing 
. left, than aptfc i fit it tjfrs , for if b.«r$i&t 4 be propet Iv'iiipplied 
. , with armed meu, animunttmp, add a few cat i unades; I appeal 
>> ( s to ai>y, ptpfihliotuj geutleman if ftdre he*' p^fithdUy of "»«- 
- . .'ducIpgithfSt^i except wtthrcaarton, Co that we artlfow crime 
> back to the fituatijjn that ym were in previous to the revolu¬ 
tion. It any peer wul the up in his p«Ce, and declare Upon 

• . t V i .» t t ... .i v..v.Wr , . w 1 • .' 


V« *• *s Vi a.u^u'u, * jjutj 

... mi' argument is far s it guts', perhaps prec-dent is pleaded 

Hut are wc always to he Euidod by pre* 


.;by way.of ap >l.>«y ? Hut are we always to he guiduo ov pro 

^aiyabie tu our T ^. .„„„ 

:; ;r there had be« n a few.’prkedemi hi rufpea to toaefcs, was 
V, wflrifoav rcaion for efcpWfti the iyilem io far *3$. ft. at .ore- 


'i-wiwm r ? cr ? ^ “wy. 

:■. rv : ,yrhtc)H «f wlwi >n mp% 


oei in the apajjn 
#i* mav oncrito bfe' 
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aXS W©0£>FALL’3 VA&ttAMWlT fCeMw>»*. 

their pre&nt cdaent, they «mv not <^t«fcn the ©drift itutiortv 
When th«ajfmy in 4 ap^mn.ut^i can pwtdvvf 

m aUrg^gkm rtsh-of CrOwrvmfhlenC*, linked it feems to 
!»the fjracm of ihcft»rc$fet reign toj^y aS 3 attention to the 
ari$& The fob' try get an augmentation qf pay pn the 
iCittg without the know ledge of fuihamwit, swd a variety of 
dwe"m*> n given thejn* the Ciecht oi which Is approbated to 
the fovetcljjn, hut the Spence of which n itmdjfy placed 
to tbC account of the nit I on. Formerly* onjy the younger 
branch** families v$re deli reus of going with tli# army; 

nfr*r> no* individual but wbuL families erliftffd: 
th<i comecjufcnye of which is thert is an end of all education V 
thd valiiiblC conflttutional trails* a?«i t aiiuu$ books on the 
rprcSutfun which fled to be lead when I came into the wwidy 
he neghiied «!>«* ftalla, ami the fciencv» art left without a 
votary, w«h the fohraty exception of fa&ks, whuh at pit- 
fejftt fceiws 'tofjpJly to tngroh the at tent i > i of <?"r jnurh. The 
deGpD&i of th» fcoontry* mfttad of jefhng wnh the joiirtpv 
fhnt>t»f«fa<tiil»C%'was row only fhstrtri by tnem with then 
eldfcf btrrfbfcr?, M?hc» ought to be the gu f <i aus of the na'ionat 
Iib^cy, find the public Huff. I Lmu of two per forts of ht fc n 
tank a«d fortune, who have gone into the «tmv. In cau of 
an mvafton I would wtfh to ke cK.y h nd -imed in its ui- 
frrtjct, tut l never wifh to fie the cowm.y thus ioi»*erted not 
into a u#ti<s hut into » landing army. 

44 Ft opt die orduuries I pi meed to the exnaordinaik. of 
fhc^rn.y, which, b) the conuniiTionus of ,icto»u s, ■*< re ro- 
Imt^nawms an ml whi. h called m tfw Joutkft terr* tor a 
re**edv, and’that at a time when they were much more Imon- 
fid&SteWC tHaii they are at prefrnh 1 ” The repot • of th* * cm- 
tnitt^e in iy# 3 * placed the fubjfttt *n the chaieft point of .uu. 
It .was. iif th«ifcdk>wmg term*: 

i rW >*V! H* ot feu K WH r ht t » - iMw*t of e-vt* 4 . 

ot 4 h|^A ft» t /«rui |4 * tiu)« t iw t # i i limit \ i 4 n 
fib ik p tUr 4 1 $ nifnuifc a iJw &, nft i 1 4ir * n» i tfb-r f r» v iv »u u, ly 
k'Ptlty b*fi* UW £i *% W ' t H.4MJ 4/u> jIii r t*c J t » 

aU* i %iiflfr b? 5*«5 ^ I fc }<d^i* i Iitafk 

a 4 th i *. », mi 

i rt»M fatlrn'itytttt r r nij u-*t r if ^Uit 

arrr im 9 K t, jU, hf % i iltlut * n If il 

t> #Air«W«> Wt n K U> iVuti vio 

4 * t url * * J* bttwslilr m 4 hifr At»W<* W m ) »u f» i height 4 „ 

t 44v t r umnjm» t i it a v jw W*#4Kift htM^t v ar, to ip<^o 

tlyi JBiWf* i 4vny )«k'i ttjflitttofif \«H h*f W4 ;o tt/hhtt tl 

4 vtk £M -' 9 t^n ** Ttiur^fr^t 

9 { 4? ?v tf*pp?4t vtlOflWUll t W| h U* f4t&Q4d i oAi^f r»* ^UtJi j|4 ft 

e # *J A jMtt i>* wbkS» n-tr y fwly hkf pftftfuw 

tht t* j. ui tto vti^l i at ttu* t 4 tu^ 

/ V«M^ 
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. jvii* ^.ptef. wmcli K i %i1fa<jl& 

i»S «T i•“• -«v<?»*«i5r.vo,» f+H&t 
It h. tyfiefote EslMiii'*&'.' 
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a%8 MQOtAtVS VAtltAVWtMkt 

pwliei »h« Annifewi w, wjf fiiW In thm * 1 

** • "ige* Wirh tl# fcf whw ftp/ fiUfce 

In t ^ i ppfa i fb imnutftar}, tfcttt #? «Vk(Wviftwfc* maA txft 
tm 'miino* #py at nnapfibraUe, 

„J$f-'mliuftets fay, that ip the account upoo dbe table, there 
(nftance of money loofcly, wantonly-, extravagantly, 
or, perhaps, corruptly fquwulered ; 1 wtll >ebfore to fay, 
that they are fo thy ft eft ou fly dra wn out, that it is altogether 
fmpoifiwe lor Any man to make anv thing of them. It is nor 
at) accidental ambiguity, nor any difficulty natiirally to be ex- 
pe&ed »4 the elucidation of a complicated fub}e£t But it has 
required ingenuity, of no mean kind, to wrap them up in that 
dblcurlt^dn which they are enveloped. Vpon the prelent fyf- 
(dorof keeping the public accounts, theie is nothing winch may 
nOfccomebnilu the head of army eXttaouimarics. In thtP* at- 
c<wmta.f*f«e great ftrvices p.rfmmed at normnally a final I ex¬ 
pense. whereas J obferve thou&nds upon rhoufaiids fquandcred 
upon the moftti ifiutg and infign'ficant ohje flte. I received an 
itmnjgnousletter the other day from theory, informing me that 
had been font to the Dty »t Algiers. I took tome 
trOt&fc *0 inquUc into die triirh of the fact, and I find that a 
very largo fum, though ndt quite to this amount, has been 
font* 1 ’ «ut thirty or forty ihouiand pounds may be difpofed of 
wtlHepieafureof mlniflers, without the content of parliament; 
fecial cate is, however, t*kui to mini m u-> of the put c lu«< < f a. 
Wkd-penny pw.du.me chcft. in tftdc accounts I (cr a great 
many funis expanded under the gear rat tide/)? ib pa tytcjer z u i , 
and ditto ditto vt»> ftequchtly occurring. There were a variety 
qjMl^mSSttC fervict«, of the exa£i iurns expended m each of which 
few members of parliament were able to inform their conftitu- 
iSdW. Ifc one inihmce, I find, that a fum is paid ]ur thr fJlu 
gwt f StftdcvCn the ac coun tsurtdtgtftcd and ururraiiLul, u Head 
of being produced, as they ought to be, upon Mr. HatUH‘** 
plan, on the firft day of the fellioii of parliament, an. kept 
Wk till they are rdhi&iujtly extorted Ifum mimliers at thin 
late period at the feffion. Is it poffible, I would alk any noble 
lord, to tell from *$«& accounts how mut )i Martinique, how 
much the osmoditroo to f» coaft of \ r,»ncc, how much the 
Eafi or Weft India fervi^e has coil ? And arc not theft ©b* 
]e£ls, each of which havk fhetr preeife value, and the cxpence 
of wbichJt Would be exceedingly definable tor the country to 
bewijpflBed of * One would think that even mini Her* them- 
felves would be anxious to irvfttfuee fomc indufiy as a chr<k 
upon the numerous hands which Are daily in the public purl© - t 
todtbat thf country may Ham an opportunity of difcereuhg be. 

* tween 



;. AVJ .j WOOD!-’ ALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. afy 

, 4 

. ween thehoncft man andthe knave. Thenewfpapertbmaymake 
; talk nonlenfe, if they pleafe, but if there be a paper which 
lxv.fb of its principles, I hope 3t will give extracts front 
Mr. HatlclTs book, that the people may know at lead what 
, \ ht to be the «ondu£t of thole to whom they have committed 
tl.ur mod important interelts. Indeed were minifters of this 
c;antiy to chan places with the clerk of the houfe of com* 
r would he a good amende , and could fuch a change 


mor.s, 

rake place, there is not a peer in-the houfe that might not 
vbJ ptoud tc a*, t as cleik lo fuch a mini (ter as Mr. Hatfcll. 

Auuthe r article on the lift ofabufes; (and a Jong lift it is) is, 
the appointment of a thud fccretary offtatc. 1 am not given 
to quibble about trifles, but this i c a matter which I could not 
pafs by wuhoOt mentioning ; and I am rather inclined to take 
notice of n, when 1 recollect the language which was held by 
nn honourable member of another houfe, when the office was 
aDolifhcd fonue years ago. 4 It has di<jd in ft ate, was difpofed 
of with funeral honours, and he hoped was configrted for ever 
to oblivion/ iiut now it is revived, and revived with its emo¬ 
luments and patronage by thofe very men who fuppbiced its 
abolition. VVbh.it does fuch conduct put it in tbe power of Mr. 
Tkdv/al! not to fay ? Will he not lay, that there is ho depen- 
dame to be placed in any man whatever, and that 'there ar# 
no proteilions ol patriot! fm, come from what quarter they will* 
in which the people are not liable, are not likely to be deceived. 

1 And, however, tlwt though mmdlei's have not paid much 
ictcnt.on to the luaireftions of the committee relative to the 

^ •» O 

.ibohtion of oid offices and boards, they have ftioli: fcrupuloufly 
complied with their ideas of the necedity of conftituting new 
In one initance, the Bodtrd of Naval Archi*e<fture 
over which general Bentham, :i gentleman I have tne honour 
*o know, prelided, they had adted iighe. I approve of tne in- 
i'.itutioiu all 1 with. is, that it may not be converted 
into finccures. The Tranfport Board, I conceive to b6 me¬ 
lds and uimcccflaiy, the former was proper and expedient. 
Ttaufporr* n lime of war arc certainly much wanted; and that 
want 1 expenenced very ieverely at the end* of the American 
war ; but was a homo the molt proper iniiitutVon to feeure a 
fufticient fbpply ? is there any perfoii in the houfe that does 
not know how little bufmefs is done by a board. One active 
mm, inch ;w Air. Atkinlon, if you would give him confidence 
and tunc, c mid do the whole of the bufmefs much better than 
:t boaid. I know the arguments in favour of boards, drawn 
horn the cneck which tha different individuals, of whicn they 
are cortipofrd, -may give to one another. But I have always 
yoh. IV 7 . jjyt*. 2 V been 
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been of option, that ohe man,. uitofer foeBoard ofTreafury, 

Voold trapfafit tH? bufinels wrifo much .greater, effoiSl, and with 
equal fecprity to the public. 7 jl mention thep^ard ofTreafury, 
feecaufoall the public .money ought to flow; dirc&iyfrom the 

S gafuiy^ and inftead of giving the firft lprd a ftaft, which is 
prefent badge V the office, I would givohjma jk^Me to cut 
every man’s fingers that (dated thruft his hand-in the public 
purfe. When 1 was in office, inftead of employing a Vidlu- 
alling. Board, I made all the con trails for meat, &e. by a con¬ 
fidential perfon under mvfelf. This 1 know might fubjeft me 
to an imputation of wiihing to embezzle the public money, 
but I was cpnfctous of being fupetior to fu.ch a wifh ; 1 defpi- 
fed the iofinuation, and I am certain the country gained by 
the mode of procedure which I adopted. As the attempt fuc- 
ceeded it palled without any obferyation, which if unfuccefs- 
ful, it, would have excited. Tt bad been a plan in agitation at 
one time'for government to have tranfports of its own, and to 
ufe the 40 gun foips for that purpofe. There mufi be incrc- 
djble inconveniences, and very confiderable lofs attending the 
h^finjaf of tranfports upon the fpur of the occafion, like the 
hiring of hackney coaches at a moment’s warning. You mull 
neccffarily pay an unreafonable price for them, becaufe you 
#0 limited in point of time, ; and after all, you put your troops 
entirely at the mercy of. a crew, whom you know nothing 
about, and vyho may.betray you before you are aware. It was 
the Fame as , in. other cafes, people werp bell ferved by their 
own ho.Tcs, and paid lets man for job horfes, and fo in many 
other traniadioiis in private life. By the abolition of this 
bdard, there would be a laving of 5000I. a year to the public, 
thpugh I can fcarccly bring myfelf to believe that the board 
can be intended as,permanent. I may be miftaken, however. 
Tne commiffiopcrsfeem to find themfelves quite at home, and 
‘ to have made'arrangements for their, continuance in office; 
they have got their houle keeper and domeftic eflabljfhment, 
anti would no doubt have their necetfary women,, and I dare 
to fay, would not be paiily didodged, unlcfs if fome trouble* 
fame man in this boufe Ihould infill on their being thrown out 
like fo many pieces of old ufelefs furniture. Every ferviee, 
however frivolous, might,thus.have a permanent eftablilhment. 
(Offices and falarie$ ; qjigbt be instituted,as ip Portugal after its 
congueft by the Spaniards, whereayery handfomc provifion 
T&Ioirred io a perfon for tranfmittiqg a fifo from Li&on to 
8rid for'the king’s table. But the time would fail me to 
reckon all the catalogue of abufes which h*ve been introduced 
andfap^foned by the pretent adminiftratian. 1 am tired with 
, / 1 ' . fotveying 
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furveying contents of the : red hook, that cfeed^i 

of corruption, which will foonbe nothing elfe thari a record df 
publiek eftabliihments. It would fuperftde every fpeciesbf! 
reading in the houfes of country gentlemen, and ufufcp the place 
of the good Old traces of the reign of king William. lt would, 
of itfelf form a Compendious library, and fathers wouldbe am-; 
bitious of teaching their children nothing elfe. And all tjhis hks 
taken place under the conduct of tw6 noble lords. Who came 
into office abetting the principle that the influence ofthecrbiy n 
had inercafed, was increafing, and ought to be diminiffidf^ 
The meafures of civil regulation Which have been lately.adopt-t 
ed, open a truly deplorable profpeft of our internal fituatipri.'. 
When the late famous bills were before parliament, I was in 
the country, partly on account of my health, and partly m the 
idea that my attendance would be of no avail, 'to counteract: the 
intentions of thofe who brought them forward; if I could fup- 
pofe th2t my exertions would be accompanied with anypublfo' 
advantage, no motive of health, amufemenr, of bufibefs, f^outd 
prevent me from applying my talents in that quarter where I 
could hope to do moil fignal fervice to my couhtry. ‘ - " 

“In the India Bill there was an immenfe patronage ac¬ 
cruing to the crown, rhafthreatened to overwhelm the con- 
flitution, and it almoft became a queftion, whether it would, 
not be true policy to abandon it altogether. Another Bill of 
moft deftrudtive tendency vve have reafon to dread will foon 
be brought before us, the principle of which is to £ftablfth a 
government police in die city of Weftminfter, and which, t 
am afraid, may foon be extended to the country. I think no 
police ought to be entertained but an ele&ive one, like that of 
the city of London, nor would there be wanting men who' 
would take a pride in difeharging the duties which the fitu- 
ation of a magiftrate required, in a much better manner than 
gentlemen from the profeflion of the law, at a great expence ; 
luch a perfon as Alderman Skinner, who had ruled the city . 
without violence, would much better preferve the' police than 
a penfioned dependent juftice. There is foil, however, ano¬ 
ther evil, which, from its magnitude, is great enough to {wal¬ 
low up all the reft, the unlimited credit upon the Bank, which 
has been voted to the minifter in a Bill repealing a falut&ry 
ftatute of William and Mary, reftri&ing tbe credit of govern¬ 
ment upon the Bank, afidwhich would have palled through, 
the Iloufc unnoticed, had it not been for the Vigilante,of"an 
honourable iriend of mine (rheftarl of Lauderdale) yVho lb talents 
and whofe virtue* do credit to the country from which' he 
copes. !■ mu ft bs’r not to be und"rftood in anv thine I fav 
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dn this fuhje&, to reflc<ft in the moft diftant degree upon the 
Ctmdu<£ of the Bank 5 on the,contrary, I admire it? and I 
how declare upon my honour, that I do not believe die Bank 
iflwes a Angle note, that it has not a reprefentative for in gold 
rarf&lver. As I have never been a governor of the Bank, 
I’tannot fpeak with certainty, nor can I even fpeak with the 
'degree of certainty that the governor’s wife could do, to 
whom her hufband (aid, “ Be quiet my dear, for no perfoa 
knows fo much, who has not palled the chair.” I fee the Bank, 
fo much under the influence of government driven to the ne- 
ceffity of flopping its advances, 1 can impute it to nothing 
but a. fear to go farther. But even this Ihewcd that every 
tiling muft have bounds. When people feel unconft rained 
they wilh to try how far thev can go, till at laft they come 
to the end of their tether. fn fuch a fituation as this alarm 
/fyfeads, and the moft ferious inconveniences arife. I have 
■ heard, that for a ten thoufand pound prize, a number of coal- 
heavers, the holders, were forced to give tocol. for difeount. 
I find too, that this miniftry, by whom the lottery was con- 
iidered a fund which was not to be continued, has made it in 
a manner a permanent article of revenue. By the repeal oi 
the ad alluded to, the Bank was at liberty to ftretch their 
.credit to government as far as it pleated, and the minifter, 
without confent of parliament, can have an ample refeurce 
upon occafion, within his reach. The Bank, on the prefcnt 
fyftem, may be converted into a citadel in the midft of Lon¬ 
don, and ftand in the place of parliament between the king 
and the nation. 

“ On the chapter of finances I fhall not now enter, as the 

S pers are too voluminous to go through at one fitting. 1 
all only fay that they open a more dreadful picture of the 
fjtuatiqn than it is pofiible alaioft for the human imagination 
to conceive. On this, however, I purpofely avoid enlarging 
a(t prefent, not wifhing to introduce any financial queftion 
under the conftitutional view of the queftion. Frightful as 
bankruptcy is, and grievous as our burdens may be, there 
was fiill feme hope, while our confiitution remained uuim- 
- paired: when it is invaded, ruin, irrcfiftible and irremediable, 
can only be our fate. The marquis concluded with moving- 
thq following refactions : 

* as we fee no effc&pal fleps taken to realise thefc mcafurcs of tc r om, 

; fqrwhkb jffie ptefent miniftera,. *t thei* entrance into office, flood flrongly \ kJgcd 
f«.fch.e public, or thofe earneftly recommended in the reports u^on the ub.e, oy 
bwrdVof comm flioners, both appointed by \ arttamtnt 
Ut J* is incumbent on this Houle lo inquire into the caofe of fo extraordinary 

an ©mifiwn, well •>. ... , 
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«< Whether any new officers have fiuce been created ? • 

*t Whether any old falarics have been increaicd on flight pretences. 
tt whether any falariea.hflve been granted lor fpecial purpofes, and conti] 

though the reaions for them have ceafed ? .. A . . .V 

«* whether any warrants for beneficial grants have been directed s Andy -®0 

th ‘‘" Whether the public expcnccs have inefeafed beyond the fuppliei annually 

granted bv parliament ? t ' ‘ ', . a . 

11 This, which would he a duty incumbent lipon parliament* t were the exiltmg 

wat ever to uec. fury, juft, and fncccfsful, is become moft argent and 
iildc, in a contclt at once bloody and expenfive beyond example, yithcmt 7Wi Or 
objed, except fuch objeds as the mlfcondu# of the war firlt created i attended 
w/th a wafts of monev, profufc almoft beyond imagination, which has already in¬ 
duced our trade to a dependaoce on,the very warfare, which is fundamentally 
deftrovin® it, and has fo exhaufteJ our rcfources, as to drive us to the wretefced 
expedient of reviving taxes, which were, a few years fince repealed upon the 
giound of thereby 4ncrealing the revenue—an effect which that repeal produUd, 
and a policy which muft therefore, on the return of peace, be again retorted to, 
. r..i wliich will, confequentlv, bring with it the neccflity of finding new taxes, if 
new and produ£tive taxe3 can be invented in our then exhaufted ftate, 

*• Jn a fituation fo alarming, and fo manifeilly tending to deftroy the con- 
fidenwe of the people hi pnil^a^nt, which (a? every refitting mall rauft have 
w*rh deep concern obferved) has for fome years psft been rapidly on the dedmej 
it behoves parliament, by a t mcly revival of its anoLne energy and integrity, 
tj convince the people, that dieir conftitutional guardians are awake to £he com- 
mo.. danger, and arc determined to come t irward with fuch firm meafures of pub- 
Ir order and reform, as will cfte&u.-’ly relieve the fubjeft, and remedy evils, 
wh ch, if ftHl filtered to accumulate, wdl be pail all remedy, and mull iatvit- 
•ffljr terminate in public ccmfuiioa ” 


Lord Grenville faid, he felt himfelf under connderable dif¬ 
ficulty and embarraffinent, on account of the noble Marquts’s 
argument and his motion being lo uiconfonant and oppofito 
in their nature, that they could not bpth be replied to in one 
fpeech. If he rightly underlined the noble Marquis's .mo¬ 
tion, it ftated many points upon which he imputed blame to 
miulftejs, and on which he called for inquiry; though the 
talk might be laborious to himfelf, and tedious to the Houfe, 
tie felt himfelr cabled upon to make feme reply upon thefir 
points. The motion altogether, he faid, was one of the 
moft extraordinary that had ever been brought before the 
Houfe. The noble Marquis had, in his fpeech, exprefsly 
laid, that he fbould not, on the prefent occafion, go into the . 
fubject of finance, and yet ihe motion expreisly ftates, 44 that 
the, war has a heady icdiiced our trade to a dependence on it- 
felf for fupport, ami has fo exhaufted our refources, as to drive 
us to revive taxes which had been repealed,” His lordfhip 
faid this was certainly alluding to our finances very materially* 
and put him to the neceffity of observing to their lordfhips, 
that it called upon them to undo every thing which they )Ld 
been doing during the laft three years, merely on the afiertion 
of the noble marquis, for which he ceitainly had not adduced 
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any proof,and which he would take upon him to fay, was not 
founded in faft, fince that our trade had been repeatedly (hewn 
to be in a more profperous and flourifhins fiate than it had ever 
be», fecftembered at any former period, during the continuance 
of j. i*:war. To the principal points, therefore, of the noble 
Marquis's fpeech he never could affent, and he muft pofitively 
dfeny that no fteps hadbeen taken to prodiice any of the reforms 
pointed out in the reports of the commiffioners of accounts. 
For his owfi part, he was not then in parliament, but he 
thought it but juftice toothers not tolet that afiertion pafs un¬ 
noticed. He muft likewifc remark, that though thofe different 
articles of reform might appear nec diary or expedient to the 
cbmnrtiflioners at that time, they might not apply to the cir- 
ttinjftances of the prefent or future times. Inftead of 
no -fteps being taken on thofe-reports by his Majeftv's minifters 
fince the year 1782, it muft be in the recolieftion of the 
Houle, that feveral Bills were brought in, and had become 
adls of the legiflature upon thofe reports ; why then was he 
and thbfe who a&ed -with him to be arraigned now for what 
Was omitted before they came into office ? Any noble h rd c.i* 
tainly had a right to come down to that Houfe, and make any 
fort of fpeech againft minifters that he thought proper, but he 
declared he never had been put upon his defence more unex- 
pe&edly than he was that day, nor did he overcome down lefs 
prepared for a motion like the prefent. 

He proceeded to the firft point argued by the noble Mar¬ 
quis * die confolidation of fome of the public offices of re¬ 
venue. Upon this fubjcdl he would, without going into mi¬ 
nute details of what number of places might be abolifhed, 
freely give his opinion, that if he wasconfulted upon the fub- 
je&, he would fay, that he thought the plan impracticable, 
from the large increafe of the revenue, and from all he could 
Jearn there was no fet of men who deferved more of public 
reward for their alacrity and zeal in doing the duty intrufted 
to them, than the gentlemen who held thole very places which 
the noble Marquis wifhed to be abolifhed. 

The next point was the army extraordinary, and he here 
muft remind the Houfe of Bills and regulations made in the 
pay-office, both by Mr, Burke and Colonel Bar re, when 
pav-mafters of the forres, which had afforded much falutnry 
reform in that department. T he next point was the myfte- 
rious and concealed manner of negotiating loans, and the lot¬ 
tery had been mentioned as one bad part of them. It ought, 
however, to be known, that this was the firft adminiftration 
that could fay the lottery fotmed no part of thefe loans, which 

had 
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had been in his mind tranfa&ed in the moft precife, diftfflja, 
and intelligible way that was poffible. It was next {aid, that ■ 
the unfunded debt ought to be afcertained, and that a clatife 
in an a£t of pailiametit required it. Formcriy the navy and 
ordnance unfunded debt ufed to lie over, but ftnce that a& it 
was not the cafe, and they had always been afcertained and 
laid upon the tabic of the Hyufe uf Commons within the 
year. 

The noble marquis had then, by infinuation and a long 
firing of ftrangc Hones, pointed out many abufes that he had 
heard” to have happened by the principals in patent office^ in, 
the cuftoms, having negle&ed or refufed to appoint deputies. 
When fuch neglects happened, he allured the noble marquis 
that the trcafury could, and would not fail to appoint deputies. 
With regard to patent offices, they were held by a legal ten¬ 
ure, and could not be taken from the holder without rcafon- , 
able compenfation, and to make the Satisfaction the pofieffiprs 
would have a right to expeCt, would be a much more conftder- 
able expence to the public, than letting the patentees prfferve 
their fuuation. Such of them as were to be aboiiftied, would 
be abolifhed as they became vacant, and their cxiftence now 
could not be reckoned as giving any influence to the prciibnt 
government, who did not create them. If they had renewed 
any that had become vacant, then a charge might be made 
againft them ; but, with as they had, he believed, only one ex¬ 
ception, expired, here ends ail that the noble marquis had ar¬ 
gued from the rejiorts on that point. On the principal points 
therefore, of the noble marquis’s charge, he had Hated, that, 
one of them was impracticable, and that tile others were al¬ 
ready effected. The principal objeCt of attention which 
minifters had taken up, was certainly the moll eflential one, 
namely, the fpecdv auditing of public accouhts after the debt 
was contracted ; the belt check agauilt all fraud, and What the 
prefent mini Iters had more credit for attending to, than any, 
that had gone before them. 

The next topic was one that he could not reply to without 
feeling warmly on the observations of the noble marquis. It 
had been laid by the noble marquis, that the naval events of 
the prelent war, had not been the moft prolperous. .Where 
did the noble marquis get his information? He begged 
leave to afk him, in what period of the hiftory of this 
country, in the reign of what king,* under the aufpices of 
what nuuifter or Jet of minifters, had the naval glory ojt Qreat 
Britain feared to a higher pitch, than in the prefent conteft ? 

Where 
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Where bad we not been crowned with fuccefs at fea ? In 

: whit part of the globe was the pride of the britifh flag 
humbled ? Was it in the.Mediterranean ? No; we theret 
bofefavereign fway. Was it in the channel? Certainly 
not* not a line of battle fitip of the enemy's dared to appear. 
Was h in the Eaft ? The lofs of every poffeffion our ene- 
ifiies held in that quarter, was a fufRcient. anfwer. If the 
tibhle marquis meant to aflert that thofc exploits by which our 
enemies were worded t whenever they dared engage, by which 
they were reduced to that iituation, that not one of their fri¬ 
gates could come out ol hat hour, without failing into our hands; 
if fuch events as thole were unprope.-ous, it w av that kind of 
ill fucccfs which he ever wilhed the navy of England to be 
diftinguifhed for. 

When the noble marquis mentioned crown lands, Lord 
Grenville declared, he ready had doubted where he wa*, or 
wh^t he heard ; if it was f.tid that no flcps had been taken on 
that point, after fo much had been lb ably done by the perfon 
to wfcofc management that iubjecl h.»d been entrufted. As 
to the new grants, none nad been made; nor could any be 
HTued by law. Excepting then the confolidation of the 
revenue boards, and tire arrangement refpeding a new coin- 
j^e, recommended in the reports, all the other objects had oc¬ 
cupied the attention of, and been decided upon, by parliament. 
On the fubject of barracks, *thc noble marquis had expatiated 
much on the dangerous tendency of acting from precedents, 
as by that means there was nothing fobad that it might not be 
juftified by precedent; it was lomewhat finguhr that the 
noble marquis arraigned almoft at the fameinftant, the fylfem 
of barracks as an innovation, and entirely without precedent. 
In an opinion which he had often hear,! repeated, by a great 
character in another place, (Mr. Fox) he agreed mod com¬ 
pletely, though they had not the fortune to agree in general 
politics; it was, that by the nature of the llritilh conllitution, 
it is a government of practice, not of theory; not framed hv 
a conftitucnt aflcmbly, or a national convention, hut a corifh- 
tution gradually improved by the wifdom of our anceftors, 
grown up to be a fabric, the envy and admiration of the world, 
and to be judged of folcly by its pratftice, and not by any fpe- 
culative or abftract theory. -With regard to barracks as an 
innovation, he would only ftatc front the lift on the table, that 
that by the old i'yftem there were barracks,for twenty thoufand 
men in time of peace, and by the new for fifteen thou (and 

only, 
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He wiflied the noble marquis bad'not laid that itfeemtfeftcb;; 
• be the fyftcni of the prefent reign to pay all their attention‘tfr- 
the army’; he wiflied he h.ul called it the fyfteori of* the prcfcnt 4 
government; and there was no fyftem on which they had 
more reafon to prid^ themfelves. It was curious tphearob- 
je&ions made to men of high rank and fortune being in the 
army. The noble lord h.id known of two perfons of that 
defeription applying for }<*ave to go on foreign fe^vice ; had Jic 
alked him, he could have t >ld him of fifty. It was the p,ri$e 
and glory of the times to ftep forward in a caufe i' which tbiBs* 
happinels and farfety cf all ranks in fociety were fo materially 
involved. And from the circumftance of che prefent ftate of 
the army, he could augur the beft fccurity for their condu£l$ 
that from the zeal with which young gentlemen went into the 
army, every other neccfHry education was neglected, he never 
would admit, indeed the noble marquis was himfelf an inftance 
of the contrary. In caily life he had been in the army, but , 
that had not prevented him from afllrtmg and protecting the 
liberties of his country from encroachment. The pbjed^of 
the army was not to check or deitroy the liberties uf the Coon- ’ 
try, 1 >ut to fupport ajuti, honourable, and neerfury war. The 
extran.dinaries of the a: mv had occupied the attention of the 

v * 

commute.* of 1782, and they hud dated that the unfunded.* 
debt ought to be aicertained when it could be done j but in 
time of war it often cannot; for inftance, in the article of pro- 
vilion ariJ ftores, it was impoiTible to form calculations, there¬ 
fore a fpecdy audit of accounts which the commiifioners had 
recommended, was the moil» flemial ftep that could have been 
taken. He entertained great refpe< 5 l tor the opinion of Mr* 
Hatfell, and held his talents and integrity in that degree of 
eftimation, to which he knew them to be well entitled, but he 
thought it was too much to urge a refoiution of a committee, 
and bring it as an argument to fuperfede an exifting a 61 of par¬ 
liament. 

With regard to the appointment of a third fecretary of ftate, 
the appointment of his noble friend had been attended with 
many circumftances of great public utility, and he had no • 
doubt that further advantages would coutinue to refult from 
it. 'The noble marquis, he was glad to find, had no objection 
to the appointment of general Bentham as prefident of the 
board of naval archite&ure. The traznport board had been the. 
fubjedt of much animadverfion, and the noble marquis hjld! 
afked whether fuch fervic *s could not be as well performed by 
individuals, as by boards ? In his opinion they could not, nor 
did he fee the application of the noble marquis's fimde, about 
Vol. IV. 1796. 2 Q* the 
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die (Economy of pur-chafing horfes, inftead of employing job 
horfes. Whether the tranlport board was to be continued in 
time of peace, he knew not; it certainly was efientially neccf- 
iaty in time of war. India he had always thought one of the 
great eft acquifitions of this country, and hoped the quetlion, 
of whether it-ought to be maintained or given up, would 
Htver be ftarted. He replied to what was faid on the police 
bill, which he thought had been fufficicntly difcufled at the time. 
Before it parted there was no effectual police in Weftminfter, 
and except the revenues of that city, were equal to ihofc of 
'London, the fame fort of police could not be introduced. With 
regard to the minifter having it in his power to defire the bank 
to advance any fum he wanted, no fuch thing cxifted, for 
the governor and directors had a difcrctionary power. As to the 
finances of the country being in a deplorable and alarming ftate, 
that, the noble marquis laid, might be the fubjodt of difeuilion 
on another day ; he would only therefore lay, that whenever 
that day came, he would exhibit a picture directly the reverfe 
of shat which the noble marquis had drawn. 

The Earl of Lauderdale laid, that after the general but com- 
prehenfive ftatement- of his noble friend, it would not be ne- 
cefikry tor him to lay much, and therefore what he had to 
Offer {hou’d chiefly be confined :o the obfervations ,of the noble 
, lord. The noble lord appeared in tome degree furprifed that 
bis noble friend did notenter into a fuller explanation than he 
bad done, of the reafons for bringing his motion before the 
Houfc. The noble lord fhould h ive recoliedtod the number 
of topics which his noble friend had introduced am! difcufled, 
and then he would alk him, whether it was necellary for his 
noble friend to fight thofe grounds over again, which he and 
his noble friend had to often contended about before. It was 
not necellary for his noble friend to enlarge upon any of the 
ctrcumftances of the war, nor was it ncccflary for him to 
dwell upon any particulars, as they had almoft ail been re¬ 
peatedly made the fubjedts of debate. The noble lord how¬ 
ever, was not content with making this charge againft his 
noble friend, for not entering upon the objects of his motion 
far enough, but he afterwards brought an accufation againft 
him by a perverf'e mode of rcafoning, for going too far, fince 
he dilapprovcd of referring to the refolution fo far back as 
«^8o, that the power of the crown had increafed, was increa- 
lllrijr, and ought to be diminiftied. The reafon why hjs noble 
friend went fo far back was to fhew that the adminiftration of 
that day, in which the refolution was palled, as well as the 
(ubfequent adminiftration, approved of that refolution, and 

fpeedily 
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fpeedily endeavoured to carry it into effe&, while the pfrffeilt 
adminiftration had not only abandoned it, but abfoleteiy 
againft that yvhich made it neceffary to renew it, and carry it 
into more effedt. The manner in which the former adminU 
ftrations adted upon that refolution, was by finking and an¬ 
nihilating the fuperfluous parts of the executive government; 
the manner in which the prefent adminiftration adted, was by 
creating new offices. The former reduced the board of trade 
and board of green cloth ; the latter appointed a tranfport 
board, and ere&ed barracks : and this was the caufe of his 
noble friend’s accufation. 

He propofed to take a review of the noble lord’s reply to that 
accufation, and in doing fo, he promifed to endeavour to avoid 
every fpecies of detail. The noble Lord firft called the atten¬ 
tion of the Houfe to the bufmefs of the pay office, and obferved 
that two adts had been pafled fubfequent to the eftablifhment 
of that office for regulating it. He admitted that, but^ftilt 
he begged leave to aft: whether there was not a variety of 
abufes which exifted in that office, and to which his rfbble 
friend had pointed, notwithftanding the regulation of thofe 
adts, and if his noble friend had overlooked thofe adts, he was 
guilty of no greater negledt than the colleagues of the noble 
lord himfelf. There was a particular claufe in one of thofe 
adts, by which it was enabled, that all money ifiued from the 
trealury to the pay-maftcr general Ihould be paid into the 
Bank of England on his account, yet in defiance cf this adt 
6oo,Oool. had been lately ifiued by the firft lord of t>ie 
trealury, to the pav-mafter of his majefty’s forces, and it was 
treated as a trivial overfight and mere incidental occurrence 
in the affutrs of office. 

The next ftatement of the noble lord was, that lottery 
tickets had not been given as a bonus lately to the contractor* 
for a loan. This alfo, he allowed was true, but ftill it made no 
contradiction between the declaration of the noble lord, and 
the declaration of his noble friend. His noble friend had not 
objected to the gilt of lottery tickets for a bonus as a modern 
pradiice; but to the contract for loans in general. The no¬ 
ble lord burft forth into a drain of animated panegyric upon 
the publicity of the late loans, the fecuricy of their payments, 
and the great advantages anting from the mode of contradt.~ 
Hedefired to know in what the publicity confided ? Did the 
noble lord allude to the public (hame ofdifpofing of it, in Juch 
a way as, to ufe a northern phrafe, had given the leafe of the 
money market to one man. In what did the fecurity confift l 
Were the people to whom he had given the bargain more fe~ 
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curc> andyitiorfc to be depended upon, than any others that 
would have offered for it if competition had been ufed ? And 
wbiit was the advantage ? Did the noble lord allude to the 
i^uandering away two millions of money, by the preference to 
!' ihc contractors which might otherwise have been faved ? 

’ He thought the noble lord could not defend the loans without 
libelling his colleagues in office, and that he ffiould in confe- 
<]uence have been Jcfs apt to hold them forth to public in- 
Ipeftion. 

Xhe noble lord next acknowlegcd the ftatemrntof the no¬ 
ble marquis to be true, that the commiflioners of accounts had 
blamed the practice of leaving a large unfunded debt unprovided 
for, and extenuated the prefent adminiftiation, by dating that a 
material change had taken place. How had this change taken 
place r excheq'.er bills had been iflued at five per cent, intereft, 
this year, and he wifhed to know how they could be fuffered to 
run to f;ich difer* dir, that twenty-five {hillings fhould have been 
given to di/count one for five days only. If a material change 
harttaken place, the Hotife ought to have heard Ids tremendous 
account^ than it had dune, and not to have been told that 
there were near J 2 ,coc,coo of navy debt floating in the mar- 
,kerfittce the 25 th of (aft December, and that extraordiiunes 
Were to be provided lor to the amount of two millions #01 the 
army, and four for the navy. Such ftatemenls required the 
affurance of h»m who Anted them. Could the Houfe chirk 
that when 2,8oc,ccol. of army extraordinarics were to he 
provided for, a very material change had taken place f 
He doubted not, that when the next year alfo came, there 
.would be 4,ooo,cooI. of navy debt again to be povided lor, 
and a fimilar charge for army extraordinaries ; and thcrefoie 
when the noble lord talked of a Ictinus change in thefe par¬ 
ticulars for the better, and afiertc -\ that the carcldihefs and ex¬ 
travagance of late, were not like tiu-fe of former venr', he 
feemed to be a little Inaccurate in his rccolieitxn. Toe re¬ 
port of the commiflioners recommended an increafe oi c 1 ic¬ 
ed i mates of fervices, to cJimin./h the charges for extraor¬ 
dinaries, and yet, in the laA three years only of the war, there 
was an amount exceeding thirty-one millions, when the 
who'ic of the American war amounted to no more than fifteen 
million'.. 

* K ; s noble friend in the courfe of his ftatements had called the 
attention of t:ie Houle to the new arid extraordinary inflitu- 
, tion of bairack*, which the noble lord denied, affirming that 
( they were erected upon precedent. 1 his mode of referring 
-to precedent, was fatal to the country, inafiiiuch as it tended 

to 
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to fubvert the ufi of it when the ufe extended too far. ; The 
barracks formerly {landing in the country were co.inmenfurate 
to the force kept up in it in the time of peace ; but the prefent 
extendon of them afforded a dreadful profpedt of our peace 
eilabli foment. He did not think the noble lord would in¬ 
tentionally make any millatcment to the Houfe, and there* ' 
fore he fuppofed he muft have erred in his account of the 
quantity of men, for whom b.uracks either were adfiually 
building, or were intended to be built, to the difference of 
9000 men ! l ac noble lord, however, as well as the whole 
of the pretent admmifbauon, did not appear to be afhamed to 
betray his ignenance ; tor tins was not the full time that tuch 
inllances had happened. The noble lord ll.ited the whole 
amount of men ior whom barracks weic ereeling, to be 
15,000. Couid it be imagined he would make tnat ftats- 
nie’nt to a Houle of paiiiatmmt for the pUrpofe of groisly de¬ 
ceiving them r Certainly not. And yet the papers laid upon 
the table, and figned by General De Lancy, who was de- 
fervcdly placed at the head of tt.e barrack department, and 
from wnofe fignature the Houfe had llrong reafon to believe 
the accounts authentic, had tinted them at 15?799? while 
another climate was laid upon the table for barracks to be* 
cu-cted to canton hor.,.:-, and 94.90 men. There was an ad¬ 
ditional extent, moreover, for the ifl inds of Guernfcy and 
(eilev, to t he number of 0C00 men; lb that the whole 
amount would be upwards of 31,000, .md excluding the iflands 
of Gucrnfev and jericy, fur Gre-t Britain alone, 24,000. 
He believed ne had given the h.^ls ftoin authentic documents. 
If too ltutemcui of t;.e nobic !o;d had exceeded the ffatement 
of the papers on the tabie, ha Humid then have entertained 
fume doubts of their authenticity, a-, there might then have 
been fubfequent extension ; but he pledged himfclf to the 
phrafe ufed bv the noble loid, which could not be done away. 
It was a furious nuttei for the Huufe to coniiuer that thefe 
barracks were not built I'olely for war, for the convenience 
of driving liorfes (as the noble lord had exprefled it) from the 
Land’s-cnJ, but fur the time of peace. He believed however, 
when peace returned, the good ll-nfe .of the nation would re¬ 
turn with it, and (corn to fuller litcli an iufringment on their 
liberties a,id conflitution ; indeed he fiiould have a contempt 
for the nation if it actually cl:d not make reliilance to it. Even 
if the barracks were not permanent, miniilers would be liable 
to another accufalion, almoll equally criminal, vifc. the. 
charge of throwing away the pubuc money • the reverfe of 
nicafures therefore would only change the lhape of accuiation. 

i He 
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He could hive faid much more upon this, if it had been 
the only fubje£t ? 'as it was a fubjedt of the utmoft importance, 
and had been enforced with more novelty of dodtrine than 
was ever before ufed to recommend it. He had heard that 
one of the arguments ufed for building barracks was, that it 
found neceflary to feparatc the foldicrs from the people, 
beeaufe the people were grown fo corrupted. He hoped 
never to hear fuch an argument again; whoever it might come 
from, or whoever might encourage fuch a dodrine, he was 
free to foriell that it would lead more eiledlually to the ruin 
of the country than any other dodrine. 

He next came to the confidcration.of the revival of the 
office of a third fecretary of ftate. The poffiffion of that 
office was given to a perion whofe fervices might be exprdted 
to be the moll beneficial to his country; but furely it could 
not have been given to him for his fupport of the prefent ad- 
mimftration, becaufe he had previously given that fupport 
independent of office. From the infmuation of the noble 
lord, ^contrary conclufion might have been deduced ; and he 
confeffed he had a little feeling for the noble perfen who poi- 
fcffi-d that office, that he believed fo far from defirine it, it 
‘mult have been difgufting to him, and nothing in his opinion 
but the public fcrvice could have induced him to accept it, 
alter it had been abolifhed by the dying ghoft of his departed 
friend. Tne noble lord, in juftification of the revival of this 
office, had faid, if two fecretaries of (late were found necef- 
fary for peace, it was but reafonable to imagine that three 
would be required for war. Now he wanted to know what 
multiplicity of bufinefs it was that demanded this additional 
application? What new victories we had gained, what new 
gazettes were publifhed, to fhew the utility of this revival. 
It happens, if the truth of the noble lord's axiom were eita- 
blifhed, that the pay office mult be neglected, as well as the 
concerns of that vaft territory, for whofe wealth we were to 
exchange our patronage, he alluded to India, fince the direc¬ 
tion of thole places were all undertaken by another Secretary 
of State, his honourable friend. So far the truth of the 
. axiom was a fecret, and it would have been well if the noble 
lord had given his folution, as it then Hood, by holding two 
offices, he had left his honourable friend under an accuUtioi* 
of incapacity for either. 

He ijo^xamc to that appointment which was faid to be at- 
tendeji^r the mod beneficial confequences, he meant the 'I ranf- 
porj^oard. He had formerly heard that the appointment of 
tb|^^oard was intended to be permanent, and fince mioifters 

fceined 
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feemed to cxprefs fomc doubt of its extinction, he believed^hat 
report as faithfully, as if a Bill for making it fo were a&ually 
upon the table. The noble lord had deduced his arguments 
for the necelfityof this Board, from the experience of thediffia 
culty of obtaining tranfports in 1782, but if he wifhed toefta- 
blifh this argument, he ought to have called upon the noble 
marquis, before, the appointment of the Board, as the firft 
evidence for that necefiity. Would the appointment of ten 
tranfport boards, however, be able to fupply the deficiency 
which the noble marquis had himfelf complained of ? Aflurediy 
not; and accordingly the noble marquis had himfelf recom* 
mended the only plan, which was the building and retaining 
of fo many tranfports in government lervice, as might be 
wanted upon any emergency. In rega:d ts) the benefits re- 
fuiting from the formation of the board, he deiired to know 
whether mi/riders could fhew that contracts had been cheaper, 
and if they were, how far the faving overbalanced the expence 
incurred by the falaries of 5000I. a year for the commiflioners* ^ 
befides the falaries of clerks, and other expenditures ? Jhfe de- 
fired to knowaifo, what itcoft for the hire of Ealt India ihips, 
as tranfports to the Welt Indies ? fince he had underftood that 
20!. per min had oiginally been given, that eighteen pence t 
man per day was eiven fur victualling, after the fhips put back 
fo long a time for Portfmoutn, arid that 40s per ton was given 
for tonnage, until their return to London, fo lint there was,'* 
in fact, a charge of double tonnage. He defired, therefore, 
to know whether there were ever before luch extravagant 
burdens ? If the tranfport board, however, were not at firft 
quite fo careful of expeucc aw might have been expected, the 
public were at Icaft aurhoiifcd to expeft difpatch. Yet what 
had been the cafe ? By depriving the ordnance office of pro*, 
viding their own tranipoitsas uiual, arid entrufting thatpro- 
vifion to the care of the new tranfport board, the public was 
deprived of thafe advantages which we had every reafon to 
hope and trail: would attend the fleet in failing. He pledged 
himlelf to prove this if the papers were given him which he 
fliouid move for next day. 

He fluted as a fail which he wifhed to be contradi&ed if it 
could, that the ordnance ftores were abfolutely delayed for 
want of tranfports to convey them, and he doubted not but th« 
letters of Admiral Chriltian, if they were not kept back, would 
prove it. If the board were u(Hc(s, therefore, in time of war, 
what the ufc of it in time of peace would be, he could not 
difeover. His noble friend had not brought forward his 
motion to Ilievv that he had"read the comniilfioners accompts, 

and 
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and utes converfdnt in them, but to awaken the Houfe to a 
feafe of its duty, and perfuade ic to look at the fails in con-* 
fequence. He did it to (hew, that, although rhecommiffioners 
of accompts had abolifhed the board <>f t:;ade and green cloth* 
th^.patronage of the crown in this country had extended. He 
4 id it to ftew that the office of third lecretarv, which was 
formerly abulifbed, is now again revived, and it the five com- 
miffioners of the board of trade were abolifhed, there were 
five commiffioners appointed to the trrcnfpcrt board, to keep 
the balance equal ; and if the boaid of rrcecn cloth was abo-' 
liffied, a board*' has been eftahliihwJ for the education of 
young men, and the afytom of old men turned out of office. 

When a right honourable friend of his introduced his cele¬ 
brated India bill, the prefent members of administration con¬ 
demned it on account of the amazing incrcafc of patronage 
that it would give, and ye: they had themfdves aflted upon the 
fame fyftem m a if ill more alprming and dangerous degree, 
75 officers had been newly created, with a falary at the rate of 
ycol. at year each, 4,500,000!. had been added to the burdens 
of the people, with an annual burden of 3,000,000:. of taxes, 

fo that near ten millions of money muft be annually ilra.ned 

#• * 

from the people to defray the exoibitancv of this ihoit war. 
The tuxes themfdves too become a lource of influence, and 
every fiefh but Jen is made a mere job for tne incrcafc of the 

revenue. 

An honourable friend of his (Mr. Grey}, who was aecuf- 
tomed to treat every iubjedt with pafpicuity, and a due know¬ 
ledge of hiftorv, had ohfetved, that the people were no longer 
to look for our boatlcd conibtution, as 111 theory or in books, 
the old fyftem \v.«? entirely dcilroyed, and a new one, but of 
Very different materials, created in its ftcv.d. To talk of Mag¬ 
na Owta was a faxce, and all the liberties from the time of 
King John were loft in the civil diftcntions of this country. 
The fyftem at the revolution was formed on a mild adinini- 
ftration, and the beft pra&ical government, and it has been 
vainly imagined, that from that period our conftitution has 
acquired (lability, when, however, in ten years time we have 
feen the burdens of the people doubled, it isahfurd to fay the 
government is ftable. The government talk^ of preferving 
the liberties of the people at a perio 1 when there is no liberty 
and when the domineering influence of the crown overawes 
and controulsevery thing. If any perfon doubts this* let him 
examine fails; but he concluded there was nor a man in the 
Houfe who would put his hand upon his bread, and declare 
upon his honour that he did not believe thefe wrongs had not 

an 
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an aflual exiftcnce; only the lefs were governed by their feat 
or their peccditv, and he would call circuthftances to fhew it. 
To ufe a familiar inftance, he afked noble lords, whether they 
had not fometimes found an ingenious mechanic, who-dependedf 
upon his induftry for his fuppoi 1, fubferibe to their opinions 
upon a piece of mechanifm, though at the fame time he muft 
have known that they knew lefs of it than he did. So he 
warned to know what the implicit confidence given to mini- 
fters was, but a refpett of :ne power <,t property. In the fame 
manner, a man of learning from the univerfitv will delicately 
hint a difference of fentiment, or tamely conftrrfi to the fenti- 
ments of his fuperior; and hence arofe that thin fpecies of 
attendance in both Houfes of Parliament, hence alfo arofe 
that apathy throughout the kingdom fo fimilar to the expreflion 
of Corneille upon Cardinal Richlieu. 

“ Tout le mende en parle vrai de ce cardinal, 

** Pour moi, je n ’en parle ricn, 9 

“ 11 m’a fait trop de bien, pour en parler mal— 

“ II a fait trop de mal, pour en parler bien.” 

Such reafoning and fuch want of attendance in both houfes 
of parliament, had induced his noble friend to make this mo¬ 
tion, which was defigned to court inquiry. If he carried it, it 
would be the firft pride of his life. It he did not, government 
might refill it and go on; minifters might thisk that year after 
year they fhould be enabled to proceed adding millions to mil¬ 
lions, and believe their fyftem to befecure, but it contained the 
principles of mortality within itfelf. He defired them, there¬ 
fore, toconfider that they flood upon the verge of that fyftem;. 
he defired them to confider what the nature of the taxes were 
which they had lately impofed, and that their refources were 
almofl exhaufted: he defired them to confider what the fitua- 
tion of the kingdom was, and what was their own fituation 
and exhorted them to have a regard for that fundamental rule 
of a&ion, and learn where to flop betimes. 

Lord Kinnoul in a ftiort fpeech, declared, that he confidered 
the war jaft and neceflary, for the prefervation of civil order, 
law a'ftd religion. He wi’fhed the noble lord to review our. 
unparalleled trade, before he declared our refources ex¬ 
haufted, and obferved, that if they were exhaufted, *we. 
Could- not make too great a facrifice. In reply to the noble 
marquis, concerning his obfervations on the army, he faid, 
if ever there was a time when the army was of confequence, 
it was at this moment, and the country had been greatly in¬ 
debted to the volunteer corps for the fuppreflion of tumults. 
Vol. IV. ijq6. 2 R 
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He begged pardon for intruding, but ftated that he merely 
rdfe to give his opinions, becaule he had not had an opportu¬ 
nity to do fo before this feffion. 

.Xord Auckland fpoke to the following effeiEl, 

. My Lords, 

■ 1 came to the houfe this day, difpofed and pot unprepared 
(as far as long pra£tice and experience upon fuch lubie&s, 
with the aid of ample materials and fome induftry, could pre- 
, pare me) to enter at large into the difeuffion of the expences 
the prefent war, and of the debts, revenues and refources of 
the kingdom. I certainly was not fingular in fuppofing that 
the mats of papers collected upon your table was meant for fuch 
a difeuffion. 

The noble marquis however, has thought proper to confine 
himfelf for the prefent, to obfervations rcfptiStmg the reduction 
of certain offices, the mode of paying the army, and the fim- 
plifyiog of loans, the abolition of patent places in the cuftems, 
the ijpw barracks, the appointment of a tranfport board, and 
a prefent of money fuppofed to have been made to the Dey of 
Algiers. 

I would not intentionally undervalue propofitions coming 
from fo high a quarter, and liable to be considered as fit ob¬ 
jects For the attention of parliament. But finely, my lords, 
when the points alluded to are compared with the extenfive 
interefts and the expectations of the day, I may be permitted, 
With all due refjfeCt to the noble mover, to borrow an expref- 
fion of his own, and to fay, that he has called upon us u to 
make a great account of finall matters.” 

Be this however as it may j J do not mean to enter into 
any of the particulars in queftion. Whether they are matters of 
' dharge, or of enquiry, and whatever may be their intrinfic va» 
^lae and importance, they have already been forcibly and fully 
’ anfwered by the noble lord who fpoke fccond in the debate. 

' 1 The noble marquis clofed his fpecch with a wifh, that all 
difcuflion of the finances, and of the genet al fituation of the 
kingdom, might be poftponed to a fubfequent day. 1 could 
have acceded to that intimation readily and without referve, if 
the noble marquis had confined his motion to the fame limits 
within which he confined his fpeech. 

"* But, my lords, there are expreffions in that motion by 
Which I feel myfelf irrefiflibly impelled to ftand forward, 'and 
to call for your moil ferious attention. 

It is propofed to us to declare: “ That our trade is reduced 
** fo a dependence on the very warfare which is fundamentally 
* f deftroying it, and has fo exhaulkd our refources as to drive 

“ u$ 
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«« us to the wretched expedient of reviving taxes which Were 
« a few years fince repealed, on the ground of thereby inv 
v creafing the revenue; an effe£l which that repeal produced, 
“ and a policy •which' mull therefore again be reforted to on 
« the return of peace; and which will confequently bring with 
“ it the necellity of finding new taxes, if new and produ&ive 
t{ taxes can be invented in our then exhaulled Hate. 

“ That in a fituation fo alarming, and fd manifeftly tending 
** to deftroy the confidence of the people in parliament,” ** it 
“ behoves parliament by a timely revival of its ancient energy 
“ and integrity, to convince the people, &c.” 

I will not quarrel, my lords, with the exborUtion„to “ a 
u timely revival of your ancient energy and integrity. The 
deep relpedt fo juftly felt' towards you by the whole Britifh 
empire places you in a point of view paramount to fuch in* 
finuations. I am only concerned that the noble marquis, pof- 
fefilng in fo eminent a degree all the powers of language, 
{hould have been hurried into the adoption of a phrafe, which, 
on better reflection, he mult difapprove. • 

But, my lords, I ftrongly and from piy heart objeCt to the 
other expreffiqns, as purporting to convey to the public (and 
that too without any proof or previous enquiry) a parliamentary 
declaration, grofsly injurious to oqrfelves, depreciating the 
national credit, dilheartening to the nation, and encouraging 
to our enemies. 1 feel it a facred duty incumbent on me to 
refill, as far as God has given me faculties to refill, the ten* 
dency and mifehiefoffuchanimpreflion. 

Under the influence fentiment, it lhall be my endea¬ 
vour to Hate our actual fituation to your lordlhips. It would 
not be my wtlh, even if I had powers to accomplilh it, to 
lead you into opinions more favourable than the truth will 
jufttfy; but I am llrongly defirous that our fituation (hould be 
leen as it really is j and I embrace, with earnellnefs, the pc* 
cafion of exhibi^ig it in a fair and full point of view.—In the 
difeharge of a duty fo important, 1 lhall abllain from details 
and minute calculations which might fatigue the attention. If 
the accuracy of my politions (hould be doubted, I lhall at any 
time be ready to repeat them, to explain them, and to pro¬ 
duce the documents on which they are grounded. 

^ lhall accordingly read to your lordmips one of the papers 
which I had prepared for the expeCted debate of this day*. 

* A Comparative view of certain Public Circumftances in the 
refpedive periods of 1783-4. and 1795-6. 

Pries the three ptr cent ConCal. Jin. 27, 1784 _ 

; May 2, 1796 — - .66/, 

»*» Puce. 
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** A comparative View of certain public Circumftanccs in the 
“reljw&ive Periods of 1783-4 and 1795-61** (ubmitting 

upon 

)Prloe India flock, —• Jan. 273 1784 mm 121/. 

Ditto May a, 1796 mm 109/, 


Total Value of Imports in 1783 — — 

Ditto in 17959 including Prise Goods to the 

Amount of 907,000/ 


13,315,000/. 
12,175,000/. 


Total Vtfkte of Exports In 17S3 
Ditto in 3795 



Value of Briti/h Manufa&uies exp >rted in 1785 
Ditto in 1795 


14,741,000/. 

27,270,00c/. 

30,409,000/. 

16,526,000/ 


Foreign produce exported in 1783 
Ditto in 1795 


4,332,000/. 

10,743,000/. 


Cotton Wool imported on the average of five vears to ' 7*3 

inchdive 7,cco,co*j!b*. 

Ditto to 1794 indufive — — — l8,ooc^ooibs. 


Value of Emidi merchandize exported to the Eaft Indies in , 7 »3 
Ditto m 1795 

Net revenues of the different Ltdements of India Company 

above the charges in — — 2783 


621,921/. 
2,229 444 ^ 


Notts* 


Ditto 


Amount of Baft India Company s Sales 1783 
Ditto 1795 

Britifh (hips entered inwanls, 2783 
Ditto 1795 


Britift fhipt cleared outwards 1783 
Ditto 1795 


* 795 t 2,ooo,ceo£ 

3,363,800'# 

7,718,265'. 

# 

Veflels. Tons. 
7690 812 960 

10174 1,262,568 

Veffels. Tons. 
7729 870,270 

10133 1,164,91® 


M 


Total 


AW Thiifum was dated at £, 2,600,000# It is now reduced «o confluence of 
^corredUd eftimatr 01 the net revenues and charges of the Precedencies of Forr 
William, Fort St George., and Bombay, for 2795-6, which was laid before the 
lieuft of Commons on the 6th of May. 
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upon each article fuch remarks as I conceive to be raartemli 
and mentioning the particulars diftin<%, fhat a note may 
taken of them if it fhould be wilhed. 


Total number of Alpa belonging to the Brit Ih 
empntin “ 

PlttO mm mm *794 




This 

VefTels. 

Tons, 

Mot* 

14,310 

**395*074 

108,96* 

16802 

2,^89,162 

**9**94 


Amount of permanent taxes on a three years avciage to the 5th 

of January, i "84 — — ~ “ 9 »$ 76 *Opo 4 

Amount of the nme taxes, after making all allowances for the in* 
termediate changes and arrangements of the revenue, on a three 
ytirs average to the 5th Jan. x 756 ■—• ~ 1X1381,000^ 


Navy debt outllanding and unprovided in December 1783 35,5x0,767/. 

Ditto, id May, 1796 — — — 2>3<*,ooo& 

Bank I’.ance , April 5th, 1783 — — — 11,279000/« 

Bankahim.es, Ma> 2d, 1796 — 11,132,000/. 

Of which lad fum provifion ha- a&ua 1 !) been made 
lor funding — —■ 5 030,000/. 

6 , 102 , 000 /. 


Amoant of outftanding debts and demands, and floating and un¬ 
funded debt, in January 1784 txduflve of two millions to Ame¬ 
rican fuflerers, the dcbentuies tor which ha\e fincc been dif- 

chaigcd) — —- — — 27,000,000/. 

Ditto, May 2d, 1796 — — — Avne. 

Sinking fund in 1783, - 

Ditto, May 2d, 1796 — — 2,400,000/. 


Amount of the revenue ( ncluding the land and malt) below the 
computed expenditure on a peace eftabhihment of 15 millions in 
1783 — — — — 2 , 000,0004 

Amount of revenue (including the hnd and malt) above the com¬ 
puted expcnuiturc on a fmilar peace eftabhihmuit, with the ad¬ 
dition of laireafld charges foi the debt incurred by the prefent 

war in 1795 ~ — 3400,000/. 

This 
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This fubje£t has been rendered in fome degree familiar not 
only to your lordfhips, but to the whole country, by the dif- 
ttrtft and numerous ttateoicnts of the public accounts, which 
(Turing the la ft ten jears, have been brought forward and 
printed, with a candour and liberality beyond all example in 
the hlftory of parliament. * 

I have fele&ed the year 1783, as having been the firft of 
the laft peace; and certainly 1 due no advantage in compar¬ 
ing with a firft year of peace the fourth year of an unfinished 
war. It is the epoch from winch the trade, revenue and re- 
fources of this country have riten, gradually and progreflively, 
to their prefent unparalleled heignt, without any interruption 
from, the circumftances, magnitude, ilirms, and ex pences of 
the prefent war a war, my lords, far more dangerous than 
that which we fuftaincd againft the united efforts of France, 


Spam, Holland and North America, a war in which our 
enemies are entirely exhauftrng their capital, and expending 
even the whole value of their foil; and to which they have fa- 
Crificyd their finance, commerce and population, in the vain 
hope of finding the means of our rum 

The firft article relates to the public funds. 


M The price of the •“hr*c per cent, confo^. 

January 27, 1**3, was — — — £ ^ 

Ditto, ad t 1 96, — — — *— _ 


Suchisthedifflrenceof the price offurrdeo' property, in favour 
of the prefent period, in a country defenbed by the motion to 
be reduced in trade, exhaufted in refources, without confi¬ 
dence in its government, and approaching to public confulion. 
In the firft period (of peace) the price was 55 , m the latter 
period (of war) the price is 66 In contemp'uting this dif¬ 
ference, we ftull derive additional fitisfa&ion from recollect¬ 
ing that it has arifen notwtthftamhng the pirffure refusing 
frpm an addition of at Icaft 110 millions, which have been 
funded fince the firft period, for difcharging the out-ftandmg 
debts of the laft war, and for providing for the expences of the 
prefent war. 

The next article to which I requeft your lordfhips attention, 
is the comparative price of India ftock 

“ The pr ce o r India ftotk, 

“ touary 27, 1784, was —. — — isil. 

“ Mav a, 1796, — — — — *09 

•4 

It is no contradiction to the coaclufion which I mean to 
r draw 
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draw from the difference of thofe prices, that the dividends of 
the company have been raifed fince the firfl: period. If the 
dividends had not refted on the folid ground of great and in- 
crcafing profperity, they would only have contributed, after* 
certain interval, to deprefs the ftock mflead of railing it. 

I proceed to the confederation of our imports and exports. 

« The total value of imports In 1783, — — j 3>3 2 Si 00 °L 

«* Ditt> in 1795 f including prize goodi to the amount of 907,000! ) 22,175,000!. 

I admit that the documents which purport to give valuations 
of our imports tmd exports are neceffanly imperfect, and par¬ 
ticularly fo with refpedt to the latter. Still however they are 
Jufiicient for the prefent objeCts of companfon, being drawn 
from the fame data equally applied to the different periods 
meant to be compared. Befides, it is well known that thd 
inaccuracy of thofe accounts, fo far as it prevails, confifts 
vbiefly in Hating the general bulk of articles below their real 
value The effect, therefoi e, of that inaccuracy, operating ham 
upon the larger quantities, tends to dimimfh, and not to fweH 
tie balance of the valuations which I am oppofing to each 
othei 

< 4 I inlcfcxprt, in 17? 3, • 14,741,000!* 

u Dt to in — — —• — 27,270,000!. 

I take the occafion to remark, that this great increafe in Our 
export tiade has been almoft regularly progreffive, from 1783, 
to the prtfuit year. But an ignorance o! that circumffance, in 
the m'nds of fome obfervers, led to ftrange conjectures, when 
the valuation of the laft year’s exports was made public. The 
fupply of cloathing and pro; ifions to our aimy was afiignedas 
having contributed to fwell the account; but thofe articles 
were lent in the king's tranfports, which take no clearances 
from the cuftom-houles; and confequently, whatever may' 
have been their * alue, it formed no part of the total before 
Hated. It was a notion < quully ill-founded, that bullion was 
included. As fur as I have been able toanalyfe the account, 
1 can venture to fay, that it is com poled of a proportionable 
increafe in the fcveral articles of produce, manufacture, and 
foreign merchandize, which ord.iiurily compote our export 
tiade. 

And here alfo I fhould remat k, that the real value of the 
Brittfh manufactures exported, in guieial greatly exceeds die 
valuation Hated ui the InfpeCtor-General’s accounts. 

Yqui lordfhipc will have obferved in the papers upon your 

table 
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exports rc Germaav rofe Uft year to the 
vikfrjp sight millions derling. This alone is *>#r$ug in- 
ftance of our increafing commerce. For though it mud 
happen, for obvious reafons, that in all wars our exports in* 
ctijufe. to countries in the neighbourhood of the. enemy, that 
ctrcnmftance will not account for the great rife in the exports 
to Germany : the rife is much more than equal to the average 
annual valuation of our whole export trade, in time of peace, 
to Holland, Flanders, and France collectively. 

I am next to fubmit to your lordfhips the mod important 
criterion of our commercial profperity; I mean the com¬ 
parative exports of Britiih manufactures, and alio of foreign 

_ .—.5 _ 

pTOuovC* 

«* Value of Britift manufaAures cxpoitcJ ia 1785 — 10,405,000!. 


m Ditto in 1795, . ■ 16,526,0001. 

Here then we find,_in the lad year (a period of war), com¬ 
pared with 1783 (a"period of peace), an mcreafe, to A t 
amount of fix millions Her ling, in the exports of Britifh ma¬ 
nufactures ; and this from a country dated, in the motion, to 
be exhausted in its relburces, and driven to “ wietched ex¬ 
pedients f” 


44 Foreign proJucr exported in 1783, —- 4,352,000!. 

44 Ditto in 1795, —— — 10,74500,1. 

Here alfo we fee an incrcafe to the amount of fix millions 
feeling. I admit that it may have rcfulted in part from Ac 
ruinot the commerce of our enemies, and from the pofleflions 
of which we have deprived them; but it is not Ae Ids an 
inftance of our comparative profperity. 

In the increale of our imports wc find a remarkable proof 

of Ae flourifliing date of a principjl manufacture ; 

* . 


** Cotton wool imported on il»e average of five }ears in 17 K 3 7 000 eoclH*# 

* Ditto » — in 1795 l^jOcCjOiolls 

And here it fhouid he obferved, that though our cottofi ma- 
jwfaCtures have made and are making fo rap d a progrefs, it 
appears by the mod fatisfactoiy evidence, both from the ini 
terior of Ae kingdom, and from the Cudom-houfe, that the 
woolen, iron, pottery and other principal uades, are greatly 
incosafed, for the purpofes both of home confunrprion and of 
exportation ; and that the filk manufactory, which it has been 
apprehended might be annihilated by its rival, the cotton, has 
not fallen oft’. 


Vf&'lt rav, CL\l exported w.ifc 
♦ * * 


6S j^ooolbs** 

Our 
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Our importation of thrown filk has in like mtene* Jttd a 
fmafl incite It* annual arto«i% after *jw# 

tity etmoftW* te «ft the average rtf fh« iaCMhfe fbKttvb&Qt 
o ooolfrs * if 

^ I'proceed to another article of com pari fon' which 1 bring 
forward* With peculiar fatisfa&ion, as conntfting- the jprc£ 
nerity and indraft of our manufa&ures, with the prosperity 
and incteifc of thole immenfe pofleffions in the call, to Wbtfch 
every day is adding fome new fecurity and fomfe.new ii4 
permanent exteniion. 

>< Value of Bcitilh merchandize exported to the Eait Indie* in 1783, 6ai,9±lL 
«« Ditto in >795, —— —“ *»** 9 * 444 I * 

I am led by the fubjeA laft mentioned to ftate, in the j nCKt 
place, the net revenues of the Eaft India Company above the 
charges. 



fore parliament, the accurate ftatement of which is fully efh~ ' 
blifl«ed by the experience of fcveral years } 

,< The net revenue, of the different futlcmcnts of the Eaft India 

Company amounted in 1795 to about — 2 ,oro,orcl. 

« The amount of fates for laft India Companj’a gooth for 1783, wu 3,363 Poof.- 
«Ditto for 1795, — — 7,718 *6ji. 

I muft now, my lords, requeft your attention to the prof- 
pci ous ftatements of our navigation, which I have to lay be* 
fot e you. 

« Total numoer of British ftiipi which entoed inwiids at the ports of Great 


Biiuiii, #r cleared outward*.** ** * 

INWARDS. OUTWARDS* v 

ViRtlu T ns. Vtjjcis. *lcnu 

17 H . - 7^90— 811,960 7,709—— 870,070 

1795,—— 10,174---i a6z,s68 1^133—1,164,910. » 

Though the increafc in the number of Britilh fhips is here 
fo large, yet it will occur to all who hear me, that it would, 
have been frill larger, if the circumftances of the war had not 
requited a considerable proportion of merchant fhips t»' be : 
employed in the tranfport fervice, and compelled us, to a 
certain extent, to make a temporary ufe of foreign bottoms. 

The progreffive increafe of our mercantile ftnppmg, may 
be more clearly (hewn by the accounts which have been kept 
under the Regifter Aft, Deft known by the name of the lioblft 

Voi» IV. 1796 . 2 S Jor4* 


» 
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I<$dty|fe 0 introduced it. Astbal aft was notin foil effoft til! 
not y«mr*3?£q, 1 cannot carry the comparison to an t&rtier 
pepind,^ But here.let it he remarked,; that in *?%* we wcrc 
Indifeatably in a ftatc of high profperity and of peace; and 
nee that period, if we extend ourviews*o the whole of 
Srinih empire, we (hall find that our increafe, both in 
Hupping and tonnage, has been in the proportion of about 
fixteen to fourteen. 

u Total number of \eflels belonging to the Britiih empire. 

- yijjch* Ttnu Mtn. 

* Wfy ■ —». 14,310* —— 1,195,0ttHflftl 

u 1794-w . 16,80a— — > -i,$89,16 *- . ■■■ ■ 119,194 

* 

I now come to a general comparative ftatement of our 
finances at the refpeftive periods in question, beginning with 
the amount of the permanent taxes: 

•* Amount of permanent Uxea on a three yean average to 5th 
January 1784 • — 

** of the fluttt taxrs, after making aPowancet, at far as 

iah be calculated, for &e intermediate changes and arrange* 
of the revenue; and alf» by taxes imputed ix 1784, 

*17^5, 1.786, end 1789; a. well as for the profit gained bv the 
ooniMid-iticm of the eufloms and cx'-.fc duties a on a three 
.years average to the 5th January 1796, •■■■ ■■ 


9,876,000!. 


■■■ ■ ■ ■ ta.jSi^toyl. 

Exhibiting, amidft the failure of refources, and the difartrpus 
< 5 rcumftances aferibed to us by the motion on the table, an 
increafe of nearly one fourth m the aftual produce of the 
identical taxes of 17931 to many of which the weight of new 
imports has fince been added. 

Tile next ohjeft is the amount of the unfunded debt. 

** tfsvy debt ontilanding and unprovided in December 1783 13,310,767 

(If taken In December 178"?, when the noble marquis was 
at the head of the Treafury, it was 14,207,414!.) 

Kavy debt outftandlng and ucpdovided on ad May 1796, only 2,300,060!. 

being little more than the floating navy debt in 1701, a period 
of acknowledged pralperity and profound peace. 1 would not 
be underrtood here to conceal that there exlfled in laft De¬ 
cember a navy debt to the amount of near 11 ,ooo,0ool. which 
Was not funded ; but, for a large proportion of it, taxes had 
- even then been provided. The recent difeharge of a part of 
* "*Vbt for the purpofc of facilitating public credit, is at 
a proof of our refources, and of the wifdom and energy 
have diftinguifhed parliament in ail the exigencies of 
:fpnt war. 

' The 
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Tie next account vsihrch I ihaU mention to you* Mi tti m * 

«a,k* *M-*f •** Bm; "Imiwv W «■>»».*■* )*»•**• 

idea of fwMuganM bjonraardiaiT MucfetaMl a wM»r 
out foundation; < ' “ * 

April *M7*3» - ^ M *' 

Do. ti*y&A,'t’}gG, - - ! 

Of which itoft fiiaifttJtffioa h« a&utlly been unde * ^ 

for feeding - - $,030,0001, 

■ . ■< <— 6 »X 024 QOeta 

A further firiking contrail of public circumftances in the 
periods compared will be ieen in the following ftatement: 

Amount of outflanking demand* and floating and unfunded 

debt to Jan. 1784. (exclusive of two million* to American , 

fufferers, the debenture* for which have been annually 

paying off, and will tins year bf aiLhurged within . > k * 


So,oool.) - - * 

I have no fum to place in oppofition to this amount df 
twenfy-ftven millions fterling. JjLftimating the debts a&u^lly. 
outftanding, and throwing into the oppofite fcaie the wfiofe 
fupphes for which taxes are already found, 1 may ftatc ma t 
certainly there is no out-fhmding balance of debt unprovided 
for at this day; fueh and fo efficient have been the measures 
adopted and purfued for preventing an accumulation of ui^ 
funded debt ( If, indeed, the eiHmate were extended to Janu¬ 
ary 1797, the conjecture would be utterly uncertain. 
refult muft depend upon the extent of the nary debt, and eft 
the extraordinaries of the army to be incurred in'the courfe of 
the pretent year*, and it is poffibk that the outftanding debt 
might then amount to fix or feven millions. 

Adverting to the finking fund I have nothing to ftate under 
that head in 1783. There did not then exift the means of ft 
finking fund. On the contrary, there was a deficiency of 
revenue, to the amount of at lead 2,ooo,oool. below the 
peace eftabliflwnenf, fuppofing it to have amounted to fifteen 
millions. 


r 

The amount of permanent taxes for the year 17831 wa* 


intor perm: 
>r a funher 1 


Ailowfd for a funher e&imatcd produce of the taxea impoled 
in i£8a end 1783, - - 

Landed malt. 


Wanti 

dial 


fent. 


the fuppojfld amount of the jk%n 


a Si 


e 

- 10,194,000!^ 

«J 4 | 9 « 4 *, 

a.JSCbPO* 

tv* 

Very < 
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* Very,different is the ftatement for the 2d May, 1756.1 At 
■lht» 4 »y‘ibe finking fund is above 2,400*000!. (without 
■#■ taking credit for aoo,oooh annually voted in addition. ) j 

And I am prepared to (hew, whenever a proper occafion 
m WB^anife, that, exclufive of fo large a Jinking fund,-which is 
oo&nurly augmenting itfelf, there is, by the actual *ftabli(hcd 
taxes, even under the abfurd fuppofttion that they wd! not be 
f.x more produ&ive in peace than they arc in war, fuch a balance 
- of revenue as, together with the aid to be expedled from the 
»- Eaft-India participation and the lottery, will furnifh one mil- 
; lion annually, beyond the peace eflablilhment above ft 3 tcd of 
• " 15,600,000!. over and above the intereft: for the additional 
a debt incurred by the preterit war. 

itfhould be objected that the future peace eflabliflimcnt 
1 would neceflarily exceed the fuppofed amount; dill the fur- 
»v plus which I have dated would be applicable to it, in the whole 
, or in part, without 3 ny interruption to the progrefs making 
in the diicharge of the debt. 

- lam aware that the neceflity of an enlarged peace eflabjifh- 
jne^t may arile; but on the other hand the favourable con¬ 
tingencies of peace may be cxpedlcd to give a proportionable 
.. increafe of revenue. In a word, my lords, if my computation 
. : isaccurate, there will remain a furpluS of 1,000,occ). (beyond 
. : the finding fund and its growing produce,) over and above all 
charges, applicable to fuch fervices as our pofition on the return 
;, -of peace tmy make expedient. 

With rdpect to the linking fund, your lordfhips will recol- 
leci that the annual million, let apart in 1786, is to be inviol- 
v' ably applied to the reduction of the debt, till the accumulation, 
with other acceffions and expiring annuities, (hall amount to 
4000,000!. ay ear, from which period there will revert annu- 
S2 ally to the difpofal of parliament, taxes equal to the intereft of 
whatever part of the national debt may be rcpurchafed by the 
application of four millions a year. Your lordfhips are farther 
, aware that the other branch of the (inking fund was eftablifhed 
in 1792 ; in confequence of which, an addition of one per 
cent, of the capital is now provided, for the gradual difeharge 
of every new debt created. In other words, a moft felutary 
i'yftem has been introduced, by which the increafe of revenue 
is. required to he greater than the charge of intereft to be paid 
for new loans; and that increafe, at the rate of the loans made 
in the prefent war, has amounted to about one*iixth of the 
, whole charge. Thus it is that 750,0001. a year, of the taxes 
Voted in this war are applicable not to the expence of the war, 

1 butto the reduction of the new debt incurted; ; which ^vill 
41 * * . difeharge 
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difcharge the whole of that new r debt (eft imat'iog./djlf rate of 
money at four per cent.) within a period of fony«hne |sars, 
when a farther difpolable income of 4*500,000!. ayche-will 

revert to the public, ; ' ' r ‘- 

• About nineteen millions of capital are now redeemed by the 
operation of the finking fund fet apart 1111786. Six millions 
more will be redeemed in about three years, and the five per 
cents will then be redeemable. The reduction already made 
is more than three times as great as the. whole reduction* that 
.was effected in the period of peace between 1763, and 1775. 
(And that redudlion is exclufive of the expence of the Spftmlh 
armament in 1790, to the amount of 1,830,000!. which has 
been defrayed by a feparate provifion.) It is an important 
yefult of this fyftem, that the whole of the perpetual annuities 
are in effect converted into annuities for terms of years, vary¬ 
ing as to the courfc of redemption from fifty-fourto thirty-nine 
years ; and it is found in the prpgrefs ot this operation, that 
the daily and increafing paymenrs for the capital redeemed, 
have the moll beneficial effects in money tranfa&ioas add upon 
public credit. * l< 

1 abftain from entering into a confederation of the expences 
occauoncd by this war comparatively with former wars, or of 
the producUvenefs of the taxes, 01 of their tendency to bear 
more or iefs heavily on the bulk of the people. I (hall be ready 
to difeufs thefe fubje&s at a proper time: not, however, as an 
advocate for war : the noble marquis cannot fee the incon¬ 
veniences and difficulties of fo extenfive a war as the prefent, 
with mare concern than i do. But 1 fee alfo the neteffiiy of 
that war ; and therefore I derive great caniblation from the 
fcnfe and conviction which 1 entertain of our ability to fupport 
k. And furely it is moil important not only to appreciate 
fairly our own ilrengih and resources, but to Ihew that we 
may look, forward with a well-founded confidence to tbe far- 
ther ufe of that ftrength and of thofe refources, if the perverle¬ 
nds of the enemy (hould make it expedient for us to employ 
them. 

I (hall clofe this comparative account by a (hiking and im¬ 
portant ltatement. 

a Amount of revenue (including the land and malt) below the com* 

’ }< puted expenditure on a peace efhblilhment of 15 millions 17S3, 1,000^0001 
€t Ditto above the computed expenditure on a firnilar peace eP a- * ‘‘ r * 

if feHihmefct, with the addition of increased charges for the debt 
incurred 4 »y the prelent war 174;5, 

If tfe compare the extefs of 2796 (3,400,00?!.) with the dcfict^cT of iySj 
(ljtbOjObol*) theditfciencc' of revenue in fivout bf the latte/ period will be 


Your 
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Your lor cannot fail to have remarked, that all thefe 
objofts converge in a remarkable manner towardsthevfame 
conclulion :; the coincidence i* an irrefragable proof t^at the/ 
alt fpring from the fame fource, the real profperity of the conn* 
try. r If there is any inaccuracy in my ftatements, I amper- 
ittadbsl it is inconiiderable, and certainly it is not intentional. - 
-si.Faas, fuch as thefe, my lords, greatly outweigh all the 
^clamations that the genius and eloquence of mankind can 
produce. I (hall leave them therefore without comment^ 
they fufSciently enforce thcmfelves. They are unequivocal 
ppoo& of the refources of the kingdom ; no man can look 
with: an unprejudiced eye at fuch ftatements, and not per- 
ceivethat this country has increafed in profperity even under 

thCipreffure of the war. __ • 

To what, under the protc£lion and favour of Divine Provi- 
^enqe, ftiall fucb profperiiy be sferibed ? To our naval fupe- 
riority and fuccefles ; to our conquefts in the taft and Wcft- 
Indies ; to the acquifition of new markets ; to the enterprifing 
fpirit of our merchants ; to the improvements of our manu-i 
fttSurcf; to the energy of our countrymen in arts and in 
atrasM to the union of liberty with Jaw 5 to the national cha¬ 
rger cherifbed by, and churl filing, the principles of our in¬ 
imitable conftitution ; tliat conftitution, which it has been tha 
of our enemies to dell toy, by means and efforts utterly 
deftru£Uve to thenffelves; that conftitution which it is the 
great purpofe of our llruggies, in this juft and ncccflary war 

to prejkrvc and to maintain. 

Mari of Moira faid, that having looked to the papers 
onthetable which had made a ferious itnpreffion on his mind, he , 
wa$>nQt aiittle furprized on hearing the flourifbing ft a cement of 
the rtfources, trade, and comnierce of the country, that had 
beernmade by a noble, lord. Though he fhould certainly’give 
bis fupport to tha motion for an inquiry brought forward by, 
the noble marquis, hewifhed the finance part of the queftiort* 
which he thought extremely important, was then before theit 
Jordfhips, but whenever it came, he pledged himfelf to enter; 
into, it, and Jatteredr.himfelf that he fbould be able to preftnt 
them with a very different picture upon the fubje&, and to prove 
that the noble lord’s ftatement was erroneous and inaccurate. 
He was one of thofe elder brothers alluded to by the noble mar¬ 
quis* who looking forward to great profelfions, were drawn by' 
the drum, iu early life from the multiplication table. Henwer 
tbelfife thought the refource# ofthe country cquaUyjnteretted 
thejeldier and the citizen j therefore though he ,mi|ht jifque 
thjrtiuiculc of noble lords* in recurring to his maltrphca^;,. 
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table to, prove, by fair ftatemerits, incontrovertible fad&iof 
the mi fappli cation of public money* h-he would undertake «I*P 
talk. Could noble lords tnke upon them focontraft the clofe 
pf the American war and the prcfent.time; and infer from' 
thence that the ftate of the country now was more ftoUrifhtng 
than it was then ? Since that period, many heavy taxes* and 
taxes grievous to be born, had been laid on; nor were they y&id 
without difficulty and difeoutent; be!ide$,the firft'period was. 
at the end of a very expeniive wai of eight years, and die prfe- 
fent was only in the foui th year of a war, which he would inw 
deed allow was expenfive ; yet he ftul did not think the cotfi- 
parifon fair. Or would it be contended minifters then viola¬ 
ted the privileges of the conftitution mors ? Surely not*., they 
could not; and this he would engage to prove by cohtraftihg 
the two periods together. He fhuuld not then go into the ne- 
cefiary details, but hoped the noble marquis would mention 1 an 
early day for inquiry; he wiflied it very early, before noble 
lords left town, he did not mean for election purpofes but'for 
their pleafure, that there might be a full attendance to gfve the 
fubjedt all the difeuffion it demanded. On that day. Were it 
day named, he would come forward and ihew, by ftatetnehtl, 
that could not be denied, that there was a flagrant mtfappltCa- 
tion of the money of the publick, and an open violation of the, 
principles of the conflitution. . ..“V: - 

Earl Spencer did not mean to detain noble lords at that late 
hour by any length of argument; he rofe merely to advert tip a* 
few points which had been unfairly prefled by the noble mar¬ 
quis. The noble marquis confldcred the creation of the tran- 
fport board merely as an additional expence, and no advan¬ 
tage to the public; he took the liberty, however, to differ 
widely from him on that fubje.lt. By having a department 
the time and attention of which was entirely engaged rathe 
tranfport bufinefs, it was more likely that it fhould be well'- 
conducted, than without any feparats office of that kind. 
Nor was this merely matter of opinion : the good efFedls of 
their exertions had been experienced, and much was to be ex¬ 
pected from their future operations. It was true that the de¬ 
partment had been augmented; it confided originally of three 
commiflioners and in truth on the bufinefs of the tranfports, it 
confifted of no more at prefent. It had been thought advis¬ 
able to relieve the Sick and Hurt Board from the careofthe 
prifoners pf war, and two additional commiflioners, hud been' 
placed at the Board of tranfports forthat- particular fbr.- 
vice. /This addition however reprobated had its ufe»5-rputcii 
«ij$dijtion and difpatch in bufinefs had been acquired to tfie 
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«hoa*w«usjneafijrc^. re fartccf to, an 3 ,«|rffe4 into cffe«, 

«be means oyhat a^ifjtlhqaJ board; tfie public"ferir^Jfctdb „ 

■ jj&rt,.ha<l,<feriyed mpfi clTenttal''^aftft^’. 

„ _,.; pojnf fc wlfhed particularly tacallth? 
ileto, was the ftate of the transport's, which* though 
Ih^ble marquis thought much more expensive now than in .,; 
the America!* .war, was not the cafe. The noble ’marquis * 

cutties which he foupd himfeff with tefpep to “ 
trapfports,jiiid it was undoubtedly of the utmoft Conference - 
thaf ^e leryice ftiould be regularly performed. In the begin- 
nittgaf jtjwp American war, tranfports were had at the charge of 
lOsa^tqn, and the expence towards the clofr amounted to 13s. ‘ 
a ton, together, with a premium to the owners, at the expence 
of government,, In the prefer it war, tranfports never exceeded 
13^ 2 tpu> and from the arrangements made could not be fo 
’ 'ive as formerly to government. 

Wgain for tne £aft India (hips he owned had been at 
a 0tpubv but their IprdOiips would confider the nature of 
trade; that they were taken from a moft lucrative com-. 

Their fmgle 
ha ! a claufe' 

for dduble demurage, it vvjs almoft i mpoftiHe it would ever be 
tog' paid. It was only in calc of their being employed in a' 
fECqhft Service after the hi ft was completed, which certainly' * 
wc^uild nbt happen. As to the Tranfport Board, ’it.might be 
found expedient, ?n time of peace, to difebarge the office, or 
it tmttbt appear ad vile able to rctair) them from their fer vices. 



nuffifa ipu,taken oh the fpur of the moment, 
demurage war u n doubted! y high, and though they 



w<wS,b'ean afiual.peace dlablilhment of foity thoufand rneni 
JDwiV fvbow that, there would be a peace cftabkfhmeht of ” 
forty, thousand men, bccaufe it was found expedient to have 
barracks,for twenty-thoufand additional troops ir, time of war?; 



0 bc thing more that he wifhed to (peak to. The accept- 1 
an££of the office of third fepretary of ft ate by a noble du^e^ 
hisfriejKk had been animadverted on as contrary to th,c , 
pf %jj{eMure which, he had himfclf fypported, ij^cbutd,' 

for that noble duke as well as h«f, . 

f^uSJBujccs in their opinion demanded, that gdi 

fbooid 
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ihouid be ftrcnuoufly fupported, they bad came forward, they 
had given them their fupport without being in office ; and 
be ami red the noble earl, that neither the noble duke ndrdbd 
(elf had been pur chafed by a place j the fweets of aAte 
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den which he only confented to bear, becailfe it Wis thought 
necei&ry that the noble perfons with Whom it Wig m$ 
pride to a< 3 , could render more ferviee by accepting the fitu- 
ations to which his majefty was pleafed to call them. For 
himfelf, he never was either eager or covetous of Office. 

The Earl of Lauderdale f.ud, that in aferibing to him the in- 
fin uati on of either the noble duke or the noble earl having beta 
purchafed by a place, the noble earl had ftrained the line of 
his argument. He had afierted that the noble duke had not 

S he it inconfiilent with his delicacy to accept of an office 
it had been a memorable meafure of his life to affift in 


abolifhing as ufelcfs. As to the noble earl’s claim to fuperior 
independence, which he delighted fb much to fel up, it would 
at leaft be mode It to wait until the charge of eagernefs for officer 
was urged agamft him. He fuppofed the nObleearl was mtfcn 
like other men in refpedt to the love of a place. He had 
acted with the noble earl; he pretended for his own part to no 
more diftnteteftednefs than fell to the ihare of common fleffii 
and blood •, but certainly it had fo happened, that at one pfe- * 
riod of theit lives when they a£ted together, the noble ear} 
who affc&cd fuch difregarJ for office, had taken care to be (A 
a place when he (Lord L.) never had even afpired t*> a public 
fituation. He entreated the noble call then to poftpone htS 
profeffions of peculiar and fuperior difintereftednefs until he 
fhould be accufcd of the contrary difpofitjon. 

Eat/Spencer faid, be made no claim of fuperior difintetef- 
tednefs. ' • i 


Lord Hawhjbury declared, he defired only to lay jt few 
words, and did not mean to trouble their Iordlhips ?t that time 
of the night with any length of difeuffion. He wilhed merely 
call their attention to the unfuirnd's of a noble earl (Lord 
Lauderdale), who argued that the national fpirit was debafed, 
becaufe the people freely admitted the burdens, which neccffanly 
were owing to a juft and unavoidable war. He was induced 
to draw an inference diametrically oppofite—if tne people w 1-’ 
hngly agreed to the meafures of government in the mainte- < 
nance of the war, the natural fair infeiencc was, that they 
were convinced of its juftice and neceffity, and in comequence 
determined to fupport it’ with vigour and alacrity. He was 
awarq that his noble friend the noble fccretary had col data it* 
Vox.., IV. 1796. ? T * 1 grated 
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ccratfcd when fe ftated that our finals were flourifhingamj 

Lr rfcferm*#lpe*htffift^. He wifled for ^ . inquH-^^l 

wthyih Bdftmfe he was convinced that he could eftabluhy by 
^rjb^nen'ts, tft*t tfre noble fremity Was hc^muftaWeiv tn 
hlsajfertip'fts of the flare of the nation In any refptift whatfo- 
l^-^hecaufe the peppk would fee by the inquiry flat ted 

and true circumflaficcs. ., ! 

5 ?ht lord CbartctHor fai'd, that a condua pot vtrf cofnffltm 
bad been purfued that day. The noble maiqiiis had called tot 
A number of papers, and after a very long fpcech, he [*>d 
ithbufiht propet to found any resolution upon them ; out ftau 
■moveda proportion almoft totally unfupported, and even ttri- 

icOnn*£led with the papers on the table. ... , , ,, . 

... Jit Marquis cf lafdnvv f.m>, it would feve the noble and 
•learned lord fonie time to flu w him his error in the outlet, 
vffehad made a pofnWe proportion upon the reports of the 
fConpmiffioners of the public accounts, and be had avoided en- 
;-*feripg upon the flate cf finances, meaning that should be the 

.fabit'Ct of one day’s difKn& difeuffion. 

fi Lord Cbanciilsr proceeded to analyze and comment oft 
.the motion, femence/by fen ten ce and part by part. He fa«d 
■M was true the noble marquis had put his obfcrvatiom on the 
>ifepratS of the cotnroiflioners of public accounts into the mape 
of* wopofition, ftating that mcafurcs had nor been taken to 
i-tftabwh thofe reforms which they,had recommended; could 
o*be, noble ma.quis, however, expert that tins propofit.cn 
Alouldbe entertained ? Very coniiderable progrds had un- 
. doubted}? been made to carry into efic& the reforms they- had 
fiifeeefted. Their objects were, a reform of the public offices^- 
;* reform in the manner of keeping the public accounts, and prfr- 
•itkularly of checking the cXtraordinanes. A TecommetidaTu-r'. 
to come to feme mote certain plan and fpcedy courfe of audlt- 
Jb^ the public acconntS—and a ler.nncndauon to lcfivti the 
• number of ufclefs and inconvenient office*.. Thefe were tht 
. feadine obiedts in the reports of the commiflioners, and would 

. jany nun poffefled of an ^diuary flare of information, venture 
: 40 afiert, flat a}l thefe had been negkfled ? Was it uotmit- 
ter of notoriety that the army pay office had been reformed . » 
bad the navy office. A general fvftem of improvement had 
, been introduced into the manner of keeping the public ac¬ 
counts. io as to infore a more correft and fpeedy auditj and 
'[ in the ineafure* for forcing the public acComptamstO 
i diti a very confiderable fum of money that was PWlhg and tt- 
inaifted in the hands of different accountants and fub-accotm- 
t»pu*S, had heeos acquired by tfie public. He itflen 
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Other fop.*? 9*11 -upon them *fj that ndtfliajafi 
been done upon fhtefe reports, Tb c n$itt & theOn* f 

fofd*$ inoucm. wai |>ut in the fEape of ititerix)^tor^ 

<her any hew had been created ? • tiiit ill To 

ftaguc a way;, that it indicated a defire rathpVtd raifc ty^ciom 
iban to giy$ information. Why not ftate , if 

inflUnccs there wcje; and not pufc it ififche (hape ofayigvre 
furniife? With refpccl to the extraordmines, tpimficr* 
done no mote than purfued the cftabli&ed practice of tjlfr'lsift 
fifty vears and of which theiealoufy pf parliament %4 nev 
found region to complain. The part of the propofitiqiV-’whi 
afiWtcd that our commerce depended upon the warfare 
threatened it with ruin, he epuid not comprehend.' He dH 
mot know any part of our trade, which owed its temporary 
fuccefs to the war, except perhaps our trad£ in cotton,' the 
circumftances of Europe having brought it all tn England.?' 4 * 
to our trade in general, it was eafy to prov'eY that its-fircoib 
was in no way counted with the war* Of our woolle%trade 
. he could fpealc in particular. During the average of thtf threej 
years of war, it had been carried to an cxceG abovdthe&M£ 
average of three years during the beft period of peace that Jtbis 
countr) had ever known. Take the of ctjrrefponduig 

periods, and look at the fiatc of our revenue. ; *He meant to 
look at the produce of the fame identical taxe^' at different £fc- 
/iods. The noble lord on the crofs lunch, (Lord AucklartH) 
bad (hewn that in ht> companion, the faft year'was mdre 
ijouriifliing than the yc^r 1 783. After this were the houfe to 
b* called upon to (ay that the rcfomces were exhsuited, the 
trade depending upon the vva*, and the CQn/idence of the peo~ 
pip in the energy and integritv of parliament dirniniflitd. Did 
their lordllvps fed that their cucr^v was weakened, their interci¬ 
ty blemtlhvd; or that t .cy pofLfkd in a fmallcr degree thfecon- 
Jidenco of the people L Or w uilJ they fay that the rcfdurccs 
of the nation were exhaulled, iuli when an incident had oc- 
curreatlut would give fplemlour to our finances in theeye&of 
svery part of Europe, he meant the unprecedented mcalure of 
providing for the unfunded debt* in the midft of an expenfive 
: .ioftead of leaving it, as it had always been left, to.be 
funded, at the peace. Lord Lauderdale having two oi.th^ee 
4tt*es laid b'car^ btar , during this latter pait of the noble siiid 
leamed lordV fpeech, he (aid, he fpokc to be heard j t'ftc nbble 
.ea^nugl^jpfy-icar, h$ 4 r x though he did pot donfidervit'as.'the 
decorous‘way of giving aqe ntton. He wa* o^tdd much 
3CCU#orocd as the noble earl to attend in fogietics, where it was 
ih« j*ra&ice to cheer a (pealeer, (the E»rl q( Carlifle cried 
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b**r,) and he wifhrd that hi? noble friends wouk^abftaiHirpm 
£*wi In the pleafurable way of appjaufc. .' ,. - - „ , .•*.* 

*'‘ , ffi>iEar/of Lauderdale allured the nofale and learnedT^cd, 
'that it Was far from his defign to interrupt him. . Jt woul4.be 
’Very bad tafte, for a perfon to much in Ac habit of (peaking as 
%e was, to introduce a practice that might be fo fuccefsfulW 
■'"exerted againft himfelf. The phrafe of bear, bear , theyafl 
Tcnew was a parliamentary mode of expreffing either appro¬ 
bation or difapprobation, and he had recurred to it merely fo 
idiraw the attention of noble lords to the expreflions which he 
Thought particularly deferviitg of their notice. The noble 
J’aitd learned lord fald, that he was not in the habit of attend¬ 
ing aflembjies where it was the practice to cheer a fpealcer 
v With’applau(e. He fhould have (aid that he was not lately in 
The habit, for furely the time had beeji, when the noble and 
learned lord took particular delight in the applaufe of popular 
’s&oiblies. Of all men breathing he ought to be the Jail to 
"affd& diflike at this fort of luxury* he who had fed, and even 
‘Wkflowed in it with delight. The noble and learned lord 
Vbuld not forget his appearance and exploits at the York 
"meeting and elfewhere. A man who had through his political 
fife purfued a broad, ftraitforward, and direct road, would 
wdom^perhaps have occafion to recur to his memory. HW 
rneafurts being uniform, and his courfe Itn.plc, he would ppt 
lie Called upon often to advert to particular period* * but he 
"Who had travelled a crooked, winding, devious path, ought at 
leafttobe furnifhed with an accurate recollection. itwajs 
ie nioft Inconvenient and awkward thing in the world for 
ich‘ a man to have a treacherous memory. It betrayed him 
inifo embarrassments, from which his wit could not always 
rdcue him. 

7 ht Lord Chancellor replied, that he fhould reft fatisfied in 
fhe confcioufneft that his life had been a very public one i that 
jt{$ condud therefore was very generally known to the world. 
Jfe bad endeavoured tp fulfil his duty, and his memory had 
never given any diftufbance to his conscience. That fej\k of 
duty which had actuated him through life, did not di&ate to 
him the neceffity of taking any other notice of (he observation 
pt the noble earl. , - j ' t '*. 

“ 7 be Maryuis tf Lanfdoxvn ,, in reply to the argument* that 
* ‘»een ufed, laid, that he had takeo the courfc on.thi* day 
ij he had purfued, in the firm conviCtion that, uojefs them 
jftip, did manfully refift the torrent of expencc, influence 
kbufe which pe rvaded every part of thepublic fervice, it.wowhi 
iffjpofllble for the country soavmthcbofrpfs pf htnkn 
^ ' ruptcy. 
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Wptcy. We hid not changed his fcntimcnts oa accoqnnpf 
any thing'he had heard that night, ^either from xhe-noble 
fee re tat ry of ftate, from whom he differed in mpftofhifi Ctau» 
ments, from the noble and learned lord on the woqt|4cif, ? f r 
from any noble lord. He had aflerted that hardly a'iy .thiitg 
had been done to carry into effeCfc the reforms proppf <J 
eommiffioners, and that accordingly the public accounts w^jre 
in the tame ftate of inexplicable confufton, myftery and a^ufe 
as ever; by which every fpecies of extravagance, pr ever^tpf 
corruption, might be praftifed without the probability of de¬ 
tection ; and by which the nation was daily finking d< eper and 
deeper in debt and burthens. He had drawn t)»p attention*# 
their lordfhips to the taCt'; he had fhewn the monftrojs. latitude 
which mimlters rook in the fhameful p’a£hce of extraordv 
naries, of navy debt, and of votes of credit, by which fuch 
enormous fum* were expended without eftimutc, and without 
the control of pirliament, and under which any pofibl| cor¬ 
ruption could be concealed, and fet at defiance the fciutinyatpl 
tbe correction of their lordfhips. In his opinion tbw 
niterdls, even their permanent in ten fts as land-owners, ipac.- 
pendent of their duty as lcgiftators, called upon them tp 
check this evil, and he was convinced that integrity would be 
then mod political, as well as their moft honourable virtue. 
In this view he had moved for the papt rs j and with this view 
he fttll preiTcd, and entreated their loidlhtps individually fo ex¬ 
amine them ; and he pledged hniifdf that afterwards no ope 
■lord would feel inclined to fay upon his honour that the fub* 
je£i was not moft Icnoully alarming. The noble and learnt^ 
lord aflicdif no reforms had taken place ? He knew as wtU 
as the noble and learned lord jjfche reforms in the pay offices ; 
men were not apt io forget tnmrown merit, and he had takea 
part in the pay-office reform Bill. With regard to the tranfi. 
port board, 300I. a year ad ntional falary was formerly allowed ty 
the commifnuners of the navy for taking care of the rranfport 
fervtce, and that 300I. he underftood they fttll kept now that the 
bufinefs was in other hands. A noble earl v lord Spencer '1 had fa id, 
that there were three enmmiflioners fir ft appointed forfupenn- 
tending the tranfport fcrvice, and two others afterwards for 
prifoners. Why the three former could not manage the bpii- 
*efs of the two Jattei he Could not di(cover, nor was he'cmv* 
vinced of the great efficacy of either. He was accufiet} 
of rtot having brought inftaners of the new places which'faao, 
btert -created, and pf dating his charges vaguely. He naa^ 
{Worded the ungracious courfe of individious detail,, but n, 
ppuld hive enumjrated a hoft of new places, the names of 

which. 
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vtfii'efc, t*vin, wfic never khottrn before 1 ;- fiith i^furveyfcsriH 
of all kinds of places, of Somerfet'hoefe, of the. Guards, of 
Windfor, & c. a printer of ‘ the Hue and Cry, Sec . &c. Ha 
^neflior.cd whether it was kgal to create new patent places.; 
perhaps the time might come When a parliament might mv* 
peach <i chancellor for putting the great feal to them. He was 
afraid, however, that nothing which he could fay would rouf» 
them to take a deoifivt part upon the occafion. He dcfparred 
of an enquiry being made with vigour ; but at any rate it was 
fit that the public fhould know the ft ate in which we were, 
Rnd th 4 blind, dark coorfe in which we were hurrying to ruin. 

noble and Uatined lord faid, he could not fee how our trade 
g?as for the time connected with the war. It was, however; 
exrt-emrly. Ample. The war had affetfed the manufactures of 
Rltnoft every part of Europe. France, Poljnd, almoft aH 
Germany and Holland had ceafcd for the time to manufa&ure 
and tijade, and for the time being we bad enprofled the com. 
fierce of the whole ; even France was cloathed by England. 
But by the war,, at the fame time, the price of manufacture 
apd the burdens on commerce would be made fo enormous a§ 
to be fatal to its exiftercc. The noble lord on the crofs-bcnch 
had' read a paper of comparative itatements, to fnew, our 
prefent opulence. Why did he not Hate the fum we ha i paid 
iaft year for difeounts on exchequer paper, as a part of our 
vprofperity ? The th : ng was unprecedented. Wc had paid 
# 5 , 0001 . for difeounts only in 1705. He laid he had avoided 
going into the finance that day, becaufe a gentleman in ano- 
. ther place, who would one iLy contribute to their rr-ftoration, 
1 Was 'to take up the bufuicfs; and becr.ufc a ndl le carl, his 
frici.d, was to bring it before djfcr lordft j s. When he did fo, 
though he might not be able prifcnr, his eilorts would 

vhave his.mcft hrirty cuncurrence. 

■; ; TliJ Earl tf Lauder fait rofe once more to give notice, that 
fie would on I uefday next call their lordfhips* attention to t|»c 
Hate of the finance.*, and bring forward certain refobuions 
grounded on te papers on the tabic ; at which time hefliould 
'animadvert on the fiatetnents read by a noble lord, in which 
'he had faid that reckoning cur future peace eflablHhme*rtjat 
* t5icoo,ocol. there Would be a fur pi us of 3,600,000!, ilfInfill 
|jie. He would pledge himlell to prove that fiofftr was 
roin being fhe cafe, a Very dark and gloomy deficiency 
d be found. With fcfped to our - peace tefttfWffliinent 
trg at I5>cco,oocl. he referred their lordlbips to the reports 
of the con 1 injures of the Houfc of Commons in 1786 and 
1791, on that iubjeiTt, and coiild only lay that the committee 

of 
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of 179 r, had givfcn us the hopes of its being 

16,900,000!. and that experience had fbewn the late peace 
eftaWifh merit to have been t6*8oo,oool. For his Own part 
he was afraid it would never be lef<> but on the contrary mu^jjt 
nipre. AU-this, however, he would leave for the proper time. 
The rfoufe then divided, 

Contents 
Proxtet 

Non-Contents 
Prtxtes 


Major sty 

The Ear l if LauLrdale moved that the lords be fummaned 
to attend on Tueld iy 

‘/A* Ear! of Gm Idfoi d gave notice, that on Monday next 
he would bung foiward a tn >tioxi upon the flate of tbo 
nation, and alfo moved that the Houfe be fummoned, 

Adourned at half pad twvjvc o’clock. t 

tfOTJ$£ OF COMMONS. 

N 

Moscow, May 2. 

A writ ordered to be iflucd lor the ele&ion of a mem¬ 
ber tor the borough of Northampton, in thjrooirt of Charles 
lorJ Compton, 1 icely called up to the Ho tie of Peers. 

Piwnhrokers, Solt office, Sharrmg irn-lofure, and Ellefmcre 
canal bills were read a third time and palled. 

lonpon Minna. 

The London Militia bill was icad a third time and 
paflcd. 

ALIEN BILL. 

The Attornn General movtd for leave to bring in a Bill for 
d continuance lor a time to be limited of the 33d of George 
Hi. rclpechng aliens —Leave givtn. 

MILITIA. 

The Salic' tor General moved for leave to bring in a Bill, to 
explain and amend chapters 8th and9 f h of the 33d of G urge 
III. rofpcifuig the providing of fubttitutes to firve in the rat* 
htia —Granted. 

The reports of the committee of fupply, and of Ac com¬ 
mittee of ways and moans, were received, the resolutions load 

and 
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and agreed to, apd Bills ordered to be brought in purfuam to 
the Ume. * 

' 1 ' LONGtTCDE. 

, $ir Philip St event brought up the report bf the Committee; 1 
by* which 5000I. were voted to be employed for rhe encourage-' 
njeht of thofe who fhall make improvements in finding the 
longitude. The refolution was read, agreed to, and a Bill 
wot ordered to bi brought in in purfuancoof it. 

GAME LAWS. 

Mr. Curuien rofc to call the attention of gentlemen to the 
fubjedl of the game laws. Though they rejected what he 
brought brfuie them in another flupe, he hoped they would 
baste no objection to the motion he was then about to make. 
He meant merely to repeal the obnoxious parts of the three 
a &t he had alluded to on a former nighr, namely, the 8th of 
George I. the 26th of George II. and the fecond of George 
IH. He had before ftated the grievances refuJting from theft; 
ails, and ihould not then prefs the matter faither than by moving 
for leave to bring in a Bill to repeal them. 

Sir*21.!chard Sutton defired to explain what he (aid on a 
former day relative to poachers. He meant that Icvcrity 
ihould be directed only again!! night poachers. He was one 
of the laft perfens in this country who would profccute the 
lower clafs of the people for purfuing game fometimes. He 
was alfo entirely agmift prohibiting farmers the fport of fol¬ 
lowing game wccahonally, Specially if they had any thing like 
2 decent fubfiftancc to live upon. He thought it would bo 
improper to profecute fuch perfons for killing game, even 
though they ihould not be qualified to do fo by law ; but with' 
regard to any meafure, as perhaps this now propofed would be, 
tending to favour poachers, he was entirely againil and Ihould 
oppofe it: poachers were a clafs of perfons much tooinfolent 
already. 

Mr. Jelliffe laid he had heard of no complaint brought by 
any body of men again!! the game laws as they at prefent lrood ; 
be therefore did-not fee upon what grounds they Ihould be re¬ 
pealed. He hoped the motion would be deferred till its pro¬ 
priety end neceffity were more maturely examined, and more 
dearly afeertained. 

Mr. Burton faid there was no greater enemy to the gam* 
laws than hioifelf-: but he did not wiih that the iubjt£l flioujd 
be brought forward at prefent. * " 

* ’y *Phe Solicitor General objected to the motion. After a good 
deal of caafidemien of that fubjedi, he. declared b« 

* " •* i ‘. .Si 
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opinion that the game laws, as,they Apod, were better forthis 
Coun^y^^ir^.than^poMp*, any thing that cguld be adapted 
ioftead of th^w- -;.'He had, he .f«d» fofm.ed fafc^mg likPfte. 
fame pinion of thejqailt iaws^aJthough he fcncfV ttwt bbtff 
had; been rtqjrdbated $ perhaps, however, for svaht oi due 
confideration. , ... ' V.' 

Mr. Curwen fai j a few words in reply j a’ftet ’which' ft’i? 
queftion was put and negatived. 

COLONEL CAWTHORNEi.. T ‘ 

Gittirat Smith having moved the 'order ■ of the day for the 
confideration of the proceedings qf tfrc-couM martial ow.Joha 
Fenton Cawthorne, Efq. movedi That the proceedings of 
the'court martial, that had tried and (raffed fentence orrjohn 
“ Fenton Cawthorne, F-ftj-. a copy of which was- now rgr thc 
K table of the Hdufc, be now read.* 5 They bring read faccott-i 
dingly, • ' **'* ? -J: . / -'e 

The Speaker informed Colonel Cawthorne, that if be had: 
any thing to offer in his juftification, it wtte now the afbmCnt 
to undertake if. Upon-which, --l v—.vli 

Cdsncl CauAhoi tie rofe arid from a Written paper thus atfref? 
fed the fpcaker: 

“ ijir, tinder the diftrefsful perturbation in which 1 rife-in 
tins mod. aweful moment of my Hfe, I am too fenfibie of ebe 
candour and humanity of the Hnufe to think itnrcefiary for me 
formally to implore fot mytelf, that indulgence which k wiU 
always, in itsjuftice, (hew to every one of its members* when 
called upon tojuftify or excafc himfclf. Proud arid happy, fir, 
as I have hitherto been, irithe enjoyment ofafent vrirhintbefe 
walls, no confideration whstfoever would have induced moito 
conic hither to-day, had I not received thecommands of,the 
Houle to attend here in my place. I would not, fir, haveqsii* 
ted the confinement 1 had impofed upori xityffclf y #$ a proof of 
my profound lubmiffion to the judgment or a court martial, 
compofed of honourable men, although I wiS’at th* fame time 
convinced that they had been fo far fruftratril in their retearch 
for truth, by the intricacy and confufion in which it was in* 
veloped, as to prevent my being able to convince them, tbardn 
jSitidftances in which I rtf ay have deviated from the rigid ; $oe 
fef military Order, I erred rather from defedfc of judgment, 
Which I do not ftand up to juftifyy or From the fallibility isf 
ihexb^rieftdd, of which. I wAs httt then -fttiMM; ^bbO'tfemoiBjo* 
fcniinl£ 1 never afted with-an ihteat jewtxKusjjliueiaay 

ftfady ! dt upon any fraudulent or corrupt motive ^aribevef* 
■bdl venture to aifert, that no legal proof hag beet), or, I trull, 
V«*. IV. 1796. 2 0 can 
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be before the Houle, of my havipga&cd frudu** 

hrntk pc^riiptly. And finely, fir, though, there can.be no 
do.,bf b^t^atthc court marti.it have proc.eded, with the pa- 
tilF intention, and wfith the niofi undeniable, defire of making'' 
a^uprijghc judgment, they may in a cafe fa complicated arid* 
f<? volurnin jus as that upon your table* have beer* deceived.—* 
Might not irregularity have been miftakert for fraud, and the. 
receipt of money not at any given time wholly expended, for 
nufapplication, corruption, and embezzlement? In reality 
they were, <b,,for in every inftanoe m which ihe terms of fraud, 
mifapplcation, corruption, and embezzlement, are annexed to 
the opinions of the court martial, without politive evidence to 
fuppprt them, were T even to admit that the fatfts of irregularity 
complained of, and of money not expended at certain given 
times have been proved, I will venture to alien that the infer¬ 
ences drawn therefrom of fraud, tnifapplicarion, corruption, 
and embezzlement, are etroneous. I truft therefore that the 
Houle will not lock upon me in the light of having fo lucldenly 
dcviaSfd from the cbaradler, which previous to my being thus 
charged, I truft flood unimpeached. May I not be juftified 
in alledging, that the profecutor could not affix to any act of 
mine the. appellation of any fp'-dhc offence-, bircaufe after 
having fearcheJ through die mutiny a£t, in order to find the 
name of an offence wnich he could give to any dung I had 
done or omitted, he wa« under a neceAiry of preffing into his 
charges out of the articles of war, the words, ‘‘in a (camiaious 
and. infamous manner, unb-.conrfing the character of an office; 
ana a gentleman.” Sir, being again become a private mem¬ 
ber of c *vil Society, 1 am ioo /cnfible of the rclpe&abiiity of 
thofe noblemen, and gentlemen win* fat as my judges, arid of 
the importance ofcourts.m.iriia! in genera! to the public faftiy* 
to harbour a thought, or ro utter a •vord that ccuid have the 
remot.ft tendency towards fluking tnc gci.er-1 eftimatunt, m 
whi'-h I hope and truft they wiil ever be held ;>v ail ranks of 
people, as a highly honourable, and jndifpcniibiy neceillirv 
tribunal. Butj. hope,, nevertheless, that the whole influence 
of military law wifi be entirely confuted to military offences, 
and limited to military, tribunals ; tor, fir-, I cannot omitob- 
lerving, that lately I was called npo.ii before a court martial, 
not only to anfwcr for my. cundu& ; a$ a colonel of a regiment,, 
but to be refpon&ble for acts dpiteby nie as deputy lieutenant* 
and jfo changed ap|^tiJtde amenable to* tmlii*iy. tribjinwl fot 
offices pf e t ckit^^wre ? aUiipugh, J hadiintcred MVmaU&d.. 

i * • ."»■ '/.H 1 , i. • i r i 
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^ To day I am called upon before the Hogfeof Commoifsto 
attend in mfpfai^» u to anfwer for a£h donVby me as a colbnel 
dfiaregime*^ *n&tthi* -charged and made amenable In this, 
high civil tribunal, for offences of a military nature. But, 
fpom a/conftfioufneft of never having aded .from corrupt 1 
motives) and' a confidence in the unprejudiced inveftigation. 
of tbi» honourable Houfc, if is the anxious with of my heart to„ 
be tried by you co-ff-cmabiv to (die ufuvil eoiirfe of ybiir pfp-^ 
ceedings in ali cafes of tri<d, having no doubt that Under the 
f:\rutiny of your awful inquiry, I fhould receive a dettfmniatitoh* 
that would heal my wounded-character, and re-efUfefiQi my 4 
moral and focial reputation. I am fufc, fir, tr.e Houle .of Com**; 
mmis will never con/ider ftfclf as a (upplemcnury court; for” 
thepurpofe ol receiving jind regiftenng (fiefenter.ee of courts ’ 
martial for the government of their psoceedin-s upon one of 
it* own meujHus, nor deem it confii+ent with its dignity ai*l ' 
juftice, to fee with their ryes, and to hear ’with their ears, the 
competency of evidence received by virtue of military Jaws.-*** ) 
Nor wrii tnis Houle, ( humbly apprehend, confrder the prdrtfed-'; 
inps of a court martial as a fuffictcntly legal proof lor 1 ftiem 11 
to decide up m the guile or innocence o' one of jt?* member#;' 
Preluming, therefore, that the Hoviftr only calls uprm fhe' to*' 
efface the unprefiioo -of trv.vf* cpi’hers* \% hu:h‘ tend to fix a*- 
ftignw on my moral ch;.r;£W, and to Ihcw, that through v 
the various charges, tftc language of the firtc'.cs rjf war 
before mentio »ed, <I.>es not necdlanlv attach on mv conduit. 

* 4 1 btg ie.‘\e to call the anemio »of the Houfc to the main 
criminating point c4 the firfi and feermd charge*; whichcharge 
me, whatever moral guilt is allrdgcd to be included in* them, 
with thcrerm fraud. Str, I preftime, from the evidence, that 
the fraud meant to have been proved, was fuppofed to have ' 
been proved, was < fleeted by concealing from different prrifbns * 
the ter-ns in winch a cor.trr-ef made with them was conceived, ' 
and which contract was figned by them. To that print I, " 
confine my defence ? but .1 the complexion of the cafe is either 
to cltabhih or rcfUte a< y intention in me to commit a fraud, ' 
when i lit it drew for the whole of the marching guineas, ir 
mutt fureiy weigh with the Houfc to find that J paid every 1 
guinea mdaoily to every man at that time in ' the regiment j 
that ! offered to return the remainder to the receiver-general, 1 ' 
who refuted to accept it;'thatlon'g before th^.exfei^itiotrof - r% 
any strides a gain it me, a goimf voucher puffed*for : 

pcndnuieof the whole of that fum, whi’ch;' in iWis jtx**' * 
pendifid^Uif which the captains gave vfcuiHcirs;'^^ * 

have [worn they would i^bavffgiven, itiat" 

ifcK-.f' »Ui . ,v • the ; ; 
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the whole futn had been expended j arid that this is not a cafe 
where it itSpveil pretended that the fuppofed objedt of the fraud 
' CoUld p6$5&ty have tempted any man.W commit it Forit is 
but on the irregular application (and which the charge terms 
sntfapplicatiotv) of a few of thefc guineas, that the whole charge 
m grounded, and not on an embezzlement of-them. Even 
circumffance, I afl’ure the Houle, arofc from a mifeon- 
ception of the a cl, from which I conceived the. recruits, as 
well a* the men of the regiment, who were embodied in the 
county, were entitled to their marching guinea aifo before 
' thty. inarched out of the county, and thcrtfbrc agreed with 
them before they enlifted, for the payment of it along with 
• their bounty, whilft in the county, and paid it to them inciu- 
" fively with that bounty. ‘ 

“ The moral turpitude of nuking fuch art agreement with 
' any man before he wa*. entitled, who knew what he was doing, 

’ and copfeqaently was free to accept or reject any terms offered 
to him, J profefs 1 cannot difcern. If the recruit even did not 
uiiderftar.Q fpecifjcaily the meaning of the word marching 
guidfa, as deferibed by the aft,- yet if he generally underftood 
find indeed the receipt exprefies it) that it was fomerhing be- 
fides, and in addition to his bounty, and that that lum was all 
he was to have for coming into the regiment, it was his own 
act j ami is it not with the utmofl caution that men ought to 
■ be allowed to come into the courts of juftice to refeind their 
owft agreements, and rhat by criminating thole with whom 
they were made, when they offer no other proof of inipofition 
than rneir own teftitneiny ltfelf, invonftftent and contradicted 
both by written and verbal u-ftimony alfo. But I fubmit to 
tlie Houfe, as I did in my defence* that no receipts or agree¬ 
ments have been fraudulently obtained I'mm any man, and eveu 
if they had been,-tt was neither with my privity or confent.— 

■ Six men otdy, Oyt of the many recruits enliifed at the hoard of 
- lieutenancy, wfcke called to prove that the agreements for their 
' bounty, including their marching guineas, had been fraudu¬ 
lently obtained front them. lour of rhefe fay, they either 
agreed with raetrir my ferjeam, and two fay, they agreed with 
certain men called militia tnfurers, or their principal. The 
firft four afftim, that they never agreed for their marching 
guinea, and that the paper expreffing that circumifance, . was 
never either read to them or by them, though this paper.is a 
plain printed flip of paper (except in one inflance, and then it 

• • was not produced,) containing five lines in large letters, the 
p *' words marchibg guinea?, dilHnguifhed by hi ge roman capitals. 

• In theifCiamihttKUH inchief^they offered to give a clear, and 
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dift’ui& relate®* of ,$UtM palled at the beard, when epliftcd. 
.1'hty at firft'pofitively denied any explanation or reading pf 
the azrccmffnvV^xmej when preiled, admitted :he ferjeantfiid 
read the agreement, but he paid little attention to it * and ike 
• three others, when offering to the court a fuppofed correct 
-account of many #*tci$ that happened at the fame time, thea 
nearly two years before, and afluming correctly and accurately 
to remember every word and ta£t which could have a tendency 
to criminate me, but ebuimg to forget every thing which 
patted that would have refuted the charge ofimpofition ; when 
unable to reconcile part of this testimony, laid they were 
drunk, intoxicated, or in fome manner befoued r If fober 
when theyligned this agreement, how could they be ignorant 
of the contents of five lines of a plain, unintcrpjlutcd flip of 
paper, and which they fet their names, not their mark*, to ?—> 
Could they write without their eyes being fixed upon the pa¬ 
per ? And if drunk, ought they to have been admitted to 
come forward in a couit of jufticc, to affirm or deny any part 
of a conversation which patted during their intoxication two 
years before ? Whole honour or life is fafe, if a fraud c# felony 
can be ettabldhed by men, who, relating long convfrfations* 
fay they were .drunk at the time they heard mem ? .lad thefe 
men profcfled, m the out-fer ol their evidence, that they were 
deceived by having been made drunk, luch a fact, hid i coun¬ 
tenanced it, would have hetrn worthy or the molt feriou* diu 
cuttiou \ but i*\ their examination in chiei, they donor pretend 
to have been drunk at all; it js> in their crof^ex ami nation that 
they lirit introduce t;;e c ircurmtance of drun^t muds, and that 
not as an imputa.ion on me, but as an cxcufc, or exculpation 
of the then obvious and gio(> inconfiftency of their evi¬ 
dence. 

“ And here I fubm:t that though various objections were 
made by me to different queilions and .evidence, they do not 
appear m the primed icpoit of ihtr trial. Here, dir, i iubmir, 
it might have been juitiy expected by me, that the wnole evi¬ 
dence of mem, .who on crofs-ex4n«iiu:ion lud confefled them- 
ft: Ives intoxicated, ought to have been ftruck out of the mi¬ 
nutes ui the proceedings. As to the two other men, they 
Were two fubiUltftvs not engaged by me at all, but by irreqj 
called miljtit infurers, whp paid them their bounty, receipts 
for their marching guinea were al&. taken from therm But 
t!te evidence proves this circum fiance to have originated in 
hurry and nuftakc, contrary to the gene^h.prapUcer*, and 
through, the inadvertence of the rccruitiug^yy^nt$. Burlap* 
jppliog tltffe arguments had not. becu orders, a$ 

; r ‘ proved- 
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proved by one of the prosecutor's witndEUnq well as by 
Caprain Msfon, were always to read ami explain thofe argree- 
ments to the fijhftitutrs, rnd which bo f b he and Captain 
Mafon fwcnr were duly obfcived. Jf the * ft rje#tnt did not do 
fo ? was he fu far my agent for the purpofc of defrauding smo* 
ther without my conctnrence ? And by what law could 1 be 
jT*fponfiWe hr his rot doing thzt which ] pofttiyriy ordered 
him to do? If the complexion of ihv csfr, fubfrcjtiem to my 
caufing thefe receipts to be taken, is to bear on this qtieftion, 
I intreat the Houfc to look to rhe evidence t,l the Duke of 
Richmond; it will there be found that I iommunicated the 
circcmflance of the men having ftgncd ih-fc receipts, to his 
grace, to whom the men had complaint d, informing him, that 
when I cnlilhrJ the men, I had agiecd to give a certain ium 
0 r money, including their marching guineas, and that th~t 
circumftjrcc was exprefied in r c itceipc for the bcnmrv* 
Hisgucc, in feverJ c nvcrutiwus, gave it me ns lus (.pinion, 
that the inon who had given receipts coifd not make any 
further clam on that account, always A«pponng fuc-h iccerpt* 
to bavt been l>on.i fide g’vcn. 1 hi$ matter was peculiarly 
referred to his gv.ee, anti, according to the ptoftcuit * Meif* r, 
dated Ma»cn, i 704, the nuttci there retied as a ciujiut^blc 
queft'on with him, 

41 1 Kg fuithtr torcvrrto thr* productionand lull difeuffion 
of'theie receipt, among try office:-, zl Sftosthatn; and how* 
c'-cr irregula; ioii.c n ay have deemed trtefe receipts yet there, 
and in all tvjr meouucs renher rh< prok*ciJt»»u nor any <rher 

it * a 

man, ever kig^etled the idea of a iraud.j and ne has cvct re- 
prefented me lo pertinacious m o y opinion oi m> receipts, ns 
conflLntly, and in all c- n panics to aflat their vahdnv, to 
rDmm<t them into ail hands, ro det.la*e my rctuiinels to try 
tie quditon, tc leave \hifc ro the captain* to do any thing 
t^at might draw in inquiry on them. Are thefe the nSts of 
a nlan who has committed, or authorized a fiaud ? 1 am 

conne-nt that the it con/idrring inch fads as thefts as 

juryn;tn, krutiiiizing the. mind or t*Vir icUow<rounrryntrn, 
would find it muicfnbie to make up their minds cr> a veulici 
*>' intentional iraud, 2g*ii:it a man who has ever (hewn him* 
ftif provoking every fort of inquiry and ddculiion on rhofe 
very receipts. 

As to the eighth article, which accufcs me of deducting a 
giumca fsom the bounties of the fu 4 ;£** ^Hedging rt to be fij 
3t>* e foi cloathing, and converting it to mv own utr, lantwer, 

glniic^ w?s deducted from the boui ties, or w«c- 

tmtii 
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recruit before be ever cnliftcd, is a matter of fail which the 
Houfe wilt judge of on due reference to the evidence befonp] 
them. But the proof chat the men did contract for fj>p-; 
cloathing is, that it appears in evidence that they complained 
that the contract had not been fully performed on the part of 
the regimental taylor, and that this alfo w.is the iyftem at the 
board, a fyftem adopted on the fuggefiion of the profecutor 
himftlf, to prevent defection. Ojic v/itmfs has' fworn fo In 
pointed terms, and that he informed all his men, before they . 
engaged with him, mat the depolit and payment o, the guinea 
at the board, would be reqtmed of rhem when fworn in, for 
which reafon he added a guinea to their bounty. Four out 
of the fix witnefles on this charge, and thofe adduced by the ' 
pro&cutoi htmfclf* ai: rn^n engaged bv this militia infurer. 
hut that I converted the guinea to my own ufc, I foienmly 
deny, and n is as folemnly proved on the trial, that 1 never 
touched it, but that the regimental taylor had ir, and gave 
value for it ; each man h id for his guinea, a coat, waiflroar, 
and hat, and ultimately a pair of breeches alfr. They an had 
their regimental clothing in addition, and in the lame year 
alfo. Thi* plan of doathing w *s to benefit lb? fervice, and 
nu for mv own em.iluuienr; »uul although foir.e men might 
have worn treir ilop douching a few months extraordinary, 
yet, upon the whole, the regiment was benefited, and no man 
was deprived of one tingle article of doathing which govern¬ 
ment allows. 

4t Sir, the third, fourth, fixth, and fvventh charges are di- 
vidable into two heads: the firli a corrupircceipt of monies 
for a corrupt purpofe, and the converting to my own ufe that 
money: the iecomi an embezzlement of monies taken for art . 
innocent or an indifferent purpofe. Ths firff point compre¬ 
hends die difeharge of deierters and other men giving money 
to provide a fubffitute ; the fecond the notr-)mmediate appli¬ 
cation of monies deftlned to provide the regiment with recruits. 
To the firii i entreat the Houle to obferve, that having under¬ 
taken the rccruitai of the regiment in part, as other colonels of 
a regiment might have done, I did conceive myfelf at liberty, 
on fome occaiVtyts, 10 permit, under fomecircumffances, men to 
qui; the regiment on their puttinginto my hands afum to pro-* 
cure a man in their place $ and f did conceive that if 1 did 
continue without miefmiftion that rcciuitaf, ! fully, and not 
corruptly, discharged the engagement which JL :4b OQritraced * . 
On thts- principle 1 did difeharge fume of ihe teetf'vyljb weft: 
defcrtcr$i bt|t no more than three in mi of 

f> . S '•* ’V*’ three 
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three years- For I ftill fiiJcmnlv deny, as ] did on the trial, that/ 
I knew of the difchar^e of two men, mentioned in the 
charge. One or two men, not being deferters/1 ilfo dif- 
Charged, whole particular fstnahon rendered them anxious to 
quit, and who were cor if; tie red by me not fit for the fer rice, 
after having made ;i fuSkimt inquiry on that point, Thefe 
fums were openly propofel, and openly received, for the 
purpose of having other men ; but in no cafe 7 took fuch fum$ 
of money as bribe, nor had any conception that i did not dif- 
charge my engagement, bv keeping my fccruuittg parties in 
activity under a genera! "'order. The Houfe, Sir, cannot 
draw an i ifercncc Iron hence that the money paid was a bribe 
tome to pardon and 0*.{‘charge the men; for the evidence 
proves that the money was exprtftly taken by me> in order 
witft ir to fmJ another m.irs; that I received it as fuch, and vrt 
uvnticn doiun.mts thjr I acknowledged it for that juirpofe 
received, 1 hive cxprciMy charged myftlf with that money 
for t!jnt purpofe. Can chc Fioufe tuefl conclude it was origin¬ 
ally g»ven for another purpoft, than the evidence proves it 
was g ven for? Or ■; \W\ a:« intention contrary to* the fari ? 
Sir, i beg leave to ask, wiut cordiitutes the prominent fea¬ 
ture^ nf tJit conduct of a man, corruptly receiving nrmrefor 
a corrupt porpoie : what but extortion, rapacity, and fecrcfy, 

I hnvc nut t .ivcn aJwntajc of the fituation of any man having 
defer ted, nor proport, nud my demand to his expectation of 
puniih nent, nor rvfp.efteJ m;. r.^mc nut to be mentioned, n^T 
burned, nor obliterated the proving documents ; but, on the 
contrary, have ever grven them away ?gaiuft myfJf. 7"he 
whole purport and tenor of my hint)nag,*, written oi verbal, 
was not what £hou;d be given, that jmnifhmeiU or duty 
might be evaded ; hut if urged bv repeated imerceilion, if the 
cafe was to he yitWed to, what wa^ the fu n\ that would fur- 
ni(h anutrer man, and (apply the place of him whofc peculiar 
cafe procured his difchurgc. C>jv this principle alfo of re¬ 
cruiting, i received a fund to provide for that iccruital from 
the hands of rhe principals drawn by ballot; arid certainly, 
if I had not thought 1 was acting tonfcicntiou/ly, I rw r 
fhould have fo acted with that publicity and bpennefs which 
is the prominent character of nil the aas of which I am ac- 
cufed, 

a Jt is true thtfjdcfertm have, in io'mc faftances been pofted 
tofSerfons horn whom,! had received money to provide u man 
lor, bat, this was from no particular ojdcr of mihe; It was 
the genefat practice of the board adopted by the cl<ftk of ft, a 
practice which I found when I came io the board, and which 

not 
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qtt ciur.inal <*« erroneous, .1 n.-vw comT 

but dye clerk of .'tie L»o.»rd to a& awarding ib fc*V' 
difcretion, aiid. which by i;o means d'dbWed the chilya-’" 
tioa ifl ,KW to find another man allb. That d fere inn he has ' 
Avorn. he exercised,- The monies arifmg from all thefe cir- 
cqnjftances. cpoftituted publicly a fund in my hands to be 
applied in finding men for the regimen*. That fund i To cm* 
ployed, and it was every.day diminifhiftjg, it was ev&y dajr 
applied towards the purptjfe for which it was receiv. a, not 1 
fpecifically applied, but generally applied. If f originally re¬ 
ceived that fund for the purpole of getting fdb'ftitMtes, and wis ■ 
daily fo applying it, I beg leave, ferioufly, to alt the Houfe 
when the embezzlement began, .and by'what it is proved ? 
If it was given me for a purperte which I inffantly fet about 
executing, and daily executed, how is the crime or retainer br‘ 
embezzlement pi oved ? Thefe.men could hot be procured” 
ip a day, nor a month; the nri:ii;ipaH could not have procured- 
them immediately,. I cpui' 1 hot immediately, It was a fund' 
which I acknowledged to ,have received for a given fur-' 
pofe, which p.ifpoie I never delayed executing, which in nvf’ 
hands was fo'ety. applicable to that purpof.-, and to be ac¬ 
counted for by rue. I djfpatched p.rties. .1 had ferjearits and 1 " 
corporals con ft a ,tly on the rtcruif, I called them to the 
npard, I icvcrciy reprimanded them whenever I found they' 
had.been negligent, 1 gave them unlimited orders to procure 
men, l.told then to gu them at aU event*. I entered at 
another time into a competition with the recruit'ng for the 
ci&y„<»f Lotvioc, I gavc'tvyo'g.ui.ieas indre than they allowed. 


tvas received. Ncglc.'l and delay (if even they had rxifbej} 
in applying this fund might, calf down upon tne.a military 
ceuluie i but my nvural coavactec, niy cha. niter as 3 gentle- 
main, as a . 1 ,an, wdi not, l.truft, under thefe riroxmftances, 
ftand imp'-ached, when nothing but; the fuTpenftrn of niy 
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l**oi ft>ar urn the Ho mV will & d tjhpt fa <3; vHfyJlr dope by 
me, pjv^y rtf tnd- whmi T urplQved t aqd atqiovgb tc,of» 3 v 
Jtt ytw that th* bounty given for nieq was not aljvaysTo tar- 
Unnveasrhi fun it.uved for the purppfe, yet the ltv«)g re- 
from ifyucc it vv.k never my intention to cm.veu to 
tts me, but * n the cou .ny, th t 1 hw pi-wcd before the 
1 coort m^r ?jvl mv bav ng «,xpenned on the regiment afum of 
ajxv* ^ooqI. whu-1 Urexce ds anyJavmjr 1 could b»»ctn 
hand from a»V firplus of bounty, and no part of which <s 
•lloywd by government. 

** Tn tnrthirvrof w Ifullv keeping the recirnent »r»cvn- 
ptetfc, tbou .n ip Ik t»r, the Uvcieepitb ts ottb* se-Melc of 
vrarate iw • wrr dueed, 4s in tbr other th-rgfs, vet T c» Mot 
tefratn fion obfervng to the Houi e, tnu though ri„i- 
\ttnrm, at tne tmiqol my fliprnliua, from my cort,««aml ? 

, jddieient in numbers, eighu ettrht^ jet. wInn it m»rrnc<l m t 
pS the cjuo’Ji avd »hm 1 firu tool; the c impanel of »t» it 
yrafi at leaf! one h ifidrrd ,and (uty four drficicnf, 4' appears 
.’Jbjr^h* w ekly (lite-i e ms. J'hp Mddleicx <«gimcnr ate 
evor dtiRtw’t to k'i-p compUte, -rid have been much more 1 1 
4 unng the fate evai rdmai \ Exertion', l»o b for tne irny aftd 
Wmn'ng <rf*biR Map d)’s K*vy t 4 . it mat duun? t^tu whole 
time J mnm-d tne regim< tf, my rec-ur.ng partus 
wfe daily employed, under unimvtrd rulers, r»» jjret men. 

1 That they w rc iuj’j nued. I app*3l to r »y own letter dated 
in June, 179s* urjipg my riMuitihg fvrjMWs iq get mm ; 
1 stftd before jmy inljmiuti .11 was given me that i was t« b« 
, brought to a c$urt rtvrt.il, patch lefs ojf the fpccific articles 
rptf ss^rfh I way to be acevkd h long tndted before, thetjr 
appears tha% l had no official notue mini tins enfutng tn«mb of 
$«pte * her ahat any ai «,tkrs were exmbifrd aga^nft; me, ?rj 
tins from alettcr from General LuiCcl cs mat d*t», and on 
1 tbht fubje^f. A'pM beg J^ve, Sir, to a<’d* mi 1 »vuw>hr m»t 
to have been charged W‘tJi tne avryjae u. u< lent y ol the »e- 
* gifJKot* (tor Ufthrr tpan for tnofe men whom I was bound 
40 p*»yjd« for the rrgiemm**. 

1 ‘Vfiu*, a$ tdtJb<l *»f mining a £tlfo en^ry in my orderly 

hoojt, relative Mr a dfKifiqn of *1 courr amna ( , I 

can jay na mpre, tp^n that )> foier»ihly M <|eov tire v»y ttiogxf 
that entry 1 tfipUhit it does not appear^ 00 the «.vwcm.e, thi?t 
I cv#f %1+p+nf Ufdfr on CXJppt by th- 

\UtyW h'AoM JirtX'fO I refiowJttp ^,t 4 »fc, t^,gfa f lopy 
4dmj«ui* 4 to »p put bn, fairwptF I 

dutirng to a coart martu) at yu» The mart did fo v he cnin- 

t munuCMcd 
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cmmeatod my jjrnnrd order himfUf to the (irjeant major, 
froth w l >ofd t rntfcaitc'epridn of tile nun's fituarion tnc v/tiriffGg 
order niuf? have btcome ctron^bus. To *ne udb'bf 
ftie enpfleuiji. tfcfum, my anlutr t*, that it jvas it.trdy uit- 
kri'ttVn'to me, k «md OhCaiioiud bv the ctrt umftance w hie re¬ 
gimental c)-*k being ignoiaitf of in. d.Jchttrge of fom* men 
whole' frames woic impioperly by htm inferred in the rt 4 >; 
bat this tbsflns to me fo lolely a military offence, thltt I (ball 
be /ne*tt up<m it, referrittg'rhe HouIl to the evidence’ for thtfr 
mote full utKfjilion, addin? only, that that crtcmeotffc return 
wah coi refted a very lew days alter it was made, and the itt* 
ftant it was difcQVered. * 

bir, to comprtfs (he fubllance df my defence intofucha 
Compafs as enuid retain the attention of the llbufe, 1 do not 
conceive poflibte, considering the voluminous fine of my 
tiul j but what I-have not been aide to do, that l trult the 
Houle tyill, on examining into mylul'er and primed defence, 
fed whether it accords with the evidence produced Kfore the 
coutt, and whence I truft, that though my conduct, in pokit 
of military regularity, may not be found wholly unbtemnWe, 
vet my moral charter, in my civil capacity, will not neodf- 
fefdy bta found to defervt that, ,,ifter the punHhcndnt I bdre 
alreatiy lubmttted to, the efb ct of ihufe epithets fhouid remain 
attached to it. I further mull beg leave to intimate to 1 the 
Houle, that it may tiyffibiy appear to them, that the come 
martial did cxcee 1 their jurifthdiion, in putting me on my trial 
on feveral articles of acculation, ft>< whtch i conceive $ was 
rtfjxmfibJe folely in my civil capacity; and tnatas I protected 
acamft that excel* of jurildi&ioa, and l caHed on the 
Com cor Judge-Ajvotate, tb take the opinion of his M*- 
jefty’s law officers, on thofe points, and whith I do not learn 
Waadoite i f fay it may pofEbly be the opinion of the Houfe, 
that (hould they even be difpofc.l to carrry my purlidimetit itill 
further, m fo doing, they mttft neceffaiity give rheiT Unfikroa 
to that wl.idi 1 humbly conceive was an u neon Ammonal ad. 
Sir, I have not fh learnt that therb docs raitt any precedent 
of a proceeding in thtt Honfe, again A any of the members 
grounded on any military fontehed or prucbfcW. liew fo 
m« ns the rights and privileges of this Houfc wo, it. U hoc • 
far me, ‘o my frmatioii, to Iftuid a it were In their defence, ■ 
but to leave to the Ht?v»Te in'ftt wifdcwn to decide and thfeufs, ’ 

Ff***™ *Wjj**W « qixy 

fauadoft <rt the Hbafe and the fc’arid what <dfc<a 

or |hW# control* bn die Houfi fuch a pvM&U* font ppb- 
xjr in tSh.es j 


•t.e' n 


t 

i 

T.fJ 



340 WOOD^ALL’S PARUAMhlsfTARY REPOaTi. [CoWucm*. 

under a left firm government than fh«t under whkb we live, 

'a virtual influence ot the military oxer tire tnembcis of the 
Houfe. 1 rerfedtly rcfigncd to the determination of the Houfe, 
in Which I hep* I have hitherto preferved a,n unfullied eba- 

* tf*£fcer, I here cl de my defence, fubmittiiig it to a coioparifon 
’ Wtth the cv-jJc-’ce on youi'taile, and which doubilds will 

receive a full confederation.” 

Colonel Cowtborne then wt'hdrew. 

* Central Sm tbh id, that ui the coyrfe of a pretty long life it 
had frequently bten hit lot to bring forward an invefligation 
of the conduA of military officers; that day, however, he 
flood upon different ground from that to which he had been 

k 'accuftomed—that of bellowing merited commendation on 
Usilttary men. He knew that it was bis duty 4$ a member of 
parliament to call on tV Houle fur a great and important coo- 
1 nderation ; in difchargni" that duty be did not feel it necef- 
flry to take up much ut the time of the Houfe to reply to any 
Stung which haJ been uttered by the unfortunate member they 
had ytft heard, ft wav rot h“s intention to goover any of the 
particulars of rlieprocr i’ nj,« of that court hiartial, to which 
that Houle cod the return we e fo much indebted for their 
conduit upon the Ca& at p iftnt befoie the ilouffi, the de- 
ctfion cf tthith leflcJ 1 io mmn honour 0*1 in* proceedings 
of that co'rt He h^d another rt^fon in not examining, 
jtf mutely, all the proceedings ol ti.it remit martul, which 
vu-, that nan) ot the memLrrs of the lb ifc, had lead the 
whole of the prot»ceJin£, .r h.c mutt ic knowledge his obit— 

S ns to thehonoura’d* 1 um’.ei wfir> moved that thtlc pro¬ 
ngs be pruned. 1 n< fe proceedings were comfortable to 
the ideas which hetrf nrd of tin li.ljeih Th s was A 
matter of the preateft imp't nut tutor- deliberation of that 
Ho k ife. Itimo've* in it ihecunf"} of the roibury cha* 
rafltr in this country. Jr iflvo’te ! m it eopOderaupm* of the 
dtgmry of the govtinnienrof t^is eoui . It involved in u 
confidcratit n» of the laftty of th ft.U. 'lute were the 
re Tons why he hi ought It fotw ud. The unfortunate gentle¬ 
man whom twiJoule hsdju't h* ud, had f ud that hiscondud 
Was only the eftvifc of an e^r< r in judgment, 'f his was not 
thr truth cf the 'll. If w s nor tfir crior of a day or a 
mon‘h, no obr of a year. It appeared tint the unfortunate * 
rnembei had wuh an ixtrytrdi ary J gn«e of pr/feverai ce, 

1 ptorftAfl the draftee for wfiuh be wat Io juitly ceufared by the 
court maftht ‘ 

The geoejrtl declared h* had rp «4 the proceedings with 
greet card atttmidn; and the owe he cxapMnftd tbogri. 
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the rhofe he was convinced of thejufticeof the fentcnce, apd 
the more he Was confirmed in every idea he had entertained 
upon the fubjeft. The opinion ne had formed, was not 
adopted from light motives; it was imprcfled on his mind by a 
due regard tor die institution of thcmtlitia, and the Jaws framed 
for its government. It wai with regret, if not With indignation, 
he peiceivcd, that the crimes imputed to the unfortunate 
member, and of which he was convifled, were not, as be faid, 
an error in judgment, or the cafua! conduit of a day; it ap¬ 
peared, on the contrary, that he had prefevered in them fw a 
confiderahle time, and that with a pertinacity nor eafily to be 
accounted tor. ’ There were two or three points to which he 
withed to call the attention of the Houfc, and full, as to a con- 
verfation find »o have been h. id by this unfortunate member, 
with another colonel. It appeared, on the evidence, that this 
affertion was not founded in f«&. Another fpeech of his 
fliould hkewifc be attended to ; when it was obferved to him, 
that his conduct was dlfapp'oved of by his general. What was 
his reply ? “ 1 don't care a damn for my general; 1? have 
confulted my brother officers, who are members of parliament, 
and they agree with me that 1 (hould nut, and 1 will not.” 
Whit terms were ftfong enough to reprobate fuch a fpeech ? 
It was i npoffiblcfot him 1 ot to reflect: on the fituation of men, 
who were colonels in the militia, of the great ttake they have 
in this country, jnd the influence which their conduit muil 
have on the public. It was fit that fuch a fpeech, from a per- 
fi>n in fuch a fituation, ftuuld be made public, and (hould be 
reprobated in that Houfc. But the fituation of this unfortu- 
na f e officer was witli him as a member of that Houfe, but a 
\c-y tcconda.y confuieration; it was the fatal effects that 
ttn^ht errfue fiom ir, thn he anxioufly looked to. His brother 
officers, fo far from countenan'ing his conduct, on the con¬ 
trary, fiequcntly exprefil J their furprize at his having fo long 
withheld from his men whit was granted to them by'pulu- 
merit, end could fcaiceiy be induced to believe he could be 
guilty of fuch offences. The general then adverted to the 
time whru Colonel Cawthorne pur Cued this fhanaeful ime qf 
romluc't j it was at a time when theie was much talk of not, 
tumult, a >d d if content in the regiments, and was a behaviour 
fo mean and unjufl, that it was ill calculated, by its example, 
to enfutor thole laws by which order and obedience fhould be 
prefcrved ? This coofideratim was fureJy no inuri) aggravation 
of bis guilt. ^ , ' * 

He could not, he faid, help taking notice of addrefs of 
Mr. ■ Cawthorne \o the court martial, wherein he declared 

that 



34* WOCWALL'i PARI) 4MBNTARV [Co^o..., 

• * 

that the cenfure of tht Comt would be equal foa fenWnce oi 
p/rpcual bun foment fiom hi> native U|nl, or of death itfclt. 
iiulad to a.\ ei bethought death would be prtfcrjple. 
Jmprdt d v uh ttufe fentiment , auu k lowing that the milieu 
of tms enn ny wasefft' tial to its iidcrcfts, *ud i.ovv acknow¬ 
ledged to be to by ah who unde'ftood it, fjc'tng tae advan¬ 
tages whith we injojed Irnm having furh a l rdj of itum, he 
wjfotd it to be pre'rrvcd puie and un> acul a, and ibticfoie 
be wifoeJ an abufe in that body to be fenoufly attended to bv 
thsit Houft*. They foould by the manner m which thw treated 
this cafe, hold out an example to otherand by fo doing, thjy 
Would continue »o prefetvo to the countiy the ie.»l bjcffitiga of 
a good militia, and that body would fti’l be the real fafeguard 
of the internal tranqn htv of the kingdom. Could they then 
fee a man mtbe fituatio i of this unfortunate member, inverted 
with futh a trull, and abufing it a* he had done, without mark-* 
ing their difapprobation ut his conduct ip the llrongeft manner 
the) could ? If it appealed to the conveyion of a court mar¬ 
tial, tfcathe hid ailed thus coriaptly, and thus mjuriouily to 
the inrereft of the coumi v, foould they not do every thing in 
their p-iwtr to twisty th*. public upon fuch a c?lt ? IVai not 
the unKutunate number piopeiJy (objected to martial law? 
Had bt not bt< n laid) coi demned by that law ? H-d that court 
not declared his n otius 10 be corrupt,. nd his conduit fraudu¬ 
lent ? Then 1 1 iol, a member of the Ht»ufe <t| Commons*, fhould 
net that Houle take proper notice of it? l’eihap* lome ob¬ 
jections would be llarted agamlt what he foould propofe on the 
Icon: of precedent. He had htaid much of p eceden’s, and he had 
read the crimes on die journal* of alrnc* .11 me members who 
had UtiiexpiTcd thfc Houfe,but l»e ihc id quote none of them, 
btcaute lit thought it unmcWlaM. JndceJ in what he was doing 
he was following the impuHe w (ms own mind merely i he<Jid 
not kn iv there '/as one m-n in the Houle who would fttond 
his trot on. This be meant to Hate by way of parembeRi 
on’y. The gxtat obj ’it be hail in view was th it of keep- 
irg up the mfpeftab liry of the charadei of the militia, which 
was io tflcntial to the lafety of the country. It once the 
character of that body, for honour, integrity, and independence 
foould be gone, iarewtl to all i..tmui fxcwruy to Great BrU 
ion. Itfoorld be alwajs und<rrt«vd that qiiltwry officers 
accepted their cmp’cyyarnffrom pure patrroufm. If once ii 
v,c;e conceived and admitted that there motives Went qot of 
this pure rutucg, ibtrr would be an end of thcii dignity* wd 
With it their afe. There wertf many precedents, e* he foujl 
already, to juftify foe motion with Which he flwwld cqncfofcu 

* uuk 
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howev*r, wm<! infirtrtc’y fironaer th 4 n anr'bnl^of 
them. Hie Houte hid exp. Hid manf of its members ibe 
varvus rcafois.* T'cv fliould not fufftr a man to h- a mr*fh- 
ber of *h Houfr who had Seth guilty of whit 'be unfmlu¬ 
nate ecnMeiun whife cjfe* w in row >re them had btrcn 
proved to Hr ru! tv. They flvmld not fuller any Corrujrfion 
whatever in thoV wh • have ine command of any part of ‘he 
miliu^ Mr. Cawfhor it. wis proved to be furh a perfin, ami 
the* tore m npS pcloito f 1, in ihe Hou,e .if Co’nmt‘m‘1. He 
fliotiM meie o-e nvwe, “ That it app» sn in^ to th»« Hnufe that 
« Jotir Fenton Cawthorne, fcfq. a member of thi« Houfe, 
** hii hrm fo md ctiilty on the Gift, f’conf, third, fuirtS, 
*« fif'h. fitt i, f \ enth, eighth, tenth, eleve ,th, and thr- 

r e -.|-h a tides in the t-tm* mentioned iu the f ntencc of 
•* the cn*rt maim!—Refot.eJ, that he be excelled this 
14 Houle.** 

Th r nrvoti.i i bell’Tec jftdrdbv Mr. Pit^inf, jon'or. - 

Mr ff'i t is entered into * ur'cnce of tl o honour ble^gcntle- 
rm i who .vis tor object ot thr lv»n >o .ble g^ne-al's motion, 
lie oonrnn d t'nt tne Wilt fhouM oaufc bef ire it dime to a 
de> ifi >n, and A d not think 11 ; gentleman compt t*nt to form 
a j idvmuit who had n »t re m the minutes of the tri it. He 
conf V d fu 4 had peruftd tliem with nfi me fire in ! attention, 
end c intend’d, nm iltlt >«.>h t .* condo l of that unf irturutp 
poiteTun nii^ t be imp oir and imniiftt trv, it d'd nr ap- 
pc r that hr rti"ao r <oc nn mt a (rand, bA.aide th-rr were no 
marks of fraud m hit con hie*-. The <$ar_e that had been 
ftateJ with refpe -1 to the marching ^uinf^, he cqrtf.detvd not 
to have tven m ide oat on tnr trj. I j, on a p ruf f < f the mi¬ 
nutes gentipmen would find th-t toe imn, wfwn n? tio’ps 
mash» J to H urflnw, were pud. Much Href- n d h-tn 
Is d by the h ti on i* le gitu.f H, oil h hirfh a d .mrmpciste 
evprtlfion ufed ny th t. tortuna e gent’eman, out if he eft i red 
to fo'io icy, 11 would ii id .hat (Joltmt? Ciwtnorne wro e to 
his agent >o t. ke Oa, i-l llowe’s ji'uca and dirrTmi »n his 
cooler j i '^ernenr, anl by tms letfer <t was mandril that he 
had no ol jt&on to i>.v the m t>'hing guineas. In four* j701, 
of thr Report, it wo 1’ 1 be fo md nut tots was more ftro.'gly 
flared, and here 1v fnufl oibVve, t*'at the amount of wh it was 
pronounce f a'fraqd Hood thus*: out of 53 $ guineas he pa‘d all 
aW v it Hounfl >w eserpt 101; fo that >f peculation Was his 
t»S H, He would certamfy have k pt the whole. In Novem¬ 
ber r?<j4. 'he officers Fa'd a mcetih^j t apf dtdnot thenattft- 
bule fhsud to the unfo ttitatb rfiemberi tbernhly came to' a 
tdWurioB, ti»t the' men Were emiriwJ ta>’thAr marching 

guineas. 
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£ttinea* t w»i*i#ugHf to be paid. Tw iearnpd,§p*rioe*e» nest, - 
advertorial the evidence of &. Jones, tn^ high opn&sble, with* 
refpednftMhe charge of trkuuajunoneV foc-fub&totcsr, fo tint . 
pattkvhtr it wuul J be found, that bo did not «&<tbrftugh a.coc* , 
nipt intention, but through motms oi hutnamty, for m three i 
yeji«, not more than three men wet,' dtichargod, and tm> of v e i 
three were unfit for (ervice. The charge <>1 taking money for 
fubthtmes certamlv could not bear out tbe,,hyu«u*ab!e,ge»eM 
ral in the-charge of corruption, lor that money neter want 
into his pockets, though it might into ttiofe of his agent ; and 
here bt mu^ remark, that the unfortunate tv umber exp- ndei 
of bisotsn property, four hundred {.uineps, jot tneui'vaiiM.e 
of the rep nr ent, which was a convincing proor aga’ittt ins 
intention »t peculation. With lefpfct to t> e fin fence of the 
couit martial, it was not r tcived in acomt of teeprd, aiul^ 
of courfe, as a member of pirliammt* he would iudge for 
himteth Tnc honourable general, Mr. Wigfov obfim d,had 
talked shout precedents but he had not produced any j he was 
perfuaCedth-u he could not find a precedent ui which the i-o-* 
tence of a court martial had been made the fouudauon of an 
rxpulfjnn. He nad not examined the ,ouriu!t nimh-it, hue a 
gentleman, u/ion wftcdTc ucturac) he j»Q*id r*'t» »»d taken 
that trouble , and there appeared no fucfi precede!) »*■ fur hack 
as the*yrvr ibio. It had been laid, tint if f ill edevt la not 
giien to the frntence of aooin t tiWrruk li ought bt j inductive , 
of bad'confequencmo the diioplmeo. tft< ami , um it they 
were earned to the detent ntnv propofol, H»-y itu^hibe pro. 
ducbvBof ctwtfeqwsTces much moic forums, for court* mar- 1 - 
tial, in theditwh of a despotic monAici., vuu.i jh«n bucoate n 
verj fc'TOti engine of opp'ulinii. * 1 

With tfjefflsmptelEons hefhoidd move (optitvichcfarther 
confiu ration of ih» bufinefs for finer mvnto,, or if cfo* htudp 
woul i not comenMattf tp tviiiKipis I e fonoldjdien move tcy , 
fotne farther del iy, in order crut t >r h wit t, t hat e full tune 
to confute* the fobjctS.* JH* ibwfoier* i <u'lj yi ttli myi utg* 

« Tnartfti* dcbBtehe odfomned K>r three tnouthv’' 

Gtt&nl M-Lnd rote ,*ni Iwwuod Uetw ral .Smith nn 
the ptfhtv of l»w mnt»vt\ in mailt* fbrwwdk. 

He if. r«t J avith him tUr <t was m-crUaty to r<f»rr tb« 
cf it* irttwvwen to>ac»utnmrital» flwv«. five** w%»,wpfof) t 
to ful t a>»*riiff propriety of fuChcuaflU'if. Ik \fA r > 

J,ng *hit, gits *vnt n*<jtdW)fo^ « 

afmy^ifttfhfob'foirtanytt/ «r»«f iwpMtjwof 9 < 

lit iWt tim mxn.vm jt/ntac»rifi0|Ai*»»* 

tiot.4 «iv J» 

vWdsh.<S \y & «d^x 
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army, although he was a member of the latter. He was con* 
fcious that the honourable general would not have moved the 
expuifion* but Opon due confidcration. He agreed too with 
the unfortunate member whole conduct was under difeuhion, 
that a fentence of a court martial, that he had behaved fcanda- 
loufly, was more fevere than a fentence of perpetual banifh* 
merit, or of death He agreed in the ncceffity of fupponing 
the honour of the military, in the necefiby of fupportmg the 
honour of the houfe of commons, in tne propriety of not per¬ 
mitting a peifon who acted fcandaloufly, continuing a member 
of that houfe, and he agreed that the fentence of the court 
martial in this cafe, was perfectly juft, and that the court mar¬ 
tial had done honour to thernfclves, and juftice to their coun¬ 
try, by tnetr enniuet. H? took the matter up, however, on a 
footing vc/y different tro:n any confd'r iron which thefc to¬ 
pics involved; fie did not think that the h >ure of commons 
was bound ny any of tnc proceedings of a court martial. He 
did nut trunk that they were bound to enter into examination 
of the whole of tnat volumnious book then upon their tablA 
The view he had of the fubjeii was excTcmcly difFerent. The 
objcil he had in view, was to prevent any rnemucr of that 
houl’c being obi ged to iubmit to < xpudion, merely on the au¬ 
thority of a cum t martial, if this, he /aid, was to be a nafott 
for h;s expuliion, then there would be an exrraord'narv increafe 
to tne influence of rhe crown. Any member of that houfe 
might be tried ano broke by a c< uit martial, which w?s ap¬ 
pointed by the crown, and then fomc i^rSm •nmat houie, at¬ 
tached to a corrupt mimltcr, who m<ghc be fuppofrd hereafret 
to extft, (not to they piefc;;t,for they all knew him to be imma¬ 
culate) muht mow for the cxpulfion of fuch member, and 
upon the a-ithority or il»ar cafe, he mu ft be expelled, if the pi pr¬ 
eceding* oi the court martial were to be made the bafis of rx- 
pulfion. 1 h$s ca/c, therefore, appeared to him to be a very 
dangerous precedent. But the honourable genera! h.Kl quoted 
no cale as it precedent that a member of that houfe had been 
expelled from that houfe becaufe he was broke by a court 
martial. He believed there was not an mftance of it. He 
remembered, on the contrary, the cafe of a noble lord who 
had been ceniured by a court martial, and who after *vardx, fo 
Bom being expelled, was a member of adminittration. 
His being one of the cabinet was during the American war* 

X be fentence was ordered to be read to the army, as this was 
to the militia. Was that fetuence, however, followed up be 
a vote of expuliion ? Certainly not; and yet that was a charge 
of a much higher nature than that of the unfortunate 
V' ol. IV, 1796. 2Y member. 
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member , whole cafe wasthen before the Houfe. ' He hadqao- 
ted-oorhe houfe a cafe in w.ucb the ciime was infinitely greater 
•gainft his country than the prefent, and yrt’no motion was 
made for expulfion in that cafe. . Viewing, therefore,' the 
Whole of the fubjetft before the houfe, he mott fay he did no* 
wifli the mot.on to be carried into execution, becauic it tend¬ 
ed to eftablifh a precedent by which fome future corrupt mini- 
fter, or fome future ambitious monarch, might obtain the ex¬ 
pulfion of any member of that houfe who oppofed the proceed¬ 
ings of government. Under this impreflion, Genera) M‘Lcod 
£iid, he thould vote for any motion by which the queftion ofex- 
pulfion was likely to be defeated. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared that he was dc- 
iirous of faying a few words in order to explain the vote he 
fhould give upon this fubjech The honourable genera) had 
Very properly brought under the eonfideration of the Houfe a 
fubjedl every way deferring its attention. If he thought it had 
been neceflary before he could be prepared to give a vote upon 
•he qudliun before the Houle, tp make himfelf'acquainted with 
the whole of the proceedings of the trial before the court mar¬ 
tial, he coujd not fay that he was prepared to give his vote 
upon the queftion. He had, indeed, endeavoured to inform 
himfelf ot the leading points of the cafe on which the Houfe 
was now called upon to declare its opinion. He had not how¬ 
ever, had time to examine it with minutenefs. This he would 
certainly have done, had he thought it nrceftary before he de¬ 
livered his opinion. Hut he did not think fo. He differed 
totally from thofe who thought it was always inconfiftent for 
that Houfe to fuperfede any proceedings grounded on the fen- 
tence of a court martial. Some gentlemen feemed to think 
that the Houfe of Commons Should never do fo. He thought 
otherwife. He thought it was at all times the duty of that 
Houfe to take notice of the detcrmination.of any competent 
tribunal. To take notice of the dvei lion of a court on a charge 
at common liw, of ftatute law, of cccldiaftical law. In ail 
4 iich cafes much tendernels to the life and liberty, and charac- 
-ter of the fubjefl was obferved. It was fit therefore, that the 
Houfe of Commons fhouid pay refpeif to deciiions of all fuch 
.courts, while they held a competent jnrifdidlion over rhe point 
on which they determined, Specially when by that decifion 
it was proved, that « perfon had done fomething Which reo¬ 
rdered him unfit to be a member of fuch a 1 body as that 
*wbich he now: had the honour to -iddrefs, and' especially 
■when fuch-a peribn, was declined by fuch a court uf cora- 

«a*bjaSi defer vftig {^ftiBifadnt.— 
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Andfti|l nopre efpecially if they had.fliewn collaterally by proo^, 
that ne Was worthy o* it, The courts pf law never didto that 
Houle i they gave their judgment pubhckly, but the evidence. 
qq which that judgment was formed was on their own records 
only, never traofmitted to that Houfe. Not fo the cafe with 
courts martial, the evidence on which, the judgment was 
founded, as well as the judgment itfeif, was by them laid before’ 
the Haute, . 

Two qucfUons were to be confidered by the Houle in this 
cafe : firft, whether the charges fet forth were proved againft 
this unfot lunate perfon, and, if proved, whether the objedl of 
thefe charges was not properly declared by this court of com¬ 
petent juiitdiclion to tty him (f r (o the court martial whs) 'q 
be unworthy of credit ? This they had done by the lcnteuce 
which they pronounced on him. .Secondly, whether th rtfr had 
been laid before the Houfe, frpm any thing they had heard urged 
on behalf of the unfortunate perfon, fuch ground as to induce 
them to weigh it agaiaft the prefamed truth of the; decifion of 
the com t, and to imprefs the Houfe with a doubt upon the lubo 
jecl, fp as to counters# the credit due to the determination of 
u competent court ? He muft cornel’s he thought there was 
not; and there fi. re he fhould give confidence to the decifion 
cjf the court in aaiul. . . ; 

He did not ice that any more doubt was to be entertained by 
the Houfe of the purity of tne ueterminaiton of a court mar¬ 
tial, \yhen it had condemned a man, tnan that of any other 
court, ftnee as he had Lid already,, tliev accompanied their fen- 
tence with tee whole of the evidence on which it was founded. 
The question was here, wr.ether there was any counter ft&te- 
meut on behalf oi the unfo tuuatc p. rfon, that ceuH lead the 
Huulc to entertain a doubt in their minds, of the propriety of 
the deciftm of the epurt martiaL Having iiftened to what had 
been fluted on both Itdes, he did rQt eoliedt any thing that 
raifed a pr.efumprion in his mind againft the deteimmation of 
the coutt. . He really had not heard any thing to cali in quef- 
tion the truth of the gre-i and; leading fa#s Rated m the 
charge, and on which the <nnvi#ion of the court martial 
was founded. The <>rtly queftion that remained therefore, 
was the, general queftion, wither the crimes charged in U 
/eu tenet; of a court martial were grounds -fur the Hosfo-of 
Commyfis to piucced upon? It was Lid -there was mo'prtL 
ccdem lor..this proceeding ip the Houfe. ’ It the peiheit^e 
be had fta;ed was correct, there.needed no precedent. . 
tunately, very fortunately for -this country* were-wexfintjetj^, 
ced?ny, ; i*t^K a member of thatha4 -hd6irt^if'g^}%> 
. f ' " 2 V 2 ■ «t 
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‘‘(>f Mrtl*t a Court martial had proneoneed Thin unforttndoe mem¬ 
ber to havebeen guilty, in (etms as new as the guilt that occa- 
'’■fitfnVd them. 

• i' The honour ble general who (poke laft, in theoeurfc of his 
fpeeeh had alluded to the cafe of a noble lord, now no more, 
0$ a precedent again It the motion. He would fay nothing 
haifh of that noble lord, aid he would only oHerve, that the 
cafes were extremely different. I he crime of which that 
noble lo.d was c nvitted by a court m.irtul, was not a crime 
Which in ttfelf p.oved h in unworthy of public truft : it 
amounted fotelv to dilubedience ot mihtarv orders, and fuch a 
chfobcdieme might, in (owe mftances beattendtd with fuccefs. 
The conduit of tnat nob.e lord was, by the dec fion of a court 
martial pr wed to have prevtnted adecifive iflue to a brilliant 
adtion. If an officer, however, by difolwdience to orderi, 
fllould fuccecd in obtaining a victory, though found guilty by 
the fentence of a court martial, he might, fiom the nature of 
the tranfa&ioit, be entitled to and reeeue the thanks of that 
Houfe. ThccafeS were widely diiferem, in that of the noble 
lord, h.s military capacity was alone afkctcd 5 in the prefent 
cafe, there was a ftigma affixed to the reputation of the perfon, 
and that of the fbuk*ft kind, embezzlement, fraud, and con¬ 
duit unbecoming the charait-r of a gentleman. The houfe 
fhould therefore bear in mind the principle, tha* they had pro¬ 
ceeded on the niot.on, not becaulcthe couit mama! had found 
him geneially guilty of the charts, tut becaule ihey had 
found him g uliy of that which rendered hub unworthy a feat 
in that Houfe. 1 o p-event, theit fore, the poffibility of ap¬ 
plying the pfclcnt motion, »f fuct elsful, as a precedent here¬ 
after, that the Houfe fhould generally proceed 01 the fentence 
of a court martial, he would propofe, that the ipecific motives 
on which the court martial had found the unfortunate perfon 
who was the fubjeit of difeufli«»n, guilty, fhould be re¬ 
corded on the journals of the Hoult. Such a proceeding, 
Would, in his opinion, completely guard again/t the poflibility 
of any inference which might be unfairly diawn, that the te- 
foluuon of the Houfe ot Commons had been founded merely 
on the fentence of the couft martial. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer concluded by observing, that he trufird the Houfe 
tr uld agree to the motion, amended in that fpecihe manner,. 
as it embraced an ohjed of g eat and general coitlequence. 

General M' Leon, laid a few word* in explanation, importing 
** that he dad nut mean to compare the character of the noble 
lord alluded to, to that of toe- object ot the prefertt ducuf* 

. £on i but omy m dluftrstioa of bis principle) that the fentence 
P of 
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«€ a< court martial was n«t A fit ground of ©cpgufon from 
that Houfc.i * »,• i *d 

S,r Cbarltt Mrgan confidered himfelf, i? the pfljfent in-, 
ftauce, an adimg i« a civil dnd.,nat Jn a mvhtary capacity % 
any judgment* therefoie, he might eptertiyn »o. <fcp lather 
view of the fubjeft, did not preclude H'«n frnm ( r«g#|dmg it 
as a new «jueftion now. He therefore was in favour further 

delay. - *> 

Central Tarltton condemned the cnndWl of Mr» Caw- 
thorne, as a military man, but as a me nber of parliament^ 
doubted the propriety of the Houfe proceeding to 0*prl *i\j 
one of ns members, trom the evidence of a >y court Whatever, 
He »n< lined to think they coudd not regularly pri'Ceetf to fueh 
a menfurc, without heating evidence of the gViJt of toe party, 
at the bar of the Houfe. He f«ii this a*‘t tio-n *jy idea of 
ftreemog the unforunate per ion, nor oi faying *fyy thing 
nil at 'ft she court martial, but on a oor«r ary pi .ociple j he 
was anxious for the regwiauty of the proceeding* of the 
Houfe, and afraid of the precedent which was abgft to b« 
flftablfhfcd. >, 

Mr Frawtf faid, that differing entirely from the feetiments 
e\preliej by his honourable triend who (poke laft {.General 
'I arleton) he thought hitnlclf bound to g>ve the reafon of hit 
opinion, tnoutth he had not originally intended to hayp (pokes 
at all on the footc<-t. It appeared to him that tne Houle, is 
thr fun6l.cn and duty wfocn t icy were to exerctfa th« night, 
did not aflume, and could not hold, any appellate jt»n(di6bon 
whatever ko n the lerjtence of a court mart! »1. ft. had no 
authority to revile the proceedings or to confirm or revere 
the lcntenre. The foie putpofe fur which, as heoHicenred, 
the proceedings w< re or lercd u> be laid nn the ta^le was, that 
tire members mi_ht nave the oppniunity ami the means of 
judging, for cue latisfaditon of their own conferences, and for 
the direction of their own conduct on anotner point,.whether 
the lentence of the court matt * 1 , as 16 appeared oil the face of 
the proceedings, and without admitting even into tbe<r thoughts 
any exti judicial evidence or argument, was or. was pot war¬ 
ranted l i'be next qwtfiou for the Houfe would be*wh j thee 
the fa£t$, fuppoftng them to be truly found ana julUy qualified, 
would permit the Houle to couttnue the nigh trwH of a mem¬ 
ber uf parliament m the perlon wno Was the objeJbrof fuch a 
verdict ? i > i 

Mr. Ccurienat faid, nothing that he had heard mdh/ence of 
the unfortunate gentleman had akored.hujamnwn.woih relpeib 
to (he ncceftty and ftoputtp af;* he ft mkmi qp«bdiu fht 

queftioit 
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i^nuBd, w«t,e*lf<roeljr imporune,.. a,.1»d himr. 
Lf?rlyt in life in the rhibtia, who, undoubtedly, were, 
fpfS of our fiber ties. The condiidt 'of the officers 
Jifiirguifhtd by treat circumfp'dlion, to ehcourace 
)ij and lower rants tofcrvc. He alvvajs cSiceiye^. 
of extradfing From the privates their pittance, thatofH- 
■re at ronfiorrabtb.P&erce from their liberality in the 
fervitt. Wife refpedt to courts martial, nothing coufd he 
xnofe juft''jioVV fairer tribunal for the pet ton put on bis trial. 

martial w hich f?l on the honourable gentleman 
jrt$ competed of men of gitat tank and Charter he had read 
i.t^xe df'tjdr of the proceeding', and was convinced of the pro- 
jeftty df'the vctouK li the honourable general's idea was ;;c- 
•cWtfwfb pf hearing the whole evidence detailed by thf feveral 
at the bar, it would in fact, not be trying the unford 
ffe member, but "be merely a trial of the court martial, 
.Jfrefperdl to the want of precedent, he was happy to find 
jHfct the journals of the Home did not furnifii one; and as the 
h. r Ciple#on which the potion was grounded could not be ob- 
fted tbs there did not appear to him any neceflity for one; 
itrt m.rhe militia was only eflablifhcd in 1756* it was ridicu- 
to fcatch for precedents as far b.’ck as j6jo. The right 
•honourable gtr.iltman wfio oppofed the amendment had, by 
Ais clear and peilpicuaus ftaienjen:, made it unnectfLiy for 
to trouble the Houfe any length of time, l.c fhoulJ there- 
ageinft the amendment. 

faid, it wfes not hisintrntion to have troubled 
had not the gentleman who ,had fpoken held opini- 
is eifHttarV to ihbfe which he maintained. He did not life 
either to juftify or pal sate the unfortunate gentleman, but it the 
’fr^detbnt wai eftablifhcd, he faw danger, as the crown could 
^ff;hfo'd o' grant a court martial, according to its pleafure. 

Solicit r Gentrel faid, the queftion w^> compriM in tb? 
follow ing coufideration : Whether the Houfe wcie not bound 
to take notice of a fentencc, as far e$ it related to an individual 
belonging, their own body, end in whole cafe their bopour 
*>y*s : jtnpCcated ? Ho .had peruftd the evidence laid before the 
^pourt martini for th c pwpcfc of afeertaining whether the crime 
the unfortunate Mftti'eman wasJtccufcd,rrfcfied s^one 
\-p> tnlliiary law ? He hadJound, that fohni^.ff the charges were 
Jfh rely military, while others acculed him of fiaud and cm- 
7%*»U*»er.t, which renctettdhifo mcapab.e c fading in a pub- 

a * ' - - ’ «’ t 

in&m Smith faid a few wofds m reply, in the.coqrffl ijf 
^ hp. Iwd.ulwm in 

.. v;v 
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the bufmeft, excepting thofe of public duty, and a wifh to fyf** 
port the caufe of jufticc, and the honour of tba Houfe r!i Cotn« 
mons. # He declared he highly approved, and ftiould adopt* 
amendment fig^efted by the Chancellor of t ie Exchequer, 
inffcrtmg on the journals, the (pedal reafons of their pro¬ 
ceedings, that it might not appear as itfulting of courfc And 
folcly from thefcntence of a court martial only# 
l he quettion was th.n put, when there appeared, 

J)e$t (For the amendment) - 12 

Nji (Againftit) - - 108 


Majority q6 

The original n ouon wa<* w»th leave of the Houfe withdraw#^ 
and the following moved mfU 1 of it, 44 And it appearing 
44 to the H(ni f c, mat J< lm 1 ml on Caw thorne, fclq a mefo^ 

41 bi r of this Houfe has# bam found guilty by a court marttalof 
14 chtt»gt c , in refped of lome of which, he 15 found 

41 g»t by of Having acted n *u lulunly, and m a fcat^alous and 
44 n f mouv mu»K r , unbecoming the chara£Ur of an officer 
44 and d gci*t cn m ” 

R f Wtd, 44 That the f. d Job i Fenton Cawthome, Efq. be 
44 txpdLd this Houfe.” 

SARDINIAN SUBSIDY. 

The Cha'ht l) of the Exilequer fuel, that confidering the 
)at*ntfa of the n mi, and a. thinne* of the Hou1\ be would 
not bring lit- mono i rt(putting the fum t \ ce advanced 

to h *> b*rdmun M jiftv, if gcptluncn on the other fide of the 
H u (<- i urn ltd at tnai tunc to c feufs the mc.ifure. 

Gen'al T *t t^n replied, that he believed it was not then in 
idci to debits tit qjcftion, and tnat ttu. motn u might be op- 
poled a hen tl e repot t of the comiintiwv, m winch toe motion 
would be made, was received. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

The Houfe on the motion of the Chancellor of the Exche* 
quer, having afdved itlclf into a committee of the whole 
Houfe, it was moved and agreed to, 44 Thaea (um of 20o,00ol« 
44 be gi anted to his nujefty, to enable him to make good, hi* 
*• engagements with his Sard man Majefty,” 

NAVY BILLS. 

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a committee of ways 
and means. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer find, that the navy bPHs 
were ufuailjr funded at five per cent. They might be divided 

into 
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loco two chflet, thofe which wore immediately due, and the 
htzA which had eight murtfht to fun. On the firft 105?. 
would he givtn for every tod. and on fhe Jatrcr JO4I. for 
cvwyjModu With Tome fmal) addition of difcounc the bpxut 
«lgh*$*ihi*J on the hr ft clafcar four, and on the latter threw - t 
which, if averaged would give a bonus of three and a half.—* 
JHc thui moved antfoluttoo conformable to theft ftatements, 
which bt,irtg agreed to, (be report was brought up, and order¬ 
ed to be received. 

It /a us agfted to, u 1 hat the Houfe do rifoive it/elf next 
** Wednefiiay into a co nmittte to tonftder further of ways and 
“ meins to raife a lupply to be giu.ited to his majefty.” 


QUAKFRS’ BELIEF BILL. 

Serjtwt Adair moved the ordtr of the day for the foeond 
grading of the Bill for the Rehef of Quakers agamft arre{h tor 
tythes wlm-h was read accordingly, and on the queltion (or 
the fecond readme being put \ 

Sir RRhurd Hill role, to return hit thanks to his honour¬ 
able and learned friend for this Bill, which did honour to-hu 
heart and underftamimg 1 be Quakers, he faid, deferved 
indulgence, for they hadalway-. {hewn themfelves loyal fub- 
jc&s ard fi lends to good order. The only objection he had 
to the Bill was, that ft did not go far enough, and he hoped 
his honourable and Ina'-ned friend Would mend it in that rcfpect 
Wben'tn the Committee. 

The 8dl was then read a fecond tune, and ordered to be 
committed next day. 

BUTTES ON SUGARS. 

In a committee of the whole houfe to confider of the noth 
Chapter of t h e thirty-fifth of George III. relative to the allow¬ 
ance of drawbacks and payments of the bounties on fugars, it 
was reiblvcd, chat the chairman do move for leave to bung in 
a Btll eoajter an a& made m the laft fefton of parliament, for 
regulating allowances on drawbacks and payments of bounties 
on fugars. Agreed to.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, May J. 

Heard eounfd further on the appeal. Sir WrUiam Palteoey 
and ocfccax, appellants, u. the Countcfs J .towage r of Dealing* 
fpv a^ioccss, icfpondeats.—»Adjoutned. u u 

* HOUSF 
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HOUSE OF CdMMONS. 

Tuesday, May 3. 

WINDOW TAX. 


Mr. Reft Rated eo the houfe, that it had been thought ex- * 
pedicnt that dairies, and rooms ufed for keeping and drying 
chccfe, the windows of which were not glared, but had only 
iron bars or wooden lattices, (hould not be liable to the win¬ 
dow tax. The houfe then refolved itfelf into a committee of ' 
the whole houfe, in which Mr. Rote propofed a refoldtion to 
the above effe&, which, after a fhort converfatien, was < 
agreed to. - 

SARDINIAN SUBSIDY. * ‘1 


Mi. Hobart brought up tnp report of the committee of 
fupply, upon the refoliition for granting a fubfidy of 20o,oool, 
to his Sardinian uiajcfly. Upon the motion for agreeing With 
the report, 

Mr. Fox faid, that this fubfidy having been granted year 
after year, he fhould not trouble the Houle with any abfdtva- 
tion» upon it, if there was not fomething in the circumiUnces 
of the prefcnt moment which called fbr peculiar confidcration. 
The propofttion to grant the King of Sardinia a fubfidy, did 
not ftand upon the fame ground that it formerly did, btcaufe it 
was then made upon the principle that he was to co-operttte 
with; the other allies agaipft the French, That, however,, 
was not the calc, becaufc it was well known that the King of,. 
Sardptia had manifefted an inclination to make peace, and had 1 
nude propofals to that rffcdL , . tf , 

He would not then enter into the confideration, whether it 
would be for the advantage of this country, that the king of 
Sardinia fhould make a feparare peace or not, though in hit r * * 
own opinion, it Would ; but that was not the fubjeft of difcu£ 
fion.-’It was a matter of ferious confideration, however for thit 
houfe, when they were called upon to vote a fubfidy to that' 
prince, whether they fhould not be fatisfied of the principle 
upon which they were proceeding, and the advantage* they 
expciSted to derive from it. Jf it was our objeft to induce 
him to continue the war with France, it certainly was neceffitry 
for us to know whethet he conceived himfelf bound, npt tq 
make peace without our confenr. If he was not bound, then 
it became a queftion how far minifiers had been consenting to 
his attempt ro procure a feparate peace for himfelf. If his co- 
operafjon in (he war was confidered as eflential ttftbe interest 
•f this fpuntry, mmUWrs fhould Rate tothe houfe what fee*: 
VqJ~ IV. 1796. ’ a Z r < lity 

i r * * i ) 
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rity they had that he would be able to continue his a Hi ft a nee 
tons. Before tbeiUbfidy was granted, it was not too much 
ttkfk, whether government had grounds to convince them 
that he would not be compelled to make a feoaiate peace? 
The -houfe were the more bound to be Satisfied noon this point 
^rOtrt the unfortunate experience they had of fubndhrv treaties 
with other power*. He ftould only add, that tf this fubfidy 
had been the can ft* of the king of Sardinia’s carrying on the 
war, it was both a burden to this country, and a misfortune 
jta that monarch. 

CbauetHtr of the Excbtqn*r rcp’.ed, that, if the houft 
had been induced to grant th's fubfidy to his Sardinian m.ijefty 
for feveral years, as tar as new circumft.irccs called upon them 
to continue it, they were bound to continue it, both in point 
tf honour atx} in point qf prudence, with alacrity; he had no 
difficulty in declaring, that the whole cnnduA of his Sardinian 
msjefty, from the erft moment in which the fubfidy was 
granted, to the prefect, had afforded one uniform example of 
honour and fidelity, and an example worth the imitation of the 
otb^t; powers. He could not, with propr.erv, and the regard 
that, was due to the general fervice, enter io fully into • detail 
of the proceedings of his Sardinian majefty, as the nature of 
'ckcuraftances required for his vindication} but he denied that 
bis Sardinian nrujt-fty had ever ro-imfeiled any defire for a fepa» 
rate peace. It was true, that, at a time whui he was threat¬ 
ened with impending danger, he opened an intercourfe with the 
^nexny, ffcatmg upon what terms he w«s willing to agree to aq 
aapiftice. The terms were, that he would enter into an ar- 
toHlice with his friend and ally, the emperor; but, upon no 
Other condition. He immediately fignificd this to file erope- 
ror, wbo refufedhts content, and there the negotiation enued. 
During this intercDutfe, however, which did not proceed far, 
the enemy acquainted him that they would make a f*parare 
ppace with him, provided be would u.de all the places they had 
conquered in bts dominions to them, and unite his arpis with 
fiieiriagaiuft the other allies. The king of Sardinia immedi¬ 
ately, -with a magnanimity that could nevor be tpo highly 
pctftf, but fuch at became ms rank, and might have been 
fxpe&cd from his character, refuted to accept any proposition 
upon terms fo impolitic and unjuft. So tar it was evident that 
j^is Sardinian mayefiy entertained no idea of a teparate peace, 
por ever proceeded further in any intercom le w>th the enemy, 
than the prrflmg qec^ffity ot his ficaation compelled him, and 
the oegoe ratiou which he did eater iota, only ended in Crew¬ 
ing that he neither would, conclude a teparate armuftice, nor a 

u.h . . fop**** 
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feparate peace. Ue poyv put it to the houfe upon theftatemeat 
of thefe facV, whether they had more or Ws motives than for¬ 
merly fby fulfilling their engagements ? In regard to any re¬ 
cent events, upon which fme objections might pernaps be 
made, he bad not vet receiv d any autherr c inform mon, but 
as the vote only extended to the enabling his nm ty to grant 
the (ublidy, there might be full opportu nty for gaining infor¬ 
mation yet qpon it. oo much for the f t faction of thofo 
gentleirten who thought it the i>itr-c<t of this country to retain 
the Icing of Sardinia as o n ally. vV th i-rgard to the honour¬ 
able gentleman, w > denied *o m'er am a doubt, whether ot 
not it wout i be mou ad\ l-ta »e ms for this country to do foi 
notwithftandmg the expencn-c ot paft cv-nts, and the repeatv 
cd confirmations we had rtcuved of the activity and vigour and 
the exertions of the Sardinian forces, Ik muftiay, that this wa* 
the only w i) in w h ch we co ild p M~Sly put the king of Sardi¬ 
nia into fuen a fituation as might enable him to make fuch 
terms witn the enemy for a feparate peace, as this coun¬ 
try and the reft of the allio r.ng it admit to be compar^vely 
and gcnera'ly good. Upon that punuple, therefore, he 
thought the honourable gentlemiu ou b ht to hive been the laft 
man in the houfe to objedt to a motion, in which the future 
honour and power of this country was io muen involved. 

Mr. Fox faid, that by declaring that he thought a feparate 
peace with Sardinia would b advantageous for this country, 
he fnokc with regard to the op t > rtunity that his Sardinian ma- 
j„fty would thtreby have of mediating between the other 
powers. He certainly did not irn. m tc wifh for a feparate 
peace with Sirdmia, exdufive of the interclU of Great J 3 n- 
tim and ^ullua, io f?r, Kwevcr, as they were confidercd, 
the call cr fuch a peace were concluded, the better it would 
be, h c thought, for all. 

Mr. Frutu.it , in reply to the right honoural le gentleman op- 
pofite, fuJ that the queftun before the Houfe, de faditx, was, 
whether this count!y outfit to continue the fubiuly to Sar- 
diiut ? It was not neiciLr) to conhd.r how Sardinia hadadted 
fourm nths ago, but wh it her (ituition and probable mode of 
action would be at this tune, li the information was authen¬ 
tic of the recent fuiccil.s of thel icnch in Lonbardy, upon 
thofc f icctffts would the probable mode of adtion of ms Sar¬ 
dinian Majeity be founded, and io fai were thetr opinions Of 
the propriety of continuing the itibiidy to be drawn; if the 
determination of his Sardinian majefty were founded, as rt had 
been ft a ted, upon the preffure or the enemy, it was reafbrxable 
to conclude that he would confider the emergency of bis fitua- 
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tion, more |J? 3 H tu« magnanimity. He might, therefore, be 
juiducaj^ to agree to a feparate peace, for two reasons, and that 
without the lead confederation or regard for the interefts of his 
alges; IjrA from the threats of the impending danger, and 
^condly by the temptations and intereft which might be held 
put to bin).- As to confiding in the magninimity of the King 
of Sardinia, he defpifed fuch confidence, and begged the Houle 
to look back to hiftory for the charafler of the Houle pf Savoy, 
It was fair to reafon from fuch evidence, and he there found 
Sardinia had changed-from fide to fide as often as her inclina- 
tion or her intereft prevailed. If it were true that the Auf- 
trians had experienced fuch a defeat as would place Sardinia 
at the mercy of the enemy, he would then alls, whether it 
would be wife in this country to grant fo great a fubfidy to his 
Sardinian majefty, as wouid not be of ufe to it if he entered 
into an alliance with the enemy, but agninft it ? 

The i Secretary at War, fair! he entertained the higheft refped 
for antiquity in general, but he totally difapproved of the re¬ 
ference to the former conduft of the Houfe of Savoy, as an 
argument for drawing a conclufion prejudicial to the prefent 
king, becaufe it was ailing ayainft experience. In regard to 
what had fallen from his honourable friend concerning the re¬ 
port of the enemy’s fuccefles in Italy, his right honourable 
friend had before Hated, tii.it no authentic information had been 
yet received, and even admitting it were true, there was a 
poflibility of its not affeiling their conduit in palling the vote 
of that evening, becaufe the vote d ; d not extend to the imme¬ 
diate granting of the money at all events, but merely to enable 
his majefty to do fo, as, under the prefent circumftances, they 
were called upon, by every principle of honour and jufticc, 
to perfift in the treat v. 

General Smith fpokein favour of the motion. 

Mr. Harrijln thought the fubtiJv fliouldbe voted, but that 
it would not be proper to advance it until they knew the King 

Sardinia’s fituation ;it might happen that he might be com¬ 
pelled not only to make peace, but to affift the French; he 
therefore recommended it to the Houfe to refer the -fccond 
■reading of the rciblution, at kail till better information fbould 
arrive. 

i he queftion for the f.-cond reading was then put and 
agreed to without adivifion. 


ALlhN BIl.L. 

,1 k*. 

Tie Se> r i,-itor General brought up a Bill for continuing the 
; . a time to be limited, which was read a firft time. 
Ou mi q-ciu.it being put Id* the fecund reading, 

Mr, 
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1 Mr. Sheridan aflted’, whether this was the fame as : thefpff 
mer Bill ? He would now take the liberty to fay he hoped 
the fame ufe would not be made of it as had lately been. l 
obje&ed to the former Bill when it was brought forward; b<- 
caufe he forefaw to what purpoles it might be applied; add 
many events proved that his conjectures were right, particu¬ 
larly a late one; be alluded to the cafe of Mr.Alexander 
Lameth, who had been cruelly treated by a wanton exercife of 
power. 

The Solicitor General faid, that this Bill was merely a copy 
of the former Bill. ' ' 

It was then read a firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond 
time next day. As was alfo the Bill for regulating the mode 
of providing for the families of perfons drawn by lor, and per- 
fons laving as fubftitutes in the militia in certain cafes. 

VETERINARY COLLEGE. . 

Mr, Su?nner prefented a petition on behalf of the nobleqwty 
gentlemen, and other fubferibers to the Veterinary College 
ltating the great importance to the public, particularly tfi the 
cavalry, &c. but that from the enlarged fcale on which the 
place had been hitherto carried on, a pecuniary aid was 
requifite to carry it into efFctf*, &c\ and praying fnch relief 
as to the wifdom and public fpirit of the Houfe fliould feeni 
meet, &c. 

dent'd Tarl ten applauded the inftitution, and faid, that 
while fums were voted on fuch piublematical public advantages 
as finding out the longitude, an cilablifhment of fuch. ceitain 
benefit as the Veterinary College claimed the encouragement 
or the Houfe too ftrongiy to be refilled. 

Mr. Fj d'h'is wifhed to be informed, before he voted away 
the public money on the Veterinary College, what was mean¬ 
ing of the word Veterinary was, 

Mr. Smmner faid, he was not able to tell what the etymo¬ 
logy of the word was, though he had looked into federal dtc«* 
tionarics for the purpofe. 1 he general acceptation of i<^ 
however, was a khool lor farriery, an cflablifbment which, to 
fome fljape or other, exited in every country. ^ 

Air. JsUff* l ugge^ed, upon authority from Pliny, that the 
word was acriv*-: no n tbc Latin verb vcho to carry, which by 
various corrnpfon* tell into vcier.nary. > . . 

Alderman Newnbam dccltted his opinion was in favour of 
the petition, anu laid he liioalu not oppofe the gtanting a con- 
fiticiablc fum. 


General 
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■■'Getierdt Sn&ih faid, he did not approve of voting away money 
dft fodh ! ftedder foundation as that before die Houfe in the pre¬ 
fect cate. 


.Mr. Sheridan faid, he always felt as great reluctance as the 
Jbnbnrable gentleman in voting away money; in the prefe.it 
JnftancC, however, he fclt none. Experience muft have foevvh 
every man,, that fdme fuch inilitution was neceffary ; who was 
A that had not feen how fhamcfully that noble animal the 
horfe was tortured by common farriers ? Every man of huma¬ 
nity, be faid, mull feel forrow on reflecting on the various 
abufes and different fpecies of ill-treatment part of the brute 
creation fuffered from the ignorant, the cruel, and the carelcfs. 
The etymology 6f the word he conceived to he of little fig- 
ftifuiation, when the general acceptation of it was fo well 
known by tire Houfe. He hoped, therefore, the petition 
ybould be received. 

. Mr. Francis faid, that if the word was derived from the 
verb vebs, as an honourable gentleman had luggeftcd, it was 
ID fope cafes a mifnomer, and inapplicable to draft horfes. 

Sir TV. Dalien faid, U applied alfo to bullocks, which wer® 
ufed merely for draft. 

The Secretary at JVar faid, that to fatisfy the Houfe, the 
petition did not reft on foch flight authority as was fuggeft- 
ed by General Smith, he would inform him, that it had palled 
under a board of general officers, who ftrongly recommended 


ft. . 

.' The petition was referred to the committee of fupply. 


CURATES- RELIEF BILL. 

Sir JFilliam Scott moved the order of the day for the fecond 
reldirtg of the Bill for the further fupport and maintenance of 
ctrratc* of the church of England. 

* The Speaker rofe, in order to ftatc the grounds on which the 
jtm ftded over when it was Uft difeufied. An objixl had 
then been made upon a conception that it partook of the na- 
fttre off a money Bill, and as fuch could not originate in the 
Lofds, without a breach of the privileges or tire Commons. 
He reminded the Houfe that he gave it as his opinion that it 
did not come under that defcripiion. He had fince given it 
great attention, had carefully examined the journal*, and he 
was confirmed in his former opinion, that the Lords bad a* 
right in this caie to originate fudi a Ldl, as ir was warranted 
by precedent, and no ihiringenunt v" the privileges of the 
Commons. He mentioned a vaiicty of cans m .which the 
Lords cxercifed Che right of introducing clauxs, for payment 
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of money, not a public tax or toll, but as private decif$ofc<jf 
fight. In divor.fce Bills, for inftance, ordering one party 
pay an annuity to the other. The prefent Bfll did not ajf.go 
to levy new taws, tolls, or impofts, or to difpofc of public 
money, but merely enabled a new diftrilmtion of (urns already 
applied by parliament to particular private purposes, vie. the 
benefit of the clergy. The a£l of the nth Queen Aone^ 
which this followed, certainly originated m the Commons j 
but that of the firftof Geo. I. which was much more objec¬ 
tionable than the prefent, originated ip the lords; and though 
it underwent long difeuflion in the Commons on the principle 
of it, not a word of objection was made on the feore of breads 
of privilege. He concluded with alluring the Houle of hi* 
convi&ton that this Bill, having originated in the other Houle, 
was no encroachment on a privilege, which the Commons 
always had preferved with particular care, .and which they 
ought ever to maintain with unabating firmnds, that of ihtf 
controul of the public purfe. 

Mr. Martin declared be was futisfied with the explanation 
from the chair, as he highly approved the principle df the 
Bill, which had for its objeft the relief of men who wereen-. 
titled to every attention. I he difference between them and 
re&ors, in point of emolument, was great and difproportion- 
ate; he milled therefore, that no further objection would btt 
made to a juft provifion for curates being ena&ed. ' 

General Smith after a variety of obfcrvatiotis eJcpreffed 9 
wilh, that no perfon polfefling a benefice of 100I. a year, 
fliould receive any benefit from this provifion. ' - 


Mr. Hujfey objected to the Speaker’s, leaving the chair % 
be bowed to the Speaker’s authority, he could not, how¬ 
ever, but declare that none of the cafes cited appeared to him 
to juftify the prefent inftance. In adultery, the money was 
granted on fpecial circumftances; whereas by this Bill a 
general power was given to one deferiptioh of men to tax 
another. He thought it dangerous to fuffer any encroach¬ 
ment on their privileges, becaufe the fullering one tp pa fr' 
would open the door to many more. A 

The Speaker piopofcd that the Aft of the iftof Geo I, 
from which the prelent Bill derived fhould be read. It Was 


read accordingly. 

Mr. JoeLlrell made fome obfervations upon the laft claufif 
efripowering bilhops arbitrarily to nominate and liccnfc curates, 
without the confent of re&ors, This, he conlidered as a preit 
hkriUhin ',' it Would he faid make the curate entirely ind©^ 
p’ehddtt bf the redor, and dependent on the bilheo or oedi- 

nary 
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Utyy nominating and ticcnfmg him : it would create an *in- 
lienee ntot merely inconvenient, but dangerous to the liber- 
iftrt of this country. It was in faft, departing from the prin¬ 
ciple of the Bill, namely, that of ameliorating the circum- 
{jbwees of the inferior clergy. He hoped, therefore, that an 
^cbjed fo deiirable might be obtained by left exceptionable 
"paeans. 

* The Speaker informed the honourable member, that if he 
meant his obje&ions to operate agamft the whole of the Bill, 
he was formal in then prefling them ; but if he merely ob- 
'je&ed agairtft particular chafes, he ought to referve hiraftlf 
for the committee. 

Mr. 'Jaddrell faid, he did not wifh to oppofe the avowed 
principle of the Bill; he w’as.iwaie that many of his objec- 
' tions might be cured in the committee. But the laft claufe 
4 which gave fuch arbitrary power to bifhops, he wifhed to be 
: entirely expunged. 

1 The Chancellor cf the Ex heq’ter faiJ, that the Lift claufe 
was entirely unconnected with the principle of the Bill j end 
1 bend, with fubmiflion to the honourable gentleman, he ought 
to fpare himfi lf for the committee. 

Mr. ^dWrri/perfifti d in his former aflertions. Upon which 
The Speaker remark.! J to him, th-t as his objections did 
not go to the whole of t ic Bill, he was rather irregular. 

The qticftion then being put, “ that the Spcaktr leave the 
4 Cfhtir,” 

Mr. HttJJty objefled, on the ground that the B.il was tom- 
/-pktely in its nature a tax Bill, it went to take property from 
* fi 9in6 Ascription of pertons, and to transfer it to another • for 
"thi* no precedents, he contended, wire adduced; and hence, 
Ike Aid, he would oppofe the Bill in ail its ibges. 

The Chanctlhr cf the ExJtquer contended agimft thebo- 
~ isoureble gcirleman, that the Bd. was u.crdy tor tne diftnbu- 
tion of an exiftmg fund of a pm ate and particular nature. 
Jf the Houle of Lords were permuted to l r ng in a Bill for the 
' Appropriation of firft fruit-. and tenths, it KiM.nly was no 
way improper for the preient mcalurc to originate with the 
Lords.. 

This was actually the cafe; for, by the flatutc of Qucsn 
Anne, the fuft fruits and tithes, which bdoiewcic part of 
the public revenue, were appiopmted to the clergy. 1 hcrc- 
fore the.fund became of the nature of private property. " 

Mr. Ftancis wifhcd <o know, if the Houl*- w«s difpofirtg'fas 
it werej.of the property of one dtftnpuon of men, and allott¬ 
ing it to another ? 


The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer fa id, that tbeAWaOwnUlttl 
fund had been transferred hy ibe ciown to this clergy, «.W- 
oame of the nature of ptivate propeit) : but as it came frgijl 
the laity to fupport the cleigy, paihamcnt d^re yuft.fied in 
regulating it. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne agreed with the Chancellor of tHe 
Exchequer, but in the committee he laid he would endea* 
vour to prefs points which appeared to him to be of fame im¬ 
portance. 

Lei cl William Rn/ell declared he approved of the principle 
of inert afing the ftipendof the cuiaic , but Was agatnft giving 
ana’-bitnry power to bifhops. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, he prefumed the n^b'.e lord’s ob- 
jeftion was to the lutl claufe, which was unconnected with 
the punctple of the Bill, thciefore he could not fairly objedk 
to going into the committee, whr rc a remedy might be appued. 

$n William Scoi f 1 i.d, the noSk lord <aught to point out tbs 
claufes he obj (fled to, and argued on the guieui convenience 
and advantH'eol fuch a meafure. 

General Sm>ih, though he difappro/ed of fome provi£ofl| is 
the B II, w ifhed it to go into a cotnrairee. 

Mr. JjJ I' ell adduced the precedent of a 13.11 for the better 
payment of thurch and poor rates, which, .<\ 1678, had been 
rtjefh 1 b’Cjufe it originated in the lo.ds. 

f he Sjtaker obferved, that a regulation refpeflmg poor 
rates, in . nv way, was of a public nature and to all intents 
and purp ifes a money Bill; and hence that Bill was diijtrent 
from the prefent one. He afTureJ the Houle he had confuted 
the but law autherities in this country; and bad colle&ed all 
the information which the journals of the Hon'd could fljp- 
ply him with on the qucftion, before he luggeltcd hit lgn~ 
timcnt . 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a comirLtce, Mr, ffo- 
bart in the chair 

Mr. JeJurdl willed to introduce an amendment for pro¬ 
portioning the ftipend of the cm ate to the income ot, the 
r.*£lnr, which aficr coufuierible debate wis negatived. 

Mr It tiLeifor,e lubmn cd aoo’her .imenJme it, for extend¬ 
ing the ft pend <t the tunc beyond 75!. a year (uiftated irt 
the diuft), to onc-fixti of the exeds of the income abovti 
450I per annum, when it exceeded that ium. Oa tins the 
Houfe divided. 

Ayes , (for the Amendment) 

£foes } (Agamftit,) 

Majority 

3 A 
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^Thc other proviftons were agreed to, after a can version 
of>inuch length* till the Houfe proceeded toihe Jail,* namely, 
the claufe for extending the power of bilhops to nominate and 
licence curates, Sec . 

Serjeant Adair faid, he wifhed on that claufe to prefs his 
ideas at large; and fuggetted the convenience of doing foon 
the report. 

General Smith then moved, that the chairman report pro- 
grefs; which, after feme convention acrofs the table, was 
agcced to, See. and the commitcte ordered to lit again on 
TiHuiday the 5th infant. 

, <2*MXERS. 

On Mr. Scr)earrt Adair’s motion for the commitment of 
the Bijl for the Relief, &c. of the people called Quakers, being 

read. 

Sir ff'm. Dolven fiigseficd the idea of Jeferring the com¬ 
mittee for a more full attendance of the Houfe. 

Mr. Strjfant /> n:r, alter exprefling a wifli that tre Bill 
might ( be (patched th ough the Houfe, left !t ilioulti be loft 
from the iaienefs of me fcflio.i, agreed to defer the committee 
till Monday next, which was accordingly ordered. 


SLAVE CARRYING BILL. 

Sir IVm. DcJfim moved the commitment of Inc Biil, which, 
after a/bur convex iar ion, was poftpuned to Monday next. 

XEWsPAPHR PILL. 

Mf- Barnard moved, that ft'e Houfe rt olvc itfelf. into rr 
committee on the l 5 ;il for reguLting me conveyance of ncwl- 
paper'. 

Mr. Dert and Gcrera ' Staid exprc/icJ ihsm&vcs unfriendr, 
to the principle id the Kill. 

After a ftw word-, me committee wa-% deferred to that day 
week.— Ajuurncd. 


* „ HOUSK OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, May 4. 

Heafd counfcl on a c.iufc wherein the right honourable Lord 
Yifcount Dudley and Ward was appellant, and Anna Marik 
-Ward and o f hcrs were xefpondents. After which their lord- 
ftiips ordered the decree to he u/Turned, and that it be referred 
tq tne matler, to whom the caufc was originally refened, to 
taxahe coils of <»ll the parties in this appej in the fame man¬ 
ner as if the caule was determined by the decree, &c, 

Oa 
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. . „ - r v * ; . ‘ 

Mur J.} ' « WOODPAli/S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. -f6| 

• * m ' f 

On the motion of the Lord Chancellor, read fonxeof idle: 
Bills upon the table, and adjourned. • ♦: 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, May 4. 

The Speaker counted the members prelent at four o'clock, 
,ind there being only 29, an adjournment took place of courfe. 

Mr. Alderman Lujhwgtzn moved, that the report of the * 
committee appointee to confider the Turnpike Bill be received 
on Monday. . ; 

The Alafitr of the Roils alk' k d whether a Bil! was to be 
brought m upon the repor tin - kill n ? 

Mr. Alderman Lufnlr^tvn replied in the affirmative.—Of¬ 
fered. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, Mu* •>. 

Smith moved fora new \v r u to he iilu?d fort mem* 
of pailiatDCut to rrprelent the city of Lmco.n, in the room 
wfjohii Fenton Cawthorne, Eli]. expelled. 


GENERAL INCLOSURE. 

Sit y ^Mthilr f.iid, from the recommendation of various 
gentlemen who were fivnds to the Bdi, he was induced to 
jvflponc it nil ano'Iier fcllion, as the molt jikc!y#mcar.$ of,.- 
ft_ndc;in" it fuccrfstui* 

'I he older lor ics commitment was therefore difeharred. 

a 

WINE DUTY BILL. 

Previously to fhc Houle rcf.)u:ig ttfelf into a committee on * 
the above Bill. 

Mr. (trey fa id, he felt incumbent on him to mention to the 
Home, fomc particulars which had come to his k owle 
rcfpev ling the con mil of revenue officers, in the made of col* 
Jc£hr.g the ddduion.il duties ufOi wine. lie canceled there 
was no authority whatever, of fulfil ient poirr, Ug;dly to en* 
force the payments of duties about to be levied bv an act cf 
parliament, until fuen act had palled into law, vet he was in* 
•formed, and from good auth :ity, that upon the arrival at 
Leith of the fliip Peggy belonging to Mi. Murray, ladcu 
with Span!Ci wines, the additional duty upon one ton of Poit 
had been demanded and paid ; he hnd a ho received a letter 
iroin Mr. Coats of Briftol, rmni totting that a innilar circym- 

3 A 2 ftarce 
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.Hance had happened there, where twenty eight gallop of 
rf 8pamih wine, belonging to Him* had been itopped in thc/ame 
' fanner. If fucb circumftances had occurred, they certainly 
> rieljsmd the ferjous attention of the Houfe, as no man could 
deny that they Were unjuftifiahle in the higheft degree. He 
*' thought it perfectly right that Bills, in fome infhnces, fhould 
. have a retrofpc&ive view, it was nevertheless highly danger¬ 
ous to the principles of the confutation, and the liberty ol the 
4 iibjc&, -for that retrofpedUon to operate previous to the Bill 
keing pafied \ it war, in fait introducing a precedent which 
might be made ufe of as an argument to juftily a nmnifter in 
fteing the country, by his mere perfonal authority, it was a 
^ grievance that called out for animaJverfion, and hv could not 
~ forbear flating jt to the Houfe. He laid, he had obferved with 


deep concern latitude in which ininiilers had indulged 
themfclves cf late in d fpcnfsng with the laws of the country, 
and it certainly was the incumbent duty of the Houfe of 
Commons to iVatch their conduft with a jealous eye, and not 
IWTer its p^ivilc^es dr authorny to be uurptd by the mere 
a&cf a n.inifkr. or their conftituents to be talced by a power 
Jcfs than an a St of parliament. 


Mr. Rofc laid, it was i.i* duty to reply to what had been 
Hated by the honourable gent email. He did not mean to 
queftion the truth of what he had afler’ed ; in faci he knew not 
whether ar.y fuch proceedings had taken place 9 it they had, 
* be could afVure the honourable gcniltn.an they were not in 
. cor.f quq£Cc of any order ifiucd from the Trcafury. It was 
pot unlikely that the officers of revenue hau acted as had been 
Hated. It was undoubtedly intended, if the B;il liieuld pais, 
that the duty IhoulJ be levied that way. 

Mr. Gtcy (aid, he would take the honourable gentleman's 
word that no d'ridt ions were iiTucd ; it was ntvc?th< ieis nc- 


ceflary not to allow the duty to be actually levied and received 
before the Bill h-d pa fled. He perceived by the giitureof 
the right honourable gentleman oppofne (1 lie Chamillor of 
the Exchequer) that he treated this fubject lightly, he would 
jlOt however fuffer any precedent of tins kind to be filcm’.y 
tftablifhed, hcraufe he knew how precedents were quoted. 

The Chanct'li.r nf ibe Exchequer laid, he did not mean to 
treat the lubj 11 ligttly ; he only made ufc nf gefture, hccauic 
the honouiable gentleman had brought form an accufaticm 
againlt government in a high and Wrong tone, without ad¬ 
ducing any evidence whatever that government had been to 
blame. 

Mr. Grey replied, that he could not be too vigilant, and if 

the 
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the honourable-gentfeman feU.-fo-fof« upon ***ry queftio* 
that *fFe£M fti«n, *hr beft remedy would be, for the tacfcifeto 
come to a v«*t> at once of total inde; unification. lV *«f|' 
General Smith laid, it the Chancellor of the Excheqt» 3 ha 4 
attended to the cancid maimer , in which the honourablesgeti* 
tleman h*d mentioned the bufmefs, he would not have an- 
fwertd him with fo much acrimony. • ** 

Mr. Sheridan cxprdLd hi$ furpr.fe, that the chantfeKor of 
the exchequer (hould take umbrage at his honourable friend'* 
hi"h and lofty tones; it was a mode of fpecch the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman often made ufe of himfed*, and wa» 
perlc&ly competent lo ani'wer his honourable friehdiwtfcfe fame 
way; he, however, (uppofed ihe chancellor of the exchequer 
had a patent for monopoly of high and lofty rnnc*; : -‘aiJd con¬ 
ceived tr>at any perlon who (hou'd prefume to m«*ke ufe of 
them befides himlelf, was gu Ity of an infringement 1 ? of hi* 
cxcluiive right. Mr. Sheridan reprobated the procedure of 
which his honourable friend had complained. He raid; he had 
no doubt of the facts: he had rcce ved information from Nor¬ 
wich of a fimilar circumftance. Ir was evident it could nut he 
done without the order and connivance of miniflei*. . It was 
not the hi ft time complaints had been made; if the revenue 
officers had been reptimandeJ, they would not have given caufe 
for a fecund complaint; their not receiving any intimation 
from their fuperiors to d.fift, was imphediy urging them to 9 
repetition of their unjuflifiab.e conduil, the blame ot the traq- 
faction therelorc attached to minifters and to no other perfons. 
Mr. Sheridan adverted to a charge that had been brought 
againft him, of wifhing to extend cne excife laws ; he believ¬ 
ed he was one of the laft men againft whom fuch a charge 
could with tiuth be alledgcd. lie had ftated it as bi^ opinion, 
that the Bill in qudtion fhould have contained a claufe, by 
which the flock of private gentlemen, l-giflators as well as 
others, fhcmld be taken and made liable io me tax ; and he ftitt 

" i 

pern (ted in that opinion; he thought it peculiarly hard, that 
the man of propelty, and ihe member of parliament, whofe 
fortune enabled him to lay in a large dock, fhould have it tq ' 
his power to drink wine at a iate infinitely cheaper thjm 
the reft of me community, who only purchtffed a fuf**’ 
ficient quantity of temporary confumpuun. As to the drf-v 
ficulty which was urged againft taking ihe ftock of private irv- , 
cJmou<iis he conceived none cxifted. it government thought * 
fit to call on every houfekeeper 10 fign a ceitificate whether hit l ! 
maid fervant had worn powder or not, he faw uoreaion why ' 
he lhould not in the lame manner be called upon to certify ? 

wiwaL' 
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what his flock of wine w*$. that the new duty might take 
place upon it, as it would afford a greater addition to the reve¬ 
nue* and produce a greater equality in the tax. Notwkh- 
ftancfmg be fincerely wilhed to fee the excifeman entering the 
cellars of the legiflators themfelves, as well as every dealer, for 
the purpofe of obliging them to pay the additional duty upon 
their flock in hand* he held his enmity to every cxtenfton of 
‘the excite laws. With refpefl to taxing the article of wine 
to that exenc as almoft to amount to a prohibition from ufing 
it, he had a flrong objection. Such a fyftem would defeat its 
own end* as few, comparatively fpcakinj, would drink wine 
at the advanced price. When the Bill went into the com¬ 
mittee, he intimated, that he fhould propofe two amendments, 
one for taking the llock of private peifons, and the other for in- 
iertihg in the blank for the commencement of the operation of 
the tax, the 17th or July. 

Mr. Buxton rofc to exprefs his difapprobation of the entry of 
any excite officer into a private houfe. 

* Mr. Sheridan repeated, that it was folelyhis wifh that a re¬ 
turn of the quantity of (lore wines lliould be made in the 
manner a^the returns ot the afici&J taxes. 

The houle then went into a committe on the Bill, when, 
upon the quefiion being pur, that the tax (hould commence 
on the i 7th day of April, 1796. 

Mr. ShcrhUtn eppofed it, conceiving that it would bear hard 
on the traders who had laid in a flock, under the preiumpuoo 
of felling it at a certain price. To elucidate tilts argument, 
ht put the cafe that a duty of fivs (hillings a bottle bad been 
laid on ^lit that cafe it amounted, he laid, to a prohibition ; and 
the traders who had laid in a dock, would be deprived of an 
opportunity of difpofmg of it. As tar as the prefuu extended, 
from bqing fuddenly impofed, and bearing a rctrolpect, it had 
the faitie effect, and proceeded on the fame principle. He 
contended that a reasonable notice lliould be g ; ven, that the 
trade might difpofe of their llock in hand, or continue in bufi- 
nefs atiheir own option. He therefore moved, in amendment, 
that the blank be filled with a profpe&ive date, to make the 
Bill commence in July. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid it was fomewhat incon- 
fidenc in the honourable gentleman that he (hould propofe this 
regulation, when he originally brought forward a | lan to tax 
the private (lock on hard; if his prefent ideas were to be 
adopted, the effedt would be to transfer the ltock in the tra¬ 
der's cellar, to the cellar of the individual, and unlcls it were 
%axed ip that date, .the Bill would be ineffectual and unproduc¬ 
tive 
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tive for a long period. As a regulation of finance, 
ahfurd to think that government wouid ever proceed drfai, 4 
principle analogous to a prohibition, as it would defeat its own 
objeft. Admitting, which was by no means certain, that a 
tax of five (hillings a bottle would be a prohibition, it 
was an effect dependent wholly on the degrees of the 
tax, and would have no application to the quantum at 
prefent impofed —— Was it to be contended, that * no 
tax fhould be impoled without including in its regulations the 
means of rendering it completely abortive? Far from falfirig^ 
hard on the merchant or trader each would fuffer no injury , 
by the prefent Bill, becaufe it was propofcd, that they (hould 
pay the duty by inflallmems, and they would have an oppor-. 
tunity oflaying the tax on the confumer as he fold it, and as , 
he vvould no: be liable to be called upon to advance the fum it 
would make no difference 10 him. Suppoling he had not a 
flock by him he muft import ic under precifely the fame cif- 
cumttances. For thefe reafons, he fliould oppofe the amend* 
menr, and vote for the original period of its commenccmfbr. 

Mr. Sb rulan faid, that he ft ill retained his opinion of the 
propriety of applying the tax to the flock in private cdffars* 
and meant to p*opofe a claufc to that effV&, by admitting the 
trader to di-oofe of .ill his flock for the price in the expe&ation 
of which he was induced to lay it in* an option would be 
given, to wnieh he had a right, of continuing in the trade 
'under the new regulation or not. 

The queflion on the amendment was then put and negatived, 
aft/r wnieh the original tiafe (17th of April,) was agreed .to/] 
inferred 

The otner vl iufes of the Bill then patted the committee, and 
the report was ordered to be received to-morrow. 


REAL SUCCESSION TAX. 

Tbs Chancellor cf toe Exchequer moved that the real fuc- 
cciTion ta •. Bill ihouUI be recommitted. . .. • 

Mr. Rcfiteigb faid, that this tax was liable to the feme ob¬ 
jections which he had urged againfl the perfonal iucceifion tax 
Bill. It paid no regard to the different values of the lives of 
perfons on whom lucceflion devolved. Confiderable difficulty * 
appealed to him likely to arife in levying the tax upon mines-' 
• ?! id tiihcrich, upon me wnolc therefore, he faid, he was de¬ 
cidedly agaiml it. He concluded with propofing as an amend¬ 
ment chat, initcad of the Bill being now recommitted, that it- 
be recommitted this day three months. 

Mr. Fox rofe to oppofe this ftage of the Bill, and declared 
that he did li> upon two grounds; fuft, the novelty of the 

principle, 
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ft * tax upon capital; and feeondly the iniquity of 
the application. It was afyftem which if aclc-d upon in the. 
e 3 ttent to which the principle might be carried (and he ad¬ 
mitted the preferrt iriftsnecto be only a flight degree) would 
enable the flate to feize upon the whole property of the coun¬ 
try. Of all the fhapes m which defpotifm had ever exifled, 
that, in his opinion, was the hijrheft, which rendered the 
fotrereign heir to the whole capita! of the country. This he 
admitted the prefent Bill did to a very limited degree ; but if 
the principle was onte adopted, the progrefs was ea fy, and it 
VKU impoflible to calculate how far it might be extended. 
From brothers and relations in a collateral line, it might in 
time reach to children, and Trom four or five per cent, the tax 
might be increafed to ten or twelve. This was his principal 
«bjc£tion to the Rill. He had another, however, grounded 
wppn the particular hardfhip which would in certain cafes at¬ 
tend its operations. In cafrsof marriage fentlcment, children 
werqmoft frequently the objects for whom proviflon was made, 
but lometimes collateral relations had an interefi in the fettle- 
menf. A cafe of that kind had come under Ins own expcii- 
•. ence. In cafe of the death of his nephew, Lord Holland, he 
was to fuccced to the eftates of his elder brother, by an article 
in the marriage fertlements. As it happened, he had not given 
any confideratron for the contingent benefit of this fttdement, 
pe might, however, have paid his brother fome confideraticn 
.Vfgrit, and in this cafe, were the tax to attach upon thispro- 
i’.ftertVj contra & would be violated, bccaulc he would not 
^weittve the value of it in the fame circumftunccs in which it 
,$ood when he concluded the bargain. On theft grounds he 
fesebnded the amendment. 

The Q)i>tiallor of the Exchequer faid, he flattered himfejf that 
.. he fhould have no great difficulty m obviating the objections 
which had been fhiea againft the Bill. The principle h..d 
been already recognized in the perfonal fueceffion *ax, and alfo 
in the duty formerly exi fling upon legacies. The Bill only 
altered the degree and regulated the mode of levying it. It 
had been urged that it would fwallow up the whole landed 
capital of the country ; he contended that it nad no fuch ten¬ 
dency, and that it would have no fuch operation. Thi-, like 
many other queftions, wds only a quefbun of degree, and the 
objection, which, in reality was very limited in its force, was 
jflated as poiTefling unbounded weight. It had been iLtcd alio 
.that the tax might be paid feveral times over. This £ouid 
jnot be done by the fame perfons ; nor was it likely, tjut it 
could b: done by the fame efface, when the chancy f din£t 

fuC' 
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Cicceffion were fairly calculated. In no cafe, however, wb%. , 
it a tax upon the capital, nor would it ever diminifh the r«*| 
value of thp eftatc, becaufc the tax was of fuch a nature thatk 
could eafilybe paid by the occupier in the courfe of the fop* 
fir ft years after his fucceffion to it. As to its aflfeCting con-'' 
traCts formerly made, it could have no fuch tendency ; and in 
the cafe particularly mentioned by the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, in which he was pej tonally concerned, the tax would 
not attach at all. He hoped therefore that the Houfe would 
agree to the Bill going into a committee. 

Mr. Greyi. aid, he had formerly dated this to be in reality a 
tax upon land, and that too of the worft fpecies ; he inflfted 
that the Bill propofed a partial and bad mode of levying a land 
tax. The honourable gentleman had faid, that it was not a tax 
Upon the landed capital, hut upon the landed income. Why, 
then, did he not lay itdireCtiy upon tliofe in exiftence, and not 
upon poflerity—a fyftcrn of taxation which had been pdopted 
on fulfe principles, and had contributed more than any other 
caufc whatever to increafe the national debt ? Mr. Grey con¬ 
tended, that it was to all intents and purpofes, a tax upon the 
landed capital, and that it could not, in moft inftances, be paid 
by annual instalments, as had been reprefented. In this opi¬ 
nion he was confirmed bv the circumftancc of the general want 
of money among landed proprietors, for men of landed pro-, 
perty rarely left ready money ; on the contrary they were often 
incumbered, and in addition to thefe incumbrances came this 
tax, which would reduce the heir to the necefiity of making 
new mortgages to difeharge it. He would wiih to know 
whether an heir of intail would be permitted to borrow - f and 
if he was not, would not the effect of this tax involve him in 
cmbarrallmcms which he would he unable to acquit ? He ob¬ 
jected, chiefly, however, to the principle of the Bill, which he 
denied to have been functioned by the duties on legacies. A 
tax upon the capital of any country, could not fail to hurt its 
profperity, and the difeoverty of the ftate of propery to which 
the levying of the tax would neceflarily lead, would in fbme 
cafes be found to be impoffible, and in every cafe would prove 
a fource of vexation, and from the neccffity of the interferrence 
ot the revenue officers might become an inltrumcnr of influence 
to a miuifter over the landed gentlemen. 

Tbs Attorney General admitted the importance of the mea- 
fure propofed by the Bili, and the difficulties attending it, but 
he owned, he did not fee that the objections urged againft the 
principle, applied to the principle as it was in the Bill reduced 
to practice. He repeated what had been faid by his honourable 
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friend, that it was not a tax upon capital. It was indeed a tax* 
vfton the produce of land, but it could not be called a land taiV 
in the proper acceptation of the word. The difcovery of the 
ftite of a man’s affairs was not of the dangerous tendency, 
nor could be ufed to the improper purpofes alluded to it ; was 
no greater difcovery, nor fu much, as was made by the public^ 
regifters of every county. 

Mr. Jekyll i aid, there certainly was fome inconfiftency in 
the arguments of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and thofe 
of his learned friend, for the one faid that this was no tax upon 
land, the other confeflcd that in fome meafure it had that effect. 
This tax would operate as a rax upon land, and if the extraor¬ 
dinary expences of a ruinous war rendered it neceflary to refort 
to new kinds of taxes, he would like to know whether the land¬ 
ed gentlemen would have confented to a direct increafe of the 
land tax. Wirh regard to the difcovery that would take place, 
it Would evidently he attended with every circumftance of 
publicity. It was like fending commifiioners of bankruptcy 
to folyent perfons, and raking an account of all they were worth 
and all they owed. Moni'trous expences required monltxous 
expedients to fupport them, and fuch was the nature of the 
refourccs to which the country was driven. 

Sir JViUirtn Pultency faid, he thought this tax exceptionable 
It was a diredt tax upon capital, in a degree, indeed, not very 
fevere, but fuch as would readily be increafed, when it was 
thought convenient or neceflary. In Holland, he believed, 
perfonal fucceflion only was taxed, but at any rate it by no 
means followed that it fhould be adopted in this country, be • 
caufc it had prevailed in Holland, where the fourccs of revenue 
wferC exhaufted, and the (late felt the utmoft dirficulty in fup- 
porting the public expences. He thought this a worfc mea¬ 
sure that it was not general, and that it was to be paid in the 


four fuff years. It was levying in this time what might be 
put upon ten or twelve years, and, left n man fliould die, making 
(he moft of him immediately. It had been julily laid, that in 
the firft years of a fucceflion, the greateft cxpeuce prevailed, 
and that it was not very probable that the heir would, from his 
faving, be able to difeharge the tax. It would be very hard on 
thofe who fucceeded to fmali eftates to pay the tax, much more 
than on great eftates. Ir was the advantage of the taxes in 
this country that they were optional, or fuppofed to be fo, anti 
therefore fat more lightly. Here however the hardfhip would 
be more felt, bccaufe it was a tax that the perfon fubjccl to it 
was'pclitivcly obliged to pay. Upon the whole he profcflld 
W - himfctf • 
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'tiimfelf adverfe to the Bill, and therefore concurred in tiifi r 
amendment, 

' The Solicitor General defended the Bill upon the fames 
ground as tne attorney genera!. He contended, that in Hol¬ 
land the principle was not confined merely toperfona) property. 
He went into a variety of legal arguments, /hewing the ope* 
ration of thi* Bill, and replying to the objections that had been 
made againft ir. 

Sir IV\ Pulteney explained. 

Mr, Bajlard find, that if there were no other way than by , 
adopting this Bill to avert a national bankruptcy, he might vote 
for it; but not otherwife- He had heard gentlemen fay, that 
the ftate of this country was fuch that they were under the., 
neceflity of voting for whatever taxes were proposed. So , 
long however as a million continued to be annually appro¬ 
priated to the reduCUon of the national debt, we could no^be . 
laid to be in a fituation where we muft vote for every tax that 
fhould be propofed \ it, therefore gave him the Icfs reluftantje, 
in oppofing the tax now propofed, as the twin Bill of this vfc>uld , 
anfwer for as much as was Hared 10 be expected. If landiwas 
to be taxed, he would afk what part of land ? he remembered, 
that, within thefe ten years, within the walls of that Houfe, 
a pledge was given to the public to bring the lands, woods, 
forelts, (cc. of the crown to public ufc ; and yet, after that 
pledge of the Houfe of Commons, thefe very lands and forefts , 
were the only ones that were exempted from the operation of 
this Bill, Hefaid, he could not but lament that gentlemen 
had not ftated the provifions of this Bill, becaufc he was per- 
fuaded they would then fee that nothing could be done that 
would carry the purpofesof the Bill into effect »n many inftan- 
ecs, except the putting the lands that were the objects of the . 
Bill up to fale. It lud been faitl that this was a tax oi <b*fpot-» 
ifm j it was fo in a great meafure. It was a tax alfo from the 
principle of democracy. 

The Solicitor Genera! had faid that a taxon the fame prin¬ 
ciple as this had been adopted by the French government. . It 
was true that tfuy did adopt a meafure of this kind in the de¬ 
mocracy of France, but what was the confcquence ? They pur-,, 
fued it until they had got all the land into their own hands —•• 
The moft manifeft injuftice he was per/uaded would follow 
this Bill in the cafe of Icafehuld eftates. If this Bill /hould 
pafs the management of the land tax muft be put into other 
hands, lor furelv thole who had its prefent management would 
give it up, Wa* any man in that Houfe ready to fry he would 
put ih arbitrary fine upon any man ? This muft be the caufe 

under 
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<undsr the Bill, for how was a perfon accurately to eftimatetthe* 
jraluc of .the iuoereft which each perfon had in an efface which 
was the objc <3 of taxation t This would create ill blood and 
endlefs animoftty all over the country. Mr. Baftard faid, he 
had heard, that a man might be beat into a phylician, but he 
did not know how to make a commiflioner in every cafe under 
this a£l a lawyer, and yet a lawy r he muft be, and a good one 
too, or he. would never underftand how to a»Sl under this Bill, 
for every man muft be aflifled according to his title. The 
• .difference between real and perfonal eft.ue, as this Bill was to 
operate, was very great. This Bill would put down all fa- 
jiuly eftates, in which confederation the conftitution of the 
pountry was materially connected ; for the conftitution of the 
epuntry and the landed intereft went hanc in hand i It the one 
were deftroyed, the other would fall at the fame time. Mens 
Spirit would be broken by the Bill ; for mens fpirits were 
hrcJteu by the extreme prelim e of necelfity. This was the 
re/iult of bad taxes. Men, formerly of independence in the 
CQUU&y* would be brought within the vortex ofthe metropolis, 
adopt its vices, apply to, and become the tools of government 
for a livelihood; a practice much too prevalent at prefent, and 
which our anceftors regarded as the wages of corruption, and 
the grave of their independence. 

Lord Sheffield faid, be thought the Bill odious and prepofter- 
ous. A more partial tax, he infilled, could not be imagined. 
It had been faid, that the funds fttould not be touched, but in 
preference to the prefent tax, he would recommend a ftampoA 
the transfer of ftock. 

Morris Robinfon inveighed againft the principle and 
the provifions of the Bill. 

General Smith contended that the many ftrong appellations 
given at different times to-the convention of France, applied 
to the prefent mealure.. A* the right honourable gentleman 
had thought its condufl worthy of imitation, he fhould not be 
furprifed to fee the lawyers on the other fide of the Houfc re¬ 
commend the odoption of mandats. 

„ Mr. Alderman Newnham reprobated the prefent Bill, which, 
with the tax on collateral fucceflion?, he faid, he had no 
doubt would be found fo odious, thatfomc future adminiftra- 
tion would he obliged to fubmit to their repeal. 

"Mr. Hawkins Browne defended the Bill, contending, that 
ft could not come under the denomination of an act to enforce 
ait Additional land tax. To the latter he had theftrongeft ob¬ 
jection, as he was perfuaded, it would be dangerous in the 
i lilfirfr. ftnee it muft lead to that equality which there was fo 
c .-iu\n much 
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much reatbn to dread. The Houfe was called onin juftuWJ** 
pat's the prefent Bill, as it had the other j and for thefe reaibft* 
he would vote for the re-commitment. ' ' ft 

The Houfe divided on the re-commitment, . j 

Noes , 

Majority , 

The committee then went through the whole of the Bill, 
and made many amendments in it. The queftion being put 
that the chairman Ihould leave the chair. 

General Smith faid, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had been very ill advifed to bring this meafurc forward, for he 
would now diftrefs every family in the kingdom for the paltry 
confederation to the revenue of ioo,oooI. a year. 

The chairman then quitted the chair. The houfe being 
refumed, the report was received immediately, and the furthef 
confideration of it was ordered to ftand for Monday thd ninth 
iuftant, and in the mean time, the Bill, with the amernffiaents, 
was ordered to be printed.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, May 6. 

Received fifteen Bills from the Commons, and read thofe 
«n the table. 

The Earl of Guildford deferred his intended motion tq 4 
future day, of which he faid, he {hould give previous notice. 
-—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

t s . * 

Friday, May 6 . 

MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. ’’ 

Two mafters in Chancery brought down a mefiage frOm the 
Lords, fignifying that their iordfhips had agreed to the hew 
loan bill, without any amendment. : *'-'i 

PUBLIC PAPERS. 

* .* ' • \ 

Mr. Dumlas moved, that the India accounts. No. Fj;2, 
and 14, prdented to thq Houfe, be withdrawn, they being 
found erroneous, and that others be fubflituted in their pj^ce. 
Agreed to. \ >it-< 

Mr. Dundas then prefented to the Houfe, certain papers 

relative 
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relative to the Weft Indies, copies of which, fufficient for the 
.. ufe of the members, were ordered to be primed. 

->• HAY AND STRAW. 

I The Bill for regulating the fale of hay and ftraw, within 
certa.n limits therein mentioned, was read a third time ; but, 
upon the motion of Mr. Ma'nwariug , a claufe by way of 
rider was propnled, which went through a committee, and . 
was ordered to ftand part of the Bill. 

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer in this committee of fupply, 
moved that 146,2001. and upwards, be granted to his majelty, 
for the in-hoeic penfi mers at Chelfea College. The refolu- 
titm was then put and agreed to He then moved for 6000I. 
for another fcrvice, which fum was aifo granted, and (he re¬ 
port was ordered to be brought up next day. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer , in the committee of ways 
and means, moved, mat towards making good the fupply 
granted to his majrfty, the fum of 3,500,0001. be taken from 
the confoiidated fund for that purpote. Report to-morrow. 

WET DCCKS. 

The fecond reading of the Wet Docks Bill ftandingas the 
order of the day, 

Mr. Manning moved, that the order be difeharged, and that 
the Bill be rtad a fecond time on Friday the thirteenth inftanr. 
Agreed to. 

CORN. 

% 

# * • 

Mr. Lechmert faid, as he perceived that gentlemen were 
wiftniJg with ereat anxiety for the motion which his honour¬ 
able fuend Mr. Grey was to make, he fhould once more de¬ 
ficit the motion which he had intended to bring forward re- 
fpdCHng corn and flour. At the fame time, he could not but 
t?ke that opportunity of declaring, that the objeft of his own 
motion was as confidcrable and important to the public as any 
that could come before the houfe j in order, however, to com¬ 
ply, with the high expectation of gentlemen for the difeuflion 
of another fubject, he fhould for the prdent poftpone his mo¬ 
tion. 1 ' 

The committee on the high price of corn was then deferred 
until/.Vvednefday the eleventh inftant. 
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The Bill for rewarding and encouraging perfons making 
ufcful difcovery in the longitude, went through a committee 
of the whole Houle, and the report was ordered to be brought 

up on Monday the ninth inftant. 

% 

IMPEACHMENT OF THE CONDUCT OF MINISTERS. • , 

- Mr. Grey faid, that to thofe who reflefted upon the unex¬ 
ampled power which the prcfent minifters poflelFed, and the 
little difpofitio’i the Houfe difcovered to inquire into any part 
of their condudt; an ■i that on the contrary, the Houfe mam- 
fcftcd a difpofition of the inoft unlimited confidence, it mig'-t 
appear a vain endeavour to bring againft them any charge of 
mal-adminiftraiion, efpecially fucn a charge as would form 
the ground of articles of impeachment.-—Aware as he was of 
thefe difficulties and the little encouragement he had to.fub- 
mit to the Houfe any propositions conveying a cenfure upon 
the conduvff of m ini iters ; nay, defpairing of that concurrence 
which would give it effect, he felt it his duty not to allow the 
Houfe to feparate, with little probability too of again meeting* 
without drawing their attention to a few plain intelligible points 
of the higheft importance. He would call upon them to ex*--* 
mine the public expences, he would demonftrate to them that 
minifters had grofsly mifapplied the money of their conftitu- 
ents, and had been guilty of a flagrant violation of the laws of. 
the land, to conceal which they had laid before the Houfe, an 
account of the diftributions of the various grants, which hp 
would prove to be completely falfe. A minute attention to • 
the public expenditure and accounts, was the moll important 
duty which the Houfe could exercife. The power of the purfc 
was ,the beft fecurity for the liberties of the people, and foe 
Houfe could not allow it to be encroached upon without beavr- 
traying their moft facred truft, and renouncing their iwoftjr 
valuable privilege. Thefe principles he believed would not’, 
be difputcd in argument, and furely the duty was rendered ? 
more important, and the neceflity more urgent, by the mag-: 
nitude of the expence which they had to fuperintend and rox 
controul. It would indeed be a melancholy coafideratioa if* - 
amidft all the influence by which they were overborne, the very 
magnitude of the public expence, crippled the exertions of the" 
conftitutional guardians, and contributed to defeat and to di£*> . 
appoint all inquiry. ; 

If the Houle was aware of this, and was anxioustorniinfaui■> 
the privileges they had received from their anceftors, they 
would, by a proper application of them, confirm the trans¬ 
mitted . 
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miften-right, *nd deliver it entire to their pofterity. He. had 
beard gentlemen, on various occasions, particullrly on the 

S ;& of the game laws, efcprtrefs a determined refoluiion to 
srye that fyftem for which their anceftors had fought and 
, and he hoped that the prefect iftftance would be-felt no. 
Ifefs important, and the principle no kfe rteceflkry. The 
charges that he meant, on this occafion, to bring againft his 
Majefty fnraifters would reduce themfeives to one pUm, fimple, 
intelligent propofrtion, namely, that they ufurped • power to 
beat down arid contravene law, by disregarding grants of the 
idgiflatare, and applying the money fo voted otherwife thsa 
■wai dirctftcd and defigned by the vote. He called therefore 
folemnly on the Houle to declare whether in the plenitude of 
minilltrial authority, they meant to include this difpenftng 
power, which held at nought the injunctions of law, and either 
difobeyed, or adted in oppoiition to them, as opinion or drftgn 
alight fugged ? Such was the matter of charge that he feic 
him felt bound to produce, in its nature fo clear and fignificaot, 
that every man mull underftand it, and feet himfeif corn, 
pel led to admit the concluiion he meant to draw. 

- If they found the mpney of their conftituents mifapplied, 
would they fuffer it to pafs unnoticed ? If they law the law 
openly violated, would they infift upon no fatisfaction? If they 
found the principles of the conftitution outraged, would they 
bxprefs no indignation and demand no atonement ? The in¬ 
stances upon wh:ch he was particularly to dwell, were, feledfed 
froin a great many others which he might have taken up ; but 
be had confined himfeif to thefc on account of their plain nefs 
and fimplicity. They were fuch as all might underftand, and 
•be inferences from them were fuch as all who underftood 


aauft acknowledge. He had not brought forward the inca- 
- parity'minifters had evinced, the failures they; had incurred, 
nor the multiplied difafters, which, in the courfe of a ruinous 
'War, had purffied them. He would not comnoeot upon their 
grofs m&nasageraer.t of the public money where-the applica¬ 
tion was within their diferetion ; but he would confute himfeif 
to three diftitvft charges •—Firft, that minifters had violated 
the oarprefs ftipulations of an a& of parliament called the Ap¬ 
propriation A 6 L, by applying grants to other Cervices than 
thofefor which they were defined and voted. Second, That 
they had prefen ted faife accounts to the Houfe, in order to 
conceal that infraction Of the law. And, laftly, their having 
wiolatQd' another aft brought in fince the right honourable 
ge n ri em an had a feat in ‘parliament, for regulating the office 
uflf’laytmibcr General at the Forces. He requeftod the 
V ijf* H oufc 
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Houfe to attend, that there was an act pailed every fedfan 
afteKthe grants for the ufis of the year were made, bjjr 
which certain fums were appropriated to certain fcrvi(.e% 
and which nuaiders were prohibited to divert to any other 
purpofe. With this folemn ad of pai'wmoot, the Houfe 
finely could not allow mmiflers to JiipenCe. The grants tor 
tne army, the ordnance, the cloathmg, the pay of general and 
ftaff officers, were fubject to the distribution exprefvly pro¬ 
vided in the ad. By a paper upon the table, he would fhew 
rhat in reality the adt had in the inftanc$s enumerated bee|i 
<fo regarded, and that the fums were not applied to the purpofe 
for which they were voted, and in the manmr parliament 
directed. By an account laid before the Houle on the twenty- 
hrft of April, it appeared that the monry tilucd tor the doath- 
ing of the army, was not applied to that purpofe, and than 
there was due to fevers] colonels or commanding officers qf 
his Majcfty’s force?, the fum of 644,106!. 7?. 6d. for net offi* 
reckoning? and cloathing for the years of 1794 aud 1795, and 
tht fum of 146,000!. 12s. 4 d. to general and ftxff officers, 
for 1793, 1794, and 1795, and the (urn of 34,313!. 13. 3d. 
to governors and lieutenant gove r nors for the years 1794 and 
I795, though tbcfr fums were flnctly appropriated byjuStqf 
parliament. It alfo appeared from the account alluded to, 
that the fum of 31,0561 3d. due to the general and ftaff of¬ 
ficer* of his Majelfy's forces, for the year 1794, was paid out 
of the grants nude for the year 1796. There, he (aid, was 
the Adt of Appropriation 1 Jet the Houfe read it, and there 
alfo weie the accounts, which nttniftirs themfelves had laid 
on the table, let them read them, and then compare one with 
the other. 

Much as mmifters were accuftomed to explanation and .ex- 
rule, he could not but concc.ve that it would be difficult to 
anfwer the imputation arifing from thofe f* 3 s, which.coujd 
not be difpooeth which were before **hcm upon record, a*»d 
upon their table. Under rhefe circuqiftances, the houfe 
would not, he thought, he fop® fatnhed, or put up with vague 
explanation and trivial excufc. It was a diieS and glaring 
breach of law, proved by documents produced by thofe agaiilit 
whom the charge was made. No f(>ccies of convenience could 
furcly be admitted as an adequate excufc, nothing lef$ ihaqan 
imperious ncreffity would amount to foch a defence noriftp. 
der the prelunt cii cuieftances, would that amount to a -junifi¬ 
cation ; even fuppofing they ware influenced by that < over¬ 
ruling authority, they ware us duty hound to cams as eat ly as 
it was in their power to the houfe, and date the jmctsffity by 
Vol. IV. 1796. 3C which 
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which they had been impelled, and bad afked for a bill of in¬ 
demnity. Such m common fair dealing, if any ncoeffity 
itally exifted, was the candttd.rhat the houfe had'a right to 
expetSi, and the cnnflitution, by fuch a deportment, would not 
have fuffercd the violation it had experienced. On the con¬ 
trary, how, ifi had mintfters adted on the occafion ? They 
had endeavouied to conceal the mfta&ton of law by deceiving 
the houfe } and by a falfe account, calculated to impofe, they 
had increafed, inflead ol dimmtfhing, the cnornuty of the 
original offence, the wilful inflation of a pofitiye law. It 
might be faid in defence, that all former administrations bed 
followed the pra&ice, and that they were juftified by uniform 
precedent. That the pernicious practice of extending the 
public cxpcnce beyound thr fums voted upon cfhmate, had 
fometimes prevailed, was true, but notnmg without the re- 
prehenhon of pai Lament, In the vear 1711, »n Queen 
Anne's time, by a refutation ol thi Houfe of Commons, a 
practice ol the prtfent nature was reprobated as an invaLon 
ofthe rights of the Houfe and expidsly condemned by the 
Houle, nor could the act of appropriation be at ail icconcilcd 
with the authority of a practice that it was cxpreisly intended 
to prevent. 

It was faid, however, that extraordinarics were unavoid¬ 
able, but if the propofit on was admitted, it was to ta quaffed 
by the degree in which they were really nectflajy. W hen 
a fair account of paft expcnccs was Hated, and a tolerable elb- 
trate formed of luture feivicrs, the neceibty of cxtraoi Jinane- 
would ms gteat mcafure be fupertedvd. lie would afk, 
whether the mimiter, to whom the Houfe wa» fo unbounded!; 
liberal in granting lupplies, with a vote of credit to the e* 
tent of 2,500,0001. might not have made fuch an eftimate of 
the demands of the patWtc fcrvice, as would have It ft l.ttle 
'beuhfwetvd by extraordinary expences ? The fum required 
far exttaordiaaries was’not only m iticlf neceflauiiy lim.ttd bv 
thr degree in which good management and prudent foieilght 
wouta require it, btft alfo by the precedents of former times. 

In the leign of Queen Anne, when the army was conduced 
by a perfbnnot mut h drftinguifhed for oeconomy, and with >1 
continental war wide and ex pen five, the extraordnuries icaice 
exceeded the fum of aoo.oocl. might he not then afk if the 
practice of extravagant chargee on the head of extraordinanes 
hhrfwbt extended of late without the content of parli uncut 7 
> A jpfcrtbn of high cncdit (Mr. Hattell) coolly receding upon 
'the fubjedb m his eiofet, Jaya, in bis book of precedents, that 
during the American war nothing could exceed the negligence 

or 
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<f the Iloufein not limiting the fums charged undei* the head 
^f-extraordinaries. Yet, however, refpeiiahle this authority 
migWvbe, he could produce ftill higher, that of the r< port of 
the comoiltlees of the Houfc appointed to inveftigate the pub¬ 
lic accounts. In 1781 the committee ftat“d the fums for ex- 
traorditiaries as extravagant beyond neceffity, And comparing 
the different cirasmftancMofboth periods, there was nothing 
in theprefent that could require a higher fum for extraordinary 
fervices. But the practice of charging extravagant fum* on 
this head was arraigned by tbe honourable gentleman himfelf 
at the end of the American war with the uimoft feverity ; yet 
now hi* adherents were fain to defend him upon thofe prece¬ 
dents which he had fo vehemently reprobated, the extravagance 
of which had been fo far furpafied during his adminiftration. 
A defence like litis, however, would little avail the Houfe: 
a minifter who was ufhered into the condmfl of public affairs 
as the hope of the nation, as the reformer of ahufes, as the 
declared foe of the fyftcm to winch he fuccecdedl It was faid 
that money muft fo.netimcs be tak:n from the eft i mated fer- 
\ ic'’<, to be applied to urgent fervices. This juftification, 
however, only amounted to this, that when money waS to be 
diverted, it was neceflary to come forward and apply, to the 
arrears lb incurred, the extraordinaries of the next year. But, 
indie prefent in fiance, theoiiguul deviation from the rule 
had nor been atoned for even in this manner; as it appealed 
itom the account on the table, that great fums were (till due 
to general and ftaff-officers and governors of gam Tons, for the 
year f'94. Upon the principle of the juftification p’raded, 
thefe fums fhould have been defrayed by the exn lordmaries of 
of next }c.u. It was to be feen, likewise, whether the fame 
thing had not occurred in the year 1795 By papers upon 
the tabic it appeared, that, up to the 21ft of April, 1796, for 
the quarter preceding, eight millions of the grants of the cur¬ 
rent year had been expended; and ftijl thefe arrears remained 
due up to the prefent period. 

It was in its own nature impoflible to fet up a junification 
to an aft of parliament, made on puipofe to reftram mmiftprs 
in this very inftance-othef than that ot an imperious public ne- 
eefittv; in that cafe, if it had occurred, mimfters were bound 
to come to the houfe, and -lay tbe whole matter before them s 
and if they would allow the neceflity fet up, they wpuld 
follow it with an bf indemnity. From thefe fundamental 
proportions he concluded that the defence fet up, fuppofihg 
it true, neither juftified nor esccufed in the prdentiaftance, 
where no difdofitre of thole ciratipilance* had fefeA made to 
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the houfe, ffotn which, on the. contrary, the fact ,hfc)f had 
befcft t^reftrffyj'conc^aJed, ap^-falte ftatements prefented: anti; 
fd^ ^^ey^iiey every argument ryow, advanced infaWur 

roinffier was as',lorcjbte in lyia, wh?ft"tb* prac- 
i-^SSg'SWis fo ftrphgly tomferrapod by, hior. The-deduce of 
ftfHriftcrs for the nijjfappiication ^ tbe 6^ appropriated by 
'ifa 'tf'fWifmtaut '■ tm not valid, therefor* apon their own 
fpriftciptofor whfelf vtsfon. he.' WtiU> on this bead, fqfeimt 
%tte bOtife the iolfovtittg refobwons: , ».£ f ... • 

s < ftefolvf^ l at jjU times, and ooder 2'l<btWiCiiM&^U‘U y w indif- 

j^cnfibJe duty of tfceHoufe of Cnnunpns vigilantly to Ispfcrifitend^&f^ 
of tbc^^biic J iup««5 r t and<fftf£Ny to inquire into tfie application ‘tit the'gfaim 
fh*db parfUment to the /ervice for which the? have berto vi/tedr ,x * 
Refuivcd IL 4< That,by an attpafl’cd in crciy fcITron Of. parEatnent, thepbriS. 
cular /urns granted" for each fgtrLcular fcrvice. arc fpeeifcd, and the moijtey tftat 
flail be paid into the exchequer is appropriated to theirdifehargej and thjt it is 
flriftJy directed, !h»t fuch aidi and fuppliti Ihfcll noC be ityp|icd £ t6 rfoy vfc, intent, 

or purpofc wharever, other than the ufcj and purposes rflenhvntd in the faid act. 

■ -•« » » 

>• Rrlblvedlll. “ That it appear from an account prcfcnttdto tbb.Hqufc on the 
axft of i.pril, 1796, that tbefam of 644,106], 74* ^d- was then due to thefevo 
colonel* or trtttuaaftdin:: officio of his majefiy's forces, fpr net ofl’-tfeckonmp and 
;cto*th?fcg for the ye*r» 1794 asi 3 J795, although by a£te jpaffcd in X794 and 1795, 
money was grafted *0 dilcharje the fame; rod although the f.ud a&s direft th.it 

■ _ l> ™v * 

tfiie Theory fo granted /hall be opiicdm difcliargc of the fame, and sot others-d‘e. 

Revived IV. ** Thu it appears fion\ ai account prefcoted to this Hoqfe on 
the alii of April, 1796, that the fam of 146,900!. ias. 46. hrrow doe to the 
l^neril and ftaffefricusjijf his raajeffy'f forc^ffortbc y*aw 179$, lyi^'anti *795, 
although by 46b paffiui is the£ud yt&r% mpxttf ifm granted fbt p igment r.f the 
feid fvtn j and Although the laid that thefa »3 maisey fo granted be 

i&fj-W *4 di/uhaijge oj\tbe laid fiwn, and sot vfh&tjKt *' 1 * " 

Rcijoltsed y: a That it appears from an account prbfehtfcf td thk Hoofc on dc 
tecestyr^irft of .April, ,17^1, that th^fein of 34>3^^*V* V- doc to the 

fexeral gwnwrs, lieutattStgoretisofs, Kid Mhtt officer! oifhie n^fty^foncs and 
fet-iOwatifitife^'partr.beyood t^e: <e«M for thi yta|i'1^794and 1795, 
.by adt# prfffed in Ac’ faidTeaw, iftonej? gr^d'Sfor di^hai^ing tho 
Cddi-ftim) and although the fcid dtr^lft tb4 r t)^^MUiey fp granted ihall be 
appiird'iB djfcbargtfig Ae r , . 

^Refplvesd Vl* “ ’That It appear! ftoaa in aicbubt printed to thh Hv/ufc the 
4 v»wty- 4 f^^ay af April ^796^ that thefumW ^T^j^ Obj 3d. duqtb the gene- 
m) of giant* 

fiSpflt. of ^.y*" -'79®» by an sA iu 17^ muney wan 

fir^lMiirgfajtlie 04 nouay ^granted il»*H 

W ■ . The 

‘ .* ir M* A , » 
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The next part tlons regarded the ap^cit^fif 

Turns granted for the tetYH&pftlhe year 4796 to the actejbgjpf 
ferviewt in 1794 arid lWS\^'#i refolution ■ w«5 .puffed in ; Ac 
year 17^4, which hewlffitmto’read at theeqd of htsfpe»eh, 
but af prefertt he fhoeddfftttfe fhe fubitance of U Jett adtf- 

foiution of parltaffiCnt, Which was ej^edted,ftu*uld take place 
before the a£l of Appropriation Was puffed, the Houle refolved, 
thataayminifter milapfflying the funds at that time granted 
fhould be guilty of a high mMeemeattor.” Has refolution was 
confident with the true principles of the confutation. The 
application of the grants of 1796 to retrofpetSHve fetvices was 
an evident violation of the fpiritof the Houfe in voting the fup- 
plies, and fett under the refolution of the Houfe of Commons, 
Which he had already referred to, and the original fault ef 
which they had been guilty, minifters had followed up with a 
ftill farther violation of the law. He would therefore upon 
this point move tbisxufohition: 


Refolded VII. i( That it appears from an account produced to this Hovfe on 
the twenty-£r& of April 175^, that the (urn of 17a, joqI. due for off-igLanings, 
to the 3,4 th of December^ *7?%» which remained due.xm the t*yeaty-£rft of 
Jmn’ifv, 1776, was d&kar$eif out of the vote ofeirdit £ranc$d fqr*hc the exprtfc 
of defraying cXfc&cts chatmay occur in 1796. By jA a^pafiodin 1794, 
money was gfauttd for t&AHargjrtg&e f M fum *, and although the Add dirtds 

• i v ( * «* 

that ffcie money fd gfcmfed&al! be app[M Jn difeiurge of the fame and not other*- 

• »f < - - * *• < 

, V • ■* • 

I 

There had alio been .other a&s befides thofe mentioned 
equally violated, In »*$*(» cotnplrance with many petitions 
for reform, a dehgn of reform was taken Up, he hoped not 
merely to anvutc the country, bnt A fcrious plan of reform, 
cfpccially, ra the pubiicoffices; for this purpofe sra atft Was 
paffed ifor regulating'the office of paymaster general of the 
forces, which being inefficient, from fume, defcdt rafts con¬ 
fer uclion, was repealed, and a new one for the ikme purpofe, 
and on thefattte prjpciplei,,w;ts paffid under theadtniniftration 
of the fight honotj|t*blc gentleman himfelf. This aci was in¬ 
tended both hi rwmsdy the evils sailing from balances remain^ 
ing in the hands of the payroaftef general, and tojfecuFe the 
regular payberit 9 f the attpy» and this too had been Openly vi¬ 
olated. In the firft account of, the application of the vote of 
cfedit of 1796, tO Wbicb'hc reqtrtfted rhe particular attention 
of the Houfe, the fifth 01439,009}; had been iffiicd to the pay* 
matter-general, of which a •W*®*** inhi * 

hands. The Houfe bad Wen utformed, on a former occahon, 

that 
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♦hat this money, though ftited in the account, wis in reality 
fent to the bank, when. the balance remained. Being fufpt-* 
cious of the information which miniitcrs might think fit fomc- 
tm>es to give in that Hon ft*, he had made inqinries of a perfon 
well qualified to tell him, and he had difcovered that m reality, 
the fum alluded to had been put mto the hands of the paymafter 
general himfelf, and with him the balance was lodged. 7 he 
pros ifions of the Bill were expliuf, that all lums lflued for the 
piymmt of the army, fliould be fent to the bank, and there 
paid by dipits from the paymalfer general, diftmttly fpec.fvmg 
thefc.rv.te in which it was incurred. 1 ms provilion had not 
been complied with, for the money had been lirft iffued mto 
the hand* of thepavmailoi general himf».It» and with him the 
balance remained Su< h was the f»«Tt- And as the concluiions 
wire mo obvious to tequut argunu in, thirc he would leave 
it for t it determination of tl,t lioufc. \\ ith iegird to the ac- 
cumulaium ct balance in the hands of tncpaymafUr general, 
the ail provided tha* t>u f nns ipnropmfed for the (.loathing 
of the army, fhould be ulucJ pcnouKally, it wa«, howivn, 
proved* by the account on the table, thxt from mtdfumm-i 
*794., to December 1795, no money was iflued for this fet- 
xice, and part of the aitears were tideharged from the fuppln s 
of the current year. W hat ever might be thought of the mi- 
juflu’s defence, as to h s v mlation of the account of the appro- 
pi latiQii <u.t, hcic he wmlid be forced to rccui to a new giou vd 
of exculpation. Since it was paffttf, public atTnrs had been 
conduc»td b no other mnufUr. tfuie was 1.0 example to 
plead, no precedent to fanfbon. M.Ptftm had, in oprn de¬ 
fiance ol tbc afl, withheld the money from the ftivue to 
which it was defltntd, and endeavoured to dilchirge tnr ar¬ 
rears by the fupplies of the current year, without attempting 
to account fnr the application of the fum nuginally d.veiteo. 
He would propofe the followt ig 1 dotations: 

Rt/vhrH VJil. a That it afptau atlukhrui f by an a/St i t tr 

y jd > 41 of hu m.yefty * raja, lot the better rrjuJau w oi ilw ufft t ot j 

hi m jrt^y s fotcci, it is enacted that iw rornry for tbe fcivi „ ot tli* 
a n > A »il hr uiuui from h.b eichwjtit r to the payoiaflu gum il ot ] kf 

in l y w ioftec* oi (ha 11 be pluci or 4fr*$l<d to hr plrct J da hu roaje tfcv\ ham i ^ 
j.ofk J ow, hut tne Cone ihali U aflu«d and dut&d to bo pud to rht 10a and 
compi >y oi tU bank of tn^hmd, to bn pLccd to hi* account. 

fcdolv'd IX. u 1 nat it apptan ty this l»ot>fe,Uem *n account jrrn^uceJ on thr 
1790, that m oprn contempt sod difrmte to chi. ft*J aft, the fum 
hat been iflued dtat&iy to the faymafler gaiual cf 11 miy(\y\ 

t n*t 


4 
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'forces in exchequer bill* on the Yotfe of credit for 17965 and that a balance af 
WM remaining uaitfued iahh hand* oit the (aid **d April 1796.^ >• * 

Relbived X. « That it hAtthttr appears bo this houft, that, by the faid aft, tk© *, 
payma&p? general of his mftjftfy;* fofct* it directed and rc^uhtd to form his ran- - 
moriala ^nd rsquifision* to the and to itfue hit grafts »pcm the governor 

and company upon the. bank of .England, upon the Z4th of June srvd 241b of 
Decamboria, every year, in equal payments, to hichpcrfon orpedont as have a • 
regular «JJj$fwncat from the fcvetal colonels, lieu ten ant-colonels, commandants, 
majors, and captains com mao dant, and captaifi-S for the monies appropriated 
furthe clothing of the uoa-commiifcoced officer: and private men of his majcft/i 
regular forces. 

Rcfolvrd XI. ** That it appears to this Houfc, that the foms if moncy.ppfro- 
prUted for the ckithing t»f hia irujerty’s regular forces, aud which, according to 
the provifions of the faid a&, ought to have been ifihcd on the 24th of December, 
1794, the 24th of June, and 24th December, 1 ^9$, lud {?een dire£ted to other 
p>-rpofcs, and ftHI remained due on the ill of January, 1796, h* opcu contempt 
and defiance of the faiU *£t. . j 

With regard to the difpofition paper, which was the hit 
topick on which he would touch, the practice of laying before 
the Houfe luch a document had originated in the extravagant' 
reign of Charles I|, land had been adopted and eftablifoed at 
the revolution, when our liberties were fixed, and was intend- • 
ed as .a real account for the information ^ parliament how the 
{applies were employed. This paper he now arraigned as 
completely falfe. It might be laid by the minifter, that his 
predeccfiors had not been very careful to tender this paper an 
exa& account of the a^ifoatioo jof. the public money. This 
was at all times a bad defence s hut what was the houfe to ■ 
think of the prefen* miinftcr, retVrtiug as a j unification ro v 
precedents which he had; been the foremoft to condemn, and ' 
abufes which he pledged Jnmielf to remedy i Tbe paper dfatted ” 
that the Turns voted for the army, cloathing, ftaff, Sic. had 
been illued and applied, when none had been i'flued on this 
account, and when that branch of the fervree was ftill tn arrear'. -' 
The Houfc indeed might be fold that'this paper was merely . • 
a form ; that it only contained an account of the (urns illued 
from the exchequer i and th»« under this form the payenafter :> 
general received from the tnrafurythe fumsrequked ; fmtfwens 
they tamely to acquiefce in fuch a defence ? would they endure • 
that the minifter fhould apply thc pabhc xnoney as her thought 
pioper, in defiance of folemn enaOTftents of the legiftatutt, or 
that he Ihould abolifh the regulations which, the wildon* of the ' * 
conftitution had deemed neceflhtyto maintain the vigour of its 
punciples, and i'ecurc tbe purity of its adminiftr.tion i Inftead 

Of 
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of thus; infusing the tuaderfiaiuKijg of. the jbtpofe* inftea 4 o£ 
impgfmgitpon them ataMc and fraudulent aicc^an^i^jnijpM 
forked have mads atonement to the (pint of -the <pM»Jftfey ? ~ 
*ftad neceiliry drivenhunfjtwn thft ftrifi. line of $2podu& <, 
it preferred, and by a bill of mdemfti»y fetesfiedthe tfe>- 
mands of its violated laws. He would therefore q»oyc bis la& ■ 
reibiution^— i 1 • * • t t - ; rj.^* # ■[ ■; r 

I , * * , 1 , 

iCefirived XlT. H Thftt .it appears, thWan account.1* anfivaHy ^rcfenwJ to tilts 
Hattfc, jewing hoW the money granted for the fervice of the preceding year hs& 
beejj diff o&d of, dUiutgwIhed under the feverui beai., itod the jtftrti j 

unfeUufed k with the deficit hey thereujxjn u * ' 

Xcfolved XIII. w That fuch account was intended to be. %vhat in it-, title it 1 

i * « 

proftfles to be, a real account, fhc*injho\v the nvmey given for the frrvke of the 
year had usually beca tHffofcd of, iu order that the Jrioufc of Commons mljiit 
be Inionsed of cheque of the j>uWk expenditure, and frtu/y thcmleivt'i; as to tfce 
of the money -voted to chofc fcrvLcs for which it had been granted by 


Halved XI \\ “ That an account of the above dafa '^tion Jm been prefented 
to this Hoafc in each of the years 2794,. 179$, 77b, mi which the money 

granted for the ferrite* of each year js JUted to have fonpi applied to the frryicc* 

* 4 

fof*hitb it waft voted by patUanicr.t, although, it xtfwr nppe;;^, from .amounts 
fince profaned to Hca&j that the fajmof 644,136! granted far aS’-rcckon- 
ingsfor the years j 7^ *0^*7955 the fom 146,90^ ‘ graved for the pay of the 
gendiftland Jbff officers ef his majeftyY force* for 1793, *794, 1795 ; the foro eft 
$4,3131. giantei for the pay of tiwfeveriil governs, feuteftiutc governor, and 
other officers of hit majetty's forcer tft Great Britkin and parts beyond fc*u, for ' 
years 1794 and 179J,‘ $nd federally ftaedd to have been difpofed of k r tho£i 
iemce*. folll reaiain unfotisfi^d/ 

T 1, r >.». f * > , 

• Jpi^fcAredXV.* 44 That, in the ih(Hnee$ abo*c mentioned, his 

fieri bavc beni guilty of prtffenting folfe accounts, cakulitfrd to mifWd the ;»tig- 
! • 1 • ■ . . * {‘ .) * • . 

Sftetit,pf thia Houfc, of a fia^rah: Violation of various of parliament, uni of a 

gro^ jnifappri<4Ui>o«>f tiftc public mcwiey*" 

. Hew then be wouul at prefect leave the confideratipn of the 
fubje^. He had MA, before the Houfc an importaat cafe for 
their decifion. They were now to determine whether they 
would enforce the a& of appropriation of the public revenue to 
its proper fervicc, anti prdirrvC tbc fpir.it of thejr laws in the 
ftrfelnefs of their applhcatien, o# aUow the tiiljirHfmg power 
of a minilter to fuperfwte tbe autb<n»ty pf the Uw, viui t!tc 
tfiferetionof the tscecutive power to fuppbuu the wihlom.of 
<unftit«tion. -’*^*ti* • jj.w - ■ , > ;• ■ . * 

.. X *?bt SfeakerkvHT^ mni the-Arff tio^, ftosa tbe piuit* 
**if tfo-M*ghlwr -feidj 4j}« be /ck a epnl*-. 


./Wi 

J > 

/•<¥ ** 
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dcrable degree of frtisfa&ion at the meafurc which the honour^ 
able gentleman had then brought forward, and on which ty? 
had grounded fpccific charged againft his majeliy’s rmnifter.s* 
He was happv in being afforded an opportunity of diiculiuig 
regularly and precifrly, certain topics which had been loufcly 
thrown out at other times, when bufinefs of great impor¬ 
tance preffed upon the attention of the Houfe. However 
ftrong the points whien the honourable gentleman had urged, 
however itrong the cafe which he had put, he Itill hoped that' 
he fhould prove to the futislaction of the Houle, to the fatis- 
faction of the honourable gentleman himfelf, and to that of his 
perfonai tnends, among whom he fhould be happy to reckon 
the honourable gentleman, that conceding to him as much *a$ 
he (hould afterwards liate of the principle, conceding alfo moft 
of the fadU, Hit! he flioidd be able to-prove, that it would be 
impartible lor him, or tor the Houle, to draw that conclurton 
which he had then drawn, an 4 which he had propofed to the 
Houle to craw, by his prclcnt refobmon ; and what might 
feem, perh ip**, a little Jin/iilar, he contended that even though 
the principle fhould be confictcrcd, pumafacie y juft, yet the 
Houfe could net, with common juttice, or with common fair- 
refs, volt the rcfolutinn promoted. If the refolution ftafed 
an indifputablc truth, the qutftion then would be, whether it 
were expedient to record the truth. The refolution Hated 
that at all tunes, and under all r iron m dances, it was the tndif- 
partible duty of the Houfe of Commons vigilantly to fuper- 
intend the c7\pe:idtluie ol the public money, and ftriciJy to 
inquire into the application of the grants made by parliament 
to the L-rvice tor whuh they had been voted. That it was 

m 

tiv duty ol the Houle ot Cn*'.imo;h vigilantly to iupermtend 
the expends uuc ut the public money, he did not pnfuine to 
deny; but that it was the duty ol parliament firictly to enforce 
the ;ipphca;ion of it to the letter ol the a it, required the com¬ 
mand of a icirofptvtivc authority, which the Houfe had not 
the means of enforcing; and this he propofed to ihew under 
the examination of the (cveral heads of the honourable geuile- 
man’s arguments, in the manner he arranged them. 

With refpedt to the adt ot appropriation, on which the 
bon. gentleman nad dwelt, he agreed that it contained a ftrong 
claufc, which parted every year, and which enjoined, ** that 
no money granted by parliament Ihould be applieJ to any other 
pur pole than -that for winch it had been granted.” He agreed 
that the a< c t of appropriation did apply, in binding and fpeciftc 
term*, to the regulation of the payment of navy and arm/ 
lervices; of the navy, by ftating its fcrvices under the head of 
sl general fund; otthea:mv, under varuui> and difliuvt headr. 

You IV. i;ufc. < 1 > ti> 
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Jt v* the managefaw«»nd payment of *rmyi«*ii*5, 
lot’sttend to the minute G^-di*mn»s prrticulwiy spventH' 
lS In the a& of appropriation, &/%. only generally todc-carc, 
t no niore foould he lifted for ^be army, oat4# Che .fapplies 
the courfe of the year* 0ao the.total account of./tbe Aim foe 
Which general credit had been given. That this we# 4 deviar 
tlrjn/iom theftri& letter of that law he admitted ; it was a 
deviation izFtbe particular fubdivifiop* of the afacy jfcrvfacs. 
Oerrtlcfrtira tbrnild however* recoiled a fa&, far which be 
cmlttfai^d* viz. that the a£t had been precisely in the fame 



They fhould recoiled, that fame thing of the tm nature, 
though not exadty the fame, exiled In the reign of King 
■ypilliam} and that fa early a« the reign of Queen Anne, it > 
wa^deviated from in as ftrong a degree, aife&ing the princi- 
pie, as during .the prefent war. This bad been mentioned by. 
a "very refteflable authority, the author of the precedents of 
parliament, ^nd by him in a%rcat mcafure jollified, bccanfo 
the nation was thejr^ engaged in^a war of great ^extent, with 
fervices in all parts of The globe; and that it was impoihble 
to forefee what might be the amount of all the various ex¬ 
pellees. *■ , 

”The quefHon fl»n, which the Houle bad to confidcr at pre- 
ftfnf. Was, whether it followed, from the particular breach of 
tHe a<2^ which he bad admitted in certain inftances} whether, 
Irf^feyiafirik from its exprefs proviitops to that extent, the pre- 

red the imputation of criminality, which ihe 
m had ftated ; and whether their conduct 
6 the cenfure of the Houfe l Undoubtedly, 



an eafy'.tafk U> oa»kc a charge of She prefent nature, 
&ly,necertary far a gentleman fa point the attention, of 


gentleman fa point 

4 ' of the law, and when the deviation 

quid immediately have re¬ 
ly tb$, honourable gentleman* 
fa afk, whether the deviation, 
fiflSty, Secondly* if the do- 
it^rwbethfrit werffapodn » 
dly, whether at were fclandef- 
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w , * 

tine. Of none with *p intent to,deceive the,Houfe 

wtWtieffTwift wjorig'dndf* l<*Bpt3cf, ^^aiooed I 

He wouW, h? Wd, firft tldrifide^the neceflity *f die cafe i 
hr found It had been admitted, that fome ex traoqdinarfes could 
noth* mfoided in time of Wal*; the honourable gentleman bad 
faid, thdt the tpieftion was only as to the degrfee, but' if there, 
was ever a Ititore when ektraOrdinaries were allowable to a 
extent, it Would be in To extenfive a war as the prdcpt- Wjth. 
refpeft to the comparative Extent of the extraordinaries of fljei 
preftht war with thole of former wars, he (hould cohnc tpftate 
that afterwards, he did not find it nectflary to mention it on 
the queftion of prif ciple. If it were allowed that extraordina¬ 
ries were ever k neceflary, he would not wifhfbr any other jury 
than the gentlemen of the oppofmon to judge him ; nay, if the 
honourable gentleman who made the motion were called aa a 
juryman, he fhotild not challenge him. If extraordinary fer- 
vices were unavoidably neceflary to be incurred in the cotiefit 
of a war, and that from their nature they could not be provided 
fir, nor fbrefeen in their amount nor in their time, they ipt&t 
when they were performed, be paid for; how then was the 
money to be paid, but by with-holding fome of tne payments 
of the frrvices regularly eftimated and voted for, which, accor- * 
ding to the ftri& aft of appropriation, ought to be applied to 
the particular fervices only for which they were voted ? That 
was limply the whole of the fubjeff, as far as it related to the, 
principle • and from the times of King William and Queen 
Anile, a full century, there had not been a year of war in whifj|t 
extraordinary expmees had not been incurred, which had not 
been previotifly provided for by parliament; nay more, fof 
near half a century part, there had not been One year,of peace -, 
in which extraordmaries had not been paid, and by Mu* meant, $ 
the aft of appropriation violated. With refpeft tfcereforls'ta 1 
principle and neceifity, he had not much further to urge, if« 
poflible ro have only as fin all extraordinary* at thole of formed 
times ; if it were poflible to have'ho extraordiriaries all in Mine 
of peace; ft til it Was impoflrble that's cafe could be pur,'his 
time of war, when the pubbfc fervice could b>e Wifely 
dently con duffed confidently With the drift tetter of 
appropriation. ’ 

If gentlemen would for a moment Cttofider the ui 
events and operations of war, rite dlftVferit' VfeWs of pi 
fmg from circumftanfces daily changing In tile edtiffe <ij 
if they would conflder that it mMiMlbe 
maintain perhaps « larj^Xrtby brttk^Cjbpti&tpt, 0 ' 
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i} J flfl Mrf psadexifcparatenud ^tftlnfl Hejdtfof fcrvirt, apportioned 
bjltri limited >n the pppr«pfia|ion ad, “fo much for guards and 
jtojurtiftms, and fo much for plantations: ” under,fuqd 'cfoctnm 
i fimx&p and with a coqiprchenfive and juft view Of the fabjed, 
0 gaattetnep mud confers that it would but ill aCCord w«*h the 
i Jiujahc fervice to fetter the operations of the year try binding 
fjgnm down to the ftrift letter of the ad, pafted at a time when 
.pptbept tbp fpjri.t of phrophecy, it would be irtipoffible to judge 
prpcBety of tne proper limitation'. Suppofe then a war breaks* 
OUt in the plantations, ^nd parliament not fitting at the time, * 
larger force would be required there th in in the guards or gar- 
rifoas at home, and government would be obliged to fend ad¬ 
ditional fqppJijes, an«j consequently incur a greater charge for 
extraordmaru-s. in that calc he trufted he would not pay too 
-pat a complement to the honourable gentleman’s candour, if 
jflerpfd that the honourable gentleman hjmfelf would admit 
^b* neoeiBty of hav mg troops lent there and all extraordinaries 
• paid. It was hiidly poffible for any thing ufeful and expedient 
49 be dpoc, though fliort ol necefiity, without a deviation irons 
the rigid letter of the law, and yet the honourable gentleman 
bad bound mmifters down exp re is fy to that letter, merely for 
fhr purpofc of bringing a charge of condemnation agatnft them, 
%l«uugh tne public welfare depended folely upon that devia- 
pon. 

ml J^h/dS then he had already dated the practice; he had faid, 

, ihytip years of peace umverfally lor half the prefent century, 
tlfxtcqprdtparies were incurred. He was willing to allow than 
,«4tyf practice sifted formerly in Turns far fhort, but, howev cr. 


S 



Qyaen Aaoe, between 300,000!. and 400,000, were incurs 
flKjtin the article of extraor(Jinaries for the army; even taking 
^"however, at the honourable gentleman’s ftatetpent, it wa& 
tfuftcignt (agive him the benefit of pleasing precedent in juf- 

. In the War of 1749 and 1741, which terminated in tbs 
ptyppfeQf Aia-U-Chspdle. extraordinanes had been alfo incur- 
( ced.t? a great amount,, in the German war they had confi- 
^qrahly i;icreafcd ; and ait the American wzr, fo recent in the 
jfe^ohe^ion^ this country, that line of fervice had incieaied 
ipiich larger extent than it had ever done before. But 
. * although 
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alstw^gjt* fyl* 1 of 300*000!. or 400,000!- may nor, ”‘m • 
4 q^4^4UU,v? with the anaoym of theottraordmeriirtU tho 
frvk#t v«tr, appear large, yet*- xt gentleihen wotfld k «to# intd 
account dj)« companuve value of money In thofe»tflm#a^ 
when cpnfidctcd with iti prefent value, the HtWffi? wd^tl per* 
Ogive that there was foeiething mote to bp deduced than'www 
precedent, and that the prefent extraoHinaries mightbe yuflifled 
«Jfo by the comp rativc amount t>f thofe in the reigpV e^ijoeen 
Anne. Dunne the adminiftration of a man whom thp hon. 
gentleman would certainly not obje£t agalnft, 9 man of-puhha 
tpirit; and pure patrio.ifm* during the adminiftration ,$# Mr. 
Pelham, when the finances of the war were dite&ed by a per-* , 
Son who had been trained f**r other great, eminent* andwipor* 
lant llations, who filled with honour, dignity, *nd 1 efpedt tne 
ebatr of Speaker of the Houle of Commons ; it would be 
found that dm ing his adminiftration the expences were paid m 
a way Afferent from that which wasexprtfsly mtfitioned in the 
a£l of app'-opnation, and the mrnifters of that day were 
equally juftifipd by ihe necefEtv of the public fervtce. He 
did not, however, wdh to reft upon the fiknt acqutefceftce of 
parliament in the pm&ice of neglecting the letter of the ad fa 
often mentioned : there occurred a marked and particular in- 
ftancem which he had ihc recorded judgment of parliament on 
that fubjedl. The otembas ot the aduvnitration of that day 
had a vote of ceil fur<3 prypofed aga-nft them for the payment of 
an exttnoid 1 narv fervtce, and the vote u-^s mopofed m‘ terms 
not very different fiom the refylutd ns prupoled by the honour¬ 
able gentleman on the prefent day. On the igth of March, 
*“63, during the .id nimftmtion of Lord Wi)m mg ton. notice 
was taken ni^the account of cxtTawdinarie*, of * fum to the 
arnunt of 40*000!. for th - puipofe of putting the Auftrun. 
troops in motion, undtr the command of the Due d’HWnberg. 

In the motion propofed to the Houfe* it was ftatod as «*• a dan-t 
gerous mifapplijcatiou of the public money, and deftisfcftive of , 
the tights «f parliament,” th* merits of the motion bfcre nor 
then det-ided on, for the previous quelhon was movtd and 
carried on a dtvifion j but the papers were produced 00 prov* ( 
the importance of the fervtces performed ; and on tfw^ioth of 
Apid, 1744, th.-motion wa* again urged, when an amend¬ 
ment was offered f ir leaving out the words 14 mat thffexpen¬ 
diture of thatfum was a dangerous mi (application of the pub¬ 
lic money,” and fublhtutmg the Woids “ that it was tiecefTary , 
for the common caufe.” The Houfe divided upohthftvngmalt , 
queftion, when the A)ct were 145, and the •Ww'iSfJ and the * 
father of die honourable gentleman oppofife ( Mi'» i Fdx) wia < 

teller j 
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' teller for the Jyts. r?Se it happened that this practice, Which 
th«# ! Houfe was now called upon to brand as criminal, had been 
known every pear, had been brought forward every year, had 
been avowed and fecogrixed every year; the accounts of th* 
extraordinaries of the army were prefented, and every gen¬ 
tleman who voted for them, knew that the aft of appropriation 
of the year before muft have been departed irom in the pay¬ 
ment of them. Would gentlemen pretend to fey, or could 
they have imagined, that the extraordinary fervice could wait 
for payment until the fubfequent feflion ? Extraordinaries, 
which confifttd of BilK of txchange drawn from abroad, 
payable at a certain true, at the expration of which they 
iruft pnfivively be difenargid. If, therefore, for 50 or 60 
years paft there were extraordinaries incurred, and incurred 
certainly contrary to the letter of the various afts of appro¬ 
priation which had palled in that time ; if the Houle of Com¬ 
mons had been fo f<.r a party to thole tranlaftions, as to fanc- 
tion them, by their votes, to make good the payment of thefe 
extraordinaries, from the accelCon of George I. to that day, . 
would the honourable gentieman himfelf, if every other 
member <n the Houfe was to withdraw, and he wav nngly to 
decide upon the merits o r the queflion, would he deal out juf- 
tice to the minifters of the prefent day, by condemning them 
fordoing that which parliament had conffantly and repeatedly 
done? Would he ccnfure n.iiufiers, and not parliament? 
Would he, ?hflead of placing the charge upon the Houfe, lay 
it on thofe, who thinking, from the pr aft ice of parliament, 
that they were juftified in their aft, merely carried meafures 
into execution which were repeatedly recognixcd by the legif- 
lature ? It might be pretended, that formerly parliament gave 
only a'kind of negative alTeht; but when the honourable gen- 
tlcnian conlldcrcd the report of 1782, made by the com¬ 
mittee, which Hated the praftice of extr.iordinaries as a grie¬ 
vance to the Houfe, from the time of that report, he had a . 
right to Hate, that the Houfe had not then tacitly and indireft-, 
ly, bur dirrftly and exprefsly, by every vote of extraordinaries 
from that time, recognized the principle of that head of public 
expenditure. 

It .bad alfo been the praftice of individuals cOnnefted with 


the honouribld'gentleman (certainly there was an exception 
in ref peft 10 the honour able gentleman himfelf, who had not 
found imeoeffary as yet to Hate to the Houfe, what he fbould 
jab ink irnece/Tary to prepofe in laying on the public bunlcns, 
! and imregoldting »he expenditure of the different fervices.) 
A rigtabOAoUfibft gentleman near him (Mr, Fox), who,had 
--ibioi 05.-3 ' . . .' once 
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once been hi office, and now made one of that formidable op<* <1 
pdflttpn ranged over again ft him, knew fomething of rhea 
pfaftice of extraordinaries ; he did not mean to ftate that tim* 
right honourable gentleman had a fituation which made himh 
particularly refpoYifible in the queftion of finance; but as in . 
the prefent motion the honourable gentleman thought fit to 
fhiftthe charge off his (boulders as Chancellor of the Exche-^ 
qucr, and to place it conjointly on ^him and his colleagues in 
office, fo the prailice of extraordinaries, on the fame princt- - 
pie, would form a charge againft that right honourable;geutk- - 
man whilft in adminiftration, though he was not Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. In the general words of the prefent 
motion, he faid there was an excefs of candour for which the 
honourable gentleman was entitled tohisitneere thanks, as it* » 
gave him a right to bring the right honourable gentleman, not * 
as his judge, but as a witurfs to bear teftimony on his behalf, 
to prove that in the year 1782, and a great part of the year - 
1783, when the two perfons were payoiaffers-generaJ who - ^ 
brought in the aft relating to the pay-office, there werGSextra- - 
ordinaries to the amount of many millions voted and paid. 1 
Thus had he a living witnefs of the praftice in the perfon of 
his opponents. He had one witm.fr, however, more fingular< • 
than all the reft, not a living, fpeaking authority, but a dumb, 4 
a dead one, the authority he meant was the aft of appropriation 
itfelf; upon the letter of which the hon. gentleman fought for his • 
condemnation.^ Part of that aft was, to make good feveral 
millions of extraordinaries. The aft of appropiiation con¬ 
tained, he faid, in the body of ir, a fum to make good defici¬ 
encies arifing from the payment of extraordinaries, and there¬ 
fore that aft of parliament which recorded in itfelf the annual 
breach of its own provifiens, afforded alfo a vindication of * 
that praftice which was that night ftated as a crime 4 n his 
majefty’s minifters. 

He had not, however, quite done with afts of parliament * 
on that queftion: he would recite in his vindication the Pay- 1 
Office aft, which was brought in by Mr. Burke after the re¬ 
port of the committee in 1782, and which aft was afterwards 
amended by Colonel Barre. The report had ftated that the j i 
praftice of incurring army extraordinaries ought to be put ad * 
end to; and the aft of parliament ftated the prccife time, and 1 
die form, in which the paymafter-general was to keepamac** « 
count of the extraordinary cxpences not provided for by, par* xi 
lament. Thus had he ftated the fecond aft of parliament,„ij 1 
which proved on the face of it, that there had been extraordi¬ 
naries'. How then did the queftion (land? He had proved it 
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to Witlte'pra&ice for above a century of miniftara* living and 
deady and recognized by the adi on which the charge was 
founded. There was one circumfbnce more, he m«ft be 
ailAwed to refer once more to an authority,' the fame work 
Which he had menrioned before, he meant that on the prece¬ 
dents of parliament, which had certainly dated, in very •itroirg 
tenns^ the oKjcjcIion to the amount and principle of extraordi¬ 
naries. In a page of the third valume of it was dated, that 
in tbo year 1782, the army eftimates not having been voted 
before Chrilfmas, it was found that the whole credit was ex¬ 
hausted, and chat it would not be potlible to pay the fubddence 
of the army for the month of December for that year. It 
was upon mature deliberation and tonful ration, judged necef- 
fary that a turn fhould be voted upon the army account, in 
order to give the paymader of the army a credit, to entitle 
the minifter, dining the recrl?, to id'erve it on account of ex¬ 
traordinarily, and to increafe the credit of the army beyond 
what was given for the regular fervices, as dated in the aidt of 
appropriation, and that w<t» not done fo much to make good 
the expence which had been incurred as to enable the Exche¬ 
quer to make advances when neccllity required it He svifhed, 
be laid, that the Houle would confider that uniformly received 
practice, edablifhed by, and aridng from a feries of tranf- 
aclions. That they would confider that the material part of 
the act of appropriation was to provide for the extent of the 
credit given generally for the army, rather thqp for the parti¬ 
cular (ub-tlivilions of the army lervice in its ieparate heads. 
Although he admitted that the fuccdsfu) and undeniable de¬ 
fence was the neceflity of the cafe, yet there wtie different 
ways in which the practice of extrjordinaries had been recog¬ 
nized. During the firft ieven years after his adminiftration 
commenced, there was no fubiedt in that Houfe which brought 
os more lioftile debate than the finances ; they were difeufied 
•n the fide of tbole who firft attacked hi> opinions, with great 
vigilance and perfeveranec. lu the years (786 and 1791 
particularly, debates arofe on the peace income and peace ex¬ 
penditure, and fo far was parliament from fhuttmg its eyes to 
the exiraofdinaries of the army, that in each of the committees 
of thofe times, there was to be found an eflimate of their 
probable amount; they were calculated by one committee to 
amount to 260,000k and by another, to 280,000k arifmg out 
Cf the extraordinaries, and not provided for by parliament: 
^or had one word againft the principle of thofe extraordina- 
riWheen ever flaied in any one of the debates Co which he 
•llitdosU Indeed the committee of 1782 did not propofe to 
.,. abolifh 
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abbli'fli the principle of extraordinaries, but it recognized 
by prt)p6fing td liAit it as well as it could. It redomaiertdM^t 
in the reporr, thit the'Houfc fhould endeavour with a$ 
accuracy as. poffible to Have an eftimate of probable ex.rraor* 
dinaries, and to regulate the drafts of governors abroad, audt» 
particularly the bills of exchange, which, as he ftated before, t . r 
formed a great article of extraordinaries ; it ftill, however*, 
would be impoflible to provide for every particular cafe# Mi- * 
niiters were only capable of checking thefe draft? and bills, by- 
a general regulation ; and he would undertake to fay,- that 
during the prefent war. every prafticable general regulation. * 
had been eftablifhed to fubrait, bills of exchange to as many . 
checks as poflible. 

Mr. Grenville had formerly given inftru£lions to the go*. 
vernors and commanders abroad to confine them under as ftri^, ’ 
examination as poflible, but no eftimate was given in by hint, 
of probable extraotdinaries. The prefcnt adminiftratipn/ 
however, went further, they not only adopted the beneficial, 
regulations of Mr. Grenville, but at much as poffible com«\ 
plied with the fubllanceof the other meafure recommended by 
Colonel Barrc : he had himfjlf in the large votes of credit, 
Hated the amount of probable extraordinaries. He confefled, 
that in making fuch eilimates, every gentleman was liable to ’ 
be miftaken in his calculations and expectations; nay, he was- 
forry to find, in a recent inftance, that he had met in that refpeft 
with a confiJerable difappointment ; from the nature of the 
thing, however, that muft happen when men endeavoured to 
make provifion before hand for the extraordlnaties to be 
incurred- He had heard it ft a ted, as one of the articles of 
charge agrinfi him, that he had thought proper conitamly Uf 
propofe a vote of credit to a greater amount than bad beea* 
hitherto voted by parliament; what was that but a compliant* 
with the regulations propofed by Colonel Barre, to ende*y<$*f4 
as there was forefeen a neceffity for extraordmaries to a larg* 
amount, to eftimate this probable amount. He found- if.nc- 
ccfi’ary to make one ohlcrvation refpeJing the bids of ex¬ 
change which he had before mentioned. Gentlemen muftiee 
that they were attended and guided entirely by the local regui 
Rations 6 f the various places they were drawn at, and, thereof 
fore, that be was not able to eftimate them with preciftoi^ 
Consequently the charge of not proposing full eftimate?* 
mounted only to the charge ot having failed where no msutriil 
bis fenfes could pretend to be accurate. One principle ! t C*ufi 
of inaccuracy arofe from the high price of provHiojpf 

S roved two things; firft, that the expences were ipestfaffl 
jgh«r than in any former wnr to the fame extends 
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fceondly, that it was impoffible to forefee the evil, fo as to give 
a corrcCi eftimate to the public. The only thing then that 
remained, was to diminiih the extraordinaries as far as <ould 
b done, by a moderate probable computation, and keep no- 
fing wilfully back from the public. As a proof that he had 
done fo, he appealed to the votes of credit which he had pufticd 
to an extent unexampled in any other adminiftration. He had 
endeavoured to provide for fuch parts of the expenditure as had 
Been forefeen. The only way in which he could have pre¬ 
vented the probability of deficiency, would be, if the Houfe 
had thought proper to grant a vote of credit fo much beyond 
the amount of probable extraordinaries, as to take care that 
the provifion mull be beyond the ferviccs, and not to leave 
it pofllbls for .the fervice to exceed the provifion. But what 
Would be the wifdom and policy of fuch a meafure ? If he had 
gone to the outfide of a probable eftimate, there would be pro¬ 
vided a dead fund, manifcftly to the injury of the public ; and 
even though that ihou'd be done, after all the eftimates had 
been voted, and that the accounts were alfo kept to the day/ 
all thS eftimates could not be paid. While he appealed to the 
praflice of his p.eJcccflbr®, as a juftification for incurring ex- 
traordinnrics, he declared, he did not mean to deny that they had 
greatly exceeded their eftimate ; he allowed, that partly from 
a fluctuation in the prices of various articles, partly from the 
impojfibility of toicfecing many cxpcnceswhich he afterwards 
found it neceflary to incur, and partly, he was ready to allow, 
ftom the errors of his calculation, there were left above the 
eftimate large and heavy extraordiuaiies, and he not only felt 
ithlmfclf as a di[appointment, but it might alfo be ftated as 
matter of difapposntment to the Houfe and to the public. 

1 He next came to the comparifon of the amount of extraor- 
diiujries unprovided for by parliament, as incurred in the pre- 
fent war anci in fhe American war. The honourable gentle- 
n^afthad’declared them to be greater than thofe of any other 
that was ever known. Two reafons, the extent of the 
war abroad, and the dearnefs of provifions at home, he had 
given, why they iKouId be fo. Certainly the vote of credit 
q.uft be deducted from the extraoidinarics in the prefent war, 
becaufc they were forefeen and provided for ; that formed a 
great deduction. The taxes were alfo funded before-hand for 
thie loan pf exchequer bills. There was another fum to be 
dedu&ed: in the calculation of the peace eftablifhment by the 
optmlttec, he had already mentioned that 280,000]. was the 
i nameo.as tlteprobable extraordinaries; that fum, be con- 
dedlVas forefeen alio by parliament, and he had a right to 
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deduft fo much yearly during the war. If, therefore, fubjeft 
to aU thofe deduSions, the extraordinaries were calculated 
fairly, they would amount to the fum of 4^600,000!. °W: 
during the prefent war ; and as all the extraordinaries of rhfc 
American war Were wholly incurred without the preyioui 
confcnt of parliament, they might be ftated to amount to 
9,ioo,oool. exclufive of the votes of credit, for there were 
fome votes of credit, though he did not reckon their amount. 1 
There was therefore a balante in favour of the prefent w&y 
and againft the American war, of 4,500,000! incurred in 
extraordinaries. This was a ftatement which he had a right 
to make, when he was charged with incurring an enormous 
fum in extraordinaries beyond the example of all former wars, 
without the confent of parliament. Having taken leave of 
the extraordinaries of the army, he would make a few fhort 
con.parifons in the other fervices. In the courfe of the 
prefent conteft, it had been his practice to anticipate as much' 
as poflible all the fervices to their full amount. During the 
years of the American war, there were in navy and ordnance 
llills, 12,000,000!. incurred without the authority of # par- 
liament j and not only incurred without the previous confcnt 
of parliament, but not made good at the end of each year; 
whereas the pradticc had been, in the prefent war, to antici¬ 
pate as much of, the expences as poflible, or to make them 
good at the end of the year, and not to leave them as a total 
deficiency at the end of the war. The total amount of the 
deficiency of the navy and army, and of the unprovided of 
the ordnance, amounted in the three years of the prefent war 
to 16 or I7,coo,oool. and in the American war, the defi¬ 
ciencies of thefe three Icrviccs amounted to the enormous 
fum of 23,000,000). and yet he heard it ftated, that he had 
gone beyond all former times in the extraordinaries. He had, 
he faid, fhewn that he had endeavoured to prevent extraor¬ 
dinaries from being incurred, anil had provided for thofe whidi 
had been poflible to eftimate ; he had alfo ftated, that the high 
price of provifions was one caufe, among others, of his not 
being able to forelee all the extraordinaries j he did not there¬ 
fore find it neceflary to fay more upon that part of the fub- 
jcift. He trufted that he had fully proved to the complete; 
fatisfa&ion of the Houfc, that the extraordinaries coulanot 
have been defrayed by any other means than thofe to which ft 
had been found neceflary to have recourfe. He viewed the 
army money in the light of a current fund; and it could 
not be controverted, that the demands of the current year 
were to be provided for in proportion as the fum for ottmor- 
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. ,j dinaries carte mto the Exchequer, and therefore he cbndeiWd, 

v that W deviation from the principle could be implied in'any 
v . yiultance which the honourable gentleman Kid Mentioned, 
/;:f)l4:ther than the conftant praflice war^nledr’ 
fa. He'next came to confider the Aft for tKe regulation 6 f the 
. vpay-officers, the violation of which had been fo vehemently 
^V iirgcd : the fpiritof that Aft related fo'fftfc'ifluing of Bills by 

• the Paymafter-General, and which the honourable gentTetfun 
x contended fhould be ilTued by the Bank of England $ when the 

• honourable gentleman talked of the infohnatrbn which he de¬ 
clared be had received from a perfon in office, he either could 

• not have underftbod the nature of that information, or if he 
tbad, he did not reafon on it in a juft and conclufive manner. 

The fact was, that the warrant was flriftly conformable to 
.• the letter and fpirit of the aft of parliament. The Bank was 
to keep open a cafti account under the du eft ion of the Paymaftrr 
’-General, and it Was generally underftoed,' that the Bank 
: would never charge tlumfelvcs with ary thing but cafh. In 
confequcncc of that idea, when the exchequer tills were rl- 
fuei by warrant, and came into the Bank, they ti nt one of their 
officers to acquaint the Fuymafter, that they 'could not, ac¬ 
cording to their fyftem, receive them as cafli. The Bills 
were, therefore, difpokd of by the Paymafter-Gencral, not for 
the purpoles of profit, but merely as a rtiatrer of neceffiry. 
Some time after, his right honourable friend near him 
(Mr. Steele) prepofed 10 the Bank an arrange meat, by whit h 
tile Bank were to take the Bills as cafh : to th^t arrangement 
’ the Bank had acceded. Sue!; was the exact ftatc of the tr;;;.i- 
, aftion, on which fo much'ceuiurr had been lavi filed, and l.e 
fhould leave it to the candour of the Home to decide, with 

• what juftice any blame could attach to a mcafure completely 
.. unforeken and unavoidable. There hud been in no point of 

View the fl’ghteft deviation from the meaning of the aft, ard 
; the vigilance of the Paymafler was entitled, to confidence 

• praife. 

*' He next came to another charge contained in the rcfblutions 
of the honourable gentleman, which'went to criminate his 
Majefty*.* minilters for deviating from the letter of the aft \ 
:: butifhe were to be condemned' by the letter of the aft, he 
Nwas pcrfeftly wan anted in faying, that it could not, in theleaft, 
apply to him. Thfcfe'was not one word to be found in it, 
which directed that the payments ihculd be mr.de on a part;— 

• cular any, therefi rr* any deviation from the ftrift letter could 
^f frttbc inferred (M*. Grey here by a gcftuic exprefied his dii- 

• honourable gendetnan, continued the Chancellor 

of 
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of the Exchequer, feems to be fhocked at the argument I haVc 
juftitfed, and appears to think that the equity of the a& IHbalJ 
be alone cofcfidered. Thus when he finds he can nodofi^er 
maintain his propositions on the frtrer of the ri&, Whicfc?he 
now confiders as a ground no longer tenable, b'c'foas recmJtfe 
to the equity of it 5 and yet the honourable gentleman denit-3 
me the ufe of thefpiritor the letter, juft as it fuitvhrt own 
occafion.** £ A Cry of hear ! bear /] The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer declared, that he only made ufc of this mode of 
rcafoning to fhew the fallacy of the honourable gentleman's 
aiguments ; he did not however mean to prefs It, of take «fW 
advantage q{ the weaknefs of them, he fiiould therefore direct 
his obfervatioas to an occurrence of a more material nature. 


The a£t of parliament certainly directed the Pnymafter-Ge- 
r.eral to form his memorials in the names of the porf »ns whm 
were inUrcfted in them, and in xmf.vcr to the charge cf the 
day of payment being omitted, as fpccihcd by the acb, he 
fliOuId only remark, that the l J aymafter had no knowledge of 
the perfons interefted; it was conn-quently evident, tbit the 
memorials could not have been made out exa&fy again# the 
day of payment, as the names of the parties were nift ascer¬ 
tained. He would therefore fubmit i'* the nubmei’t of the 
Houle, whether the Paymafter was rm under fucii firing 3rd 
poficivc circumftauces, at lcaft cxcuic.ibv with rifpcCt to the 
fpirit of the act*. 

The honourable gentleman lied in the r.t::r pbcc proceeded 
to another objection, that when the memor ials v/cie prefrnted 
for payment, tie Trealury had not, according to the direction 
of the ftatuto, complied with the cl , n;*r.i*.Jc of the parties in- 
ttrefted. To that, he tiufteri, he ceuH rive an arfvver, 
which even to the honourable centlcmrn himfeit wmftJ ao- 

V. I 

pear fiitisf.iclory* He grounded i: on the pica of nrceffity : 
for at the time when the memorials w c:i prtf nrc i for payment, 
there was no money in the Trevfury. {’trhsni* however the* 
honourable gentleman would not be fatisfied with that anfwer, 
which might imprefs cOnvirtson 0,1 the mn!l ftubborn mi ml ; 
<md aft:, why the Tretffury had not provided the proper fumsof 
money to anfwcr demands which tVy knnv were to be made 
on them ? He fhnuld anfvvtr i!\:i qudtioil, by pleading the 
flatcmems which he hud forme; b» made on the fame fubjeef, 
and he fhould take the* liberty of adverting to them once 
more: The extraordinaries wcic- it could not be denied, njf 
fuch a nature, that it could not be foicfccn to what fium thfcv 
might exactly amount j if they consequently exceeded any him 
at which they had been previouily calculated, they could not 

be 
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Ve otherwife provided for , than by taking from the *flab- 
lifhmenc thofe fums which were neceflary for defraying 
them. He declared he felt himfclf juGified in, Gating 
thefe confiderations even in a Granger manner, as tbe 
extraordinaries were not only unforefeen, but the precifc time 
of their payment could not be al'certained j it was abfolutely 
necefftry, however, that theyfhould be ditcharged precifely on 
the day when the bills of exchange drawn for that purpofe be¬ 
came due. How then was it polTible to make that punctual pro- 
vifioo, the want of which had been fo much cenfured, for fums 
which could not be previoufly afeertained, and at a time which 
could not be exaClly forefeen, without taking from the eGab- 
lifhment, or the money voted on cGimate, thofe fums which 
it became indifpenfibly requGte to apply to that purpofe ? The 
fubfiGcnce money had been regularly iffued on the 24th of each 
month ; the half pay had been attended to, as well as all ar¬ 
ticles of a compaflionate fort, and every claim which related to 
arrears in general. Whether the deficiency which took place 
in the cGabli/hment, occafioned by the nece/lity of providing 
for extraordinaries, fhould have fallen on the half-pay, Chelfea, 
or th£ GafF, was the qucGion which appeared peculiarly enti¬ 
tled to confideration. It feemed but fair and juft that if any 
clafs of men were compelled to fuffer any temporary inconve¬ 
nience, from the unavoidable exccfs of extraordinaries, and 
which of courfc diminifhed the fums voted on eGirnatc for the 
year, it Ihould be that clafs which were from their peculiar 
lituation beft able to (upport it. Nor could there be any doubt 
in coniidcring the fituation of the oificcr^cp half-pay, Chellea 
hofpital, and the Gaff-officers, which ought.co' be paid, and 
from which payment ought in fuch a cafe to be withheld. It 
could not be fuppofed, that officers on' tt)c Gaff were in the 
lame want of thole fums which were abfolutely ncccllary to the 
maintenance of the other claffes. When therefore the money 
voted for the fervice of the Gaff was withheld, it was done 
upon the faircG and moG equitable principles, and could not 
be productive of any cflential diGtcfs. 

The honourable gentleman had, however, contended, 
that an equal divifion was not made for all the branches of 
lervice, and had alked, why were they not all paid alike ? 
Was it not fufficient to fay, that it was impoflible ta provide 
for extraordinarics which could not be forefeen, and the 
amount of which it was impoflible to alccrtain ? He would 
go farther, and Gate, that it was impoflible to afeertain or 
meet the public expenccs, by ways and means, however large, 
it being out of the power and judgment of the Houle to form 
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an exaft opinion of what their amount might be. It could 
not be juftty raid, what the ftate of the confolidated fund would 
be, what fums the bank of England might agree to advance 
fotf the exigencies of the public, or what the loan would pro r 
duce. If, therefore, all the important points could not be 
known to the Houfe, as well as the exaft time at which they 
were to operate, was it any reproach to the treafury, that they 
were not able to forefee impofCbilities, or afeertain ways and 
means which, in their nature, were unafcertainablc ? It ihould 
alfo be confidered, that the extraordinaries were indifpenfible 
branches of the public fervice, which could not be carried on 
without the moft rigid punfluality in the payment of them* 

In the courfe of his fpeech, the honourable gentleman had 
touched on one head, though he had not thought proper to 
ground any charge on it. He Ihould therefore fay a few words 
on the fubje»ft of that bead, which related to the application of 
the vote of credit to paft fcrvices, and which the honourable 
gentleman confidered as a proceeding for which his majefty’s 
minifters expofed themfelves to blame. In dire& oppo£tion 
to the honourable gentleman, he would maintain, that the 
application of the vote of credit to pad fcrvices, was not only 
proper but juft and neceffary. Did the honourable gentleman 
mean to fay, that the armv money was not to be ufed for ex¬ 
traordinaries, and did he propofe to eftabliih it as a true pro¬ 
portion, that the exchequer bills were to be difpofed of^ and 
paid at a great lofs, for the purpofe of coming within the a£I of 
parliament I If that was his meaning, by fuch a fyftcm, the 
publiclc Would fuller in a moft material way, for government 
could not, according to that ftatement, difpofe of money then 
in their hands, for the payment of extraordinaries, while, to" 
the vaft prejudice of the public intcreft, they Would be obliged 
to part with exchequer bills at a conftderable lofs, aiid that to 
anfwer the very purpofe for which they had already in their 
poilclfion fufficient fums of money. Did the honourable gen¬ 
tleman call that meafure economy ? and was that conduct a 
part of his plan for the public retrenchment ? 

He next came to the charge of falfehood in the difpolition 
paper of the public money, which the honourable gentleman 
had fo ftrongly urged. There had never been, he maintained 
from theacceilion to the prefent moment, any difpofition paper" 
laid on the table of the Houfe, which was ndt equally liable 
to the fame charge as that brought forward by the honourable 
gentleman againft the prefent difpolition paper, of deceiving 
parliament. In all that period the fame kind of paper had been 
laid before the 'Houfe of Commons, without any variation. 

Gentlemen 
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Gqp&tffen therefore,, judge with \y.hat juflicc* with 

wba^t confiftency the hopouyabh gentleman coul^ mate /it * 
c h$tgq,agamft minifters of wishing to deceive parliament; 'a'*’ 
charge^ hi eh was merely grounded on the production of a ^aper 
*yhicfy from the acpefuoii to the prefect momciTt, been fur- ■ 
rriflied pjxciftdy in the fame manner and form. The paper had ’ 
be*n finned during the prefent reign by Mr. Sp-cr, the clerk’ 4 
of the it venue, a gentleman of gse.tf re fpcdl ability, and w^s 
laid on the table cf the Houfc «t& a matter of Courfej and fa 
little did he conceive it to be an objefl of any confluence, that 
he had not at any time mentioned a woid on the fubjedi matter 
of it to the gentleman v.-hofe oiScc it was to fign if. If, there¬ 
fore, the honourable gentleman confiJercJ the paper as guilty 
of falfehood, he truftedtiut the ho:mur..l>le gentlemans can¬ 
dour vvi uld acquit him (Use Chancellor o» the Lxchr quer) of 
any ilure in that weighty chaipc. I>ut the paper, unfortu-' 
nateiy for the honourable gentleman, happened to form a 
principal foundation of his charges. It appeared to involve 
a fubject of great and mighty concern ; it had, no doubt, been 
read ly (bine cf the moll attentive membeis in the Houfe ; it 
was equally true, hoavser, ili.it it had been read by fome of 
the moll inatten «ive 7 «-i*o i'i. was p. ifuaded lie could prove, 
that the honourable gcnrlcm: i had not, with all that attention 
for which he was diitin f ,ui:hed in financial eonfiderniions* 
read.ii The honorable gcntlwinan had fer out with 

declaring that the fianments <.or.i/.neJ in five paper were fal¬ 
lacious, anJ t a’coiaitJ to ivufl\iJ llw judgment of pirliamcnr; 
but it 10 happen d tJu* there vvaano: one word reipceling any 
particular fUument fo ba found in any parted’ it. That fuch 
yr$s the cafa he would undertake f o piovo, even to the fatisfac- 
non pf the hor.curuida iranilenum Iiitnul/. who would thcr< f>rc 
be obliged t-,. abandon ic of Ins th ef, but iil-chofcn grounds 
of attack. T iiJ title of the d/p-ifuicn paper vv.v% in i;RIf a re¬ 
futation of \%h.u haJ been u r gt J on the Strength ol it. It was 
an account of the fums.cJ iuon» y expended lor me public Ser¬ 
vices in the wm 1795, to Marcn 179*1, and was dr.povd tin¬ 
ker tbt icvc. al heads. It was liable to be taken in twoCnfcs: 
the mil was with regard to lhe zuw* re!pi tlbvelv r.pphed, and 
fo the honourable gentleman took it. Hut there was alfo 
anp;ber unciprcurion to which it was fubjrci, and the ho¬ 
nourable gcutlvpiao would find that it contained si difiincKlate- 
mciuEcJ the va/i.oushcads of fcrvice which cfu^TIy occurred 1 in 
nuhiic accounts, fuch a> nwvy, Qrdnam:e, land forces^ &C. tcc\ 
IjC^as uRfjwdl'onably true, ifiar it took notiVc of cvsty. fiiyn of 
CiOKJCt a»a tire* a total of tlie whole uivddr' pie'Colu &rf of 

" i * „ j £ •* ’if* '^ 
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funoB granted, and then gave fcparately the Turns granted <md 
the.Turns paid* The honourable gentleman had not however^* 
with his ufual acutenefs obferved that he had only mentioned' 1 * 
the items in general terms, for, unhappily for that very mate- - 
rial part of his charge on which he To much relied, inftead of 
,any Turns being ft?.ted or annexed to the items ^ there were only 
to be found oppofite to them perfect blanks. Such then was 
the ground on which the honourable gentleman had thought 
proper to bring part of his charge, and fuch was the hiftory of 
that paper, which had afforded fuch ill-founded comments j 
which had then been made out and laid on the tabic as a matter 
of courfe, and rcfpecling which the unvaried regulation had- 
been followed for near a century. 13 ut if even the honourable 
gentleman had been as fucccfsful as his wifhes led him to 
think he would have been, in ciiablifhng the falsehood of the 
paper, it certainly would not have followed that he (Mr. Pitt) 
was implicated in guilt. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer concluded by obfervmg, 
that though he might not have much to expert from the can¬ 
dour of the honourable gentleman, he had every reliand! on 
the candour and convi&ion of the Iloufe. 

Mr. Fox faid, he knew not what charafter the minifter 
would allow him for candour, but he was under the neceffity 
of (peaking upon the queftion before the Houfc, and he fhould 
Tpeak as he felt, as was his cuftom. He had liftened as atten¬ 
tively as he could to a very able fpccch delivered by the right 
honourable gentleman. What (truck him hi ft, upon reviewing 
that fpeech was, shat the minifter had made great exertions 
where thete was the leaft occafion for exertion, in point of 
real argument. Where his honourable friend (Mr. Grey) bad 
dwelt the leaft, and touched on points as being merely inci¬ 
dental, there the minifkr had been the mod elaborate in his 
anfvver. Where-his honourable friend had been the molt for¬ 
cible, there the miniftcr had been the leaft explicit. The truth 
of this matter was, the r ; ght honourtfble gentleman had faid* 
much on points which leqifred but little, and very little on 
thofe which required a good deal. Tne right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, however, had been very methodical and he fhould en¬ 
deavour to follow him in the order he had adopted. i he part 
on which the right honourable gentleman was the moft fuOr 
cefsful, was, that which went (imply to ftate, that the whole 
which had been done by adminiftration, againit the letter’of 
the law, was the refult of neceffity. On this he had juftified 
the whole of his extraordinaries, on the extent ot which his ho¬ 
nourable friend had ipoken fo ably this d.iy. Now, if any 
Vo1. IV. 1796. 3 F gentleman 
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genrleman had hra» cl the (peech of the rninifter that night, with¬ 
out hearing that of his honourable friend, that was ro fay, 
whoever had heard the defence, without hearing the accufation, 
would have thought that the accufation was merely the incur¬ 
ring of any extraordinaries at alt, not that they had been in¬ 
curred iniprovidenriy, or that they had been withheld impro¬ 
perly from the Houle, or that when incurred or provided for, 
the money voted lor them had not been applied to their difeharge. 
On army extraordinaries he would ftrft fay, in a general way, 
that, to a certain degree, they were evils unavoidable. He 
faid this without diffidence, becaufe extraordinary had been 
recognized by the Houfe of Commons, prccilcly under the 
defeription which he was then giving nr them. I he rninifter 
himfclf had in his fpccch of that day admitted txfraorJinarics to 
he an evil, but had contended that th( v were nrccllary. This was 
theanfwer which he gave to that part of the charge, although 
by what he had faid, he had admitted them to be, to a certain 
degree, contrary to the principles ot our conftitution. He 
mart therefore contend, that tbefe practices, which partook of 
an unconftitutiona! nature, ought to be avoided as much as pof- 
fible in our executive government in its future arrangement!* 
/The right honourable gentleman maintained, that if the cx- 
pences of the* year exceeded what the executive government 
had forefeer, and that m matters which required immediate 
payment, we mult pay that fervice which has that ncctffiu y 
demand upon u> ; and when that ntccftiiy demands ir, we 
muft fo far obey the a£i of appropriation. Undoubtedly this 
would always appear to be true, if it was to argued generally, 
as the rninifter was pleafed to argue it now: and this fort or 
argument would be applicable to any other law, as well as 
the appropriation a£t, inevitable r.eccility being nn anlvvcF 
to every thing. This, certainly, taken in its full extent, 
would applj to any a£t of parliament, ns well as the appropri¬ 
ation adt. Jt would, in fhoct, apply to every thing as a gene¬ 
ral rule, and only be fubjeft to fume particular exceptions* 
as* ftiolt general rules are. 

The right honourable gentleman had alluded to the cafe 
which was debated in the year J743 or 1744, where the 
Houfe of Commons had inquired into the difpofit’on of 40,000!. 
^n<f how far that was, or was not, a deviation from the 
diity of the executive government to make the appro¬ 
bation which they did of that money; whether there was 
j-^urrd for cenfuring adminiftration ? and that upon that 
the Houfe of Commons had determined, that this 
Coiulutt of executive government was deletving of praife in- 
J Head 
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ftcad of cer.fure. No doubt of the regularity of that determi¬ 
nation of the Houle of Commons, nay, he would go farther, 
and fay, ‘hat had he been a member of that Houfc at that time,, 
he believed he fhould have voted in the majority upon that 
occafion. What principle did the agitation of that queftion 
inculcate? It {hewed to us this, that 145 members of the 
Houfc of Commons of that day, thought that the flighted devi¬ 
ation from the letter of the appropriation aft deferved to be 
cenfurcd; and here he could not help obferving, that the mi- 
nifter feemed to think that he was fpeaking ad homtnem to him, 
when he told him that perfon for whole memory he had, as he 
ought to have, great eftceni and gratitude (his father), voted 
in the majority. To which he could only anfwer, that he 
bJieved toe right honourable gentleman would find on exami¬ 
nation, that another perfon equally entitled to the dleem and 
gratitude of that light honourable gentleman (the lare earl of 
Chatnam), voted in the minority in the fame divuinn, and 
therefore thought that it was proper to cenfure minifters for 
applying this money, even on that occafion, contrary to the 
pro\ ilions of the appropriation aft. But what was the acciUa- 
rion here ? not that the payment of a particular Bill drawn 
iiniuld not be made, when rh*t became neccflary for the fer- 
vice; that his honourable triend was incapable of mak- . 
ing, or if he did, Air. b oxfaid, he was fure he would retill 
it \ but that the extraordinaries had for a long time been ilu- 
ciojfly concealed from the Houfc, when the minifters ought 
t > have flared them, beenufe they knew them. It had been 
hated-, that a book, which he admired as much as any. 
out* did, anti alfo by the repot t of a committee of that Houfc 
in 1782, the extraordinaries of the American war were cen- 
fured. They certainly were Id. The right honourable gen¬ 
tleman Lad liatcd that the extraordinaries were very great in 
that war, and that ad mini ft ration could not now be blamed 
for thefe cxtraordinarics, any more than they were at that time.. 
Upon tins, he mult obfcrve, that the cafe was widely diffe¬ 
rent between the condition of that adminiitration and the pre- 
ient. However dclirabie it might be to put an end to extra™ 
ordinaries at that moment, it was abfolutely impottible. Was 
the cafe the fame with the right honourable gentleman ? In*, < 
dignaiu as he profelled to be at the amount of thefe.extraordi- ^ 
naries, and violent as he was at the admmiftration winch ha<^ - 
carried them to fueh an extent; coming into power upqn 
chefe principles, .and prcfulmg in the go\ eminent of country 
during (even years of peace, one would luve naturally ex¬ 
pected that in this particular a: lcafl, there would, have beet 1 

3 3 ' ibuic 
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fame radical reform; inftead of which the prefent minifter lays 
before parliament accounts of extraordinary .expenses • which 
4 jfejrflKCjsed any that were ever incurred by his prpdecefiors. 
t ^iuj t fight honourable gentleman had talked of our exttraondi- 
j*$|ies being no more than 4,000,000). in three years. The 
/»& was, they exceeded that amount in this .very year j and 
upon this pan of the fubjc£H the right honourable gentleman 
had made for himfelf deductions which he did not allow in his 
calculations to lord North. Mr. Fox Hated the futns, to illuf- 
tratehis obfervation. 

He next proceeded to obferve that the minifter had that day 
defended himfelf by referring to the American war, the prac¬ 
tice of which they had all reprobated, and the right honour¬ 
able gentleman moft of any; this was a little lingular, but 
however,.fo it was, and the lloufe would do well to obferve 
, it. The light honourable gentleman had taken up confide- 
rable time upon this, and he was- Carry he had imitated him in 
that refpeCt, for the point was too clear to require much ar¬ 
gument, The great matter, to be explained was, how did it 
happen that when the Houle had voted fums for exrraordina- 
jies, that thefe fums were not applied to the purpoles for 
which the Houfe thought they were iutended ? That the 
Services were not paid lor as provided? He wifhed to know 
why they were delayed after they were provided for? He 
wifhed to know in particular why the payment of the clothing 
of the army had been fo lung delayed, and that contrary to 
the exprefs direction of the act of parliament palled for that 
purpofe? Why! tee honourable gentleman would fay, be- 
cauje money allowed for that purpofe was applyed necdlarily 
to other lVrvices. Surely, however, that complaint fhould 
not have cxiftedan hour after the vote of the next, which in¬ 
cluded ail thefe allowances, and made up all thefe deficiencies: 
How did the minitler anfwer this? By acknowledging a fyf- 
j.tjem w'hich tended to bring our finances info a Hate of greater 
, <sonfufion than any man in this country ever thought of before* 
The fyftem of the right honourable gentleman was, that new 
votes lor old demands fhould, at the diferetion of the execu¬ 
tive government, be applied to the oifeharge of (till newer de¬ 
mands, fo that to the uncertainty of the application of money 
jyoted by parliament, the jre was to be no end. How was it 
; pofiible to come to any clcarnefs in pra&ice upon fuch a fyf- 
, tern? What excufe could there be made for fuch confufion? 

. wby riot apply money in general to the purpofe for which it 
}yrn lp?cifical!y voted ? The extraordinaries were generally 
voted early in the feflion. At leaft he was entitled to afk, 

why 
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%hy we did not pay off arrears of former years^ fbr {which , 
fiims had been fpecifically voted?* * fi>% * 

*To put this point in another way, the minifter fhottfti itere* 
after candldlv declare, that although he called ompaiTiatoeni to ; 
vote a ftiin of money for a particularly defer ibcd^ufffofe, than 
He neverthelefs meant to apply it to another. c He heartily 
wi filed that there might come a fyftem by which' they fhouUt 
trnderftand direAly what it was they were doing. That* if 
neceffary, v the Houfe might vote fo much occafionally for the * 
deficiency of frpplyof each preceding year under ttoat head 
fpocifically. Although this would appear extraordinary, he ' 
could not help thinking it would be a confiderable improve* 
fnent in the mode of tranfafting the kuflnefs-of the public* 4 
r l'hey would then annually fee how much the preceding yea* 
was deficient, and clearneis was eflenttai in the tomfactiugof 
bufinefs. That, therefore, inftead of voting an v exfraords* x 
naries, there fhould be voted fums to fati?fy aJl demands for ? 
fcrvices, the payments of which had not been fulfilled on ac¬ 
count (to make ufe of a favourite expreffion of the mjniftcr) 
of the diverfion of former ferviccs. It would be bftter to da 
fo at once, for that in fubftance, although not in letter, they 
had been a Jong time doing. That would not be a more fub-t 
fiantia! difobedience to the law than the prefent pradfice, and ' 
it would be accompanied by the advantage of being more 
intelligible to the public. 

On what principle was it, that inflead of fettling our 
arrears, they left thofe arreais Handing on account of the 
neceflity of fettling new demands r Let them fee to what 
this practice would lend. The minifter laid that new demands 
were often more urgent than arrears. Granted. The vote 
of credit was exhausted. Theie new demands might be Hated ’ 
to the Houfe, and then they Ihould provide for them as they / 
occurred, inftcad of poftponirg the payment of arrears, in Head 
of diftreffing thofe who accufcd thein vf that fhameful and 
fcandalous mode of conduA. Thefe arrears fell heavy on the 
perfons to whom they were due firtt; afterwards on theexccuV}lj 
five government, and finally heavy on the mate of the people, • t 
who muft bear the whole of their load eventually. Iffome regu- ^ 
lation be not adopted upon this, where were they to end ? * ;/ 
The minifter laid, that theft were extraordinary fervices for 
which it was neccfliry to appropriate money in preference tq 
other fei vices of (aft year. If t‘:e fact were fo, he muft ob, ^ 
ferve, that, unlefs fomc regulation be made of this, new fer«* • 5 
vices would follow one another, io that the Houfe of Com-* 

mofiSp 


« 
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flnons, or the people, could never know that the money was 
appljed lo the purpofes for which the law required it to be 
applied* Befides the perpetual confufion which fuch arrange* 
uft produce in our accounts, how is parliament to 
krtdw A where this fyftem may end r VVe may go on perpetu¬ 
ally contracting debt, and perpetually voting extraordinaries 
for part deficiencies, but which are applied to new demands, 
leaving always the arrears unpaid. 

Having faid fo much upon the violation of the appropriation 
aft, he came next to the consideration of the pay m afters* aft; 
he contended it had alfo been mod pofitivdy and tinnecefl'arily 
broken, if the Bank would not receive the .exchequer bills, 
which it was admitted they had a right lo reject, why did not 
government iflue money in another way for the purpofe for 
Which thefe bills were iflued ? They afterwards, it feems, 
came to fome arrangement witn the Bank ; butfuppofing that 
this arrangement had never taken place, to what fituation 
would they have been reduced ? Had the Bank, or had it not 
a right to refufe thefe Bills ? They certainly had. They did 
refufe th&n for fome time, the consequence of which was a 
breach of the aft of parliament. And if this arrangement 
had never taken place, they would have been precisely in the 
fituation of doing for a longer time, what they aftually did 
for a ihort time, and then the inconvenience to the public 
would have been prodigious. 

He then came to the difpoution paper, on which the right 
honourable gentleman admitted there was much explanation to 
be made. He was right in admitting that, there certainly was 
much to be explained. He had /iilened, however, very atten- 
tively to what the minifter called an explanation of that fub- 
ject, and he muft confefs that he did not hear any thing that 
appeared to him to excufe or paliate the mmifter’s comluft 
upon the fubject; of what was in itielf a breach of a politive 
law without a juft caufc for it. It was faid, that it had been 
the conftant practice of the Houfe to violate the appropriation 
aft. /That 2 committee had reported its difapprobation of the 
breach of that aft, but that as parliament had never done any 
thing againft the mode of appropriating money to the dis¬ 
charge of the extraordinaries fiom time to time, they feemed 
by that file nee to admit there w^ no poflibihry of preventing 
tbcabufe. He would not then qutftion the validity of that 
yeafoning. He owned, however, it appealed to him to be at 
leaf! doubtful. It feemed to him to be a little hafty, to fay 
that parliament has .made no law againft this practice with 

regard 
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regard to extraordiraries, and that therefore they did not dif^ . 

approve of the practice. J 3 ut when parliament had declared* 
as decidedly they had done, that it was contrary to the prin¬ 
ciples of the court nation, they muft be fuppafed at leaft to 
think that the exifting laws were fufficient, if pfdpcr'y in- \ 
forced, to remedy the evil. But, faid the right honourable 
gcnil^nan, parliament, by making no provinon to prevent 
thcfc extraordinaries encroaching on the appropriation aft, , 
fhewed they connived at it. He would grant the mini (ter the . 
whplc force ot this argument. If parliament were of this fenti- 5 
merit, the more force there muft be in the afts which they had 
really pafled, and which were declaratory of their fentiments 
on this fubjeft, becaule thofe who. connive at fome abufes ; 
mutt furcly be well convinced of others before they prohibit * 
them. Thus by relying on what they had not done, the right **' 
honourable gentleman had given double weight to what they 7, 
had done in the way of prohibition. What had they faid on 
the cloathing ot the army? When parliament deipajjpd, if 
the minifter pleated, of adopting any general regulation 
againft extraordinaries, thtey declared certain things muft be 
done, and ordered a ftrift and liberal obfer vance with regard 
to the cloathing of the army. For this purpofe they direftei 
the paymafter to make certain memorials at certain times; 
that he fhould draw fuch and fucli Bills, and that payments 
fhoula be made on certain ftated times. The minifter ftated 
upon this point (to fhew he could llatefomething on that fub- 
jeck) that this was not a charge on the treafury, nor on him in 
his official lltuation. To this he would obferve that his hon. 
friend (Mr. Grey) did not complain of him particularly, but 
of minifters generally, upon this fubjeft, and therefore there 
was nothing in the di&nftion of the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, upon that point. Here, however, he muft complain 
againft the minifters who evciy day adted contrary to Jaw, 
and that not a law made at a time when the fubjedt of it was 
not well underftood. The minifter fair!,, that this was an aft 
with which it was impoftible to comply ; that it required a 
memorial to be prefented when that is impoflible. Be it fo* 
That it required the payment of inoi.ey when it was not in 
the poffelfion of executive government. Be it fo. But it wai 
an aft of parliament framed when the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman was jumfelf a member of that Houle, and aftive in the 7 
pulling of w aft, (although that was not material.) But 
this was not an old aft of parliament, formed when the bufi- 
nefs of the executive government was not underftood, as it is 
by his majefty’s minifters. Ic was a modern aft of parlia¬ 
ment 
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mertflb prevent thofe very abides which he confended^h’^t |o," n 
i>e fSmfiri the fpirit of the appropriation ail. .Wheo, 
ni ffi xo f Ki d cm d-the fupply of the year, ought Jbe no£ . 

cartfflit^atJ cwifukrcii the taw of the country l , Oueht he Wot 


foSs to be impoffiblt to be obeyed, 01 its proviftons complied 
with ? Did the miniikr fay.that the,provifions of this a<3 were 
difficult in time's-of war? That.it was an 3$ of parliament, 
in Which it was impoiTihle to proceed at all times ? Did the 
mini tier come tothe Houle, awd complain of an a& of his 
own making? Did he complain that it was wholly impraclt' 
cable in t’me of war? Tftat it was the time lor which it was 
principal!? made? What reafon had the miniftcr to complain 
of this' iirltcad ol complying with it f In tlie years 1794 and 
* 795 > he did not comply.with it. He feemed to leave ,the' 
act las t y monument of the intfficacy of ,parliament; a monu- 
meht of the motives of a man which are only that of, intend¬ 
ing!! o gam a little popularity ; forwbich. he feems to favoyjc . 
a popular ait, but with which, after it is palled, be does not 
mean to comply, nor does comply when afterwards he comef 
into office. The character of men in that Hojufe .bad from ' 
fifthly events been queftiuned and fufpcdLd from tirhe to tjpie 
for the laft forty years j and he was lorry to fay that many 
tfihigsWere done, that had a very unfavourable effedt on many 
characters in the courfc of that time. He . would not s fay,, 
although he felt much, what might be thougnt upon that fub- 
in conlcqiierrce of what had happened within the Is’ft 
tWo years. Thitfe'things fhould be recollected by that Houfe. 
They concerned the members of it nearly. The more ef¬ 
fect ally when certain doctrines which he bad lately heard .were 
tto tie maintained by the minifter of executive govcrr.tncnr. 
Much had been thrown cut (he was nut now enquiring 
whether right or #rOng) againll the conduit of Sir Robert 
Walpole, and it was faid in his time that man profefied what 
bt'did nor mean to practice, That charge, he feared, was much 
thfere juft now than it was then. Men had feme time ago 
’fo reprobated the condu£t of others, that they had gone fo Jar 
“as to fay it was impoffible to make part, of an adminiftration 
Tvlth them. What did they do now ?. Only, to the neo- 
,J $^wc will bring in acts of parliament to atnu(ie the public in 
iildf things that are theoretically right,are maintajnedj.but 
jlSliteti the authors of them have gained -a little popularity^ they 
* difc'bey the orovifions of fuck adts, and ajakefpeecbes the 

impracticability 
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imptfa&icaWldy of then. He knew out what influence tftertfr 
might he in that, Houihi this, howaaec, Jia kn*vy> that 
impoflibie for that Botife- to have she cowndcnce of tbs pwWtfy 
if tlyejf'did hot take cate that numAers obeyed afts pf parlifc.* 
moot, inftead of talking, of the impr*$tc*biluy of $fan ? wfrm 
called upt»n tq obey them. The mmifter, tjido him 

had fold a great deal of explanation was due tq this fubjedf,* 
The misfortune was, that lie aid not give that ejjplanptiqp. 
By the explanation which be gave, the a& of parkaingnt* to 
which he had a* laft afluded, would be null and void j b?r 
caufe it never could be told when the right honourable .gen¬ 
tleman would be able to calculate exadBy what would be the 
expence of the year, and till that time he had afLiqcd %dtf*> 
penfing power with regard to the provifions of the law* He 
agreed with the mintfter, that to over calculate the expenqq, 
of the year would be disadvantageous to the public. He ag«?edr 
too that the very beft fyltecn was to make the eftimate as great) 
and the excraordiaariefi as little as podible. Upon that point 
he had often complained before, and he complained then, that the 
ministers had not done his ufitjoft. An evideoimftance A the 
cafe of the barracks prefentted uifeU; the mmifter tum^lf had faid 
that it would haw been more regular to have given to the 
Houle of Commons an account of them in the nr$ wftancc ; 
and yet thefe mtntHers who pleaded guilty in the in fiance of 
barracks, told the Houle that m every other in Ha nee they had 
done better than thew predecefTors. 

Having faid this, he m«ft obferve upon the general put-line 
of the fubjedt before the Houle, that in his opinion a vote of 
credit was better than extraordinaries ; ftrft, becaufe vou pro¬ 
vide m the former for the litferelt of the debt you incur ; fj*- 
condly, you do not, by a vote of credit, difobey a pofitivc agt 
of parliament, m complying with fuch vote. He mud ^gaia 
defire to know, whether extraordinanes might not be voted 
immediately after they were incurred when parliament yvere 
fitting i What advantages were there to be expend ip a 
financial point of view, to fay nothing of the principle, if ex- 
Craordinancs incurred this day were to be voted immediately 
by the Houle i How Hood the cafe, when compared with the 
cfoathing Of the army, which was required by law ? He vyiflx.- 
ed to know why he did not provide for them at once, if n^cef- 
fary, by a vote of credit. The mmifter (aid his votes qf credit 
bore a greater proportion to the expence than in former warjs, 
and yet he would defray expences of this year oqt qf momy 
voted in the laft*. He would »&. why the vote of credit, ought 
not to be increafed* rather than that the (mice .of Jaft war 
>.Yol. IV 179b* 3G fhould 
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ftould be unpaid ? The right honourable gcnileman had 
dated a number of fuppofitions. He faid» he could not know 
the extent of the eftimates of the fervice altogether, or the time 
they would each of them occur. Certainly. He (aid ahp^he* 
could not eftimate when our fuppliea will come in: the moft 
certain in that refpedt were* the land and malt j another was 
the cafe of the exchequer billsj and moft of all, was the period 
when the loan was to be paid.—Granted. But, what occa- 
fion-had they to fuppofe when they were talking of fa As ? One 
loan came in fo early laft year, that it was argued that a pof- 
frble inconvenience might- arife from the circumftance; that 
the loan might come in before they had ufe for it; and that it 
would be lying dead upon our hands, while they were paying 
the intereft firft. At this very period mmifters were proceed¬ 
ing in direA difbbedience to the aA of parliament, and they 
were fcandaloufly in arrear to the army. 1 hen, he would 
fay again, he had no occafion to have recourfe to fuppofition 
while he was furnilhed with faAs uprn ihe fubieA. 

With rcfpeA to this year, 9,000,000!. had already been ex¬ 
pended in the army. He » ouid leave the Houfe to judge what 
they were likely to do next year. As to the queftion, W hat 
was t^e blame of the executive government ? he would fay 
there was much indeed in under all the circumftanccs in the 
difub Vice of the law, in their proceeding without informing 
the iiu-fe of what they were doing, and what was the litua- 
tion o* the country. Of allowing the Houle to take fteps to 
prevent future difobedience, which, after all the notice which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had from the year 1783 and 
jr-84, and the part he htmfelf took in the proceedings ot that 
time, appeared to him to lie intolerable, to be highly criminal; 
out all this, great as it wa«, Hill appeared to be comparatively 
little, wnen placed by the fide of the difobedience of the pay- 
mafter’s aA : without coming to the Houfe for an indemnity, 
year after year, minifters cifobeycd the aA, and that on prin¬ 
ciples which made the whole of the aA a mere piece of wafte 
paper, except when they came to calculate the extent of our ex¬ 
igences : Had he any difficulty m faying that this was a great 
mifdemeanor in admmiftration, and that which called for the 
public judgment ? Moft certainly he had not. It ieemea, 
nowever, that the right honourable gentleman thought of fe- 
runng hunfelf by precedent. The right honourable gentleman 
had heard of the cafe of the Earl of Macclesfield, who, in many 
refpeAs was a worthy charaAer. How ftood the cafe upon 
the-trial of that nobleman ? What was faid by the wifeft men 
ot thfltday upon that occafion ? that precedent of fimilar con- 
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duft m others ought not to prevent the pronounciation of iudj> 
mentupon guilt. He would therefore fay, that although pjreji 
cedent might be pleaded to prevent a rigorous judgment, yet 
it was no jufttfication of the breach of the law. On the pay* 
maker’s act, therefore, he would fay no excufe could be offer-' 
ed, for there was no precedent for its breach. It wasan a fit 
of parliament recently made on a full confideration of the fub- 
jefit. An aft which all men were bound to obey, and the mi-' 

, nifter more than any other, on account of the (hare he took in 
framing of it. , 

The minifter had, however, wilfully, wittingly, wantonly, 
and unneceftariiy difobeyed it; and he could not help faying, 
that adminiftration, by fuch conduct, had made the aft a (hect 
of wafte paper; he defied any man to (hew what the afil was 
good for, if the minifter’s defence was juft. The minifter faid 
it was inapplicable to a time of peace. This fhould have been 
ftated to the Houfe long ago, if that was really the feeling 
which die minifter had upon the fubjefit. He would again re¬ 
peat, and he was forry to be obliged to repeat, that minifters 
had knowingly, wittingly, wilfully, and according to their,^Wn 
ftatement, unnecelTarily, fet this aft afide, and made it a (heft 
of wafte paper. 

Heartily agreeing with his honourable friend, in all the fafih' 
he ftated, Mr. Fox faid, he Ihould molt cordially vote for the 
motion before the Houfe. 

Mr. Steele faid, he was not inclined to follow the right 
honourable gentleman who fat down through his variety of 
argument; he rofe merely to fay a few words refpefiting the 
pay-office, in which he was fo interefted and-connected. His 
right honourable friend, (Mr. Pitt) had indeed faved him even 
the trouble of explanation to any length, and hence he Ihould 
confine himfelf to a point or two. The right honourable 
gentleman had contended that the pay-office aft was rendered 
nugatory and wafte paper; this, he could declare from his 
■ own experience, was not the cafe; many and beneficial con¬ 
fluences were owing to it, fo many and fo notorious, that 
it was neediefs for him to dwell upon them. 

With regard to his not complying with the provifions oftfie 
aft refpefiting the cloathing of the military, it was impoffible. 
The payments were to be made half-yearly to the colonels of 
. the regiments for the off-reckonings; and hence it was im¬ 
poffible to comply direfitly with the aft. The right honourable 1 
gentleman laid, when minifters could not put the provifions of 
the aft in praftice, that it behoved them to come and afk* it* 
repeal. Whether, or not they were highly culpable for not 
<■ 3 G 2 
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-having done fo, he left the HoUfe to judge. But if they could 
slot do as the dire<fted,'hewhs a war*that fUarimment Wttuld 

-tlQt idotne to a refolution to condemn‘tbetfc for violating fclaw 
, , ■which it was out of their power to obferve. 

’With regard to the off-reckonings, a varfety'of-pspers Wen: 
Irequifite for officers abroad, which COuK) Wttbetet hirid When 
-the payments were obliged to be made. 'As to theTfxchiNjuer 
bills, it was true that the bank had refafed receiving them, 
■and hente 83,0001. were obliged to be iffued in December, 
1793, and put into the hands of the cafhier of the ^ay-offioe. 
■Thebe Were however arrangements made to prevent any fuch 
inconvenience in future. Mr. Steele concluded with moving 
the previous queftion. 

Mr. Fox explained. 

Mr. Sbtridan obferved, the light honourable gentleman 
feemed to infinuate that he had affirmed great merit fbr the 
motion Which he brought forward in April, 1784, He hoped 
from his manner, that it Was not his intention to oppofe the 
fentiments which it contained, and therefore defiled that it 
fhtuld be read from the Journals by the clerk. The motion 
was to the following effect:•—.** That it is the opinion of the 
“ committee, that jf any perfon in his majefty’s treafury (hall 
•* mifapply any of the public money, contrary to the adt of ap- 
•* pfopriation, or to fimfter putpofts during a diffohitibn of par- 
* c liament, the faid perfon or perfoiis fhall be adjudged guilty of 
“ a high crime and mifdemeanor.” This was the refolution 
to which the right honourable gentleman had adverted in his 
fpeech, which contained do&rines which he hoped he did not 
now difavow, he recolle&ed he had the honour of his fupport 
•atthe time it was propofed, on the ground of its containing 
fentiments, which he could not controvert; he hoped now 
that it was not his intention to rctradt his former fupport of 
that motion, if he did, he conceived that it would be much 
more alarming than any thing contained in his fpeecb. 

“The Houfe then divided, and Mr. Grey's refblutions were 
^Begatived by the previous queftion. 


Jyes, 

(For the previous queftion,) - 

20Q 

Non , 

• 



Majority 

I 7 I 

AJiouriitfd. 



HOUSE OF COMMONS. 



. Saturday, May 3 . 

~i n- re were ten orders of the day, which were all difpofed 

Sir 
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, 5 *r Philip .Stephen t brought; up the report of the Longitude 
w ij>ch being agreed to, the Bill was ordered to be eu- 

grolled. 

Mr. Rofe brought in a Bill to 'enforce .the adt of laft feffions, 
for railing * certain number of porfoos from the feveral coun¬ 
ties of England for the fervice of his m^jetty’s navy, which 
Was read.* fixft time. 

Mr. Hobart -brought up the report of the committee of fup- 
Wy, and ways and means, which were read and agreed to, 
and Bills ordered to be brought in in purfuance of the latter. 

The Bills for more effectually preventing the landing of 
jgoods, wares, or merchandifes, without the prefence of a pro¬ 
per officer, &c. was read a third time and palled. 

The Lottery Bill, Bill for appropriating a certain fum for 
■the redudtion of the national debt, and the Bill for exempting 
.windows of dairies from the window light duty, palled com- 
Jtoittees, 

The Bill foi funding the navy debt was read a fecond time. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, May 9. 

The Bills on the table were read in their different ft ages. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, May 9. 

The Leaderihall-ft reet, and Gravel-lane Eaft-India ware- 
'hoofes Bills were reported. Ordered to be engrofleJ. 

The Bedford Road, Bickner’s Naturalization, and Lenton 
and Radfotd Inclofure Bills, were read a third time and 
paffed. 

Lord Sheffield prefertted a petition from the inhabitants of 
Lewes, in favour Of the dog tax, with an exception for the 
purpofe Of exempting cottagers from the operation of the tax. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

SUPPLY. 

The Houfe rcfolved into a committee of fupply, Mr.:Ho- 
• bart in the chair. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved as a refedntion. 
That a fum not exceeding 500,0001. be granted for dxfcbargiog 
ifbe navy debt. 
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The Secretary at War moved “ That a'furti not exceeding 
1,700.0001. be granted for the army extraordinaries for lift 

year 1796. ' 

That the fum of 438,035!. be granted for the payment of 
foreign troop* raifed, or to be raifed, for the year 1796. 

M* . Sheridan (aid he (houJd object, in the moft pofitive terms; 
to this country’s continuing to employ a fet of men, who, it 
whc apparent, were men that could not in any manner, or in 
any p'ace, be depended on, and who it was impoffible, without 
betraving the intcrefts of this country, to fend either on an ex¬ 
pedition to the Weft Indies, or any other place where troops 
might be neccflary. He did not perfc&ly underftand what 
might be the deftiny of the troops that were to be the obje<2 of 
this expence, nor how many regiments of them at prefent exift- 
e d, neither did he know where they were at prefent, they were 
points of no great confequence; this he knew, that -the employ* 
ment of emigiants againft their countrymen, had been attend¬ 
ed with fatal confequences to this country, and had been pro¬ 
ductive only of that expence and difgrace which he was well af- 
fured the continuance of fuch an abfurd fyftem would but tend 
to inci e.ife and aggravate. 

General Tarletcn wifticd to know what regiments had been 
raifed, and the prelent ftate of them. He only knew of a 
corps ot French gentlemen, who ferved at a very moderate 
pay; he did not think there were, at this time, any regiments 
of emigrants. 

The Secretary bt War faid, the Houfe (bould take into con¬ 
federation the ftate of thofe unfortunate men, who had been 
forced to leave their country, many of them had been long 
in tervice, and were men ol conhdcrable rank j they were now 
employed upon the fame terms on which the emigrants ferved 
in the regiments of La Chatrcs, Monteny, and Caftres ; they 
were ftationed at Jerfcy and Gucrnfiy, and they performed 
fuch duty ns might be required of them. Humanity dictated to 
us to provide for men in then fituation, and it was providing 
for them in a way the leaft likely to wound their feeling-,; it 
was befides beneficial to the fcrvice of the country to employ 
them in a military capacity. 

Mr. Grey declared, that he had no objection to extend the 
relief to any fet of men whofe fituation appealed to the bene¬ 
volence of the Houfe. The emigrants certaiuly had that claim, 
and he Ihould be glad to fee evety relief granted to them they 
m ^ht be in want of, but he did not fre the neceffity of pro- 
%idi«g.for them as an army, after the experience we before 
1. .-j the little dependence there was to be placed on (heir 

exertions, 
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encrtkms* particularly in the Quiberon affair. He thought 
it the duty of every member of that Houfe to give it a decided 
negative. • 

- The Secretary at War faid, he could not conceive upon what 
grounds gentlemen fhould fuppofe that the F rench corps to be 
employed would betray the caufe in which they are engaged, or 
a£t contrary to their profeffions. The failure of the Quiberon 
expedition was reiorted to, but it was riot to be inferred that' 
the failur e of that expedition was owing either to the mifma- 
nagement at home, or want of courage and energy in the' 
French emigrants abroad : it was owing to one of thofe un- 
forefeen circumftances that are likely to happen in every civil 

war, and it did not follow bccaufe there were Tome treacherous 
men who were employed in that expedition, that we fhould 
therefore ceafe to employ an emigrant, whofe deteftation of his- 
countrymens condudf, would operate to prevent his following 
their example. 

General Tirleton faid, it was matter of extreme furprife to 
him, that the honourable gentleman fhould withhold the in¬ 
formation refpedting the Quiberon expedition from the Houfe, 
which would enable it to judge with accuracy, upon what 

was, or was not, the real caufe of its failure. The honours 
able gentleman, when firft applied to for that purpofe, did not- 
himfelf make any fofid objection to the production of whatever 
might be neceffary for the information of the Houfe, but an - 
appeal to the higher power, had furniihed the honourable gen¬ 
tleman with plenty of reafons why fuch information fhould not 
be granted. If the papers which had been moved for refpedt- 
ing the hufinefs had been brought forward, the honourable 
gentleman, he had little doubt, would find there was that * 
in them, which would be more than fufficient to fubjedt him j 
not only to the cenfure, but the punifhment of the Houfe of 
Comfnons. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer rofe to objedt to any dif- : - 
quifition on the fubjedt at this time. He could convince the ♦ 
Houfe, by the molt unanfwerable arguments, of the impro¬ 
priety and impolicy of producing the papers alluded to. If 
any gentleman thought proper to make a motion on that fub- 
ject, he had no doubt of carrying convidtion to the minds of ' 
the Houfe in general, of the impolicy of acceding'to fuch a * 
requeft. He had not the fmalleft objedtion to go into a dif- 
cuffion of the bufinefs, if the papers already produced were 
thought to contain fufficient grounds to arraign the condudfc 
of minifters, and would appoint a day for fuch difcufSon. 

Mr. Sheridan faid in reply to what had fallen from the 

honourable 
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htewwraWe Secretary *t War^ concwBrng Hw- tlituit^TiK*? 
QoibwoiV. expedition, being cl ailed anftcttg thfr -u p foe rf ea rt » 
calamities of civil war, that if minifters would employjwewi 
who* are unworthy of truA and confidence, and who have 
proved thrmfclves fo on every occafion where they have bee*-, 
miffed, what can beexpedfed but defeat difgrace, aftdrt ^Q , 
Ms had always though*.the Quiberon bufoneft,and fiaould evcr 
think it,, one. of the moil mifmanaged, moil inhumanly rm£> 
managed eoJpeditions, that ever difgraced the annals of this or 
any other country. 

• fTrlte refolutiott was agreed to. w 

The next refohtpon propoted was for granting the fum of* 

ft^OvOOOk towards*, the expence of building barracks. 

>, Mr. Grey laid, he would not repeat the arguments againft 
the efhblifhment of them, but as he conceived it to beodan* 
gerous innovation. o(i die contlituuon, he would giv^ it his 
negative. 

• Mr. Harrifm wifhed to know if the money was to be ex¬ 
pend^ in erecting any new barracks. 

Tin ChanceUtr of the Exchequer faid, no new ones would be 
built unkls they were wanted. Another resolution was 
for granting 1500I.* lor the aiSftance of the Veterinary 
College. 

A -motion vras made, that there be laid before the Houle an 
^account of the general franks up to the 6th of April, 1796 ; 
which being prefen ted by the proper per ion from the poft- 
Office, the fame was ordered to lie on the table. 


SUCCESSION TO REAL ESTATES. 

V 

■ ; On the queflion being put, that the report of the committee 
the Bill for taxing the collateral fucceffion to real dlates be 

• now recorrfidered, 

i. Mr. Crev.-e moved, that in place of the word ** now, the 
'~yta>rds$ u this day three months be fubftiwted. 
t ■*' Jjird George Cavendijh fecorded the motion. He faid that 

• fhis tint appeared liable to two principal objections. The infe- 
ccrity which it would give to landed property, and the produc¬ 
tion of Heeds, which, from the power veiled in the commrf- 

‘ ftonerS'Of the revenue it would occafion. it would tend to de¬ 
preciate landed property. It tended to equalise all property', 
and would operate as a confifcation of all the great landed 
eftates in the country, for the life of the government. Con- 
■fofcrfirtg this as its effect, he was called upon to refill it, if the 

• levelling principle was carried interaction, he cared but little 
’ : iii**thc r it was introduced by the high hand of power, or 

came 
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came frtfrrt the quarter wh'ich Come mbft apprehended. M* 
tWRikhad-bcenbut lately printed, and had only been awe- 
day^n the harids of gentlemen, and as the principle 0# thfc' 
roea&re Was fo new and important, he thought time fhoulifce 
given to confider it maturely, and that fon>e delay fhould talc*' 
place.' 

< the€hancellorVf the Exchequer exprefled his furprize that 
die noble lord fhould have adopted fuch a mode of reafoning 
upon thfe principle of the Bill; he did not fee how it could 
poffibly have the efFe& of giving infecurity to all landed; pro¬ 
perty, or confiscating all confiderable property, fince it was 
evident that the tax itfelf did not bear any proportion to the 
property taxed, fo as tojuftify fuch a violent condufion. It 
was a tax that never could diminifh the capital in any material 
degree. It never could be paid with relu&ance, becaufe the 
ptfrfbns by whom it would be paid, would ftjnd in that degree 
of relationfhip to the devifee, or inteftate, which would indugt 
them to confider their acquifition of the property, either bjr 
deVife or delcent, as a remote, or unexpe&ed event, and they 
would, of courfe, feel little or no hardlhip in paying |hfe ta^p 
out of that property which, perhaps, they did-not think they 
bad a right to, at leaft did not exped to enjoy. How ww it 
poiRble for this tax to fwallow op the capital ? In how man y 
years could it produce fuch an effect ? There muft be a quick 
TuCCeffiOn of collateral defeents to produce any thing like it, 
'and it was not probable that collateral defeent would occur 
fucceffively, without the intervention of lineal defcents. It 
had been faid, that this tax would have an operation of a. dis¬ 
agreeable nature to the public, by compelling them to the pro¬ 
duction of their title deeds, and a confequent expofition of 
their tenures, and the incumbrances that their eftimates might 
be fubjeCted to; this, was not a fair argument, and neither 
juftifiable upon the principles of the Bill, nor as matter of 
fait. The tact was, the Bill in no inftance went to compel 
the difclofmeof any fuch circumltanccs. The noble lord who 
feconded the motion had faid, it was neceflary that at kail the 
Houfe fhould have more time to confider of a fubjed fo im¬ 
portant. The noble lord could not be ignorant of the Bill’s 
having been committed, reported, printed, and in the hawfe of 
every member feveral weeks finte; and furely that was 
fufficiept time to have taken its merits or demerks intO^CfiA* 
federation. . j 

Lord G, Cavendijb rofe to explain. f. 

• 1 ‘‘Mr. Alderman Newnham faid it was a Bill that muff tend 
"the injury of the country; it would prevent men frqm-*c- 
Voia-IV. 1796. 3H ijwring 
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quiring landed property, as they would be confcious that they* 
could not transmit it to a collateral relation, without ijCa vajlue 
being diminifhecl by fuch a tax. It was a fyfteto thatwouid 
deprive the country of its wealth and inhabitants, as men would 
of courfe purchafe land in other countries where no luch re- 
ftrairjt in the difpofttion of it cxifted. The alderman faM 
k was mean in the Houfe of Commons to take the burthen.oit 

wV% • ‘ \ ) 1 

6 f themfelves and lay it on pofterity. fie. was convinced if: 
would be a tax hateful to the public. That and the wine Bi!f 
he was perfuaded would be confidered as two of the moil un¬ 
popular Bills of the prefent parliament. 

Mr. Harrifon wifhed to be informed in the cafe of entails, 
fuppofe a man left different eftates to his fon?, and the firft dy¬ 
ing,' and the fecond fucceeJing to his brother, would he inherit 
in that cafe directly as from his father; or, would he be liable 
tb the tax collaterally, as inheriting fiom a brother? He 
thought that the Bill would confiderably injure the fale of 
lands j for w’ho would rifk a purchafe when he might be lia¬ 
ble to a furcharge in confequence of the tax ? He trufted if 
the Bill palled that Houfe, they would pay more attention to 
it in tie lords. 

Mr. M. Robin/on faid, that the right honourable gentleman 
began now to trample on the public, m whofe good opinion he 
had rilen to his prefent pitch of power. The tax would ulti¬ 
mately draw the whole of the landed property of the kingdom 
into the hands of government, and hence, Cnk the whole 
capital. 

Mr. Bulger objected to the principle of the Bill, and thought 
that fo important a meafure fhould not have been left to folate 
a period of the felfton and of the Parliament, when it could 
not obtain the confideration it required. 

The Solicitor General f«id, that the principle of the meafure 
, had at leaft been long before the Houfe. It was faid on a for¬ 
mer occafion, why, for the paltry fum of ioc,OOol. introduce 
the precedent of a tax of this nature; If this was really a tax 
or capital, furely that fum bore little proportion to the 
landed capital of the country. In faCt, it was a tax on in- 
'comf,' to be paid by inflalmcnts during the firit four years of 
poflcllion. 

Mr.' Fax faid, that all the objections to this meafure rc- 
nrftdfted in fuii force. It was in fact what he had ftated it, a 
tatf'upon capital, as it was levied in proportion to that capital. 
If !? were really a tax upon income, why not fairly lav it upon 
income ? It was find that it was to be paid by inftaiments 
coring t.:c firft lour years, but if the fame was paid by the 

or:" - ' inatk 
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mart that enjoyed four and the man that enjoyed forty years, it 
COuldnot with propriety be faid to be a tax upon income. A 
tax on the capital operates, he obferved, as the greateft dif- 
advanta6§e to every country; and if any one circumftance, 
rnore than another, had tended to raife this.country to its 
preferit pitch of riches, it has been from the free tenures of 
property. It has been faid that the tenures of property have 
been at the difpofal of the proprietors. The facility of felling 
land is thegreateftof all other fpurs to induftry and the accu¬ 
mulation of property ; this, from the bleffing of our confti- 
turion, was fo unfhackled, that it had the happift confe- 
tjucnces. The prefent tax would fo affedt the difpofal of pro¬ 
perty, that a perfon, at his death, could not bequeath, with* 
out leaving his fortune fubjecl to a great defalcation. In all 
cafes where the payment of the tax depended upon the terms or 
fucceffion, produdiion of deeds was inevitable. Whether a 
brother fucceeded as heir to his brother or to his father, in a 
variety of poffible cafes, he would be liable or not liable to the 
tax; of courfe a minute examination of fettlements wo^Id be 
nrceffary, if the tax was meant to be effectively levied. 
With regard to the levying IOO,OOOJ. by the tax, it was not 
the extent of the fum, but the precedent that was thought to 
be dangerous: it might be extended to direct fucceffion ; and 
he faw no difference in the principle. It was faid, there was 
lefs right to expedt in the cates fubjedt to the tax ; but there 
were many intlances where the expedtation was greater in col¬ 
lateral chan in diredt defeent, as in the cafe of entails, where 
the heir had a greater certainty of the poffeffion than a fan, 
whofe father might difpofc of what part of his eltate he 
pleafed. Upon the whole, there was no principle of a tax 
more deftrudtive than that which tended to deltroy forcibly 
the power of exchange anJ tranfjniffion, and thereby leflen 
the defire of acquifirion. And, as this Bill encroached upon 
this principle, he hoped, notwithftanding the refult of former 
divifions, that the Houfe would coniider ferioufly the cotife- 
quences that might follow fo new and unprecedented a fyftem 
of taxation. 

The Secretary at War faid, he confidered this tax in a dif¬ 
ferent point ot view from the right honourable gentleman who 
fpoke laft. It appeared to him a tax rated according to rhe 
amount of the perfon’s property, and by no means oppreffive 
in its nature. The mam objedtion which was ftated to this 
tax, was, that it was a tax upon capital ; but it was not io 
clear as They reprefenred if, that all taxes upon capital were 
bad ; rnn the contrary, it was the opinion of many writers of 

3 H 2 &rca; 
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etcajt eojinenpc; upon this fubjed, that a tax. upon capital-warn- 
uvp b$d mode of taxation, provided it could lie laid on eqoaUy|> 
Oneofthe great objections to a tax upon capital was,( that 
Operated unequally, bccaufe a man*s expences were 
portion to his capital; but that objection did not at&ehupou 
^his tax, bccaufe it operated in the faired manner, and at the 
time when there could be the lead obiedMon to pay it. Viz. at 
the, moment when he came to the pbfleflton of the effate, and 
before h<j could have formed any eftablifhment. Gentlemen 
contended, that it was impolitic to burden the transfer of pro¬ 
perty in a commercial country like this; it certainly was to be 
^voided as much as poffiblc ; but property mud be taxed, and 
the quedion was, whether this was not as unobjectionable a 
mode as any that could be deviled ? Another objection to this 
lax was, that in a courfe of years, it would fwalfow up the 
.jwholc capital j it certainly Would. Every tax muff, in a great 
number of years, have that effedt. He had not had an oppor¬ 
tunity of giving this Bill the confideration he (hould have 
dor.e^ but this was the opinion he had formed upon it, which 
opinion was not in the lead altered by any thing he had heard 
ilium the gentlemen on the other fide. 

Genoa) Smith fpoke againd the Bill, as a paltry expedient 
for raifing a trifling fum, which could have been much better 
fupplied by CuTerent means. 

Sir Willi. :n Pultewy objected to the Bill, as containing a 
principle, which, if adopted, would ellablifh a fatal precedent 
, on the financial fyftcm of the country. The fit it Bill went en¬ 
tirely to tax the capita:, as larded propci ty was valued at 
twenty-eight years purchaie, and the prefen: Bill was only fub- 
llituted on account of the obiectionabls nature of the former, 
but although it was more mile, it did not vary in its principle. 
^Property in the funds might be liable tofuch a tax for aught he 
knew’, for if a fhiiling duty was laid upon every 100I. invefted 
, j:i the Juncir, there would be no difference in principle. The 
_ fight honourable gentleman defended the tax upon the princi¬ 
ple of taking money from thclb who were able to pay it, which 
was heither more nor Ids than the principle of an highwayman. 
The Bill aCltd againd the confutation, which impofed taxes 
,on articles, that it might be optional to every one, whether he 
. would ufe the article lo taxed , bur itns Bill declares that if the 
, iubjeClhas money, government will have a (hare in it. 

It had been contended, that it was not a tax upon capital, 
" iVI but upon income, he nevercheleft aderted that it was, in fad, a 
tax upon capital, levied in a mod infidious mode. It attached 
at firft only upon collateral heirs, but in a Iliort time it might 

be 
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be extended to lineal heirs, and from a fmall tax to a greater 
amount, till it fwaliowcd up the whole capital of the kthgd^tii^‘ 
Some, writers had contended for their property of taxing 
capifal of a country, a fyftem which was certainly liable to v< 
great objections ; was there however any writer upon the fub- 
jeci of finance, who had ever propofed, firft, to tax every article 
of confumption, and then to tax the capital. He had ill’o a 
very weighty objection to the Bill, on conftitutiona! grounds. 
The taxes in this country, generally fpeaking, fell equally upon 
all, but in this inftance, a tax was impofed upon a particular 
clafs of individuals, which, if it was carried through, he was 
convinced, would excite fuch a ferment in the country*, arto 
render it necefiary to be repealed. The confequences to be 
apprehended were prccifdy ftmilar to thole that would follow 
iron, a tax being impoftd upon London, for inftance, and not 
upon the reft of the country ; whereas, were it univerfal in its 
operation, it would be patiently borne. To this partial mode 
of taxation, our loling America was to be attributed, he cau¬ 
tioned the minifter therefore againft trying fimilar expedients, 
left confequences ftill more ferious fhould refult fron^them. 
The apology fetup was, that the fum was fmall; bbt did not 
fhmps, which at firft only yielded a trifle, at this time pro¬ 
duce an annual revenue of a million ilcrling. The beft time 
to check innovations, was undoubtedly, when they were firft 
propofed; once allowed faiily tocom mence, there'was no cal¬ 
culating to what lengths they might he carried. On thefe 
grounds, Sir William laid, he hoped the minifter would relin- 
quiih the prefent tax, and find out a more eligible fource of 
revenue. 

Mr. Bajiard declared he fhould have thought the right hon¬ 
ourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) the laft man who vtapld 
have held out in the defence of family eftates, and when he faid 
he did not know the principle of the Bill, he would tell him, it 
originated in the condiment afiembly of France, where the tree 
grew, and the fruit was now brought over to the Britifh par¬ 
liament, to fee how it would plcafe Britifh palates. He attack¬ 
ed the Bill upon the ground of its being partial and oppreffivr, 
and tending to excite difputcs between landlord and tenant, in 
one word, to embroil the peace of the commtinity. By the 
provifions of the Bill, the eommiflioner of the tax, ah ‘office 
which, from the odious nature of the employment, in the pre¬ 
fent inftance, few he imagined would be inclined to accept, 
was authorifed to interfere between the landlord and the tenant, 
.and to lettle the differences which might fubfift between them, 
. according to the dilates of his capuce. He had bimfeif loft 
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an overcharge once upon the aflefted taxes, ratherthan expe¬ 
rience tbe great trouble and inconvenience of recovery, and 
fuch would be the cafe with perfons implicated in this Bill.— 
Why, he afked, if the Bill were only a tax on income, were 
riot penfions and places by reverfion fubje£ted to the tax, and 
made equally liable with land ? He begged that the Houfe, 

. before they fan&ioned the Bill, would conftder the weight of 
taxes to which land was already fubje&ed. It reminded him of 
the fable of the boy, who ripped up the fowl that laid the 
golden eggs, in order to grow rich at once; and who, by this 
rafh expedient, entirely loft the treafure. The prefent Bill, 
if it was pafled, he was afraid, would rip up the fowl to which 
it was indebted for its wealth, anddeftroy the means of its fu¬ 
ture fupport. 

Mr, M. Montague fiid, he thought there was great incon- 
fiftency in the arguments of thole gentlemen who oppofed the 
Bill—It had been faid that it was the principle of a robber to 
fay, “ You have money, therefore, I will take it from you ; w 
fie begged leave, however, to afk the Houfe, i.f money was not 
to btstaken from thofe who had it, from whom was it to be 
taken? But this was not robbing a man of his property; it 
was only taking a r <nt to prefervc the whose from the cd'ccts of 
j; co finical princip' s. 

Sir Adam Fcrguj. •> fa! J, that whoever had been the framers 
of the Bill, they ett tainly had been entirely ignorant of the 
law of Scotland, fincc its proviftons, as they at prefent flood, 
would be found to be utterly impracticab ! e in that part of the 
kingdom. Sir Adam went into a detailed difcutiion of the 
different claufcsin the Bill, in fupport of his opinion. In tire 
cafe which had been put of the liability of a feiond ton to pay 
the tax in cafe of the death of hi*: rkirr brother, he had no dif¬ 
ficulty in faying, that by the law of Scotland the fecond fon 
was clearly liable to the tax, which was not intended, as he 
underlined, by tbe framers cf the Bill. One ciaufr, vi*. that 

• far exempting mortgaged cftaic* from the tax was certainly a 
proper exception ; no mention however was made of eftates 
incumbered with perfonal debts, which by the law of Scotland, 
were underftood to confliture as fair a claim upon the eflate as 
a ^riortgage. He ftated thefe and other obfervations, with a 
view offhewing the neceflity of making fome alterations in the 
Bill, if they wifhed it to prove effective. He however objec- 

• ted to the tax altogether, as one that would be particularly 
unpopular in Scotland, where a ftrong partiality for family 
eftites prevailed, a partiality which it was wile to encour¬ 
age bin whitn ihe prefent Kill tended in no mcoufideraWe 
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degree to diminifli and to mortify thofc who entertained it. 
Sir Adam went regularly through the Bill, claufe by claufe^ 
and concluded with declaring chat he fliould give his void, 
agairtft it. 

The Attorney General declared that he had not heard any 
arguments that fatisfied his mind either for rejection or poft- 
poning the Bill. He expe&ed the landed men would oppofe 
it; as to the obje&ions of the worthy baronet behind him, 
however, he thought they had no foundation in the contents 
of the Bill, and the^language fnight be amended. The argu¬ 
ments of the other worthy baronet did not appear to hiin t®' 
he either fair or candid ; if there could be any diftindfion, the* 
was a tax upon income, fince if a man came to the fuccefiiott 
<•[ an eftate fee Ample, the ratio of the tax was taken in the 
proportion of his life eftates, and provided he died before the 
expiration of the firft four years, the money was not payable. 
When it was objedted that the fpirit of this Bill was againft 
the fpirit of the conftitution, in not preferving an equality, he 
was furprifed that the legacy tax, which paffed in 1789 uppn 
the fame principle, and was afterwards increaled in 1791, and 
again incrcafed, had been forgotten. He concluded with ob¬ 
serving, that the Bill was not, in his opinion, liable to more 
objections than many other of the taxes for the laft half cen¬ 
tury. Nothing had been advanced againft the Bill that in¬ 
duced him to vote for the poftponcment of it for the time pro- 
poled, at the fame time he fhould be glad that the objedlion* 
which had been {fated, ihould have a free difeudion. 

Sir A. Fergufon explained. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, he could not give a filent vote on the 
queftion. He would not follow the learned baronet (Sir 
.Adam Fergufon) through the long detail of the difference 
between the Englilh and Scotch laws. "What had fallen from 
genthunen on both fidcs of the Houfe, many cf whom could 
not poflibly be actuated by party motives, would, he trufted, 
induce the right honourable gentleman to grant the delay, 
which he perceived in a certain degree was wrung from him, 
in confequcnceof the arguments which he had heard that night. 
The Attorney General had made fome obfervations on the taxes 
iinpofed for the laft fifty years, and afferted, that in his mind, thp 
prefent tax was lefs exceptionable than any he had remembered 
for that period. The prefent however, Mr. Sheridan Paid, he 
was convinced, was the molt execrable meafure of finance that 
ever came before parliament, and if he excepted the Legacy 
Bill, it was merely becaufe it had been fandfioned by an adipf 
the legiflature. He had no fcruple to fay, that both with re- 
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V and Englifh laW*, the prefent BtU < was 

. |it/cfly iropra&i cable, and if time were allowed, anvgjentJc- 
inan who examined it with a keen eye would Tee that it 
ii-.f^fwndcd with the grofleft errors and inconfiftenqes^' He 
I; jM-pfciJed himfclf adverfe to any tax that Hiiftcd the hufden to 
,j?pfterity i as he thought that thofe who fubmit$ed to Meafures 
- Which caufed taxation, fliould feel the burden, becaufe its piei- 
fure might operate to prevent them ffom fupporting thb pfe- 
„lea^ irrational fyftem of warfare. He had ufed this language 
oh a former occafion, and he would ofe it again, though it 
, were perverted as heretofore without doors by thofe who made 
him lay, that he wiihed that the people were heavily burdened 
.With taxes. The prefent meafure was defended on the 
grounds,rthat it was a tax to fuppoit a war that prevented the 
•introduction of jacobin p:inciples, and to prevent the poor 
, horn robbing the rich. Was the meafure defenlible on thofe 
grounds, that his Majefty’s minifters were juftifublc iri rob¬ 
bing the rich in preference to the poor ? Such an argument 
reminded him of die fhepherd in the farce, who faid lie had a 
motif of curing the fheep of the rot, but when afked how, he 
replied, by cutting their throats. 

Mr. IF. Smith oppofed the principle of the Bill, and the 
cluule particularly which fitted to quarries and mines, as 
thefe belonged, in many inftances, to the proprietor of the foil, 
and Would be liable to a double tax. 

*F 7 )e 'CSjayudlor of the Exchequer reminded the Houfe that 
‘.‘the only qiieftion now wa>, whether the Bill fliould be |>ofl- 
, w , jponed ior three months, which was equal to rejecting the Bill. 

','^jhkt he fliould be againft poflponing it j in the com'tdetaflon 
of the repoit however there would be an opportunity of dif- 
cuiflng many of the, points which had been prefled in the courte 
, jpf the debate. 

Mr. Martin took notice of its having been fat'd it wibfur- 
jprizing that the Bill fliould be fo unpopular out ofdoors; and 
To little oppofition given to it in that Houfe. He had feen too 
many things of that kind to make it at all furprifing to him in 
this mflance. It would always be fo until the people had a 
’better reprefentation in parliament. He difappruved Of the 

mi 

The queftion was then put, the gallery cleared, a dfvifion 
took place, when there were. 

*t, styes, (for the Bill), - 81 

Noes, - - $2 , 


Majority^ 


29 


f i-I 


* ft 


The 
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'f’hfc Houfe then proceeded to take the report into tSCfn- 
(ide ration. ’ 1 ** 

General Macleod gave notice that be fhould bring forward 
a .fubrefl of great importance, on which he hoped for a fUlI 
attendance and great attention. The fubje£t wa* upoh bar¬ 
racks. The diiculfion was appointed for 1 ' riday, by th^ deflie 
of the Chancellor of the Exc hequer. 

The Houfe then proceeded in the teport on the Landed 
Eftatt Bill; in the courfe of which. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that he fhtftild 
have a mcafure to propofe on the third reading of the Bill, t>y 
way of obviating fome objections with regard to the operation 
it might have, as it flood, "upon property in mines. 

The amendments were then all read, agreed to, the Bill 
ordered to be engroiled, apd to be read a third time on Thirf- 
day, if then engroiled, and to be printed. 

General Stntth moved, that leave be given to bring in a Bill 
to regdate the flock purfe of the mihti.i regiments, &£.«-* 
Granted. * 

AUSTRIAN LOAN. 


Mr. Grey reminded the Houfe, that on the opening of ihe 
budget, the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt} had 
thrown out a hint of the poffibdity of another loan to the Em¬ 
ptier , and that he referved to himfelf a discretionary power of 
aftoadiug pecuniary affiftanct to his Imperial Malelly, if the 
natuae of exifting urcumilances Should render fiieh a mcafure 
expedient and ncceffart. He now therefore would take *the 
liberty ol putting the qutftion to the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, and of afking him whether he perfevrred in the in¬ 
tention of granting luch afliftance ? If the light honourable 
gentleman had fpeh a meafuie in contemplation, he (Mr. Grey) 
null beg of him to name a day for bringing it foiwaxd, as 
in that cafe lie ihould think it his duty to move a call forthe 
Houfp. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer , Ciid, in anfwer to the quefr 
tiou of the honourable gentleman, it was not hte intention, 
m the courfc of the prefent feffion of parliament, to make any 
prqpofitiou of that kind. r 


SLAVE CARRYING BII L. 

Sir William Dolben moved the order of the day on the 
Bill for regulating the mode of carrying negroes from Africa 
to the WelHndies, &c. which being i»ad, 

General Tarleton prclent: d h petition from Liverpool, pray** 
VOL. IV. I796. 1 I 10£ 
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ing that the Bill may cot pafs into 4 law.—Referred to the 
CQrpmittee ou the Bill. v * 

*^ir tni/iam Dolberi then obfcrved, that it was too late to 
_ j' into the committee rif the whole Houfe on this Bill that 
night, and therefore he fhould move that the Houfe fhuuld go 
into that committee on Wedncfday next. 

Mr. tVtlliam Smith dcfireJ the Houfe to confider, whether 
or not they were likely to have a full attendance on that day, 
for that {he fubjefi was of very great importance, and deferved 
ihe feripus attention of the Houfe ; at all events, care fhould 
be .taken that the Bill fhould not be loft by the latenefs of th;* 
fcfjion. 

, The Bill was then ordered to be committed to a committee 
of the whole Houfe on Wednefday next. 

Mr. Sberidai: fa id, that he JeArnt he was mifunderftood with 
regard to the motion which he intended to make on<■ the 
papers now before the Houfe, relative to the coridudi of the 
weft^ndia and Qhiberon expedition. • Hcdid not wifoai all 
events to delay his motion upon that fuhjccf to Wednefday 
fe’nnight. He underftood that all the papers laid before the 
Houfe, upon that fubjeft, would be printed by Thurfday, and 
therefore he fhould make his motion on Friday next. 

After a few words from Mr. Dumbs, Mr. S.icridan’s mo~ 
tion was underftood to ft and for next Friday. 

Mr. Sheridan obferverf, that his honourable friend (Mr. 
fGfey) had afked the Chancellor of the Exchequer a queflion, 
Whether he intended that an Auftrian loan fhould take placer 
To which the riight honourable gentleman anfwcrcd, “Not 
in the' prefent feffion. M Thisaofwer was a little ambiguous. 
Hefuppofcd the right honourable gentleman did nor mean to 
propofe another Auftrian loan. Were they to underftarid, 
that no money would be advanced to the Emperor from the 
executive government of this country. 

* The Chameihr sfthe Ex:hc';ucrWu\ in r^ply, <c The queftiott, 
as k is now put to me, is one which 1 cannot anlvver. One 
queftion is, whether 1 (hall propofe a loan to the Emperor manr* 
thspeffion ? To that I fav, that whether a fur:hcrioaa bepio* 
p'jftd to the Emperor in another fvihon or not, it muft be rcjjri;- 
latcd by.h*: cirxumftanccs that (hall then cxift. I have no diffi¬ 
culty. however, in faying, that if at any other period it Challbr 
heceflhry fnr the exprefs purpofe of confidering the propriety of 
4 -ihaa to the Ktnperor, to call on parliament, I may do fo j f 
doifot m.au to fay I may not c«dl on parliament tor that pa;r~ 
jSoft'Jif it appear* to me to he according to the general iriferells 
if the common cauic to d; hh On the contrary, I admit 

that 
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that it may and proper. I beg therefore i* m*y A 

be underftood, ttlnt I do no, not give up an Aaft.rian loan, this 
year.' I only fey I ‘thblf ride prdjjfefe if tore feIfibn.; M 

* m » A' ' I^r._«-Uie» mnltr rtf tViW PlwnWlW* 


Mu. Grey iD/obfer^tiop upon ; this reply of, the' Qhzvttfptf 
U1 'the Exchequer faid, f* fhe right taorfourable geniteirian jiow 
(ays he dots not mean.to debar hinlfelf from calling oh par¬ 
liament in a future iiffion, if neCejlary, for the ptirppfe^ of 
granting a loan to the Emperor j before he comes to pipage 
the Hoyfc however to’any thing upon that fubjeft,_'w^ havp, 
a right to enquire. Whether he has it in contemplation * 

vance to the Emperor, under any 'pretence whatever of ftf^rmfr 
the common caufe, any Cum of money without the confent oF 
parliament ? Am 1 to underfiand this from him, that he ha§‘it 
not in contemplation topropole to advance money to the Bm~ 
perorduring tiK-recefs? Becaufe ifhehas tc in contemplation to 
advance money to the Emperor at this moment, under theiplea 
of pubHc neoeifit , and to propole the ratification of that act in 
a future feifion of parliament, or perhaps to a new parliametlfc, I 
ihould s ideavour to record a determination of this Huufe, a,t lilaft 
J ihnu d propofe it to the houfe before we feparate, thatpto ad¬ 
vance * money to the Emperor without tne content of parlia¬ 
ment is a h gh ciime and rmfdeniejnour, tor this, in (u,ch a cafe, 
appears to me to be our duty."’ 

The Chancellor of tbs Exchequer rofe again and faid, <*lfhis r 
MajV!ty\s minifters ffyould fee circuoiftanc^ whj<?hftpuld [n~ 
duce them to advance money ta the Ernpsrbr, or any other .pjfais 

^ • • ■ i ( ^ . .. li ; . 7 * <r , “ 


V . • 

Uj)onto^ive«n aulwcr* 11 is ________ __ 

ereile their di/cietibn upon that fubject. In the yxerciiy of 



aoiVcr at this time. 


Mi\ Grey once more addrefcd the chair: “ I cannot,fuffer 
a matter of fo much importance,to pals in this manner. , | > tjs 
tW duty ot this houfc to exercife its own rights and fujv&ians 
afid not to tranfmit the exercife of them to others.' T Any 
whether, in Tome p fflihie event, a cafe might nof arfi&on 
which the kind's minifiers might not exurcTe their difcrctipna ! 
but whether they think, it .podibx that fuch a cafe ajifes mifof 
jhe prefent matter, or whetner they have it in contempffin ? 
The/nghf honourable gentleman ihewed us what he could' do 

- ' ' 3I2 ’ 

* ,<uwu:t ’vj j vl / w 
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j a tins wav three years ago. He fhould fcew m mw whether 
he has anything of this kind In contemplation. If he has, bo 
ought to propofe it to the houfc. Should he omit toprepoie it* 
and Ihould afterwards proceed upon any contemplation that he 
mMf hafae now, I fay fuch condud will be a high crime and 
miroeroeanour, and for whiih he will, I hope he very ferioufly 
refpoufible hereafter. He talks lightly of thefe things, but the 
day may come when they will be ferious matters to him. I 
am wilbng to move this refolution now if ncceflary, ‘ That to 
apply flMJnCy during the recefs, for'a loan to the empeior, with¬ 
out the confent or parliament, is a high ciime and mifJe- 
meanour.* 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer fa id, ** The honour able gen- 
tie man will confider whether he wilt make any proportion to 
the houfc or not j it is for him to judge for his own guidance. 
To his queftion f fhal! not make any other anfwer.’* 

Mr. Grey. “ Then my qudiion, I underftpnd, is anfwer- 
ed.”' 


Mr. M. Rotinf'ti was proceeding, when the fpeakcr obfer- 
vtd there was no queftion before the houfc. 

Mr. V hi rid in contended that the comcifation was certainly 
regular. Nothin'; coaid be more clear than that a queftion 
fuch as that pur by hi» h >'iout Jhle fraud was regular'. He 
concuired entiicly with In. ho.*< ur.ible friend, that it the mi- 
mfter advanced to the emperor ar.> mot el which he now had 
in contemplation to advance dui.ng the rccefs, without the 
confent of parliament, hr would Le guilty of a high crune and 
inifdemeanor. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas called to oidcr: he apprehended that 
the whole of the conversion was out of order, there being 
another proceeding before the Houfc. 

The Speaker ft id, a queftion was about to be put; but be 
had not put it. 

Mr. Sheridan then faid, that, if the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer had it in contemplation to furnilb the Emperor with 
money in the recefs, he fhou ! *d fay fo, in order that the Haute 
might give him authority for fo doing. What obje&ion could 
he have !** Was it not fafer for himfdf, than afterwards to 
come to the Houfe for an indemnity ? He had no objection to 
move, that, if the mmiftir had it at prelent in contemplation 
to ffcnd money to the Emperor, and Ihould fend it during the 
recefs, without the confent of parliament, he would be guilty 
of a high tnifdcmcanour. 

This produced a cry of move! move! from the treafury 
»* bench. 



• >■* 

\ ' '• 
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betWrhi »M'itft b&fit«!& wrasput an erif to by the Speafc«f*| 3 
casing for cbr other ardersofthe d»y. , , . (< , • ,/j 

The Bill for rV.r relief Eif the poor curat?s Was palied, 7 U) 
The Biffinr relic viiTj the families oi perfbss >drawa hy ^otj,-) 
to /eri'e hi tlve militia, pafied the committee, andeherepoH: 
was ordered to be rrceivtd to-morrow . . *>■'«> v 'I* ' 

The Qnafccrs BtU Went into a committee} Mr. Jqdrett 
gave, notice that, on the third reading, he ihould oppok the 
claufe which makes the affirmation of Quakers evide*tr« fk 
criminal cates. The other outers of the day being dUpofod: 
of, the Houfe adjourned- >•/. • 

—-- •; 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, May to. * 1 

FINANCE. 

The Earl of Moira retnir.d :d their lordfiiips of what he bad 
faid in the Debate on the motion of the noble marquis a feat 

days firtee, (on Monday May 2 ) when a noble baron not . 

then prefent, (lord Auckl.mil) went juto a variety 0/ lkttte* 
ments founded on a comparative view of cer'ain public eir» 
cumllartcrs in the r< fjviiive peiioJs of 178^-4, and 1795-6.”, 
The Earl laid it I!: uric him at the rn.c that many points m the 
noble baron’s llatbmcnts were either erroneous in their </«/«, 
or fa lie in the deductions drawn from them. He bad taken . 
pain's fiuce to examine them, and was confirmed. >h th«.opi-. 
nion he had formed at the moment; meaning therefore to 
trouble their lorJihips with fov.e obfervations on thole Ibare- 
nier.fs hel.imcntfd tt;e abfen.ee of the noble baron that day,* . 
and Jtilt morq the caufe of it, unJcrllanding'as be lud done*, , 
that it was ocerthon d by a do.neftic mbforiuuc, Fie bad not 
he laid, been fa deficient in pofitenefs, as not to write to, the : 
noble baron and apprize him of his intention, in coufequence 



proceed to make his obfet rations. The e..il then adyertpq v . 
in a general manner to fom; of lord Auck’ind’s leading Hate--, . 
irtnts, which he faid he wouid not diicufs .in detail, as.tbc,,, 
noble'baron was not prefent to explain on what grounds jin. 
relied the arguments that he relied on, but vvhat he confident. 
a;> more material, he mull call their lorJlhips attention, to,’ wajj^' y 
the comparative yiew betwedh certain public ciicutnllamcb in 
the idpeCttve periods of i783-4and 1795-6, and here he mult 

premife 
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pr*mife thiatthere could be no fair companion drawn between 
the ifatc of the finances and refources of the countiyin 1783, 
aifd the year 1795, the fituatiqn and circumftancesof affairs 
W^jra Co widely different, and had undergone lo many changes, 
tbsitjths; nohlc barpn might juft as well have chofcn the year 
1683 as 1783, or 1583, or 1483. But did any roan imagine 
that the Peace eftahlifhmen t at the conclufion of the war would 
he brought within lb froall a compafs as fifteen millions : Molt 
certainly it could not be expefted. To return however to the 
printed ipeech, The earl then went at feme length into an 
examination of the various articles of finance and refources, 
as they were ftated by lord Auckland to ftand at prefent, a;.d 
referred to fo many arithmetical calculations, and matters of 
Complicated account, that the abieft reporter could not poili- 
bly follow him without danger of repeated error and momenta¬ 
ry tnilreprefcntation, it inuft fuffice for the reporter of this page 
to inform the reader that the Earl dwelt much upon the manner 
in which Joi4,Auckland bad clofed his comparative account by 
What, he termed a ftriking and important ftatement: 

revenue (incloofiig the lmtd and male) kefow 
fr the cospj utei cxi'eiidtfiire en a peace tAabiiihmem of fift lem 

^ - * 1783 

Ditte xhee tbs ccsirutcd expsnJkure on a Jjaular peac;.* 

edthH/hmt-t f vith :he addition of inercufed charges (or the 
* c debit incurred by the j resent war - 1795 /J. 3,40c cco 

If w^cuiap^rt tie of 1796 (U 3*4e$,oco) with the drfi .iency of 1; S3 

(U *»dOG*o©o), tfc* dii2acr*cc of revenue in favour of the Utter j cried v-UI t* 

1 iw°9i w5a * 

The Earl profdTed that he did not clearly comprehend what 
fhe noble baron meant by “ Mow the computed expenditure " 
9ftf-«0*rtvthe computed expenditure.” After rcafoning for 
fbrocrtime apon the different ftatement? of loro Auckland, earl ’ 
Moira made many forcible obfervarions on the great importance 
trf parliament’, conftamly recurring to an examination into the 
fate of the finances, and ihe cflfc&that varying circumftsnces 
had with regard m the refources of the country. On that ground 
fce Was perfuaded, that it would he highly fatisfadory to their 
Jordfliijis, and to the public out of doors, to be informed on 
tjfii? important fohjefl, and that minifters fhould avail them- 
feiyeisof evory opportunity to fatisfy the nation, that they were 

f uid%d Hy a becoming arcoaomy *u the expenditure of t ! V pub- 
ftnuwy* r,Xto earl, before he fatdown referred to the loih.rr 
fos;»rguroent refpeafog lord Auckland’s fpcech and find 
Igjftjotdd be glad to heat if any of the noble lord,-; In office could 
pft&Vfm,th-mkhas to• exp:thohtf parts of the noble Baron’s 
■v :*<-k>s t r * ‘ '* ‘ ’ftatement 
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ftatemsnts rcfpeAing which h6 had troubled their lordlhr^ 
with his remarks, and reafonirtg. 1 

Lord Grenville faid, he was at a!! times happy to pay atten- 
rion to what came frorti the noble earl, for whiofe character 1 
and talents no man entertained a more fincere refj*e<A; tHd 
fiibje£l certainly deferred the moft ferious attention of thdf 
fordfhips, and he could have no objection to the frequent dtfc ; 
cuflion of it, becaule he was convinced, that on the whole, he* 
could congratulate that Houfe and the country, on the pro- 
fpenty of our finance, and the profpefl of that profperity. 
for one had no fcruplc to declare, that he agreed completely 
in the ftatements, calculations and companions of his noble 
friend who was abfrnt, the caufeof which abfence he regretted 
iii common with the noble earl. With regard to the particu¬ 
lar ftatements, the corrednefs of which the noble earl had 
questioned, he was enabled from a communication that he had 
been favoured with by his noble friend, to fhew the Houft, 
that they were founded on indifputible dit.i, and that hi£ 
noble friend’s inferences and reafoning upon them were War¬ 
rantable and juft. H:s lordlhip there from a written ft.n’e- 
ment, drawn up, as we conceived, by Lord Auckland, went 
through an examination of all the points in question, proving 
by fair c. !cu!ution$ and immediate references to the various 
accounts upon the table, that his argument and that of his 
noble friend wasfupported by the papers before their lord/hips. 
After having with great pcifpicuity gone through al! the ftate¬ 
ments that me Karl of M ura had adverted to, he find, our 
taxes were productive, even beyond tine molt languine expec¬ 
tation ; and, under this impredion, he was anxixjsat all times 
to enter into the detail of the kveral branches of the public 
revenue, Their lordfhips well knew, tint a committee waj 
appointed in iy()f, to examine the public accounts on the 
moft authentic documents, and ftate their opinion accord¬ 
ingly. That committee was campnfeJ of men of the firil 
char after. The Houle was long in pofleffion of their report} 
and the Houle would re colle A, that when the committee had 
ftated, that according to tnc beft exercife of their judgment^ 
experience, and knowledge of the refources of this country! 

, the amount of the pernranent taxes, independent of the land 
and malt, would be annually thirteen millions and a half, ?t 
was iniifted on by fome noble lords, that the ftatement was to6 
fmguine. What was the refillt ? What was at* that tiift* * 
mere matter of calculation, had fince been confirmed by fiifts; 

. That committee had undoubtedly calculated for contingency, 
thry could not, however, at the time, forefee that this country 

would 
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wo*W jbc involved in a war different from every other fm in 
iwfAch this country was ever engaged, the leading feature of 
frhicb was neceflarily imtnenfc expcncc: yet, with all thtfe 
tmforcfccn events, , they had not calculated the income of th« 
country too highly; in the courfc of the laff three years, the 
the total amount of the permanent taxes exclufive, as be had 
already obferved of the laud and malt, rofe to the immeme Amt 
of forty-two millions, or very near it. In fhort, on an average 
of the three laft years, it amounted to thirteen millions feven 
hundred and fixty-four thotifand a year; he flattered himfelf 
therefore, that it would maintain th.it amount tyider all the 
peculiar circumftances of the war* He conceived himfelf en¬ 
titled to congratulate their lordfhips and the country on ano* 
ther ctrcumiiance and that was, that the old taxes appeared to 
have found their level, or, at leaft, to have come up to their 
eftimates; this was (o aftoivihiiiy, that it fcarcelv was to be 
believed, if it could not be proved by undeniable documents ; 
his lordfhip referred to a variety of official ftatemenrs of the 
different branches of the public revenue, comprehending the 
cuftoms, flumps, incidents, and excite, in order to fliew that 
under all the peculiar circumiisnces of the prefeut war, the 
taxes were productive, and that in almoft every inffancc, they 
had exceeded the cftimaics ; he therefore held himfelf warrant¬ 


ed from the profpc£t of affairs, to believe with fome degree of 
confidence, theie wa* little npprehcniiou oi any deficiency. 

Ttu Earl rf Mura find, that however anxious he might be 
from his withes to accede to the opinion < f the noble fcactary, 
he was furry to find, that on the pi dent occafian, he fhould 
be obliged to differ with him in the moll material parrs yf his 
fpcech. The noble earl lamented, that when the queliiyos of' 
finance were agitated in that Houle, that the arguments were 
sot confined to the documents on the table at the time; every 
argument and every afiertion that could be proved and com¬ 
pared by fuch documents, he fhould ever confidcr as extrane¬ 
ous and emirely foreign to the quellion, in fiiurt as an unectl- 
fkry wafle of the time of the Houfe. Ii he could not, there¬ 
fore, fuoceed by prevailing on gentlemen to confine themfeives 
tb this mode, he would not tranfgrcfs it himfelf. He would 
take accounts merely as he found them in the papers on their 
lordfhips table ; if the facts were not correct in thefe papers, 
mini Iters, and not he, were to blame:—they bad brought 
them down themfeives, and of couife they mult be the beft 
jMges whether they were corredi or not; but he would for 
(IS? moment hippie them to be perfectly corrcdh By the ac¬ 
counts on the table, it was Bated that the annual amount of 

the 
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tfce permanent taxes, including the land and malt, which he 
efti mated at two millions and a half, amounted to eighteen 
millions and a half. This was precifely the fum in round 
numbers, as ftated in the papers at that time before the Houfe. 
The annual expenditure of the peace eaftabhfhment as ftaied 
by the committee in 1791 in their report, was fifteen millions 
and a half: to this was to be added, two millions and a half, 
the intereft of the different fums of money borrowed in the 
courfe of the prefent wnr up to the 5th of April 1795. This* 
added to the former fum, would raile it to eighteen millions; 
fo that the whole excefs was only half a million but their lord- 
fhips fhould obferve, that in this account there was no provi- 
fion made for the annual million to be fet apart for the extinc¬ 
tion of the national debt, and two hundred thoufand pounds 
above that fum. Another item was to l»e added to this; viz. 
the fum of eight hundred thoufand pounds for the feven mil¬ 
lions which the miniftcr borrowed in his fupplementary budget. 
Adding all thefe fums together, therefore the aggregate would 
rot exceed this fum, and lefs it could not be; and what was 
the income to meet it? Eighteen millions and a hllf: So 
that in the very firflr inflance, on the face of theft* papers, 
there was a defalcation of one million five hundred thoufand 
pounds. To make up this deficiency would require additional 
taxes. 

The noble Secretary, it was true, had faid, that in addition 
to the permanent taxes, together with the land and malt, mini- 
fters had not taken the five hundred thoufand pounds from the 
Eaft India company, nor the lottery, which was tftimated at 
three hundred thoufand pounds. He thought the minifler 
ailed prudently in keeping thefe two articles diftinft,'becaule 
thefe rcfources, in his opinion were precarious: As to thefirft, 
he was not certain that the tail India company had paid a 
(hilling yet or would be able to pay any this year; and as to 
the fecund, it went to barter the morals of the people for re¬ 
venue. Another point, to which he wifhed to draw theatten* 
tion of their lordlhips. The noble feerctary had ftated, in 
a kind of triumphant air, that the old taxes had maintained 
and come up to their eftirnates; he wifhed to fee this verified 
from authentic documents ; were it a hit however, up to the 
prefent time, he would not venture to flatter hiihfclf that it 
would continue fo ; becaufe when new taxes were impeded, 
they would nccelfarily prove a draw back on old taxes; a man 
of a rtioderate income would fuit his expenditure to that In¬ 
come ; a fticceffion of new taxes would reach him ceconomy ; 
and articles of luxury would unavoidably give way to articles 
’ : Voi. IV. 1796. 3 K of 
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of convenience. It was not his intention to follow the noble 
fecretary through the detail of the production of the different 
branches of the revenue, as he did not wifh to divert the at¬ 
tention of their lordfhips from the prominent points which he 
had ftated ; he was convinced, however, and could prove it 
from unanfvverable arguments, and undeniable facts, that there 
was a daily defalcation in the different branches of the revenue, 
particularly in the cuftoms. He hoped what he had ftated was 
plain, he fhould neverthelefs be ready to yield to correction ; 
he had only one object in view in agitating this queftion, which 
was, to fatisfy the minds of thofe on the fubjed, of fuch mo¬ 
mentous concern to every man, that did not wifh to fliut their 
eyes to the fituation of the country ; at the fame time he de¬ 
claimed either entertaining himfelf, or wifhing to induce others 
to entertain defpondent ideas of the refources of the country ; 
he was perfuaded our refomces were great, but large in their 
extent, and folid and fubftantial in their means as they were, if 
improvidently applied, and if their application were not con- 
ftantly watched over, they might be iruitlefly wafted and the 
country ruined. 

Lord Grenville rofe once more to aflert that the old taxes had 
maintained their feveral eftimated amounts to an aftonifhing 
degree; and that he was perfuaded, from every circumftancc, 
that they would continue to maintain it. 

Lord Haivkrjhury reminded the Houfc that no blame was 
imputable to their lordlhips for not having the fubjed fully be¬ 
fore them. They had waited fix weeks for the motion, and 
when it was brought, ihe noble marquis thought proper to for¬ 
bear going into the queftion of finance. With regard to what 
his noble fiicnd, the fecretary of ftate had (aid, it was difficult 
to explain the meaning of another in rcafoning and arguments 
founded on calculation, but his noble friend had done it as well 
as any one could do. His noble friend had ftated every circum- 
ftance with candour anti corredncfs ; the permanent taxes were 
produdivc beyond the moft fanguinc hopes. The committee 
of 1791 was compofed of gentlemen who had fomc charader 
to maintain, and they certainly gave a proof of it; their 
eftiraates were founded on good lenle and experience, and time 
had proved, that in their eftimates of the refources of this coun¬ 
try, they were not too fanguine; as to the produdion of the per¬ 
manent taxes, the !aft three years, amounted to a confiderablc 
fumteyond the ftatement of that Committee. To prove that 
there were no grounds for the defpondent pidure of our refour¬ 
ces, tint Come perfons Teemed to take a melancholy pleafure 
in holding out, his lordfhip went fomewhat at large into the 
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Aibje£t* and flared the rcafons on which he had formed the 
favourable opinion, he was fatisfied, he was warranted, in enter¬ 
taining. He fhewed the {late of the commerce of the country, 
and the {late of our navigation, each of which ferved to hold 
out the moft flattering profpedl of incrcafing profperity. His 
lordfhip concluded with declaring that he did not fee any 
good end that could be ferved by frequent attempts to de¬ 
preciate the refources of the country, as it furnifhed the 
enemy with a temporary triumph and could anfwer no good 
purpofe at home. 

The Earl of Moira repeated his declaration, that in bringing 
forward any oblervations on this fubjedl, he had 1 ot the move 
dillant idea of attaching any defpondency to our fituation ; he 
was well convinced of the folidity of our refources, he wiflied, 
however to fee thofe refources managed with ceconomy— By 
ceconomy, he did not mean that paltry kind of faving, which 
might pafs with narrow minds for ceconomy, that money 
which was expended the mod profitably in the adminiftration 
of the public affairs, was the moft ceconomically difpofal of; 
he only wilhed that minifters, when they talked on the 
matter, would do it in fomething of a fober tone, fuited to 
the gravity of the fubject. With regard to what he had faid 
that day, he felt himleif in a manner pledged to make fome 
reply to the fpecch of the noble baron, in a late debate, and 
he held the printed fpccch of the noble baron 10 be authentic, 
as it was avowed by him ; nor indeed could any confideration 
of the refources of the country be inopportune ; fo far from 
furnilhing the enemies of the country with a temporary 
triumph, it would prove that we were not afraid of looking 
our fituation in the face. 

The Ear! g/ Coventry exprefled his aftonifhmcnt that noblq 
lords fhould occupy fo much of the time of thcHoufc in dif- 
cufling a fubjett, at prefent utterly beyond the reach of the 
moft comprehenfivc mind to form an opinion upon. The 
time for debating the extent of the future peace eftabhfhment 
was not yet arrived. Flagrante Leila it was impollible to guefs 
what would be fit to be die peace ellablifhment of this coun¬ 
try; it muft depend on a variety of contingent and relative 
circtimftances ; could any man at prefent fay what number of 
troops France would confent to maintain on the Continent, at 
the end of the war, and without knowing it, could any man 
fay, what internal force it would be prudent for this country 
to keep up? 7 'heir lordihips had been called down to hear 
another lubject dilcuffed. Why then jfhould they unneffarily 
watte their time ? Sufficient to the day was the evil thereof, 

3 K 2 and 
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and he hoped the country would be found equal to meet the 
evil of the day. He thanked God' we had hitherto proved 
equal to the difficulty of the conteft, and he trufted that we 
(hould continue to be found equal to fupport the continuance 
of the war, till a fit moment Ihould arrive for our obtaining a 
fafe and honourable peace. 

Lord Grenville obferved to their lordfhips, that we had been 
for fome time engaged in an expeniive war: yet hitherto we had 
provided for all the expences of the war. In the prefent year 
we had voted certain fums to defray the expence—We had, he 
trufted, voted fufficiently. He thought then it would be time 
enough to attempt to depreciate our '•eiources, when any of 
the ferviccs failed for want rl i p» oper Supply. 

7 he Marquis of LatfLivn !, he could not have believed 
the printed fpeech produced by tV nob! r earl to have been 
authentic, had not the noble earl deciait d, that the noble baron 
avowed it, bccaufe he knew the noble tur’.’s habits of urbanity 
and politenefs too well, to have imagined that he would not 
have done him jufticc, and ftated fairly what he laid. From 
the diftlnguiftiing candour of the nt'b< lord, he wa« inclined 
to bclie\e that what he had faid, had esc pad his recollection, 
hec;uf i he appealed to noble lords, if he had not in the firft 
jnftaiiLw* referred to the reports of the commiilionerc of ac¬ 
counts as the firll ground of his argument, and cxpreftly 
ftated me appropriation act, and its violation as another. He 
had given notice of his motion fix weeks ago, and the objedt 
of ;t had been llat«-d m every newfpaper. He was, therefore, 
lurprized to hear the noble lord, (Lord Hawkefbury) complain 
that they had waited fix weeks lor the motion, when the fact 
notoriouflv was, that he had waned for the papers, which go¬ 
vernment had kept back, and fume of them were not delivered 
till the very morning of the day, oh which the motion was to 
be made. He repe ted it that he had particularly called the 
attention of the Houle to the reports of the comimflioners of 
accounts, which contained matters well worth their lordfhips 
moil ferious confederation. r l hofe reports and the papers on 
the table, prefented (ubje&s fo multifarious, that it was im- 
poffible to go into all of them. He had, therefore, chofen to 
take up the great leading and conflitutional principles for con¬ 
federation, in oppofition to the mere figures and matters of 
arithmetic, important as the latter undoubtedly were. Their 
lordfhips all knew, that fuch was the intricacy of accounts, 
even among individuals, that it was rare to find fix men who 
agreed in them. Lawyers and judges were io fenfible of this, 
that they never attempted to fettle them thcmfclves, or £ven 
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fend them to a jury; they always left them to merchants. If 
this was the cafe in reflect to accounts between man and man, 
trader and trader, what muft it be in regard to the accounts 
of a great nation ; indeed he was perfuaded that it would be 
extremely difficult, if not impoifible to come to any iffue on 
(uch a fuhject in that Houfe. Knowing how eafy it was to 
puzzle their lordQiips with figures, he had called the attention 
of the Houfe to the more important poinr, the violation of the 
conftitution and the laws of the land, of which mintfters had 
been guilty. The noble lord who fpoke lately (Lord Hawkef- 
bury) (hone on figures, he was made up of figures, figures, 
figures ! He lived upon figuie c , dreamt of little t lfe, and could 
(peak. of nothing but two millions, three hundred pounds, 
fifteen (hillings and fourpencc halfpenny, or two millions, two 
hundred and fifty five pounds, ten (hillings and threepence 
three farthings; when the noble lord, therefore, found any 
argument again ft him, he always reforted to his favourite 
n.aze and led tneir lordlhips through a labyrinth of millions, 
thouiands, hundreds, pounds, (hillings, pence, halfpencef and 
farthings. He fo« his own par had cuofcn to call the confider- 
at on of the Houfe to lomcthmg of ltill higher importance, 
to principles am not to pence, to rhe conftiiut'on and not to 
antnmeuc, becauie the principles of the conftitution were not* 
only more important but more intelligible. The fubje&s in 
the papers on their lordlhips table comprehended great mat¬ 
ters and great principles, lie had, as he before-mentioned, 
(elected irom them the moft uitcieLing, the conftitution and 
the law; he had cndcavouied to call their attention to the gra¬ 
dual undermining of the one, and the open violation of the 
other ; his object was to preserve the conftitution and the Jaws 
entire, and he was perfuaded when Knghfhmen refumed their 
native character, (hoot off the torpor that for the moment fo 
ftrangely benumbed their faculties, and once more felt as Eng- 
lilhmen, they would feel and acknowledge that their beft fecu- 
rity retted on confining minilters within the bounds of the 
conftitution. The appropriation aCl he in common with every 
other reflecting man, conlidered as the moft facred of all 
others, and therefore it ought to be held the moft inviolate. 
He did not by any means wifli or intend to difparage the mat- 
. ter of finance, or the allufion to the peace eftablifhment made 
that day, both certainly were of great and ferious importance, 
but comparatively of little when let in oppofition to principles, 
when contrafted with the conftitution and the laws. To 
* into a queftion of finance before they confidercd how the 
+ country flood with regard to its conftitution and the laws, 

would 
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would be like a man of twenty thoufand a year, wafting a 
third part of his income, 6 or 7000I. per annum , in a lavifh 
manner, and in the midft of his diflipation and extravagance, 
felting downcoollyto calculatehow much hefhould have to live 
on twenty years hence. As a noble friend of his (the Earl of 
Coventry) had obferved, the peace eftablifhment could not be 
talked of at prefent with any gullibility of accuracy, becaufe it 
was impoffible to fay what troops France would keep up when 
peace would take place, or what would be then their relative 
Situation at home or abroad. The noble lord (Hawkcfbury) 
had ftated that, by attempting to depreciate the revenues of this 
country, it woulcf hold out a certain degree of confutation to 
the enemy : he did not fee how it could have that effedh If 
it fhould appear that our finances were not in that flounlhing 
ftate, notwithftanding the lofty tones of minifters, it would 
not be the enemy, but the people of this country, that would 
feel the fatal effects. He was certain for one, that by fwelling 
our finances beyond their due bounds, we fhould render our- 
felvet' no great fervice with foreign nations, we fhould in fo 
doing raife their envy, and induce them to believe that we 
were arriving at an univerfal monopoly of commerce. 

In the debate the other day, he had exprcfsly fet afide all the 
finance part of the argument, becaufe he would not puzzle 
their lordfhips. He had then atfigned the reafons for endea¬ 
vouring to call their attention to the moft important confider- 
ations, and had referved the other to a noble carl's manage¬ 
ment, well knowing his ability, his induftry, and the infinite 
pains, he had taken with the lubjcci. He had certainly loofely 
mentioned the payment of a fum of 40,000k to the Dcy of 
Algiers, but 40,000k in fuch an enormous fcale of expence, 
as the prefent ruinous war had occalloned, was as 30,000k 
gained in proportion to the expenditure of millions. He hoped 
the fubject of finance would be fully gone into by his noble 
friend, and he fhould be prepared to give his opinion upon it, 
whenever the day of debate came. 

Lord Hawktjhury faid, he was not a little aftonifhed at the 
manner in which the noble marquis had chofen to exprefs 
himfclf. He owned he did not expedVto hear cither his noble 
friend (Lord Grenville) or himfclf con.plained of for ufing a 
few figures, in a converfation immediately turning upon 
figures and exprefsly brought on not by them. In fpite, how¬ 
ever, of the ridicule of the noble marquis, though a mere 
man of figures, he fhould be ready to meet the fubjedt of 
finance fully, whenever it fhould be brought forward, and. 
he flattered lumfelf he fhould be able to fatisfy their lordfhips, 

that 
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that there was great reafon for gratification and comfort, but 
no ground for dcfpondcncy in any refpeft whatfoever. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, the noble lord (Hawkefbury) 
fliould not have reafon to complain of being taken by furprize; 
he would indulge his lordfliip with a full opportunity of reply¬ 
ing to every remark; for which purpofe he Ihould bring for¬ 
ward a motion on the fubje& of the papers on the table. He 
wiflied to bring it forward on an early day: but as the whole 
expenditure of the prefent year could tint be precifely known, 
till the committee of fupply was clofed in the other Houfe 
he fhould be obliged to defer it till then. It was at length 
agreed that the Houfe Ihould be fummoned on Lord Lauder¬ 
dale’s notice on Tuefday the 17th inftant. 

MOTION FOR A CHANGE OF SYSTEM, IN REGARD TO EX¬ 
TERNAL POLITICS. 

The Earl of Guildford faid, no apology was neceflary from 
him for calling the attention of the Houfe to the motion of 
which he had given notice; the public cmbarraflment in con- 
fequence of the war, and the manner in which minifter^had 
conduced it, were fo notorious, that there could be but one 
opinion about the confcquences that cmbarraflment led to, and 
thus it became a critical time at which it was the duty of every 
public man, whether a minifter, or merely a member of par¬ 
liament, to come forward with his opinion and advice; and 
the neccflity of attending to the conduct of minifters, 
never was more manifeft than it was at prelent. One wifli 
only could prevail, viz. a wifh for peace upon the beft terms 
that could be obtained from a due confuleration of the relative 
fuccefles of the two countries ; their relative force, and the 
relative probabilities that might be Hated from the prefent ap¬ 
pearances. In the addrefs he meant to move, hp (aid, he 
\.culd ftate the mcafurcs he thought moft likely to extricate 
the country from the lamentable fituation in which the mif- 
condudt of minifters had involved us ; all the difficulties, dif- 
afters, and dangers that had happened to us, were to be aferi- 
bed to the miferable fyftem of meafures purfued by minifters, 
and ftill further to the more miferable way in which that fyftem 
had been carried into execution ; all this fyftem then muft be 
completely done away, and a new one adopted, before any 
• good could be expe&ed; indeed there could be but little hopes 
of fuccefs or profperity, until the Houle and the minifters were 
perfuaded that they ought to undo all that they had done, and 
retreat every ftep they had advanced in this ruinous and abfurd 
conteft. While it was allowed or. all hands that the ^untrv 

could 
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could not long exift without peace, they muft all lament how 
little chance there was of obtaining a fafe and honourable 
peace, while the fame men were allowed to purfue the fame 
fyftem. Having attempted unfuccefsfully laft feilion to con¬ 
vince the Houle of this, he lamented the neceffity of tiring 
their lordfhips with dale hacknied topicks, hut he would dwell 
• on them as flhortly as poffible $ the topicks neceflarily were 
the conduit of the war, the incurring it when it could have 
been avoided by the treatment of Monfieur Chauvelin, the 
neglect of tfte oppportunity of making peace when 'we 
bad retaken the greateft part of Auftrian Flanders and had 
Valenciennes in our hands, and might have made honourable 
terms on the grounds of the fuccefs of our arms. He would 
ftate his proportion to be this, a total abandonment of the 
former conduct and fyftem of minifters, and the necvffity for 
that and the other Houfe of parliament to lay before the king 
a full and fair ftatement of the real fituation into which they 
had brought the country, by their general conduct for the laft: 
three years, from no part of which, it was yet poffible to 
know what was the objeii of the war. With regard to the 
commencement of the war, he had uniformly hi-Id the fame 
opinion, and whatever had been the conduct of France, there 
was nothing on our part th-l looked like a with to avoid go¬ 
ing into it; he referred to the recal of Lord Gower, and the 
difmiffion of Chauvelin. It had been faid that the war was ne- 
ceffary for the fafety of the conftitution of the country; in 
what particular however was tiie conftitution better by the 
war? It was clear that the averfion of minifters to peace had 
prolonged the war, and had coft the country, as had been 
ftated in another place, fifty millions of money, and fifty 
thoufrnd lives. The original pretences for going to war were 
not, however, found fufficient fi»r both thefe purpofes, and va¬ 
rious other reafons were affigned for the origin of the war, and 
very different grounds had lince been had recourfe to; the ex¬ 
igence of a republic in France was faid to be incouiiftent with 
the fafety of the Britifh conftitution, and on this idea mini¬ 
fters, ftrongly fupported by a majority, put themfelves at the 
head of a giand confederacy againlt France- When Holland 
was protected, and the Netherlands reftored, furely every 
proper *id was gained that Britain interfered for. But wild 
thoughts, joined to their own warm imaginations, had led 
them to think that they muft not make peace until they had 
arrived at the gates of Paris; the defeats, difgraces, and dif- 
pia y that followed thofe projects were fufficiently known, and 
this proud confederacy fell to pieces; whether we were du¬ 
ped 
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ped by our allies, or they deceived by us, was ftill a queftion. 
His lordlhip pointed out the abfurdity of the declarations of our 
allies upon various occafions. He reprobated in ftrong terms 
the conduCt of this country by encouraging the royalifts to car¬ 
ry on the war in La Vendee; had that ever been proper, mi- 
nifters by their negligence loft the opportunity when it might 
have been fuccefsful. He adverted to the effedt which that af¬ 
fair had upon our Weft India expedition, and faid, though they 
were deaf to foreign (uft'erings, they certainly would feel for 
the diftreffes thatbefel Admiral Chriftian’s fleer, and afked what 
atonement minifters could offer for the incalculable evils which 
their blunders and incapacity had brought upon the Country. 
After the furrender of Valenciennes, he thought minifters highly 
blameabie for lofing the moment of vidtory to terminate the 
war, but their not making peace when it was in their hands, 
fhewed that they mull: have had other views than thofe often- 
fibly held forth. If the change in the French government 
was an obje&ion to making peace, it Was one which might 
laft for ever. He took a curfory review of the war as affect¬ 
ing the internal ftate of the country, and the encroachnjpnts 
upon the conftitution which it had given rife to ; among others 
he ftated the great dread of military force that had been introduced 
into the fyftemof government; that vigour beyond the law that 
had been mentioned in another place as nCceffary to be reforted 
to; the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Adi; the ufe that had 
been made of the Alien Bill ; and thofe latter Bills founded 
upon feme low difgraceful proceedings, which amounted to 
a prohibition againft meetings of almoll any defeription ; 
thofe and many •other inftanccs he faid he could mention as 
the effects of the war upon the conftitution ; adding that if the 
conftitution, weakened and encroached upon as it was, was 
the fort of conftitution that minifters wiftied for, he muft fay, 
that he fhould never feel it matter of exultation. The effedt 
on the finances was equally deplorable, 100 millions were 
added to our debt ; 21 millions had been ftated in another 
place by the finance minifter as the loweft probable peace ex¬ 
penditure, though by wifer and more intelligent men, it was 
thought that it would be much more, and it ought to be re- 
colledted, that this was the prediction of one who had hitherto 
been uniformly falfe in his predictions, while thofe of his abler 
opponents had been uniformly corredt and true. If this was 
the cafe now, who could anticipate the expence of another 
campaign. Another, and a very ferious confideration, he fai<J^ 
was the drawback on trade occafioned by the war. The 
King’s meffage, which ftated, that there was no objection ta 
Vox.. IV. 1796. 3 L negociat# 
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negotiate hati afforded univeifal fatisfa^tion, but the fubfe- 
qucnt conduct of minrfters in not following up the fpirit of 
tnat meflage, and letting three months elapfe before they at¬ 
tempted to negotiate, was in his opinion dsfgracdul to the 
country, and piegiunt with mifehievous confequences. With 
regard to the mode of treating with M. Barthclcmy; a more 
awkward attempt was finely never exhibited to the eyes of 
mankind. Whoever the author of the proportion washe 
thought him entitled to the thanks of the country, but the ne¬ 
gotiation had been conducted in fuch a manner as almoft to 
induce him to lament that the propofition had ever been made. 
The notification* was infidlous, and the declaration of Mr. 


Wickham, that he was not empowered to treat, but only au- 
thoril'ed to receive an anfwer whether Fiance v/as difpolcd to 
treat or not was highly unwife, and {hewed that it had been 
the latent motive and meaning ot miniiters all along to deceive 
parliament, and hold out a ddufion to Europe. The anfwer 
made was. undoubtedly arrogant and ambitious, but could 
any one believe that the muuiiers of this country were lincere 
whpn they made the propofuion ? Let any man read it, and 
then gravely fay, that he believed they made it with a real and 
bona fde intent to obtain a peace ! from his foul he mult lay, 
that he drew the fame coaclufions as were drawn by tne 
French ; that in our oillis we were not fincerc. He agreed 

# w 

that the municipal form of any government ought not to be 
pleaded in bar of any negotiation; it was however eafy to 
lee that the arrogance of France was the effect of fucn.fi>, 
and the extravagant feelings that naturally arofe from it; her 
ambition certainly though an ovei weening* was not a hudly 
concerted ambition; while our a: romance was the paliion of 
an angry child, and our ambition an ambition to keep the 
valuable pofleflion ot Corfica. He admitted that the icfuiuces 
of the countiy were (olid and confolaioiy, but great as they 
were, they might be puflied too far. He i cm i tided their lord- 
fhips of the ca(c, that in the reign of oui gicai deliverer King 
William; that prince was obliged to Lie the advantage of it 
wole campaign duringa moll liiccvNfulpart of the war,for want 
of fpe» ie to pay the army with in Flanders. He warned nunif- 
ters iheieforcfrom incuirmgalike inconvenicnc, which under 
the ci; cum fiances of the prclent war, would be a matter of 
lerious moment, in confequence of carrying things to an extie- 
mity by an unlimited cxpoitof money. After an animated 
vOild-fevere invtciive.againll min flers on the grounds of their 
^ftunied imbecility and l il’condudl, the Earl declared he iaw 
#*o remedy for the calamities in which they had involved ,tfie 

. country. 
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country, but to tread back again every ftep they had taken, 
and to undo all that they had done; he fhould therefore move 
an addreis to be laid before the throne to that effedi, having 
on a former occafion moved for an enquiry, in vain. His 
lordfhip laid the motion was long, and with the permiflion of 
the Houle, he would wave reading it, and hand it to the noble 
and learned lord on the woollack. 

No objection being made, n was read by the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, and was flxnll .r in Jubilance to ihat moved bv Mr. Fox 
on the fame d.«y *n the Houle of Commons, wmch the reader 
will hod in the following pages. 

Lord Hjiituy objected to thefe refutations as the mod ex¬ 
traordinary, naa < very rcafon to believe that were ever 
offered to mat or anv otner Hojfe of Parliament. 

He declared he nevet hea.d fo unparliamentary a proceeding 
as to bring forward on the fudden fo long a motion, or rather 
a pamp Jet, tar it codified of thirteen pages, and leemed 
more like a pamphlet intended for perufal without doors, 
than a tiioiion, and call on their lordlhips to fw.iliow the whole, 
at one gulp, and vote a volume that condemned every ftrp^hey 
had tavern, and eveiy refolution on the war that they na l voted 
for the Lit rhree years. The icfolutions were of luch length, 
that the noble eat 1 had cxcufed iu nfdt from the fatigue of read¬ 
ing them, and had therefore handed tta-m up to be lead by the 
noble and learned lord on the woollack. He had given inch 
attention to them as he was able; but he really found him- 
felf unable to fay to what poins they went; as tar as he could 
collect from having heard the motion once read, there were 
fevend matters Hated on which lie fhould be difpoled to differ 
comptaaily from the noble earl, others he could not hear, in 
fadt it was impollible lor him to comprehend or underlbmd 
the whole of a motion lo dilrufe, lb complex, and io full 
of variety of different matters. He believed this was the firft 
lime tHeir lordlhips, without any previous inquiry, and with 
no proof either of evidence or argument, were ever called on 
to addreis the throne; and, above all, it was incumbent upon 
the noble mover to have propofed the adjournment of' the de¬ 
bate at lcaft for a day, that their lordlhips might have an op¬ 
portunity of acquiring fome knowledge of the contents of the 
morion. For theie ivalons be fhould vote againfhit. 

The Duke of Bedford faid he underftood motion of equal 
length had been propofed, if there had not, he fhould not 
fturdily reject a good purpofc becaule it might want precedent. 
He admitted that it was difficuft for noble lords to under ft and 
the whole of fo long and complex a motion at once, and he 
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z agreed with the noble vifeounton that head, though the nature 
of the motion had been ftated by his noble friend when he firft 
gave notice, and the topics touched upon were fuch as had 
been often difeufied, and needed little new inveftigation. If 
however noble lords imagined the delay nccefTary to make up 
their minds on the fubje&, he thought it fair to give them 
time to contidcr it, and would therefore move to adjourn the 
confidcration of the motion^iill Monday. 

The Earl of CarliJIe and Lord Mulgrave both rofe together, 
but the latter gave way. The earl faid he never had witnefled 
fo irregular a proceeding fince he had fat in parliament. 
The firft iriegularity was for a noble lord to introduce a mo¬ 
tion and not ltate it himfelf, but on the contrary to hand it at 
©free to the noble lord on the woolfack, and then, which was 
t greater irregularity, for the noble duke to move to adjourn 
the debate to a future day, againft which day he prefumed a 
motion neither rccogtrzed nor received by trre Houfe was to 
be printed, for that he took it for granted was the purpofc of 
the delay. 

The Earl of Carnarvon faid, that what might be ptoperly 
confidercd as the motion, was in fad a very fhort motion. 
The paper handed up contained a firing of articles of impeach¬ 
ment againft minifters. T he argument of it he could not 
anfvver becaufe it contained none, but was mere allcrtion with¬ 
out reafor, and'without proof. It would be better to move 
for the removal o\ minifters at once, but though he difapproved 
of parts of the conduct of the war, he could not go that 
length. 

Lord Mulgrave agreed with the noble earl, that nothing 
could be more irregular than the mode of proceeding, though 
there certainly was ro occafion to adjourn the debate. He 
declared himfelf willing to enter upon it then, and if it would 
be decent for him, not being in a refponfible fmiation to de¬ 
fend the condutS of minifters, he faw enough of ihe motion to 
be able to do it . t that time, as well as he ftiould be able to it 
on Monuay. He faid, on the firft blufh of the motion he 
could rppofe a variety of arguments to the different aflertions 
it contained, but he would referve himfelf for the debate. 
There had undoubtedly been much irregularity of proceeding, 
but he had not heard his noble friend afk to have the motion 
read. 

The Earl of Guildford faid he fhould be extremely forry to 
be guilty of any irregularity, at which their lordfhips might 
'reasonably take offence; he begged leave to remind them how¬ 
ever, that before he had given the motion out of his hand, he 

had 
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had appealed to them, whether it were with their Itfrdflaips* 
'confent, that he might wave reading the reflations. With 
regard to adjourning the debate, it was a matter of perfect in¬ 
difference to him. He left it entirely to the Houle to difpofe 
of the motion and debate as the y though* - proper. 

There being a general exclamation of go on , go on ! 

The Duke of Bedford rofe and faid, he nad merely moved to 
adjourn pa what the noble vifeount (Lord Sydney) had faid, 
and from a motive of candour; he was nevertheleis ready to 
withdraw it, if the Houfe would permit. '1 he motion of ad¬ 
journment was then, by general confent, withd awn. 

Lord Hazvkcjiury objected to the adjournment, he faid, he 
really did not know whether the motion was adjourned or not : 
the few points that feemed to demand any notice from him, he 
was then as ready to difeuft as he could be at any future time ; 
["The Duke of Bedford informed his lordfhip that the motion 
of adjournment wa.i withdiawn.J The motion of the noble 
carl was fo extraordinary a one that he knew not where to to 
begin to reedy, the motion being to loaded with different mat¬ 
ter. It fet out with the commencement of the war, ^1 point 
that had been often difcuflcd, and reflecting winch the Houfe 
declared a^ain and a^am ui.it its co nmenccmeut was unavoid- 
able in confluence of the wanfon and unpiovokcd .iggreffion 
of the French His lurdihip in a fummai y way recapitulated 
the arguments fo ohen urged on thir> head# and in like man¬ 
ner touched upon all thetopick** referred to in the rei.dutions, 
difpofmg of than point by point. With reg ird to the alledged 
difpofition of the French to nuke peace Tier the funendcr of 
Valenciennes, there having been ever the fir.ailelt intimation 
of tuch a difpofition on the part t f Fiance, was a circumltancr, 
of v.'hich he had not the flignteit knowledge; an-J he appealed 
to his noble friend (land Grenville) who was officially more 
likely tube acquainted with the cucumUance, -whether fuch 
a notice had ever been received : the Cabinet denied it com¬ 
pletely. 

The next object of curious remark was with refpedt to what 
kind or treaties had been made with powers, who concluded 
peace with the French nation, and the nature of thefc treaties. 
The King of Spain, for inltancc, had made peace, and fent 
an ambaliiidor to Paris. How had they received him ? He 
had addreffed the directory in a fet x figurative ^>eech, to which 
they returned an anfwcr ; they chole however ltudioufly to ad¬ 
here to theii fyltem of difcrimination between the people and 
their fovereign in every refpect whatfoever; forgetting who fent 
the ambaffidor they u ere addreding, they never allude to his 

foyal 
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royal m after, and the word rot, (king) is neter once mention¬ 
ed in the fpeech. • After dwelling for fome lime on this, lord 
Hawkelbury at length came to Mr. Wickham’s note com¬ 
municated through M. Barthelemy, to the executive direc¬ 
tory, upon which fuch unjuftifiable reprobation had been paf- 
fed. His lordfhip contended, that ihe only poiiible way of 
negotiating under fuch circumftances, was to authorife Mr. 4 
Wickham to proceed no further than merely to put the quef- 
tion, “ Are you difpofed totieat for peace ?” And he believed 
the qutftion for precedent might be negatively put, where was 
there a treaty which was not fo begun ? It contained the only 
three proportions, which fimple and fair meaning could put to 
a powerful enemy. 

The firft propofition naturally was, “ Are you willing to 
treat for peace upon fair and honourable conditions, and on 
what terms ?” 

The fecond propofition, “ Will you confent to a congrcfs 
for the negneiation of the pacificatory terms ?” 

The third propofition, “ Is there any other mode you like 

better f ?” 

Having pointed out the ncceflity of fuch preliminary quef- 
tions, his lordfhip laid, he knew Mr. Barthelemy well when 
he was here, and knew him to be a man cxtiemciy w, 11 fitted 
for the bufmeis of negotiation. He would have proved far too 
deep and artful, t«*o well verfed in the lcicixc of diplomatique 
ftnefl'e for Mr. Wickham, highly as he tnought of that gen¬ 
tleman i M. Barthelemy would have wormed out of Mr. Wick¬ 
ham all his purpole, witnout at all committing himfelf, and it 
would have been made a handle againft negotutng. l'hc 
anfwer of the French Directoiy clearly evinced that they 
had no real defire of peace, arid jutlified the note of his ma- 
jefty’s minifters in confequence. As there was no probabi¬ 
lity of obtaining peace, the only way left was by a vigorous 
rrofccution of the war, which could not be carried on, if the 
Houfe was torefeind and reprobate their own proceedings, 
during the war. He fhould therefore give the quell ion his 
decided negative. 

The Duke of Grafton, although rarely in the habit of trou¬ 
bling their lordfhips with his opinions, admitted there were 
occaiions fo paramount as to demand that difeharge of what 
he owed to thqjr lordfhips, to his country, and to himfelf. He 
had, therefore, come forward on the prefent motion, in which 
he perfedtly coincided with the noble earl. His grace repro¬ 
bated the principle and conduct of the war, and ardently de¬ 
sired that peace, which it was to be fcaied would never be 
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concluded with the prt^ent minifters, they having manifeftJy 
wiftied the utter dcftru&ion of the republic; and, of courfr, 
whenever peace was concluded, it would be impoffible to con¬ 
vince the public, that men lefs obnoxious would not have been 
able to have made peace upon more favourable conditions. 
As to tbf* argument of a noble vifeount, that we muft unfay 
all that we had been faying, and undo what had been done, 
he remembered, that at the clofe of the American war, his 
majefty’s attorney and folicitor general had come down to the 
other houfe, for the exprefc purpofe of doing away obnoxious 
adts of the legiflature. man was then 3 fhamed to tread 

back the path of error. The duke in ftrong and pathetic terms 
deprecated the conlcquences of the ftrides by which he aflerted 
the couftitution of the monarchy was in danger, and though 
it had flood on the firmeit pillars that ever were eredled, if it 
once fell, he greatly feared that venerable edifice would never 
rear its head again. He alfo deploredth a military government 
that threatened annihilation to the libeities of the people. 

He lamented the aibitrary controul that minifters had 
obtained by the prevention of remonftrances to the throne, 
and exclaimed in the lamniaze of the Roman hiftoriant? 

o ♦ 

O ram temper fcliche! nbi fir tire qua veilet quodJentire 
dicere liccat! 

The Lord Preftdcnt juft ; ficd the condudl of his majefty’s 
minifters in commencing the war, and reminded the Houle of 
the extraordinary decree of the French convention of the 19th 
of November, in which they cxpiefaly declared, it was their 
intention to force other countries to adopt their principles and 
fraternize and affiliate with them, a decree that fo juftly gave 
offence to all Europe. He alfo instanced other projfs of pro¬ 
vocation and aggreifinn on the part of France. In anfwef to 
the afiertion of the noble duke, that the French would not * 
treat with the prefent minifters of this country, Ke referred to 
the treaty of Ryfwick and to other negotiations, in which 
thofe who had conduced the war negotiated and made the 
peace. 

EarlFitzwiiliam refilled the motion before the Houfe, but 
contended that it was matter cf charge againft minifters the 
being difpofed at all ro treat with the prefent government of 
France. He declared he law no difference between the pre-* 
fent government and the former ; they atted on the fame prill- 
ciple**, their objedls are diftin^lly the fame; they are ftill a 
nation of diforganizers ; and if we were ever weak, like the 
king of Sardinia, wc fhcukl be furc tgbe attacked by them in 

tha?" 
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tf&t moment. He afked the noble fecretary of ftate.if his majef- 
ty* 4 : mlnifter$ were prepared for the variety of important mea- 
iuffes*vrtVtc 1 i inuft meet them in cafe of peace ? Were they prepa¬ 
re# td'fedmit Frenchmen into this country and to fuffer Englilh- 
m&i' to emigrate to France ? Were they fortified againlt the 
influence of French anarchy, and the danger of the introduc¬ 
tion of their pernicious principles ? There were alfo other 
confiderations—-would peace now favc Genoa ? and prevent 
the plunder of Italy ? Bdlum interncclnem , and nothing fhort 
of it, he had confidered to be the policy of Euiope with regard 
to the republic of France, which he ever deemed as the diftuibers 
of every regular government and the enemies of mankind j on 
that ground only had he given minifters his fupport, and on 
that ground only would he continue it. 

Lord Grenville began an able, animated, and perfpicuous 
fpeech, with declaring that he regarded the motion of the noble 
earl in the light of a pamphlet, intended not to confine its ope¬ 
rations to that Houfe : it was meant for the public. And al¬ 
though the points on which it dwelt had been repeatedly 
dilcuffed in that Houfe, and conlequent decifions come to, 
yet he never would decline the conteft upon any of the 
grounds he had formerly occupied ; as often as thofe topicks 
were brought forward, fo often would he meet them, and 
Would to the laft periift in the affertion, that the war was 
<not declared by this country, but commenced necellarily in 
confequence of the unjull aggreffion of Franee. Who in fa& 
are the parties that preclude negociation at the prefent moment ? 
Are they not the executive government of France, whofe policy 
it was to remain at war, or they would never infift, as a pre¬ 
liminary to negociation, that France fhould keep all her con¬ 
quers, and receive back all fhe has loft to Great-Britain. 

in the progrefs of the rupture between the two countries, he 
xoild lay his hand upon his hcait, and as a man of honour and 
gentleman declare, that if he ever doubted, whether any 
fclime refpe<Sting the commencement of the war was imputable 
tortoinifters, it was upon the propriety of the forbearance of 
-this country. If Louis XIV. had reigned and purfued the 
fame mcafures, he Ihould have faid peace was impoflible. 
.Being therefore at war with France, it became a matter of 
pojfcy not to have her whole force employed againft us ; we 
therefore engaged with our allies that they might attack them 
’joxv.the land fide, while we carried on the war by fca* If, 
however, we had no allies, fuch was his confidence in the 
valoyr and refources of his country, that he trufted we ihould 



May io ] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 



It bad been hinted that at the time when the Netherlands 
and Holland were fafe, we might have concluded peace; It 
was not at the fame time recolleded, that that period was in 
the tyranny of Robefpierrc, and that France was little difpofed 
to maintain the accuftomed relations of peace and amity, 
at a time when it was her declared fyftem, that to deftroy the 
Britifh conftitution would prepare her triumph over every 
nation in Europe, and the diflemination of her principles 
throughout the world. 

His lordflup noticed the contradidcry grounds on which his 
njajefty’s mimfters were that day attacked. A noble earl 
(Fitz william) had brought an accufation againft them for do* 
ing fo little. That noble earl was inclined to think our only 
fafety was in a helium interneiinemi he however begged leave 
to difavow having ever entertained fuch a dodrine. He for 
one was of opinion, that the deftrudion of the republic would 
be the happieft event for either that country or this; but, not- 
withftandmg, it was not an infurmountable impediment to 
peace, fhould the republic be eftablilked. The fyftem of de¬ 
mocratic intrigue muft be expeded to run its courfe, iff had 
done fo, and the lefton, he trufted, would not be loft j we 
fhould dread the mifchiefs of communication. 

The noble earl fpcaks rather indefinitely, however, when he 
talks of die government of France; he unaccountably confi- 
ders that government from the dethronement of the monarch 
to the prcfcnt time as one government. Does he reflet that 
they never had a conftitution until the prefent, of a fortnight’s 
duration. That they had no Cooner conftituted a republic, 
than they fuperfeded the conftitution by a revolutionary go¬ 
vernment ? In the adminiftration of which fadion rapidly fuc- 
ceeded fadion, and this isthecaufe of the exti erne difficulty to 
repofe confidence in the prefent. The noble earl had talked 
of the danger of ingrefs and egrefs—did he think minifters 
knew fo little of their duty or wanted power to forbid any 
foreigner, who carried on dangerous intrigues in this country, 
out of the kingdom ? The beft antidote to Frenchmen com¬ 
ing here, in his mind, would be allowing Englifttmen to go 
over into France ; the (hocking view of the anarchy and dif- 
organization there would abfolve u; from all contagion of 
their manners. While they were talking of peace, it be- 
- came them to refled upon the relative duties to thofe allies, 
who had fo fteadily adhered to the confederacy; it would ill 
become the dignity of his majefty, and the generous ebarader 
of the country, to fall into the trap of foparate negotiation, by 
VuL. IV. 1796. 3M which 
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which poKcy the French have laboured to break and difunite 
for ever the interefts of the powers of Europe. 

' With regard to the fteps taken in confequence of his majefty’s 
theflage, theobjedlions made on that head were the moft flight, 
infignificant, and were it not from refpeCf to the noble earl, he 
fhould fay contemptible, that were ever ftarted. Mr. Wick¬ 
ham was not authorized to negotiate; Had there ever been an 
inftanceof a perfon thusauthoriftd in the firft inftance ? Were 
there lordfhips ignorant of the hiftory of their own country ? 
He did not mean that of remote, but of recent periods. He 
“knew, as it was in the year 1763, that the ufual mode of 
beginning negotiation was through the minifter of fome 
foreign and neutral power inclined to mediate and interpofe. 
During the feven years war this mode was adopted both 
by England and France. 

Another circumftance, his lordfhip obferved, of a more 
extraordinary nature than even thefe to which he had allu¬ 
ded, was the declaration, that the prefent minifters could 
not make peace as well as other men. Gracious God 1 
he Vxclaimed, was it necefiary that you fhould be a traitor 
to your country in order to conciliate the good will of your 
enemy ? that you fhould have favoured her defigns, and not 
vigoroufly have oppofed her arms, that you may be welcome 
to her in the hour of peace ? If this were fo, he trailed no 
t>ne Englifhman could be found in the country, who could 
negotiate f6r peace with the French republic. As to the 
parallel attempted to be drawn from America, of tmfaying 
former expreffions, and changing meafures, it had been pfofled 
farther than it would go. With refpeCt to the anfwer of M. 

‘ Barthelemy to Mr. Wickham’s note, that anfwer his lordfhip 
'remembered, was not only concluded in thofe haughty and ar¬ 
rogant terms that characterized the country from whence it 
proceeded, but it plainly difeovered that the prefent orators of 
‘ the republic retained the unreafcnable and ambitious preten- 
jtons of their predeceflors; conceiving the motion therefore to be 
■ -exactly calculated to infpirit the enemy, without being likely 
to produce any beneficial effects whatever, he fhould give his 
-Vote decidedly againft it. 

-v Earl Fitzwilliam and Lord Grenville explained. 

' The Ear-l of Mansfield fpoke alfo in explanation. With 
refpeCt to ilit charge that had been made upon minifters of ' 
their having intended nothing fhort of the re-eflablifhment of 
'ihe-old French government, he difavowed the truth of that af- 
|G?rtion ;• touch>og that point however, his lordfhip declared 
^ 4 lat in his opinion, the reftoration of the ancient monarchy of 

F ranee. 
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France, would not only have been a meafure perfectly juftin- 
fiable for this country, to have attempted, but a meafure nioft 
calculated to promoie the happinefs of France and to preferve 
the peace and tranquillity of Europe. His lordfhip concluded 
with complimenting this country on the humanity with which 
they had treated the unfortunate emigrants who had fought its 
prore&ion; and alluded in high terms of encomium to the 
c*:cumftance of government, having afforded an afylum to the 
princes of the Houfe of Bourbon, and allowed them Holyrood 
Houfe for their refidence. 

Lord Mulgravt with great neatnefs and preciffon of argu¬ 
ment, recapitulated and difcufled all the circumitances that 
had been ftated in proof of the impoflibility of making 
peace confidently with the interefts of this country, or our 
faith towards our allies. His lordffiip faid, however defirous 
of peace he felt in common with other noble lords, he con- 
fidered peace as impoflible while the Auftrian Nethetlands re¬ 
mained in the power of France, and when they were mafters 
of the coaft from the Bay of Bifcay to Hamburgh, and of the 
navigation of the Rhine. 

The Marquis of Lanfdjivn in allufion to the open manner 
in which the motion had been fpoken to, began a fpeech of 
confiderable length by faying, that 44 next to a warm friend give 
him an open enemy/* He could not however but be lur- 
prifed that any perfon fhould object to the motion in point of 
order. In the couife of fix and thirty years that he had had 
the honour to fit in that Houfe, he had witneffed a variety of 
motions open to the fame objections. Indeed foon after he 
had taken his feat, a noble duke, now no more, remarkable for 
his great ability as well as property, and diftinguilhed for bis 
flridt adherence to the orders of the Houfe, had made a very 
long motion (which he had himfelf the honour to fecond* and 
had never had occafion to regret the circumltance) againft the 
German war, condemning in themoft pointed terms, the very 
fylteni purfued by an adimniltration of which he himfelf was a 
member, and repeatedly fan&ionpJ by parliament. No one 
objected to the propriety cf his conduit; but all admired its 
integrity and manhnefs.' 

It would indeed be the heighth of abfurdity that the Houfe 
Ihould be bound one year by the alts, much lefs by the refo- 
lutions, of a former one, particularly in time of war, where 
pohtions, were perpetually changing, and where every year 
prefented a new itace of things. This was nororioufiy the cafe 
with theprefent war, though the objelt of it (till continued an 
unaccountable myttery. It was clear indeed what could mt 
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be the objedl of its continuance; certainly no intereft pecu¬ 
liarly Britifti, fince we were actually in pofleffion of every 
thine, in the Eaft or Weft, that Britifti avidity could defire, 
St. Pomingo perhaps alone excepted; for he confidered 
Gaudaloupe and St. Lucie as already in our hands; without 
going into a particular difcuffion of what regarded the con- 
queft of that ifland, it could never be fuppofed, that the whole 
of Europe, would fee us with indifference, poffefled of the 
monopoly of the fugar trade Eaft and Weft; fo that not a lady 
in any country in Europe was to drink a diffa of tea or coffee 
without the permiffion of the Britifti minifter. In faft there¬ 
fore, the queftion was not, what we ftiould acquire, but what 
we ftiould, if left to ourfelves, in point of good policy, defire to 
give up. He was far from denying the expreflion imputed to 
him by the prefident of the council at the time it was ufed ; 
namely, that no indemnity was to be put in comparison with peace y 
and if the money we had fpent, fince that opinion was given, 
was put into one fcale, and all our conquers, including even 
the lovely Cape itfelf, with all its advantages, into the other, 
no fober minded man would hefitate a moment in deciding 
which was the heavieft. Puttine Britifti interefts out of the 
queftion, what was there upon the continent to induce us to 
perfevere ? The noble fecretary of ftate had fpoken much of 
the good faith of our allies, and of the punftual discharge of all 
the engagements we had made. It was a language that coll 
us at different times, many and many millions, for which we 
had experienced little or no return ; he was however far from 
faying, that national honour could be maintained too high ; 
but what fecurity had we of reciprocity from our allies, or 
rather from our ally, for in fadt we had only one ? Was it in 
the power, if it was the inclination, of the Houfc of Auftria to 
make'us a due return ? Was it poflible to continue the war to 
mutual advantage in the prefect pofture of affairs ? It was a 
principle laid down bv the King of Pruffia, and pretty univer- 
fally adopted and pradlifed throughout all Germany, that alli¬ 
ances cannot be confidered as binding beyond a certain pointy 
where they tended tjfentially to injure the profperity of the ftate. 
Auftria had already loft Lombardy, the richeft country in 
Europe, and the Low Countries, and file was in evident dan¬ 
ger of lofing the Milanefe, a country in the next degree the 
richeft in this part of the globe; and for what ? for the loan 
which file had obtained from this country ; if it was to be con* 
fide red, as minifters have always afterted, as nothingbut a loan 
cofting her, as it does, nearly feven per cent, befides other de- 
iu&ibtt s, againft which ihe bad to fet a compliance without 

councils. 



May. xo] WOODF ALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 454 

councils, in different movements of her army, contrary to the 
inclinations and interefts of her generals ; it could fcarce he 
confidered as a compenfation. The reftoration of the Tow 
Countries could not be confidered as fuch ; indeed to fay that 
the Netherlands would be reftored to the Emperor, was an 
abfurdity; they were gone for ever ; even if they fhould not 
be united to France but be erefted into an independent ftate, 
what benefit in that cafe, could the emperor derive from thence? 
7 'he court of Vienna might indeed fend money there, but 
never could expert to derive advantage from them, under 
any government to which the people of that country would 
now fubmit; on the contrary, they would probably draw re- 
fouices from the Auftrian dominions. In this fituation, could 
the emperor anfwer to his fuhje£ts the continuance of the war, 
merely to fatisfy the perverfenefs and obftinacy of Great-Bri- 
tain, if any reafonable indemnity fhould be propofed ? and 
every one knew what it was in the power of France, efpecially 
if aided by Pruffia, to agree to. To what did all this lead, but 
to a partitioning fyftem, which had already too much prevailed, 
and which if ever applied to Germany muft end in deftroying 
the liberties of Europe. A military confidcration of the'quef- 
tion if gone into, would only ferve to fhew, that perfeverance 
in the prefent war was more likely to turn out to the difadvan- 
age, than to the advantage of both Britain and Auftria, if peace 
on reafonable terms could be obtained. 

Another of the funpoled motives for continuing the war had 
proved itfelf as ill rounded, as either of thofe which had been 
mentioned; that is, the inability of France to fupport her cre¬ 
dit. The affignats of which fo much had been heard, were 
dead and buried ; yet the republic had furvived contrary to all 
that had been foretold. Befides, fuppofing them driven to ftill 
further difltrefs, what other would be the confequence than that 
of driving them to compleat the bankruptcy, towards which 
'they had already gone half way, added to which they had ftill 
in refource an agrarian fyftem, a fyftem which had been hither¬ 
to attributed to them without any foundation. Afterwards 
what would be the relative fituation of the two countries ? 
The price of labour in the one, free from any impofition, 
and in the other loaded with fuch a mafs of taxes, as muft: 
ruin comparatively both trade and manufa&ure. 

Another motive, had been to prevent the fpreading of the 
new principles.-—Examine the ftate of Europe and the con¬ 
trary would be found to be the effedh With refpeft to the 
new principles, if” there were a power that hovered over 
Europe for the purpofe of diffeminating ihetn, it would have 

fet 
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fet by the ears two great rival nations ; and have contrived 
that thofe principles would be imbibed in the univerdties 
and places appointed for the infiru&ion of the riiing gene¬ 
ration. If, however, by new principles were to be under* 
flood the invcftigation of the meafures of government, the 
right of free difeuffion, the fetting bounds to arbitrary power, 
fecuring the liberty of the prefs, examination into the expendi¬ 
ture of public monies, they would make their way, and even 
now their progrefs was rapid. The noify part could do no 
harm and was quickly fubfiding; but the real and fubftantial 
part of them was daily gaining ground in every country in 
Europe, Pruffia perhaps only excepted. Aflc any one, the 
marquis faid, who had recently returned from the continent 
whether in Germany thofe principles we v e unknown or unculti¬ 
vated ; in fact they were no where more the objecls of atten¬ 
tion, if general repoit fpoke tiue, than in the electorate of 
Hanover. 

Whde they had been the fubjeA of noify and oftentimes 
empty declamation in England and in France, and the occa- 
fion, it muft be allowed, of dreadful feenes of honor, owing 
it wA to be hoped to peculiar circumltances in the latter, they 
had been making a flow and filcnt, but certain progrefs in 
the north of Europe, where they had become a matter of 
fcier.cc, and a neceila: y part of education. 

Af r cr examining the policy of putting an end to the war, the 
practicability of obtaining peace came mxt to bocoufidercd as 
well as the linccrity of the pivfcnt mimflers in the'Heps which 
they had taken to attain it. The Secretary of State hud pofi- 
lively affirmed that hitherto \vc had no alternative before us, 
to piove which it w^s not nccefiiry to do more than to recall 
to their memories a Angle name, that of Robefpierre. He did 
not pretend to be well informed of the difpofitions of the ene¬ 
my; he cultivated no communications vthich tended to any 
information of the kind, as the miniltry mult very well know, 
who had the command of die pofir, and other opportunities ot 
« 3 ifco*ering it was oditrwife. Eut from what he had formerly 
known, as well as from the general obfervation, he fhouIJ 
have been led very fliomiy ro lulpect, that there mull have 
been, both before the tin:* of Robefpierre, and fince his death, 
openings not probably in the way of official q % e/Uon and an- 
fwer as ftated by the public fccretaiy, but in ways which 
irjipht have led more certainly to ft* dtiirable an event, if they 
had been met with a corn (pending inclination upon our pait. 
"The noble fecrerary affirmed that ftich inclination on our part 
was incontrovcrtildy mamfellcd by the note addreflld to Mr, 

Wickham* 
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Wickham, to Monficur Barthelemi, at Bade, and further af- . 
ferted, that no negotiation had ever been commenced except 
in fome fuch manner and quoted tor examples two negocia- 
tions which had commenced in the courfe of the feven years 
war, during the adminiftration of Lord Chatham. 

Theanfwer to this was very fliort; which was, that both of 
them had failed, he was in a fituation to fpeak very com\Sl!y 
as to the negotiation which had afterwards fuccceded, and 
had ended in the peace of 1763, as well as to that which pre¬ 
ceded the peace of 1782, as he was intimately acquainted both 
with the one and the other; and as both were now become 
matters of hiftory, he had no fcruple in (hewing, that fo far 
from refembling the communication made by Mr. Wickham, 
they had been as eflcntially different as it was well poiiible for 
them to be. 

As to the peace of 1763, the firft circumftance, which, 
however, was no trifling one, was that the minifter who had 
•ondudted the war, and was one of the principal advocates in 
fupport of it, had retired; the next point of difference was, 
that the minifter who fuccecded him, adopted in that*Houfe 
and probably elfewhere, a language evidently tending to con¬ 
ciliation, and condemning in very pointed terms, the general 
policy of the war and mode of conducting it. In the third 
place an opportunity was taken to releafe Comte D’Eftaing, 
who, as every one remembers, was then a prifoner under very 
peculiar circumftanccs, and who was permitted to return to 
France accompanied with fuch marks of attention and regard 
as could not be mifunderftood. Laft of all the negociation 
was put into the hands of a mediating court, which was, at Jeaft 
up the time, more remarkable than any in Europe, for the 
judicious choice of its minifters; and the one refident here, 
who was more intimately conneflcd and acquainted than per¬ 
haps any foreigner was before or had betn fince; was entruti¬ 
ed with the principal conduct of the negociation, which, as 
might reafonably be expeCVed, ended in peace. <Hc was ftiil 
more enabled to fpeak refpc&ing the peace of 1782, as the 
overture was made direitly to himfelf (in confluence of fome 
very general Convcrfation with a French admiral, who like- 
wife had been a prifoner in England, and returned in the ufual 
courfe of exchange accoiding to the terms of the cartel) by the 
Comte de Vergennes, then minifter of France, whofe name he 
was always bound to mention with honour and refpe&, as well 
as the gentleman employed by him, Monfieur de Rayneval, 
the confidential fecretary of the department, who having been 
known to be upon fuch intimate terms of friendfhip with the 

minifter. 
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noinifter, as to be prefent at every converfatipn he.had 
the foreign minifters in his department, therefore carried with 
him the moil unequivocal marks of intimate confidence $ and 
he muft do juftice both to the one and the other, that it was 
impoffible from the firft moment, to the tail of the negotiation, 
to proceed with more honour, fairnefs, and manlmefs, than 
they did. M. Rayneval certainly did not, at fetting out, tell 
the terms to which he finally agreed, but he communicated 
enough of the fituation and difpoution of.his court in regard to 
the general affairs of Europe, to put their ftneerity out of all 
queftion, and Rated himfelf, as both empowered and ready, to 
enter into the difeuflion of every circumftance that was de-r 
pending. It was painful to him to give any decided opinion as 
to the iincerity of minifters in their late communication ; there 
could be no greater reproach in public or in private life than 
that of infincerity, and he did not wonder at minifters feeling 
fore at being fufpe&ed of fo bafe a quality. At the fame time 
every man owed it the caufe of truth, and of his country, to 
declare the impreflion it made upon them; and he muft fay, 
that, putting himfelf in the place of the French, he would 
have formed the fame judgment they appeared to have done; 
which once admitted, fufficiently accounted for their anfwer, 
which manifeftly appeared for a variety of reafons a political 
one, very ably calculated to fecure the obedience and affetiions 
of the Low Countries, till their fate could be finally deter¬ 
mined ; and therefore not to be regarded as declaratory of ftifir 
teal difpofition. 

That there did indeed occur to him one way of proving in- 
difputably the fmcerity or infincerity of minifters, if they would 
he as open in regard to the negotiation which had palled 
through their hands, as he had juft been with regard to thofe 
in which he had been concerned; and they were now on all 
Tides equally become matters of hiftory; minifters had, as all 
their lordftiips knew, been concerned and fucceedcd in a ne¬ 
gotiation where the parties were ftill if pofllble more hcftile 
than even /ranee and England at this time, and more difficult, 
becaufe in one inftance the French government had been 
changed; in the other, the parties between whom fuch violent 

K " tality had fubftfted, were ftill identically the fame. Their 
ips muft readily perceive that he alluded to the coalition 
which had lately taken place between a noble duke and hfa 
friends and the miniftry; the union being now comp)eat, tjiefe 
could be no harm i.n cufcovering the forms (for nothing jqqge 
was dchted 1 which were made ufe of to bring about Inch, 34 
happy event. What fort of a negotiation, he did not mean 
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to afk unfair or impertinent queftions, was carried on When 
a noble fecretary of ftate joined miniftry and lent his fupport 
to their profecution of the prefent war? Would the noble 
fecretary of ftate declare whether the negociation was com* 
menced by four or five formal, dry, and haughty propofitions 
from the minifter, would the noble duke upon his part declare 
whether he refufed to receive them except at the Whig-club, 
where he would be found to be one, if not the centre column of 
the revolution,furrounded by its beft friends, and did he confult 
his allies upon the nature of the propofitions,and upon the anfwer 
he fhould make for the good of the common caufe ? In fhort 
did the noble duke at the head of the Whig-club, fay “ pro- 
pofe your terms to my allies, and I may liften to them. Alone, 

I cannot hear of overtures.” If this was the manner in which 
things palled, he fhould not have the fmallcft doubt about ac¬ 
knowledging the fincerity of minifters in the overture made 
by Mr. W. if on the other hand, fome undlious perfon had been 
found to open a communication and had been inftrudfced to 
urge the refpeft which each party entertained at bottom for the 
other ; to entreat them to forget all hafty expreflions, m fa* 
crifice forms and punctilio to the pubi c good, with which 
places and emoluments could never be Aifpcdled to interfere; 
and the coalition had been accompiiihed in confequence of 
fome fuch negociation, he was forry to be obliged to decide 
on the fide of the infincerity of the ftep which had been taken 
at Bade. Upon the whole he did not pretend to enter into a 
difeuffion of every part of the motion by the noble earl; great 
Jnjuftice had been done to it in that refpeff, that of regarding 
it as a motion for the removal of his majefty’s minifters, fince 
it was exprefsly confined to a change of meafures and that a 
change of minifters was not fu much as mentioned in any part 
of it. It was, however, the marquis declared, f'ufficient for 
him, that it went to the great point of peace; as to any other 
parts of it, any noble lord who difapproved them was at liberty 
to move for their omiflion, to which for his part he fhould make 
110 objection ; but that he always had fince the commence¬ 
ment of the war, and always fhould remain till the conclulion 
of it, an advocate to the utmoft extent of his power for any 
propofition, coming from any quarter, much more from fo re-* 
fpe&able as that of the noble eail, conducive to the great end 
of peace . 

Lord Mulgrave with great neafnefs and precifion of argu¬ 
ment recapitulated and difcuilcdali the circumftances that had 
been ftated in proof of the impoffibility of making peace con¬ 
fidently with the interefts of this country, or our faith to* 
Vol. IV, 1796. 3 N wards 
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wards our allies. His lordfhip faid, however defirous of 
peace, he felt in common with other noble lords, he confider- 
ed peace as impoflible while the Auftrian Netherlands remain¬ 
ed in the power of France, and when the French were ma¬ 
ilers of the coaft from the Bay of Bifcay to Hamburgh, and of 
4 he navigation of the Rhine. 

The Earl of Lauderdale obferved, that it had been repeat¬ 
edly declared by minifters that the prefent war was undertaken 
in order to effectuate two objedts; namely, to fupport our 
allies and to prefervc the conftitution. With what fuccefs, he 
would afk, had their endeavours for fuch purpofes been at¬ 
tended ? In re'peel to our allies, had they been benefited by 
the interference of this country? In la£t, what had we done 
for them ? Had Holland any reafon to thank us for the pro¬ 
tection we afforded her? Had we been able to preferve the 
exclufivc navigation of the Scheldt ? Had Auftria caufe to exult 
in the connection ? Let their lordfhips look to the fituation of 
the king ol Sardinia. Was that monarch in a better ftate than 
that in which wc found him at the commencement of our ruin¬ 
ous cboftilities with the French republic? At that period, it 
was true, he had lultaincd the lofs of Savoy ; but he had been 
deprived of no othc* portion of his dominio >s; different, in¬ 
deed, was his prefent condition !—Such had been the benefits, 
fuch the blelling', which minifters had continued to bellow 
upon our Allies ! 

With refpect to the other objefl for which the war had been 
undertaken, how flood that queftion ? It had been faid, that 
the war had checked the promulgation of principles dangerous 
to the conftitution and prevented the operations of thofe who 
were hoftilc to it. Notwithllanding this aflertion, however, 
fince its commencement, innovations had moft undoubtedly 
been made upon the conftitution, and fuch innovations as be¬ 
fore that period, no man in his fenfes could have dreamed of. 

On the fubjeCi of the late meflage from Mr. Wickham, 
and M. Barthelemi’s anfwer, his lotdilup obierved that the 
meifage in queftion had been of a nature too equivocal and 
diirefpectful not to create ftrong fuf pic ions in the minds of 
eveiy one who regarded tne tranfa&ion, of the fincerity of mi- 
niiUrs on the occafion. It had bee n faid, by a noble lord in 
adminiftrd'ion, th,.t the republic ftill evinced an enmity to 
kings and monarchical governments, by the omiflion they had 
made in their addreis to the ambaifador of Spain, to mention 
his mafter : i‘, however, minifters were defirous of drawing 
thconclufion of tnat foit, in how much greater a degree would 
it^apply to themfelvcs, inaltnuch as in the late preluded nego¬ 
tiation. 
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ciation, they had ftudioufly avoided to recognize the republic, 
or even to mention its name ? For his part, he believed mi- 
nifters never to have been ferious in a defire to negociate. 
But if they were fincere, the ignorance and imbecility they had 
difplaycd in their manner of conducing the bufinefs, rendered 
them fo obvioufly unfit for the fituations they held, fo grofsly 
incapable of doing the duties of their office, that he would 
venture to feledl, from the corner of the firft ftreet he came to, 
men who would conftitute as able a cabinet, as was formed 
by thofe, at prefenr, at the head of affairs. 

Lord Lauderdale adverted to the conduct of minifters to* 
wards Admiral Cornwallis. He expreffed his farrow and in¬ 
dignation at the treatment which that gallant admiral had re¬ 
cently experienced from the firft Lord of the Admiralty, in 
having been brought to a court martial on a charge of his not 
having obeyed certain orders contained in a letter from the 
noble lord in queftion. That court martial he regarded as 
capricioufly and unneceffarily held, and the acquittal of the 
admiral as a difgrace to the board of admiralty. The ciocum- 
ftance of the admiral’s flag being at prefent (truck, he conii- 
dered a difgrace to the country and a difeouragement to the gat- 
lant officers of the Britifh navy5 he hoped however, foon to 
fee it hoifted again, with all the honours due to that brave and 
experienced officer. 

His lordfhip then returned to the fubject more immediately 
before the houfe. With refpedt to the difpofition of minifters 
to negociate with the French republic, he repeated his di(belief 
of their finccrity, and ridiculed, in pointed terms, the idea of 
their having quietly abandoned their old ground of objection 
to negociate on the fcore of the rapid fucceflxon of rulers in 
that country and the inftability of its government, and having 
exprefled a defire to treat with a government of the duration of 
five months! The French had been accufcd of afting in a dic¬ 
tatorial and a tyrannous manner towards neutral and indepen¬ 
dant ftates * if, (which however he would by no means admit 
to be the cafe) chat accufation were founded in fail, our corre- 
fpondence with Tufcany and other neutral nations had been 
fuch as might have been expelled to have proceeded from the 
French republic. 

The prefident of the council had concluded his fpeech, with 
aneulogium on the humanity that thp country had difplayed in 
affording an afylum to the emigrants of the former government 
of France, and, he might have added, of the French republic, 
and his lordihip had particularly alluded to the prefent refi- 
dence.of fpmc of the princes of the houfe of Bourbon. In his 

2 N 2 mind, 
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minJ, however, little compliment could be paid to the country 
on its humanity in that inllance ; the rcfidence of thofe princes 
having been generally confidered as preferable only to a gaol. 
Here his lordfhip noticed the cafes of the unfortunate M. La- 
treth and M. La Fayette. He reprobated the difgraceful 
apathy with which minifters had regarded all application to 
meliorate thofe martyrs to the caufc of genuine freedom and 
well regulated government; and exprefled forrte degree of in¬ 
dignation, at the inhofpitable treatment which the former of 
thofe gentlemen had recently experienced in being peremptorily 
ordered to quit the kingdom, which he had vifited not merely 
to fereen pcrfccution, but to reftore to health a frame (hattered 
by a long and unjuftifiable confinement in the loathfome dun¬ 
geons of a prifon. 

The motion which had been made by his noble friend, his 
Iordlhip obferved, had been objected to on the ground of its 
too great length ; for the lengtn of the motion, however mi¬ 
nifters might thank themfelves. The motion was a long and 
a bla^k catalogue of their errors and abfurdities, and the mat¬ 
ters to which it pointed were too important in their nature to 
be abridged, and too numerous to be comprifed in a few words. 
For the reafons therefore which he had fubinitted to their lord- 
fliips, he fhould certainly give it his vote. 

The Lord Chancellor obferved, that the motion mu ft have 
been drawn up with the iJea and expectation thatno'gravc af- 
fembly .could poflibly entertain it. Jt had been juftly re¬ 
marked by a noble lord who fpoke early in the debate, that it 
amounted in fact to an addrefs for the difmi/Iion of his tnajefty’s 
minifters. The motion ftated thofe minilters to be incapable 
and incorrigibly obftinate j it, however, neverthelefs recom¬ 
mended it to his majeftyto diredt fuch obftinatc and incorrigible 
men to adopt a line of conduct different from that which they 
had hitherto purfued, in order Jpeedily to obtain a peace ho¬ 
nourable to the country, (and of courfe therefore fuch as 
every man defired) but which it confidered as being at a 
great di/lance ! A more palpable, a more paradoxical abfurdity 
than this could not be. If minifters were thofe incorrigibly 
obftinate men, that they were deferibed to be, the motion was 
obvioufly ridiculous; no recommendation of an alteration of 
meafutes could poflibly be liftened to by men of fuch difpo- 
fitiofts. It would, therefore, have anfwered the objedt of the 
party perhaps more cffedtually, and certainly have been more 
xohhftent with common fenfe, to have petitioned his majefty 
to-cHange fuch incapable artd incorrrigibly obftinate minilters. 

With regard to the war in which the country was engaged, 

in 
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in fpite of the obftinacy and incapacity of his majefty’s m\~ 
niftcrs, it had not been quite fo unfuccefsful as to the roa^n 
objects of advantage to us,-as it had been ftated. If our 
operations elfewhere had not entirely anfwered the hopes and 
wiflies of the nation, at fea we had reaped benefits that amply 
compenfated for any other deficiencies of fuctefs. We had 
taken from the French all their pofleffions of a colonial na¬ 
ture that it was in our power to attack ; their navy had been 
effectually crippled by us ; and it was agreed on by all 
parties that the refources of the country were far from being 
exhaufted ; in proof of the truth of that fa£t indeed, money 
had been borrowed by thofe incapable and obltinate minifters 
on terms lower and more advantageous than at any former 
period. His lordfhip made fome remarks upon what fell from 
the Marquis of Lanfdown refpeCiing our allies, which he feemed 
to confider as indicatory of lets regard to fidelity in engage¬ 
ments with them, than was juftifiable or even politick. 

The obftinacy of minifters in managing matters fo well, 
was fuch that his furprife at the defire manifefted by a 
noble Marquis of a change of men was not very grca\* One 
circumftance however, he coufeffed did create in his mind no 
fmall degree of aftonifbment; he was he owned confiderably 
4 irprifcd to find a charge made againft minifters of taxing the 
rich, and that too, on the curious ground, that taxing the rich 
was delufive and a mere evafion, for that it was in fact, taxing 
the poor, who in the end paiob every tax that was impofed. 
With refpeCt to the noble marquis’s obfervations on the fubjeA 
of taxation, he would not go into a difeuflion of them that 
night. He could not however but remark, that the theorem 
which the noble marquis had lain down in the courfe of his 
fpeech that evening, was a theorem to which irwas impof* 
fible for him to fubferibe. The fubjcCl of political economy, 
his lordfhip faid, was one to which he had paid fome degree of 
attention, and on which he had perufed the works of a variety 
of writers. Of thofe writers there were men of the molt 
aftute knowledge and coufeffed authority, who fo far from 
agreeing with the noble marquis in his propofuion that it was 
bad policy to impofe taxes which appeared immediately to fall 
upon the rich, Lut were ultimately paid by the people, that 
they held quite a different doCtrine. The idea in fa&, was 
merely a theory of the French economiftes\ plaufible indeed, 
but unfound, and unfupported by the opinions of thofe writers 
on finance, who were generally regarded as the higheft au~ 
thority on the fubjelt, and to whole fentiments he had been 
k accuftomed to pay the greatpft deference and refpcift. 

The 
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The noble marquis, his lordfhip obfcrved, had in a fanciful 
manner faid, that if a demon or evil fpirit had Lin a plan to 
extend the influence of French principles, it would have been by 
exciting other nations to engage in hoftilitics with that country. 
Had the noble marquis, however, been the miniftcr of that 
fpirit, had he been in the confidence of that demon and ac- 
euftomed to fuggeft its operations and obey its will, he would 
probably have confidcred feditious clubs and correfponding 
focieties to be a better means of effecting the end in view. 

His lordfhip concluded with obfcrving, that miniftcrs had 
from time to time ftated to the Houfe their conduct and mea- 
fur’es, and had repeatedly had the honour to receive the judg¬ 
ment of the Houfe in favour of that condu& and of thofe mea- 
fures. The motion however went to condemn that very con¬ 
duit and thofe very meafures to the propriety of which the 
Houfe had fo often aflcnted. Were their lordfhips therefore 
to adopt it, they would ait in a moft curious manner, they 
would in effeft, refund their own resolutions and pafs a vote 
of cenfure on themfelves. 

Tlie Marquis of Lanfdown in reply to the remarks which 
the Lord Chancellor had made upon what had fallen from him, 
faid that he did not rife with an intention to follow the noble 
lord on the woolfack through his long, ingenious, and very 
entertaining fpeech. It was natural for a man, who endea¬ 
voured to notice the different obfervations of a variety of per- 
fons, to obtain at laft no verf diftinft conception of his own 
ideas : thus it was, that the noWe and learned lord had made a 
free tranflation of the remarks of thofe, who had offered their 
fehtiments to the Houfe in the courfe of the evening, and in 
fome inftances, had attributed to one perfon, that which had 
been uttered by another. 

With refpefl to the allufion that had been made by a noble 
earl, to a late court martial, he had liftened to the handfome 
terms in which that noble earl had mentioned the admiral who 
bad been the objed of it, with infinite pleafurc ; he had how¬ 
ever felt alfo, a confiderable fhare of pain. He regretted that 
any allufion had been made to that event, becaufe, indepen- 
* dent of the averfion that he had ever entertained to any inter¬ 
ference between official authority, and the cafe of an indi¬ 
vidual, he had hoped, that on the fubjeft of the late trial, a 
perfect filence would have been preferved, as in that cafe, ad- 
triniftration would have had time to paufe, and their lord- 
ifiips and the country might have fecn the flag of that brave 
feimiral again flying. The marquis took occafion to beflow 
on the chtra&er of Admiral Cornwallis, the warmeft eulo- 

giums. 
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giums. The fkill and courage of the admiral, his lordfliip 
obfcrved, had been repeatedly proved and long fince efta- 
blifhed, and he was cowfefledlv regarded by every country in 
Europe, as one of the ableft feamen in the known world. A 
man of his tried talents and great nautical knowledge, was a 
property which his country could not too highly cftimate, and 
he trufted tnat, ere long, the advantage of his fervices would 
be felt and enjoyed by the nation, to which he did fo much 
honour. 

On the fubje& of fidelity to allies, his lordihip repeated it^ 
that though, undoubtedly, a certain degree of honour was to 
be obferved, in refpetl to our connexion with them, a coun¬ 
try nevcrthelefs was juftified in occafionally looking to her 
own fituation, and was not bound to facrifiee itfclf to engage** 
merits with any allies whatever. His lordfhip ended with de¬ 
claring that he fhould refpeit and honour thofe ministers, 
whoever they might happen to be, who ferioully fought the 
means of negociation and reftored to their country the blef- 
fings < f peace. 

Earl Spencer rofe in order to exculpate himfelf and thcJboard 
of admiralty from the cenfure with which their conduct had 
been treated. The noble earl he was perfuaded was not 
aware of the dangerous extent to which his obfervation might 
be carried, when he laid that the acquittal of admiral Corn¬ 
wallis was a difgrace to the board of admiialty; were every 
acquittal in that predicament, it would neceflarily become the 
intereft of the admiralty never to profecute, but incafts where 
their influence would command a verdift unfavourable to the 
objett whofe conduct was under examination. In the prote- 
cution of Admiral Cornwallis, his lordfhip declared, that he 
was actuated lolely by con ft derat ions of public duty; every 
private feeling was repugnant to any meafure which might 
poffibly affect the character of an officer whofe merit he was 
ready to acknowledge. 

In anfwer to the charge which had been made on the board, 
of ignorance of the motions of the enemy, and fupinenefs fince 
the firft of June 1794, he obferved that, rcfpe&ing the de- 
ftination of the Dutcn fleeet, newfpaper authority was not to 
be relied on, for though the public prints might be ignorant of 
their deftination, it did not neceflarily follow that the admiral¬ 
ty were fo likewife ; and as to the apparent fupinenefs of the 
board, naval vi&ories had. been more rare fince he had come 
into office, not bccaufe naval affairs were worfe conduced, 
but becanfe, previous to that period the French had been fo 
completely crippled, that they bad hitherto been in a'great de¬ 
gree 
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gree cither incapable of contending with our fleet, or defirous 
of avoiding it. 

Lord G rcnvillc in reply to feme remarks of Lord Lauderdale, 
/aid* a conduction had been put by a noble earl, on what had 
fallen from a noble friend of his (Lord Hawkcfbury) who had 
fpoken early the debate, which was by no means warranted by 
the obfervations of his noble friend. Had his noble friend, in 
his mention of the correspondence of M. Barthelemi and Mr. 
Wickham, made the remark which the noble earl had attri¬ 
buted to him, or in any degree detracted from the merit of 
Mr* Wickham, however unpleafant it would have been to 
have differed from his noble friend, he fhould certainly 
have felt himfelf under the ncccffity of fo doing, in that in- 
fiance. With refpedt to Mr. Wickham, he defired to bear 
teflimony to the great talents and acutencfs of that gentleman. 
It had been his good fortune to have recommended him to the 
more immediate notice of government, and he conceived that 
he had thereby done his country a valuable piece of Service. A 
more zealous, attentive, and able Servant, hismajeity had not 
in hi# employ, nor could the country boaft of. However 
high in character JVL Barthelemi miyht ftand, as a Subtle and 
an experienced negociuror, his loidfhip declared, that he would 
not Scruple to affirm, that Mr. Wickham was not in any way 
his inferior. To the merits of thu gentleman indeed, he felt 
it impoflihle to do juilice, hut he alio felt it ncceffary to ap¬ 
prise the IJoufe of the very little ground that cxiftcd, to war¬ 
rant the conclufion of the noble carl. 

His lordfhip touched upon Some other points that had been 
made the lubje&s of remark, and with relpcdl to the difeuffion 
of political matters in difputing Societies, obfei \ cd, that Schools 
of debate might, indeed, be ufeJ to \ery laudable and benefi¬ 
cial purpofes, but that they were alfo capable of being pervert¬ 
ed to purpoles of the moll dangerous nature, and rcprchcnfiblc 
tendency. 

The Duke of Bedford rofe amidft a very general cal! for the 
queftion, and in a lpcech of considerable length, blamed mini¬ 
fters for not having been Sufficiently explicit and open; he 
thought it was not evident, from the negotiation at Bafle, 
that minifters wilhed for peace, nor that the French direc¬ 
tory wilhed for a continuation of hoftilities. With refpedt to 
our rupture with France, he never had approved of the con- 
dud of government on the occafion ; the republic, he was 
ready to acknowledge had began hoftilities, but inftcad of try¬ 
ing to avert war, minifters had courted it by the haughty con- 
dud they had obferved. Minifters had talked at various 

per iods 
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periods in a very high tone, of the impoflibility and the dif- 
grace of treating with regicides j they had however either de¬ 
ceived that Houle, or they had a&ually propofed treating with 
thofe very regicides. 

His grace alluded in ftrong terms, to the Unhappy affair at 
Quiberon; he declared it to be his opinion, that with refpeft 
to the emigrants, this country fhould not have interfered at all 
about them •, but having fo done, they w’ere bound to proteft 
and affift, not harrafs and deftroy them. Was it therefore, 
he would alk, a circumftance for which thofe unfortunate peo¬ 
ple had much reafon to thank minifters in having facrificed 
them at Quiberon, in an expedition of the moft obvious iflue ? 

The duke concluded with obferving, that if the French 
republic, fighting againft a combination of defpots, became fo 
elated by the fuccels of her arms, that hurried on by an over¬ 
weening ambition, Ihe fhould dare to di&atc to other countries 
and attempt to interfere in their affairs in order to diminifh 
their independence, it would not be by the feeble fupport of 
their lordfhips’ votes in that Houfe in favour of every meafure 
of minifters, that the conftitution and the liberties of their 
country would be prefcrved. Should thofe proud repUbftcans, 
intoxicated by their victories, endeavour not to enflave the peo¬ 
ple of this country, for to flavery he was perfuadcd they never 
would fubmit, but-even to di&ate to them and controul their 
actions, he hoped and truftcd, that there exifted not a man in 
the country who would not with cagernefs and avidity, at the 
rifk not merely of his property, but at the hazard of his life, 
oppofe the progrefs of their arms and crufh their tyranny and 
preemption. For himfelf, were the evil to come to that pafs, 
rather than fubmit to their power, he would die in the Jaft 
ditch. 

Lord Hawke/bury faid a few words in a low voice," when the 
queftion was put. 
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Whitby Harbour, National Debt, Lottery, and Lime Bills, 
were read a third time and palled. 

The Houfe, in a committee, went through the? Bill for 
granting colts in perfections for mifdemeanors. The report 
was received, and the Bill read a third time and palled. 

WINE DUTY BILL. 

The order of the day for the third reading of the Wine 
Duty Bill being read, 

Air. Sheridan laid, he had not altered his opinion as to the 
principle of the Bill; he was averfe to taking the itock m 
hand, but as to what he had advanced refpe&ing the taking 
the flock of private ptrfons, upon mature deliberation, he had 
adopted a different opinion, he thought it would be attended 
with great difficulty, by making fervants a fort of (pies upon 
their mafters. He propofed that all wine imported to the end 
of July fliould be confidered as flock, and the additional duty 
paid by inftalments. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed to the propofition., 
and hoped the honourable gentleman was prepared with a rider; 
but k r he were not, he would take the trouble ofF his hands, 
and defer the third reading till to-morrow. 

Mr. Sheridan allowed that he was taken by furprife, in find¬ 
ing his refolution adopted, as nothing was more unufual, and 
he faid he was not prepared. 

Mr. Grey mentioned what he had before dated, concerning 
the collection of the additional duties by the excife officers, 
without an order from the treafury, with the additional in- 
ftance of duties upon fome wine belonging to Mr. Hayward, 
of Fenchurch-ftrect, hoping it would be inquired into. 

Mr. Francis wifhed the tax to be laid on bottles \ he argued 
that it would operate better for the revenue, as well as the 
public, who would have better meafure. 

Ordered to be read a third time next day. 

QUAKERS* BILL. 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to refolve it- 
felf in a committee, 

Mr. Francis objefted to the Bill on account of the Quakers, 
who were willing to obey the laws fiom which the Bills went 
to relieve them, being prevented from fo doing by the penalties 
impofed by their internal regulations, which with refpeCfc to 
the paying of tythes, confided of excommunication. 

Mr. Serjeynt Adair replied, and a converfation between fe- 
veral members took place, which was interrupted by 
, The Speaker , who obferved that as there was notice of a mo¬ 
tion before the Houfe^ it fhould precede any other difeuffion. He 

thought 
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thought the Bill was to have gone through the committee with¬ 
out any further obfervations. 

In confluence of the Speaker’s intimation, the confidera- 
tion of the Bill was poltponed till next day. 

MOTION FOR A CHANGE OF SYSTEM. 

Mr. Fox addrefled the Houfe to the following effeft.— 4< It 
having fallen to my lot, Mr. Speaker, both at the commence¬ 
ment, and in the courfe of the war, to trouble the Houfe with 
feveral motions which have not been honoured with their con¬ 
currence, and having laft feflion propofed an inquiry into the 
ftate of the nation, to which the Hnufe of Commons did not 
think proper to afient, it may thought by fome, perhaps, to 
be rather prefumptuous in me, again to call their attention to 
the famefubjed; and I confefa that if there had not fome 
events happened during the laft year, rather fingular in their 
nature, I lhouM have acquiefced in the former decifions of the 
Houfe, after having entered my folemn proteft againft the plans 
that were adopted, and avowed my ftrong and complete difap- 
probation of the whole fv ftem of meafures that has been purfued. 
There certainly, however, have happened, during the laft fear, 
fomeevents, which mud,in no inconfideiabledegree,have tend¬ 
ed to alter the fentiments of thofe with whom 1 had the misfor¬ 
tune to diifer, as well as to ftrengthen and confirm the former 
opinions of thofe with whom I have the hon/ur to agree. The 
event of greateft importance, and to which I particularly allude, 
is the negotiation at Bade, and the com nunications which 
minifters have made of it to the ainbafTadors of foreign courts 
refident here. As I fhall have occafion to comment upon this 
tranfaction more fully afterwards, I fhall only fa\ at prefent, that 
notwithftanding all the applaufes that have been beftowed upon 
it, the refult cannot fail to draw the attention of every think¬ 
ing man to the prefent pofture of public affairs; it muft call 
the attention of every man who is not determined to a£l blind¬ 
ly (a defer!ption of people of which I hope there are none in 
this Houfe) to the the fituation of the country, and that line 
of conduct which government ought to follow. Whether 
minifteis have a&cd wifely or not, (no matter which for our 
prefent purpofe) we have learned this fa£i, that we have no 
immediate profpe£t of peace. It fignifies not whether it may 
have arifen from the unreafonable demands of the enemy, or 
the njifmanagement of his majefty’s minifters, but of this we 
are ascertained, that* we have no profpedt of peace (an event 
much to be lamented, but more efpccially in the prefent cir- 
cumftanc$s of the country)} and that it is not in the power of 
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thofe who are entrufted with the adminiftration of public 
affairs to obtain terms from the enemy, which they can dare 
to offer to the nation. Whatever may be our opinions upon 
the caufes which have led to this fituation, we muft all be' 
agreed upon the effeft; and none I prefume, will difpute that 
our fituation is worfe than when, whether by conqueft or 
conceflion, we had a profpedi of a ncar-approaching peace. 

<c Having flated this point, upon which there can be no 
difference of opinion, I ihallgo into a detail of thofe circum- 
ftances, which, in my mind, have reduced us to the fituation 
in which we are now placed, I know the language which 
has been held by the executive government on former occafions 
pf a fimJar nature, and the language which may be ufed by 
the executive government on the prefent, (becaufe it is its 
intcreft to ufe it,) viz. that it is not our bufinefs to inquire 
into the caufes of the evil, but to difeover and apply the beft 
mode of remedy. This has always been their artful addrefs 
both to the parliament and to the people ; but in my mind it 
is a mod finifter and ineffedual mode of reafoning $ fo long 
as experience is the beft guide to man in all his affair*, fo long 
Ihall I continue of opinion that the true mode of getting out of 
any difficulty in which we are involved, is by reviewing the 
caufes, the errors, or the accidents by which we were involved 
in it, and fioin thefc forming our plans for our deliverance. 
The corollary of this propofition is, that we ought to retrace 
the fteps we have taken in the prefent war, to examine the 
foundations of our conduct, and to fee whether much of its 
fatality, is not to be aferibed to our own fyftcm. If the houfe 
will make this examination with impartiality, not with minds 
warped by prejudice, they will not fail to difeharge a moft im¬ 
portant duty to their country, and they will be warranted by 
the experience of all paft times in purfuing this courfe, 

I (hall, therefore, rather look retrofpedlively than profpe&ively, 
and in my retrofpedlivc view I fhail not go fan her back than 
the American war. Moft members in the Houle will re¬ 
collect the calamities and misfortunes which befel us in that 
Conte ft, and alfo the terms of peace which in the end we were 
conft rained to make ; terms which I (hall not argue at prefent, 
whether it was or was not for the advantage of the country toi 
accept, in the circumftances in which it was then placed. 
Many will alfo recollcdt the difeuffions which took place in « 
the courfe of the war, and the conftant argument which on all 
occafions was prefled from the miniflerial fide of the Houfe, 
that we ought not to look retrofpedlivdy, but profpedtivejy ^ 
that when the Houfe was on fire, the queltion was, not how the 
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fire was kindled, but how it could be {boned and mod effec¬ 
tually extinguiflied. The argument which we oppofed to 
that was one founded upon l’olid principles, and one which 
the Houfe liticncd to at laft; that a confideratiou of pad er¬ 
rors would lead to future amendment; and that a change of 
meafures might lead to a change of circumftances ; and I ap¬ 
peal to fa£t, if the truth of this argument was not confirmed 
by experience, As long as we declined going into a retro* 
fpe&ive inquiry* the war lafted, and mi fortune followed mis¬ 
fortune ; from the moment that the rfoufe adopted a refciution 
to inquire into its pad error?, meafures weie put into a train 
by which peace was happily obtained, and the national pro- 
fperity reftored. 

14 Before we go into particular inquiries, let us examine 
whether erroneous maxims of policy have been adopted* and 
whether the principles which have been aeled upon are not 
fundamentally wrong. An argument has been ufed by an an¬ 
cient orator, the greatefl orator that perhaps the woild ever 
law, which, in my opinion, is not inapplicable to the prefent 
fituation of this country. Demodhenes ufes this brilliant, 
and in my opinion, no lefs folid than brilliant argument, in 
the introduction to one his nobled orations* When fpeaking 
of the conduct and fate of the Athenians, he compared their ca¬ 
lamities with the mifmnnagement of their rulcts, and contended 
that this mifmanagemenl, fo far from being a caufe of defpair, 
was a ground of hope; if, laid he, they had fallen into thefe 
misfortunes, by the couric of natural and irremediable caufes, 
then indeed ih^rc would be reafon for defpair; if, on the con¬ 
trary, they arc the fruits of folly and milconJudt, it may be 
poflible, by wifdom and piudcncc, to repair the evil. In the 
lame manner l wtuld argue on the prefent occafion. Had 
we not fallen into our prefent fituation from plans'ill- formed 
and worle executed? if every minifler had been wife, and 
every general brave, then, indeed, our ftate would have been 
truly deplorable.—liut it our policy has been erroneous, and 
our meafures ill-condudltd, we may ftill entertain f>me hope, 
becaufe our errors may be corrected, and the Ioffes from our 
mifconducl retrieved. I have often had occalion to urge this 
argument, and I know it has been laid in reply, that the ar¬ 
gument is good whe n carried to an extreme ; but that the na¬ 
tural imperfection common to every man renders it inconclu*- 
five in any other cafe. VV'hen, however, the mifeouduft was 
of fuch a natate, as to be capable pf being remedied, when 
the milmanagemerit was luch as ought to be avoided, it {hew¬ 
ed that the argument was true in a degree, as well as true in 
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the extreme. This I Hate as a motive againft delpair j and I 
contend, that upon the face of the thing, when we compare 
the fituation to which we are now reduced, with that which 
we held four years ago, there is ground for preemption, 
that the change in a great meafure has been owing to errors in 
the conduct of thofe who have had the management of public 
affairs. In a furvey of the paft, the period to which we are 
naturally apt to recur, is the period of the commencement of 
the war. If we could confidcr in one debate, every particu¬ 
lar of the external and internal fituation of the country, and 
more efpecially the means which have been employed for the 
prefervation of its conftitution, we might go farther back: 
but this would involve a detail too extenfive for thedifeuflion 
of a fingle night, a field too large for the capacity of any indi¬ 
vidual fpeaker. 

« I {hall confine myfelf then to the examination of the 
war from its origin to the prefent day, and I {hall begin with 
the opening of the budget in 1792, when a moft brilliant dif- 
play of the fituation of the country was given by the minifter, 
without alluding to any prior or fubf quent ftatement. I take 
that day becaufe it was a day on whic.i his ftatement was more 
to his own fatisfa&ion, and more to the fatisfaClion of the 
Houfe than at any other period. In the year 1792, then three 
years after the French revolution, the miniffer came forward 
with his boafted and triumphant description of the {fate of the 
count'-v, of the profperity of our commerce, of the improve¬ 
ment of our manufactures, of the vaftnefs of our revenue, and 
the profpefl of permanent peace. He then admitted that 
fifteen years peace was perhaps rather too much to expeCt, but 
he laid that we had as rational hopes of the continuance of 
tranquillity as ever had exifted in the hiftory of modern times. 
Then full two years and a half (I wifh to fpeak within com- 
pafs) after the firft revolution in France, after the National 
Aflcmbly had compelled the King to come to Paris, which 
was faid to be his gaol, after the National Afiembly had anni¬ 
hilated the titles, and deftroyed the feudal tenures of the nobi¬ 
lity f after the National Afiembly had confifcated the lands 
belonging to the church, bsniftied part of the clergy, and com¬ 
pelled thofe who remained to take an oath contrary, in many 
inftances, to the dilates of their confidence: then, I fay, 
this profpect of fifteen years peace was held out to the coun¬ 
try. It was after that the King of France had been made, as 
was faid at the time, to ftand in a fplendid pillory, and even 
two years after the flight of that unfortunate monarch, that 
this expectation of lafting tranquility was railed. So that I am 
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entitled to conclude, that in the opinion of the King’s mini* 
licrs, the annihilation of the titles of the nobility, and the 
degradation of the order, the exile of the clergy, and the con¬ 
fiscation of the lands of the church ; that the uivafion of the 
royal prerogative, and the infults offered to the fovereign, de¬ 
ferred as they date were by their friends, by pillory and im- 
prifonment, (temis which I now repeat, not with any view of 
courting the argument, or the favour, of thofe who employed 
them, but merely to fliew the lights in which thefe events 
were confidered at the time) not only fo little interfered with 
the fyftem of neutrality which they had adopted, but were 
fo little conne&ed with the interefts of the country, as not to 
damp the profpe&of peace, or even to render the duration of 
tranquillity for fifteen years very uncertain. I fo far agree, 
therefore, with the opinion of minifters, that inftead of the 
country being in danger from the French revolution, there 
were no circumftances attending it, which rendered the conti¬ 
nuance of peace more uncertain than it was before it happened. 

It may be faid, that if we attend to dates, we (hall find that at 
that time France was profeffing pacific views abroad. J^have 
fo often feen thefe profeffions made by the mod ambitious 
powers, in the very moment when they were thirfting molt 
for aggrandizement, that I have little faith to repofc in them, 
fo little, indeed, that I cannot believe that the pacific views of 
minifters were founded upon thefe profeffions which were made 
by the French ; but at that very time France was either en¬ 
gaged in a&ual hoftilities with Auftria, or on the point of 
commencing hoftilities. War was either begun, or there was 
a moral certainty that it would take place. 

44 Without flopping to difeufs a point (on which, however, 

I Have no difficulty in my own mind) whether Auftria or 
France was the aggreflbr, it was Efficient that minifters knew at 
the time, that an aggieffion had been made on the part of one 
of thofe powers. And notwithftanding the defeats which at¬ 
tended the French arms at the outfet, it was the general opi¬ 
nion that the Auftrian territory was defencelefs, and that it 
would foon be over-run by the enemy’s army. Eyen then a 
fifteen years peace was talked of. I muft here ftate a fa&, 
which certainly is not officially confirmed, but which refts upon 
the general belief of Europe, that before hoftilities commenced 
between Auftria and France, an infinuation, or rather a com¬ 
munication, was made by England to the latter power, that 
they made any aggreffion upon the territories of Holland, 
which at that time was our ally, we Qiould be obliged to break 
the neutrality that we had obferved, and interfere in the con- 
teft. This indTage has been differently interpreted. Some 
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have put jjpon it the interpretation, which I think, upon, the 
whole, is the fair one, that it was our policy to take all pru¬ 
dent means of avoiding any part in the war. Others, I know, 
have put upon it a more invidious conftru&ion, and infinuated 
•that our meaning was neither more nor lets than this, fpeaking 
to the French, “ Do what you will with thsAuftrian Nether¬ 
lands, provided you do not touch our ally^that is the limit 
which we fix for our neutrality.” 1 ftate this to (hew that at 
that time minifters did not forefee any probable event which 
might occafion a rupture between this country and France. 
That this alfo was the general opinion of the Houfe in fpring, 
1792, I need not fpend time in convincing them. I (hall, 
however, barely mention a circumftancc of a financial nature, 
which happened near the dofe of the feffion, and which proves 
the fa& beyond difpute. 1 mean the meafure of funding 
the 4 per cents . 

“ At that time the three per cents . confols had rifen to 95, 
96, and even 97, and it was the opinion of the right honour¬ 
able gentleman, I will not fay with what judgment, that they 
woi^d rife to par; with this convi&ion, with a view of a 
probable faving, he had loft the opportunity of a certain faving 
of 240,000!. a thing of luch magnitude as to prove to the Houfe 
that at that time the right honourable gentleman had no ex¬ 
pectation that the peace was likely to be difturbed, fince it in¬ 
duced him to forego the great good that was in his power, in 
the hope of the fmall and trifling addition that might have ac¬ 
crued on the event of the three per cents, riling to par. I 
mention this as a fadt fubfidiary to the declaration which the 
minifter made at the commencement of that feffion, and which 
proved that, to me end of it, he continued to entcitain the 
fame confidence of peace. Thus ended the feffion 1792. In 
the courfe of the fumrncr vacation of that year, events hap¬ 
pened in France of a very remarkable nature: the 10th of 
Auguft put an end to the monarchy of the country, and fub- 
ftituted a republic in its (lead. I do not mean to detain the 
Houfe by any comments on that difgraceful event. That it 
was an act of monftrous injuftice all men are agreed ; but I 
am now fpeaking as an Englifh legiflator, and in that cha¬ 
racter i muft fay that it was an event with which England had 
nothing to do. The words monarchy and republic are words 
well calculated to aiTemble men under ftandards ; to inflame 
their zeal, to aroufe their paffions, and to deluge countries 
with blood. They have done fo in all ages, and in all coun- 
tries ; but in the prefent difeuffion we certainly have nothing 
to do with the event. It belonged to France, and to France 
. ' only* 


/ 
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only. What happened on the 10th of Auguft made not the 
ilighteft difference in the relation between France and Eng¬ 
land. All the great events that could be fuppofed to have in¬ 
fluence by example upon the confutation of England had hap¬ 
pened before this event. The nobility had been deftroyed, the 
clergy erafed, equality eftabliffied, and thofj which we call Ja¬ 
cobin principles were in full force prior to this event: unlefs 
then it is meant to fay that there is fomething fo facred in 
the very name of king, as even to contain a charm, when the 
authority is extinft, fufficient to counterbalance all the effeits 
of this Jacobinifm, it cannot be faid that the /oth of Auguft 
made fuch an alteration as toftrike terror to England. I ap¬ 
peal to thofc who are the moft attached to monarchy, if they 
think that fuch a monarchy could have fufficient influence over 
the Jacobin principles, as to take from them all their virulence, 
and neutralize their poifon ? I contend, that if the principles 
eftablifhed before the revolution of the 10th of Auguft were 
calculated to give our minifters confidence in the continu¬ 
ance of tranquility, the change of that day could not deftroy 
fuch confidence. The deftruftion of the monarchy of Frr«ice i 

a 

Can gentlemen forbear to look back to what has been the con¬ 
duct of the monarchy ? It is not in my nature to treat with fe- 
verity the memory of the unfortunate, but, as an Englifhman, 
can I forget not merely the prejudices of my country, but its 
hlftory ? No man who thinks that the former wars of this 
country againft France wt*re juft and neceflary, can refufc to 
fay that they were provoked by the reftlefs ambition and the in- 
fidious intrigues of the Houfe of Bourbon* I cannot forget 
that our public debt and our national burdens have all been in¬ 
curred by the inceflant fyftem of the monarchy of France. 
Can it then be faid, that the overthrow of that monarchy 
was either a caufc of alarm or a fyrnptom of danger to Great 
Britain ? 

cc Before however, I quit this part of the fubjeft and left I 
(hould be thought by fome to approve more of the condudt of 
minifters than 1 really do, 1 find it neccffary to fay a few words 
in explanation. I approve of their fentiments expreffed in 
1792, in as far as they thought that the French revolution 
did not afford a fufficient caufc for this country involving itfelf 
in a war, and I approve of their condudf, in as far as it went 
upon a determination to abide by an invariable line of neutrality 
if univerfal tranquility could not be preferved. I differ, how¬ 
ever, with them upon the means of preserving this neutrality. 
I think there was a time before the war broke out with Auftria, 
which prefentedan opLo:tunity for this country toexercife the 
Voi. IV. 1796. $ V great 
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great and dignified office of a mediator, which would not only 
have been highly honourable to itfelf, and beneficial to Europe, 
but an office which it was in fome meafurc called upon to un¬ 
dertake by the events of the preceding year. The event to 
which I particularly refer was the treaty of Pilnitz, by which 
Ruffia and Pruffia avowed their intention of interfering in the 
internaJ affairs of France, if they ihould be fupported by the 
other powers of Furopc, which certainly was to all intents and 
purpofes an aggrtffion againft France. The circumftances 
of the tranfaftion, ftill more ftrongly than the tranfaftion it- 
fclf, pointed out the propriety of this mediation on the part 
of Great Britain. This treaty, I really believe, was never 
intended to be acted upon ; a circumftance which certainly 
does not leflen the aggreffion, much lefs the infult which it 
carried to France. The Emperor at that time was impor¬ 
tuned by the emigrant nobility and clergy to interfere in the 
domeft.c affairs in France. We muft be juft in our criticifm 
upon meafures, and to be fo, it is fit that we Ihould put the 
queftion home to ourfdves. If any two nations (hould form a 
treaty in which they declared their intention to meddle with 
the internal concerns of Great Britain, {hould we not confidcr 
it as an unjuftifiable outrage and an aggreffion ? Why then 
Ihould wc refufe to the French the lame fpirit cf indepen¬ 
dence, the fame quickncfs of fenfibility, the fame dignity of 
character as we claimed for ourftlvcs ? The principle of this 
treaty of Pilnitz, bad undergone much difeuffion; but the hif- 
tory of the circumftances with which it was accompanied 
have not been canvaficd. It was thofe circumftances that in¬ 
duced him to believe that Great Britain might have mediated 
with honour and fuccefs. I confidcr the treaty of Pilnitz, as 
an aft of aggreffion, but in my opinion it was a menace, which 
the parties thcmfelves did not intend to carry into effeft. 
This did not diminifh the infult, nor make the indignity the 
lefs j but this fact, which was well underltood by ftatefmen? 
opened the door for negotiation from which Great Britain 
might have profited, and have gained immortal honour, as 
well as immeafurable advantage, by preferving the peace of 
Europe. The faft was, that the principal courts were fo 
iituated at the time, that no one or two of them could aft but 
by general content. Aufiria could not aft without the con- 
fent of Ruffia, nor either of them without that of Pruffia, and 
Pruffia did not wifti to hazard the f;tc of fuch an enterprise. 
When thofe powers were in this ftate cf uncertainty, that 
was the very, moment for England to become a mediator ; 
and if this country had at that time propofed fair terms of ac¬ 
commodation; 
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commodation to the parties, the matter might have been 
compromifed, and the peace of Europe preferred, at leaft for 
fome time, for God knows the period of peace is at all times 
uncertain. If EngJahd had then come forward as a med ator, 
the queftions to be agitated would have related folely to Lor¬ 
raine and Alfacc, and is there any man that believes, laying 
afide the internal affairs of France altogether, that under the 
impartial mediation of this country, all the difficulties refpect- 
ing the tenures of the nobility, and the right of the chapters 
in thofe two provinces, might not have been eafily fettled to 
the fatisfaction of the difputants? 1 cannot conceive that mi¬ 
niIters, by directing their lchcrr.e?, and adopting the meafures 
w hich they have purfticd, could be influenced by the depraved 
2nd truly impolitic idea, of feeling fatisfaflion at beholding the 
growing feeds of diftord, under the idea that this country 
would flourifh, whil'd: the other powers of Europe were ex- 
haufting themfelvcs in contention and war. Neutrality I ad¬ 
mit to be better than to have a part in the conteft ; but to a 
nation like Great Britain, whnfe profperity depended upon 
her commace, the general tranquility of Europe is*a far 
greater bieiflng (and thus it fortunately happens that the 
inrercfts of humanity and the interefls of {fates are infe- 
parably united ) th4.11 any partial neutrality which it could 
prefer ve. 1 hope, therefore, tint it was upon no fuch conq 
trailed views, that miniiters declined the orncc of mediators 
at the period to which 1 allude. One would think, however, 
that after refuting fuch interference, they would have been 
the ialt men in the world to intermeddle with the internal go¬ 
vernment of another country. 

u Having proved that the event of the joth of Auguft 
made no difference in our relative fltuation, 1 truft it is not 
neceffarv fer me to refer to the horrible feenes that were dif- 
clofed in France, in the month of September; 1 merely men¬ 
tion them that it may not be faid that 1 wifhed to puls them 
over in filencc, or without exprefling thoie feelings whi*. h in 
common with all mankind I experienced, on hearing of atro¬ 
cities which have excited the indignation tf Europe, and 
which have been accompanied with the groanings 01 humanity. 
However monftrous they have been, they Item notwitli- 
fhinding to have no relation to the prefect quelHon, they have 
no fmall refemblance, at the fame time, to the maffacr.s in 
Paris in former periods; maffacres in which Great Britain 
was much more nearly affedted, than by the events of the 
month of September, 1792, in which the ncverthelef* did nor 
interfere 5 a conduft, tha piopriety of which it tell to the pro¬ 
vince of the hiflorian to dilculs j and to hUtorians alone muft 

the 
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the muffifcre of September 1792 be alfo left; for though in¬ 
dividual membeis had thought them a fit topic with which to 
inflame the rage of mankind* tninifters had never contended 
that they were a legitimate caufe of war, 

44 We come next to that important event the fuccefsfu! inva- 
fienof the French upon the Auftrian Netherlands, under Ge¬ 
neral Dumourier. How far it would have been wife in this 
country to have permitted France to remain-in pofleffion of 
this key to Holland, I am not going to argue. But what hap¬ 
pened in O&ober was apprehended in April; and if it is once 
admitted as a principle, that it would have been impoffible in 
this country to have allowed to France the quiet pofleffion of 
this territory, would it not have been wife in this country 
to have prevented the invafion, by a mediation between the 
two powers ? Perhaps, it may be faid, that they trufted that 
the areat military power of Auftria would be able, if not to 
refift the invafion in the firft inflame, at lead to compel them 
to retire. If this was the policy with which they adled, it 
certainly w^s a policy more than ordinarily (hallow. It would 
have teen perhaps in this, as in every inftance of a fimilar 
nature more wife, to adopt a rtfolutinn at the outfet, and to 
ail upon it with uniformity, firmneis, and confiftcncy. Sup- 
' pnfmg France to be fuccefsfu!, did tou expe£l to flrike in at 
the end of the war, and fpcak. to France a* you did in the cafe 
of Kuflia and the Pont, when you vauntingly fjicFto Ruffia, 
you (hull not keep Ockzakow as an indemnity for theexpences 
of the war ? What was the confluence, however, when you 
came forward in this arro;;ant and imperious tone ? You was 
not feconded by the country j you weie condemned, as af- 
fuming haughty and unwarrantable pretcnliohs, by every im¬ 
partial man in Europe ; and in the end you were obliged to 
f?nd a minifler to Peteriburgh to recant, retradl, and to(hrink 
from every riling that you had (aid. Had you purfued the 
fame conduct in refpeft to France, you would have been re¬ 
duced to the fame dilemma. The more the aggrandifement 
of France was to be dreaded, the ft rouge r motives we had to 
have cxcrcifed the office of a mediator before the war com¬ 
menced. Shortly afterwards Lord Gower was recalled from 
Paris, a circumftance which I always lamented, becaufe every 
nvans of conciliation and of explanation was thereby taken 
from us j in cafe of any mifunderftanding that might arife, 
wp were left to the chance of having it inflamed and exag- 
gcratcd > and confequently wc were daily expofed to the dan¬ 
gers of a quart el. Monfieur Chauvclin was permitted to con¬ 
tinue in this country indeed, but in a dubious chara&er, and 

not 
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not treated in a way to favour conciliation, and this brings me 
to the immediate caufes of the war. 

<c Thefe have generally been reduced to three: firft, thet 
way in which certain individuals belonging to the Correfpoud- 
ing Society in this country were received by die government 
of France. Secondly, the decree of the 19th of November. 
And, thirdly, the claims which were fet up againft the mono*. 
poly heid by the Dutch of the navigation of the Scheldt. 
The firft appears to me to be fo infignificant as not to be woahy 
of a ferious anfwer. In order to give it fhape, in order to 
give it form, in order to make it fit for being pat down on 
paper, you mud begin with afluming that there was a govern¬ 
ment in France to whom you might compkvn, and from 
whom you might demand redrds. But was there ever any 
complaint made, or any diflatis faction ttated. RdpeCtmg the 
decree of the 19th of November, did you ever complain of it, 
did you ever demand that it (hould be either revoked or ex¬ 
plained ? This is a ciicuniftance fo intimately connected 
with the exigence of government, that I know not how to fe~ 
parate them. You r-fu ( ed to ic cognize the government of 
France, and Irom that moment ail the means of conciliation 
and explanation were at an end. Things were then brought 
to the ultima rath for the moment that you cut oft* all 

means of explanation, by recalling Lord Gower, you virtually 
made a declaration of war. But though you aiiogantly and 
unwifely refined to recognize the government of France, you 
allowed M. Chauvelin to remain here, and frdm the papers 
which palled between him and the king’s mimfters at the tune, 
the French item to have fiievvn a thong difpofi'ion to ' *p'a:n 
that decree. Why then, it will be afked, did they not explain 
it ? Bccaufe they did not know what explanation wound l>e 
iatisfa&ory. But it is admitted by all the wuteison the laws 
of nations that 1 have read, that an mfult, an outrage, oi even 
anaggrtflion, is not luilicicnt or legitimate caufe of war, till 
an explanation, or redrds, is demanded and refilled, and that 
the party who refufs an opportunity of explanation to cue 
other, is the aggreilbr. This opportunity, however, was 
denied to the French, and upon thefe principles England-was 
the aggrelior. Upon the opening of the Scheldt, it was not 
neceiiary to petition Fiance for peace. Is there any mail 
who does not believe, that if a negotiation had then been 
opened, that mattess might not have been arranged to the 
mutual fatisfa&ion of the jarties? Tins was even admitted 
by the Houfe. for what was the favourite argument at the 
time ? England ib the kill power in Euiupc ujoii whom they 

would 
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would make war $ but after devouring the reft of Europe* 
they will fvvallow you up at laft. Upon this part of the ar¬ 
gument I am a good deal relieved by fubfequent events. And 
here I am f.»riy to allude to the opinions of a gentleman 
fMr. Burke,) who is no longer a member of this Houfe, 
but from the pari nc took in the politics of the country at the 
time, and the eff’edt which his eloquence has produced, 1 find 
it impoflibl? to fpeak of the hiftory of the times, without fay¬ 
ing fi>methin<* on the do&riues and ientiments of that able 
and lefpcclablc man. In a molt able petfomiance, he has 
chaimed all the world with the biilhancy of his genius, de¬ 
lighted the country with the charms of ms eloquence, and in 

: j went to produce this effect, pLngcd the 
\e caLmiihs consequent upon the war. I 
admire the genius of the man, and I admit the confiftency, 
integrity, and ufcfulnefs of his long public life; I cannot how¬ 
ever bjt lament th*: ins :a!cms when, in my opinion, they 
were directed molt to the 1 me re ft of h : * country, produced 
very little effect, and that when he efpouted leiitm-cnts differ¬ 
ent film thofe which I held to be juft, at that time, that then 
his exertions (hould have been crowned with a fncteis that 1 
deplore. Never, certainly, was there a nation rnoie dazzled 
than the people of this country were by the brilliancy of tins 
performance of Air. Burke. It has unfoi innately pi lived to 
be the brilliancy of that fatal confutation, which h..s been 
painted by the poet (Milton) as leading mankind by its livid 
fplenduuia to defolation, peftilcnce, and death. 

T r.'tit f 1 i.dour, whofa rc.! iioi bicuth 
Hoioui uhtiuctum, tire aim deaia. 

This able man had no bounds in his oppofuion to my pro- 
pofition fi*r recognizing the government of France. It was 
repidented as a proportion to petition France for peace, by 
throwing ourfclves at her feet, to furrender our beloved fo- 
vercign’s head to the block ; in fine, entirely, to give up the 
conftrution. And why? Becaufe it was to treat with regi¬ 
cide , though the unfortunate event (for fuch I ihall always 
call it) of the death of that unhappy piince, had not as vet 
taken p:ac*. When the queftion comes to be rcconliccred, 
I am confident that the country will not be of this opinion. 
At preterit I have even mmiHer? thcmtalvis as acediaries to 
that iadt, after it has adtual.y happened. By this petition or 
ineffaj'e to the direct: tv, h.ive they not acknowledged l bc 
power if thofe very men who pndc themfeives upon the part 
that they to* k i.i piomotmg that unfortunate rvtnt, and-who 
now celebrate it by an aunivsrbny feitivai ? For what do I 
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mention this, but to (hew that I did not wifll to furrender the 
conftbuuon, winch has been handed down to us from our 
anceltors, cemented with their blood, and that it was no part 
of my deiign to bring the head of our beloved fovereign to 
the block. But to return to the opening of the Scheldt. 

u I am not one of thofe who conceive the navigation of the 
Scheldt to be of no importance to Holland $ in its prefent cir- 
cumftanccs, I think it was of very little importance. It may 
he nfleed, however, are you 10 judge what is and what is not 
for the intereil of Holland ? Are not the Dutch much better 
judges of what is for their interefl than you are? Far, far 
better certainly is my anfwer. But did the Dutch tnemfelves, 
at the time, think it an object worth difputing about, or did 
not we drag them involuntarily into the contcit ? A variety of 
other arguments were ufej at cue time, i do not wi(h to re¬ 
call the language of any particular gentleman to the memory 
of the Houle, hut the argument being alledged again# a pro- 
pofition which I had the honour to make on the tecond day of 
the feflion, I have more particular rcafon to remember it. I 
was told, that we ought not to recognizee the Fiench republic, 
for fear of difgufting our allies. Let us inquire, thenf who 
were our allies at rhe time ? The Sates General were one. 
Then it was (aid, that even thole who were difaffected to the 
interefl of the Stadtholder, were fo ariftocratic in their fenti- 
ments, that they would fpurn with indignation at French prin¬ 
ciples, and that the invafion would heal all the internal divi— 
lions which fubftfted in that republic. Notwithftauding thefe 
promifmg afllrtion^, however, I have heard, and 1 know it is 
commonly believed, that Holland was not conquered by the 
arms of France, but by the delertion of the Dutch themfelves. 
Our other allies were Auftria and Pruffia. Whether the king 
of Prullia has a£lcd to this country with fidelity a;.d honour or 
not, whether he has performed his engagements, or whether 
be has violated the faith of the treaty, we have never been in¬ 
formed by minifters: but this I will afk, whether after grant¬ 
ing him an enormous fubfidy, a fubfidy moft extravagant, when 
compared with the amount of the fervices which he has per¬ 
formed ; whether, had you recognized the French republic, 
he would have defaced you one day (ooner, or fwallowed up 
more of the treafurc of the country than he has done ? Wifh 
refpett to Auftiii, is there any man who fetioufly believes, 
that though we had recognized the French republic, that we 
might not have availed ourfclvcs as much as we can do at this 
moment, of the fervice of that power ? Even, though Auftria 
had been difgufted, all that (he would have done, would have 

been 
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been to make a feparute peace* which would probably have 
been the means of reftoring general tranquility, becaufe that 
would have happened before we engaged in the war. But if 
this danger would have attended the recognition of the French 
republic before, may not the fame efi’eit be produced by the late 
negotiation at Balle, in which Aultria did not join ? It was 
argued that a recognition implied an approbation of every 
thing that had parted. But this I denied when the objection 
was taken, and ftill perfift in denying. 

** On the queftion of—Who was the siggreffor r—I repeat, 
that by the law of nations, as it is explained by the heft of 
writers upon the fubjeef, we were the aggreflors, becaufe 
we refufed to give to France an oppoitunity of removing the 
grievances of which we complained. 

“We come next to the period at which we began to take 
an active part in the contert. When our armies firft appeared 
on the field, the enemy retired from the territories which they 
had occupied ; they were diiven out of Auftria, Holland was 
fefe. They were compleiely driven out of the -Netherlands, 
and you were in poffcffion of almoft all French Flanders. At 
this jferiod when our arms had been crowned with fucli re¬ 
markable fuccefs, Monf, Lc I 3 run, miniftcr of foreign affairs 
lent a perfon of the name of Maret, with propofals for peace, * 
on the part of the French, which were not liftened to by his 
majeftv’s minifters. Why then, I afk, did you not make 
peace at this profperous juncture ? when the enemy were 
defeated in every battle, when they were driven from all the 
frontiers of our allies which they had ( ccupied, when we had 
made a confidcrable impreflion upon French Flanders ; when, 
excepting Savo) r , they had not one foot of land belonging to 
our allies, and when they might have been willing to purchafe 
terms of peace by a confidcrable facrifice of territory ? Why 
did we not make peace in thefc circumftances ? Why, be¬ 
caufe the fyftem of neutrality on which minilters had lit out 
was rleferted; becaufe you no longer confined your views to 
the fecurity of your allies; but infatuated with fuccefs, you 
began to feek for indemnity. The declining to negociate at 
this period, I fet down as a marked caufe of our 1’ucceeding 
calamities. I cannot help remarking, that there has been a 
good deal of inconiiltency in the mode of arguing adopted by 
thofe who have been iverle to negociation. When the French 
were fuccefsfu), Iwasaiked,—What! would you humble the 
country fo far as to beg peace from the enemy, in the moment 
of her victories ? And when the allies were iltccefsful in their 
turn, 1 was told that we mud; treat at a time when our armies 

were 



Mat it» J WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 48s 

were every where triumphant, and when nothing but defeat arid 
difgrace marked the progrefs of the enemy; it Was even at one 
time thought advifeabJe to puih our foccefs fo far as to march to 
Paris. Upon the project of effecting a counter-revolution in 
France,having faid fo much upon it on former occafions, I fhall 
not enlarge upon it now. The great defeat in the management 
of the war, however, has, in my opinion, been the want of de¬ 
terminate obje£t for which you were contending. You have 
neither carried On war for the purpofe of reftoring monarchy 
in France, n Qr for your own advantage. While the eoiperofj 
in Alface, was taking towns in the name of the king of Hun¬ 
gary, you were taking Valenciennes for the emperor, pro¬ 
claiming the conftitutton of 1791 at Toulon, in the name of 
Louis XVII. and taking pofieffion of Martinique, and fom- 
moning Dunkirk, for the king of Great Britain. What has 
been the confequence of this want of object ? You have con¬ 
verted France into an armed nation, and given her governors 
the power of marfhalling all the ftrength of the kingdom againft 
you. The royalifts in France alfo, fo little underftooayour 
intentions that they did not join you; and the reafon was ob¬ 
vious ; they did not know whether you were at war for the 
purpofe of re-eftablifhing the ancient monarchy of France, or 
for the purpofe of aggrandizing yourfelves by robbing France 
of her territories. 

“ So much had been faid in refpell to the unfortunate Motif. 
La Fayette, that I do not think it neceffary for me to enter 
into a defence of the conduit of that brave man. It is within 
the knowledge of alrnoft everyone, that that exalted character 
facrificed every intereft of a private nature for the general 
good of his country; and this fait I am fore was evident to the 
whole world, that he was a friend to the conftitution of 1789, 
and a friend to the French monarch. He emigrated after the 
10th of Auguft, becaufe he found his endeavours to eftpblifh 
the form of government of which he approved, that of a mo¬ 
narchy, limited by juft reftriltions, vain and fruitlefs. What 
was then done with refpell to him i Under pretence of hrs 
having been before in the fervice of the^nemy, he was feized, 
upon neutral ground, by certain robbers in the fervice of the 
king of Pruilia, and thrown into the dungeon of a loathfome 
prifon, in which fituation'this diftinguifhed man, who had uti- 
doubtedly every reafon to have expelled the commendations at 
leaft of the party to whom he went over, was kept, year after 
year r without any intereft-being made in his behalf by thofs 
who were bound fo to do by every principle of honour and hu¬ 
manity. It is. true the miniftefs of this country have not, in 

Voi*. IV. 1796. 3 Q, diicft 



4 «* WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons. 

direft terms, of approved fuch conduit towards this brave but . 
unfortunate officer; but furely it might have been thought, if 
they had been defirous to conciliate this body of men, whofe 
conftitution they announced at Toulon, that they would at 
leaft have made a point of procuring the enlargement of this 
moft eftimable chara&er. It might have been thought that in 
return for a fubfidy of 3,Qoo,oocl. the King of Pruffia could 
not hefitate at the enlargement of one prifoner. But when a 
fhotion was made by my right honourable friend, (Gcneiak 
Fitzpatrick) it was faid that it was impoffiblc for tins goi c.n~ 
ment to interfere. About this time Pruflia makes a ie;ui iie 
peace, and this opprefled man is hurried to one of th_* Aut'.i.an 
prifons, and there infamoufly, and in violation of ev , v bunu.. 
law, detained by the Emperor, under the fhann-i ■ ,v 
that he is not his prifoner, but the prifoner of .1- 
The wife of this unfortunate gentleman, who hac -,i>. 
detained in prifon in France, is fet at liberty, r.tu: d -‘i oi 
giving her hufband an additional proof of her afFectic i, : purs 
to Vienna, and requefts leave of the Emperor to vii.. er cif- 
trefTed hufband. The emperor condefcends to grant her te 
queft, but in what manner does he grant it? \\Leu the 
wretched lady arrived at Olmutz, the officer who had tne 
care of Monk La Fayette told her, with openm and c muour, 
that if fhs Kl'olved to go dowjn to the dungc- :s to her i. C> u d, 
Ihemuft rciolve to fubmit to lkare in all the horrors of uis* t ap- 
tivity. [A burftof indignation and forrow broke f:-oi>: every 
part of the Houfe. j This, however, had no tei ror to the con- 
ftancy of her affediionate heart, fhc plunged into his dungeon, 
and there (he now lies with him. the Jiving and yet buried 
vidtims of this inhuman power. Nay, this is not^all, fhe ap¬ 
plied for leave to have a female attendant, inftead of a male, 
about her perfon ; this, fhe faid, even the implacable Robef- 
pierre had not denied her !—but even this requeft was cruelly 
refufed to her ? This is the way you treat the man who was 
the friend of the French monarch, whofe caufe you pretend 
to have taken up arms for; it is thus you entitle yourfelves to 
depend upon the affiftance of the royalifts. Befides, (as if it 
were not enough that our ipinifters had not interfered for the 
deliverance of this gentleman, and for fear it fhoukl be un- 
derftood that they did not participate in the meafure) M. 
Alexander Lameth, who was alfo imprifoned by the King of 
■JPruffia, againft the pofirive rights of nations, though he was 
' allowed on account of ill health, a little more indulgence than 
La Fayette, yet that relaxation could not prevent him from 
ttontra&ing a difordcr which was likely to baffle the aid fcf 
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medicine 5 and when, by the advice of his phyfician and friends, 
he came to England for the benefit of the Bath waters, he is 
in the country but a few days, and during that time confined 
to his bed, when he receives the peremptory injunctions of 
the minifter to quit it without delay ; he is not permitted a 
moment’s tinre after the orders are given, left he (hould con¬ 
taminate the air of Great Britain, he too who was the friend 
and fupportcr of the French monarch, and who ftrove to re- 
ftore him to his throne, he who had emigrated from France 
as a royalift ; this is the man you thus ignominioufly and 
lhamefully fend out of the kingdom, in a neutral veflel too* to 
the danger of his being carried into Calais, and conduced to 
the guillotine. What could be more injurious to the cha¬ 
racter of the country than fuch conduct? Any perfon who 
had teen M. Lamcth with the broken and decayed conftitu- 
tion, would not have conceived that he was in a ft ate to be 
dangerous to the government; and thus this gentleman, who 
had juftly rendered himfelf dear to all who loved rational 
liberty, and to whom the emigrant nobility of Franc# owed 
fuch obligations, was driven from England. By this a£t it 
appeared that none but the perfons who adhere to the ancient 
unlimited monarchy of France—none but thofe who were the 
idolaters of the feudal flavery of ;hat unhappy kingdom, were 
to be permitted to remain : n England, and that at the very 
moment when, by our meflage to the prefent government of 
France, we profeis the defire of treating for the eftablifhment 
of peace, we have given this proof of our regard for the moft 
moderate of the advocates for liberty in France. It certainly 
was not calculated to infpire them with confidence in the fin- 
cerity of thefc profeflions ; and 1 cannot help pointing out to 
the indignation of mankind the treatment which M. La Fa¬ 
yette, M. Lameth, and their companions have fuffered from 
thefe governments which call themfelves regular and religious, 
and for the prefervation of which, the prefent war was under¬ 
taken. 

“ With refpeft to the treatment of General Dumourier, 
though 1 do not mean to place him exa&'y in the fame point 
of view as the two gentlemen I have juft mentioned, yet the 
behaviour of the allies towards him has not been iefs impolitic } 
to afford an afylum and offer our prote&ion to thefe'men, who 
difgufted by the party with whom they ferved, withdrew their 
affiftance, was furely the only effectual way to encourage 
others to follow an example fo hurtful to their enemies. It is 
faid that the legitimate object of Great Britain in this war 
was, to obtain from France a juft and honourable p?ace, that 
. * 3 Q. 2 this 
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this wot the ©bjdt of the confederation of the allies. Why, 
then, was not that objell attempted, when that confederation 
(gifted in its full power ? Why. were two of the powers, 
pruffw and Spain, fuffered to melt away, and withdraw their 
aid, without making any overtures for fuch a peace ? 'i oil 
may fay it was not your fault, that you could not forefee their 
feceffion $ let me however obferve, when ftatefmen take upon 
themfelves to form alliances with other powers, they fhould 
know fomething of the chara&ers of the princes with whom 
they make fuch alliances, and how far it is probahle they will 
keep to the engagements they enter into. With regard to the 
&iogofPruffia, there was every reafon to fuppofe, long before 
the event took place, that he would make peace with France; 
that it was his^intereft fo to do; and as to Spain, it was ap¬ 
parent to the molt ibort-fighted ftatefman, that her minifters 
could not protract the conciuflon of a peace with the victorious 
republic without endangering the exiftence of the Spanifh mo¬ 
narchy itfelf. It was therefore an incumbent duty on minifters 
to h*e forefeen the probable confequences of their alliances ; 
if they had pofleffed any of that neceftary forcfight, they would 
during the iaft feffion of parliament have exerted their endea¬ 
vours to have procured a peace, while the confederacy was ail¬ 
ing in concert, and would not have waited till the confederacy 
was diffolvcd. 


“ It is alledged that the form of government was not fuch 
as a peace upon any fure foundation could be made with. I, 
however, am one of thofe who think that the government, as 
|o external relations, was of no confequencc to the contralling 
parties. If an abfolutt government is, as it is thought to be, 
the bed to contract vyith, furely no one will deny but France 
was an abfolute government during the tyranny of Robefpierre, 
as well as during the reigns of the prior and fucceeding hill inns, 
The alls of thefe fallions had never been thwarted with refpeH 
to external relations; but you fay you mufl wait till there is a 
regular conftitution eftablifhed. Is that the time to regain 
your Ioffes by negotiation, when they have fettled themfelves 
in a permanent government, afeertained the limits and boun¬ 
daries of their conquefts, made the whole fubjed to their gene¬ 
ral law;;, and given what was your territory every inherent 
quality of their own departments? We were told feveral 


k 


yygrs ago, that the French were reduced to that extremity, 
that they could not poflibly find refourccs to enable them to 
^ppinue iheconteft much longer.; and only laft feffion it bad 
bffiiiaffcrted, with a degree of confidence, that they were not 
upon ^he verge of deftrutfion, but in the actual gulf; that 
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they were in the laft agony. A twelvemonth had elapfed fince 
they had been in that agony, and really it is the firft time I evef 
heard of any fet of people falling from fuch a precipice, and 
continuing fo long in agony. I certainly muft admit, that laft 
year, while France was labouring under this agony, rheempe- 
ror, with the afliitance of this country, was enabled to retake 
part of the conqueft which had been made of his dominions, 
and this was looked upon as an accomplifhment of the predic¬ 
tion, that the French were reduced to the laft extremity; that 
they were not in a capacity ever to recover themfelve*; and 
were a&iially fuffering the laft agony. It would naturally 
have been expected, that death would have been the confequenCC 
nf this agony, but was that the cafe ? Far from it. The event* 
of the laft three weeks, have been of a nature fufficient to provd, 
shat their agonizing ftruggles may in the end deftrov theit 
enemies, and draw them into that gulf of ruin, in which they 
had flattered themfelves the French had been irrevocably 
buried. The ftate of the French finances has been another 
argument of their inability to continue the war. God*forbid 
that the finances of this country Should ever be fo involved : 
but the French have pa/fird over the worft confequences, re¬ 
sulting from the ftate of their finances ; France has been in that 
fituation, wherein it has been neceffary to call forth all the 
property of the country, in order to maintain the public quarrel. 
Without recurring to the mode of argument which was made 
ufe of the prcceeding day, with refpc& to the new mode of 
taxing capital, 1 hope if ever wc Ihould be in the lituation of 
the French, that we fhould not hefitatc to fpend the whole 
capital of the country, rather than have a conftitution impofed 
upon us by a foreign enemy; I had rather all fhould be caked 
away by the calamities of the prefent war, than, to make ufe of 
the language of an honourable gentleman oppofite to me, 
commerce fhould peri/h ; that we Ihould be forced to fubmit 
to one, two, three, or four requifitions of all the adults in the 
kingdom ; all this, though forry I fhould be to fee it, 1 would 
rather fubmit to than that my country fhould ever experience 
the mileries of abfolute fervitude. You have reduced France 
to the fituation of bankruptcy; but that bankruptcy is paft, 
the inconveniencies of it are over, and now they have the 
whole refources of the country to bring forth againft you. It 
is now twelve months fince we conceived them in fuch a ftate 
of bankruptcy, as to be incapable of reiiftance. It was tfie 
boaft of Auftria, that (he had recovered her Ioffes; but w* 
fee the campaign open this year with fuch gigantic effort*; 
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as to leave no room to hope, that we can ever be able to 
jrefift them. 

cc At the commencement of the prefent feffion his majedy, 
in his fpeech from the throne, intimated adifpofition to negoti¬ 
ate, and had more fully manifelted that difpofition in his mdlagc 
of the Stb of December. Why then did not his miniders take 
immediate fteps to open a negotiation f Why did they not at 
that time (the winter) which was peculiarly favourable for 
fuch a meafure, as the campaign was not, and could not well 
be opened for feme months ? Indead of this, we find the firft 
ftep taken was on the 8th of March, three months after the 
expreffion of the earneft defire for peace contained in the king's 
meflage ; and in four months after the fame fentiments had 
been avowed in his fpeech from the throne. This delay has 
not been occafioncd by a wifh to confult with our allies, and 
obtain their concurrence, fer it docs not appear that they fanc- 
tioned or difapproved it. An allufton was indeed made to 
them in Mr. Wickham’s letter, but to juftify the delay, the 
application fhould have been made in the name of them all, 
and feme fpecific terms fhould have been offered. This was 
not the cafe. Mr. Wickham's letter was fuch, as might have 
been agreed upon in a quarter of an hour, indead of three 
months. But this letter, after all, faid nothing more than was 
contained in the king’s fpeech, and it cannot be produced as a 
new proof of the defire of miniders for peace. It has been 
laid in this Houfe, and his majefiy’s minilicrs have particu¬ 
larly fupported the opinion, that the contagion of French prin¬ 
ciples is highly dangerous to this country; thole principles 
and their fupporters in France, have been treated with every 
mark of infult and contempt, with every expreflion of difgracc 
and deteftation. The firft thing miniders fhould have done, 
was to remove the unfavourable impreffion, the huftile difpo¬ 
fition which their language and condu& mud have created 5 
and the firft thing towards accomplifhlng this, was a full and 
unequivocal recognition of the French republic. Towards 
the conclufion of the American war, feme gentlemen in this 
Houfe thought an acknowledgement of the independence of 
America fhould be made as the price of peace. I always 
thought otherwife, and that it ought to be made freely and 
gratuitoufly. Whether 1 was right cr not, the prefent is a 
queftion materially different. We have no claim on Frauce, 
like that which we had cm America, and therefore the iefs 
would have been the facrifice in recognizing the republic.—^ 

§0 far from doing this, Mr. Wickham’s note does not evpn 
• ‘ ' — • < «» 
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hint at the tejrms that would be acceptable. This refervednefs 
may in fome cafes be prudent and wife. In the prefent cafe I 
fee neither prudence nor wifdom. Inftead of either recogni¬ 
tion or offers, you tell the directory your minifter is notem- 
powered even to negotiate. To argue this point fairly, I muft 
put niyfelf in the fituation of the enemy, and here I muft afk, 
what can I think of fuch a communication from minifters, who 
for feveral years have traduced the principles and government 
in France, and reviled all the ruling men in that country j 
from minifters who delayed it three months ? I cuuld not be¬ 
lieve the fincerity of their offers. 

It is not regular to mention what has pafted in former de- 
bates; if however, I may be permitted to allude to the argu¬ 
ments advanced a few evenings ago, upon the fubjedt of the 
kiogot Sardinia's fuhiidy, we fhall find, from his own mouth, 
a full illuftration of thr minifter's motives, in making the pre¬ 
tended offers of pence through Mr. Wickham. On that oc- 
cafion, it was faid, that it was by no means certain, the over¬ 
tures of his Sardinian majefly were made with the vftw of 
obtaining peace. It was mod probable that they were made 
in conicqueuce of the prefl'ure of circumftances, and that all 
his object was to know, what weic the conditions on which 
the 1 rench would confent to a pacification, as he had no real 
intention of putting an end to the war. I cannot conceive 
more happy exprefliuns to explain the views of his majefty’s 
minifters, in making overtures through Mr. Wickham. They 
were no doubt adtuated by the fame motives that guided his 
Sardinian majefty, and the French might well fuppofe that 
their pretended offers were produced by the preffure of circum¬ 
ftances, and made with the view rather of continuing than con¬ 
cluding the war. The pretence fet up by the French, that 
they could not give up any territories which had been consoli¬ 
dated with the republic, is, indeed, unjuft, but it is a matter 
that doubles my indignation againft thofe minifters who have 
brought us into this lamentable fituation, who have deferred 
any propofition for peace till a period when the difficulties are 
fuch, that there is no profpedfof obtaining it on fafe and ho^ 
nourablc terms. I fee a great triumph on the other fide of the 
Houfe, and I do not wonder at it. Their objeft was to delay 
overtures of peace till they could not be accepted, and they 
have fucceeded. This may be a manoeuvre in war, but it 19 
not ana St of which a minilter, fincerdy defirous of peace, can 
boaft. That it was fuch a manceuvre, I am convinced, by the 
cagernefs and exultation with which the cor re (ponde nee has 
been publiftied. Is there no better means of making the go- 1 

vernmeot 
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'wnrnetrt of France believe the fincerity of your wifhes for 
peRCe ? Why is it not eonfidcred how other peaces have been 
m*de? Why not make your difpofuion for peace known by 
■various other channels than an open negotiation ? And above 
all, why not recognize the republic, and renounce any defign 
againft it on account of the principles on which it was 
founded ? 

“ VVhen that great man, the late lord Chatham was con¬ 
sulted refpe£fing the beft mode of terminating the unfortunate 
dilpute with America, did he feud to know what were the 
terms demanded by the Americans ? No : his opinion was, 
that nothing would efFcdt a complete conciliation, but a com- 
pleat change in his majefty’s councils— (Alaugh on the treafury 
bench .)—Gentlemen may laugh, but I do not underftand how 
the calamities of the people, brought on by the prefent councils 
of his majefty, can be a fubject of merriment. To remove 
thefe calamities, a total change, not only in the councils of his 
majefty, but in his counfellors, is abfolutdy ncceflary; to fup- 
pofcyuftcr their recent condudi, that they have abandoned thefe 
principles of a&ion which have brought on us fo many mif- 
fbrtuncs, is abfurd. Thev have not in any way manifelled 
fuch a change. The adminiftration which conduced the 
•American war, w s found unfit to fettle the peace, and yet 
lord North, of whom as a private man [ never can fpcak but 
with refpedt and efteem, had a moft conciliating difpofition, 
and never was eonfidcred to be personally anxious to eftabli/H 
our dominion over America, neither did he fpcak with fo much 
acrimony of our enemies as has lately been the cafe. He 
might have treated with more advantage than our prefent mi- 
nifters, and yet it was found neccfl’ary that he (hould refign. 
The change of feeling towards the French mull have been very 
fudden in the minifter, for at the very time he was making 
pacific profdfions, he was fending an expedition to the coaft of 
France, which if it had fucceedcd, would have compelled him to 
declare Louis XVIII. king, and deny the authority of the exe¬ 
cutive dire&ory. Had the ifland of Noirmoutier been taken in 
the name of Louis XVIII. in whofe name it was fummoned 
by a Britifh officer, how could minifters have recognized the 
republic? It appears their converfionis very fudden, and fud- 
denconversions are very fufpicious. It is but too manifeft 
that they never were deiirous of negotiating a peace with the 
French republic. They might, indeed, draw up a paper that 
might ferve as a declaration in a court of law, biff could no): 
fabtfy a more liberal judgment of the finefcrity ofthdr wifhes 
Mb’pcace. I do not wiih t6 vtftt the fins of the father updh thy 
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fon, I do not wifh that the defendant* of the Houfe of Bour¬ 
bon fhould be treated in the manner in which they treated the 
unfortunate Houfe of Stuart; bat if your pacific offers were 
iincere, you fhould have difowned Louis XVIII. as king of 
France. You fhould have recalled lord Macartney, who was 
fent as ambafTador to him, and avowed that you made war on 
France as a republic, and confequently had recognized if. It 
would have been a moral aft of juftice in you to have declared 
this to Louis XVIII. and it would have been an aft of pru¬ 
dence to yourfelves, with a view of convincing the direftory 
of the fincerity of the change in your fentiments j it would 
have fatisfied the unfortunate emigrants refpefting their fate, 
and it would have fatisfied the French government of your ac¬ 
tual folicitude for peace. 

And here I will beg pardon of the Houfe, for entering 
into a fhort digreflion on the double dealing that has been ufed 
towards the unfortunate emigrants from France, and inpaffing 
Will obferve that it is a mod confoling circumftance tome, that 
not one of them owes the faulted atom of his misfortunes to 
any thing I ever did or faid. It was natural that thofe urJhappy 
men when they heard that the eftates oj Englifhmen were in- 
fecure, unlefs the eftates of the emigrants were reftored; when 
they heard that wc couid not make peace with the republicans* 
without laying the head of our fovereign on the block * when 
they heard that Great-Britain was fighting for her veryefcift- 
ence ; it was natural for them to fay, we may fafdly rifle our- 
felves in the fame bark that carries Caefarj we may venture 
our fortunes along with that of the Britifh empire.- With 
thefe opinions, which they had imbibed from fpeeches delivered 
in this Houfe, the royalifts had been drawn from all parts of 
France, fully perfuaded they would be cordially received here. 
But how had they been treated i They had been duped with 
ambiguous declarations, made purpofely to deceive them into 
an idea that they were to fight for the reftoration of Ffench 
monarchy, and the emigrants ; when, in faft, they were only 
to fight for the fluftuating views of minifters, who never re¬ 
garded their perfonal welfare, or the caufc they wifhed to fup- 
port, as an objeft of real importance. In this manner many of 
the emigrants had been feduced to their ruin, and it would be but 
an aft of juftice to tell them we are not nowfighting for the re¬ 
ftoration of the French monarchy, we arc not now fighting to 
replace you in your property, our only objeft now is, to regain 
the territories we have loft ; we fight only about the condi¬ 
tions of peace. 'The queition now is, whether minifters have 
really changed their fentiments refpefting the origin and ob- 
Vot, IV. 1796. 3R jefts 
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jeds of the war. If they have, they fhould prove it by foiue 
unequivocal ad or declaration. If they have not, as I fufped, 
then this'Houfefhould entreat his majefty to change his coun¬ 
cils. I know it will be faid, ‘ What! you have been fpeaking 
three hours, and all for the purpofe of procuring a change of 
minifters, becaufe fuch a change might be advantageous to 
yourfelf.’ To this I only can anfwer, that as to my having 
views of perfonal ambition, however defirahlc a thing power 
may be; however defirable from the motive of employing it to 
the belt end, the interefts of humanity, it is nevenhelefs quite 
out of the queftion. The maxims that have been adopted, and 
aded upon, in the courfe of the prrfent war, and the prin¬ 
ciples which are now countenanced, make it altogether im- 
poflible for me, and I can fpeak I am fure for others, to 
afpire to any fituation of refponfibility. Thofe maxims and 
principles mull all be retraded and reverfed, the two late 
ads, which I continue to think fubverfive of the ronftitu- 
tion, repealed, and the precedent declared to be pernicious; 
and theie muft be a full and perfed convidion in his ma- 
jeftyV mind, and in that of. the people, that all thefe mea- 
fures have been wrong, before men who love and venerate 
the conftitution can think of any public iituation: As all 
his is not likely to happen, it is idle to talk about a change 
of councilors. We muft try to accompliih that then which 
is is more probable, to change the councils, if not the coun¬ 
cilors, and to bring them to fee the errors of their pail con- 
dud. No minifter who commenced and carried on a war ever 
made an advantageous peace ; but if the prefent minifters ex-» 
ped to,prove an exception to this rule, they ihould ihew that 
they are feriouily convinced of their pail errors : they ihould 
renounce the principles on which they haveaded, before they 
can hope to put an end, with honour and fafety, to a war which 
they have conduded with fo much rancour. It has been faid, 
Let us perfevere a little longer, and we (hall I'ucceed ; mandats 
areas muc^depreciated now, as aflignats were formerly ; 
France cannot therefore continue the contcit. In anfwer to 
this I will only fay, look at theeft'eds of the war upon ourfelvcs 
and.confider well how long we (ball be enabled to carry it on. 
Between fifty and fixty thoufarid men have already been fent to 
the .Weft-Indies ; the mortality has been great among them, 
and the advantages very little ; if we have taken Martinique, 
St. Vincent’s and Grenada are laid wade. The Dutch pof- 
^efions, it is fuppofed, will form our chief indemnification at the 
~4>cace. I will fay little of the fairnefs of taking thefe from a 

. .nation. 
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nation, to prcfcrve which, wc went to war. I am toJJ, »i- 
nifters do not wifh the ftadtholder to be rcftored • but 1 will 
e>nly remark, that the extent of our colonies are a great incum¬ 
brance to us in time of war ; they exhauft our ftrength, and 
if our maritime force (hall ever be equally oppofed at fca, their 
poflcflion will be very precarious. We have completely failed 
in all the objects for which the war was begun. Holland is 
loft, the king of France exiled, and the aggrandizement and 
power of the republic is more alarming than ever. Of our al¬ 
lies, the king of Pruffia has fuftained thcleaft injury \ the king 
of Spain has been forced to make peace ; and the king of Sar¬ 
dinia, who, we are told, is the very pattern of fidelity, proves 
alfoto be an examphr of misfortune. J he emprefs of Ruflia 
has indeed fuffered nothing. It is impolitic not to fee, that 
her only object in the alliance was to plunder Poland, in which 
ihe has been collaterally fupported by England. This is a 
mortal blow to another profefTed objeft of the war, the balance 
of power. Will any man believe that the avowed objefl, the 
deftru< 3 ion of iacobinifm in Poland, was the real caufeof di¬ 
viding that unfortunate country ? And will any man ^ontend 
that England and France united, might not have prevented 
that tr.infliction, and by th.it means preferred the balance 
of power, in Europe ? But Poland was abandoned to irs fate, 
iuftcrtd to be facnliccd, annihilated, deftroyed, in fupporting 
thofe vicious principles which guide miniflers, and have invol¬ 
ved us in the prefent war. Thefe principles muft now be 
deforced. If the country is to be faved, we muft retrace our 
iteps ; that is the only cur*. AH other remedies are mere 
palliatives, which muft rather prove mifehievous than ufefol, 
I (ball therefore recommend a complete change of fyftem, to 
which purpose I fha/1 move. 


“ That an addref* be pvcfentcJ to his ma;efty, moft humbly ro omrr to h.* 
rojul conlidci jtion, tIs««t judgnient which hi* faithful commons have formed, an.l 
ni w deem it then duly to dccl.no, concerning the conduit of bi*jpiniftcr$ in the 
commencement and during the progrefs of the prefent unfortunate war. As long 
a* it was. jofliblc for u> to doubt from what l’ouivc the national dhtrellcs had aiilrn, 
we ha\c in times of difficulty and pc il, thought ourfchc* b.>un I to ftreagthen his 

maje(h"s government for the protection of hi- fubjeftt, by out cuufi lence and 

% 

fuppoit. But our duties, as hi* nujefty's c-'unfdJors, and .1* the reprefentatives 
•f his peo, lc, will n» longer permit us to aillcmble our deliberate and determined 
opinion that the diftreft, difficulty, and peril, to which this country is now fub- 
jcScd, have ar ftn from the mifcondu& of theking** ro millers, and aits likelv to 
fubfrft and increafc as long as the fame principles which ha\c hitherto guided thde 
^•nUicrs, ffiall continue to prc\atlin the councils of Great Britain. 

^ jR 2 4IJ# 
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ation on the pare of the enemy, with an earned defire to give it the futleftand 
tfpctdSeft effeO, and to conclude a general treaty of peace, whenever it could be 
tflWked on juft and equitable terms, for hhnfelf and his allies. 

' u That from thii gracious communication, they were led to hope for a fperdy 
determination to this moft difaftrous conteft, but that w'.th furprife and forrowr they 
have nowreaibn to appichind that three months were iufterrd to eiapfc before an}* 
Rep were taken towards a negotiation, or any overtures made by his majefly’a 
Servants. 

With equal furprife and concern they have obferved, when a fair and o, cn 
conduct was fo peculiarly incumbent on his.majcRy’s minifters, cunfidcring the 
prejudices and fufpicions ^hich their previous condutf mu ft have excited in the 
minds of the Fiench; that inftead of adopting then open and roan Ip man¬ 
ner which became the wifdom, the character, and the oignity of die Criliih 
nation, they adopted a mode calculated rather to cxvite fufpicion, than to infpite 
confidence in the enemy. Every e'preffion which might be conftruca into an ac¬ 
knowledgement of the French republic, or e\cn an alhilion to its forms, were 
ftudioufly avoided; and theminiftet, through whom this overture was made, waj, 
in a moft unprecedented manner, inlVudted to declare, that he had no authority 
Co enter into any negotiation or difcutfio;i relative to the oVjedls of the propofed 
treat* 

“ That it is with pain we reded that the alacrity of hi:, majefty's min.rtcrs in 
apparently breaking off this incipient ncgociation, as wc:l as the ftungc and unu’ua^ 
manner in which it was announced to the minifters of the various powers of Europe) 
affords a very unfavourable comment on their riludiancc in entering upon it, and is 
calculated to make the moft injurious impreffion rcfprfting their iincerity on the 
people of France. On a revi.wof many inftancco of grok and flagrant mifeondutf, 
proceeding from the fame pernicious principles, and dhcllco with incorrigible 
obftinacy to the fame miicl-ievous ends, wc deem ou riches bound in doty to hh 
fhajefly, and to our conftituerts, to declare, thjt wc feL no rational hope of rc- 
dfc *ming the affair* of the kingdom but by ihc adoption of a fyftem radically 
and fundamentally different from that which has produced our prefent calamities. 
Until h smajefty’s minifters fliall, from areal conviction of paft errors, appear in¬ 
clined to regulate their conduct upon fuch a fyitem. uc can neither give any credit 
to the (in&erity of their profefliona of a wifh for peace, nor repofe any confidence 
in their capacity for conducting a negotiation to a p r ofperous iffue. Odious as they 
are to an enemy, who mult ftill believe them itridly to chcrifh thofe unprincipled 
and i himerical projedts which they have been compelled in public to difavow, 
c< ntemptible in the eyes of all Europe from the Jifj lay of iniincciity and incapa¬ 
city which has marked their conduct, our only ho, e; reft on his raajcfty's roy al 
wifdoni and unquestioned affection for hia people, that he will be gracioufly pi cafe J 
to adopt maxims of policy more fuited to toe circumftancca of tlic times than thofe 
by whic*. his minifters appear to have been governed, and to diredt Jus fervants to 
take meafures, which, by differing cflcntiully as well in their tendency, as in the 
principle upon which they arc founded, flora thole wh'uh lute hitherto markvd 

their 
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their conduit* may give this country foine nufonable hope, at 00 very diftant ge¬ 
ned, of the cftablifhmcnt of peace fui table to die intersfh of Great Bxitaio* aAd 
likely to preierve the tranquillity of Europe . 11 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, u It is far frpm being 
my intention, fir* unneceflanly to detain the attention of the 
Houfe, by expatiating; at any great length on the various 
topics introduced into the very long and elaborate fpeechi 
which you have now heard pronounced. The right honour¬ 
able gentleman who delivered it, thought proper to lay confi- 
derable ftrds on the authority of a celebrated orator of anti¬ 
quity, who, from a retrofpccl of part errors, eftabliftied it as 
a maxim, that we ftiould rectify our conduct for the future ; 
and that if their were erroisof incapacity only that had occa- 
fioned our misfortunes, and not an abfencc ot zed, ftrength, 
and refources to maintain our caufe, and fecure pur defence^ 
inftead of fuch a di/‘appointment being a caufe of defpair, it 
ihould, 011 the contjary, invigorate our exertions, and reani¬ 
mate our hopes. But in a queftion fo momentous and inte- 
refting to the country, as undoubtedly the prefent'queftion 
muft be; if it can be deemed expedient to run out into along 
retrofpedtive view of part calamities, furely it muft befartnore 
fo to point out the mode by which their fatal effe&s may be 
averted, and by proving the origin of the evils complained of, 
to judge of the nature and efficacy of the remedies to be ap¬ 
plied. Whatever therefore our prefent fituation may be, it 
certainly cannot be wife to fix our attention folely on what is 
paft, but rather to look to what ftill can, and remains to be 
done. This was more naturally the fubject that ftiould.be 
propofed to the difcuiiion of any deliberative aftembly. 
Whatever might have been the origin of the conteft in which 
we are engaged, when all the cinrimutances attending it were 
duly confidered, it had the effedt of uniting all candid and im¬ 
partial men, in acknowledging the undifputed juft ice of our 
<aufe, and the unjuft and wanton aggreffion on the part of 
the enemy. Such having been, and ltill I prefume to fay, 
being the more general opinion, prudence then muft tell us to 
difmifs all rctrofpedtive views ot the lubjedf, and to dirc& the 
whole of our attention to what our ;« 5 tual fituation requires we 
ihould do. The right honourable gentleman muft have con- 
fumed much time in preparing the rctrofpe& he has juft taktn 
of our paft difafters ; and he has confumeu much of his time 
in detailing it to the Houfe; but inftead of lavtfhing away 
what was 10 precious on evils which, according to him, ad¬ 
mitted of no remedy or change, would it not be more becom- 
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tnghihiy as k friend to his country,- and an eirlightetietfmttn- 
;t»«r of this Houfe, to attend to what jiew circomftantes; hhd 
• v to trace out the line of conduct which in the preftnt fttte'of 
; tilings, it would be prudent to purfue. .In the cWfe‘efhis 
.Speech the right honourable gentleman alluded to his former 
<p#ofeffiorts refpedHng the profecution of the war. According 
.to thefe profriHons, he, and every gentleman who thought 
with him, declared, that fhouhHhe enemy rejedt overtures of 
.peace, or appear- relu&ant to enter into negotiation, when 
-propoledv then he, and every man in the country would Unite 
inadvifing the adoption of the moil vigorous meafures; and 
that not oiily fuch conduct on the part of the enemy would 
unite every englifhman in the caufe, but that while it united 
England, it muft divide France, who would- be indignant 
againft whatever government or governors. Ihould dare to 
rejed, what was the linrere wifh of the majority of its inha¬ 
bitants. Iuftead therefore of expatiating on the exhaufted 
ffate of the financial rcfources of the country, and running 
into an hiftorical detail of all our pad calamities, a -fubjert 
which almoft engrafted the right honourable gentleman's 
fpee&i, I muft beg leave to remind him of thofe hisformer pro- 
fcffions, and invite him to make good the pledge he fo often gave 
to this Houle, and to the country, and not to enflame the arro¬ 
gance and unjuft pretenfions of the enemy, by an exaggerated 
tiatementof our part misfortunes, or of our prefent inability 
to retrieve them by a fpirited and vigorous profecution of the 
war. His feelings as an Englilhman, and his duty a»a.mem- 
feer of parliament, muft aftiiredly induce the right honourable- 
gentleman to exert his abilities in fuggefting the moft effedua,! 
means of infuring our fuccefs in the conteft, efpecially ftnee 
he heard the late arrogant and ambitious profefiions of the 
enemy. All retrofpective views I therefore for the prefenc 
until regard as ufclefs, and think it far more wife and urgent 
to provide-for the fuccefs of future exertions; not that I de¬ 
cline entering into the retrofpecl to which I am challenged, 
Which I am ready todo with the indulgence of the Houftf, but 
becaufe I fed it of more ferious importance to call your atten¬ 
tion, not to the retrofped alone, but rather to the a£fual, ftate 
of things, which the right honourable gentleman has ehtir^fy 
emitted. And, firft, let me obferve, that, while I endeavour 
to follow the right honourable gentleman through bis very 
long detail of facts and events, I (hall fallow him as they bear 
on a particularconclufion which he wifhes to draw from thefn, 
but which the country does not call for, and which it will upt 
"jltimu* What is the conclufion to which he whhes teflead 

us?. 
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us ? Does it not go to record a confeAion and retractation of 
our paft errors £ an avowal that, inftead of a juft and nepef- 
fary war, to which we were compelled by an unprovoked 
aggreffion, we are embarked in a conteftin Which we wantonly 
and unjuflly engaged, while our defence is evidently fuch as 
our deareft interefts call for, and which a regard to juftioe, 
and to every moral principle, legitimates and fanCtifies ? Can 
then this Houle adopt a motion, which dire&ly contradicts its 
recorded opinions, and which tends to force on it new cotM* 
oils; or, in other words, to oblige it to refeind all the refiw 
lutions it has come to fincc the commencement of the war r 
The right honourable gentleman has, in rich and glowing 
colouring, depicted our exhaufted rcfuurccs; the want of 
vigour in our meafures, and the inattention of minifters to 
feize on the more favourable oppoitunities for making peace. 
He alfo afliimcs, that the foie c.iufe of the war, was the Tefto- 
ration of monarchy in Franee ; and that this caufe afterwards 
fhifted into various other complexions. Ail thefe charges* 
however, as well as the unjuftn^fs of the war, he eftabliihes 
only by prefumption. The right honourable gentleman then 
goes back to 1792, when he fays the ftrfl opportunity wad 
offered of our procuring peace to Europe, but of v^hicb 
minifters did not avail thcmfelvcs. He alfo refers to a fpeech 
made by me on the opening of the budget of that year, which 
he aefcribes as having been uttered in a tone of great fatisfac* 
tion, triumph, and exultation. It is true, indeed, that I then 
fck much fatisfaCtion in exhibiting to the country the high de¬ 
gree of profperity to which it had then reached : not lefs fatis- 
faCtion, I am fure, than the honourable gentleman feems tar 
feel in giving the melancholy picture that his motion has now 
drawn of its prefent reJuced lituation ; and I felt the more 
vivid fatisfaCtion in viewing that profperity, as it enabled us 
to prepare for, and enter into a conteft of a nature altogether 
unprecedented. Now when that profperity is over, the hon* 
gentleman dwells on it rather rapturoufly, though it feemed 
little to afteCt him at the time it was enjoyed. But, not ooly 
are minifters accufed of having negle&ed the opportunities o£ 
making peace, but when they have attempted overtures of that 
nature, they are charged with infmccritvyor with holding fortl* 
fomething in the fhape and make of thefe overtures that tnuffc 
create fufpicions of their fincerity in the enemy, or provoke 
their dilguft. What can countenance fuch an accufation, I 
am fadly at a lofs to difcover. For at the periods alluded to, 
every motive of public duty, every conlideration of perfona) 
cafe, muft have induced me to exert the belt of my endea- 
Vol, IV. J796. 3 b years 
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vours to promote a peace, hy which alone I could be enabled 
to effodt the favourite objedts I had in view, of redeeming the 
public debt and the 4 per cents, as alluded to by the honoura¬ 
ble gentleman. No flronger proofs could be given of the 
ftnCerity of government to promote and enfure peace, than 
was then given by bis majefty’s minifters ; and it they were 
di(appointed, the fault is not with them ; but their condudl 
fnuft be underftood and juftified by the imperious neceflity, 
Which in 1793 compelled them to refift an unprovoked ag- 
rreffioo. As to the accufations urged agarnft us of not oar¬ 
ing our mediation, or even refufing it when f'olicited, they are 
equally of little weight. Are minifters to be blamed, for 
what it would be hazardous in them to attempr, and would it 
Hot'be hazardous to propofe a mediation where both parties 
wete not ready to agree ? Our erediing ourfelves into arbiters* 
would only expofe us to difficulties and diiputcs, if we were 
determined as We ought to be* to enforce that mediation 
bn the parties who refuted to admit it. What is the great 
nfe which the honourable gentleman fee ms to be fo eager to 
derive from that peace* if fo procured ? Is it fit that we mould 
go war in order to prevent the partition of Poland ? Ih 
general.policy I am ready to confefs that this partition is un- 
juft ; bat it does not go* as is (aid, to overturn the balance of 
power in Europe* for which the right honourable gentleman* 
as it fuits his argument, exprefTes greater or lefs Solicitude ; 
that country being nearly divided equally between three great 
powers* it can only contribute to the undue aggrandizement 
of either. When attempts had been made to prevent the par¬ 
tition of Turkey, they were difapproved of; although thefe 
attempts had for their objeft to prevent the partition of Poland* 
Which is now fo much inveighed againft. As to the latter 
tranfadlions that have occurred between this country and 
France* they are too recent in the memory of the Houfe, to 
requite that I (hould call their attention to them. The re¬ 
futations to which we have come on this lubjeci, are too facred 
hnd too folemn, the opinion too fettled and too deeply formed* 
io be lightly reverfed. Wc cannot, furelv, forget the firft 
fcaufe ot complaint, allowed to be Well founded* and the famous 
decree of the 19th of November, which was an infult and an 
outrage on all civilized nations. Seditious men, delegated 
from this country, with treafon in their mouths, and rebellion 
in their hearts, were received, welcomed, and carefled by the 
legi'flaiure of France, and what was the explanation received 
from M.' Chauvelin on thefe fubjefts of complaint ? Did it 
.amount any moic than that the French would not inter- 
.Weddle with the form of government in other countries, urtlefs 
]t appeared that the majority of the people required it to be 

changed ? 
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chjwgtd ? And after- all their declarations, that they did no$ 
intend any addition to their conquefts did they not perflft m 
keeping Belgium till they forced upon it their new-iangled 
cpiiftitution, and their bonded liberty ? Their explanation^ 
regarding the Scheldt, and their intentions upon Holland, wee^ 
equally unfaiisfadory; their ultimatum was, that tbqp 
would give no further fatisfafiion ; and their refuting a fair 
plariation made them the aggreflors in reality, if not in form.; 
Still, however, the channel of negotiation was not cut Off bj. 
this country : as long as the King of Franee retained a lhadow 
of power, M. Cbauvelin continued to be received in an official 
capacity; and.even after the cruel cataftropbe of that unfor¬ 
tunate monarch, his majefty’s miniftcr at the Hague did noC 
refufc to communicate with General Dumouricr, when he ex-^ 
prefled a wilh to hold a conference with him relative to fom^ 
propofols of peace. When all thefe opportunities had been, 
oftered and neglected, they declared war, and left us no choice, 
in form or in fubftauce, but reduced us to the nece/Sty of 
repelling an unjuft aggreffion. In every point of view,ethey 
therefore were evidently the aggrefiors, even according to the 
right honourable gentleman’s own principles, and we certaiuly 
took every precaution that it was either £t or pol&blc to do to 
avoid it. 

“ I cannot help wilhing to recal the attention of the Houle 
to the general cooclufion of what I have ftated, for upon that 
lefts all I have to fay nn the Erft part of the right honourable 
gentleman's proportions. If the Houfe had been hurried by 
pailion into the war, if it had been hurried by the falfe opinion 
of others, or by any unjuft pretenftons of its own, would if, 
he wiihed to know', go to the enemy to atone for its mifeon- 
dud, aod accede to fuch conditions as the enemy might oflfcr ? 
Could it happen that a war not ordinarilyjuft and neerflary, 
when applied to every moral principle, mould in form be fa 
untrue, that, after three yesyrs ftanding, it Ihould be found all 
iUufiatn ? If the Houfe cannot acknowledge thefe things, 
much lefs rani believe, admitting all the depreciated ftatc- 
ments of our refourccs to be true, and founded to fuch an 
extent as to make us fubmit almoft to any humiliation, that 
laft of ait we (bould fubmit to the pride and ambition of 
an enemy, whofe hypocrify, injuftice, tyranny, and oppref* 
Eon we have ib repeatedly witnefled, reprobated, and de* 
plored ; and yet that was what the right honourable gentle* 
man propofed. He propoled that we Ihould bow ddwn before 
theroemy, with the cord about our necks, when we have 
now felt the felf reproach of doing wrong, to renounce and 
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abjure our recorded profeflions, and receive a fentence of con* 
(Jemnation, as fevere as undeferved. / 

“ The right honourable gentleman's next accufation againft 
m'tnifters is, that they have been guilty of a radical error, in 
Bot acknowledging the French republic. It is faid this has 
been the bar to all treaty : this has prevented every overture 
in fubfequent fituations. I admit that it has fo happened that, 
we have never acknowledge J the republic, and I admit alfo, 
that no application nor ovei cure for peace, on the part of this 
Country has been made till lately. I admit, that after the fiege 
pf Valenciennes, I did fay it was not then advifeable to make 
Conditions, and I admit alfo, that when we ftruggled under 
difadvantages, I was equally averfe ; whence the right hon¬ 
ourable gentleman infers ‘ that if you will not treat tor peace 
when you are fuccefstul, nor treat for it when you are unfor¬ 
tunate, there mull be fome fecret caufe, which induces us to 
believe you are not difpofed to treat at all.’ Is it reafonable, 1 
?fk, when a juft hope is entertained of incrcafingour advanta¬ 
ges,^ rifk the opportunity which thofe advantag-s would fe- 
cure of making better terms ; or, is it reafonable when we 
experience great and deplorable misfortunes to entertain a juft 
apprehenfion of obtaining a permanent and honourable peace. 
On fair and permanent conditions ? Thefe are the principles 
on which J have adled, and they were railed upon the fair 
grounds of human action. If fuccefs enough were gained 
to force the enemy to relinquifh a part of their pofteffions, and 
we might not yet hope to be wholly relieved from fimilar 
dangers, except by a repetition of fimilar efforts and fimilar 
foccefs, was it inconliftcnt for a lover of his country topufh 
tho/e efforts further upon the reafonable expectation of Secur¬ 
ing a more permanent and honourable peace ? And, on the 
other hand, when we experienced the fad reverfe of fortune, 
when the fpirit of cur allies was broken, our troops difeomfited, 
our territories wrefted from us, and all our hopes difconcerted 
and overthrown, did it argue a want of reafon or a want of 
prudence not to yield to the temporary preflure ? The fame 
fituations to a well tempered mind would always didate the 
fame mode of conduct. 

“ In carrying on the war, we have met with misfortunes, 
God knows, fevere and bitter ; exclufive of pofitive acquifi- 
tions however, have we gained nothing by the change which 
has taken place in France ? If we had made peace, as the 
jright honourable gentleman fays we ought to have done, in 
J 793 * we ftiould have made it before France had loft her wade j 
before fhc had exhaufted her capital i before her foreign pof- 

fcflions 
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feffions were captured, and her navy deftroyed. Thists my 
anfwer to every part of the right honourable gentleman’* 
fpeech relative to making peace at thole early period*!. But a 
difeuffion is once more introduced as to t le objedt of the war. 
Minifters have repeatedly and diftindtly ftated the objedl, but 
it is acuftom on die other fide of the Houfe, to rake unguarded 
and warm expreiTions of individuals in favour of the war, for 
declarations of minifters. Thus, many things which fell 
from that great man (Mr. Burke) have fincc bqen ftated as 
the folcmn declaration of government; rhough it is known 
that, to a certain extent, there is a difference between the 
minifter and that gentleman upon this fuhjedt. But then 
it is to be taken as clear, that minifters are not only anx¬ 
ious for the reftoration of monarchy in France, but the old 
monarchy with a 1 its abuf’e*. That minifters wiihed to treat 
with a government in which jacobin principles ihould not 
prevail, that they wiihed for a government from which they 
could hope for fecurtty, and rh it tney thought a monarchy 
the molt likely form of government to afford to ehcrryhefc 
advantages, is moft undoubtedly true; but that mtmfters 
ever had an idea of continuing the war for the purpoie of re- 
eftablifhing the old government of France, with all its abuses, 
I folemnly deny. If, for tho^fcafons I have before ftated, it 
would not have been prudent to have made a peace in the 
early ftage of our conteff, furely it would not have been ad- 
vifcable when the enemy were inflated with fuccefs. The 
fate of the campaign of 1794. turned againft us upon as nar¬ 
row a point as I believe ever occurred. We were unfortunate 
but the blame did not reft here—that campaign Ini to the con- 
queft of Holland, and to the confternution which immediately 
extended itfelf among the people of Germany and England.— 
What, however, were the conduit of minifters at that period ? 
If they had given way to the alarm, they would have been 
cenfurable indeed ; inftead of doing fa, they immediately fent 
•ut expeditions to capture the Dutch feulements, which we 
may now cither reftore to the ftadtholder, if he was reftored, 
orelfe we may retain them ourfclvc*. If, inftead of that line 
of conduit, his majefty’s mmillers had then acknowledged the 
French republic, does the right honourable gentleman, doee 
the Houfe luppofe, that the terms we fhouid then have ob¬ 
tained would have been better than thofe we can now expert f 
Then, it was afked, why did not adminiftration negotiate for 
peace before the confederacy was weakened by the defection 
©f Spain and Pruffia ; becaufe, of courfe, better terms might 
have been obtained when the allies were all united* man 

could 
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could be expeded after they became divided? It undoubt-, 
eflly would have been a moft advantageous thing, if we 
could*have prevailed upon the kings of Spain and Pmffia to * 
have continued the war until ihe enemy were brought to 
terms, but that not having been the cafe, we at lead had the 
advantage of the afliftance of thofc power*, while they remained 
in the confederacy. Before any blame c«ui attach upon minis¬ 
ters upon this ground, it will hr nectflary to fhew, that, prior 
to the defedipn of Pruffia an.; Spain, terms were propofed to 
us, ‘which we rejected. Whether thefe two powers have 
gained much from the peace they have made, is not a 
queftion very diffcull to be anfwercd. Whether Spain was 
really in that ftate that fhe could not have maintained ano¬ 
ther campaign, without running the iifk of utter deduc¬ 
tion, is a point upon which I do not choofe to give an 
opinion ; but with rcfpefl to Pruifia, fhe certainly enjoys the 
ina&ivity of peace, but.fhe has alt the preparation and cxpence 
of war, 

, “ right honourable gentleman again adverts to the 
form of government, which, he fays it was the intention of 
miniftersto eftablitti in France, and alludes particularly to the 
affair at Toulon; and from that fubject the honourable gen¬ 
tleman makes a rapid tranfition^o the cafe of M. de la lay¬ 
ette. With refped to what might be the treatment of that 
unfortunate gentleman, the cabinet of Great Britain had no 
fharc in it, nor did mimflers think themfeives warranted in 
interfering with the allies upon the fubjcct. With regard to 
Mr. Lameth, the right honourable gentleman certainly did 
minifters juftice, when he faid they could feel no antipathy to 
that perfun; and they certainly did feel great rcluclance in 
ordering him to quit the kingdom : hut as to the motive which 
induced them to lake that itep, they did not conceive it to be 
a proper fubjedt of difeuflion—the act of parliament had vetted 
discretion in the executive government, and they mutt be left 
to the exercife of it. 

“ The right honourable gentleman has tlfo alluded to the 
fituation of the emigrants, and aflerted, that if government 
were of opinion that there was no profpedl of making .an attack 
with fuccefs upon France, it was the heighth of cruelty tp 
have employed them; this however was not the cafe, there 
were at different times well grounded expectations of fuccefs 
againtt that country, and furcly it cannot be conftdcred as 
cruelty to have furnifhed the emigrants with the means of at¬ 
tempting to regain their properties and their honours. 

u The .right honourable gentleman has alfo thought proper, 

iu 
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in his fpeech, to dwell at conliderable length on the ftate of 
the enemy's finances. He is willing to admit that their* 
finances are, as he fays I have ftated them to be, iu the very 
gulph of bankruptcy, in their laft agonies. But then the right 
honourable gentleman proceeds to a(k me, whether, notwith- 
Handing this financial bankruptcy, they have not profecuted 
their military operations with increafed vigour and fuccefs? 
whether, notwithftanding thefe their laft agonies, they may 
not make fuch* dreadful ftruggles as may bring their adverfaries 
to the grave ? I will not now detain the Houfe by contraft- 
ing the finances of this country with thofe of the enemy; I 
will not now dwell on the impofiibiltfy of a nation carrying 
on a vigorous war, in which it is annually expending one 
third of its capital; but I will tell the right honourable gen* 
tlcman that the derangement of the French armies at the Utter 
end of the lull campaign, the exhaufted ftate of their maga¬ 
zines and ftores, and their ultimate retreat before the allied 
troops, furniflies a convincing proof that the rapid decline of 
their finances begins to affect in the greateft degree their 
military operations. How far'their recent fucceftes, on the 
fide of Italy, deferves credit to the extent ftated by the right 
•honourable gentleman, I Hull not take upon me to Uy; frhave 
had no intelligence on the fubjeft, and therefore lhall offer no 
Opinion to the Houfe. 

* <c The next topic which I have to confider, is the argu¬ 
ment drawn from the queftion of our fincericy in the me£* 
fage delivered to the French minifter at Bafle, on the 8th of 
March ; and a great varie'y of obfervations have been fug- 
gefted and urgeJ upon that point. One inference drawn by 
the right honourable gentleman, arifes from the circumftanct 
of this meflage having been communicated four months after 
his Majefty’s fpeech, and three months after the declaration 
made to parliament that his majefty was ready to meet and 
give elFedt to any difpofition manifefted on the part of the 
enemy for the conclufion of a general peace. la the firft 
place it muft be remembered, that neither the fpeech from 
the throne nor the declaration exprcfTcd any intention in the 
Britifti government, to be the firft in making proposals for 
opening a negotiation. Tne fair confti udtion went no farther 
than to invite the enemy to make the firft advances, if they 
were fo difpofed, and to (hew that no obilacle would be eppofed 
on our part to the capacity of the government they had chofen 
to negotiate terms with this country. Gentlemen, there¬ 
fore, have no right to feel in any degree difappointed at the 
delay of the communication, fincc, in being uie firft to make 
* any 
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any overtures of peace, his majefty’s minifters went beyond 
any pledge they had gi wen, or any expe&uion that ought to 
be entertained. 

,r It has turther been ohjefled, that thofe propofals muft be 
iafincere, becauic it did rot appear that on this occafion we 
bad tufted in concert with our allies. A fuffident anfwer to 
this may be given by the peculiar circumftanccfof affairs, the 
> larenefs cf the fea-fon, and thofe communications being cut 
off,:by which we and our allies were before enabled to main¬ 
tain a ready intercourfe. Had this ceremony been complied 
with, the delay which it would have occafidned mutt unavoid¬ 
ably have been greater than that of which gentlemen think 
themfelves warranted to complain. They are, however, as 
much mifiaken in their fad*, they arc in their inferences, for 
thisftep was not taken without previous communication with 
our allies, and we afted in concert with them, though they 
were not formally made parties to the propofal ; a ceremony 
which in my opinion would be wholly fuperfluous. 

** Another proof, it (hould feent, of our infincerity i% } that 
in the meflage alluded to we did not recognize the republic, 
it is truly generous in the right honourable gentleman, gene- 
roust towards them at leaf!-, to find out an objection for the 
French which they themfelves dtd not difeover. We had the 
anfwerof the directory to our note, and they took not the leaft 
notice of the republic not having been recognized. If that had 
-been aneceflary and mdifpenfibie form, without which they 
confidered themfelves infulted, their natural conduct would 
have been to give no anfwer at all. On this point of recogni¬ 
tion, however the right honourable gentleman is always ex¬ 
tremely tender, and has it very much at heart. He holds up 
the example of America to us, as if it was an inftance that had 
aoy application to the present qutflion. The right honourable 
atibboldly contends, that if we had paid the French govern- 
coent this mark of rcfpe£ and confidence, it would have in- 
. duced them in return to propofe more moderate terms. I am, 
however, very far from expecting any fuch effect ; for, in fafl, 
the government of France never feemed to think of it; I do 
ootconfidcr the omi&on as an bQ of hoflility, and they mutt 
be aware, that the propofal to treat in iifelf implied a recogni¬ 
tion without which it was impoflible that a treaty fhould be 
concluded. 


** To (hew the confiftency of the arguments on this fubje&, 
1 fhall take the liberty of recalling the attention of the Houfe 
to thofe .antecedent periods, when the gentleman on the op- 
pefite fide of the Houfe, in enforcing the French government 
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held up to our imitation the wife and temperate condud of the 
court of Denmark, which maintained a beneficial neutrality 
with France, and with which the latter {hewed itfelf capable 
of maintaing the necefTary relations of amity and peace. It 
is indeed true that France has in a great meafure refpeded the 
neutrality of Denmark, and obferved with it the relations of 
peace, at leaft, if not of amity. What, however, deilroys 
the right honourable gentleman's argument at once is, that 
this wife, peaceable, neutral, and amicable court of Denmark 
had not recognized the French republic till the prefent year. So 
that, in fa&, Denmark did not confidcr the French govern¬ 
ment as one that it ought to acknowledge, till the form which 
it afTumed rendered it in fomc degree equally admiflable in the 
eyes of the other powers of Europe. 

“ Another argument of infincerity is, that we did not pro- 
pofe terms to the enemy, while wc called upon them for theirs. 
This 1 conceive to be that which we had no right to do; the 
application did not come from the enemy, it was made on our 
part, and it would have been ridiculous to propofe an^parti- 
cular terms to them till we were previoufly informed whether 
they were willing to treat at all. It has alfo been ailedged, 
that we mull have been inftneere, becaufe when we employed 
the mini tier at Dalle to make this application, we did not at 
the fame time give him the power to negocite. It was ex¬ 
traordinary indeed that an obfervation of this kind ibould be 
urged by any perfon who profefled the (lighted acquaintance 
with diplomatic proceedings. I would afk the right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman whether it was ever known that the perfon em¬ 
ployed to found the difpofition of a belligerent party, was alfo 
confidercd as the proper minifler fordifcufSng all the relative 
interefts, and concluding a treaty ? The Houfe muff remem-* 
ber on former occafions, when the right honourable gentleman 
was fo warm in the recommendation of a peace with France, 
whatever might be its govermenr, that apprehenfive of an ad¬ 
herence to that etiquette, which might prevent us from being 
the firft to make overtures, he advifed us to make rccourfe to 
exped^ and found the difpofition of the enemy, through the 
medium® neutral powers. As Toon as Franee adopted a form 
of government, from which an expe&ation of {lability was to 
bp drawn, his majefty’s miniflers readily waved all etiquette, 
and would not let fuch forms ftiind in the way of the permanent 
objeiSi of the peace and tranquility of Europe, and they mad* 
dneef propofals to the enemy. Had they, however, adopted 
the expedient prop >fed to them, and employed a neutral power 
to mace their communications, was it to be expe&ed that we 
Vol. IV. 1796. 3 T touid 
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fliould appoint that neutral power our miniftcr plenipotentiary 
to manage our interefts, as well as thofe of our allies ? The 
gentleman through whom the communications were made at 
Baile, is one perfectly qualified from his talents, his zeal, and 
hrs integrity, to conduct any negotiation ; but whatever may 
be his chariCler, it would be the height of imprudence, or 
rather folly, to entruft the management of a negotiation of 
filch uncommon moment to the dilcretion of an individual, and 
at fuch a diftance. 

41 The motives which induced hismajefty’s minifters not to 
employ the fame minifter who had made the advances, as the 
negotiator of a peace, are not confined to what I have hitherto 
ftated ; it was alfo neceflary in older to fhew our allies that 
we did not go beyond the line of that arrangement which was 
concerted with them, and that, true to our engagements, we 
had no feparate objeCt, and would not proceed a ftep without 
their concurrence. We wiftied to avoid any thing which 
could excite the flighted fufpicion, that we were difpofed to 
a fepatate negotiation, which was what France would with, 
and what was her uniform aim during the prefent contefK 
This was a policy which in fome infiances was too fuccefs- 
ful with fome of our allies, and which enabled her to enforce 
on them fucccffively more harfii and unequal conditions. It 
was with a a view to the fame open dealing that it was thought 
proper to pubiifii to the different courts of Europe the mefl'age 
and the anfwer, that the world might judge of the moderation 
of the allies and the arrogance of the enemy. 

44 There was one ground of fincerhy which I believe the 
right honourable gentleman did not ftate j but which the di¬ 
rectory refted upon principally, in their anfwer. This was 
the propofal for holding a general congrefs. How this could 
fuppert ihe charge of mfincerity, I am at a lofs to conceive. 
The Britifh government pointed out the mode of pacification. 
This the enemy thought proper to decline and to reproach, 
but did not attempt to fobfiiture any other mode by which the 
objeCt was likely to be obtained. So far from projecting any 
thing which could even jufily be an objeCt of ftifpiiH, mi¬ 
nifters had preferred that of a congrefs, which wa™e only 
mode in which wars were concluded in all cafes wherein allies 
were concerned, ever fince the peace of Munjier y the two 
laft treaties only excepted. 

„This charge of mfincerity was represented by the right 
honourable gentleman as the probable caufe of the exor¬ 
bitant terms demanded by the enemy 4 They are high in 
their demand V fay* the m ht honoui able gentleman, 4 becaufc 
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they know you are not in earneft ; whereas, were they con¬ 
fident in your fincerity, they would be moderate and candid.’ 
In my humble apprehenfion, the extravagance of their term* 
leads to an oppofire condufton, and proves that the plea of 
inlincerity is with them only a pretence. If they really thought 
his majefty’s minifters infincerc, their policy would have been 
to make juft and moderate demands, which, if rejected, would 
exhibit in the face of day, and of the world, that want of 
candour, and that appetite for war, which the right honour¬ 
able gentleman joins in fo unjuftly attributing to us. But 
having, in fad, no difpnfition for peace, and led away by falfe 
and afpiring notions of aggrandizement, the government of 
France offered us fuch terms as they knew could not polfibly 
be complied with. Did they know the fpirir, temper, and 
character of this country, when they prefumed to make fuch 
arrogant propofds ? Thele propofals I will leave to the filent 
fenfe imprelfed by r'.iem in the breaft of every Enghfhman. 

I am, thank God ! addrefling myfelf to Britons, who are ac¬ 
quainted with the prefumption of the enemy, and who, con- 
feious of their refources, impelled by their native fpir^, and 
valuing the national chara£ter, will prefer the chances and 
alternatives of war to fuch unjuft, unequal, and humiliating 
conditions. 

“ The plea of the French dire£lory, that their conftitution 
did not permit them to accept of any terms, which fhould di« 
tninifh the extent of count; y annexed by conqueft to the ter¬ 
ritories of the republic, the right honourable gentleman him- 
felf very fairly condemns; becaufe, if perfevered in, it muft be 
an eternal obftacle to the conclufion of any peace. That the 
interefts of foreign nations fhould yield to tbofe laws, which 
another country fhould think proper to preferibe to itfelf is a 
fallacy, a monfter in politics, that never before was heard of. 
Whether then military fucceffes are likely to enable them to 
preferve a conftitution fo framed, I will not now inquire, but 
of this I am certain, that the fortune of war muft be tried before 
the nations of Europe will fubmit to fuch pretences. 

“ On a fair exainmetion, however, will it appear, that the 
right honourable gentleman is right in obferving, that this 
allegation could be no more than a pretext ? If fo, is it not 
fingular that the right honourable gentleman, who feems fo 
fhocked at this pretext of the law of the French conftitutton, 
fhould direct none of his cenfure againft the legiilators, or go¬ 
vernment of that nation, but vent all his indignation on the 
Britifh minifters, for deferring their propufals for peace till the 
epemy had formed fuch a conftitution as rendered peace im- 1 

3 T 2 practicable J, 
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pra&icablei I will not now recount all thole arguments which 
oir former occaftons, I have fo frequently fubmitted to the 
HbUfe, nor the motives which induced me to decline all pro- 
poifils for peace, till fome form of government was eftablifbed, 
whfeh had a chance of being liable and permanent. Surely, 
however, it is too great a talk impofed upon me to be able to 
forefee, amongft the innumerable and vhrrying conftitutional 
proje&s of the French, the precife fyflem on which they would 
fix at laft. Much lefs could I forefec that they would have 
adopted a conftitution which even the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman himfelf would be induced to condemn. But, having 
fo condemned it, he fhould in juftice have transferred his cen- 
fures to thofe by whom it was framed j inflead of which, all 
the thunder of the right honourable gentleman’s eloquence is 
fpent at home, upon the innocent, while the guilty at a dif- 
tance are not difturhed even by the teport. 

However the fpirit of this country may be roufed, and its 
indignation excited, by the exorbitan condition s propofed to 
it by the enemy, yet even thefe extravagant prcsenfions fhould 
not induce us to adl under the influence of pafSon. I could 
eafily nave anticipated that unanimity of fentiment with which 
fuch degrading propofals have been reje£led by every man in 
this country, but our refentment, or our fcorn, mull not for 
a moment i'uffer us to lofe light of our moderation and out 
temper. Wc have long been in the habit of waiting lor the 
return of reafon in our deluded enemy, and whenever they 
fhall defeend from thofe afpiring and inadmiflible projects 
which they feem to have formed, and are proceeding to a£t 
upon, we fhall llill be ready to treat with them upon fair and 
honourable terms. Wc are particularly interelled in urging 
them to the acceptance of fuch a conftitution as may be belt 
fuited to their character and fituation, but we mull take care 
that their conftitution lfaall not operate injurioufly to ourfelvcs. 
We do not fhut the door againfl negotiation whenever it can 
be fairly entered upon, but the enemy, fo far from meeting us f 
fay plainly, they cannot liflen to any terms, but fuch as in ho¬ 
nour we cannot accept. 

“ The terms of peace which the right honourable gentle¬ 
man pointed at, and which, after all, he confiders as very dis¬ 
advantageous, are that the French may retain their conquells 
in Europe, and that we fhould keep ouracquifitions in the co¬ 
lonies. What however is the propofal of the directory ? No 
IcA than this: that every thing fhould be reftored to them, 
and they in return are to give up nothing. It is alfo urged 
by the honourable gentleman, that we were to blame in fo 

abruptly 
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abruptly breaking off the negociation, and communicating^ 
the tefult to the world, together with the obfervations matter ^ 
upon it. To tiis I will anfwer, that the terms propofed by 
the enemy cut (hort all further treaty; and as to the commu¬ 
nication of the refult, it will have, at Icaft, the important 
confequence of dividing the opinions of France, and uniting 
thofe of England. 0 

Mr. M. Robirtfon faid, that to much contained in the mo¬ 
tion of a light honourable member, (Mr. Fox) he could Un^ 
doubtcdly lubferibe, agreeing with him in every thing that re* 
latcd to the mifeondudt of the war on the part of government^ 
but having acquiefced in the juftice of its commencement, an 
opinion he found on reflection no reafon to depart from, and 
deriving from the fpirit manifelted in the late communications of 
the French directory with this country little hope of its being 
determined under its prefeat circumftances, in a manner con¬ 
fident with the honour and fecurity of the Britifb nation; he 
held himfelf obliged to vote with the minifter on the queftion 
of that night. To render the enemy, however, inexcu fable, 
he afferted this country had a right to exaft from the mifliftcr 
the withdrawing the embafly he had fent to the head of the 
houfe of Bout bon, a mcafurc which could be conftrued no 
other wife than as implying infincerity in his proceedings with 
the republic of France ; and though by no means indifferent 
to the diftri-ffcs of a family once eminently illuftrious and un¬ 
fortunate in proportion to the great levcrfe of circumftances 
they had recently experienced, Mr. Robinfon faid, he was 
unable to conceive the propriety of employing a noble lord 
whofe talents were rendered ufelefs to his country by the 
mockery of this appointment, in expeditions wild and extra¬ 
vagant as that of his prefent negociation and the embafly 
which had preceded it to China. He hoped the minifter 
would negleift no means of procuring a peace to this country, 
but fuch a peace as might be efteemed honourable and fatis- 
factory, and confequently productive of permanent effect; to 
terms of inefficiency and degradation, he trufted any man who 
afferted his right to the name of Englilhman would be found 
incapable of giving his affent. He had been induced to trouble 
the Houfe at that late hour of the night, he had intruded 
himfelf upon it that bv the explanation of the vote he intended 
to give, that he might be enabled to afeertain that confiftency of 
character which ought to be the refult of the condu& of every 
conftituent member of that aflcmbly. 

Mr. Fox faid, that though he felt it fomewhat unrealbruble 
to trefpafs once more upon the patience of the Houfe, by claim¬ 
ing 
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ing the ufual privilege of reply ; yet, at this period of the fef- 
fion and'of the par;i.:inent, he was fo anxious to have his fen- 
timents fairly underftood, that he would avail himfeJf of an 
indulgence which he would not otherwife have required, and 
make a few observations upon the fpeerh of the right honour¬ 
able gentleman. At the beginning of his fpeech the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman Teemed to dwell,* with fome degree of 
triumph, upon an imputed incooMcncy which he affected to 
difcover in his arguments on a formvr oicafion, when Turkey 
was endangered by the Emprcfs of Rulii.1, and the recent dif- 
memberment of Poland. Was the infamous partition of Po¬ 
land in any refpedi to be compared wiih the circumflanres of 
Turkey aft the moment ailuded to ? T he Turks, after un¬ 
provoked aggrefton, were humbled by the power of the Em- 
prefs, and he had at the time reprobated the idea of the arro¬ 
gant interference of thi** country to prevent her from obtaining 
that indemnirication to which the w.i- entitled. He had (did, 
that if theconcurrenceof France, in a (itua*L;. toacl with efi’edt, 
could have been obtained, he would h-\e aihi'.ed cur interpo- 
fitioi^ to prevent that horrible injuftice, that infamous partition 
of Poland; a me r ure which would have been juliifiid ly a 
due regard to the Iv.lanct of Europe. The rig-.t honouiablc 
gentleman hou T L v;t itemed to coiiIk.ct the balaj.ee of « ower 
very little affix! id, btcaufr the diuiion wiuen took place 
among the three different flates concerned in the tranfacuon 
was lo equal as to preftrve that 1 elation of Jireng'h which-hey 
mutually held to one another. This argument, upon its own 
principle, could only be good if the tisviiion had been foexati as 
to preferve the proportion, nut in any three, hut in all the Hates 
©f Europe, by afiignmg a corrctpurdciit fhare to each. But 
when a miniitcr went fo far as to o\er!<ok the mjuflice of a. 
few great nations fwallowing up the pcflcllirms -»nd dell toying 
flic independence of the little funounding Hates, and lanc- 
lioning that robbery which kings might nnd it to fu eafy to 
practice, merely bccaufe the plunder was equally divided 
amongft the guilty, there was an end at once to^he balance 
of Europe. But what was the injuflice anJ the infamy ol this 
partition, how dangerous to the balance of Europe, when 
the population of Poland was equal to that of this country, 
and its natural wealth and refourccs great and important I 
It was, indeed, a ttniblc principle that was advanced by the 
light honourable gentleman, that no matter for this injultice, 1 
t^e balance of power remains the fame, as thofc llatcs who 
have divided the plunder, have maintained in this accclLon 
the proportion of itrength they held to one another. 
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With regard to what had been called his fpecial pleading oil 
the fubjeft of the communications between the French govern¬ 
ment and certain f;cieties in this country, he would ftill a(k 
how it vvaspoffiblc for us, without acknowledging the French 
republic then eftabliflied, to found any proceedings upon thafe 
communications, or to conceive any offence without referring 
it to the government, and dating it as a ground of diflatisfoc- 
tion ? It was certainly true that he did coufidcr theminifter in 
1792, asfincere in his wifli for the continuance of peace, oti 
which the honourable gentleman had faid that this confeflion 
fupported the preemption that minifters had not gone to war 
precipitately. What he meant to Ihew, however, was, that 
the general e'Teels of the revolution in France were not the 
caufc of the war, f t at the titnc when miniffers exprefled 
pacific intentions and hopes many of the events fince repro¬ 
bated and infixed upon had taken place, nnd he wifhed to 
coniine the teal c mvs to the three points which he had men¬ 
tioned. 'Hie honourable gentleman faid that at the beginning 


of the war the 

entertain*'!' 


e fuo’cls was fuch as to juftify the hope^tliey 
This was prcrciMy what he had intended to il- 


luftrute, that, whether good or bad fucecis occurred, the ar¬ 
gument hr f^e continuance of th # e war derived equal fup- 
port with minifters from either event. In the endef 1793, lt 
was fa:d, that any propofuls for negotiation would have been 
huni'liat'ng, and would have produced an offer ef terms, 
which it would have been ungraceful to accept. Did 
the heinous abb? gentleman r, colled the lungtiagc he nel J, and 
even announced from the throne, with regard to the events of 
1793, when he laid that the campaign had been as brilliant as 
could have been expected, and equal to the fucceflcs of the 
mod glorious campaigns of the war of 1763. The fuppdrt 
of monarchy in France was juftified fubflamively; and as a 
means of promoting the fecurity of this country. On the 
ftill point he prefumed to differ, and he confidcred the fupport 
held out by this country to monarchy in France as one of the 
caufes of that union which had prevailed among the French, 
With regard to fecurity, it was a vague, indefinite objedl, nor 
was it eafy to know to what it related. He underftood that 
at the commencement of the war, not the eftablilhment of 
monarchy, nothing but atonement and fatisfadtion were the’ 
topics infilled upon, and it could only be from the exifting 
government that this fatisfafiion could be obtained, and a 
government recognized. With regard to M. dj Fayette he 
was forry that when the honourable geirleman found himfclf 
obliged fo much to interfere in continental affairs, that on an 
occasion like this he poffeUed fo little influence; what, how¬ 


ever, 
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*vcr, could he fay fo* the treatment experienced by Mr. 
Alcxander Lameth in this country ? The honourable gentle¬ 
man faid that whatever might have been the conduit of mini- 
iters, that Houfe was not the place where he was to give any 
explanation. He haJ execrated the Bill (the Alien Bill) under 
which minifters had ailed, on its full introdu&ion, and bad 
foretold the abufes that would be committed, which* he now 
found to be realized. It was then faid that the Bill inferred a 


refponfibility on minifters for their conduit under it; if fo, 
minifters had incurred refponfibility, and this was the proper 
place to enquire into the fubjelf. He alked them, for what 
reafonMr. Alexander Lameth was fent away ? That gentle¬ 
man had been a conftitutionalift, many of whom were em¬ 
ployed by us, and thofe alone were treated with harfhnefs who 
would not draw their fwords againft their hereditary enemy. 
If there was any man deferring particular refpedt and atten¬ 
tion, it was the man who had been the zealous aflertor of 
limited monarchy, thrown unjuftly into a Pruffian dungeon, 
and his health greatly impaired; and yet he was marked out to 
EunPpe as the fevereft villim of our persecutions, and as an 
example to thofe who fhould refufe to fight againft their coun¬ 
try. It was faid that the effeltof the motion was humiliating, 
but for whom ? Not for the country, which he wiflied tofepa- 
rate from minifters as much as poffibie, but tor minifters alone. 


But it was faid, that it was the operation of parliament too 
fanctioned by repeated votes. Did the honourable gentleman 
recoiled! in 1782, when the American war drew near a con- 
dufion, that it had been fandtioned by repeated votes, and fup- 
ported by great majorities. In the courfe of reading that 
morning, he found in the works of his deceafed friend, Mr. 
Gibbon, an cbfervation that during that war the fenfe of the 
people without doors, which had originally been favourable to 
it, began to turn, yet the Houfe of Commons followed the 
change of public opinion, baud paflibus aquis , a remark hif- 
torical with regard to the paft, which might have been pro¬ 
phetic with regard to the prefect. By fubmitting his prefent 
propofitions, he wifhed to give the people of this country an 
opportunity of refeuing their charadter from any fhaVe in the 
guilt which minifters had incurred. 

The honourable gentleman faid too, that from the late be- . 
ginning of the campaign of 1795, and from the fuccefg of the 
Allies at theconclufion of the campaign, the derangement add • 
rapid decline of their finances might be conjectured ( if the 
rable; gentleman, however, reafoned from ciufc tOeflfeU," 
r.ot he then icafon from effect to caufe, and froth the 

aftonifh- 
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, tfft?onif^Tng vigour and fuc£e)s with which t^ie French Am 
coin rue need the pcdbm cafftpklgn, iffhcludd that the^lingftS 
other haft nor been deranged in the degree aHedged, Or woe 
now re-eftabiilhed f ft was faid that no sfuthonfic acOoun^a 
were received of theft fucceffeS; hb neverrtiprleTs bahj 
little doubt could be eritbrtained of their truth. It W^r 
doubtful that the French had an army ofVo,ooo men ‘ 

■and he was perfuaded thk when the f^craiaa accoi 
which the hoApWabltr gentleman relied fo much, anil 
army of the FfCrtch Would be fitted as much larger. 3jf 
urged that formerly it h-'d been contended by oppofitioq, 
the making of propofals not accepted, would divide the French 
and unite the people of this country. But for<dy it Was un« 
dorftowd, when this obfervation was made, that propofol? wax 
to be made in fuch a way as to have a fair chance of ftcoeik 
As to what the honourable gentleman fa»d of Mr.'W'tckfiafojt 
propofals, he'had made the bed defence of the condvfcft of 
the French} was it to be expe&ed that an/attention would 
be paid to a man who had no authority from* the alii es with 
whom we were connected, nor had any authority to makefpb* 
Cific propofals or would the honourable gentleman have ciuftd 
the correfpondence with Mr. Wickham, which was of a pri¬ 
vate nature, to be publifhed, or would he have puftlfthed any 
private communications that might have been made, bad tc 
been tenons m his define of pacification? With regard to thb 
making«f teems, he would deny, perhaps, that it was as yell 
not, but certainly feme attention fholild have been paid to the 
prejudices of the French. If the honourable gbnttemkh td T 
probated the cosdu&nf France, in not homing forward -Whir 
propofols, why did be not avoid the coddu& which he oonfrt/ 
doted prefumptuaut in than ? There might 1 
policy wfoch determined the French to adhere in a 
the principle of annejeation of the conquered p 
there the war was to be earned on, and it might ho prudent'te' 
confult their inclinations. This hb thought probable, hb Aatel 
it, however, only from conjecture. He certainly confidererf 
the recognition of the French Republic as of the lalt iiqpor- 
tance, and much more neceffary as i preliminary than r *" 
conditional iccognitioo of America, during laft wit. The 
the French, acknowledged by almoft aU Eunice, and 
uorphant in their military career, might not condefcend to 
complain, tliey would lhll feel the refufol, and refent the Indfrl 
xmy. If the French had talked of the Britrfh nation, yvfdj* 
out any nottae of his majefty, or the governmeht, would hoc 
tip honourable gentleman have dwelt on this proof of 
Voi., IV* J796. 3U lbfia- 1 
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infincerity in their defire of peace ? > Since the French bad 
beftowod upon' the vagous republics of Genoa, Venice^ 
Bftne, Set. their titles of magninc Doge, they had been upon 
better terms with thefe ftates. The French therefore felt 
froin his conduA, that the minifter difeovered no ferioufc in¬ 
dination for peace. Much as he diildeed the fyfiem of annex¬ 
ation which the French profefied, ftill he thought that a fair 
chance had not boen given to any gropofals for negotiation. 
He wiflted the Houfe to come to fome refoluti(jin which would 
bring into aAion a different fyitem of mpafurcs. Of the 
4 t$uices he hadt laid little. He reprobated the pra&ice of com¬ 
paring the (late of our finances with the adverfity of the 
ehemy, and thereby deriving arguments fbr perfeverance. He 
tvas fenfible that our refources were great; and he was happy 
tb confider them in that light, but the efforts which the Freneb 
bad made, fhould convince us that their refources were not 
exhaufied. 

• Tb’e Houfe then divided on the motion, 

Jyts, - 4* 

Noes , - • a»6 

Majority 174 

Adjourned. 

The following is a Correia Lift of the Members who voted for 
Mr. Fox's motifp, on Tucfday t May 10 .fora ctmpleatchange 
hm vsbifb has of lute been adopted by his Majcfly’s 


of thatfyjli 
Minifters. 


William Lee Antonie, £fq. 
Sir John Aubiey, Bart. 
Hon* Edward Bouveric, 


Jofcph Raadyll Burch, Eiq. 
George Byng, Efq. 
•William Cofcoun, Efq. 


John Cofcrteaay, Efq. * 

, John Crewe, Efq* 

Right Hail. R. Fitzpatrick, 
girlfcnry Fletcher, Barf. 

Korn Edward Foley, 
ftljjvt Hon- Charles Janjct Fo*, 
Philip Francis, Efq. T 
Charles Grey, Efq. 

James Hare, Efq* 

John Harrifon, Efq. 

Jfcary Howard, Efq. 


r 


) 


Great Marlow. 
Clitheroe. 

Northampton* 

Thetford. 

Mtddlefex county. 
Bedford. 

Tamworth. 

Chdhirt county. 
Tseiftock. ' 
Cumberland county. 
WorcefteWhke county* 
Weftminfter. 

Blqchingty. 

Northumberland county • 
Knare/borough. 

Great Grimsby* 
X/'ttKr&rr* 


ivniiam 
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William Hufley, Efq. 

New Sarum. 

Jofcph Jekyll, Efq. 

Caine. 

Jcrvoife Clcrkc Jervoifc, E/q. 

Yarmouth. 

Thomai Kemp, Efq. 

Lewes. 

Edmund Ltchmcre, jon. Efq. 

WflRQRT* 

Samuel Long, Efq* 

Ilcheftcr. 

General Maclecd, 

Inrtmeftrfhire* 

Patrick Miller, jun 

Dumfries. 

Sir William M Milner, 

York. 

Dudley North, Ffq 

Great Grimfby, 

William Plumer, Efq* 

Hertfbrdfhirq county. 

Hon. John Rawdon, 

Appleby. 

Right Hon. Lord John Ruffel, 

Taviftock. 

Right Hon* Lord William Ruffe 1, 

Surrey county* 

Hon. 5. Andrew St. John, 

Bedfordshire county. 

Richard Brinflcy Sheridan, Efq* 

Stafford. 

William Smith, Efq. 

Camelford. 

Right Hon- Lord Robert Spencer, 

Wareham. 

Charles Sturt, Efq. 

Bridport. 

Michael Angelo T aylor, Efq. 

Poole. 

Right Hon. Lord John Townfhend, 

Knarefborough^ 

Robert Vyner, junior, Efq. 

Lined nftiirc couatjq 

Charles Callis Weft era, Efq, 

Maldon. 

John Wharton, Efq. 

Beverly. 

Rojer Wilbraham, Efq. 

Bodmyn* 

Henry Penruddock Wyodham, Efq. 

Tills**, 

Wiltlh re county* 

General Taileton, 

Liverpool, 

Samuel Whitbread, junior, Efq. 

Bedford. 


HOUSE OF COMMOKS. 

Wednesday, May n. ' 

The Bill to “prevent the unlawful combination of journey¬ 
men paper manufacturers was read a third time and palled. 

Chriftic’s divorce, Falclc’s naturalisation, and Aliens BiDs, 
were read a third time and palled, 

COMMITTEE 1 ,ON THE CORN T^ADE. 

. The Houfe revived itfelf a Committee of &e whole 
Houle t»,‘c;onfider of the high price of corn. , • 

Mr, Lfchpurt rpfe to make his promifbd motion for the re_ 
lief of the induftnous poor. He contended tfct the high price 
of proviftwa Was ip confe<jue»ce of c©jif«lid#^ng, \ atURber of 

3 ^ a hnal^ 
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^mall farms into one, afliftcd by the pra&ice that prevailed 
among jobbers, foreftalJers, and regraters. A fees recapitulat¬ 
ing tfWfiy of his former obfervations on die fame fubyed, bs 
moved,—“ That it be an inftru&ion to the chairman of the 
•♦■JWtamittee, to move the Houfe for leave m bring in-a Bill to 
“ enforce the bringing of corn to public markets, and to pre- 
“ vent the exhibiting of adulterated flour to file.” 

Mr. Francis feconded the motion, and faid that be was eager 
an$defirous to take this-and every opportunity to fopport the 
views sfhd declare his entire concurrence in the principles and 
objqfis prpfened by bis honourable friend, though he was very 
much afrlid that the ftate of public bufinefs, and the latenefs 
of the feafon, would make it impoflible for his honourable friend 
(0 fucceed in his intentions in the aourfe of the prefent fefEon. 
Mr. Francis bore witnefs to his zeal, though it had been per¬ 
petually defeated by accidents and impediments, which had put 
it toot of his power to bring forward his motion at an earlier 
day. ** No nurt,” faid Mr. Francis, “ could have taken more 
pains to colled information on the fubjed, nor do I believe that 
any q? cm her of riiis Houfe is-better acquainted with it than he 
'is. i cannot pretend to the fame knowledge, but I have 
as much zeal, especially in the caufe of the poor j and he may 
heaiftrrtd. that although he may be defeated now, he will al¬ 
ways' And me ready to fopport his benevolent views in another 
feffioft, if I fhould happen to have a feat in another parliament. 
There ate two advantages, however, which I have mentioned 
on other occafams, more than once, and which might be efted- 
ed without any legiflative interference of the Houfe. I mean, 
by the influence ahd wtample of individuals; if, when they re¬ 
turn into their feveralcounties, they would give encouragement 
tO-'tbe tneafurr, and promote it, as I-have done to the utmoft 


of my power, at their own expence ; I mean by providing 
every labouring map m every parifh with the means of grind- 
•itoh is own corn. ‘ I -have bad a great number of models made 
of the $and»m>Us vfed in India, and diftn buted them as far as I 
. htdbn opportunity. They are very Ample in their conftruc- 
tjoui arc flight be eafijy improved by perfoo# who have more 
fkili in thefe matters than I have. What I wifb is* that gentle¬ 
men who are defirpus of ferving,the induftriqu* poor,would give 
thefe Whdrimlh* W mch as are willing to make ufe of them.— 


Jliltip piuunrnvivv sw wiiiivvi• «nsvi * musvuhiivvu ii ivvuiy 

beuwth mdtedfctSusl. -Not-only thuwhole profk*-of tfeu r*fl. 
lc^^awftd ahd^mhwfc^ WbuW Sefsv*d ’ tv podrpeojfle, which 
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we all know is a very contidecable objcft, effrocially to 
thofe who have nothing to (pare, but all of us would haw 
the great advantage of knowing with certainty, the mate, 
rials of which our bread was made. I, for one, will aflU- 
redly grind foe myfelf) as foon as I can get into the country." 
and will do all I can to recommend the meafure among my 
neighbours. 

The next thing to be done is to provide a patiftt own to bake 
generally for the poor ) or if that be attended with difficulty^ 
at leaft to oblige bakers to bake loaves at a fixed price, as they 
do pies and paftry. Thefe two measures, fully carried into 
execution, 1 am perfedHy fure, would give a relief to the ioduf- 
tnous poor, far beyond what any gentleman who has not at¬ 
tended to the fubjeft, would at firft fight think poffible. These 
are other improvements which might be eafily nude by excis¬ 
ing the IkiU of ingenious perfoas, and rewarding diem far their 
trouble. Thefe 1 fhall fuggeft fhortly in the words of a friend 
of mine, who, 1 believe, is at great a mafter of the fubjeft at 
any man in the kingdom. * 

“ The maft effeflual way of Serving the public will he til 
“ give a handfome bounty to the man, who, m a given time, 

“ brings forth to public view the bed wheat mill, aaiog oa the 
“ cheapell and fimpleft conftru&ion, to be worked by man «r 
“ boy with the leaft labour, and to be made with ftoacs of at 
“ lean two feet diameter, (thofe made of iron do not anfwer 
“ for wheat, and are much too tedious in their operation.) 

To give a fmall bounty for the three following improve- 
“ ments: Firft, to him who (hall difeover the beft method 
“ of preferving yea ft the longeft, not left than fix months, 

* fo as to remain perfectly fweet and proper for baking.— 

“ Secondly, to him who fhall difeover" the b«ft fbbftitute 
“ for yeaft, the fame bemg adj udged to be perfie&ly wbple- 
“ fome, and effe&ual to its purpofe.—-Thirdly, to hint who 
“ difcovers, Amplifies, and makes perfectly intelligible to the 
“ meaneft capacity, the true French method of making 
“ bread with leaven. * By thefe means, if you choofe to make , 

* a motion to the purpofe, you w!U have the bleffings of 
“ the country and poor ; fince, if your bounties have effe£f, 

“ which I am fure they will, the antlers trade will be in 
“ a great meafure knocked up, and the bread be good and 
“ wbolefome, and at two-thirds of its price, while the far- 

mer’s noheft profit will be the fame.” 

Mr. Francis concluded with faying, that, if meafuses of this 
kind were heartily adopted and fteadtJy purfbed, the certain 
confequcnce would be, not only that the poor would be better 

fed, 
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fed, and at a cheaper rate, but that aU ranks of people would be 
provided with nourifhment in this eflcntial article, infinitely 
snore wholefome and palatable than they are at prefent— 
Whether in or out of parliament, he was determined to pro¬ 
mote thde nfeful and truly humane objects to the utmoft of his 
ability. 

* Mr. Martin faid, he thought the Houfe indebted to the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman for his indefatigable exertions in behalf of 
the poor. He was afraid the period of the feffion was too far 
adrAncdd to make the prelent motion likely to fuccecd. He 
lioped, however, that many beneficial regulations would be 
adopted in the enfuing feffion j at the fame time, he begged 
not to be underftood as pledged to fupport any fpeciAc pro- 
pdfitkm. 

Mr. Buxim declared he did not confider the Bill a fufficient 
remedy for the grievance of which the honourable gentle¬ 
man' complained. One part of the honourable member’s 
proportion was Superfluous, as it was impoffible to fell corn 
at "oil, except by (ample. The fefSpn however was fo far 
advanced, and the bufinefs was of fomuch importance, he 
would move, “ That the chairman do now leave the 
« chair.** 

The Houfe divided, 

Ayts t - 3 + 

Not*) - - jo 


Majority 24 • 

J4JT OP THE MINORITY IN FAVOUR OF MR. LECHMER&’s 

MOTION. 


1 


Hr. Frame* 
Mi. lygoa 
{Mr. Ffley 


Mr. J. T. Stanley 
General Smith 
General TarLton 


Mr. Jekyli Sir Richard Hill 

Lord William RttiJtl Sir William Dolhcn. 

4 Mir. Lechmere, Teller. 


WINE TAX. 

♦ 

The CbanctUtr tf the Exchequer brought up a claufe, that all 
wines paying duty, and imported into Great-Britain, after 
the,. 17 th.day of April laft, up to the firft day of Auguft, 
Should pay the fame by inftalraents, which he amoved fhouid 
be added'tO’lhe Ail At a rider; which was agreed to. The 
report was ordpred to be received the next day. 

POQ 


« > * -m . 
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DOG TAX. 


< On the queftion' being put for the commitment nfthe Bdl 
for impofing a duty on dogs. * < 

Lord Sheffield dated, that rhe number of dog* were rather a 
difad vantage than a ufe to the lower orders, he therefore wifhed 
all the dogs, which were of no acStda.1 advantage, to be kiHed, 
and the tax to extend to unafTefTed as well as aflefled houics » 
and moved, “That it be an inftru&ion to the committee to 
“ receive a claufe to that effedt.” * 

The Speaker informed his lordfhip, that fuch a claufe would 
militate againft-tbe-prmciple of the resolution of the committee 
of ways and means, on which the Bill was brought in-and the 
committee could not regularly admit it: his lordfhip muft 
therefore make a feparate motion on fome other occafion for 
the admiiHon of (heclaufe. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, the committee of ways 
and means being clofed, he conceived the claufe could oqt be 
received at all; the Speaker confirmed this. 

Mr. Dent fpobe againft the principle of the Bill, as it ap¬ 
plied to purpofes contrary to his intention * he dld not^ppiyfo 
going into the committee, but hoped fome ufefui aoienamenps 
would he made in order to make it operate as a beneficial regu¬ 
lation. 


Sit R. Sutton argued for the Bill. 

The Houfc then refolved itfelf into a committee. 

Mr. Leihemere faul he wifhed to call the attention-’of the 
committee to ladies lap-dogs. He knew a lady who had fix- 
teen lap-dogs, and who allowed them a roafted fhoulder of veal 
a-day for dinner, while many poor pet Tons were Barring, 
Was it not therexorc right to rax lap-dogs very high ? He 
knew a lady who kept one favourite dog, when well, on Savoy 
bifeuits, foaked in burgundy j and when ailing (by the adytoe 
of a du&or) on minced chicken and fwedtbreads. Ho then 
propofed that every gentleman who kept a pack qf kennelled 
hounds, fhould pay twenty guineas tax for them; and if tun¬ 
kennelled, thirty guineas. Being informed that he was irre¬ 
gular in propofing this claufe, he withdrew i{. 4 .< i 

It was then refolved, and agreed to by the committee,, (blit 
the tax fhould take place on the 5th of July 1796. , r f y - 
Mr. Buxton propofed a claufe (which was agreed .to,) thft 
gentlemen who kept hounds might compound with the revepyp 
by pay ingaol. * 

The Houfc being refumed, the Report was ordeted fof next 

*/• - , ; .* .. 
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SLAVE CARRYING BILL. 

*The ttnde being refolded into a committee on die Have- 
' carrying Bill, 

Mr. iPilhcrftrce {aid be abandoned bis idea oflimiting the 
number of Chip*, but merely meant to limit the number of 
flawes in proportion to the tonnage. 

General Tarletm and Sir Wiliam Yeung fpeke againlt the 
Bin.; and Sir Wiliam Delbert and Mr. IV. Smith for it. After 
. a converfation between feveral members, Celonel Stanley moved 
that the -Chairman report progrefs, upon which the members 
being counted, and only thirty.fix prefent, the committee was 
•f cmufe adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, May 12 . 

Chriffie’s divorce Bill, the Bill for granting cods in mif- 
fomeanoun, die Bill for the encouragement of the manu¬ 
facturing of fail-cloth, the Bill for allowing drawbacks on 
Jugai? and ihe BH 1 for granting allowances to lubalterns in 
the militia and their families, were read a third time and 
pitied. 


QUAKERS. 

The Heufe refolved on the re-commitment of the Bill for 
die relief-of the people called Quakers. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair , Bated to the committee, that in confe- 
•uence of the obje&ions urged on a former day againft the 
Bill, it was found convenient to make alterations in fome of 
foe clauses which had been agreed to in the former com- 
mime, aad alfo in the other provifions of the Bill. If gentle¬ 
men-Adi thought that alterations fhould be made, it might 
beddne in the ether ftages, as he wilhed to prefs the Bill 
-forward, fearing it fhould be ipft by delay -from the latcnefs of 
foe frfion. 

Several refolutions were then made and agreed to. The 
Houfc being refumed, -fop report was ordered for the next 


**The 


Mefler tf the Hells -fetid, he thought that fometbing 
ought So be done in relief of the people called quakers : he did 
wot however wifli that privilege td be extended to them which 
his maiefty’s other fubjc<2s did not enjoy. This he was aware 
for Bm did 1 be, in coofequencc, hoped that the report would 
t* well considered. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Serjeant Adair , and Mr. tV. Smith contended that the 
Bill extended no fuch privileges to qualcers. 

SARDINIAN SUBSIDY. 

Mr. Jeiyll ftated, that he could not acquit himfelf of having 
regularly performed his duty to his conftituents at a time when 
the Houfe was aimed at the dole of its parliamentary exist¬ 
ence, if he did not prefs an anfwer upon one very material 
and important queftion before that interval expired, 'f'he 
Houfe mutt have heard of a variety of reports of the fuccefles 
of the French armies in Italy, reports which were fo connected 
in their general ftatements as to he tantamount to confirma¬ 
tion. By thefe reports it was pretty generally underftood, 
that the French armies had almoft pufhed their fuccdTcs to the 
capital of Sardinia, that the king of Sardinia was fuing for 
peace, and placing two of his ttrongeft fortrefTes in their 
hands, which were confidered to be the key of his dominions, 
as a fccurity for his engagement. In confequcnce of 
thefe reports he begged leave to a(k the right honourable 
gentleman oppofitc, whether he intended to remit the aop^ooL 
lately voted by parliament to his majefty to fulfil his engage¬ 
ments with the kine of Sardinia in the form of a fubfidy ? He 
defined to be understood, that he did not ftate this queftion in- 
vidioufly, but for general fatisfudtion. He pitied the misfor¬ 
tunes of the king of Sardinia, and lamented that he Ihould 
have incurred them by that defpsrate and dangerous alliance in 
which he had embarked. He feared that he was now trem¬ 
bling in his capital for his dominions, and therefore fcorned to 
triumph over his diftrefles, but he thought it would be idle to. 
call that a fubfidy, of which co-operation was not the fruit.: 

If the money voted by parliament was to be granted as a fl 
cleemofynary gift, let the Houfe of Commons know fo ? and 
let the people who have been drained out of fuch immenfc fum» 
for foreign princes, who have, one by one, deferted them, bo 
told in what manner this alfo was to be applied. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, that as to the exa& 
fituation of the king of Sardinia, he did not know officially 
what it might be, but he believed by the fortune of war, he 
might be reduced to a very critical fituation. The honourable 
and learned gentleman, however, could not fuppofe that what-, 

, ever might be the final ftate of events, this fubfidy would be 
continued. T hat it would ceafe immediately after the fecefium: 
of that fovereign, was, he conceived, fuch a fell- evident pro*. - 
pofition as to need no comm ,, nt. 

Voi.IV. 1796, 3 X .Mr* 
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Mr. Jtkyll then afked, whether the fubfidy would be kept 
back until thefe reports were authenticated ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer made no reply, but moved 
the order of the day. 

SUCCESSION TO REAL ESTATES. 

On the motion for the third reading of the Bill for granting 
a duty on the collateral fucccflion of real eftates, 

Mr. Francis (aid—Mr. Speaker, 1 fhould, indeed, be forry 
that this pernicious Bill fhould finifh its progrefs through the 
Houfc, without my having had an opportunity of exprefling my 
opinion of it more explicitly and diftinCily, than by a lilcnt 
vote. I do not mean to enter into any obfervations on the 
particular provifions of the Bill. The objections to it in de¬ 
tail on the fcore of injuft ice, hardlhip, and impracticability, I 
believe are endiefs. I hope they are infur mountable. Let the 
Bill pafs as it is, with all its vices and all its abfurdities. The 
more it is loaded with them the better. For that, I fear, is 
the only chance wc have, of ever feeing it repealed. My ob¬ 
jections are on principle, and fundamental. They are the 
fefuk of the moft careful attention and confideration, which I 
am capable of giving to any fubjeCt. I do not believe that it 
is pofliblefor any # human ability to anfwer them fairly. I look 
upon the Bill not merely as an aCt of taxation, but as a politi¬ 
cal meafure, immediately increafing the influence of the crown, 
and full of danger in its obvious confequences to the confu¬ 
tation and fredom of the country. It appears in a form which 
never was alTumcd, and a£ts on principles which never were 
avowed in this Houfc before. The cfteniial qualities of the 
Bill are thefe. Firft, that it <Iaes not operate immediately, 
nor with all its force, but applies to cafes and fituations, which 
do not inftantly exift, and which therefore individuals may 
hope, are remote from themfelves, and may never reach them. 
Of courfe it annihilates that juft and rational check, which 
the conftiturion relics on, in favour of the fubjedt, namely, 
that the reprefentative will not impofe exorbitant taxes, with¬ 
out dear neceffity, on his conftituents, as long as he fliares 
immediately and alike with thofe who are to pay. By far the 
greater part of the members of this Houfe are already in pof- 
feffion of all that they have expc&ed. But the moft dreadful 
of all conlidcrations is, that the tax is to operate, not »no, 
but hereafter. What guard, then, have we left againft the 
moft profligate extravagance and wafte of the public fortune, 
if no part or the burden, whatever it may be, is .to be borne 

, by ourfelves ? Suppolc, for a moment, that by any peffi- 
♦ bility 
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bility the expences of an actual war could not be provided by 
taxes, of which the burden Ihould not be felt till twenty years 
hence—How few would care or confider what the expence 
would amount to ? Too many of us, I fear would fay, 44 The 
cafe will not happen in our time” But not only the entailed 
cxp-nce would be difregarded, but the war itfclf, a .u alj its 
pernicious confequcnces, would be thought of witl uncon¬ 
cern, as long as the money, by which it was fupporicd, was 
not taken dire&ly out of our pockets. So that all the checks 
derived from felf-intcreft againft profufion on one fide, and 
profligate mcafuics on the other, would be utterly removed. 
But fecondly, this tax, whenever it does a<St, will not operate 
collectively, and at once on the whole community, but in¬ 
dividually and fuccefiivelv upon one man after another. Here 
another guard againft unjuft taxes is taken away. When all 
men feel together, they will probably refift together. But 
when e\cry individual m<iy poflibly hope that the burden may 
never fail upon himfclf, or remotely affect his pofterity, he 
(brinks, of courfe, from united oppufition, and looks to no¬ 
thing but perfonal ex« mption, or perfonal compenfation. *At 
Jaft, however, the effects of this tax appear to have made a 
more general impreflion. Some perfons, I fay it without the 
fniallett fatisfaition, though 1 have lamented their abfence, 
have at laftcome forward to oppofe it. In the laft three year?, 
no qucllions have occurred in which the honour, the fafetv, 
or the cxiftencc of their country was not concerned. This 
tax touches property in great mafles, and this tax muft be re¬ 
filled. Sir, it happened to me lately to recommend it to fome 
of our great enlightened minifters to look into hiftory for in- 
firu&ion. I faid it would enable them to judge, from the 
former policy and practice of the Houfc of Savoy, of what the 
conduit of the Court of Turin might probable be in the pre- 
fent juncture. They hfeid me, as ufual, with indifference 
and fcorn. The event has now taken place, even beyond my 
apprehenfion. Why do I allude to this circuoiftance at pre- 
fent ? To engage, if it be pofiible, the great landed proprie¬ 
tors of this country to look fcrioufly at their own fituition be¬ 
fore it be too late. Hiltoiy in effect is prophecy; and in a 
general view and judgment of human condudt, even better 
than particular intelligence. I wifh thefe great proprietors of 
. mafles of land to look into the hiftory of Spain and France, and 
fee what happened there to perfons of their own level, and 
once as 1 tch as themfelves. T he grandees ot Spain thought 
themfelves ccure in their titles, and rank and fortune, and re¬ 
futed to make common caufe with the people, when the laws 

3X2 and 
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and liberty of their country were attacked and deftroyed by 
Charles V. and Philip II. You know the confequcnce. The 
moft infignificant and degraded order of nobility in Europe, 
are the grandees of Spain. In France the fame event hap¬ 
pened. The great lords were drawn from their eftates and 
their caftles, to attend on the monarch. By degrees they be¬ 
came flaves at Verfailies, and for the moft part had nothing to 
fubftft on but the bounty of the court, In graces de la Conr. 
They, whofc* eftates were left to them, if they happened to 
give offence to a minifter or to a miftrefs, when there was no 
room in the Baftilc, were feat back to their eftates j they were 
exiles dans leurs terres. And bantfhment in fa£t it was, be¬ 
cause their houfes were in ruins, and their lands in defolation. 
Let our great proprietors look to thefe examples. The ruin 
which they fuffer to be brought on other orders of the com¬ 
munity will not ftop there: Their turn afluredly will come. 
At prefent, I know, they are happy and fecure. They think 
they are in no danger; that they have nothing to apprehend 
for themfelves 5 and that all that they are doing is only to de- 
ftroy the liberty of their fellow fubjefls.” 

f/lr. Grey faid, he did not rife to enter into any detail, but 
fimply to ftate one objection. He underftood this tax to be a 
tax upon collateral fucceflion only, with a provifion in favour 
of the fccond fon enjoying an eftate by entail from his 
father. Under that provifion, he fufpe&ed this great incon¬ 
venience would arife, that, when a perfon defundt without 
iffue had bequeathed his eftates to his brother, entailing them 
upon his brother’s fon, the tax would operate upon the fon 
collaterally, as deriving his inheritance from his unde, and fo 
operated infinitum on dir eft fucceflion. 

The motion for the third reading of the Bill was then put; 
and the Houfe divided. 

Ayes 48— Noes 46— A^yority 2. 

Mr. Sheridan then moved, that it be read a third time on 
this day three months ; when the Houfe again divided, 

Noes 54— Ayes 53— Majority 1. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the third 
reading be poftponed till the next day. 

Ayes 54—Noes 54. 

The numbers being equal, the Speaker gave a calling voice 
for the motion. 

SLAVE CARRYING BILL. 

The Houfe renewed the committee on the Slave Carrying 
Bill> when Mr. Wilberforce’s claufc for regulating the num¬ 
ber 
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ber of (laves in proportion to the tonnage, was objr&ed to by 
General Tarleton, an! a divifion being prefled upon it by 
General Smith, the Houfe was counted out.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, May 13. 

Several Bills were palled, but when that for voting tbc 
ufual fum to the commiflioners of the longitude was read, fra 
forma— 

The B'rjhop of Rochr/ler rofe, to exprc r s his convi£ion that 
there was nothing unfair or improper in the difpoiition of t e 
fum voted, although he wiftied that the particular appropriation 
of it had been laid before the public. He obferved that this 
board was inftituted in the reign uf Queen Anne, and from 
that period to the prefent had received the fum of 38,000!. ,of 
which 34,000]. had been given in the prefent reign. It was 
to he oblervcd alfo, thdt this by no meins interfered with the 
funis given as rewards to ingenious men, for their difeoveries 
in this fcicntific objc£t; and that they were at no great ex¬ 
pence was pretty obvious, for they merely publifhed af aluable 
work or two, Logarithmic Tables* the Nautical Almanack* See. 
butthefe, from their general requeft among our naval gentle¬ 
men, mule have paid their cxpences, elpecially as the Nautical 
Tables ufualJy came to a fecond edition. He therefore could 
with, without objecting to the prefent vote, that before the 
annual grants were repeated, fame ftatement might be had of 
the manner in which the latk had been expended. 

FINANCES. 

The order of the clay having been moved and read. 

The Earl Lauderdale in fubftance addrefled the Houle to 
the following effe£t: Much as I am accultojicd to addreft 
your lordfhips, it is with truth I a flu re you, that in rifing to 
call your attention to the fubjet 5 fc I am about to difeufs, I feel 
a degree of awe and anxiety wh ch I have experienced upon 
no former occafion. It proceeds in a great mcafuie from a 
fenle of the importance of the fubjeci; for, whatever difference 
of opinion may fubfiff between the noble lords in office and 
me in other re(pe£ts, I am convinced, that neither they nor 
any man, who has given the moft tranficnt attention to the 
papers before you, will differ from me in thinking, that * 
more important fubjeft of difcuilion never was fubmitied to 
your lordlhips* confideration. When we refleft on the man¬ 
ner in which the modern fvflcm of European politics h.»s inv* 
plicated the finance of every country with the nature and ex* 

iftenco 
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iftence of its government, the review of the comparative ftate of 
the public income and expenditure forms, perhaps every 
where, the moft important objed that can occupy the atten¬ 
tion of the politician: but in this country, and in the critical 
fttuation in which we are involved by his majefty’s minifter.% 
without fear of contradiction I think I may affirm, that a more 
interefting fubjedt of inveftigation never was prefented to this 
Houfe, nor to any other public aflembly. 

It is without affedtation too I allure your lordfhips, that 
the feeling of anxiety, generated by a confideration of the 
nature of the fubjedt, is in no fmal) degree augmented’by a 
fenfe of my own inability to cxcute the tafk. Unaccuitomcd 
till of late to attend to the minute details of finance, and com¬ 
pelled by a fenfe of duty to advance opinions in diredfc oppofi- 
tion to thofe who profefs to have fpent their lives in the ftudy 
of this intricate fcience, and who have eftablifhed their repu¬ 
tation upon the idea of their pofle/fing a fund of minute and 
technical knowledge on this topic; 1 fhould be confident in¬ 
deed if I did not feci fome apprehenfion in fubmitting my opi¬ 
nions their to criticifm, and to your lordfhips* confideration. 
Therein one ground of apprehenfion, however, incident to thofe 
who addrefs a public aflembly, which I cannot at prefent feel: 
I mean the apprehenfion that arifes from obferving the anxious 
attention of a crowded audience ; for when I contemplate the 
empty benches in your lordfhips* Houfe*, and compare this 
circumftance with the importance of the fubje<ft on which you 
are this day fummoned, I cannot help remarking, that a more 
difgraceful negledt of public duty never was exhibited upon 
any occafion. I fear it unfortunately proves, that there are 
many in this Houfe who can have paid no attention to the very 
ferious and interefting matter which is contained in the papers 
on your lordfhips* table $ and demonftrates with too great a 
certainty, that there are thole amongft us whofe habits have 
deprived them of all anxiety for the fate of their country ; for 
it is with fhame I refletf, that at the moment when you are 
here honouring me with your attention to calculations which 
fo nearly concern every individual among us, fo large a por¬ 
tion of the hereditary guardians of the people’s welfare are 
employing their faculties of calculation to eftimate the exa£t 
minute when, uninformed themfelves and uninftru£ted by the 
information of others, they may quit the frivolous purfuits of 
luxurious indolence to compliment the minifter with a vote—* 
with one of thofe confidential votes, a uniform fucceffion of 

• At this time only twenty-four peers Acre in the Houfe. 

which 
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which is perhaps the caufe of the fatal calamities this county 
has now to lament. 

Much indeed have we heard of plots and confpiraeics of the 
dangers attending the form and frame of our conftitution, 
from pamphlets, public meetings, and correfponding focieties; 
but it is luch conduft on the part of your lordfhips that I con* 
fidcr as alone pregnant with real danger to the ftate, and as 
tending to undermine in the minds of the people of England 
all refpedt for the houfes of parliament, all veneration for tht 
ancient forms of our conftitution. 

It was my wilh not to have introduced any topic extraneous 
from the immediate object of our debate: but I could not 
confidently with my duty be a witnefs to the flatc in which 1 
jfee your lordlhips’ houfe on this occafion, without remarking 
upon the apathy, perhaps the profligacy, of which this atten- 
dance exhibits but too evident a proof. 

Before I proceed to call yous attentions to papers which 
were moved for by niy noble friend ||, a recolledfion of the 
mode in which his conduft was commented upon in this houfe, 
and of the authentic manner in which thefe comments^have 
been fince handed to the public, makes it neceflary to ftate to 
your lordlhips the futility of the infmuation, that the noble 
marquis did not in his motion agitate the fubjedl you were led 
to expert, and to explain to you the rcafons why it falls to my 
lot to difeufs before you the expences of the prefenc war, and 
the debts and revenues of this kingdom. 

It mull be in the recollection of your lordfhips, that the 
fir ft and principal object held out to you by the noble marquis, 
when he originally mentioned this fubjecl in your houfe, was 
the departure from that fyitem of airangement ana economy fo 
ftrongly enforced in the reports of the commiflioners of ac¬ 
counts. When he arraigned the meafure, it was natural for 
him to wifli to prefect to your lordiliips’ view, and the public 
confideration, the confequenccs that enfued from it. It was 
in this point of view that my noble friend moved for the pa¬ 
pers on your tabic, that you might iee the fatal effects of the 
departure from thole regulations, and of the contempt of thofe 
falutary reftraints which the forms of parliament and the law 
of the land have placed on the public expenditure. But, when, 
he faw the extent of the materials on the table of the houfe, he 
judged, and judged well, that to comprifc the whole of the 
lubjeft in the diicuffion of one day would have been incon- 
iiftem with that delire he had of exhibiting to the public, in 
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the clcireft and mod diftincl point of view, topics fo materially 
interciting to the welfare, pet haps to the exigence, of the 
itate. The divilion my noble friend adopted was that which 
naturally patented itfeU :—to ilifcufs, in the firft inftance, the 
caufes of our calamities; auJ, in the fecond, to exhibit the 
effefts they have produced. As the more important con- 
federation, he called your attention to the firit of thefe fubjefts ; 
1 regret, for the fake of the public, that the partiality of my 
noble fj iend has placed the fecond in my hands. This ar¬ 
rangement however of the bulinefs was the courfe that pru¬ 
dence would hav^ dictated to any man; and it mud have 
more forcibly fuggeflcd icfclf to the noble marquis, who could 
not but recoiled rhe pains and the attention which he, as well 
as the late Marquis of Rockingham, bellowed, at the dole of 
the American war, on the means of preventing fuch abufes 
in future ; who mull have feen with a lion i foment, the total 
deviation from that folemn pledge which he, in conjundiou 
with the prefent firlt lord of the Treufury, gave to the public 
in the fpeech which they put into the mouth of their fovereigu 
in the year 1782*. 

The topics my noble friend upon that day difeufled before 
your lordfoips, though flippantly undervalued in the com¬ 
mencement of the ipeech given to the public by the noble 
baron t* were of rhemoft grave and important nature. The 
negledt of the mcafure recommended by the commiffioners of 
accounts ; the total contempt of the Appropriation Aft ; the 
new inftitution of barracks ; of a Secretary of Sratc’s Office ; 
a Tranfport Board, and the additional appointments in every 
department; the unparalleled amount of cxtraordinarics in 
the army and navy, are fubjefts of fuch a nature, that to 
lcllen their confequence in the public eftimation, was an at- 

* I mull recommend to you an immediate attention the gre t objects of the 
public receipt* anJ expenditure, and aoovc all, to the Rate of the public debt. Not- 
withftandmg the gieat incrcafc of it during the war, ir i% to be hoj cJ fuj» regula¬ 
tions may be Rill iftdMiJhcd, fuch facings made, and futusc luani fo conducted, 
aa to promote the means of itr, gradual redemption by a fixed crmrlc of pav ment. 
I mull, with 1 art.cular carmitncL, diRinguiih tor your fc’ious confiucrjtion, 
that part of the debt which c«»n» tU of navy, ordnance, and Victualling bilb : the 
enoimous Jifcount upon fomc ol tilde bill* /hews tUi» mode of payment to be a 
xnoft ru’ a nous rxjcdicnr. 

“1 have crdcieJ the frvcr.i» rftimates, made up as correctly as the piefcnt prac¬ 
tice admit*, to be laid before j^u. I hope that fuch further corrections a* ma> be 
lifccffary, w.H be made before the next vear. 1: is mv deiirc that you fhould be 
apprifed of every cxni , ii , «* before it is incurieJ, a*> far a- the nature of each fcrvicc 
can poflibly'admit. Manets of a:couu; con never bo made Loo public.— K\r.£t 
fyct*b 9 1 December 5th, 1 7? a. 

f herd A acid and. 
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tempt as bold as it will be inefficacious. But the noble lord, 
not choofwg to meet my noble friend upon fuch an invefti- 
gation, quarrels with certain expreffions and opinions, which 
he feels it M a facred duty incumbent on him to refift, as far 
as God has given him faculties.” Thefe opinions, however, 
I muft obferve, with all aue refpedl for the faculties beftowed 
on him, it will be difficult for him to controvert. My noble 
friend ftated, that our trade was reduced to a dependance on 
the very warfare which is fundamentally deftroying it; and 
that our refources were fo exhaufted, as to force us to the 
wretched expedient of reviving taxes which were a few years 
fince repealedproportions, which the noble baron did 
wifely to difmifs with epithets, rather than to contravert by 
argument. 

It would indeed be-difficult to overthrow opinions which 
muft pervade the minds of the people, when they refled that 
the war expenditure of laft year * amounts to a fum almoft 
equal to the total value of both the imports and exports of 
this country in the year 1787 ; and when they recoiled, that 
fince the commencement of the prefent war, taxes have been 
laid on commodities on which the duties had been lovyred, 

* WAR EXPENCE 1795. 

Navy. 


Eftimate 

Navy debt Incurred 1795, about - - 

Received for the fcrvice of the navy from the vote of credit 

£6,055,523 

7,500,000 

17^373 

Army. 

Eftimate 

Dcdudt Landgrave's debt 

Total Navy 

m 

£. 13,726,896 

£.8,610,390 

68,850 

Extraordinarics 1795 

Received from vote of credit 

m 

8,541, 40 
5057*731 
2,2c 0,000 


Total Army 

£• » 5 . 799 , 27 * 


Ordnance. 

• £• 1*36,804 

- 202,421 

• - 765,046 

• - 40,000 

'■ * 
Total OrJ nance £, 2,34 x ,271 

Total Navy, Army, and Ordnance, £. 31,867,438. 

The war rxpcnct* 1795 was (baled by Lord Grenville as not exceeding twentr-fi* 
or tweuty-feven] millions.—By Lord Auckland, loofely, at a much (mailer fum. 

Vol. IV. 1796. 3'^Y to 


Ertimate 

Exceeding fca fcrvicc 1795 
Ditto land fcrvice 1795 
Received from vote of credit 
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to the extent of one million nine hundred and fifty-two thoufand 
pounds *. Yet in the fpccch given to the public, with little 
more than a few exclamations of difguft at the opinions of 
my noble friend* is all that mafs of important matter, de¬ 
tailed to you upon a former occafion, parted over without 
animadverfion. I confefs it excites my curiofity, to fee whe¬ 
ther the noble lord will this day as flippantly condemn, and 
as fuperficially inveftigate, the lefs important confutations 
which it falls to my lot to fubmit to you. 

My lords, it is only when compared with the fubjeft my 
noble friend brought before you, that, in fpeaking on the 
detail of our finances, I can think of uftng the te;m lefs im¬ 
portant . Forthofo who have confidered how fatal to tne in¬ 
terior policy of every government derangement in finance has 
proved; who recolledt the confpicuous fhare which it had in 
- producing the fall of the Roman empire j and who have fecn 
its recent effe&s in the origin and progrefs of the French re¬ 
volution, muft fympathize with me in faying, that there is no 
fubjedt I can confidcr more interefting, except the caufcs that 
have fatally produced the gloomy profpecl which the unpleafant 
duty this day will oblige me to uitplay. 

We in this houfc are accuftomed to hear noble lords in office 
dilate upon a fubjeff, which, on my confcience I believe, there 
is jio one in this country but themfclvcs who would think of 
introducing: I mean the advantages this nation has acquired in 
r the prefint war , and the JuccrJJ'es that have attended cur arms . 
But, 1 believe, even amongft them, there is not one who will 
bedifpofed to compare our fucccfles with thofc of the French 
in the war ending with the peace in 1783 ; yet the derange¬ 
ment of their finances (created in the mom; nt of their greateft 
profperity, exhibiting a deficit fmaller th. u what I ai*? afraid 
truth will compel me to ftate to y-our lordlhips as exifting in 
this country) levelled a prouder nobility than that I have the 
honour to addrefs, and a clergy in power and opulence far 
furpaffing thofe 1 fee before me. When we look back to thole 


• Taxes that ha*e laic! on various articles during the war, on which the 
duties had been lowered ‘.>r the Lkc of revenue during the laft peace. 


1 794 Additional duty on bp:rits 
j795 Ditto taken for 
—— Vpon Tea 7I. 10 j cr cent. 

.-On Wine 

1796 T&bacco 
■ Wine 


£.*43,003 
159,000 

180, ICO 
500 000 
170,000 
6 co,or o 



£ 1 952,000 


times. 
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times, we derive alfo, from a recollection of the fituation of 
this country, leffons that ought to be ufeful at the prefent 
moment. Was it the fuccceTs of the French arms that re¬ 
duced us almoft to fue for peace to the enemy ? No, my lords ; 
there is no man who does not remember, that, to the credit 
and 7 honour of our navy, at no period of our hiftory were its 
fuccefles more brilliant and glorious. The fatal and carelefs 
profufion in our expenditure, which diftin^uifhed that period, 
was in reality the foie caufe of the humiliating fituation of that 
day. Amongft the many who then loudly cenfured the ex¬ 
travagance and profufe expenditure, there was none who 
with more relentlefs and unforgiving rancour condemned the 
conduCl of thofc who had occafioned it, than the prefent mi- 
nifter. From his affcCted purity, from the folemn pledges he 
had given in the report from the committee of the Houfc of 
Commons on finance, of which he was a member, and in the 
fpecch made by his majefty in the year 1782, when he was a 
minifter, we had reafon to expeCt fomething more of caution 
and economy in the conduCt of our expediture. Unfortunately 
. however for this country, the evils then complained^f, and 
principally cenfured, have in this war been carried under his 
aufpices to an extent unparrallcled in the annals of that sera. 
The money voted by parliament on eftimate in the laft three 
years of the war with F ranee, Spain, Holland, and America; 
but that expenditure, by means of votes of credit and extra* 
ordinaries, fo much cenfured as the caufe of our difficulties, 
has been carried to a far greater and more alarming exccfs. 
In three years ending 1780, the total eftimared expence of the 
army, navy, and ordnance amounted to the fum of twenty - 
feven millions one hundred and fixry thoufand pounds, in 
the three years including 1705, the expence voted by eftimate 
amounted to thirty-five millions five hundred and fourteen 
thoufand pounds *. But the excefs is proportionably much 


# Money voted on F.ftimate in the years 
1778-9-80. 


Army 

Navy 

Oidnjncc 

177 *. 

L' 3 43*1096 
4,00189 s 
382,816 

§ 


7,816,807 

Army 

Navy 

Oidnance 

* 779 - 

4,013,189 

4,589.069 

395.459 



*. 997.697 


3 


greater 

Money on Eftimate in 1793 4-5. 


Army 

Navy 

Ordnance 

*793- 

£. 3,630,694 
3.596,9*5 
7*9.453 



7,7S7P6i 

Aimy 

Navy 

Ordnance 

1794. 

m 

5.6*7.755. 

5.5*5.53* 

701,736 



11/354,822 

' 2 


Army 
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greater in the money expended without an eftimate being pre- 
vioufly fubmittcd to parliament; for we have the mortifica¬ 
tion to fee, that the total amount of uneftimatcd expence in 
the three yearsending 17801 was nineteen millions one hun¬ 
dred and feventy-four thoufand pounds ; whereas in the three 
years ending 1795, it has arifen to th:- enormous fum of thirty- 
one millions three hundred and eighty-fix thoufand pounds, 
making an excefs of upwards of twelve millions in this latter 
period, expended in the manner which was Hated as fo alarm¬ 
ing, and which is confidered by the belt informed men who 


Army 

Navy 

Ordnance 

Total 1778 

— *779 

— 

1780. 

*» 

4,384,693 

5,503,184 

458,136 

Army 

Navy 

Ordnance 

Total 1793 

- 1794 

- >795 

> 795 * 

8,410,390 
6*3x5 5*3 
1,176,804 

10,346,113 

> 5 > 9 °*> 7>7 

7,816,807 

8 > 997> 6 97 

10,346,113 

7 , 7 S 7 .c 6 i 

11,854,822 

1 S. 9 '*. 7'7 

£.27,160,61? 

35 , 514 , 60 t 

Money without Ertimatc in 1778-9-80 1 

.Vonry without tllmiate in 17534.5* 
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Army 

— 
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Army 
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Navy 

— 

2,172,033 

Navy 

— 

3 ^ 7^575 

Ordnance 

— 

52i,936|Ordnance 

— 

701,2S1 
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4,894,191 



5,612,27* 


* 779 - 



1794 * 


Army 

— 

3,026,137 

Army 

— 

5,603,968 

Nivy 

— 

3 »> S2 .* 7 i 

Navy 

— 

3,590,23* 

Ordnance 

— • 

501,466 

Ordnance 


1,291,348 



6 > 799. 8 74 
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3,418,806 
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Navy 
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7,008,940 
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— 
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have treated upon the fubjeft, as fo deftrudive of all parlia¬ 
mentary controul and constitutional principles. * 

The confequences have been fuch as we might naturally ex¬ 
pert. fn proportion as the negleft of forms and the relaxation 
from the regular parliamentary mode of providing for the pub¬ 
lic expenditure have increafed, the enormous expence of the 
war, in which we have been involved, has augmented: the 
expences of the American war up to the year 1781 amounted 
to the fum of fifty-three millions ; but we have now to regret, 
that in the profecution of the prefent we have already created 
an addition to our funded debt of ninety-three millions, and 
loaded the people of this country, opprefled with taxation, with 
the additional fum of four millions five hundred thoufaand 
pounds annually, f 


* Extracts from the report of the Commifcc of the Houfe of Commons 178*, 
of which Mr. Pitt was a nvmhi r .* 

4< \ our committee cannot help ohfcrvmg, that the enormous amount of ex- 
tram dirv.iries in the forego, ng at count, inclined without the confent of parliament, 
is uc abnfeof the moft alarming natuir, enabling minifter** to deceive the nation, 
hv keeping l>Jvk the gtcat expence of the war, and tom-callng iheirbyxhc extent 
cf it a engagements. It has been ftatrd b\ parliament, when the object wni in- 
^onfideraKc to what it wa^ at pirlent, as j dangerous invafion of the rights, 
and 1'ttlc discing horn levying money without the confent of parliammt. TJvj 
debt is not only incurred, hut p.d.l alio, In the foie authority of the mimlicr, and 
that too out of money apniopriated to othci lervicc,-,, leaving no option to the Houfe 
when the account comes hefbie them.” 

Exti ail from Hatfei s PrcceJents of Proceedings In the Hotfc of Commons, 
Title Supply. 

fi Th 're was a degree of rcyl*pence or rxtiavngincce. or both, in thofe who had 
thevomlutf of the war dcpaitnnri?, which i*'nuereil all th * votes of the houfe of 
Commons, or bills foi appi opr Tiling the luppl.is, ridiculous and nugjfory, Th® 
fum> demanded upon the Ikmj t<l txtrjordinaiic. oi the army incuired and not 
rovided for, during this perod, fell not very much fliort of the whole lum voted 
y parliament upon eftimate for that fervicc ; nay, in the year 17S2 they appear 
to liavc a&cally exceeded them. This wis fuch a ftiame/ul proititution of th® 
money of the public, th it, though perhaps the dilfcmce, and magnitude, and na- 
tu e cf the A me: h - an war might be pleaded as fomc alleviation and cxcufe forth® 
general., abroad who commanded, or for the minifters at home, who ought to have 
•ontrouled thefe commanders, nothing can juftify the Houfe of Commons who 
permitted thi; practice to continue uninterrupted through leveral feilions ; and whofc 
more immednte duty it was to have examined into the contracts and other fenricet 
pretended to have been performed, and to have pointed out and punched thofe frauds 
and abufes which were afterwards with no great difficulty dcte&ed by the com* 
imfiioner* ol pubic accounts." 

■J-AMOUNT OF THI TAXES WHICH H/VE BEEN LAID UTON TAX ?IO- 
PII (DURING THE COURSE OF TKX PRESENT WAX. 

1793 - 287,0001. 

179+ — 911,0001. 

1795 — 1,644,0001. 

1795 — 938,00c!. 

1796 740,000), 


Budg-t 


Dec. 

April 



4,520,000!. 


Under 
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Under thefe circumfiances it was with aftonifhment.I heard 
detailed to your lordfhips, with furprife I have Teen handed to 
an opprefled people, a confoling ftatement of certain public 
circumftances in the years 1795-6, when compared with the 
years 1783-4 On the fairnel's of the fele£tion of the year 
1783 for fuch a comparifon I fliall have much to fay to 
your lordfhips : at prefent I (hall only remark, that whether 
fair or unfair, it was admirably fuited to the convenience of 
the noble lord who made the ftatement. Had he felc£led any 
of the years during the laft war, we fhould have been able to 
have quoted his own authority for the flourishing fituation of 
the finance at that time, fnotwithftanding the calamitous ftate 
to which we know our revenue was foon reducedJ and to have 
contrafted it with the opinions he holds on the ftate of the 
finance at prefent. In the year 1789 the noble lord taught 
us to believe, “ that the rife in the excife and cuftoms, evin- 
“ cing the extent of home confumption, implied an increasing 
“ produce and a quick circulationj and that every known 
** criterion as well as every external appearance concurred in 
“ prrf 1 ing the quantity of money within the country to be un- 
“ ufually great.”f In the year 1783, however, the noble 
lord palled a transient moment with us in oppofiiion ; and the 
impreflion under which his notes of that day were formed, 
whilft it renders them convenient for his prefent purpofe, will 
perhaps account for the fort of ftatement he has produced. For 
though the noble lord declares “ that it was not his wiSb, even 
u if he had power to accomplish it, to lead you or the public 
“ into opinions of the fituation of the country more favourable 
“ than the truth would jultify j” I muft afl’ert that a ftatement 
more ftrained in its items, more calculated to deceive by its re- 
fult, never was exhibited upon any occafion. 

He begins by calling your lortuhips attention to a compari¬ 
fon of the price of three per cent, confols at thefe two periods. 
Perhaps it may occur to you, that as he fclefled the 2d of May 
1796, he might have looked at the price of ftocks on the 2d of 
May 1783, before he proceeded to ftate the price of 3 per 
Cents. January 1784. Perhaps you may with me think, that 
in the beginning of this comparative ftatement he might have 
at leaft fuggefted, that in May 1733 the price of 3 per cents, 
actually was 68. But I aru fu-e you will agree with me in 
thinking, that in contrafting the price of India flock at thefe 
two period*, he exhibits to us confiftency, and difplays a con¬ 
tinuation of the fame difpofition to fairnefs, in totally neglefling 
X» ftate, that in May 1783 the price of India flock was 138 

£.-c Auckland’s !.:te: tu l*orti Cailifr. 

and 
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and that the Eaft-India company, authorifed by parliament, 
and enabled by the fums of money called in from the proprie¬ 
tors, have fince that period increafed their dividend two and 
one-quarter per cent. So that, if the increafe arifing from the 
additional dividend was taken from the prefent price of the 
ftock, it would leave it on the 2d of May 1796 fomewhere 
about j68; and inftead of exhibiting an account of India 
ftock 1784, at 121, and in May 1796 at 209, he muft have 
fuggefkd that the price of India ftock was 138, and that, in¬ 
dependent of the augmentation of dividend, it could not be* 
fairly ftated in May 1796 at more than 168. 

7 'hc noble lord next proceeds to ftate to you the increafe 
of exports and imports that has of late years taken place. I 
know it is a favourite dofirine to build conclufions on the ftate 
of our commerce and revenue upon this ground ; but 1 much 
doubt the folidity of them. Without commenting on the 
known and avowed inaccuracy with which thefe accounts 
more particularly that of our exports, are formed, there is much 
in the prefent circumftances of the country, and in the reduced 
trade of our enemy, that leads me to think it a temporary and 
not a permanent augmentation; and there is no perfon who 
has confidcred with accuracy the public accounts beforf you, 
who can think that it proves any thing with regard to the pro¬ 
bable ftate of the revenue. The total value of the exports and 
imports in 1795 exceeds the total value of the exports and 
imports in 1791 by feven millions; but inftead of finding that 
there has arilen from this any incrccfe of revenue, the taxes 
cxifting in 1751 hav r e fallen fbort in 1795 to the extent of up¬ 
wards of eight hundred thoufand pounds. 

With regard to the cotton wool, the importation of which 
has fo much increafed, one would have imagined that, in this 
inftance at lcaft, the fact might have fatisfied the noble lord : 
but inftead of five millions of pounds, which he ftates to be the 
annual importation for five years, I think I can fay from fomc 
authority, that the importation in 1783 was feven millions 
eight hundred thoufand pounds; and that the average importa¬ 
tion of the five preceding years exceeded confiderably fe\en 
millions of pounds. 

On the noble lord’s ftatement of the exports of Britilh mer¬ 
chandize to India, I have only to fay, that if I recoiled! right, 
the exports of merchandize 1795 6 were computed at one 
million one hundred thoufand, inftead of two millions two hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds. 1 muft alfo on the fubjeft of the Eail 
India revenues quote the right honourable gentleman at the 
head of the board of coutrou!, in oppofitioa to the noble lord. 
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By him the net produce of India revenue was efiimatcd in the 
year 1795 at one million four hundred thoufand pounds; 
though the noble lord, with a fyftematic perfeverance in that 
fairnefs with which his comparative ftatement is formed, efti- 
mates it at two millions fix hundred thoufand pounds. With¬ 
out entering, however, into minute details of the affairs of the 
Eaft India company, to which I certainly have paid no great 
attention, let me only fuggeft to the noble lord, and to the 
public, that the improvement made in the flock, per compu¬ 
tation, amounts fince the year 1783, as appears by the papers 
before parliament, to the fum of two millions feven hundred 
and fixty-five thoufand pounds: the receipt of the company 
from the proprietors during that period is nearly five millions J: 
a circumllance which gives no very favourable impreffion of 
the great improvement in the affairs of the Eaft India company 
fince the year 1783. 

The next fubjedt to which the noble lord has adverted, is a 
comparifon of the amount of the permanent taxes on a three 
years average to the fifth of January 1784, with what he calls 
the amount of the fame raxes after making all allnvanees for the 
interm^late changes and at rangementi of the revenue on a three 
years average to the 5th of January 1785. The former he 
flates to be nine millions, eight hundred and ftventy fix thou¬ 
fand pounds; the latter, twelve millions three hundred and 
eighty-one thoufand pounds. I fhould have conceived that, 
if in other refpecls this fpecies of comparifon had been unex¬ 
ceptionable, it might have occurred to the noble lord that the 
public could fee no great caufe ot triumph in the revenue of 
the country producing fomething more in the three firft years 
of this war, with all the improvements in our manufa£tures, 
than it did in a period of three years when we were reduced by 
fix years war, the mod general in which this country was 
ever engaged, and bulore the tide of commercial tranfactions 
could have refumed its wonted channels. 


t Stock per computation 1796—Balance in favour of thecompam 6,734,164!, 
Ditto 17S3—-Ditio —• ' 7,968,4Sil«. 


Incrcafcd balance in favour of the company — 1,76^,783!. 


Received by the company in 1788 on an incrcafcd capit.il of 
8oo,ocp\. af rg^ per cent. 

Ditto—*789 on ditto f/x.0,0 cl. at 170 per ce 
Ditto—I /93 on ditto i,ooj,ccoL at 200 per cent. 


7 ,» 4 %COOl. 
1,700,000!. 
2,0 -,0, cool. 


4,940,0^0!. 

From that take 2,765,783!. the incrcafcd balance as ab .ve —» 2,76^,7831. 


2,174,2171. 

Bui 
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But it requires little examination indeed to <!'.(cover, that 
this article in the noble lord's comparative view of circum- 
ftances, is framed in the fpirit which animated him in forming 
for your lordfhips* information tbofe on which I Have already 
had occafion to comment. 

The exifting taxes before the American war, on an average 
of nine years to Michaelmas 1782*, produced eight millions 
one hundred and forty-four thoufand pounds. I11 the year 
ending Michaelmas 1782, the produce of the feme taxes was 
(even millions eight hundred ana ninety-feven thoufand pounds; 
and in one year ending Michaelmas 1783, they produced only 
fix millions nine hundred and thirty-three thoufand pounds. 
Thus, in the commencement of the three years with fuch im- 
partiality feleded for this comparifon, we find that the produce 
of the old taxes had decreafed two hundred and forty-fix thou¬ 
fand pounds below their produce on an average of the nine an¬ 
tecedent years. And towards the condufion of thefe favourite 
three years the produce of the fame taxes fell fhort one million 
two hundred and ten thoufand pounds. In one refped I think 
it was inconfiftent with the noble lord's circumfpedic# and 
prudence to call your attention to the produce of the taxes at 
this particular period. For when the public recoiled, that 
this great diminution of upwards of one million in the produce 
of the revenue happened immediately oil the conclufion of the 
laft peace, perhaps they may anticipate with fome degree of 
dread what will be the probable lltuatidn of oUr revenue, 
when the prejudices of our minifters can be fo far fubdued as 
to engage them to reftore peace to this exhaufted country. 
Before I quit this article, I muft alfo obferve to your lordfhips, 
that the noble lord ought, for your fatisfadion and that of the 
public, to have given fomc explanation in what manner thefe 
allowances were made for intermediate charges and arrange¬ 
ments in the revenue, which he had in his contemplation 
when he dates the produce of the taxes exifting in 1784 to 
amount in three yearsending January 1785 to upwards of 
twelve millions. 1 am difpofed to prefs this the more, becaufe 
I believe that if proper allowances are made for the exafe on 
wines in 1786, and the “onfolidating the cuftoms in 1787, 
for the increafe on hom -id Britifh fpirits, in carrying into 
effed the treaty with France, farming the poftvhorfe tax, ex- 
cife on tobacco, diminution on the charges of management at 
the bank and fouih fea houfc, together with the effeds of the 
fmuggling ad, the commutation and manifeft ad, it will be 

* S tt Dr. Price*! to hi* State of the Public Debt 1783. 

VoIm IV. 1796. 2 Z diffi'w 



5jS WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. |Lo*r;- 

difficult, or rather impoffibie, to defend the ftatement he has 
made. 

The next cdnfoling circumftance which we are called to 
contemplate is the navy debt in December 1783, and on the 
fecond of May 1796. The firft is ftated by the noble lord to 
be fifteen millions five hundred thoufand pounds ; the laft, 
two millions three hundred thoufand pounds. How this futn 
is obtained, or can be fairly ftated as the exifting navy debt, I 
confefs myfelf at a lofs to difcover. The fum left unprovided 
for on December 31ft, 1795, is equal to the exifting navy debt 
in December 1792, which I think I recolleft was fomewhere 
about two millions feven hundred thoufand pounds. The 
bills regiftered on the courfe of the navy, between the 31ft of 
December 1795 and the 31ft of March 1796, as appears from 
the papers on your lordftups' table, amount to the fum of two 
millions eight hundred thoufand pounds But if the noble 
lord, inftead of fclc&ing the fecond of May 1796, had made 
the comparifon between the navy debt outstanding December 
1783 and December 1795, it would have prefented to your 
lordlhips’eye, and that of the public, a very different account. 
You*.vould have feen that, if at the former period it was fifteen 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds, it amounted at the lat¬ 
ter to thirteen millions eight hundred'thoufand pounds ; and 
if he had chofen by anticipation to have given your lordfhips a 
view of what may be the probable ftate of the navy debt in 
December 1796, if it increafes in the fime proportion in which 
it appears to have increafed by the papers before you during 
the firft three months of the prefent year *, it will then, toge¬ 
ther with what was left unprovided for at the end of lait year, 
amount to the fum of thirteen millions nine hundred thoufand 
pounds. Indeed the noble lord mult hitnfelf know, that in 
fele&ing the fecond of May 1796, he has chofcn almoft the 

dav 

** 

% 

% Navy debt left unprovided 31ft of December j 79 5 — 3,745.9011. 

Ku\y Bills regiftered befure the 31ft of March 1796 — 3,822,3891. 

Total ' 5,568,38'!. 

* Navy office, 32 d April, 1796. 

An account of Navy, Vi&aallSRg, and Tranfporc Bilk regiftered fince 31ft 

December, 1795. 

Navy Bills — — 1,017,1301. 12s. 8d. 

Vidhi .tiling Bills — — *> r 49 , 395 ^ Hf* 6d. 

Tranfpert Bills — — 75^,763!. io>. 4-d. 

Total 2,822,389!. 14s. 6d. 

Examined R. P. 

A. S. Hamowndj Wm* Rile, Cco # Marlh, Gwu Roger*, W. Punier, W- 

Bellingham. 
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day of the year the moft favourable for this ftrange compara¬ 
tive account of the navy debt which he has exhibited. 

In the comparifon the noble lord has made of the bank advan¬ 
ces to the public, afraid left in any one inftance the year 1783 
fliould have the advantage, however inconfiderable, of the 
year 1796, he has provided himfelf with a private account of 
the amount of advances May 2d 1796; for if he had confined 
himfelf to the various documents before parliament on this 
fubjetft, he would have been obliged to have ftated to you that 
the advances made by the bank amounted on the 12th of 
September 1795 to the fum of eleven millions eight hundred 
thoufand pounds ; on the 9th of December 1795 to the fum of 
twelve millions two hundred thoufand pounds ; and on the 31ft 
of December to the fum of eleven millions fix hundred thui- 
fand pounds: in every inftance exceeding the amount of the 
advance in 1783. Inftatingthe advances of the bank in the 
year 1783* tnc noble lord has not explained whether he included 
the navy bills at that time in pofleflion of the bank. If he 
did, your lordfhips will eafily fee that, to make the compa¬ 
rifon wirh any degree of fairnels, there muft be a further fum 
added to the balances in 1795 equal to the amount of tljfc va¬ 
lue of navy bills at that time in the pofleflion of the bank. 

My Lords, the next article in this account exceeds every 
thing on which I have hitherto had occafion to remark: it is 
to me as unintelligible as it is impofliblc for me to comprehend 
how any man can prefume to come forward with (u:h a ftate- 
merit to your lordfhips or the public. The unfunded debt is 
reprefented as amounting in January 1794 to twenty-feven 
millions—May 2d 179b it is ftated as nothing. What then 
has become of the balance of eleven millions due to the bank, 
which the noble lord has antecedently ftated to you ? Has he 
totally forgotten, or can he expert that you will forget, that 
-after all his ft rained ingenuity in frittering down the exifting 
navy debt, he has confefled that the fum due May 2d 1796, is 
two millions three hundred thoufand pounds ? Hut let me once 
more entreat your lordfhips attention to a plain ftatement of 
what would have been the (hape of this account, if the noble 
lord had fele&ed for his comparifon the fame month in 1796 he 
had chofen in 1784. In January 1796 the articles of navy 
debt,* bank advances, arrears due to the army, ;i.id the defi¬ 
ciency of the confolidated fund, as appears from the accounts 
on your table, alone amount*to twenty-feven millions five 

3Z 2 hundred 
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hundred thoufapd pounds ;* exceeding by five huudred thou- 
land pounds the total of the outstanding unfunded debt in 
January 1784 ; which your lordfhips will permit me to re¬ 
mind you was after the conclufion of a fix years war iff notori- 
pus and reprobated extravagance. 

The finking fund is the next objed to which your attention 
is called, in 178 4 you are told then, was no finking fund ; in 
1796 you are informed it amounted to two millions five hund¬ 
red thoufand pounds. If at cither period a finking fund is 
talked of to hold out any idea of furplus, f it can only tend to 
deceive. In 1783 t ere was a thing called a finking fund, and 
in 1796 there is a thing called a finking fund; but in reality, 
inftcad of pofle fling any furplus in the former year, there was a 
loan of twelve millions; in the latter, two loans amounting to 
twenty-five millions five hundied thoufand pounds. And al¬ 
low me in palling to remark to your lordfhips, that notwith* 
ftandinp the vaunting ftjtement which has been made to the 
public of the low rate of iuicrcft at which money was this year 
borrrovved ; as far as I can judge from a curfory view of the 
budget in 1783, the public was loaded with afmallcr perman¬ 
ent nj^ereft lor the twelve millions borrowed by Lord John 
Cavendifh, than for the firft loan negotiated this year-—though 
in this latter period taxes weie alto irrpofed for the purpofe of 
providing a finking fund, of one {hilling and fixpence for every 
hundred pounds borrowed. 

I now come to the concluding and undoubtedly the moft 
important article in this comparifon. The noble lord ftates 
* c the amount of revenue (including the land and malt) Lelciv 
u the computed expenditure on a peace eftablifliment of fifteen 
€i millions in 1783 at two millions. And the amount of re- 
? c venue (including the land and malt) above the computed 
€< expenditure on a fimilar peace eftablifliment, with the ad- 
? c dition of jncreafed charges for the debt incurred by the pre- 
u fentwar, I795>three millions four hundred thoufand pounds/* 
This flatement derives its importance not fo much from the 
comparifon it exhibits, as from the fad it advances, that if wc 
were fortui.ate enough now to experience the bleflings of 
peace, there would be an adual furplus of three millions four 


* Bank Advance, December J 795 — 11,275,3861. 

Navy Debt, December 1795 — 13,000,000’. 

Arrears due to the Aimy, J*: uary i, 1796 — 1,065,576!. 

Deficiency of the confolniatAi luo^ — 2,200,ocoL 

< TotJ 27,540,962!. 

hundred 
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hundred thoufand pounds. Before however I proceed to ex¬ 
hibit the fallacy which this holds forth, I muft detain vour 
lordfhips by remarking on the form of the proportion and on 
the nuture of the premifes. I am difpofed to cenfure the form 
of the proportion, becaufe it holds out to you, for tne firft time 
iince the linking fund has been eftab.ifhed, that its produce is 
to be deemed a furplus difpofable like any other furplus at the 
will of parliament; inftead of confidering it, as it hitherto has 
been, and, 1 trull, for the welfare and the credit of this coun¬ 
try, ever will be treated, as forming as much'a part of our ne- 
cellary expenditure as the navy, army, or ordnance. With 
the premifes upon which this proportion proceeds 1 cannot 
agree; fori can conceive nothing more calculated to delude 
than to (fate to this country that there extils a potlibility of 
our peace expenditure amounting to fo /mall a fum as fifteen 
millions. '1 he noble lo r d mult know that the committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, in the year 1786, repotted that tne 
peace eftahlifhment, including the finking fund, would be 
fifteen millions four hundred and fevcnry-cighr thoufand 
pounds; and the committee faw no profpect of the afliirs of 
the country being in fuen a fixation as to get upon thiiy^ace 
eftabliihment till the year 1791, that is, the eighth yeftafter 
the conclufion of the late war. But when the vear iygj arri¬ 
ved, the noble lord knows that another committee of the Houfe 
of Commons declared they did not conceive a pollibility of 
forming a peace cftablilhmrnt thatihould oft Ief$ than about 
fixtecu millions annually; and that inftead of foretelling the 
period, as the former committee had done, when the country 
could confine its expenditure within fo narrow bounds, they 
did not even pretend to forefee the time when our expences 
could be fo far diraini&ed. When the noble ford Hates fifteen 
millions to you as ) our probable peace eftabliftiment, he knows 
alfo, or he ought to know, that the average annual-amount of 
our expence fiom the year 1786 to the year 1791, as ftjtrd fo 
the report of the Houle of Commons, was hxtecn millions 
jeight hundred and fixtecn thoufand nine hundred and eightv- 
five pounds ; and that in reality I might ftate it at a much 
larger fum without fear of contradiction.* Yet in the face of 
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all thefe fafls, without any wift, as heftates,* to lead you into 
opinions more favourable than the truth will juftify* the noble 
lord holds out the profpeft of your entering on an immediate 
peace eftablifhment of fifteen millions, at a time too when he 
inuft fee with certainty that the increafed half-pay of the army 
and navy, the expences incident to barrack*, the various new 
profufe arrangements in all the departmeivts, the eftablilhmcnt 
of a third Secretary of State, inftituted for the purpofe of ac¬ 
commodating one noble lord, and telegraphs ere&ed with a per¬ 
manent eftoblifhment for the amufement of another noble lord, 
inuft occafion an additional expenditure of at leaft five hundred 
thoufand pounds annually. 
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Having ftated to your lordfhips my objeftion to the premia 
fes, on which is founded the allertion, that there will exift in 
the event of an immediate peace a furplus of three millions 
four hundred thoufand pounds; I muft now beg to call your 
attention to th* explanation given of the condufion which has 
been drawn. 1 lament indeed, when a noble lord* on a former 
day dated to this Houfe the grounds he had for n it agreeing 
in thinking that there could pollibly exift fuch a furplus, that 
the unfortunate abfcnce of the noble baron + deprived me of 
an opportunity of hearing his explanation. I have however 
to rejoice that I heard the explanation of the fecretary of 
date Xj authorized by him to deliver it, as well as that of 
another noble lord, whofe character for knowledge on theCe 
points made it more particularly interefting §. 

To the noble fecretary of ftate I will recapitulate the ex¬ 
planation he then gave on the fubject of the furplus ttated by the 
noble lord :—Inftcad of eftimating the future produce of the 
taxes by the aftual receipt of this year, he chofe to take an 
average of the three years ending the 5th of January, 1796 : 
to this, which amounts to thirteen millions five hundred and 
forty-two thoufand thiee hundred and three pounds*, he added 
one hundred and twenty-eight thoufand pounds, the produce 
of the old tax on bills and receipts included in the papers on 
your table during all the three years, in the receipt of the new 
duties ; and twenty-three thoufand three hundred and thirty- 
three pounds, the third of fevency thoufand pounds, the amount 
of the old paper duty, included in the ftatement before you in 
the new taxes of laft year; and forty thoufand, the third of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds paid laft year as 
bounties to teamen, which, though undoubtedly received at 
the Cuflom-Houle, does not appear in the grofs receipt on 
your table. This, together with thirty-two thoufand pounds, 

♦Lord M0I1 a* f Loid Auckland. J Lord Cren\illc. § Lord Hawkdbury. 
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the (hare of the fifty-third week, he ftated as amounting to 
thirteen millions (even hundred and fixty-four or live thoufand 
pounds : to this the noble lord added two millions five hun¬ 
dred and fifty-eight thoufand pounds, the produce of the land 
and m .It tax, as eftimated by the committee of the Houfe of 
Commons ; he alfo took into his account two hundred and 
fifty thoufand, the eftimated produce of an annual lottery, and 
five hundred thouland, annually expected from the Eaft-India 
Company: which makes in all the Ann of feventeen millions 
and feventy-two thoufand pounds; prefenting to your lord- 
filipsan excefs of upwards of two millions above the fuppofed 
peace eftablifhmenr, and forming, with the inrereft of nine¬ 
teen miilons, the fum already purchafcd by the finking fund, 
together with the new linking fund cftablifticd during the war, 
the boafted furplusof three millions four hundred thoufand 
pounds. Now, my lords, I muft beg your indulgence in 
offering a few obfervations on the propriety of the noble lord’s 
adopting an average of the three laft years, for the purpofe of 
computing the probable receipt of the enfuing year. Averages, 
in forcing all calculations, ought alone to be reforted to when, 
from cafnal fluftuat'ons, the revenue to be afeertained is fome- 
times diminifliing and fometimes increafing ; but when from 
a permanent caule you fee an uniform and gradual diminution, 
no inference from tin average produce of part years can lead to 
a juft conclufion concerning the receipt of the future. Yet 
the papers on your table not only prove that the revenue has 
fallen off from year to year, but even from quarter to quarter ; 
as the total amount of the revenue for the laft year, made up 
to the 5th of January, exceeds by nearly a hundred thoufand 
pounds the produce of the year ending the 5th of April, 
Rejecting therefore this appeal to averages, I muft fubmit 
to your lordfhips, that when we perceive this gradual and con- 
ftant diminution, the more accurate mode of eftimating the 
produce of afutuie year would be to fuppolc, that as the fame 
cauie exifts, a diminution may probably take place in the next 
year proportionable to that which took place in the laft. Cal¬ 
culated on this principle, Che total receipt of the old taxes will 
only amount to twelve millions fix hundicd and twenty-three * 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-three pounds ; to which if 
you add the (hare of the 53d week, the various fums anfing 
from old duties included in the new taxes in the ftatement now 
on the table, and the bounties paid to feamen out of the cuf- 
toms, the probable produce of the revenue, including the land 
and malt, as eftimated by the committee, will be fifteen mil- 
&os five bundled and thirty-one thoufand five hundred and 

eighty- 
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eighty-three pounds * 3 and this* my lords, is th? total of 
what I think I can fairly ftate to the public, independent of 
the new taxes, as applicable to the future peace expenditure; 
Fori cannot lay afidc all regard to the morals of the lower 
clafs of people in this metroplis fo much, as to look fcjarard 
to a permanent annual lottery ; and I cannot forget whatpaft 
Experience has taught me, fo far as to build with any degree 
of certainty on the receipt of that five hundred thoufand pounds 
from thcEaft India Company, which has never been received 
but once, and which the miniftcr at the head of the board of 
controul annually tells you it would be imprudent in the 
higheft degree to demand. 

In offering to your lordfhips my conje£lures concerning 
our future expenccs, I mult remind you that I have already 
dated my rcafons for thinking it abfurd to fpeak of fifteen 
millions as our probable expenditure if the bleflings of peace 
were reftored to us, and the grounds on which I conceive that 
the lowed edimatc I can with juftice make of our lad peace 
eftablifhmenc is not what the committees fancied it would be, 
but what it a&ually proved to be on an average of five years, 
fixteen millions eight hundred and fixteen thoufand pomidsf. 
In edimating however our future expenditure, we mud add 
the fum of two hundred thoufand pounds annually voted for the 
finking fund, and a fum of at lead five hundred thoufand 
pounds additional peace edabliftiment, which the increafed 
half-pay of the army, and all the various new eftabliftiments I 
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have enumerated, mud render abfolutely ncceflary. Your 
lordfhips will then perceive, upon the fuppofition that the new 
taxes produce a fufficiency to defray the expence for which 
they were impofed, the annual peace expenditure being feventeen 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds, and the annual receipt 
only fifteen millions five hundred thoufand pounds, there will 
be a deficiency of*two millions. But I am convinced that ' 
many of your lordfhips mufl have examined the papers on 
your table too carefully not to difeover, that there is in reality 
a large deficiency in the produce of the new taxes. When 
laid on, they were eflimatcd to produce two millions eight 
hundred and forty-two thoufand pounds ; and on a curfory 
examination you may imagine, from the papers before you, 
that they have a&ually produced rather more than that fum. 

I am certain however, that with a view to afeertain the fair 
annual produce of the new taxes, you * ill agree with me in 
thinking that wc mud take from the fum flated in the account, 
three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, the duties received 
on the flock of wine in the hands of the trader ; a hundred 
and twenty-eight thoufand pounds, the produce of the old 
taxes Un bills and receipts, now included in the new duties ; 
and feventy thoufand pounds, the produce oftheolJ paperduties, 
which 2re in the fame fituation. Your lordfhips will then fee 
that there is a deficiency in the new taxes exceeding five hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds which added to the two millions makes 
in all a probable deficiency of two millions five hundred thou¬ 
fand pounds. This muft be provided for, could we ftippofe 
that wc have already borrowed a fufficiency, if peace fhould 
be reflored in the courfc of a few months, to difeharge the 
neceflary cxpcncc in winding up the concerns of the war; 
but I am afraid there is no rcafon to indulge fuch a hope. I 
sm convinced thrt your lordfhips mufl on the contrary think 
that I mention a fum far inferior to what will in reality be re¬ 
quired, when I flate the probability of ten millions moie being 
found neceflary : I am fure there is no man who examines the 
papers on your table, and fees that you have lpent in the firft 
quarter of this year for the fcrvice of the army the fum of 
eight millions two hundred thoufand pounds, and that you have 
contracted navy debt to theextent of two millions eight hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds, who will hefitate in pronouncing that 
a much larger fum than ten millions will be required. This 
however, if borrowed at the fame intereft with the loans of 
this year, will create a further deficiency of upwards of fix 
hundred thoufand pounds : making in all a deficiency to the 
alarming extent of three millions one hundred and nineteen 
thoufaud pounds. Large as this fum may appear* I wi(h I 

could 
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could even flop here; but when I know that the expence of 
the war laft year exceeded the fum of thirty-one millions, and 
that it is importable, in a country where every fpeeies of pro¬ 
perty is fo largely taxed, that money can be expanded without 
contributing to the revenue, I muff call your attention to the 
probable effedt on the revenue of withdrawn^ the war expen¬ 
diture. 1 know this idea has b"en attempted to be ridiculed; 
but till Pome of your lordthips will deign to (hew the portabi¬ 
lity of the fmalleft expenditure talcing place in this country 
without augmenting the revenue, I mull continue to believe 
that a very large fum, even of the prefeat dimiailhed receipt, 
arifes from the cxpenccs occafioraed by the war, and that a 
formidable diminution mu ft take place when it is withdrawn. 
Is this all theory and fpeculation ? Or are there not pra&ical 
proofs of the truth of what I artert? I can hardly fuppofe the 
noble lord feledtcd the y ar 1783, to compare againft the year 
1796, rather than the year 1781-2, or any of the antecedent 
years of warfare, without examination. He I doubt not had 
difeovered that the taxes fell, on withdrawing the expenditure 
of the American war, far above a million annually 5 y* the 
war expenditure never then much exceeded twenty millions ; 
at prefcnt it confiderably exceeds thirty millions : the perma¬ 
nent taxes were then little more than ten millions; at prefent 
they are much above fifteen. Should the revenue now diminifh 
in proportion to the exccfs of the expend : ture and the cxcefs 
of the permanent taxes, as there is but too much reafon ta 
apprehend it will, this would create a further deficiency of 
upwards of two millions five hundred thoufand pounds. But 
if it only amounted to the fum of fifteen hundred thou£md 
-pounds j that, together with the fums I have already dated, will 
create a deficiency of no lefs than four millions fix hundred 
thoufand pound* : an alarming profpc&of the fituation of the 
country, but fuch as I cannot help thinking is authorifed by 
reafon and fupported by proof, and fuch as I am not afraid to 
fubmit to your lonlfhips and to the public, if unfortunately 
the prefcnt calamitous conteft be prorraSed for another year* 
it muft make a melancholy addition to this ftatenient: we 
Ihall then be under the ncceffity of p r oviding for a fum equal 
to the war expenditure of the preceding year, which muft oc- 
carton a farther addition to the burthens of the people of this 
country of nearly two millions. 

Though I have felt it my duty, my lord>, to make this 
ftatement to your lordfliips, which 1 am ufrJd neither you nor 
the public can reafonably pronounce exaggerated ; yet, in the 
rilbJutions 1 ihall have the honour to lubmit to thi^ howfe, I 
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do not mean to propofc to you any thing that can be deemed 
of an hypothetical or fpeculative nature, however juft I may 
confider the grounds for fuch fpeculation. Moft of the refo- 
lutions only recite fa&s upon which there can be no difference 
opinion. The noble lords and I cannot differ about the 
amount of the debt contradled during the prefent war. Con¬ 
cerning the extent of the fum voted exclufive of the civil lift, 
or the amount of the permanent taxes which the prefent war 
has rendered it neceflary to levy, there can be no difputc.—I 
am perfuaded that all mud agree in fuppofing a loan of ten 
millions will be neccffaiy, over and above what is already pro¬ 
vided for winding up the enormous expences of the war. I 
believe your lordfhips, on an examination of the accounts 
upon your table, will find rcafon to apprehend that a much 
larger fum will be neceflary. Your lordfhips and the public 
know, that you are in the annual habit of palling a bill for two 
hjndrcd thoufand pounds to the finking fund, for which there 
is no provifion ; and I fcarcely expeft, after the details which 
have been fubmitted to you, that there is any perfon who will 
difpi^je the neceflity we (hall be under of an increafed peace 
expenditure to the extent of five hundred thoufand. The 
average annual expenditure of five years, as ftated in 
the resolutions, cannot be contracted : it is taken from the 
report of the committee of the Houle of Commons in 1791. 

Hut if thefe fafts are clear and indifputablc, the inferences 
drawn in the refolutions are fuch as I am convinced your 
lordfhips cannot with propriety reject; for in calculating the 
probable amount of the revenue you will perceive that 1 have 
eftimated the produce of the taxes in the moft favourable mode 
that could polfibly be adopted i that I have even gone the 
length of fuppofing, notwithftanding the immenfe diminution 
in our produ&ive capital which the expences of the war muft 
have created, that the taxes may produce upon the return of 
peace a fum equal to their average produce for four years to 
*793; and that 1 admit that the new taxes of this year will 
produce the fum at which they have been eftimated. Yet 
even in this moft favourable mode of confidering the fubjeft, 
the conclufion is ftill inevitable, that there will be a defi¬ 
ciency of one million nine hundred and forty-three thoufand 
five hundred and feventy pounds 
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I have ftated in the rcfolutions the expefted produce from 
the lottery, and the five hundred thoufand pounds which it is 
fuppofed we {hall receive from the Eaft-India company: but 
as I cannot mylelf build my conclufions either upon fuch mif- 
chievous or fanciful fources of revenue, 1 leave it for thofe of 
your lordfhips who have fo far loft all regard for the morals of 
the people as to think of a permanent lottery, or who, in de- 
ance of paft experience, are ftilllo fanguineas to fancy that five 
hundred thoufand pounds will be received from the Eaft-India 
company, to draw the inference which the receipt of thofe 
fums would juftify. Let me however remark, that even on 
the fuppofition that the taxes would produce a fum equal to 
the average of their produce during the laft four years of peace ; 
that the new taxes fhould produce to the extent of the fum for 
which they were given; that the Eaft-India company fhould 
pay the five hundred thoufand pounds that is expected ; and 
that the lottery fhould be adopted as a permanent fource of re¬ 
venue ; there will be a deficiency of upwards of one million, 
inftead of a furplus of three millions four hundred thoufand 
pounds which has been talked of to the public. 9 

My lords, I am perfectly fenfible, that in difeufling the ftate 
of our revenue before your lordfhips I fubjeft myfelf to much 
calumny. 1 know there are thofe who will aflert that fuch 
flatements can only ferve as an encouragement to our enemies, 
who will confider it as likely to promote in them an inclina¬ 
tion to continue this unfortunate war, or to infift upon unrea¬ 
sonable conditions of peace. To prevent the calumnies of the 
malicious is impoflible ; but I fhould be forry indeed not to 
feel fatisfied in my own mind that the fource of every infinua- 
tion of this defeription muft be evident. Can we really fup- 
pofe, if the fituation of our revenue was even more defperate 
than the circumftances of the cate have authorifed me to ftate 

to 


quarter's receipt on the 
taxes colledted only dur¬ 
ing thice quarters 15,603.2 

Improvement fuppofed to 
take place on die rctutn 
of peat e, if the old taxes 
produce as much as they 
did on an average of four 
years antecedent to the 
war. — 757 » 48 ol. 

Eftimated produce of the 

taxes of the prefent feflion 1,678, ocoL 
Land and matt as eftimated 

by the committee 2,558,000!• 


Sum annually voted to the 
finking fund — aro,oool* 

. littered on a loan of 

io,ooc,oool. 6oo,oool. 

Add.t on.il peace eftablifti- 

ment — 50^,000!. 

littered payable on ihe mon^y 

borrowed during the war 4423,4511* 


20,596,7651. 


«» 54 ' .33 jL 



550 W 00 DFAL 1/5 PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loadj. 

to your lordfhips, that our enemies would from thence con¬ 
clude our exertions were likely to be diminiflied in war ? No, 
my lords, the French of all nations are the laft who can think 
that derangement of finance can impede exertion againft ex¬ 
ternal enemies: they muft have benefited little indeed by the 
experience of their own fituation for the laft three years, if 
they can flatter themfelvcs that derangement or even the ruin 
of fucceflive fyftems of finance can check the exertions of 
a country againft its enemies. Whilft I have therefore the 
happinefs to think that by fuch inveftigations I can do no in¬ 
jury, I have the fatisfaftion to feci, that by laying open the 
fituation of the finances of the country I have the profpeft of 
doing much good. For if in this age we have learnt that de¬ 
rangement of finance conftitutes no impediment to the exer¬ 
tions a nation may difplay againft its enemies, wc have had 
awful experience of the fatal effects,attend,ng it on the inte¬ 
rior government of a country. Tt is to the public, who are 
in poffcffion or rnis knowledge, 1 wifh, through the ftatement 
J have made, to appeal; for, from the minitter 1 cxpedl no¬ 
thing.*' He indeed has had the direction of the revenue at a 
time when he might have done more honour to himfelf, and 
entailed more important benefits on nis country, than any man 
ever had an opportunity of doing. But who can reflect upon 
the management of the finances of this nation without re¬ 
gretting the infallible evidence of incapacity it exhibits—with¬ 
out feeling for the ill-place ! pufill. nimity that prevented fome 
of thofe taxes which the war has rendered neceflary from being 
brought forward at the commencement of the laft peace—a 
vneafure that would have infured to the country all the benefits 
it muft have derived from adopting thofe improved plans for 
liquidating the national debt fubmitted lo the government by 
the late Dr. Price. But the timidity that prevented the im- 
pofition of taxes for the beneficial purpofes of extinguishing 
the debt, has totally vanifticd when the mifch.evous expences 
of warfare are tc be provided for. Annual additions have been 
made to that finking fund which it was thought formerly im¬ 
practicable to augment; leaving us but too juft reafon to con¬ 
clude, that however the public may look forward to it as af¬ 
fording the only probable profpedt of future relief to the people 
of this country, from the oppreffivc taxes to which they are 
fubjeded, the government of the count? y regard it as an engine 
by which they may with the greater facility augment our debt, 
and confequently increafe our burthens. That it has this 
effect is certain. No man can look at the price of'our funds. 


at 
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at the fums of money which have been borrowed, and the in- 
tereft which has been paid for it, without being convinced of 
the operation of the finking fund in this point of view. In wife, 
in cautious hands, who could be encouraged to involve the 
country in none but expcnccs of abfoJute neceffity, and thofe 
conducted with frugality, this might be contidered as one of 
the moll advantageous circumftar.ces of this financial fyftem ; 
but it affords a melancholy objedl of contemplation to perceive, 
that the favourite point of view in which our miniflers regard 
it, is the facility it gives the carrying on with unprecedented 
profufion a conteft, which, as it derived its origin from their 
prejudices, owes its continuation to their pride and obflinacy. 
In the hands of a ralh and unthinking artift, the perfection of 
the machinery only enables him to do the greater degree of 
mifehief ; and it is that your lordfhips and that the public may 
be convinced of the extent of the mifehief already done, that I 
recommend to your moll ferious confideration the following 

RESOLUTIONS, 

!. That It appears to this Houfc, that the amou.it of the funded debt incurred 
f* ninjthr picfent war is 93,846,0001. ® 

IT. That n appeals to this H« uh, that the. f.sm voted for the forvice of the 
pi-fint jear (t'xciufitc of the cixil lift ami Ktcrcfl oftlic national debt) amouutt 
to 33,767,36a!. 

III. That it appears to thii Houft* that the amount of permanent taxes impofe J 
during the prefont W3r s 4 4.2,3,351^- 

IV. That it appears to this H.mfc that a f;.m <f ten millions mu ft, on thecon- 
ufion of the war, be raifed, for the difeharge of uneais and other incumbiances, 

ih-’inf-'iift of which, including the pruwlion to be made by the 33d of (Jco, III. 

c*, will amount to 6co.oool» 

V. TJ.it it appear, to this IIoulV, that th" fum of 200,cool, is annually voted 
by paria* e:it 10 be added to the fund for the 1 eduction of the national debt. 

Vi. That the probable inctcjle 01 the peace eftabJ./hmcnt, at die condulionof 
the pKient\\ar, will amount to 500,0001. 

VII. That ihe annual peace expend! tor*, calculated on an average of five years, 
ending 5 th January 179J, and including the fum annually applied to the rcdudlion 
of the national debt, amounted to th>* tu;n of xC,8 16,98*1. 

VIII. That it appears tu this Houle, that the 2bovmentioned fums of 
26,816.9841.—-500,0001.-— 200 00' h—6co,c.xh«—and 4,423,351!. making tn« 
gfihcr the fum of2.2,540,3351. mud be provided f ,r y as the lowift future pra:e 
expendilute which can be eftiinated, even fuppafing the war to conclude with the 
prefent jear. 

JX. That it appears to th»s Houfe, that the *otal produce of the taxes for the 

)MT 
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year ending the 5th of April 1796, deducing an occifional payment for the Rock 
©f wneon hand, amounted to 15.603,285). 

X. That it appcu'S to this Houfe, that the eftimatci produce of the new taxes 
impofed in the piefcnt feftion is 15,603,2851. 

XI. That it ap) ears to this Houfe, that the land and malt taxes are calculated 
fcy a committee of the Houfe of Commons to produce the fum of 2,558,0-©!. 

XII. That it appears to this Houfe, that, calculating the amount of tike taxrs 
cxifting previous to the war to produce* the fame on the return of peace, as they did 
on an average of four years immediately proceeding the war, an improvement in 
the prefect revenue may be expelled to the amount of 757,480!* 

XIII. That it appears to this Houfe, that the abovementioncd fums of 
15.603,2851.—1 67v,oocl.—2,558,0001.—and 757,4801 making together the 
fum of 20,596,765!. afford the only rcfourccs at prefent cxifting, whkh can be 
Hated as applicable to the future peace expenditure, and that the fum of 
1,943,57c). (being the difference between the future peace expendituic, eftimated 
as above at 22,54*^3351, and the future peace income, eftimated a* above at 

596,765!.) will remain to be piovided for. 

XIV. That it appears to this Houfe, that die fum of 500,00c! is annually due 
from the Eaft'india com] any to the public, piovided that a certain furpluj piofit 
arifes the faid company, af.cr dife! arging the who’c of their regular payments; 
but that no payment on the above account has been received by the public, 
fincethe Gift of April 1794. 

XV. That it a; pcais to this houfe, that a lottery may be cflimatcd ao produce 
a fim of about 250,000!. 


Lord Auckland faid, that he felt himfelf called upon to give 
the beft anfwer in his power, to the long and argumentative 
fpcech, which the noble earl had fo particularly directed to him. 
In the opening of that fpcech, the noble earl had made a deep 
and juft remark, which could not be too flrongly imprefled 
on the attention of the noble carl himfelf and cf their lord- 
fhips. He had obferved, 41 that the finance of every country 
is implicated with the government of the country,” and had 
dwelt, with great force of expreffion, on the fatal effects of 
a derangement of finance, in the origin and progrefs of the 
French revolution* The nr ble carl had then proceeded to an 
afiertion, and to an attempt to prove, that there exifts between 
the revenue and expenditure of Great Britain, a deficit larger 
than the French deficit in 1783. The noble earl at the lame 
time lamented, and certainly with much reafon, his misfortune 
in being compelled to reprefent the circumftances of bis 
country in fo deplorable a predicament. It was in the fame 
fpirit, and with the fame go>d principles, and with the fame 
j^uit concern for the pubhi im.reUs, that the noble marquis 

who 
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who firft introduced thefe difeuffions* had exclaimed that, c< it 
was impoflihle for the mind of man to conceive a more fright* 
ful pi&ure of the lituation of a country.” Lord Auckland 
faid, that in thus reminding the two noble lords of their ex- 
pri ffions, he faw with complacency the advantages of his own 
pofition, in the prefent conteft with them. Their undertaking 
Jed them, in deipite of their wilhes, to decry, and to debafe the 
efficiency and means, and profperity of the Britifh empire: 
on his part, the convi&ion of his mind impelled him to declare 
loudly to his countrymen, to Europe, and to all mankind, that 
nur revenues are folidly good, that our manufactures are 
thriving, that our commerce is increafcd beyond all example: 
in a word, that we poflefs aCtual profperity, and great refources. 
He was aware, that, in maintaining (uch doctrines, he /hould 
find in the mind of every F.nglilhman a dTpofition to meet 
him more than half way. But that confxderation woulJ give 
him caution rather than confidence ; he felt folicitous not to 
ereft a vifionaiy fabric on the difpofition of his hearers. 
The noble eral reminded him that he had in like manner been 
(anguine amidft the misfortunes of the American war ^ and 
that, in a publication of 1779 be had argued that the vend of 
the ftatc would ride fate through the norm. He acknow¬ 
ledged the fa£t and reverted to it with fatisfa&ion. He had 
been guided in 1779 by the fame principle which guiJcd him 
at prefent; an anxious wifli to repel every attempt (whatever 
might be its motive) to lower the credit of our finances, and 
the fpirit and courage of the people. He thought at that 
period, as in the prelent day, that fo long as we can feel and 
appreciate our own ftrcnglh, wc have nothing efiential to fear * 
from the malignity, and mad exertions of our enemies. 

in the debate of the fecond of the month, he had had the 
honour to fuhmit fiveral flatements to their Jord/hfps. The 
noble earl had now thought proper to controvert all thofe 
ilatements, and in return had produced a detailed fvftem of 
our revenues and refources, under the ruined circumftances in 
which the noble call unhappily fuppofed them to be involved. 
It was not f*om any dil:e(pe£t that he mufi decline examining 
the noble earl ? s pofitions. The mere attempt would lead him 
into a length of argument to which he coulu not expc 61 to 
engage their lot dihips attention ; and it was unncccflary. 
His ltatements and thole of the noble carl were uLerly oppo- 
fite and contradicioiy to each other; if the one fyftem could 
be fupported, the oihir mult give wny. He fhould think ir 
fufficicnt therefore to maintain his own pofitions againft the 
attacks which had been made upon them; he would /liew 
Vol, IV. 179O. 4. B that 
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that the objections adduced are trivial, or ill founded, or in¬ 
applicable* It would then reft in their lordfhips candour and 
judgment to impute, to whomfoever it might be imputable, 
the Charge of attempting to mi Head the public by ‘‘flippant 
levities, or infidious fubtleties, or by quirks and tricks of 
finance. 0 

Lord Auckland now proceeded to a review of the ftatement 
which he had delivered to the Houfe in the former debate ; 
the noble earl, he faid, had begun by objecting to the periods 
feleCted for the comparative price of the three per cent, confolr, 
and had gravely afked him, why he had not taken the 2d of 
May, 1783, inftcadof January 1784. Theanfwer was moft 
obvious : he was comparing our fituation in the aCtual period 
of war, with the fituation of the country at the end of 1783, 
when the general pacification had recently taken place; with 
that view he had looked to the price of flocks in the opening 
of 1784, and had given the refult fairly and accurately. The 
noble earl had applied a fimilar objection to the periods taken 
for contrafling the price of India flock ; but feeling that the 
period which he prefers, would have made no material differ- 
encef he has recourfc to another argument, and lays a great 
fliefs on the incrcafed dividend of two and a half per cent, 
which had taken place fince in 1784. In anfwer to this 
Lord Auckland defired him to repeat what he had dated in the 
firft debate, that 44 if the cncrcafed dividend had not refled on 
the folid ground of great and increafmg prolperily, it would 
only have contributed after a certain interval to deprefs the 
flock inftead of raifing it.” 

The noble earl had next objeClcd to the comparative (late- 
ments of imports and exports, and was plealed to lay that 
44 there was much in the prefent circumftnncca of the country, 
and the reduced trade of our enemy, which led him toton- 
fider the augmentation of our trade us temp jury and not per¬ 
manent. 0 But furcly fuch vague and fpcuhuiw phrafes were 
no anfwers to the pofitive faCts adduced to fhew the incicafed 
profperity of our commerce. The noble earl, however, had 
added that the increafe of the imports and exports had not 
occafioned a proportionable increaic of revenue. Lord Auck¬ 
land faid that he felt afliamed to dwell on fuch objections: 
the noble earl was too well informed not to know, that the 
nett produce of our. revenue is no criterion of the extent of 
our foreign trade. But why would the noble earl in difeufl- 
ing this point, fuffer to pafs unobferved the important faCts, 
that in 1783 the value of Britifh manufactures exported was 
X0,409,0001. i 2nd that in 1795 it had xifen to 10,526,000!. 

Muft 



555 WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loids. 

Mud not his filence refpedling thofc fails be confidered by 
their lordfhips as an admiffion of them, andof the obvious in¬ 
ferences which hnd been drawn from them ? 

The noble earl hnd next proceeded to the cotton wool* and 
was of opinion that the importation of that article in 1783* 
(hou!d have been dated at 7,800,000 lbs. indead of 5,000,000 
lbs.—Be it fo It is then admitted by the noble ear] that in 
this latter period, this epoch of defolation and of ruin, the im¬ 
portation of raw coiton for the ufe of our manufadlures is four 
times as great as it was in the fird year of the lad peace. 

The noble earl would be found equally unfuccefsful in his 
remarks on the exports of Britifh merchandize to India ; the 
noble earl had heard that thofc exports for 1795-6 had been 
computed at i,ioo,OOol. indead of 2,200,cool. In fa< 5 l, 
the exports by the Eafl-India company, for 1795 had been 
about 1,300,000). as the infpector general’s accounts would 
fbew : but in that amount the bullion had not been included ; 
nor the value of goods exported in private trade ; which latter 
object alone might be edimated at 5 or 600,000!. 

And here Lord Auckland faid, he would take occafiqp to 
correct a miflake, in his datement of the net revenues of the 
different fcttlements of the Eilt India company, above the 
charges in 1795: he ought to have dated them at about 
2,ooc,0col. mitcad of 2,6co,oool. His fird account had 
been taken fr m the parliamentary papers ; but a corrected 
edimate hnd fincc been laid before the Houfe of Commons. 
It was evident, that the Aim thus reduced, was amply fufficieiit 
for the general purpofe of his comparative view. 

The noble earl had not objei^ed to the comparative dete¬ 
rments of the Eaft India company’s Tales. But here alfo a cor¬ 
rection was neceflkry. The office which furrjifhcd the ac¬ 
count for i795> had inadvertently omitted the private trade, 
and the amount indead of being 6,191,8941. ought to have 
been dated at 7,718,265k Lord Auckland faid that he ad¬ 
verted to this miitakc'with plcafure, bccaufe it had operated 
againft the line of argument which he wifhed to maintain. 

The next object in the datements of the 2d of May, which 
the noble earl’s undertaking fhould have led him to controvert, 
was the great comparative increafe of Britifh (hipping. But 
his loriifhip had thought proper to pafs it in filence, though 
• certainly it was a difiinguifhcd feature in the picture of national 
profperity, and might be confidered as an unequivocal proof of 
the fuccdsful energy ofour countrymen, amidit the calamitous 
circumdances of the times. 

The noble earl had next proceeded to the fuhjedi of finance, 
and had quedioned ftrongly the accuracy of the atierrion. 
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that the net produce of the permanent taxes, on a three years 
average to the 5th of January 1796, had been above two mil* 
lions lrerling, more than the net produce of the fame taxes, on 
aj three years average to the 5M1 of January 1784. Lord 
Auckland faid that it would be lattidious and fatiguing to go 
into a detailed explanation of all the official accounts on which 
his aiiertion had been founded ; but as a general proof of the 
ilatement in queftion the following explanation might fuffice. 
It was in their lordfhips recollection, as an undifputed fait, that 
the annual amount of permanent taxes on a three years average 
to the 5th of January 1784 was 9,876,000!. Let it next be 
obferved that the total annual amount of the fame permanent 
taxes on a three years average to the 5th of Jan. 1796, accord¬ 
ing to the papcis before parliament, had been 13,729,000!. 

AdJone-fixth of a 53J week - - 31,000!. 


i ot 

Deduct for the ures impofeJ from 17S4 to 1792, and .or 
other charges and improvements made in the revenue 
d^ing that period 


iB^b^ooo! 


x,4co,co I. 


Rcxn.'.mt n,;6i.coo\ 

If the noble lord fhould not be fntisfied with the deduction. 
Jet him carry it to half a million fterling more : the relult will 
{till be amply fufficient to juftify the aflcrtion which he con¬ 
troverts. 

The attention of their lordfliips had next been called to the 
navy debt; and the noble earl had afked with great earneftnefs, 
ftatympnfc of the 2d of May, had given the navy debt 
on that day, when the amount, outftanding, and 
unprovided, was only 2,300,0001. and not as it ftood in De¬ 
cember laft, when the amount was near n,ooo,oool. The 
noble carl fhould have rccolledled, that it was the exprefs pur- 
pofe of the comparative view to exhibit our actual fituation, and 
among other confolatory obje&s to fhew that our refourccs 
had been fuch as to enable us,« in this advanced period of the 
war, to provide for above eight millions of navy debt, and to 
reduce it as low as it had been in time of peace. 

A fimilar reafoning would furnifh a compleat anfwer to all 
that the noble carl had brought forwards on the fubjcil of bank . 
advances : their amount had been ftated on the 2d of May, at 
fix millions and not at eleven, obvioufly becaufc provifion had 
lately been made by the energy of parliament for funding five 
millions of what was due under that head. 


Jn 
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In the next objcft of the noble earl’s attack, he has fallen 
into a ftrange error. He wonders 44 how any man can prc- 
Ci fume to come forward with fucli a ftatetnent to parliament 
14 and to the public. The unfunded debt (he fays) is repre- 
4 * fented as amounting in January J 794 to twenty feven mil- 
* 4 lions.—May ad 1796, it iijlated as nothing." The won¬ 
der is, how any peifon poffefling the noble eail’sacutencls and 
attention, can fo totally have miftaken the plain and obvious 
purport of the pafl'age in queftion. It would now be a fufli- 
cient reply to refer to that pillage, in which, afterdating tne 
outftanding debt in 1784, the following expreflions were uftd. 
* c No fum is placed in oppofition to this amount of twenty 
44 feven millions flerling. Eftimating the debts actually out- 
44 flanding and throwing into the oppofite fcale the whole 
44 fupplics for which taxes are already found, it might be dated 
* c that certainly there is no outdanding balance of debt unpro- 
44 vUlid for at thii day ; fuch and fo efficient have been the 
44 meafures adopted and purfued for procuring an accumu- 
44 lation of unfunded debt ¥* 

On the fubjeft of the linking fund, little or nothing had 
been faid that feemed to call lor a reply. The nobjp earl did 
not deny that 1783, the fird year of peace, there had been no 
applicable finking fund. On the contrary, it was notorious 
that both in that, and the whole ot the two following years 
there was a great d ficicncy of revenue below the peace ex¬ 
penditure. The noble earl had proceeded to doubt, whether 
there could be laid to be any applicable finking fund in the 
prefent year, becaufe large loans had been made for the pur- 
pofes of the war. But lurelv it mud be evident to their iord- 
fhips, that if the permanent revenues produce a fum beyond 
the ordinary peace cfiablifhment, equal to two millions five 
hundred thousand pounds, and it that fum is made irrecover¬ 
ably applicable to the gradual difcharge of the debt; the ftate- 
ments given on tlut p»int upon the 2d of May, are confident 
both with candour and with tiuth. This would bell appear 
from the nextamcle or the comparative Itatemems, which 
alone remained to be difeu fled. 

It had been nfTcrted in that article that 41 the amount of re* 
* 4 venue below the computed expenditure on a peace cftablifh- 
44 meat of fifteen millions in 1783, was 2,ooo,oool.” And 
that 4 ' , the amount of the revenue above the computed expen- 
44 diture, on a iimilar peace efiabhfliment, with the addition 
44 of increafed charges for the debt incurred by the prefent war, 
* 4 was 3,400,0001.*' The noble earl’s firlt objection to tliefe 
aflertions is mat 44 they hold out the produce of the finking 

44 fund 
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u fund as difpofable, like any other furplus at the will of parlia- 
cc ment.” It would be a ftrange do&rinc, to fay, that the 
produce of the finking fund is not difpofable by parliament. 
But the noble earl will have the candour to refer to the ftate- 
ments in queftion; which after being delivered in parliament, 
were printed and publifhed under the perfuafion that their ac¬ 
curacy would bear the teft of the fevereft difeuffion. He will 
find in the thirty-fourth page of thofe ftatements, that ci the an- 
c< nual million, fet apart in 1786, is to be inviolably applied 
44 to the rcdudlion of the debt, till the accumulation, with 
44 other acceflions and expiring annuities fhall amount to 
4 ‘ 4,000,000!. a year, from which peroid there will revert 
44 annually to the difpofal of parliament, taxes equal to what-* 
44 ever part of the national debt may be repurchafed by the ap- 
« 44 plication of four millions a year :** and that 14 the other branch 
w of the finking fund waseftablilhed in 1792 ; in confequencc 
44 of which, an addition of one per cent, of the capital is now 
44 provided, for the gradual difehargeof every new debt creat- 
14 ed.” There is nothing furely in this defeription of the fink* 
ing funds which tends to affeft their permanency. 

The ^ble carl’s next objection to this article of the ftate- 
ments, is, that it implies a poflibility of our peace expendi¬ 
ture, amounting to fo fmall a fum as fifteen millions. Here 
alfo if the noble earl will refer to the fpcech in queftion, he 
will find it exprefsly obferved, that the future peace eftublifh- 
ment may eventually exceed the fuppofed amount, but on the 
other hand that the return of peace is likely to give an increafe 
of revenue j and at any rate, that the computation of a fur- 
plus revenue of 3,400,000b will give near i,ooo,oool. a year, 
applicable to increafed expences and contingencies, and exclu- 
five of 2,500,000!. of the two accumulating finking funds. 
In order to preclude this reply, the noble earl ftates the nati¬ 
onal expenditure during five years of the late peace, as having 
exceeded feventcen millions a year. But the moft curfory 
perufal of his own details will fhew to him, that he has in¬ 
cluded large fums to the amount of feveral millions fterting, 
which do not come within any defeription of a regular peace 
eftabliftiment. 

The noble carl feeling the wcaknefs of thefe objections, has 
recourfc to another mode of attack, and calls in queftion the 
date on which the fuppofed furplus of 3,400,000b is founded. 
The noble earl profefles to think that the revenue ought to be 
eftimated, not by an average of years, but by the produce of 
the preient year, a third year of war. The mere ftatement 
of inch a proportion is a fufficient refutation of it j and yet 

it 
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it would not be difficult to obtain the refult inqueftion, with* 
in a {mall fum, ty purfuing a mode evidently fo defe&ive : 
I11 the prefent iuftance, however, the following mode had 
been adopted. 

The taxes impofed to anfwer the charge created by the war 
not being brought forward, becaufe accounts of their pro¬ 
duce cannot yet be obtained, it was prefumed that that pro¬ 
duce would be equal to the amount at which it had been efti* 
mated, which was 4,500,0001. Of that fum about 750,0001. 
is made applicable to redeeming the principal, and forms what 
may called the fecond finking fund. The annual profit of the 
lottery, and an annual payment on the participation, efla- 
blifhed by law, and accruing from the Eaft India Company, 
were alfo included. Subject to thefe explanations, the ftate- 
ment in queftion had been formed as follows : 

Nett produce of permanent taxes to Jan. 5, 1794 — — 13,941,0301. 

1 79 5 —— 13,802,000!. 

, 1796 — — 13,455,000!. 


41^98,000!. 

It fliould here be remarked that in flating the laft year’s 
account, an addition had been made beyond the amount, which 
appeareJ in the accounts laid before parliament of about 
300,000!. for bounties paid in the laft year to feamen ; for the 
53d week ; for the produce of repealed taxes ; and for fomc 
l’mallcr particulars. 

The average of the fum above ftated v*ill be — z 3»73o*ooa!. 

The land and malt — — *»5 58,000!. 

Annual profit by a lottery — — —• *50,000!. 


Eaft Indu payment ■ — 

Accumulated profit of the fhft finking fund 
Amount of the fecond fiuking fund 


500,000!. 

* 03 , 0001 . 

750,0001. 


Total 


18,588,000!. 


Deducing from the above total 15,000,0001. as a fuppofed 
peace expenditure, thcic will remain a liim, higher even than 
that which had been given in the ftatement of the 2d of May; 
of which fum as has already been explained, about 2,500,000). 
are conlidcred as applicable to the dilcharge of the debt, ami 
the remainder to fuch additions of cxpcnce as the circum- 
ftanccs of this empire, and of nations m^y make expedient 
on the return of peace. 


Their 
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Their lordfliips will at the fame time be plcafed to remark, 
as a collateral proof that there had been n > wifh to inflate and 
fwell the account, that it might with fairneft of leafon have 
been taken on a peace average, in which cafe il would have 
bq^n 450,000!. higher \ For example : 

Nett protiu.c in t!:e:cvrnuc to the 5th Jan. 1701 — 

O- — — 14,132,00^!. 

Kji — 14,2^4,000!. 


ToUl 42,4SS,cocI. 


TIr 


4\ i.:.v J 


f 


1 • 1 




I4,i?2,oto!. 


There was every probable ground of hope that on the return 
of peace, our revenue might icvcrt to the height which it had 
attained, previous to the war. | Lord Auckland here concluded 
his reply bv recalling to their lordfliips attention the pofi- 
tion with which he had let out. j He had undertaken to main¬ 
tain the accuracy, or at lead the general ftirncfs and veruutv 

of his own ihuements. He conceived tha* he had fullv ac- 

* 

comphflt *d that talk, and cjnlequvntly that it was univcellVy 
for him to difeufs the fpeculaiive cftimaie.s brought Jorwaid 
by the noble carl. In conli Orations of futh t'X’tnt nml im¬ 
portance, fo various in their nature, and fo liable to be varied 
bv unforeseen circundlances and events, it would be pre- 
fumptuous to offer predictions \ but furely every exiting 
account of our revenue and resources \ the flourishing Hale of 
our agriculture, manufactures and commerce; and every 
apparent evidence of intdfna) opulence and profperily, gave a 
confoiatory and cheerful picture of the fitiution and profpeett 
of the Bri:t!ii enuvre, amiilt the ftorms which are (hakim* 

’ i c 

lb many other nations to their centre. 

Earl Moira Lid, the able detail which the noble lord (Lau¬ 
derdale) had entered into would render it unncceflary for hint 
to trouble their lordfliips long. He fhould therefore confine 
what he had 10 fay to a few fentcnces, as he could only re¬ 
peat what he had been able to ftate the other day in anf*er to 
the noble baron's argument, viz. that all their lordfliips inuft 
meafurc the revenues and expenditure as he did by fails and 
expei icncc, and not by fpeculation. He joined in the prcleixt 
debate reluctantly, but he joined .in it in confequeucc of what 
had jait fallen from the noble baron, becaufe he conceived 
the noble baron had made ufe of Inch expreflions as would adt 
in a very dangerous manner , exprcllions which had un¬ 
fortunately. been too often ufed, and too invidioufly repeated. 



M at 13.J WOC DF ALL’S PARLI AMENTARY RE.'ORTS. 56* 

but which, he apprehended, muft be foon exploded, as it might 
be fatal to continue the illufion. He regarded that as the 
moft manly and the fafeft policy which looked diftinftly at 
obje&s, and decided difpaffionately and unprejudiced upon 
them. He wiftied their lordfhips and the noble baron, there¬ 
fore to look diftin&ly at the fituation of this oountrv, to look 
diftinclly at her difficulties, and to fcek for remedy and for 
resources, left they fhould be found too late, when they might 
not be able to apply them. He wiftied to advert to one point, 
however, folely, becaufe if he attempted to introduce new 
matter it would miflead him from the argument, and leave no 
end to deputation. He wiftied the noble Secretary (Hs begged 
his pardon, he meant to fay the noble baron, though perhaps 
he fpoke hy augury, when he called him noble Secretary) he 
wiftied the noble baron to adhere to that point of the argu¬ 
ment which ftated the produce of the taxes as they really were 
and not as they had been, and from that let him judge how far 
they would anfwer compared with the public expenditure. 
This he doubted very much, and thought it folly to look at 
peace eftablifhments of former years as art eftlmate of the 
future. He defired the noble baron and their lordftiips fo re¬ 
member that of all years to eftimate upon the year 1791, was 
the moft improper, becaufe the revenue had fufFered a dimi¬ 
nution in the receipt of the permanent taxes this year as taken 
in comparifon to that to the amount of 3,500,000!. and takert 
during the whole of the war to a fum above 1,000,000!. The 
noble baron, however, had confoled himfelf and their lord¬ 
ftiips, by remarking that in cafe the permanent taxes Ihould 
not be fufficient, fo great were the exertions of the people, 
and fo unexhaufted our refourccs, that we were yet able to 
furnifh other imports. In anfwer to this he would remind the 
Houfe—“ You may call fpirits from the vafty deep, but will 
they come when you do call them ?” He feared the taxes 
were nearly exhaufted. They might lay frefti burdens on the 
people, but he was apprehcnftve that the diftrefs which thofe 
additional imports would create, would finally deftroy the 
fources of their produce. Such has been the effe£t already to 
fomc degree in their cuftoms, which had evidently failed. If 
the receipts of the cuftoms in 1776 were compared with 
1786, and fo upwards from that year to I79T, they woald be 
found to have fuffered a very ferious decreafe j in the lowcft 
comparifon to the amount of 300,000!. and in the higheft to 
8oo,oool. Such was the quality and bearing of the import* 
pow, and what they might be hereafter was too melancholy 
to conje&ure. In the noble baron’s ftatements of the finking 

Voi. IV. 1796. 4 C fiuw, 
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fund, he found he had deviated from the fouchftone on the 
tabie, alluding to the papers there ; and yet he made that the 
ground of his argument for the profperity of the country. 
Reckoning the permanent taxes at 15,000,000'. on the fquare 
calculation, the land and malt 2,500,000! which would make 
17,500,000!. and the lottery. and the 500,000!. to be paid 
from the furplus of the Eaft India, Company’s profits, and 
the furp!ufa.!e of the confolidatcd fund, would make nineteen 
millions, and yet he did not think the revenue would be para¬ 
mount, nor even competent to the expenditure. The noble 
baron computed the ordinaries of the peace eftablifhment at 
*5,000,000?. It had been argued upon reasonable grounds, 
that it would be imprafticahle to bring the ordinary expenees 
within the fum of 15,000,0001. Ordinaries were in ge¬ 
neral fo invariable in their nature as to admit of an eafy and 
ahnoft exadl calculation, except in £>me inftances of the ord¬ 
nance, victualling, and tranfport fervice, when calculating 
upon thofe three articles alone from 1786 to 1791, the excels 
had been found to amount to 800,000!. He did not in¬ 
clude the expence of the armament in this amount, becaufe 
fpeciaf taxes were provided for it. He deftred to have it re¬ 
membered, that he argued upon fa&s, and that he argued upon 
nothing prtfprfiively. From thele facls, cilabhlhed by the 
papers on the table, it appeared that in the years between 1786 
and 1791, the ordinary expenees amounted to fifteen millions 
and a half, without the expenees now of late incurred by build¬ 
ing barracks, to which were to be added two millions and a 
haif of funded debt, making upon the whole a fum of eighteen 
millions and a half. What was to be fet againtt this, and 
how was this balanced ? On the other fide there was the 
ufual revenue of 15,000,000). with half a million increafe of 
taxes to be put againft it, to which was to be added, the mil¬ 
lion of the finking fund, making a provifion of feventeen 
millions and a half. SriII there remained, however, a million 
to be provided, for which there was only the 500,000!. of the 
Eaft India Company. He recolle 3 ed the furplus of the lot¬ 
tery, but defired their lordOiips to rccolledt alio what further 
fums remained to be provided for. 7,500,0001. had been 
borrowed to provide for the funding of 4,500,000!. of navy 
bills, and 3,500,000). of exchequer bilb, and there remained 
500,0001. to be provided for, and there were 300,000!. more 
for which no provifion was yet made. Was this llatemenc 
more to be relied upon than that of the noble baron ? if u was, 
• then it was evident that the expenees amounted to more than 
the revenue. The noble baron relied upon the competency 
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of the funds, and the fortitude and patience of the people* to 
fatisfy additional demands* he advifed the noble baron, how-: 
ever* if fuch were really his reliance, to fhew himfelf more 
ftricl in future in the ftatement and :hc explanation of the pub¬ 
lic actounts; fince upon the fiift blulh he found them loofe 
and inconliderate. He did not fuppofe the noble baron had 
attempted to delude the public, but fufpedtd he had entered 
into calculations too precipitately, and thereby had deceived 
himfelf. It was to fet him right therefore, and to explain, the 
true account for the benefit of the public that he (Earl Moira) 
found it a duty incumbent upon him to rife, and enter, though 
relu&antly, into the examinaiion. At the fame time, he did 
not mean to prefent a gloomy picture of our refources. He 
by no means defpaired of them ; he knew they were folid and 
fttbftantial, but all depended on economy and prudent manage¬ 
ment of them ; the people of England, he was convinced had 
the firmnefb and the fpirit to fuitain their diftrefles and their 
burthens, but even the refources of the country, and the mo¬ 
deration and magnanimity of the people might be prefled too 
far. - 

Lord Hawitfbury rofe to controvert the principles *of the 
noble lord, in his reference to the cufloms, conceiving that 
his mode of calculation was fallacious. The way in which he 
propofed to controvert thefe principles, was by looking at the 
taxes, and taking the average of the permanent revenue. In¬ 
deed he knew no fafer way than taking averages. He would 
therefore ftatc the average of three years, the years 1792, 
1793 and 1794. He objected to taking laft year into the 
Comparifon, on account of many extraordinary circumftances, 
which did not operate to the annual produdlion of the per¬ 
manent revenue. Firft the diftilferics, although they were 
not then retrained by adt of parliament, from working, had 
in a great meafure ceafed to do fo, on account of the high,price 
of grain. Secondly, the malt breweries were checked by the 
fame caufe, and thirdly, the immenfe diftrefs of the commu¬ 
nity occafioned by the excfcflive high price of provifions in 
general, had a bad effedt on the revenues, though at the fame 
time he beftowed his commendation on the people, for the 
temper and the fpirit with which they ftruggled through thefe 
unforefeeq, inevitable difficulties. Thefe were .the reafons, 
he obferved, why the revenues of laft year ought not to be 
compared with thofe of 1791. To thefe the drawbacks upon 
fugars in a con inferable fum might be attributed, and of all 
the new taxes in 1794. and 1795, few, except the tax upon* 
wine, were fubiedi to pay duties. 

4C2 He 
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He next came to the intereft of the debt, and the one per 
tent, capital. The amount of the taxes and the eftimate, in 
the firlt yrar of the war, were nearly equal. In the fecond 
year of the war, the produce of the taxes exceeded the efti- 
mate, though fome did not begin till March, till April and 
July, and what the produce of the taxes of the prefentyear 
might be, could not be yet precifely told, though he had every 
reafon to believe they would be both competent and productive. 

With regard to the eftimate of the peace eftablifhment in 
J791, he remarked that it was not the declaration of a com¬ 
mittee in the ufual wav, but of a committee fitting in judg¬ 
ment upon the report of one that had preceded it. What the 
peace eftablifhment after the prefent war would be, it was 
idle to prognofticate, becaufc it depended on the fecuriry and 
permanency of the treaty; but whatever it might be, the 
linking fund would continue to be paid, together with the 
intereft of 3,500,000!. at a per cent, amounting to 140,000). 
more. 

The ftrength and nerve of our refourcer, his lordfhip dc- 
claredf be could fpeak of with great fatisfadtion, as the com¬ 
merce and profperous ftaie of the country were mod Battering. 
One per cent, was paid lefs for intereft laft year than during 
former wars. AH public works continued and increased their 
vigour. Another proof of profperity was, that in 1792, the 
year before the war, no more than nine and twenty navigation 
bills were parted, and laft year there were forty-feven, and but 
one hundred and nine enclofure bills were parted in 1792, and 
laft year there were 217. The fums fubferibed for the former 
in time of peace, amounted to one million two hundred thoii- 
fand pounds, and in the three years of war to 3,600,0001. 
Our commerce, contrary to experience, had fo much increafed 
that it was indeed greater than ever was known, although wc 
were deprived of the commerce with France and with Mar- 
feilles, which alone formerly amounted to 1,000,oool. al¬ 
though our commerce with Flanders w?s impeded, which 
formcily amounted to 800,cool, and although our commerce 
was deftroyed with Holland, which amounted to i,6oo,oool. 
But our trade with Germany increafed, and laft year amounted 
to fix millions. 

Miniftcrs inftead of being blamed deferved credit and com¬ 
mendation for expofing to view the whole of our burdens as 
they did, and for providing the capital of one percent. They 
had moreover anticipated a provifion for funding 4,000,0001. 
more of navy debt and had adopted fuch mcafures, that the 
27,000,0001. of the unfunded debt for peace was now provid¬ 
ed 
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cd for. This appeared to him to be the real ftate of our- 
finances. If he deceived their lordlhips, he was deceived 
himfelf. He mentioned the high price of corn and the diflU 
culties the people had encountered on account of the dearnefs 
of ppovifions, and declared too much praife could not be be- 
ftowi'd on their firmnefs, their temper and their patience* 
After repeating that the convi&ion of our national profperity 
gave him the higheft fatisfa&ion, he concluded with moving 
the previous queftion, on the firft refolution. 

Tlje Marquis of Lanfdown begged leave to trouble their 
lordfhips with his opinion upon a few of the principal points of 
the debate, though he Icarcely thought it neceflary to offer 
any ftatement after the complete and mafterly manner in 
which he had heard the fubjeft argued by his noble friend (Lord 
Lauderdale) who had ftated his pofitions in a manner unan- 
fwerably clear. His principles, had not been controverted, 
and the reafon was obvious, the refult was fo plain, that their 
lordfhips had only to attend to them minutely to decide upon 
them. The noble lord, however, who fpoke laft, undertook 
to controvert thefe principles, and ailcdged that the mode of 
calculation of his noble friend was difguiled. For thaf noble 
lord’s experience he had great refpeit, but he owned, he did 
not admire his argument. He did not agree with tnat noble 
lord upon the propriety of averages of expences in years in 
time of peace, or averages of taxes in time of peace. There 
might be grounds of comparison in peace which looked on in 
the time of war were calculated to miflead. He would repeat 
what had been already faid, that it was impoflible to form an 
idea of the ncccflfary peace eftablifhment at prefent. As a 
noble friend ot his (tne Earl of Coventry) had juftly remarked 
c< fufficient to the d.iy, was the evil thereof/* The peace eftab¬ 
lifhment at the end of the war muft depend on*a variety of 
circumftances unforefecn at prefent. The nation was en¬ 
cumbered with 100,000,oocl. additional debt, and no calcula¬ 
tion could be made of what its probable revenues ovght afford in 
the next peace, when commerce would flow back to general 
* (channels, and a great part of its capital be withdrawn. There¬ 
fore, he declined that mode of comparifon, and thought the 
reafoning of his noble friend more proper. It appeared a fan¬ 
ciful inference, that becaufe 15,000,0001. was the amount of 
our expenditure before the war, it fhould be fo after. It was 
eafy to fuppofc that every man who u!cd fuch arguments be¬ 
came a bigot to them, inafmuch, as they all operated in his 
favour, ana it was eafy alfo to fuppofe that arguments Cd fpe- 
cious and fo flattering fhould prevail on people to incline to 

them 
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them. Happily for minifters men had not loft their memo* 
rie«. Many there were too credulous, too impotent and in* 
dolent to queftion, or to recdleft, or to refer to what was 
pail, but giving up their judgments fine die to any pleafing, 
but delufive tale, would cry, it may be fo, and be content, 
Some circumilances there were, however, in the prefent cafe, 
that rei dered it morally impoflible that the future peace eftab- 
liihment fliould not amount to more than 15,000,000]. The 
circumftances he alluded to were the increafe of pay to half- 
pay officers, the allowances to fubaltcrns in the militia and 
their fdmilies, the immenfe additional expence of barracks, 
and above all, the high price of proviftons. It was intoxi¬ 
cating to be fure to hear of millions and millions, of the en¬ 
ergy and fpirit with which the people granted thefe exorbitant 
fupplies as foon as called on, to hear of the immenftiy of our 
machinery, and the thoufand other brilliant things brought forth 
to dazzle and deceive. He formerly moved for a particular 
account of the imports and exports, wanting to get at them 
corre&ly, which, if it had been produced, he intended to invef. 
tigate article by article, and communicate the refult of that in- 
veftigttion to their lordfhips; that excellent fervant of the pub¬ 
lic, the infpedfor general of thecuftoms (Mr. Irving) however, 
declared, that it was impoffible to make up fuch a paper as he 
wanted. Elfe would he have fhewn that 6,000,000]. out of 
the i6»o00,000l. were to be put to the w*r accompt; he 
Would have alfo fhewn that war extended commerce, tirfl by 
the demand for warlike llores, next by the conquers which 
we made, and thirdly by the pofleffion of neutral commerce. 
The infpe&or general had however dropped an expreffioi), that 
Great Britain is at prefent in the pofleflion of the commerce 
of the whole world. The fadt was fo, we were by accidental 
coincidence of circumftance in pofieftion of all the commerce 
of Europe, and our attempting to ftarve the enemy, by inter¬ 
cepting proviftons, had thr wn all the neutral commerce of 
Europe into our hands. Jf it be Jeflcncd with France and 
Holland, it finds its way to Germany, where it has extended 
from the fum of three millions to fix; bccaufe, clearly include 
ing our trade with Holland and France. What conclufion 
then was to be drawn in favour of the peace eftablifhment 
from the Hate of commeice, when France, Holland, 
and Flanders would each refume its fhare, which we only 
held for the moment. A great part of our commerce was 
occafinned by the war. Commerce, however, would always 
find its level, and when peace came, it would fpread equally 
over Europe. At prclent as the noble lord (Lord Hawkel- 

bury 
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bury) had ftated, we did not poflcfs the commerce we for¬ 
merly carried on with France, Flanders and Holland ; but in 
all probability we held the fame circuitoufly, for report faid, 
we clothed the French armies at this time, as we indilputa- 
bly formerly clothed the American army during the war with 
America. He had no pleafure in drawing a gloomy pidure, 
and if he exhibited one at prefent, he begged to have it under¬ 
flood he did not draw it to gratify a proud malignant fpirit, 
but to awake a pious reformation. 

With regard to the anfwer that had been given to what he had 
termed the wretched expedient that had been reforted to, of la> ing 
on taxes that had been taken off, it was fomewhat furprifing ; 
he had been defired to retra& the expreffion and withdraw it. 
Could it be denied cither in fact or in afiertion, that fuch taxes 
as thofe on the paper he held in his hand had been withdrawn 
and fince reimpofed ? He called therefore upon thofe, who 
called upon him to retradt his expreffion, to withdraw theirs* 
At the fame time, that he faitl this, he by no means defpaired 
of the refources of the country, though two taxes had been 
abandoned this feffions, and one of great conftdejation with* 
drawn the preceding day, viz. the landed property bill, Avhich 
was fome proof that the minifter was almoft at the end of his 
taxes. There were means in our power to make the country 
revive. He was glad to hear of the general fyfteni to open 
trade and fet commerce free by conftrufiing wet-docks, 
and putting an end to that pernicious practice the bonding 
fyftctn. He cared not from whom or from what party the 
luggcftion of fuch regulations came, but it was a wile project, 
and Ihould have his fupport; he hoped it would be carried 
into effedt; it might anfwer the great end it aimed at, that of 
making this couucry, what it ought to be, the depot of the 
commerce of the fouth of Europe, and fo verje verja . The 
great ports of Amfterdam and Antwerp having loft their trade 
and being blocked up, we ought to feize on that of both, and 
derive all the commercial advantages that the opportunities of 
the war afforded. So well convinced was he of the policy of 
this condudt, that if he could excite the country to make luett 
an attempt with expedition and efficacy, he ihould feel more 
proud, than if he had made the moft popular and brilliant 
fpeecb, that human ingenuity could devife, or the moft fplen- 
did powers of eloquence ornament and imprefs on the enrap¬ 
tured minds of an admiring auditory. 

Much ftrels had been laid on a comparative itatement of the 
price of funds in 1783 and in 1796, by a noble baron, but 
the whole appeared to him to be a delation. The three percents, 

it 
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it was true were at 54 in 1783, and at 66 in 1796, and what 
was the reafon ? The finking fund ! That ferved to keep up 
the pride. The finking fund was an excellent fyftem, there 
was no magic in if, it was no fecret. Who began it? 
That great man Sir Robert Walpole ; but he was not allowed 
to carry it through. Party ran too high for it. In 1782, 
when it was put upon an improved tooting no man had an 
idea of the effeft it would produce. He forefaw it, and 
took a part in eftablifhing the new finking fund; it was men-* 
tinned forcibly in the fpeech from the throne, when he was at 
the head of adminiftration. This fund would be every thing 
that policy or wifdom could fuggeft or defire, if fullered to 
remain quiet, and not broke in upon; but the beft things 
might be abufed, and even that fund might be converted into a 
dangerous inftrumentto caufe an increafe of dock-jobbing 
and loans to the ultimate ruin of the country. He had al¬ 
ready mentioned fymptoms of an approach to the end of our 
refources, and when all further means of taxation were ex- 
hauded, he feared the minifter would feize upon the finking 
fund and appropriate it to his ufe. 

Ha'idmitted the argument about the public works to a cer¬ 
tain degree, and faid that, with regard to canals and enclo- 
tures being carried on to a greater extent during the war than 
in former times, it was true, but he feared there was a great 
deal of jobbing and. a great deal of paper in them, ami he 
fpoke not altogether without knowledge of the fubjeft, as 
he had fame property that way, and fo, no doubt, had other 
noble lords 1 The only queiiion to decide on was,' whe¬ 
ther this profperity was permanent ? He thought not, and 
reminded their lordfhips of the infolvent bank of Ayr, in Scot¬ 
land, tbc profperity and ufe to the country of which was at 
one time the univerfal theme of boading, and praife : quoting 
the words of Lord Bacon at the fame time, that money, like 
manure, Ihould be fpread to benefit the land ; if it lie heaped 
up like a dunghill it would turn to harm indead of good. 

For thefe rcafons, the marquis faid, he had recommended 
peace again and again, and a drift adherence to ueconomy, 
and the old fafhioned excellent fyftem of complying with the 
conditional laws of appropriation, and the regulation of all 
extraordinaries. He thought it his duty to take this unpopu¬ 
lar talk upon him, and if their lordfhips confented to thefe 
propofitions, he would leave other people to calculate and 
cojoy the honour of their calculations without interruption. 
•He thought it is duty to fupport every good meafure, and to 
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arraign and expofe all bad ones. He thought it is his duty to 
thank his noble friend for the very able and corre& details 
which he had given, and for which the public would here¬ 
after thank him; he concluded with declaring that he (hould 
give his hearty afient to the motion. 

Lord Grenville faid that without attempting to follow noble 
lords in detail upon the different points of their arguments, he 
would fay a few words upon fome of the matters that had been 
Rated. As to the peace cRablifliment, he never had faid that 
it could not exceed fifteen millions, becaufe it was an impofli- 
bility to Rate any thing like what would be the peace eftab- 
iifhmcnt; it muft depend on the fituation of the country, and 
the fituation of our dependencies, on the relative Rate of the 
neighbouring nations, the forces they kept up, and other points 
that no ('peculation could reach. For his own part he was not 
for reducing the peace eftablilhment to the loweft that it could 
be, althougii he hoped it would not much exceed what it had 
been Rated at. As to the revenue of the country, it certainly 
could not be calculated fairly from years of war only. He re¬ 
capitulated what he had Rated on a preceding day, that wkimr 
fio'- argument’s fake fifteen millions, as the fcale of /peace 
cihbiilhment, his noble friend's (Lord Auckland’s) Ratements 
were correct. He next proceeded to difeufs the different cal¬ 
culations and inferences of the Earl of Lauderdale, and faid, 
he wiRied the noble lord had taken his average from years of 
peace and war. The fhnrtnefs of tl,c taxes laR year could be 
eafily accounted for; the Roppage of the diftitlery was one 
great deficiency which was not to be aferibed as matter of 
blame to minilters ; the produce of the taxes lafl year ought 
not however to be reckoned upon as an efiimate, when fo many 
caufes could be afligned lor their being lefs productive than 
formerly. He contended neverthelcfs that all the taxes laid on 
for defraying the cxpence of the war, had hitherto exceeded 
what they Acre eflimated at. Soine noble Lords had afferted 
that the increafe of the exports had arrifen from the war, and 
would ceafe with the war; but no reafon had been adduced to 
fubfiantiate that argument. The nex point was that in the 
cairying of cargoes of corn, the neutral powers had increafcd^ 
which ought to have been drawn to ourfeives ; it ought how¬ 
ever to be recollected, that it was upon our naval fuperiority 
that the carrying trade depended, and therefore it was in our 
power to ule it as circumfianccs might require. The fpeech 
of the noble marquis, he faid, called for fome obfervarion. In 
regard to the high price of the funds, he would gladly concur 
with tnc noble marquis, as the high price was entirely owin'* 1 
Vol. IV. 1796. 4 I> 5 
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to the finking fund. With a fpirit of prophecy it had been 
prcdi&ed, when the Bill for that fund was in agitation, that it 
would prove eminently ufeful in time of war. Experience has 
(hewn that it did fo. The high price of the funds was an 
evident proof of the profperity of the country, as well as the low 
rate at which money could be borrowed ever fince the plan of 
adding a million annually to the finking fund had been adopted. 
He agreed alfo with the noble marquis, that the fund was an 
excellent projedt, but knew not upon what ground he could 
condemn the ufc it had been put to, as it had not been distur¬ 
bed, and he fmcerely hoped never would be touched by any 
minilicr io as to divert it from its pnrpofe. He highly appro¬ 
ved of what the noble marquis had faiJ of the means of im¬ 
proving our commerce, and hoped it would be duly attended to. 
With regard to our having engrofled the commerce of neutral 
nations the noble marqius was miltaktn. The northern na¬ 
tions of Europe, and America, (the great maritime ttates to be 
taken into the queftion,) enjoyed infinitely a larger flwre of 
commerce than ever. From thefc circumftances, and every 
view of the country, that he could take, he was convinced of 
the f^Jurifliing ftaie of our commerce am! ojt finances, and 
that we were perfectly equal to any exertions that might be 
neceflary to carry on with vigour the conuft in which we arc 
engaged. Upon the whole he confiJereJ the fiate of the coun¬ 
try to be better at prefent in every rcfpedl than the n.«Mc lord 
wifhed to reprefent it \ in a comparative view far fupe; .ur to 
that of the enemy, and adequate to every exertion that the 
urgency of the times mijri.f require. 

The Earl of Lauder da /* faid, he did not wi.li to trcfpafs 
much on the indulgence <.f the Houfc; but the noble lord's 
fpecch conveyed nothing but general afiertions, unfupported by 
fafls or even by arguments, and from what he had laid about 
taking the average from times of peace, it would appear that 
the noble lord had not read the refolutions which he had the 
honour to move ; there was only another point in the noble 
lord’s fpcccli, which he need aufwer, and that was refpediing 
the finking fundj he acknowledged the plan to be good, but 
two ufes might be made of it, fo as to fuit the objedts of 
minifters and the additional 200,oool. might be made an 
engine in their hands for borrowing,-and thereby enable them 
to go on. He animadverted on what had fallen from lord 
Hawkcfbury in two or three points, and commented upon the 
fails aflerted by Lord Auckland, in the two lords leveral 
ftatements o i ihe revenue and expenditure, and amount of 
taxes in the different years that had been mentioned, differing 

in 
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in the conclufions they had drawn from their own data. He 
contended that the expenditure of the years of the w.ir, fiom 
the papers upon the table, were much greater thai> minifters 
allowed in the army, navy, and extraordinary eftiradtc?, and 
he particularly charged the arrears and extraordinaries of the 
ordnance as a novelty, bccaufe thj noble duke (the duke of 
Richmond) who had lately prefided there, left his office with* 
out any arrears or extraordinaries to be brought agamft it.— 
He alfo noticed the conduit of the Eaft-India company in re- 
fpeft to the 500,000!. annually, which they were bound to 
pay, and after a variety of fevere farcafms faid, he did not re¬ 
collect any thing more in the noble lord's fpcech that called 
for a reply. 

Lord Hawkejhury fpoke in explanation of his ftatement^ 
and charged rhe noble earl with error in his ca*cu!a f ions. 

The Earl of Lauderdale , in reply, explained how he made 
out the account that he ftad (bated. 

Lord Grenville role to fpeak to a particular point, that had 
efcaped him before. 

The Earl of Lauderdale again replied. - 

Lord Grenville rofe up once more to explain. r 

The Earl of Lauderdale would not admit that he was in 
the fmalleft error, and Hated from what items he made up the 
account. 

The queftion was at length put upon the firft refolution by 
the lord Chancellor, by nuftake, lord Lauderdale reminding 
him that the previous queftion was moved, which being put, 
was carried without a divifion. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, May 13. 

Confolidated funds, mifdcmeanour cofts, dog tax, Foley'a 
rftate, dairy windows exemption, landfmen, hat duty Sill, 
{bock transfer, Linton and ICadford inclofure Bills, were rea$ 
a third time and pa(Ted. 

WET DOCKS. 

Sir W. Young rofe, and moved the following refolution: 
that the Houfe, in confideration of the admitted nece/fety of 
farther accommodation for (hipping in the port of London, 
wifi early next felfion adopt fome meafure for this purpofe. 

Mr, Sheridan (aid, that as the .report of the committee had 
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only been nominally read, and could not be known to the 
Houfe, it was precipitate for the Houle to pledge itfelf. This 
being confirmed by the Speaker, Sir W. Young altered the 
refnlution to this, That the Houfe would take the teport into 
confederation. 

REAL SUCCESSION BILI. 

✓ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
day, for the third reading of the Bill for granting to his majerty 
, a tax on the real fucccffion of landed eftates. The order be¬ 
ing read, he moved, a That the Bill be read a third time that 
day three months; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, the right honourable gentleman had 
jpdhered to his word in poftponing the third reading of the Bill 
to that day three months, which was in fa# abandoning it al¬ 
together. He hoped he had re-confidered bis determination 
of the preceding night, and would extend it to the other Bill, 
which, he acknowledged, was founded on the fame principle of 
that he had juft rclinquilhed. -Perhaps the right honourable 
gentleman might confider it too great a condefcenfion to aban¬ 
don o great revenue fortrefles in one night. He was ready • 
to give him credit for what he had done, if it did not proceed 
from a convidlion that he would not be able to carry it through 
the Houfe, or if he did, he muft fubmit to a repeal early in the 
next fediun. Inhis mind, the former Bill was much mere 
objeflionable than the prefent, but he was unable to attend the 
dilcuifion on that Bill ? in confequence of indifpolition. He 
was, however, furprifed, from wnat he read of the tranfa#ion, 
to find the commercial city of London fo palficd and dead to 
its own intereft as to fuffer the Bill to pafs with fcarcely any 
refiftance. There was an old proverb, that certainly did not 
appear juftifjfd by the ftrange apathy of the commercial peo¬ 
ple on the occafion, it was a trite, but coarfe remark, that the 
landed intereft fo far differed from the monied and commercial, 
that the latter, whenever it was touched, briftled and grunted 
like a hog, while the former fubmitted to be (horn with as 
much patience as a fhcep. Here, however, the cafe was al¬ 
tered, and the grunting of the commercial was outdone by 
the fuccefcful clamours of the landed intereft. Nothing could 
be worfe than to raife diftintf ions and difturbances between 
the two intorefts. On this occafion he conceived that there 
ought to be no caufe given for jealoufy, though much in his 
mind occurred from a view of the tranfa#ion, as the landed 
gentlemen, while they pcrtinacioufly watched their own 
interefts, disregarded thole of the peffons concerned in the 
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The preceding night the right honourable gentleman had 
profcfled that both Bills were founded on prccifely the farhc 
principle ; now he could abandon one and not the other, was 
certainly a matter of furprife and aftonifhment. The prefent 
Bill, he underftood, was withdrawn, on the grounds that the 
landed intereft was fo heavily burdened that it could not con¬ 
veniently bear any additional preffure. If this proportion were 
true, how, he aiked, if the prefent campaign were to be the 
laft, would the honourable gentleman provide three millions 
for the peace eftablifhment ? As the fa£t ftood at prefent, the 
revenue of the country was not more than nineteen million, 
and the peace eftablilhment he confidently afTerted would not 
be lefs than 23,000,000!. which muft be provided for by the 
annual income, and he wilhed that aflertion to be recorded. 
The world, he conceived, muft confider the country infane to 
pjfs fuch a Bill as the former; as the matter ftood, if a mart 
died with 500,000]. landed property, it muft not be touched, 
while the commercial legatee muft have all his affairs ranfacked* 
An infurmountable objection arofc in confequence, becaufe 
though it would take (even years to inveftigate the accounts 
of the deceafed, ftill government would by its agero affefs 
the property ; in fuch fituation, what man would become an 
executor, fince he would be liable to the deficiency. Under 
fuch circumftances, neitherjthe Attorney nor Solicitor General 
would advife any man to become an executor. This Bill made 
every heir in the country to a commercial property, not only 
a ward of chancery, but a ward of the treafury. Commer¬ 
cial capital (hould be treaieJ with infinite ddiccay, as it was 
in the power of the perfons who inveftigated the effe&s, to 
ruin the credit of any houfe, by making a low return, which 
muft be pubhlhcd to the world, and thus exhibit the parties, in 
the light of perfons not pofleffing the property which they 
really did poftefs. Such furely was a moft injudicious tax 
for a commercial country to adopt, it induced men to retire 
from bttfinefs at an early period, not to involve their heirs in 
the provifions of the Bill, and thus it operated againft com¬ 
mercial enterprife, and was in faft a penalty on induftry, and 
gave a legal bounty on indolence. Another glaring oppreffion 
in the Bill was, if a young man had only a fourteenth (hare in 
a houfe, and he (hould die, the whole property muft be laid 
open to public inveftigaticn and expofed to public comment. 
He underftood that the taxes to arife from both Bills were 
eftimated at 2,500,000!. if it were (aid it would be difficult to 
(upply the deficiency by the aid of new taxes in the prefent 
advanced period of the feffion, why might not the Sardinian 
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fubfidy be applied to that purpofe, if it were not already paid, 
before it were fanilioned by parliament, as had been the cafe 
with refpedl to the Emperor and the King of Prnflia. Mr* 
Sheridan concluded by moving, That leave be given to 
bring in a Hill to indemnify the commi/Iioners of the /lamps 
to poftponc fora time limited, to carry into effe£f the provi- 
fione of the faid adf, if fo required by the lords of the treafu ry. ip 

Mr. A /. d. Taylor feconded the motion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, it was a queftion cf 
doubt with him whether he was juftified in trefpaffing on the 
patience of the Houfe, on a fubjeft already fo amply difeufled. 
He co-»lu not in iuflice, however, avoid, thanking the honour¬ 
able gentleman for the uncommon folicitude fhewn by him for 
bis reputation, in regard to his relinquifhing a meafure which 
he fuppofed was occafioned by his anxiety to obtain popularity. 
Thc Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he wasfenfiblc of his 
own fituation, and would rifk the iflue on the fcore of popu- 
lary, in putting his fupport of the meafure in competition with 
the oppofition given to it by the honourable gentleman. He 
woukL however, beg leave to decline entering into any dif- 
cuffioi*>f the 13 . 1 !, as he could not really think him ferious in 
the motion which he propofed to the Houle. Though the 
honourable gentleman had been indifpofed when the Bill was 
argued, he had loft nothing by his abfcnce, as his fpeech 
evinced that he was complete inafter of the arguments ufed 
on that occafion. Had the hen. gentleman been able to attend 
at that time, he would have heard his right hon. friend, the 
Attorney General, demonftrate to the Houfe, that the fitua¬ 
tion of an executor would be rendered more fafe and eafy by 
the Bill, though the hon. gentleman had now confidently af- 
ferted that his right hon. friend would, as a lawyer of integri¬ 
ty, advife his clients, in confequence of this Bill, not take 
upon them the office of executor. He could not help re¬ 
marking the fuperior ingenuity of the hon. gentleman’s argu¬ 
ments on this occafion (his arguments on all occafions were in¬ 
genious) he endeavoured to Ihew that there would be occafion 
for additional taxes to the amount of three millions ; and on 
the ftrength of that prefumption defired to begin a reinforce¬ 
ment of the revenue, by taking away one hundred thoufand 
pounds. Whether it was or was not, true, that three millions 
additional taxes would be required, was not for him now to 
argue; but he was glad the hon. gentleman had defired it 
Ihould be recorded, and would probably hereafter remind him 
•f it. 

Another argument, equally ingenious and paradoxical, was, 
that the tax yv<*s fevere on the commercial imerett, though 
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they did not refift it, and to increafc the paradox, the hon; 
gentleman repeated an old remark, that if a brittle was plucked 
from them they felt it. it fo happened that this Bill was long 
going through the Houfc, and went thc'jgh moreflages than 
other Bills, having been committed and re-commirted, and 
yet little or no remittance was made to it, a ftrong proof, par¬ 
ticularly when reinforced by the hon. gentleman's argument of 
their 44 feeling on having a brittle plucked,” that they did not 
conceive it to be opprefiive at ail, 

Mr. Maurice Robinjon fpoke in favour of Mr. Sheridan’s 
motion. 

General Tarleton obferved, that as the two Bills were ac¬ 
knowledged to be founded on the fame principle, it was incon- 
littent in the extreme, as one had been abandoned, not to fub- 
mit to the prefent motion. 

Mr. Soeridan explained. The honourable gentleman mif- 
took him, he faid, when he fuppofed that he was of opinion 
that three millions ought to be railed to make good the peace 
cttablifhinent. There were ways of working up the revenues, 
which would, he infilled, on the return of peace, exhibit a 
deficiency to that amount. The motion was negative^ with¬ 
out a divifion. 

Barracks. 


General McLeod faid, if he fliould have the honour of a feat 
in the next parliament, he would bring in a motion refpedling 
the removal of foldiers from Barracks in places where an elec¬ 
tion fora member of parliament was held. At prefent the 
cxitting laws adverted only to. fortrefles, under which defig- 
nation the newly-crccied barracks did not come, though they 
were fortrefles to all uMnts and purpofes. He would for the 
prefent only move, “ that the barracks lately erected were 
not within the exception of the eighth ot George III.” 

The Secretary at li'ar faid, the jealouly manifetted by the 
honourable general, with rcfpect to barracks on a former oc- 
cafion, leemed negatively vanished, as he haJ infifted that 
they were to all intents and purpofes forts and fortrefles. To 
bring in a refolution to repeal an a£t was informal, and in cafe 
of an eleftion, he would iflucfuch directions as he wasjuftified 
to ifluc under the exifting law. 

Mr. Grey faid, no doubt could arife but that the jealoufy 
of his honourable friend was well founded; though the bar¬ 
racks in his mind came under the defeription of fortrefles from 
their ftrength and folidity, he was neverthelefs aware that th^ 
Secretary at War might imagine that they were exempted 

in 
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in the Bill; he was however of opinion that he would render 
htmfelf liable to a fevere penalty if he did not iflue his orders 
to remove troops frpm them in cafe of an election, if they 
were within the limits preicribed in the Bill. He therefore 
wifhed the General would withdraw his motion. 

General Macleod paid the higheft refpeef to the opinion of 
the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, and would readily 
confent to withdraw his motion; as the barracks however 
were inclofed wi'hhigh walls, he thought they might be con- 
fidered by the Secretary at War as forrrefles. 

Mr. Sheridan thought it neccflary to :tfk the Secretary at 
War, whether he confidered barracks as coming within the 
exceptions, or whether le ftiould think it his duty to fend 
away the foldiers from the barracks of any town during an 
dediion. 

*tbe Secretary at JVar hoped the houfe was not under fuch 
a delufion as to confider that this was a new queftion. He 
would certainly do what the letter and fpirit of that adt pre¬ 
ferred, and as the practice had been time out of mind. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

V INDIA BUDGET. 

Mr. L "das gave notice, that he would, on Wedncfday 
next, bring forward his India Budget, 

QUAKER?. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair moved the order of the day for the con- 
fideration of the report on the Quakers Bill. Aftei the re¬ 
port was taken into confideration, very long converfations 
took place on various amendments and claufes tnat were 
offered ; at laft the report was gone through. 

Sir IVilham Scott offered a claufe tW)e added to the report, 
Heobfcrved that this Bill was of great importance, as it in¬ 
volved property of a Angular nature. He meant the pro¬ 
perty of the church in tythes, much of which was in the 
hands of laymen as well as churchmen ; it become therefore 
ncceflary to be cautious that no law fhould be made per¬ 
petual at once that might tend to affcdl that property, it 
became ftill the more neccflary to take care of this fpecies on 
account of the popular prejudice againft it. He was a friend 
to the prefent Bill, but thought it fhould be made only a mea- 
fure of experiment, in order that the effect of it might be tried 
before it fhould be declared perpetual. He therefore pro¬ 
posed a claufe, providing, that this Bill fhall continue for five 
years, and ftom thence until the end of the then next ftffiou 
of parliament. 


Mr. 



Mat h] WOODFALL'S parliamentary reports* sir 

Mr. Serjeant Adair had not the leafft obje£lion to this claufe, 
becaufe it appealed to the beft teft for wifdom, experience. 
The claufe was therefore read, agreed to, and made part of the 
Bill, which was then ordered to be engrofied, and to be read a 
third time to-morrow, if then engrofled. 

Sir William Dolben moved the order of the day on the Slave 
carrying Bill, which was, that the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf 
into a committee upon it. The order being read, he moved. 
That the Speaker now leave the chair. 

Mr. Wilberforce fupported the motion. 

General Tar If ton oppofed the motion. 

The Houfe divided, and there not being a fufficient number 
of members to conftitute a Houfe, an adjournment took place 
of neceffity. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Saturday, May 14. 

The Royal Aflent was given by commiffion to fixty-fout 
public and private bills: the commiflioners were—the Lord 
Chancellor, the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and the carl of 
Weftmorcland. 

The Earl of Lauderdale moved, that the Lords bd'flnmoned 
for Monday : when he (hould lay before their lordfhBs a pro* 
pofltion on the Alien Bill. Ordered.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday, May 14. 

The Houfe was fummoned to attend in the Houfe of Lords; 
where the Royal Aflent was given by commiffion to fixty-four 
public and private A&s. 

SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. IVdberforce faid, that, as thle feffion of parliament would 
probably be clofed before the Slave-carrying Bill could pafs 
into a law, he would not at prefent prefs any thing further on 
the fubject; but next feffion he would bring forward fojne 
meafure on this head. 


INDIA AFFAIRS. 

General Smith faid, as the India Budget had been Axed for 
feveral days and poftponed whether the minifter of India Af¬ 
fairs, or any other of his Majefty’s minifters attended in their 
places on- Wednefday the eighteenth or not, he would jntro- 
Voi. IV. 1796. 4 E ,-ducr 
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uced Tome difcuffion with regard to the officers in India, the 
500,000] furplus to be paid to the public. &c. 

Mr. Long moved that an addrefs be prerented to his majefty, 
praying that he would confer fume dignity in the church on 
the Reverend Thomas Caufton, Chaplain to the Houfc, Mr. 
Long Iikcwife moved a variety of addrdles relative to payment 
of the expcnces of the Houle. 

A meflage from the Lords informed the Houfe that the 
Lords had agreed to a variety of Bills. 

QUAKERS RELIEF BILL. 

The Quakers Relief Bill was read a third time, and two 
claufes brought up by Mr. Burton were added by way of Rider. 

Mr. R. Smith brought up a claufe to add to the Bill by 
way of Rider, to empower any juft ice of peace for the county 
of Nottingham to difeharge two women who had been con¬ 
fined in prifon nine years for not complying with the Mar¬ 
riage Adt, though they belonged to a certain clafs of Quakers, 
and had the fame fcruples in which Quakers were indulged. 

The Speaker faid, that he was forry to ftart any objedtiou in 
pointif form to fuch a propofal, but a9 the proposed claufe 
was nc^connedted with the title, nor confonant to the claufes 
of the ^’’j he thought it could not be introduced without 
dangerdjiflly infringing the rules of the Houfc. 

Mr. t erjeant Adair fqpported the claufe on its merits. 

Sir JViHiam Scott, the Mafcr of the Rolls, and Richard Sutton 
oppofed it as a violation of the orders of the Houfe, and alio 
contended it was not right to fufter people to fet up religious 
fcruple9 whether real or pretended, as a pretext for difobedience 
to the laws of the country. As a point of humanity, they 
faid, however, in a regular wav, they would not objedl to any 
relief the Houfe would think proper to grant. They further 
obferved, that thefe people were not allowed to be Quakers, 
and that they could not come within the provifions of the adt. 

Mr. R. Smith then defired to withdraw the claufe, but gave 
notice that he would early next feffion move for feare to bring 
in a Bill for that purpofe. 

The Quakers’ Bill was then paired, and the Houfe adjourned 
till Wednefday the eighteenth inftant. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, May 16, 

Quakers' bill. 

The order of the day being read for the fecond reading of 
the Quakers’ Bill— 

The 
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The jtrcbbijhty of Canterbury faid, that having underftoorf it 
was intended to pafs this Bill with great haftc and precipita¬ 
tion, he thought it his duty to apprize their lordfhips, that it 
was a Bill of great importance, and implicated much property, 
and had only been brought into the H«u(e the other day. The 
fort of precipitancy propofedin patting it was nardly everadopted 
in the cafe of a common Bill, and this was by no means a 
common one. He beiieved, that moft of their lordfhips were 
unacquainted with its contents. The neceflity for fuch a Bill 
was faid to be grounded on a matter of confcience, and the 
provisions of it were intended to fatisfy the religious fcruples of 
th^ people called Quakers. He was willing to give the 
Quakers full credit for the fincerity of their fcruples, but 
there wanted more conlideration than could poflibly be given 
jto the fubjoA haftily, before fo material an innovation on the 
eftabliflimentof our religious fyftem of law out to be acceJcd 
to. It was alledged, that from a principle of confcience; a 
particular religious clafs of men, felt themfdves bound to refill 
the payment of tithes ; and by this Bill, the clergyman was to 
be rfcftrained from filing for his tythes, as he might do at pre- 
fent, and w*$ only allowed tofue for them in a peculiar Jianner; 
and if he reforted to the common procefs of the law .Je would 
incur all the cofts of the fuit upon himfelf. Thi^fts giving 
evident advantage to a body of men, who already^Vpon their 
own ftatement, felt themfelves inclined, from a jjincipie of 
confcience as they (late, to litigate the fubje# of tithes with 
the clergy, many of whom could ill afford, from their narrow 
revenue, to maintain continual fuits for the obrainment of 
their legal rights. Further time ought injuftice to the clergy 
to he given before a Bill fo immediately affe&ing their intcrefts 
and their income was palled into a law. He thought it in¬ 
cumbent upon him. and required of one who held the fituatior, 
which he, however, unworthily, had the honor to fill, toftep 
forwards on their behalf, and propofe the poftponement of the 
Bill; therefore, for the reafons he had ftated, he (hould move, 
Chat the kill be read a fecond time this day three months. 

The Duke of Norfolk admitted, that the Bill bad been but 
a fhort time before their lordfhips, but the propofition it held 
forth in favour of a very quiet and loyal defeription of his 
majcfly’s Iubje6ts, that he could not but hope, that notwirh- 
ftanding the arguments of the right rev. prolate, their lor Jlhips 
would pafs it, and the more elpecially as'it had received the 
moft attentive conlideration of the civilians and crown lawyers, 
whofe duty it was to guard and take care of the rights or the 
church. 

7 he 
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The Bijhop of Rodtefler (aid, he rofe to fecond the right re¬ 
verend metropolitan, with whom he entirely concurred. Ex¬ 
clusive of the general objections their lordShips had heard 
Stated, the Bill had fev§ral inaccuracies in it. With regard 
to the pretended matte* of confciencc, he could not conceive 
how the mind was conftruCted that could entertain fuch 
Scruples as to refufe the property of another to its right owner; 
he Should not inquire of what composition fuch confciences 
were made, though it was certainly a conference very favourable 
to the intereSls of the poSTeflor. If the bill went no further 
than to give a more eafy and Summary mode in the collec¬ 
tion of tithes, he Should feel no objedtion againft it; but he 
feared, though it might not be intended, it deprived the clergy 
of their remedy at law, which, in many cafes was absolutely 
neceSlary. The proccfs in the exchequer to compel the dif- 
covery, muft frequently be reforted to, and could not be Tup- 
plied by any other. His lordShip Slated the adfc of Wil¬ 
liam. III. and George I. by which a fummary mode was 
already appointed to enable the clergy to colledt tithes under 
sol. He therefore thought the Bill, at lead, Should 'have 
much St-ious consideration, before it was agreed to, and upon 
that grobnet he would fupport the motion of the right reverend 
and learn ' prelate. * 

The Lafti Chancellor faid, there was undoubtedly a large 
clafs of tier, denominated Quakers, a Sober, temperate, in- 
offenGve and induftrious people, who from a confcientious 
principle, not perhaps founded in right reafon, oppofed the 
payment of tithes. Their conduct was peaceable, their mdrals 
good; in other refppcts, they claimed great credit from the re¬ 
gularity and propriety of their deportment. The more thefe 
lcruples were in themfelves removed from right reafon, the 
harder they were to cure •, and therefore he conceived, that a 
lenient treatment refulting from notions of liberal and harmlefs 
toleration was fuch as the noble prelates themfelves muft ap¬ 
prove and wiSh to apply. If a mode was devifed, which 
could recover the tithes, the object of difpute, without in¬ 
juring the rights of the clergy, at the fame time alfo at little 
as poSSlble injuring tbofe who, from a mistaken principle jufted 
obftinately, he trufted no pcrlbn would oppofe the meafure. 
The prelent was of that nature j and he believed, the appre- 
kenfionsof the reverend prelates arofe from a mifappreheriion 
of the claufcB; if an action or fuit was commenced for tithes, 
the clergyman would not be liable to the cofts, unlefs it fully 
appeared to the court, that he chofe the.moil expenfivc mode 
or lotion, from vexatious motives. The Bill, in its progrefs 

' through 
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through the other Houfe, had received ample difcuflion ; and 
he alfo knew that it was conduftcd irr the faireft manner pof- 
fible, by thofe whoJbrought it foi wards. He had an oppor¬ 
tunity of feeing and reflecting upon it, before it came into par¬ 
liament, and the outline and principle of it were fiich a * met 
his approbation. Theie was one other object in it, which was 
to admit the affirmation of a Quaker in a criminal cafe* The 
fan&ion and puniftiment were the fame as in refpc£i to oaths 
fsrifely to affirm, was equally liable to the penalty of perjury* 
as it was in the other cafe of falfe oaths. The public would 
clearly be gainer6 by the regulation : as the cafe now refted, 
the Quaker was exrufed from attending in a criminal court, 
and the offender had frequently in very flagitious and irrefra¬ 
gable cafes efcaped on that account alone. Nor was there 
any thing novel in this : many rigid perfons of the Scotch 
church, would not fwear by laying thdir hands upon the book, 
and the court, in fuch cafes, ordered them to be fworn, after 
the manner accordant to their confidences and the cuftoms of 
their church. Alter arguing ftrenuoufly in defence of the 
principle of the Bill and fully juftifying the claufes, his lord- 
(hipfaid, he would not rtfift the motion of the right r^erend 
-prelate ; he had too much perfonal refpedt for him to object per- 
tinacioufly to a motion which he was fure his g«^®thought 
bis fituation demanded at his hands, he wa* perfuaSi, how¬ 
ever, that when his grace had iooked at the Bill, cammed it 
attentively, and weighed the probable operation of its claufes, 
he would find it unexceptionable. * * 

The motion, to read the Bill a fecond time that «lay twb 
months, wa^ then agreed to. 


i ** 
i' • 


MR.COWPER. 


9 • • 


LsrA GrvivrHc find, he had a motidn tofubmit totherr lord- 
fhips r which he was perluadcd, would"meet with unanimous 
allenr. It related ro Mr. Cooper, ^che cleric at thSiHortUhips 1 
tabic. Were he not prefent, he fhould be tempted to (iy all 
that his friendfhip for him could diftatebut not more than he 
merited. Indeed he could fcarcely fay more Sir fiis favour than 
every one of their lordlhips muft know to be well founded* 
lie therefore fhould forbear to f.*y that which he knew they 
all felt, but'would content himfelf with moving, 19 An Ad- 
drefs to his Majt-fty to confer fome mark of his royal fetrotir 
upon Henry Cowper, Kfq. the Afltflmt Clerk *)f tile Houfe, 
for his mentorious ferviees,” &c. &c. which pafled ntm, con. •' 
Mr. Cowper bowed to the Chancellor and Lord Grenville. 

LORDS. 


Adjourned, 



jJj WOODFALL’* PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

% 

Tuesday, May x’j .. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rofe to defire the attention of the 
Houle to a fubjed upon which he had before had the honour 
of addrefling their lordihips, the collateral legacy Bill. , When 
he before oppofed the Bill, he did it .as being coupled with the 
real eflate fucceflion Bill, fince abandoned by the minifter.— 
Neither of the Bills ought to be in force feparately. Ho meant 
to conclude with introducing a Bill to lufpend the operation 
of the collateral legacy Bill until the firft of January next, that 
their lordfhips might have an opportunity of preventing that 
injuftice, which otherwife muft enfue, if the one fort of pro¬ 
perty was to be cxclufively taxed, and the land not fo. In 
naming the firft of January, he did not mean by that to fay, 
that the Bill ought ever to obtain and be in force; he thought 
it the more obje&ionabie of the two, as a tax on capital was 
more mifchievous than a tax on landed property, but after the 
repeated difeuflions, which they had heard upon the finances of 
the country, he was certain that miuifters muft call parliament 
togetiVr in the interval, indeed long before Chriftmas— 
when \ «,Bill might be repealed i» toto. He concluded by 
movingfatiat the Bill for fufpending the collateral legacy Bill 
be read L firft time. 

The Lord Chancellor ftated, that by the {landing orders, a 
Bill, after it had palled, could not, in the fame fclfions, be either 
repealed or altered, in any degree or (hape wbatfoever. The 
motion of the noble lord was certainly within this principle; 
becaufc to fufpend the operation of a Bill was molt certainly 
that fort of alteration, or fo far a repealing as to militate againft 
this principle. He fhould therefore move, that thc-Bill be re¬ 
jected, which was agreed to. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ifien entered his protoft on the jour¬ 
nal of the Houfe, 

Read the Bills on tbc.table. Adjourned. 

The Earl of Lauderdale then entered the following proteft. 

IlinSTUKT, 

x. Becaufc the Tax on collateral fbcceflion to moveable property Is, in its op*, 
ration, a tax on capral infteadqf income; and confequeotly may imprefs, at this 
critical period ocher nations with the idea that all the regular and legitimate objcdU 
of taxation are exhauftid in this couptyy. 

%• Becaufe it is obyioufly unjuft thus deeply to tax on facccfljon, the one tjcno-i 
munition of property, and wholly to cxtm| t the other, 


3. Betaufc 
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3. Becaufe greater inconvenience and injury may arife to individual! from a pub¬ 
lic expofureof the circumftancc and amount of their perfonal property, efpecially 
when fee fame is employed in commerce, than can pofljbly accrue from making 
a like ftatement of the value of their aitates. 

4 * Bccauft, if there be, as his Mujefty's minhlers have fo frequently atferted, 
difeontented fpirits in the country, this partial import will arm with a fa& their 
declamations againft the inequality of law, the hardships which prefs on fome 
f>u::s Oi the community, and the exemptions by which others are favoured. 

LAVOUOALE. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, May 18. 

Tbeir lorJ/hips confirmed the judgment of the court offef- 
fions of Scotland, in the caul'e of Anltruther v. Anftruther. 

COMMISSION. 

The royal ^ent was given by commifiion tp nine public 
and five private Bills. The commilfioners were tbe Arch- 
bilhop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, and Earl Jycncer. 

The Earl ofMacclcsfiAd informed their lordlhips^hat in 
cenfequence of their humble addrefs to his majei^Mi favour 
of Mr. Cowper, affiftant cleric to the Houfe, his nVcfty was 
gracioufiy pleafe<l to return for anfwer, that he hadWiven or- 
'• tiers accordingly. r 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, May 18. 

Foley’s eftate Bill was read a third time, aud pafTed. 

Lord Stafford at the Bar, acquainted jhe Houfe, that his tna- 
jefty had received their addrefs refpedUng the provifions to be 
made for the clerics of the Houfe; and was gracioufly pleafed 
to inform the Houfe that he had given the ncceflary dirc&ions 
as fpeCified by the fame. 

SLAVE TB.AD 2 . 

Sir IViUiam Dolben faid, that probably he would not again 
have a feat in that Houfe, but wifhed before the prorogation of 
parliament to mention a few words. He begged to have it 

remembered, that it was his anxious defire, to hay# the Have- 

carry- 
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carrying trade tak:n from out ofthe hands of private individu- 
ale, and placed in thofe of government. Such regulati' .1 he 
was perfuaded, would be of advantage to the unfortunate ne¬ 
groes, as the fpirit of gain was fuch at prefent, that the middle 
pafTage Bill was grofly violated, and hundreds of Haves above 
the amount fpecified in the alt of parliament, were often 
crowded together, without any notice being taken of the cir- 
cumftance by government. 

The Speaker reminded the honourable baronet, that there 
was no quellion before the Houfe. 

Mr. Wilberforce rofe, and merely ftated, that it was his de¬ 
fire to have it underftood, that how ever he might agree with 
his honourable friend in other particulars on the fame fybjcdt, 
yet what had now fallen from him, did not accord with his 
idea. 

Meflages were received from the Lords fignifying to the 
Houfe the paffing of feveral public and private bills ; and 
one defiring the attendance of the Commons in the Houfe 
of Peers. 

The Speaker having in confequence atten *d, at bis return 
acquainted the Houfe, that the royal aflent, by commiffion, had 
been notified to the lottery Bill, to the Bill for grlhring 200,000!. 
to the l\ ^pfor the liauidation of the national debt, and to fe¬ 
veral Qtife* public and private Bills. 

V EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

General Smith complained, that as the Eaft-India budget, 
had been feveral times put oft", he was juftified in urging every 
thing he had formerly advanced, refpelting the advantages 
promife'd by the firftlord of the treafury, and fecretary of ftate 
in that Houfe, as they had been alfo mentioned in another 
Houfe, to be derived from the annual payment of 500,000!. by 
the Eaft-India company, as a flipulation for the renewal of 
their charter, which he was forry to fay had not beenpunftually 
performed. 

He was interrupted by the arrival of Mr. Secretary Dundas, 
who faid he expelled a difeuffion to have couie on to-day, 
concerning the Weft-India expedition. 

The Speaker faid, notice only had been given of a motion 
upon it, but no order of the day was moved. 

General Smith refumed his fpeech, and faid, as he might not 
, in the prefent feflion be favoured with another occafion, he felt 
it his duty to ftate to the Houfe his fentiments on the fubjelt. 
He then entered into a hiftory of the refolutions of the Houfe, 
and the proceedings of the company refpciting the 500,000!. 

to 



May 18.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 

He then entered into a hiftory of the refolutiohs of the Houfe, 
and the proceedings of the company refpeCting the 506,0601 
to be paid as participation money annually to government.—* 
If gentlemen looked at the papers on the table, they would fee 
that a fum of money would be owing by the company in July 
1796} and he was aware that the company was not able to 
make good the annual fum of 500,000!. to government— 
There were no wars in India to preclude the profperity of the 
company; and hence it was plain the grounds had been mif- 
calculated on which the right honourable gentleman’s hopes 
had been relied. He alked, was there any profpect of payment 
in future? Was there any transfer of (lock made to fecure 
the payments ? The general then adverted to the circumftan- 
ces of the army in India,—he, gave the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman credit for his arrangements, which placed that refpeCl- 
able body of men on a better footing: but whoever confidered 
the difturbances that lately took place, would fee that they- 
were far from being perfectly fatisfied. He read feveral letters 
from officers in India to maintain his arguments refpeCting the 
company, and concluded by moving the order of the d*r. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, that to anfwer complete#the ob¬ 
jections of the honourable general, it would be for him 

to go over the whole Itate of the company’s affairs' he wool 
however merely revert to the renewal of their charterlfT'he data 
on which he made his arrangements were not then queftioned. 
by the Houfe, nor, as well as he recollected, by the honourable 
general himfelf. Experience fince evinced to him that he had 
not affirmed fallacious grounds; and, without going into a 
detailed explanation, he was warranted toaffert, from the an¬ 
nual returns in the three palt years, that there was enough of 
furplus for the dividends of 500,000). to be annually made 
good to government, after a fufficiency for defraying all ex- 
pences, eftabli foments, and circumftances whatever. It ap¬ 
peared, by the fales of the loweft years, that the furplus was 
never lefs than 500,0001. and every hour realized to him, that 
ftate of the company’s affairs which he anticipated in 179*.— 
He begged to remind the honourable general, that if the com¬ 
pany had not Bnce the year 1792 paid a farthing of the par¬ 
ticipation money, what he then faid would not be contradi&ed 
He never promifed that the company’s affairs would be fo 
flour ifoing as to do that in time of war. But though he did not 
promife fo much, ftill the payments made by the company in 
the three lad years exceeded his hopes. In 1794 and 1795 
they paid the 500,000). and this year they paid 400,0001. If 
then, in the three iaft years, there had been fo little deficiency 
in the India eft 1 mates, he had not a doubt but the participation 
Vol. IV. 1796. 4 F money 
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money was as fecure to government, as the interna] relources 
and revenues of this country. In the year 1793, eftimatec had 
been prepared by the court of directors, and it appeared that 
the Tales amounted to upwards of 4,900,0001. but tne laft Tales 
were upwards of fix millions. This growing (late of the 
company’s affairs, was proved by papers on the table, and did 
not reft on his or the honourable general’s aftertions. Ano¬ 
ther very material circqmftance was, the freight and demur¬ 
rage of (hips, it appeared, coft the company about a million 
and a half annually, which would entirely be at an end in time 
of peace. Notwithftanding, however, the great expences of 
war, the company paid this year 400,000!. and, hence it 
might be inferred, that they would be able to pay the annual 
500,0001. in time of peace, together with making good all the 
deficiencies. This they unqucftionably would be enabled to 
do by the (avings at home ; favings adequate to all expences 
and charges whatever. Mr. Dundas then adverted to the 
ilatement of the honourable general, refpe£ling the intemper¬ 
ance of the officers in India, and lamented that a matter of 
fueb fcifms complexion had been mentioned in that houfe, on 
bare run^ur. He did not mean to queftion the private infor¬ 
mation General Smith read to the Houfe ; but he put it 
to his owroandour and diferetion, whether it were not better 
to let fueV reports fubfide into oblivion. He had heard fuch 
rumouis :unifelf, but they did not come to him in any official 
way; and hence he wifhed to pafs them by in filence, though 
he heard them with pain. He was aware tnat the officers 
themfelves, on finding that the honourable general mention¬ 
ed their heat and intemperance in a Britifh Houfe of Commons, 
would lament that the matter had been made fo public. If 
they were guilty of the alledgcd mi/conduft, the honourable 
general mull know, that they were guilty of the capital crime, 
which the law termed rebellion j and if regularly Roticed in 
that Houfe, the charge mail be attended with ferious confe¬ 
rences to them. He did not mean to fay, that they had not 
Jaboured under hardlhips, at the fame time however, much had 
been done to relieve them and put them on a belter footing: 


much time of neceffity elapfed before the proper arrangements 
for their relief could be made ; and after being made, the regula¬ 
tions could not be immediately tranfmiited to India, which were 
to do them all thejuftice and advantage that had been intended 
them. ' On that view of the cafe, he thought the honourable 
geriertd would admit that he had urged the matter fomewhat 
raihly and unnecefiarily. He agreed with the honourable 
general, that they were a refpe&able body of men ; and con¬ 
fided, by lamenting that be bad mentioned their indifcrction, 
Iwhich 
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which he himfelf fcorned to take ferious notice of, on (o flight 
and fallacious a ground, as that of vague rumour. 

General Smith explained. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday May 19. 

This day at three o’clock his majefty came in the'ufual 
ftate to the Houfe of Peers; and the Commons being required 
to attend, the Speaker, with about one hundred members, at¬ 
tended at the bar: after the Speaker had addreflld his Majefty, 
he was pleafed to deliver the following gracious fpecch from 
the throne. 

€i My Lord* and Gentlemen* 

« The public bufincfc being now concluded, I think it proper to dofe this 
fe/fion, and at the fame time to acquaint you with my intention of giving imme¬ 
diate directions for calling a new parliament- ja 

« The objefls which have engaged your attention during the pjynt feflion, 
have been of peculiar importance j and the mcafures which adopted, 

have manifefted your continued regard to the fafety and welfare of Wpeoplc. 

c< THj happieft effeft* have been experienced from the provifioj* which you 
have made for reprefling fcd'rtion and civil tumult, and for regaining the progref* 
of principles fubverfive of all eftabli/hed government. 

<« The difficulties anting to my fubje^s, from the high price of corn, have 
formed a principal objeft of your deliberation 5 and your aflidujty in inveftigating 
that fubjcdl, has ftrongly proved your anxious detire to omit nothing which could 
tend to the relief of my people, in a matter of fuch general concern. I have the 
greateft fatirfaclion in observing, that the preflute of thofc difficulties is in • great 

degree removed- 

« Grntlemcn of the Houfe of Commons, , 

u 1 rou ft, ^ a more particular manner, return ypu my thanks for the liberel 
fupplies which you have granted, to meet the exigencies of the war. While I 
regret the extent of thofe demands, which the prefent circumftancei neceffirily 
occaflon, it is a great eonfolation to me to obferve the increafing refources by 
which tlie country ia enabled to fupport them. Thefe refources are particularly 
mauifefted in the ftate of the different branchei of the revenue, in the continued 
and progeffivt cxtenfion of our navigation and commerce, in theftepa which have 
been taken for maintaining and improving the public credit, and in the additional 
provifien which has been made for the ledu&on of the national debt. 

. r ^7 
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" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“I /ball ever rtflrtt, with heartfelt fcififa&ion, on the uniform wifflom, tem¬ 
per, and firmnefs, which have appeared in all your proceedings fince I firft met you 
in this place. Called to deliberate on the public affairs of your country in a period 
of domeftic and foreign tranquility, you had the happinefs of contributing to raife 
this kingdom to a Rate of unexampled profperity. You were fuddenly compelled 
to relinquifh the full advantages of this fituation, in order to refill the unprovoked 
iggreflion of an enemy, whofc hoftility was diredled againftall civil fociety, but 
more particularly againft the happy union of order and liberty eftablilhcd in thefe 
kingdoms. The nature of the fyftem introduced in France, afforded to that 
country, in the midiil of its calamities, the means of exertion beyond the expe¬ 
rience of any former time. Under the preflure of the new and unprecedented 
difficulties arifing from fuch a conteft, you have fhewn yourfelves worthy of all 
'the bleffiogs that you inherit. By your counfels and conduft, the Conftitution 
has been preferved inviolate againR the defigns of foreign and domeftic enemies $ 
the honour of the BritiRi name has been aflerted ; the rank and Ration which we 
have hitherto held in Europe has been maintained ; and the decided fuperiority of 
oar naval power has been efUblifhed in every quarter of the world. 

You have omitted no opportunity to prove your juft anxiety for the re-eflab- 
li foment of general peace on fecure and honourable terms : but you have, at the 
fame time, V'adeied it manifeft to the world, that, while our enemies (hall per- 
fift in difpofiV /incompatible with that object, neither the refourccs nor fpiricof 
Englifomen be wanting to tne fupport of a juft caufe, and to the defence of 
all their dearet interefts. 

€t A due fenfe of this conduft is deeply imprefl!d on my heart. I trull that 
all my fubjefls are animated with the fame fentimenti, and that their loyalty and 
public fpirit will enfure the continuance of that union and mutual confidence be¬ 
tween me and my parliament, which beft promote the true dignity and glory of my 
crown, and the genuine happinefs of my people.*' 

The Lord Chancellor then ftated, that it was his majefty’s plcafure that parlia¬ 
ment be prorogued until the 5th of July next* 

His majefty retired in the fame ftate, and the Commons withdrew to their own 
chamber. 

Thursday, May 19. 

Mrs. Haftings’s Naturalization, and Johnftone’s Eftate 
Bill* were reported, read a third time and pafled, and fent to 
other Houfe, where, with the other public and private Bills, 
it received the royal aflent, 

• Account of torn imported was prefented—to lie on the table. 
Adjourned. 

END OF THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE SEVENTEENTH 
* x . PARLIAMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

' ' DISSOLUTION 
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- DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT. 


By the KING.—A PROCLAMATION, 

For diffolving the prefent Parliament, and declaring the calling 

of another. 

GEORGE R . 

W HEREAS we have thought fit, by and with the advice 
of our privy council, to diflolve this prefent parliament, 
which now ftands prorogued to Tuefday the 5th day of July next: 
we do, for that end, publifh thia our royal procamation; and do 
hereby diffolvc the find parliament accordingly : and the lord* 
fpiritual and temporal, and the knights, citizens, burgeffes, and 
the commiflioners for ftiires, and burghs, of the Houfe of Com* 
mons, are difeharged from iheir meeting and attendance on Tuef¬ 
day the 5th day of July next. And we being defirous and refolv- 
ed as foon as may be, to meet our people, and to have their ad¬ 
vice in parliament, do hereby tnakc known, to all our loving fub- 
jcdls, our royal will and pleafure to call a new parliament, and do 
hereby further declare, that, with the advice of our privy c#unci', 
we have this day, given order to our chancellor of Grea^ftitain, 
to iflue our writs in due form, for calling a nlw^^Hmcnt ; 
which writs are to bear teft on Saturday, the twcntyo^Bday of 
this inftant May, and to be returnable on Tuefday the twlfth day 
of July.. ¥ x 

Given at ourrourt, at St. James, the 20th of May 1796, in the 
*6ih year of our reign. 

COD SAVE THE KING. 


By the KING.—A PROCLAMATION, 

In order to the electing and fummoning the fixteen Peers of 

Scotland. 

GEORGE R. 

W HEREAS we have, in our council, thought fit to declare 
our pleafure for fummoning and holding a parliament of 
Great Britain, on Tuefday the J2th day of July next enfuing, the 
date hereof: in order therefore to the eledling and fummoning the 
fixteen Peers of Scotland, who are to fit in the Houfe of Peers in 
the faid Parliament; we do, by the advice of our privy council, 
iflue forth this our royal proclamation, ftri&ly charging and com¬ 
manding all the Peers of Scotland to affemble and meet at Holy- 
rood Houfe, in Edinburgh, on Thufday the 30th day of June next 
enfuing, between the hours of twelve and two in the afternoon, 
to nominate and chufe the fixteen peers, to fit and vote in the 

Houfe 
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Houfc of Peers, in the fdid enfiling parliament, by open elr£tfoit 
and plurality of voices of che peers that fhall be then prefent, and 
of the proxies of fuch as /hall be abfent (fuch proxies being peers, 
and producing a mandate in v/riting, duly figned before witnefies, 
and both the conit it went and proxy being qualified according to 
law.) And the Lord Clerk Regifter, or fuch two of the principal 
clerks of the Srflion as /hall be appointed by him to officiate in his 
name, are hereby refpettively required to attend fuch meeting, 
aodlo adminifter the oaths required by law 10 be taken there by 
the Caid eletih n made, and to take their votes; and immediately 
after fuch eledtion made, and duly examined, to certify the names 
of the fixteen Peers foek&ed, and fign and atteft the fame, in the 
prefence of the faid p?ers the e’e&ors; and return fuch certificate 
into the High Court of Chancery of Great Britain. And we do, 
by this our Proclamation, ftriftly command and require the Pro- 
Toft of Edinburgh, and all other the magiftrates of the faid city, to 
take fpecial care to preferve the peace thereof during the time of 
the faid eleftion; and prevent all manner of riots, tumults, dif- 
orders, and violence whatfoever. And we ftriftly command, that 
this our royal Proclamation be duly publifhed at the Market Crofs, 
at Edinbutgh, and i;i all the county towns in Scotland, twenty- 
five df ys at leaft before the time hereby appointed for the meeting 
of the baid Peers to proceed to fuch eleftion. 

ourfelf at Weftminiftcr, the 20th of May, 1796, in the 
\of our reign. 

GOD SAVE THE KING- 
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The following BILLS received the Royal Aflent in the courfe 
of the SeiEon, commencing^Odtober 29, 1795, and 
ending May 19, 1796, and were all the public ACTS 
of that Period. 


2 3^ November* 


A 

houui 


N Aft for continuing and granting to his majefty certain 
duties upon nylt, mum, cyder/and perry, for the ferric* 



towns, 
by diverv 


of the year one thouUnd (even hundred and ninety-fix. 

An Aft for granting an Aft to his majefty, by a land tax to be raifed in Great 
Britain, for rhefcrvice of the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-fix . 

An Aft to prohibit the exportation of corn, meal, flour, and potatoes, and to 
permit the importation of coin and ocher articles of provifion, for a limited time, 
in any /hips whatever, without payment of duty. 

An Aft to continue an Aft for permitting tbe importation of organzined thrown 
filk, flax, and flax fend into thia kingdom, 111 (hips or vertlis belonging to any 
kingdom or ftate, in amity with his majefty for a limited time. 

1 h December. An Aft for prohibiting for a limited time, the making of 
(larch, hair-powder and blue, from wheat and other articles of food, and fur 
lowering the duties on the importation of (larch, and of other articles made 
thereof. 

An Aft to prohibit the exportation of candles, tallow, and foap, for a lisnitei 
time. 

xSth December* An Aft for the fafety and preservation of his 
perfon and government againft Crcafonable and feditious ptaftb 
attempts. 

An Aft for the more effcftually preventing feditious mi 
femblies. 

An Aft to pi event ohftruftions to the free pillage of graifl 
kingdom. 

An Aft for the better relief of the poor within the fcveral hui 
and didrifts, in that part of Great Britain, called .England, incorpor; 

Afts of parliament, for the purpofe of the better maintenance and employment of 
the poor $ and for enlarging the powers of the guardians of the poor, within the 
faid fcveral hundreds, towns, and diflrifts, as to the afTefTxnents to be made upon 
the fcveral pari flics, hamlets and places, within their refpeftive hundreds, towns, 
and diftrifts, for the fupport and maintenance of the poor. 

An Aft for embanking, draining, and otherwife improving, a certain Hinted 
pafture, called Lancailer Marfti, in the county Palatine of Lancaftcr. 

An Aft to continue the term of two Afts, parted in the twcnty-fecond year of 
the reign of Kang George the Second, and the thirteenth year of his prefent 
majefty, for repairing and widening the road leading from the well, at the north 
weft end of the town or village of Farnborough, in the county of Kent, to a place 
called Rivethill, in the pari/h of Seven Oak% in the faid county. 

An Aft for enlarging the term and powers of three Afts of the fixth and fix- 
teenth years of his late majefty, and the fecond year of his prefent majefty, for 
repairing the roads leading from Wades Mill, in the county of Hertford, to Barley 
and Royfton, in the faid county. 

24th December* An Aft for granting to his majelly additional duties of excite 
on tobacco and fnufF 

An Aft for granting to his majefty further additional duties on the amount of 
the duties, under the management of the coxnmiflioners for the affairs of taxes, 
therein-mentioned. 

An Aft for granting to his majefty new duties on certain horfes, not-chaiged 
with duty bv any other Aft or Aft* of parliament, and on mules. 

An Aft for granting to his majefty leveral additional duties on horfes kept for 
the purpofe of riding, or drawing certain carriages thcicin-mentioned. 

An Aft for repealing the duties on licences to perfons ufing or cxcrcifing the 
bufinefs of an boric dealer, and granting new duties In lieu thereof. 

An 
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*•" •v>A'nAft for the rfeduftion of the drawbacks, and bounties now alfbweS orilhe 
J**pdrt*kM»ef fugar. m ' ' * ‘ r >"T 

*-i * Ait'Aft for determining the prefont allowances for waftejm fait, carried ccift- 
add for reducing the rcfpeftivr terms of payment of the duties on fait, 

*!*> An /lft to continue for a farther limited time, an Aft made In the lift fefflort 


of parliament, intituled w An Aft to prohibit for a limited fima the nukmg of 
-"‘Itow'wine* and fpirits, from wheat, barley, malt, cr any other fort of gfalr, or 

* /ram an? meal, ftouf or bran 5 and for permitting home made" fpirits, depofited in 

* warehoufcs for exportation, to he taken out for hotnd confumption on payment 
of doty $ and to prohibit the diftillatinr of low wihes ot fpirits, fiom mdafles of 

* -thmanufa&ore cf this kirijdom, or from fogar or potatoes. * 

An Aft for punifoing mutiny and defertivn, and for the better payment oif the 
army and their quartet s. 

* ; *An Aft for allowing bounties for a limited time on tire importation into “Tire Jt 
'lltitafa of any wheat, wheat flour, Indian corn, Indi \n meal, or rye, in Britifii 

*yp« or other foirps the t mperty ofperlbns of any kingdom or Gate, in amity with 
. iii» majefty, or on the delivery of*tbc lime, out of wanxhoufc, fdt home ton- 


- 'fujnption. 

Ats Aft to permit bakers ’to make and fell certain forts of bread, 

- *A« Aft to amend To much of an Aft made in the n nth year of the reign of 

> ftfng George the Eirft, intituled t( An Aft for amending the laws* relating to the 

* ^ettleromf, employment, and relic* of the poor, as picvents the diftributirg'oc- 
'*•***> relief to pfcor perfoni in their own houfes, under certain circumfhhc.s 

j **d itocertain cafes. v * 1 ' *’ 

Affrcb 7, An Aft for enabling his Majefty to ratte the fufo of two mtllfon? 

• - 4 ve hAylred pounds, for the and purpofes therein mentioned. 

AhVft tor railing a certain fum of money by loans or exchequer bilh, forthe 

• fortilea * 2£B*r out thoriahd feven hundred and nlncty-foc# 

• ! "Ad raifing a further fum of money by bills or exchequer hills for the 

tcrvice : year one thouland feven hundred and ninety-fix. * 

< ; Ah At for the regu'ation of his Majeiry’* marine forces while on (hnre» 

*' Ail-All for indemnifying governors, lieutenant governors, rod per funs afting 
•* fuch ill the Weft India lflands who have permitted tr.c importation and expor- 

* titfofftof goods and commoditiesin foreign bottoms. 




prtfent majeftj, Intituled, “ an Aft for cfUUliihing courts of judicature, 

* 'in the‘iflantf of Newfoundland, and the Ifiands adjaccnt'to it. H 

" • * Aft Aft for increafing thryatrsof fubfiftencc, to be paid to inn-keepefs.hnd 
“ «tharl,'«ii ’quartering foWtera; * % 

An Aft to explain and enlarge the powers contained in the charter of the Lon- 

• dffa Aflhnmce of houfetf and good*, from fire. 

An Aft to explain and enlarge the powers contained in the charter of the Royal 
Ixchange alTdtance of Houfct, and goods from fife. * 

An Aft for rendering efthal’an Aft of the thirty-fecond year of the feigri of 
his prefent Majefty, for the better relief and eitij loyment o* the popf bf 'thc 
parifllefc of Montgomery and Pool; arid the places united there with,’ in tiitf \0u11- 
tto of Montgdmer? and Salop# *, ' % 

An Aft to enable tiie truflees for executing an Aft palled in the thirty-fecond 
’ ^year of the reign of his prefent majefty, for repairing, alterift~, and imprdvhijg the 
: -parifo church of 1 Sa nt Bridget, otherwise Saint Bride, fn the citf of LontlAn^ and 
' for providing a workhoufe for the fame, to raile a further fura "of xfiohey fof com- 
•-^jdetmg the pttrpofea of the faid Aft. 
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and iouth Levels, part of the Gffc§t l#evel of the fence, cittld'Bedford 15 'cvcl, and 
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twelfth 
repairing, 
vU h, and 
of South* 


he tow lands adjoining or near to the faid levels, at allb the lands adjoining, or 
near to the river Ouse, in the county of Norfolk, draining through the fame to 
lea, by the harbour o. King's Lynn, in the faid county; and for altering and im¬ 
proving the navigation of the faid river Ouse} from or near a place called Fa* 
brink, io the parUh of Wiggenfhill Saint Mary, in the laid county, to the faid 
harbour of King's Lynn j and for improving and preferring the davigation of the" 
fcveral river*, commun eating with the faid river Quze 

An AO for making and repairing the roads from the bridge of Dee, Southward 
through the county of Kincardine, to or near to the town of Stonehave%* 
from hence by Inverbervie, and by Lawrence Kirk, to the lower and upper 
bridges, over the river NortheJk, and far making eifo&ual the ftatute labour In 
the laid county, and levering convention money, iri lieu of labour in certain 
caCrs, and otherwife regulating, making, and repairing h»gH roids and bridge* io 
the faid county of Kincardine* 

An AO. for enlarging the term and powers of two Ads, ptflud in the twenty* 
fcvtnth year of the reig i of his late majefty, King George the Second, hod in the 
Axtcenth year nf the reign of his prfent majefty, for repairing the road from the 
city of Coventry to Warwick, and <r>m covcatiy to Martyn'a Gutter, and alio 
le\eral other road* ther in mentioned, fo far as the faid Ad» relate to the fall 
road from Coventr to Warwick, and from Coventry to MArgyll's Gutter* 

An AO for continuing and enlarging the term and powers of two Ad*, made in 
the twenty-fixth year of the reign o his late m;ycft/, King George the oocond, 
and the twelfth year of his prefent m tjefty, is as far as refpedi the road from 
North Queens ferry, in the county of Fife, to the town of Perth, and max* cf- 
fedually m tiring, repairing, and keeping in repair the faid road, and the IttdifV 
places at the Queensferry. 

An AO to continue the term and powers of an Ad, palled in 
year of the reign of his profeut majefty, King George the Thirds 
altering, and lrec< ing in repair the roads from Sheet Bridge 
from Pctejsficli to the Alton turnpike road, near Hoplcy, in 
amp ton. 

An AO for making and maintaining a convenient carriage 
south Bridge to Tyne-Bridge, with a branch front the laid road 
South Shields, all iu the county of Durham. 

An Alt for continuing the term,'and altering and enlarging the powervof three 
feveral Alts, palled in the twenty-fifth and twenty-ninth years of toe reign of his 
late majefty, King George the Second, and the feveaceeath year of the reign rf 
his prefent majefty, for repairing certain roads therein mentioned, fo far as the 
fame Ad* relate to the road from the town of Leeds, throuh Norwood, to the 
Touch weft corner of the inclofuret of N arrogate, la the Welt Aiding of the 
county of York. 

An Ad for more c&dually repairing the road from Colne to ‘Biaokbun, in 
the county of Lane alter. 

An Ad for amending and tendering more effectual two Ads, made in the 
twenty-ninth and thirty-third years of the reign of his prelent majefty, for re¬ 
pairing certain roads in the courtty of Perth. 

14 tb March. An Ad for defraying the charge of the pay and (loathing of the 
militia in that part of Great Britain called England, for one year, beginning the 
twenty-fifth day of March, bud thousand feven hundred and ninety. &u 

An Ad to continue fevertl laws relating to the giving further enctfuntgemcnt 
to the importation of naval fore* from the Britilh colonies in America* to the 
ea c our agemc-at^af the filk ounutadure*, and for taking off foveral duties on 
merchandise exported, and reducing other duties \ to the preventing the oUddf?- 
tine rumriog of good*, and the danger of intedion thereby $ to the eaeouraafrg 
the growth of coJse in -his M^cfiy'i plantations sa America; to the free uh- 
portatioA of cochineal and indigo , to the granting a bounty oh certain fpnriot of 
BritUh and Info linens exported, and taking off the duties on the mportstio* of 
foreign raw linen yams made of ftaa ; to the importing fait from Europe iqtnche 
province of Quebec in America \ to the eqooureging^thc manofadure of leather, 
by lowering the duty payable upon the importation of oak, bark, when the price 

Voi. IV. 1796. bt» nf 


mWetr- 
the town of 



55*] 


PUBLIC ACTS. 


of fnch b*rlt dull exceed a cerUin rate ; to the more cffefluil encouragement of 
the manufafturts of flax and cotton in Great Britain $ to the allotting the inf- 
gdrU^ion of rape feed and other feed* ufed for extrafting oil, whenever the price* 
of noddling Britifli rape feed (hall be above a certain limit j to the aUowuig a 
drawback of the duties on rum (hipped as (lores, to be confirmed on board mer¬ 
chant's (hips in their voyages ; to thcclandcftine running of unoccuftomed goods, 
a nd y prevent ng frauds relating to the cuiloms ; to the further punffluneat of per- 
Tons going armed or difguifed in defiance of the laws of cjftoms’or excife ; to 
the free importation of certain r.nw hides and (kins from Ireland and the British 
plantations in America j and so the duties on (pints made in Scotland and im¬ 
ported into England. 

, An to arpend an Aft, made in the fccond year of the reign of his prefent 
maje^y intituled an Aft for the better prefcrVation of the game in that part of 
Great Britain called England. 

»,An Adi to enlarge the powers of an Aft, patted in the twenty-fifth year of the 
reign of his rrefent majefty, intituled, An Aft for the better faving, clean fin5, 
repair.rg, lighting, and watching the highways, (beets, and lanes of and in the 
"Bill of Rainfgate, in the county of Kent, jnd for removing and preventing an¬ 
noyances therein, and for erefting a market houfe, and holding a public maikct 
in the fald Bill. 

An Afi for paving, lighting, cleaning, and otherwife improving, the ftreets, 
and other public places, within the town of Beetles, in thecounfy of buttolk. 

^ An ? 61 to amend, and render more eftieftual, an Aft nailed in the thirty-fir# 
year of the reign of his prefent Majefty intituled, Ail Aft for repairing, paving, 
trid dcanfing the highways,' ftrccts, and lanes, within the town and borough of 
P?aJ, i*U 1 the. county of Kent, and for removing and preventing encroachments, 
A " f' rs, nuifances, and annoyances therein. 

lighting and watching the fheeu and other public pattages and 
^jfc town of Wakefield, in the county of York, and for more effec- 
/the fame, and removing and preventing obitruftions, miiiaocc.', 
{’* therein. 

r paving, repairing, and rleanfingtho highways, Greets, and lanes in 
l ‘ Folkftonc and liberty thereof, in the county of Kent, and for ic- 
>reventing nuifances and annoyances therein. 

An Aft for enabling the company of proprietor of the Warwick and Birming¬ 
ham canal navigation to finifh and complete the fame, and for amending the Aft 
of paifiamcnt pafll d in the thirty-third year of the reign of his prefent majcfly for 
Bilking the faid canal. 

A n Aft to vary and alter the line of the canal authorized to be made by an 
Aft paifrJ in the thirty fourth year of the reijn of his prefent Majefty, intituled, 

“ An Aft for making a navigable canal irom the liver Kennctt, at or near the 
town of Newbury, in the county of “Berks to the river Avon, at or near the city 
of Bath, and alfo certain navigable cuts therein defoibed, and to amend the faid 
river, and alfo to make a certain navigable cat therein alfo deferibed. 

An Aft formaicing a navigable canal from the river Fxe, near the town of 
Topfliato, in rhe county of Devon, to flic river Tone near the town of Taunton, 
id the county of Somerlet, and for cJeaafing and making navigable a certain part 
of tlie faid river Tone, and for making certain cuts from the faid canal. 

, Ah Aft to vary and alter the line of a canal authorized to he made by an Aft 
pitflcd in the tn rty-f «urch year of the reign of bis prefent majefty, intituled, 

44 An Aft tor making arid maintaining a navigable canal with certain railways and 
ftone roods, fro&s leveial collieries in thexounty of Somcrfet to communicate with 
the intended' Kennctt and Avon canal in the parilb of Bradford in the county of 
“Wilts* .and to altter*nd amend the faid Aft.** 

- An Aft fs*r jnaking a navigable canal from or near Gain's Cix^s in the parifli 
*f hhjll»ngttoii Okeford. in the county of Dorfet, to communicate with the Kcn- 
xSctt and Avon canal at or near W id brook, in the cownty of Wilts, and alljo a 
colphi navigable branch from the intended cdnal. 

‘ An Aft to enlarge the term and powars of three a< 5 !s patted in the thirteenth 
yet* of 1 . Ring George the FUft, the fcventetath year of King Gcdtgp the fccond, 

<*> • * 'and 
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aftJ the ifercnth year of his prefent majcfty, for repairing the toil from'Brattferif. 
Bridge in the county of Midd'.dkx, to that end of M aideiihead Bridge which lie*, 
in the county of Buckj, and for amending the road from- Slough to a certdtaC 
place in Eton, and from Langley Broom to Datchct Bridge in the c ounty of Buck 
ingham. 

An Aft for enlarging the term of an Aft made in the fifteenth year of his pro* 
fent majefty for repairing the road f.om old Stratford, in the county of North¬ 
ampton to Duncbureh in the county of Warwick. 

An Aft foi amending ami keeping i repair the road from the turnpike rOadJtt 
Little V armouth to rhe turnpike road at Bly'.hburg, and alfo the road from 
Brampton to Hah-fworth in the county of buff , 1 k. 

An Aft for repairing and amending the road leading from Crofsfield Bridge, 
within Stretford, in the county palatine of Lancaster, to Altrincham in the 
county pala’Inc ofChefter. 

An Aft for con tinning the term, and altering and enlarging the powers of an 
Aft pafied in the fixtejnth year if the reign of his prefent Majefty, intitu’ed, 

“ An Aft lor repairing and widening he read from the markrt crofs in thetown- 
ffiip of CJithcrcc, to Salford Bridge, in the town of Blackburn in the county 
l alutine of Lanc.iftcr." 

An Adi foi enlarging the term and powers of two fcvcral . jl ft-', pafled in the 
twenty-JIxth ycat of the reign of hi.? late Majefty King George the Second, and 
in the fourteenth 5 ear oft he reign of his prefent Majefty, lor repairing and wid.n- 
ing the roads from Ncwfhall s rmithy, upon Cranage Green, through the town 
of Nether Knutsford, and by the .* outh Guide Poft in Merc, and Buck tow Hill, 
to the town of Altrincham, in the county palatine of Che/ter, and from the faid 
Guide Foil to Warrington, in the county of Lane after, and from Buejfow Hill 
afori faid to Fenny's Lane near Northwich in the faid county of Chcft< 

16th April. An Aft for repealing certain duties on legacies an< 
final eftates, and for granting other duties thereon in certain caiq * 

An Aft to indemnify fuch perfons as have omkeed to qualil 
offices and employments, and to indemnify juftices of the peace 
have omitted to regifter or deliver in their qualifications, wirliln the tii 
law, and for giving further time for tInfer purpofes j and to indezm 
and oil seer* in cities, corporations, and borough towns, whofe admilhc 
omitted to be (tamped according to law, or haying been damped have been loft or 
miflaitl, and for avowing them time to provide admiffiohs duly damped j to girt 
further time to fuch perfons as have omitted to make and file affidavits of the 
execution o t indentures of clerks to artomies and fo lid tors; and for indemnifying 
deputy lieutenants and officers of t l, e militia, who have seglcfted to .tranfmit dc- 
fexiptions of theix qualifications toibc.deiks of the pence, within the time limited 
by law, and for all owing further time for that purpofe. 

An Aft to continue the laws now in force for regulating the trade between fne* 
fubjefts of hism.ijelfy a dominions and the inhabitants of the territories belonging 
to the United states of America lo far as relates to the trade and commerce car*, 
ried on between this kingdom and the inhabit ante of the countries belonging to the 
laid United 'tates. 

An Aft for indemnifying ail perfons who have been concerned in advifing, or 1 
carrying into execution, an orfler for hit majefty in council, refpefting the expor* 
Utin of rock fair, for preventing fuits in confequenc* of the fame, fur authorizing 
his majefty to pruhhit the exportion or carrying coaftwife, of rock fait, and for 
making further provifions relatve thereto. 

An Aft for making the port of Scarborough, in the Ifiand of Tobago, a frog 

pOrt, under ce tain regulations and reftriftions. 

An Aft to amend an aft made in the prefent feffidn of parliament in&uiad, 
" an Aft for allowing bounties for a limited time, on the importationiflbo Groat- 
Britainof any wheat, wheat flour, Indian corn, Indian focal, or ijelfl Brififil 
ffiips, or other flilps the property of perfons of tiny kingdom or ftate In amity with 
his majcfty, or on the delivery of the fame out of warehoufe for home coafisnp* 
tion. t r - 

Aft Aft to amend an Aft made in the thirteenth year of the rtfg* of hta pwp 
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fcapiygflfty fr flfr l fi , 4t ;Ah'Ad foe the more effectual pre Ter vatioo ofdie gtm* ■ 
k&H Qpgat-Rilujn call'd Scotland, a«id for repealing and amending' 

^in| tbeido.' 

.^^Jrj-AdW the .qy>re eff dual ex cuticm of fcycral ad* of j arliamtnt made for - 
tbqir^aof controverted elections, < r re urns of members to ferve ia parliament. 

tn enable his-on^efty to grant to John, Earl of WcftmoHand, his heirs 
aiuf afrigns, in fee ttraple all the eftate ri L ;hr, titlr, and ntereft, r maining in hia 
itisjefty, ip. gnd u;-on the ways or walka of hulchay, f ermea, and hoKwooi, aod 
Af ofonay in the foreft of Rockingham, ii th- county of Northampton, upon a foil 
and.adequate consideration tp be paid for the fame. 

A&j A5 to,enable hh majeiiy to grant to He ry, Fad of Pieter, his heirs ant 
aQfiit, in foe fooapk, all the eilate, right, title and interest, remaining in his ma- 
jofty Id and upnntha hayc.pr walk of V/efthay, in the foreft of Ko kmgham. In 
th^cou^tyof^orthaippcon, upjn afull and adequate conttdiration to be paid for 
thftXame- 

AxiAd to enable hU m^jefty to grant to George Finch Hatton, t(q his heirs 
and ifligfUfjn fee ftmpie, -11 the eftate, right, title, and intrrtft, remaining in bis 
n^)n{ly, in and upon the lawn of Beuftdd, and tiic bailiwick oi K ckmgham, in 
the foreft of Rockingham i* be county of Noithampto::, upon a full and ade- 
qogfie qpmpcnJfation to be \ aid for the fame* 

t-fa At* .to regulate the making and vending of rqetul buttons and to prevent 
the purchalers thereof from being deceived in the real quality of fuch buttons. 

ACkfor further continuing and amending the fev- ral Ads paffid preventing 
t^|hu*da>and abufescommitted in the ad.measurement of coa's, within the city 
liberty of Weftnawiftaer and that part of the Dutchy of Lancstirr adjoining 
tbgjyto and the Several parches qf't. Giles's in the hielda, and St. Mary-le bone* 
and fuch ff~t of the parifh of St. Andrew Holborn, as lies in the county of Mid*- 

awfat.- ■ V»-. 

A* AAg^3^»bU ng the commiliionen for executing an Ad patted in the- 

the reign or his prefect majefty, -ntitubfo “ Aq Ad for Widens . 
Moprovl ^rrgula^ing, pavrag,c leaning, aod lighting theftrecta, lanes, and 
other-.pp^itl /aflakes an j places, ★ithiu the kmg’» town o t. Maidftope, in Kent, 
for rerrovind'ind pre;enti.g encroacbmc: ts, ob/tru' ions, nui.'ances, and annoy**.., 
autes^hgieiryfor bet tee Supplying the faid town with water, and for repairing the 
highway* within the parilh of Mafotfone, fo wile afoi therfum of money for com-' 
pitting the jmrpofes of the faid A&.” 

N&* A(ft forrobu’ding the j*riJh church of St. Paul, Covent-Garden, within 
the liberty of v»eftminfter, in the county of Middlcfex, and the refry .rooms be* 
lon^uf>tfwa«to> for n pairing a ndcei noting the iron tails inclofing the feiteof the 
fo# <hurdv and ^he gates leading thoreto, and for making feveral regulations-' 
refoting to the faid pi \/h, •* . 

An , Ad for-making and maintaining a navigation from Morewdlhasi Quay, 
iggheparWh qf Taviftock, ip the county of Devon, to 1 amertun Badge, in the- 
^pmrifhof North 1 amerton, in theco. aty of Cornwall, and alfo a certain cjJT terai *. 
cut from hawlfton Bridge, in the parifo ol Litton, in. the. laid county of Devon, 

Ricbgrpw M ill, in thepari/h ctf St* Stephen, near to the borough of Launccioa, 
in the faid county of Cornwall. . .. 

, An Ad for making and maintaining a navigable canal .from the harbour of 
Aberdeen, in ibe parifh of Aberdeen, or bt. Nichi las, into the river Do%. at or«* 
near eh® South e.,d, of the bridge over the fame (adjaient to thexoyal burgh of 
imeraiie) in the parifh of Kintiic, a.l within the county of Aberdeen, North. 


Attain* . v , 

; Au Ad to amend an Ad of the thirtieth yebr of his preient majetty for makr 
ii|gay 4 aMUhtMmng a navigable canal from hferthy in Tidvile, to and through a 
pltW cghbd^the Bank, near the fown of Ctnfhfo in the county of {*l*mo(gan, ®®d 
for extendirg the faid canal to a place called the Lower Layer, below lac fold 




^ Jwft to explain andamewi op in the thirty^hird yui of theeeign 

of his prefect majefly, intituled 14 An Aft tor making and maintaining a mvli 
gable easel from the river Sivcr at S^rwibury, in tha county ol bafopg t6 ,«he 

jfA river 
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iiVff Merit* at or near Netherpoot, m the county of Cheftcr, and aMoTor iMEMf 4 
and maintaining certain c Hate al cuts from the faid intended canal end for vktfL* 
Ing and alt-ring certain parts of the Whitchurch Lide of thetfdd canal a hS c6Hy-' 
tend cat* j and for extending the fame fiom Franck ton common to 
hr dge, tn the | an/h of '\ hitchurch, n the fai 1 county of Salop, and for making 
and mi nta mng feveral other b anches and collateral cot* to communicate tlgxe* 
with. * 

t An Ad to enable the company of proprietors of the Leommfler canal nwlgv 
tion to finilh and complete the fame. 

An Ad for 1 jmg in aid uonat tax upon the land* with a the North Letd, 
partot the great Let el of the Fens, c tiled Bedford Ltvd and on Portland, Other- 
wife Great Portfmd, in the county of Lincoln, for the further fupport and pfc- 
fcrvation oi the principal bank* and works of the faid North Le\cl. 

An Adi 1 r dividing, plotting, mclofing, draining, and preferring certain 
commons and wiftc t round , called the Hern Coiunon, and Gore Common, 
with the manor and par fli of Ramfcy, in the county of Huntingdon, and fot 
rej e ilmg an rt made m the thirtieth year of the reign of hi* late majefty king 
George the fecond, intitule! “ An Adi for draining and preferring certain fta 
fond* and hwgrjunds, in th" fevenl pm/hes of Ramky, Bury, Wilton, War boys, 
kxrutttei, >tandgrou 11 and Watc Nekton, in the county oi Huntingdon and df 
Doddmgton, in the IGc oi i ly, and county of Cambridge, and for making mots 
effectual proviftonlot thofe purpods * 

An Vrt for cnla gmg the t im anl powet* of certain Adis of parlitnient main 
for repairing the fc\ ral r »ads in the counrn* of Stafford, Worcefter, and Wane dc, 
lo hr as rthers to tile roid leading from a pi see called Shectwiy m the county 1 
Stafford, through Wolverhampton to Worflcy Omen Gate, and of 
theumment ooed. 

An Art tor continu ng and cnhrg n/ the term and powers 
the feven eenth j ir oi h > prefent majefty s reign lor repairi g 
ral roids leading to nd from the towns o Bella and Lolgellv, ii 
M erioneth, md oth r reals therein mentioned, in the counties ot^ 

Denbigh and a*op, and on repairing fevei at other roads in the couni 
pet hand Drnbigh 

An Ad loi l «ning widening, ranprmmg, and keeping in re air, 
irf f om Macdcsndd, by Broknen Croft to Conglcton, all in the county palatine 
Of Chert t* 

May t4 An A A for ratling the fum cf (even millions five hundred tfcoufaad 
pounda y way of annuities 

An Aft lor forth r continuing for a limited time in Art made in the twenty* 
ftventh year of the reign of his ptefent majerty, intituled M An A ft toembletfto 
lord h fh treafurer or commufiosiersof the trealury lo the time being, to Icttoftnft 
the duties grant-d by an Aft made in the t* nty filch year oi his prefent majesty's 
reign, on hoilcs In to hire f r travelling poft and by ti ne, to fuCh perfons as- 
Should be vullmp to contract tor the fame. 1 

An Art lor rtu*gi *g the duty on m«b< giny imported by weight. 

An Art tor rep altng the lUmp duties on hcenifcs to fell gl res and mittens by 
retail 

An Art for reducing the duty payable on black bad impoited into this 
kingdom 

An Art mor 3 effortualJy to prevent the lauding of goods, warm, and merthan- 
due, w tS >ut vhe prefence oi thi proper Othcer, to aothinfe offi ers ot t! e oorton* 
to convey wines lavinj on the q ays to lus m ijerty * warehoufe, with n a certain 
time a ter the landing thireof, and to require the owner# oi flnps, veflbis, or 
boats, licenfed by the admiralty, to give fecurity to mariner t iCit Ifocncbs, tfc 
cafe anv fach Cups, veftcls, or boats iha 1 be loit, broken up or 6tiferw<fe dtf- 
polad of. 

An Art for allowing the im} ortation of mdafles fioro any comhy In Brittih 
tops or veflrts, and in dn{* or vc Ttls belonging to any ftata in amity wish Vu«ana- 
jerty for a limited time. * 

An Art for the better regu at cn of iniUfc s' 



road Wad. 
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„ Anytft tfr prevent aWw and frands in tl e packing, weight, and Tale of butter, 
and to repeal certain afts lelaring thereto. 

An Ad. to indemnity ail pedons wmi have afted in confluence of orders in 
•council, ifliicd fince the twenty fecend dav of November, one thoufand feven hun¬ 
dred apd ninety-five, for rhe a%imifiloti of certain articles of mcrcband.ze in neutial 
and to authcrifc tire bluing of orders in council for the like pOrpofe, for a 
limited time. 

An Adi for further continuing for a limited time, an Ad made in the thirty- 
fecond year of the reign of his prefent in.jtdy, intituled “An Ad for the more 
dfe&ual adminiftratian of the- otfive of a juft.ee of the pcarr, in fuch parti. of the 
counties of Middlc/ex and Surrey, as lie in and near the metropolis $ and for the 
jpooreefie&uul prevention of felonies. M 

An Aft forthv: further fupport and maintenance of curates within die church 
of Fngland j and for m king cert..in regulations rifpcbting the appointment of 
fuch curares, and the <»cl»mfimn »f peifons to cures augmented ly Queen Anne’s 
bounty with refi eel to the-avoidance of other benefices. 

An Aft for the relief of perfons equitably and benefnial y mtitl.'J to, or inter* 
eftpd in the fevcral flocks and annniucs tran>f:uL)<* at the Bank < f hngland. 

An Aft to ex} lain and amend an Aft, mac 4 * »n the laft fcJiion of parliament, 
and intitukd 44 An Aft for the encouragement of the m ulct cl fiflicry. 1 ’ 

An Aft for aftefting the c-mrajilioncri, clerks, and other officeis, of the duty 
on fait for their fa larks, and the profits cf them refpeftive otiker*, in ti*c land tax, 
io the. parjfli of St. Martin in the fields, within tha city and 'iocrty of V* cflminftrr, 
uptwiih^amling the faid oflLc ha^ oeen removed into Somerset Tlacc, within the 
Dutch Libertv, in the Strand, in th. county of Middlcicx. 

An Aft to regulate the buying and fellin ', of hay and flraw, and for repealing fo 
much olttwo Afts, muc* in the fccond vear of the reign of Ki. g William and 
Queen anu in ti c thirty-fine year or' th- reign ol King Gfurge ihe fcC'Tuk 

as relate * n l> and fclli: g of hay and ftraw, within the limit* therein 

mentioned* V 

An Acm( ;• regulating the trade or bufim fs of j\iw r n brokers. 

Aa Adm pr amcnoir.^. i"i «1 reducing into one aft of parliament, twofrveral afts, 
palled in tl a | thirty Kur:h and thirty-fifth years or the rcipn of his preient m-jill), 
for the bntr orJa ing ti.e rnJitia of the city or London, and lor the tunhci regu¬ 
lating of the trained bands or militia of the laid city. 

An Aft for diftblving a certain partn. k rtiii|, iuciety, or undertaking, called the 
Million Bank, and for dwidi: g the joint flock, and fund*, belonging tteieto, among** 
the member* the e *f. 

An Aft to amend and render more cfl'cftua) an Aft ma- J c in the thirty firft 
year of his prefect majrftv, for npaiiing, enlarging, and preferring the harbour 
q£ .swajlfca, in the county of Glamorgan, and for making impiovcmcms in the 
heights at the mumbles 

An Aft for the better relief and employment of the poor of the fcvcral pari fhes 
with a the city of Lincoln, and county of the fame city, and of the parifh of '•t, 
Margaret, parwrhereoi lies within the faii city, ami the other part in the clofe 
of Lincoln, in thr county of Lincoln. 

An / ft for rtbaihilag the paiifli church of £t. Martin Cutwich, Threadnecdl* 
ftreet, within the city t f London. 

An Aft for autior s/ni> the company of proptietors or the W arwick and Braun* 
fton canal navigation, to vaiy tne couiieoi a certain part of the laid canal, and tor 
amending and altering the aft, made in the thirty-fourth year of the reigi or his 
prefent majefty for making the Lid canal. 

An Aft to explon and amend an Aft, parted in the thirty third year of the 
reign of his present majefly, int.tulcd “/n Aft for making and maintaining a 
9 iaV> 4 t:b«c canal from the river cvern, at Shrcwlbury, in the county of alop, to 
the river Meifcyi nt or r.e it rvetherpoo), in the county of (.heifer, ana al lo for 
jbakiug and maintaining certain collateral rets from the faid intended canal, 
28$ for varying and altering certain parts of the courfe of the Ciid canal *nd 
Hgjfotera) cuts between ituahon *>nd Chafer, aui for making and main taming 
branches and collateral tpts to comnitmkate therewith / 1 


An 
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An’ Aft to enable hit majefty. in right of his Dutchy of Lancafter; t6 njstc a 
grant of certain lands, for the purpofc of cairying into execution an Aft* pallid 
»o the thirty fecondycar of the reign of his prefont majefty, intituled *<• Ah Aft 
for making and maintaining a navigable canal, from Kirkby-Kendal it) the 
county of Weftmoriand, to Weft Houghton, in the county palatine ofLancaftei^ 
and alfo a navigable branch Irom the faid in fended canal at or near Berwick, 
to or near Warton Cragg, and alfo another navigable branch fiom at or near 
Gale Mofo, by Chorley, to or near Dux bury, in the faid county palatine of 
Lancafter.” * 

An Aft for widening, deepening, enlarging, altering and improving the'hrfvtf! 
of the town and port of Great Grimlby, in the county of Lincoln. 

An Aft for the more cffeftual banking, duming, preferving and improving, 
certain low lands and grounds, lying and being in toe foveral parilhds and COwn- 
fhip* of Everton, Sc aft worth, Grinlcy on the Hill, Mifterton, and WaVkering- 
ham, in the county of Nottingham. 

An Aft for diaiding and improving, and for Inclofing, dividing, and allotting 
certain traftsof common and wufte lands, called Marfliland ‘‘mceth, and Marlh- 
Und Fen, ly.ng within the county of Marflilmd, in the county of Norfolk, and 
for dinting and regulating the 'lockirgs, feeding, and depafturing of the faid hmeeth 
and Fen, until the inclofurc, divifion, and allotmmt thereof. 

An Aft for dividing, alioting, indoling, draiuinz, embanking, and improving 
f hc open and common fields, ing«, meadows, paftuie*, and othdr commonable 
lands and wafte grounds, within the fcvcr.il towoihips of Morton, Walkerfth, 
Enft Stockw.th, Bliton, Wharton, Filham, and Gilhy, in the fcvcral parishes df 
Gainiburgh, Bligliton, and Piiham, in the county of Lincoln. 

An Aft for buildit g a bridge ov«s the ri\cr Itolin, at or near Northing within 
the libcitics of the town and county of the town of Southampton^and for 
making a road from the fold town to the faid bridge, and from to com¬ 

municate with the bridge leading from the weft end to Botlc^yfl^^KotinCy of 
Southampton. 

An Aft for continuing the t:rm and altering and enlarging the^Hrers of an 
Aft parted in the twenty-e'ghth year of the reign of his prefent majlB, inriruleJ 
4< An Aft for enlarging the term of an Aft, made in the fecomB r ear of the 
reign of his prefent majefty, for repairing and widening the roads WrOm a cer¬ 
tain place near Bolton in the Moors, to Leigh, and from thence tb'the guide-poll, 
naar Golbourne Dale, anJ to the **oulh end of Newton bridge; and ftom the 
faid guide-port to Winwick, and from Newton by Parr Stocks, to the garde- 
port in Parr, in the county palatine of Lnnc'xftcr, and for making more effec¬ 
tual pro vj lion for repairing and widening the faid roads, except fiom the guide - 
port near Galbourne Dale to Winwick.” 

An Aft to enlarge the term and powers of an Aft, parted in the fourteendt 
year of the reign of his prefent majefty, intituled “An Aft for repairing And 
widening the fcvcral roads near the towns of liockerion, Kirklington, 
well, Norminto, and Winkbo'iinc, in rhe county of Nottingham, and for 
amending, widening, and k'eping in repair, the road b r anching out of 
of the faid roads, in the village of Kirklington to the Street Cate Road, 
the Newark and Southwell turnpike road at Great Bridge, all in the count)'of 
Nottingham. 

May 28. An Aft for granting to his Majefty a certain fom of money to be 
sailed by a lottery. 

An Aft for granting to his Majefty the furo of two hundred thoufmd pQOfvdi 
to be iftued and paid to the Governor and Comp my of the Bank of England to 
be by them placed to the account of the coramilUoncrs for die feduftion of the ‘ 
national debt. # ‘ « 

An Aft to amend an Aft, made in the loft feftion of pa rli a rrtent. Intituled; 

An Aft to amend an Aft madj in the thirty./econJ year of the reign of his 
prefent Majefty intituled an .Aft ib/regulating the allowance of the drawback 
and payment of the bounty on the exportation of fugar, and permitting the lib« 
porution of fugar and coft’ee into thd Bahama and Bermuda iflartds in 
ftiips, and for reducing thcbojnty on refined ftfgaVi exponedi/l any Ollltr WarA 
fcldtilh Ihipb.” 


An 
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An A ft for continuing the encouragement and reward of perfons making cer- 
CBin dHcovtfici for finding the longitude at Tea, or making other uPrful difcoverica 
#ad improvements in navigttion, and for making experiments relating thereto* 

An Aft to continue fevera) laws therein mentioned, relating to the better en¬ 
couragement of the making of ja : i cloathing in Great Britain { to the encouraging 
the mamafafture of Britilh fail cloth, and fecuring thr duties on foreign fail cloth 
Imported > to feeuring the duties upon foreign made fail doth, and charging 
-foreign made fails with a duty $ and to the allowing a bounty on the exportation 
of Britilh made cordage. 

An Aft further to continue an Aft, made in the thirty-third year of the reign 
of his prefent h’ijefty, intituled, t% An ‘\ft for elbblUhing regulations rdpefting 
aliens arriving in this kingdom or relUent therein, in certain cafes. 

An Aft for permitting the carrying coaft wife of lime, Jimcllone, dung, ami 
Other articles of manure, without taking out fuff ranee, tran/ire or let pals. 

An A£k to prevent unlawful combinations of workmen employed in the paper 
manufa&oiy. 

An Aft to authorife the fail of fi/h at Billinfgateby retail. 

An Aft for authorizing his Majcfty to order the regiflering, and the grantir^ 
certificates of regiitry to certain lhips and vcflcls. the property of his Majefiy's 
fubjefts, which had belonged to, or been in pofleflion of the enemy, and con¬ 
cerning which doubts have aufen whether they arc ijititlcd to be regifared accord¬ 
ant to the exiftiug laws in that behalf. 

An Aft for enabling the Kaft India Company to perform an engagement entered 
Into by them with William Sabatier, gentleman, refpefting the importation of 
cotton from the Eaft Indies. 

An Aft for allowing the importation of arrowroot from the Bfiti/h plantations 
undalftpf linked cakes, and rape cakes, from any foreign country in Britilh 
ted, navigated, and regiAcred according to law, without pajraent 

and amend an Aft palled in the thirty-third year of his 
, 'iy't reign, intituled, 14 An Aft to provide for the families of perfons 
Jt to fervein the militia of thi' kingdom, and of fubltijcute* fcrving 
r to explain and amend an Aft of^jprliament palled in the twenty«fixtk 
Kprefent Majcfty, intituled* 41 /n Aft for amending and reducing into 
[parliament the laws relating to the militia in that part of Great Britain 
called England.** 

An Aft to enforce the due execution of an Aft paffed in the laA feflion of par¬ 
liament intituled, 1 An Aft for railing a certain number pi men In thefcveral 
counties in England, for the fervice of hu M^jefty’s navy.** 

An Aft to exempt dairies and rooms tried folely for making, keeping and drying 
cheefc and butter, from the duties of windows and lights. 

An Aft for making allowances in certain cafes to fubalters officers in the time 
of peace* 

An Aft to enable the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
* Safi Indies to pur chafe certain houies and ground sonriguous to the halt India 
Houle, and to widen the north end of LuBt-Jbect. 

An Aft for further continuing the duty of one farthing per chaldron on coals, 
jp-acted by an Aft pafled in the firft year of the reign of Queen Anne, and revived 
and continued by two Afts, palled in the eighth year of the reign of King George 
the Second, and in the fixth year year of the reign of hit prelent *. ^jefly, for im- 
jutTvi^ and repairing the piers and hathourof Whitby in the county of York* 

An Aft to continue the term, and alter and enlarge the powers of an Aft palled 
In the fcventcenth year of his pecfcnt ougrfiy, Intituled, u An Aft for repairing 
and widening the road from Hall Cate Curie, at the loath well end of the sown 
pf Bedford to the town of -Ampthill, end from the fold town of AmpthiU to 
Wooten Park, in the county orBcdficd *, and lift the road branching out of the 
£ {n Kcmpfton field to the turnpike read leading from Hitcben to the laid 
of Bqlfad, except to far m the Erne bcUbm tv cbe road leading from the 
end of JUdgcmoAt Town to the entrance of Wooten Park, at a place 
jhf Bed JLudgev agdJar mafcirig ana .maintaining a road from the fouth 

• end 
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end of Ridgeanmt town aforefaid, through Hufobrn Crawley, to the north* end 
of the jtowo of Wooburn, and for difconturaiag the laid part of the faid 
road leading from thefouth end of Ridgemont to the Red Lodges diMil^iod 
nlfb lor dlfccmtinulng the highway from thence through the fodPwfc, ttfwfcttc 
U joins the road leading from Wooburn to Brerihoh, all m Che fame UNbkf of 
Bedford. 4 

Msy io. An A d for granting to hli Majefty additional dutlta on for eign Wtadt, 
and Britim faints, and on foreign wines fold by audion. 

An Ad for granting to his Majefty a certain fum of money out of the fton* 
folidated fond, for the forvice of the year one thoufand feren hundred and ninety- 
fit i and for further appropriating the fuppliea granted in this feffion of parliament* 

An Ad for granting to his vajefty certain duties on dogs. 

An Ad for granting annuities to fatiafy certain navy vidualling and tra nf jort 
Bills. 

An Ad for the better colledion of the duty on hats. 

An Ad for enabling the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to Indies, to purchafe ground tor building warehoufes upon, and to make 

a new ftreet from Petticoat-lane to White-ftrcet, milead of Ora?el4ane hi Petti¬ 
coat-! ane. 

An Ad for railing, maintaining, and keeping in repair, the road from the north 
end of the Bridge, commonly called Old Trent Bndge, to the well end of St. Mafy’o 
Church-yard, by way of Hollow Stone, in the panlh of St. Mary in the town of 
Nottingham, and for eredmg and maintaining fuch and fo many flood bridge* 
^pon the (aid road as may be neccflary to cany off the flood water, and for 
widening and improving the entrance into the town of Nottingham, by waj of 
Hollo* Stone. 
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MESSAGE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF 

% 

FRANCE. 

—■ ■■ ^ 

REPUBLIQUE FRANC AISE. FRENCH REPUBLIC; 

McJJage du Dire Hot re addrejfi au Mejfage from the Directory, addrtffjsd 
Cornell dei Ancient le 5 Pluviofe, r# the Council of Eldei s 9 dates '$ 
et !u en Cotitit/Secret. Pluviofe {Jan. 25,) and read in m 

Secret Committee • 

ClTOYINi LIGlSLATKIJftfy CITIZENS LEGISLATORS, 

Dcs cnnemis dc la France ont parle Enemies of France have fpoken of 
de paix, mala c'etoit pour relentir nos peace, but it was to relax our prepara- 
preparatifs, pendant qu'eux-raemes re- tions, while they themfelves redoubled * 
doublient d’cftbrtj pour continuer la their efforts for continuing the war s 
guerre: ils vouloient a AT dblir le courage they wifhed to weaken the courage of 
de nos defenfeurs, en les berjant, d’une our defenders, by'lulling them with 
pacification prochaine, qu’eux-memcs the hopes of approaching peace, which 
ne cefioient d’cluder par des formes they themfelves have not ccjyd to dude, 
evafiveset des pretexts fbUes. Cette by evafive forms and fri^fls pretexts, 
perfidic, de leur part, n'eit^s nouvelle, This perfidy, on the^^^Hs not new r 
* et les bruits qu’ils ont aftefte dcrepandre and the reports tttfllH^HaSefted to 
a ce fujet, depu s le commencement^gjjnulatc on this fubjel^Bn die com* 
des hofillite^, n’ont jamais manquemcncement of hoftiliti^V have never 
de’tie lilfis et accredites par la faction failed to be feized on andllievcd by the 
de le’tranger, qu'ils entretiennent au foreign faftion, which ley maintain 
millieu de nous Mais ces manoeuvres among us. But thefe mfneeuvres have 
n’ont point garinti les mefures du Di* never influenced the merfires of the 
re ft oi re FxecutifT, et tout cn offrant la Executive Direftory, who, wen in offer* 

Paix atix Puiflances Coalifces, a des ing peace to the Coalefcedk’owcrs, on 
conditions aufli moderees que peut le conditions as moderate as Jfc confident 
comporter la digmte Nation ale, il n*a with the national dignity, hmft negleftcd 
rien neglige pour afTurer dcs nouveaux nothing for aifui ing new m iu mphs to * 
trtomphes aux armes republicaines. the republican arm*. 

Les Franjais doivent favoir qu'ils The French fhould know that they 
si'aurout la paix avec leurs cnnemis will not have peace with their enemies 
que lorFju’ils auront mis ceux-ci till they ihall have rendered it impoffi* 
dans 1 ’impofiib lite de pourfaivre leurs ble for them to purfue their difafierou^ 
projets defaftreux. Cette epoque ri'cft projefts This epoch is not far off 5 in 
pas eloignee, die doit couronner une muft crown a vigorous campaign, a&d 
campagne vigoureufe, et nous avons we have reafon to believe that which if 
lieu de croire que celle qui va s ’ouvrir about to be opened will yield In nothing 
pe le cedera point a celle de Tan 3. to that of the 3d year. Already tbg 
Deja la confidante qu'acquiert chaque confiftency which the government daily 
joui le gouvernement *, V accord defef- acquires—the concord (to the despair a£ 
perant pour les ennemis interieurs, our internal enemies) which fub&fts * 

qui exifte entre le corps fegiilauf et between the Legiflative Body and 'the 
le direftjire; la cir ularion des dsnrecj Direftory—the circulation of provU)oni 
qui commence a fe retablit ; Fern which begins to be re-efiablimed— the 
prertement des jeune citoycns a re- anxiety of the young citizens to rejoin 
joj&die lcur« drapeaux ) 1 afthitr gine* their ftandajrds—the general aftivlty of 

» 
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talk des" tontribttattes a feconder la 
WtuVre et ddcifive de l'emprunt 
forte i [ I* certitude enfin de voir toete* 
feifcfdttoife pour femes, felt que leur 
foystiftfre ^emeurc 1 dccouvert, foit 
iftfeatd-en ‘diflimulcnt r arricrcpc nfcc 
ink formes anarthiques 5 tout 
Otffci'ftous annonce que <i nous femmes 
forces par d’itnpltcmbles cnnemis a 
couvrir encore de noi foldats burs 
piilaes en anglantees, ce fera pour 
crirflr bveht8t, Converts de nouveaux 
hndsrt} jouir do repos, deformais 
Inalterable, qu’afTurent U constitution 
juree par tout lea Francais, le retour de 
In et de It juftice, I'amourdu 

travail et de Teconomie. Ce qui rend, 
von3 le fades, citoyens legiflatcars, 
k fervice H penible en ce moment, 
mdgre let rcffourcc* prodigieufes qui 
existent encore dint la repnbllqoe, 
c'eft Fabfence des Signet reprtfentatift 
d'echange, enfouis par ia cupidite, 
qui ote la poffibiiite de faire les ap- 
provtikmnemens nfcceflairies aux 
grmees; H fautdonc ua moyen d’y 
iujspleer, et la dbeftorie n'en apper- 
gwt aucf n que la levee en natuie de 
morns, qui, dans ce mo¬ 
dus urgent ct le plus 
des chevaux, tant 
' nonte. 

/ tC caufe du peu ue 
^ampaigne dermiere, fut 
| qu’abfoiu de moyens de 
ia fup£riorit£ des enaemit 
ep caVakricJ Le mal ne fait, qu’aug- 
jfcenter chsfjue jour, et nous fommes 
obliges de/zaus dire, citojens Icgifla- 
tetars, qtjeffH n’eft pris, a cct egard, 
line xAefutt auSfi prompte qu’cfficace, 
mil jievotif nous attendre a des revers. 
LeT#irt£ta rb demande que voosraute* 
rifefcz It fa.rc Ja levee du trenticme 
ctsevxi dans toute f^tendue de la re- 
ptmtique 1 1 'expcrienCe aSTure le fucces 
he 'cgtte toefurt; tout autre ne peut 
donner que des refultatt douteux, 
itidiji, etftraanant • del dtyenfes ex- 
cefoves, et & la fortfe^ d'une quantise 
prtj&jfeufe de numeraire* 

# Le dixtftohe ne s’eft determine 
1 feire ‘au cor k 1 legiflatif la psepo- 
d'une levee extraordinajic de 
qu'lpres Favoir long-texnS 
eS t'etre bidn penetre qu'il 
ie Bdtot d’autres mo\cm d’aflurer 


fobjet, 
merit, dtl 
lndifjpenfa] 
de trait q«ri 

La . 
fecccs 3 e 
le defeat 
tranfports, 


the contributor! to feeond flte Mufery 
and decisive meafure of the fbrcedtoW^ 
the certainty, in ftoftr, of feeing ail the 
factions puaiihed, whether theif royal- 
2fm be .difeoveted, whether they (Rflem^ 
We the lift breath bf it under the forma 
of anarchy—evtry thing, in foort, an¬ 
nounces that, if we are forced by our 
implacablrentmieS to cover again t^tir 
bloody plaint with our foldiers, It will 
be to return fpeedily, covered with new 
laurels, to enjoy thenceforward the un¬ 
alterable repofe that h offered by die 
constitution, SWora to by all Frenchmen, 
and the return of morality and juftiee, 
the love of labour and oconomy. 
Citizens Legislators, you are aware that 
what renders the fervice fo painful ia 
the prefent moment, notwithstanding 
the prodigious refourcei which are foil 
to bq found in the republic^ is the ab- 
fence of the representative iiqns of 
exchange, fwallowed up by that ava¬ 
rice, which renders it impoitible to pro¬ 
vide the neceffary fupplies for the 
armies* We muft devife fome fubftj- 
tute, and the Diie&ory can perceive no 
other except that of railing in kind that 
article at lcaft which is at prefent moft 
neceffary dna indifpenfible, viz, horfea 
both/or draught and Saddle* 

The principal caufe of the little fuc- 
cefs of the iaft campaign was the al¬ 
most total want of means of convey¬ 
ance, and the fuperiority of our enemy's 
cavalry. The evil muft increafc every 
day, and we are obliged to tell you. 
Citizen Legislators, that if thefe is not 
taken in this refpedt, a meafure prompt 
and efficacious, we proft expeft defeats. 
The Directory requests that you will 
authorise it to raife the thirtieth horfe 
in all the extent of the republic, ex¬ 
perience aftures the fuceefs of this mea¬ 
fure , all others will only have doubtful 
confequcnces, How, and bringing with 
them exceffive expencel, and the fend¬ 
ing out a prodigious quantity of 
fpecie. 

Tfrt Directory has not formed the 
determination to make the Legislative 
Body tite proportion of an extraordinary 
levy of horfes till after the fubjeft had 
been long considered, and that there 
were well convinced that there exifted 
no other oceans of enfuring the fervice. 
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Cfttf leycc fcxait fate par lea qorps This levy ihxllhe sfede.by tfe Mt 
ajn^ftratifa. . Le corps legtflatif miniflxative Bodice* Th$ 

Sfflm lui-mSmc -fur le mode Body may itfclf paa& the-afta ojf f $£ft 
d'pxecutiop, au l'abandonnee au di- execution,orte^itto 
rcGoire, qui faivra leplus econajwque will follow the means, 
et le tnolns onereux pofliblc aux and the jeaft vexadoi^sjo Jtnfl itittepfe 
cito) eas £ mala auelque parti que vou« whatever decifion you may 
adoptie* Jl cet egard les circonftancea refpeft, circumftances fequifft that tide 
exigent que cette mefure xflb foit point meafure be not deterred* * 

**«■. . 

^ Citoyena lcgiflateurs, le direc- Citizens Legiilators, the Qjfftu 
toire imite le confcil a prendje 1’- tory Invites the Council to take tht 
pbjet de la demande dans la plus objett of its demand into the Jpoft 
haute et la plus prompte confide- feriou* and the moft prompt oonArf 
radon* deradon* , TU , 


Rxubzll, Rrefident. 


Rzvbell, Prefident* 


fcrf? 


France in regard to the object ot a general pacification. tie therefore re- 
quefta Mont Barthclcmy to tranfmit to him In writing (and after having 
made the aece/Tary inquiries]) his anfwer to the following que felons. 

U. Is there the difpodtion in France to open a negotiation with his Majeftff 
and his Allies for the re-eftablifhment of a general peace, upon juft and iqitg 
able terms, by fending, foi that purpofe, Mmifters, to » congrcft, at fuch pligf 
as may hereafter he'agreed uponf <m 

IT. Would there he the difpofition to communicate to the undeJgnotLthe 
wenrral erounds of a pacification. fuch as France would be wilh'rjSaroiM&t 


for peace ? 


in pyp- 


to thek queft*ons, and to tr&nhnit it to his Couit; but he* islaot'jfi' auf 
in inner authored to cnt« with him into negotiation, pr dflcuffidb 
(uhjCiSlq* 1 u 

Jh »<> Mn cb g, 1796. (Signed) f W. WifK^k 

Note tranfmitted to Mr. Wickham, by Mr. Barthelcmf, Marchjt&> 

T HE uuderfigned, Ambaffudoi of the French Republic^t® 

Body, has tranfmitted to the Executive Directory the note vyhich 
\\ ickham, his Britamclc Majefty'? Mini tier Plenipotcniiary to the Smfi 
Cantons, was pleated to convey co him, dated the eighth of March* He 
has it in command to anfwer it by an expofition of the fenttapnta and atjf 
uofitUiDs of the Executive Dire&ory. , - •» 

Ihe Diie&ory ardently defires ro procure for the French Republic a 
honourable, and folid peace. '1 he llep taken by Mr. Wickham would 
afforded to the Directory a real latisfadion, iftno decUiatfon itfelf which 
nunifcrmake?, of hi* not having any order, or any power to negotiate, m 
give room to doubt of the (incetity of the pacific iuteutions of his c 
fdf!, if it was true tbit England be ai* to know her real ' 


Si 
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Jhu fought lot peace with good faith ; would fhe jjropote a congr«% ox 
ihe* ncctflary rdvlt mvft he to render all negotiation endleisf Q& 
/hi* confine hericll to the afking fa a vague manner that the Ereiitmi 
Ak-Ii( fhouid point out any other way, whatever, fox attaining the 
jedt, that of a general pacification i 


r?' t 3 



STATE PAPERS. 


It it that this ftep has had ' no other objed than to obtain for the Britiih 
government the favourable itnpceflion which always accompanies .the firft 
,^*er tores .Mtycacd? May it not have behn accompanied with thchope that 
v #ey woitld-gfodtJc^no effcd f 

^^HoweWthat may be, tfrt Executive Dircfidry, Whofe policy has soother 
df&MM hah opepnefs and good faith, will, follow in its explanations, a condinft 
qtfuch (hall be wholly conformable to them. Yielding to the ardent defirc by 
* frhich it is animated to procure peace for the Frcrtch Republic and for all 
• nation* it will not fear to declare itfelf openly. Charged by tie conftttution 
xtuitk the execution of the laws, it cannot make or lifien to any fropofal that would 
Jut Contrary to them . The confiitutional aft does not permit it to eonfeut to any 
alienation of that which, according to the cxifting laws, conjlitutcs the territory of 
tjfmJtlepubliC' [Charge par if conftitution de Texccution des ioix, il ne pent 
(lire ou entendre aucune propofition qui y ferait contraire. L'ade confti- 
ftktioxlnei ne lui permet de con&ntir 2 aucune alienation de ce, qui, d'apres 
'■ lesloix exiftantes, conftitue le territoire de la republique.] 

With refpe& to the countries occupied by the French armies, and which 
have.not bech united to France, they, ts well as other intcrefts, political and 
eanrincrciai* may become the fubjvCl of a negotiation, which will prfent to 
Ihe Directory the means of proving how much it delires to attain fpcedily to 
h'happy Ratification. 

, The ^ Directory is ready to receive, in this refpedt, any overtures that (hall 
be juft> reafonable, and compatible with the dignity of the Republic. 

- 1 Mefle, the 6th ot Germinal, the 4th year of the French Re¬ 

public (»6th March, 17^6.) 

o'. [Signed) BARTHELEMY, 
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NOTE. • 

jurt of London has received from its minifter in Switzerland, the 
ST *o the quettions which he had been charged to addrefs to Mon- 
r *(p^ to the opening of a negotiation for the rc-cfta- 
<tierai tranquillity. 

p/* has fecn > witJl far the tone and fpirit of that 

*• f nature and extent of the dqjkianda which it conraius, and the 
Enouncing them, are remote from any difpofitjons for peace, 
hiffiblc pretenfion 1s there avowed of appropriating to prance all 
thae'jtllc ial/s i&ttally exifting there may have tomprifed under the deno- 
sti nation « French territory. To a demand fuch as this is added bn exprefs 
4ecibi£tiop, that no propofal contrary tb.it will be made, or even liilened to : 

- aadthfo* finder the pretence of an internal regulation, the .provifiona of which 
am wholly foreign to all other nations, 
fWhile rhefe difpofidous (hall be perfiftert in, nothing is left for the King 
ecete a war equally juft and ncceffary. 

- Whenever his enemies* (hall manifeft more pacific fentiments, his majefty 
wp at all times be eager to concur in them, by lending himfelf, in concert. 
With his allies, to all (uch tneafures as (hall be heft calculated to re-cftabli(h 
msierai tranquillity on conditions juft, lionourable, and permanent: either 
fcythe eftabldbmcnt of a congrefs, which has been fo often, and fo happily 
.|fo* mesne of reftorldg peace to Europe; or by a preliminary difeufiion of the 
j*icdples which may be propofed, on either fi»Je, as a foundation of a general, 
pawgtetion ; 01*, laftly, by an impartial examination of any other way which j 
puay be pointed put to him for arriving at the lame fidutory epcU 
. * 80 **ing-finets jpril io, 1796. # 

(Jppp.iofthoRefcript which the Emperor font to Baron de Hugel, in anfwer to C 
letter of coagratulatibln of the Diet of Ratifibon, on account' of hislm* 
hpjefty's vtdories. 

J? a T? the content* of, the letter of congratulation and of * 

'‘which th«* General' Diet has very humbly addteffed to ut 
yfy Wwnn expreffion of themoft lively 
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Ititude for thz extraordinary farrificei, and the geneitm* e&tftf wfcfcfi we 
made# for the energetic and perfevcring afliilance which we have furaifediL 
and for our indefatigable folicitude for the fafety and p r efcn ra t inn of the 
country and confbtution of the German empire—the noble aad^potriorie'&s* 
preflion of the fincere part which the Diet takes m the brttlisnt and ever fed* 
znorable vi Aoriea which wq hate obtained, under the proteAran ei the moft 
high, by our unconquerable firmncfi, and the bravery of our armies, have dtt* 
cited in us thr moil agreeable fontimenti, We older you, in confeqoenee; tto 
teftify, in our name, to the General Diet of the Empire our iatia'aASentif 
Supreme Chief of the Germanic Body. y t > 

*• The fate of Germany would have been decided by the loft of the richest, 
moft populous, and moft confiderahle provinces, if the enemy, foil of cftofi* 
dence m their projeA of fchifm, tending to favour the full execution of thtifr 
plan of aggrandizement and ton quad, had fucceedcd in ftriking the laft bto^ r 
which tney were preparing German Empire. \ \ m\ 

“ We explained ourfelves in a very detailed manner oft f&nfal J j d, itesNi 
log to the importance of the ol ]" A, in the decree of commiSon which wt 
font to the Diet on the 19th of November, laft year$ we join to it the yttif 
remarkable proclamation of the rcprefentativepf the French people, A fc r &u rf 
Thionvilie, to the inhabitants of the left bank of the RJrne, of Which* Wo 
have juft received information. t 

“ '1 his proclamation fumifttes a new and irrefragable proof of the fofoo&t 
and decided projeA of the enemy to take alkthc left bankpf the Rhine M 
the boundaries of their conquefts, and to lay as a bafts for the approaching 
peace the difmemberment ol that part of the Body Politic of Germany. Th* 
viAones gained by my generals fince the middle of OAober, are fo npeh 
more important, inafmuch as they have turned afide the mortal ‘ 
againft the Empire ’of Germany and the conftitution. < 
u At the fame timd it refolts from the faithful expofure 
of the pohtical relations contained in the degr ee of ratific 
pally in the reply of the Committee to*rhc 1 

of peace made by us, in our name, WJ ic that of the Empire, 
decided cxprtfBon of patriotifm, harmony, warlike vaIout, and ] 
that can alone bring the enemy to a juft and permanent peace % 1 
with arms m our hands that wc can accelerate the peace of thcem 
we fo ardently defire. # \ 

u However agreeable the folemn expreffion of the gratitude a 
lations that have been exprefled to us may be, we (ball thwk ic pi 
verthelefs, to fet very ftnA limits to the juft confidence, which W| 
the patriotifm of the dates of the empire, if in the part which they tr 
hand, in the glorious viAones gained, and on the ptbei, in* 
that may allure the prefervation and profoerity of Germany, we do na 
cognize the conviAion of the indifpenfibfe nectflity apd the renewal of 
conftitutional afiurance, of co qperatmg with the gfeateft energy in this foM 
important end decifive moment, by the general union and the mod vigonpmg 
cxercife of all the armed force of Germany, in the defence and fopporr ofo 4 
the country, and hi the prefervation of its liberty and c<HW*tutioii 5 and tfcfcf % ' 
for the purpofe of accelerating a peace, which fbail not dishonour the Gccnuuar< 
name, and of putting an end to all the inevitable burdens and evik of % 4 mh&t > 
to which the Empire was forced. , , , , , . 

4* No one canmifunderftand the reAitude of our views in there fenttateafe, > 
which wc manifeft with confidence, in our quality of fopreme head of tty* 
empire, and which you will communicate, without delay, to the » 

amDaftkdors, and mmifters of the General Diet of the Empire.'* v * 1 { 

Gwen at Vienna, Dec. 22 , 1x95. ' ^ rf* 

Copy of the Anfwer which the Palatine Ambaflador, Cosot d* Tmci£m> '' 
received on the twenty-feventh of January, to his compel* muk.to tjfoca, 
Emperor, againft the difarming of the troops of the Palatinate. 

9 t rrulE Emperor cannot decide in this caufe, as the difarming of the 
JL troops was only in confoquence of the fondalous furrender of Man* <£ 

Mm 
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Mp v and tkMtfhnfeal behaviour of the garrifon of that place to the troopa 
or hi* majefty, on whofe arrival they had drawn up the bridge, denied them 
Up pafiage through the town, See. The terminaion of the toqniryineo due 
cftufe muftbe.waited for; and it depends entirely upon\he EleAor toac- 
cekmte obtainio^the fatisfa&ion he demands, by a fpeedy termination of the 
trial of tfiaft penotit who eaufetfthe eapitdlatioh and fur render of the place. 
Concerning the demands made by Count Wurmfer, which are alfo a part of 
the {complaint, his Majefty defires the Elector to confider that an army, 
forced by circumftancc* to march to a country where they never thought their 
presence would be required, could not carry their magazines with them; and 
that therefore, thfey hod no tyafon to Complain of "contributions which were 
of Use utsnoft necefliey, Without Which the army mud have peri (bed, and 
which were but a fmall compeufation, compared with what would have been 
< left if the country had fallen into the hands of a defolatinj* enemy ; his ma« 
jefty had' however given orders, that every* thing which either had been, on 
should in future be delivered to the Imperial army, fhould be paid for, and an 
agreement about the price made with the government of the palatinate, Con¬ 
cerning the contribution which Count Wurmfer demanded of the city of 
lljahmm, his Imperial Majefty muft confrfa, that he had given no orders to 
that purpofc; but as it is cuftopoary to give fome marks ofgratitude to tfoope 
who take a fortrefs, cfpecially when this is accompanied with great Idfs and 
danger, bis Majefty thinks the inhabitantsof Manheim fhould willingly im- 
, pcllcd by gratitude f o their deliverers, have given the 100,000 florins, 
which were ratted to be diftnbUted ttmong them. The payment of the fum 
of ado,coo florins more, Which was made a* ter wards, ihould not be imme¬ 
diately pfifted upon. His Majefty had given orders to field Marfhall Wurmfer 
v not to A V'fere in the civil government, though his Majefty had a right to 

*-\ 5 till a pease /ball be concluded, and to treat it m the fame man- 

s°P^ uere ^ pl*cc. It would, however ,be expe&cd, that his 
'fpl# would appoint fochperfons for the management of public 
)• a ^ot fufpc^cuV/ ~ ’“^ contrary to the intentions of his ba* 
geml j for the public welfare/* -' 
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ABINGDON, Earlof, cm TrearonBjJL^rifij. 

L tiveto Negotiation, ii. 395. ^^MBuous Meeting BiLHH 
Abbot, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. x88. Gives noH 
Committee on expiring lawB, iv.47, Moves, iv. 78. ® 

A&s Public k, lift of all thofe'that have paffed in the feffionS 
Adair, Mr Serjeant, on Breach of Privilege in publii&ial 
titled “ Thoughts on Government, i. 427,428,445, ii. 29. 23*1 
of Merchants and Banker?, t. 468. On Seditious Meeting Bj 
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On Mr. Manning’s Petition relative to Stamps on Bill of Excri 
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Adair, Mr Serjeant, on Breach of Privilege in publii&inl Pamphlet in* 
titled “ Thoughts on Government, i. 427,428,445, ii. 29. 23*% On Petition 
of Merchants and Banker?, i. 468. On Seditious Meeting ii. 43. On 
Slave Trade, iii. 97. 296. 348.349. 441. On Bill for anatomiziw Burglarers, 
iii. 401, On Negroes, iv. 60. 69. On Expiring Laws Comfiittee, iv. 79, 
On Mr. Manning’s Petition relative to Stamps on Bill of ErchAige, iv. 164, 
Prcfents Petition from Quakers for relief with refpedt to- t"hes, iv. x6c. 
Notice upon it, 166. Introduces Bill, iv. 220. 235. 352. 362.466. 520. 576, 
577, Curates Maintenance Bill, iv. 360, 361. 

Addington, Mr . IV. on the Sedition and Treafon Bills, i. 5x3. On Slave 
Trade, iii* ion, 347. 

Addreft , of Uoufe of Lords , on Outrage on the King and King’s Speech* 
i.5,54.99, too. Prcfented, i. 98. 

Accounts, relative to Flour and Com, Appendix vol i. 61,60. up. Of net 
Produce of Cuftoms in England and Scotland paid into Exchequer up to 
O&ober 10, 1795, Appendix vol. i. xx8. Net Produce of Stamp Duties, In* 
cidents, Exeife, &e. up to Odtober 10, 1795, Appendix vol. i. 123 to 127. 
Extraordinary Expences of Army, Appendix vol. ii. 3 to 36. Of Pay, Ckatfc* 
ing and allowances of Volunteer Local Corps, See. and other Army Account*, . 
Appendix vol. ii. 37 to 57. Arfny Extraordinaries up to Deeember 24,1795, 
Appendix vol. iii. 87 to 98. Produce of Duties for Payment of Annuities &c f 
Appendix vol iii. 81 to 86. Produce of duties for payment of annuities. 
Appendix 87 to 98. Produce of Taxes up to April 5, 1796, Appendix 
vat. in. 99. Value of Exaorts and Imports in laft ten years, ior to 109. 
Extraordinary Expcnces of Army up to December 179$, not provided for 
Jby Parliament, x 10 to 114. 
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Agreement between individual Members of both Houfes to reduce the prict 
•f WJbueatmtheir td^6&qtTm$esduring high.price of Wheat, ii. 457. 

AlGhnarle'i Earl if % notice of Motion refped in g Pamphlet entitled ‘‘Thoughts 
an the Englilb Government, ii. 91. Lays the Pamphlet on the Table, ii* 
226. Moves that is a breach of Privilege, ii. 1:7. 

Allardyce Mr, on. Scotch Cavalry, ii* 2* 

Amyatt, Me • prdents Petition from Southampton, ii. 34. 

Aucaftrr,Duke of prefents Petition from Lincoln, ii. 213. 

Anderfin, Mr . Alderman , on Seditious Meetiug Bill, i. 235, 136, ii. 2X2. 
On Petition from Alderfgate Ward, ii. 38. ic6. Brings up two bills relative 
to Chatters of Royal Exchange and Loudon inference Office*, ii. 153. Moves 
for leave to bring in Bill to protedl the Mcrcftants, Bankers and Traders 
from depredations of their Clerk*, dec. ii. 149. Prcfents a Petition from 
Million Bank, iii. 16. Moves for leave to bring in Bill, iii, 74* Moves for 
leave to bring in Bill for relief of Coalheavcrs, iv. 189. 

Armejiey, Mr- prpfeijts Petition from Reading in favour of Treafon and 
Seditious Meeting Bills, i. 402. 

Anfuer received by Palatine Embaflador, on his complaint made to the 
Emperor, Appendix vol. iv. 7. 

Anfiruthyr, Mu? on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 323. ii. 113,124. On Treafon 
BHl, ii. 90.' 

An fiver to Addrefi on King’s Speech, i. 99, loo. • 

Arden , Lord , moves navy (Seamen and Marines) i. 125. Moves for In* 
ftru&ions to Committee to introduce claufe to enable officers of the marine 
to enlift men for that, fervicefrom the marching regiments, dec. beyond Seas, 
iii. 8* On Caldon Canal Bill, in* 511. 

Army Fftimates, ii. IOZ. 

Army txtfL ordinaries, ii* 214* 

Army , Appen.ix vol. i. 123. vol. ii. 37. 

J°^ n dcott ) t on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 186. ii. 112# 
-^-(Thoughts on Government) 1.418, 447. ii. 9. On 
. \r ffOz. On ulc 47 * On Treafon Bill, k ii. 61. 

'Zrk Petition, ii. 227/ cOH am burgh Bills, iii. 247. On 
,^ f iu. 403. On Collateral Succefiion Bill, iii. 502. On real 
Sid, iv. 369, 423. 

, op his Grant of Penfion, ii. 92. On Vote of Credit Bill, 
n Game Laws, iii. 338. On Shadwell’s Divorce Bill, iii* 
340* On ConfiA of Adminiftration (Marquis of Landfdown's Motion) iv* 
3o{. On Fiigpce, (Earl of Lauderdale’s Motion) iv* 332* 

B* 

Baker, Mr* on Treafon Bill, ii* 89. 

Barracks, accountaof Expenditure upon, Appendix vol. si. 82 to 94. 
Barabam , Mr. on Breach of Privilege, i. 4^6. On Treafon Bill, ii, SS, 89. 
On Slave Trade, iii. 120. ^46. On Maroon War in Weft indies, iii, 484,. 
483* On Slave Carrying Bill, iv. 226. 

Baring, Sir Francis , on high price of Bread, i. 120. 376. 379. On his Ma- 
jefty's Meffacc relative to file of Dutch Prizes, ii. 236* On X.oan, ii. 270. 
290. On Budget, ii. 282. On Bread ii. 332* On Hamburgh Bills, iii* 247* r 
Barker , Mr. on Bill to regulate conveyance of Writs, ii. 343. 

Bartbelcmy , M, his Anfwcr to Mr. Wkklxam’s Notification, Appendix 
voUv.3. 

Bajfet Sir Branch , on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 30J. 360* On Scarcity of 
Corn, i. 376. In Con variation on Petitions,, f. 497 * 4 fS. Prefents Petition 
from Redruth in favour of Bills, ii* 233* On Millers Toll Regulation Bill, 
Si* 476. 

jSafard, Mr. on real Eftatc Succefiion Bdl, iv. 771. 421. 

Babies, Mr. an report irons Corn Committee, ii. 450. On Seditious Meet* 
ingjili, ii. 

~ Bath 


Attorney C 
On Breach o 
Call of the Pi 
107. 416. 

B»ti for BargU 
Eftatc Sueccflb 
Auckland, L 
iii* 301, 303. 
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Btth, petition from, upon Treafon and Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 210. 

Bedford, Duke of, on King's 'Speech, i. 59 92, 93. On Treafon Bill, U 
136. 142, 143, 105. 213, 214. 244,245.251. 259. In Committee on thfe 
Bill, 1. 217, 219. Prelents Hetmons from Plymouth Dock, Stonehoufe, 
Frome, Durham and Newcaflle againft the Bills, ii 296. Petition from Bed¬ 
ford, ii. 384, 385. On Me II it gc relative to Negotiation, ii. 395, 396. Prefents 
Petition from 17000 peifons, Guardians of ConllitutiOnal Liberty, ii. 447. 
On Seditious .Vleenng Hill, ii. 465. On High Price ol Corn, ii. 541, 542, 
543 » 544 * On Shad well’s Divorce Bill, in. 342. On change of Syftem (Lord 
Guildford's Motion) iv. 443, 4.15, 465. 

Be/gran/e Lord, Prefents Petition from rcfpe&able Inhabitants of Chefler, In 
favour of i reafon and Seditious Meeting Bills, 1.408. Petition from Chcflcr, 
ii. 47. On Army Effcimates, 11. 139. 

Berkeley, Captain, on General ioclofurc Bill, iv. 188. On Longitude iv. 
268. on Game i,aws, iv, 26 

Bill for Saiety of his Majefty’s Perfon, &c. i. 127, 

Blackhum, Mr petition from Merchants, &c. ot Liverpool, ii. 47. 

Bouvene, Mr* cn Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 200. On Tr alon Bill, ii. 410. 
On Slave Trade, iii. 347. On New (paper onveyance Bill, iv. 219. On 
Motion for expullion 01 Colontl Cawthoine, iv, 350. 

Bon ingdon Lotd, on .seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 3IX. 

Brandlings Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 223. On Breach of Privilege, 
{Thoughts on Government) i. 434. On Call of the Houfe, i. 462. On Army 
Extraordm.11 ics, ii. 225. 


Breach of Privilege , i. 421. 

Bridport Adm.ral Lord, Anfvver to Thanks of the Houfe, i. 10; 
Bnjiol City of , Petition .<gainIt Treafon and Sedition Bills, i. 
Browne, Mr. Ifa\c Hankins, nn Seditious Meeting Bill, Wi; 
iill, 11. 09 aoq. vlu Rudder. \i. 581.. G11 Ww’*' 


I9 409. on Budget, \i. 282. On W&ff 
On Petition on Dr. John Hunter's ItfufemyiMS:- 


407. 

289. On 
Police Bill, 
On Game 
elief Bill, 
iou Bill, iv. 


Treafon Bill 

iii. 120 . On ration on JL)r. John Hunt ers wiuieumrasrah 
Laws, i.i, 406. On WeftminlterOn Qn 

iv. 235. On Curates Maiiiteu«.xjKiii 7 •iv. 361. On reals 

57 * „ 

Budget (fvft) ii. 237. Ref lations of. Appendix, vol. ii. 6q 

Buntury Sir Cbar its, on Bill lor Kel tf el the Poor, 1. 480. 

Bur don , Mr. on Breach of Privilege, ( Thoughts on Government) I. 4x5, 
Prefents Petition from Sunderland againft the iiills, ii- 213. Cm Army Ex* 
traordinants, 11. 225. On Bill to enable Jnftices to regulate pr*e ol labour, 
ii. 342 iii. 37. On Durham Petiti. n, n. 396. On Dog Tar, m, 15. 

Bu> ton, Mr. on Scarcity of Corn, i. 374. On WeltmmftaMPoiice Bill, 
iii 117. - * 

Burrell, Sir Peter, On Seditious Mec ing Bill, ii. 45. On Bread,'ii. 553, 
On Corn committee, 11.487. 563. 

Bul.'cr , Mr. on real vucceiiion Bill, iv. 419. 

Buxton, Mr on King’s .speech, i. 2x. On Seditious Meeting Bill, i, 200# 
On Breach of Privilege, i. 423. ii. 28. On Bill to enable Jufcicos to regulate 
Price ol Labour, iii, 36. On Game Laws, iii, 70. 327. 335 405.472. iv. 271. 
Scarcity ol Corn, m. 72. 263. 265. On Slave 1 ade, in. 86. 348. On cul¬ 
ture of Potatoes, iii. 229. On I) ') ax, iv. 9. 198. -33. On Pewter Pot 
Bill, iv. 157. On Bill to enforce br nging Coin t«.* Market, iv. 518. 

Byng, Mr. on Meeting of Freeholders of Middielex at Hackney, i. 464, 
On Polls and Turnpikes Regulation, iii. 2; 5 * 

Caernarvon , Earl of, in Committee on 1‘rrafor Bill, i. 2X2. On Earl of 
GuiUliord’A Mutton for Change of s yftem, iv. 444. 

Car life, Earl ef, on Adjournment of Debate on Earl of Guildford's Motion, 


iv. 444. 

Canning, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 2 * 5 * On Petition fiotn London 
Corrclponding Society, i. 418, 419. On Newfpaper Conveyance Bill, i y* 
218, 21 

Canterbury, Arbp • of, on Quakers Relief Bill, it. 579. 

Cave Jtdijfr 
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Gavendijh, Lord George, on Sncceflion to rtabEflates Bills, iv. 416, 

Caiotborne, Colonel, on his Sentence and Proceedings of the Court Martial, 
iv. 329. 

Careen, Mr . Poole, on Horfe Tax, ii, 564. 

Clarence Duke of, on Slave Trade, id. 277. 

Chancellor, Lord, on King’s Speech, i. 87,88, 89. In Committee on Trcafon 
Bill, i. 205, 207, 2XX, 2ii, 2x7. On the Earl of Lauderdale’s Motion for 
Papers, i. 241. On Order ii. 94, 97. On Libel ii. 120. On Lincoln Pe¬ 
tition, ii. 293. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 327. 482, 483, 484. On 
Edinburgh Petition, ii. 444. Informs the Houfe that he has received a letter 
from Admiral Cornwallis, on receiving intimation o r their Lordlhips Thanks, 
ii, 569. On Vote of Credit, iii. 302. On Shadwell’s Divorce hill, iii. 34?. 
On Marquis of Lanfdown’s Speech on Papers, iii. 508. On Debtor and 
Creditor Bill, iv. 2 ix. On Conduit of Admin 1 ft rati on iv. 372, 324. On 
Earl of Guildford’s Motion iv. 460. On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 580. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer , on King’s Speech, i. 37. 51. On Mefiagefrom 
Lords on Outrage on the King, i. 53. On Anfwer to MefTagc i. 95. On 
Scarcity of Corn i. 95, c6. Moves Supply, xox. On h gh price of Bread, i. 
104. 115. xx8, ixo. Introduces Bill for preventing Seditious Meetings and 
Alfcmblies, i. 167. On Call of the Houfe, i. 201, 202. ii. 338,339. On 
motion of Adjournment, i. 221. 224. On Bill, i. 224. 300. 297, 299. 360. 
ii.40,42. On Treafon Bill, 1.268, 269. 453. 455. 46?. ii. 87, 83 , 8q, 90. 
424,452. On Order, i. 299. Propofcs Bountiis on Importation of Corn, 
I. 373 , 375 » 37 &, 378. On Returns of Land Forces, i. 3*8. On Army Efti- 
mates, i. 395, 396, 397, 400. ii. 14?. On Petition from London Corref- 
ponding Society, i. 420. On Breach of Privilege, i. 423,426, 427. 43448. 
ii. 18.1081^32, 234. On Petition of Bankers and Merchants, 1. 469 On 
Publicans ^pn, i. 485. On Weftminfter Petition, ii. 36. Gives Notice 
of Budget, Ej'AvPn Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. in, xi6, 117. 163. 348. 
s; 7 , 5 * c (Eftimatcs, ii. 147. On Army Extraoidiiiurieb, 11. 219, 

223, iv. iivii ,47 r * 364, 270, 271, 291,292, 520, 

539. iii. 14®'/$ r. On his MajcftjFV^'/^pge relative to Dutch Piisus, iL 
*36. Opeff b udget, ii. 237, 268, 2-0, 271, 272, 277, 284. On Bill to 
enable Tuflic* <3:0 regulate the Price of Labour, it. 34c. iii. 2^. On Poor 
Relief Bill, 1W343. On his Majefty’s Mcftagc relative t© Negotiation, iu 
274# 343. 35A On Diftillery BUI, ii. 403, 404. On Drawbacks on Sugar, 
Tobacco BiljljAc. ii. 4*. 7, 488, 568. On Horfe lax, ii. 489, 554, 163. On 
Motion thar- Mr. Reeves's Pamphlet be burnt, ii. 513, 514. On Bread, 
ii. 549, 55** Moves Congratulatory Acldrcfs to his Majefty on Safe De¬ 
livery of thJprincefs of Wales of a Daughter, iii. 3. Alfo to her Majefty and 
Prince and » inccfs. On Bill to prevent perfons concerned in Loans from 
having feats in the Houfe, iii. 21. Reply to Mr. Grey’s queftion concerning 
preliminary Convention for General Peace, iii, 43. On Morion for Peace, in. 
50.400,44$. On Slave Trade, iii. 90. 300. On State of the nation, iii. 
116. On Weftminfter Police Bill, iii. 122. iv. zc6, 2^7. On vote of Credit 


JBill, iii. 128. Moves that Dr. Holmes preach before the Houfe on the 
General Fail, iii. 159. On Maroon War in Jamaica, iii. 16. On Hamburgh 
Bills, iii. 157. 247. On Relief and Employment of the Poor, iii. 253. €>n 
Scarcity of Corn, iii. 266. On Legacy Bill, iii. I273, 274,275. Qn Wet Dock 
Bill, iii. 465, 470. On Game Laws, iii. 472, 472. iv. 274. On Collateral 
Sncceflion BUI, iii. j©6. iv. 4. On Dog Tax, iv. 8. no. 204,231, 232, 23;, 
236. 09. On printing articles of charge, fra. on Colonel Hawthorne’s Court 
Martial, iv. 15. On Barracks, iv. 38. 46. Notice of moving fubftitlite for 
tax on Calicoes, iv. 47. Oo Negroes, iv. 69. On Motion for papers relative 
to Weil India Expedition, iv. 8a. 168.18a, 183. 263, 264. On M. Som- 
bricul’s Letter, iv. 85,110. On Budget, iv. 113. 233. 143, 145, 146. 153, 
154. On Hat Tax, iv. 267. 237. On realEftate Suceeflion Bill, iv. 168. 
*3$. 367.427. 424, 4*<. 572, 574* On Court of Confcience Bid, iv. 192. 
On Ncwfpaper Conveyance Bill, iv. 2x9, 231. On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 
m On Save carrying Bill, iv. 227, 228. 417* Oo Longitude, iv. 268. 
1 ? On Navy 
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On Navy Bills, iv, 280. 351.4T3. On Lottery, iv. 280. On Motion for ex- 
pulfion of Colonel Cawthornc, iv. 346. On Sardinian Subftdy, iv. 351, 354, 
5»i, 5 a »* Ourates maintenance Bill, iv. 360, 361. On Wine Duty, iv. 364, 
366,367. 466. 518* Moves Grant to Chetfea College, iv. 374. On Motion 
for Impeachment of Miniilcrs, iv, 384. On Auftrian Loan, iv# 425. On 
motion for change of Syftem, iv. 495. 

Cbrifie's Divorce Bill, iv. 157. 

CEurcby Mr, on conduit ol t reeholders of Middlefex at Hackney, i. 463. 
Conference on Outrage to the i. 7. 5a. On high price of Com, ii. 456, 

457.458* 

Coke, Mr. Prefents Petition from Yarmouth, i. 498. On Call of the Houle, 

ii. 338, Moves for leave to bring in Bill to amend the Came Alt, ill. 69 225. 
Cocks , Mr. on Game haws, iii. 405. iv. 278. 

Coop or, Mr. motion in favour of, iv. 581. 

Corn Committee appointed, i. 124. 

Coxbcad, Sir Thomas, on Bill to enable Juftices to regulate price of labour, 

iii. 37. 

Courteney, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 223. On Army Eftimatcs, L 
401. On Petition from London Correiponding Society, i. 422. On Libel, 
ii. 21. On Army Extraordinaries, ii. 218. On Paifley Petition, ii. 398. 
On Quecnsfcrry Petition, ii. 398. On Tobacco Bill, &c. ii. 488. On 
Motion to have Mr. Reeves’s Pamphlet burnt, ii. 514. On Loan, ii. 537. On 
Slave Trade, iii. 36. On Dr. John Hunter’s Mufeum, iii. 227. On anato* 
xnizing Burgiarers, iii. 404. Oil Maroon War, iii. 488, 490. On Barracks, 

iv. 41. On Pewter Pot Bill, iv. 161. On Dog Tax, iv. 201, 233. On 
Motion for expulfion ol Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 349. 

Coventry, Earl of, on Finance, iv. 435. a 

Crefpigny* Mr. Petition from Caille Baynard Ward, ii. 37. Fro^-gfudbury 
againit the* Bills, ii. 155. ' m 

Curtis, Alderman , (Lord Mayor) on vote of Navy, i. iz^J p' ■editions 
Meeting Bill, ii. 212. On the Loan 220. 

On Petition ol Merchants relative t^jprtlPBScks^ iii. 9. Prefe JoPSticioit 
againit Wet Dock Bill from Fifhmongers Company, iii. 344. XM Moves 
for poftponement, iii. 351. Prelents Petition irorn Brewers, W78. Oa 
Petition of Mr, Manning, iv. 164. V 

Cuncen Mr. on high pi ice oi Bread, i. 117,820. On SedhioL Meeting 
Bill, i. 187, 225, 227, 283, 305. 452. On Jtc two Bills, i. 499.%On Poor 
Relief Bill, ii. 214. On Budget, ii. 275. On Game Laws, iii. 6A75,125. 
J54, 318, 334, 33s, 406,408, 471, 472. iv. i6q. 279. 328. On Drwiunter’s 
Muieum, iii. 223, 228. On High Price of Corn, 11. 452. ni.Jaz. Oa 
Legacy Bill, iii. 273. On State of the Nation, iii. 378. On CBneral In-« 
clofure Bill, iv. 1*7. - ■ 


D. 

Dalkeith , Ear} of, Speech and motion for Addrcfs on King’s Speech, i. 7 94. 
Darn Icy , Lord, on King’s Speech, i. 76. In Committee on Treafon Bill, 
i. 213. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 449. 485. On High Price of Core, 
si. 544* 

Dent, Mr, moves for leave to bring in Bill for more expeditious convey¬ 
ance of Writs, i. 266. On Loan ii. 290. On Petitions, ii. 398. On Hone 
Tax, ii. 489. Qn Motion to have Mr. Reeves*} Pamphlet burnt, ii. 511. 
On Bill to regulate Conveyance of Writs, ii. 545. On Dog Tax, iii. 15. 
253, 409, 515. iv. 6, 15, lox, 258, 2*6,199. On Mave Trade, iii. 04, 300, 
346, 347, 407, 08, 453, 515. On Maroon War, iii. 490. On Pewter Pot 
Bill, iv. 86, 156. Brings up Report of Committer on Clerks Fees, iv. 166# 
Derby, Earl of, on King’s Speech, i. 69. On Lincoln Petition, ii. 294. 
On Liverpool Petition, ii. 295, 296. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 304. Oa 
Mancheftcr Petition, ii. 44 s, 447* Prefents Petition from Stockport, ii# 
370# On Game Laws, iil»337> 394* 

Dent, 
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DeiZ#*, Sir IT'lUiam, on Call of the Houle, i 461. On Libel (Thought* 
on ch>vcmtucnt) ii. a513. On Sedition* Meeting Bill, ii. 45 On M*ve 
tarrying*Bill, iii. nj. iv. -,62* 4.25, J26, 577, 582, 583. Slave Tiade, iii. 
348. Oil Wallc LaiuL, ni. 478. On Quakers Relict Bill, iv. 225, 362. 
On Veterinary College, iv. 348. 

Douglas, II**- Mr. on 1 lie Pamphlet called i€ Thoughts on the Englilh 
Government," anti motion to have it burnt, ii. .50S* On the Loan, ii. 539 
in. is8. Moves ior leave to bring in Bill to amend Mr. Grenvilie*3 EJe&ion 
Atf, >»r 75* 

Doughs. Lord, ^Fail nf Morton) on high Price of Corn, si. 544, On. 
Collateral Succilhon B.ll, iv. 9c. c6. 

Dun combe, A/*'. Ihut v, on Seditious Meeting Bill, i, 224, 231. On Halifax 
Petition, ii. 161. Pieiuits Petijion aganiit the Bill from York, ii. 226^ 
On Loan, ii. 538. On Ctiltuiccf Potatoes, iii. 129. On Genual ludolure 
Bill, iv. 187. 



*45. ii. 164. 704, 5x9. Petition from Merchants of GUf c o\v in favoui of 
the B»ll«, :i. 48, 104. On At my LAimatcr, ii. 139, 145. Prefexits Petition 
from Ha'i'ax, n. j6i. O.i Army Lxtiaoidinu r**, 11. 215,22$. Pi elent* 
Glafgow Petition in favour ol Bills, ii. 229. On Thought on Government, 
ii. 234. On Generals m India, 11. 339. O i Bui to enable juitn.es to regulate 
price oi Labour, ii. 343. On his Majcfty's Meflage relative to Negotiation, 
ii. 377. P sthum Iiohi Ma.’iilratt*s oi P.niley,ii. 397. Petition from Perth, 
and LtLj.h, and Ouccnvcrry, ii. 398. O11 ftlinburgh Petitior, ii. 401. On 

Reportlfc m jp Corn Cc*nw..trce, 11. 450. On Motion to burn one of the 
PjmiJldB^Jl^.HA. “Thoughts on the hngliih Government" by the hands ol 

A’rf. ■ . r- *■. 


“ Thoughts on the hngldh Government" by the hands ol 
ii. >?, *04. Mov,s an Amendment, ii. 506. On 
y/TjV* yS, 417. • On Nigtots, iv. 50,73, 

»fc^aiy OfH em in India, ihif‘ii4. On WcAiaiiuflcr Polite Biil, 
rj'ti M.ijoon War in Weil Indies, in. 4" 3. O.i Motion for papus 


the c v*r 

lx ill 

77. O', 

Ml. I2.J-. f „ a 

relative tK:Vf ll India Expedition, iv. 82, 17S. 181, 239, 264,265. *Ou 
Budget, i^*4jL Moves for Eafl India Papers, iv. 167. On Slave carrying 
, ;27,428. On India Budget, iv.576. O.i Lull India Company* 


v> 

Bill, iv. 2 
iv. S 8 5 

Dun da, 

of Corn 


Mr. Cbarir*, on Bill foi Relief of the Poor, i« 48S. On Report 


11 


ommntee, 11. 452, 


E. 


Eardfty, on Meeting of Oppofition on the Trcafon and Seditious 

BilU being held on a Srndav, i. 269, 

Eafl Mr. on Budget, ii. z$i. On high price of corn,ii. 4*2. On Negroes, 
iv* 72. 

Edg xcumbty Lord Mount, Speech and Motion for Addrefs in Houfc of Peers 
on Kiair’s Speech, i. 54. 

ft Fdir.bwgb) Pwnnfrtm, prefented by Mr. Secretary Dundas, i. 308. 

Edwards 9 Air. N-ei 1 Rutland petition in favour o' the Bills, ii. 227. On 
B.ll to enable ju/hces t f ' regulate price ol hbaur, iii. 38. 

Etrertcn t Mr. petition ironi Mayor and Corporation of Newcaflle in L Your 
of the Bibs, ii. 47. 

//?«. Thomas , on Seditious Meeting Bill, 1.314,367. On Breach 
oTPwilrge in tmtdifliing “Thou.hts on Government," 1.423. 440.il. 10. On 
Frticn’ii Irum Merchant* and Bank: r>. i. 464. P/efen'p Petiri n from jjtoo 
rcrPmat Portlnrotth and Portfea, i. 484. On Trcah-n Bill, ii. 49. Petition 
ffcmi Glafyow, ii. 103, x.^4. On Alderigate Petition ii. 163. On Queens- 
ftrry Petition ii. 3^1). Prcicpt* Petition irum Ldinbuigh, ii, 4 0,4,2. 

Evelyn, 
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FrttJjriy Sir George Shucklargb, on Seditious Vesting Bill, ii. 165. P relent* 
Petition relative to John Hunter’s itlufeum, ii;. 222. 

Evidence of AJfault and Outrage committed on bis M*sjcfty } minutes o'. Ap¬ 
pendix, voJ. i. 3. 


F. 

Farrers Divorce BUI, fecond Reading in Hrufe of Lords, iii. 51% 

Ferguforiy Sir Adam, on real Succcffion Bill, jv. 422. 

Fitzpatrick, General^ on Army Eftimates, i. 396. Motion for Copy of 
letter of Service ior railing the 100th or Aberdceiilhire Regiment, i. 402. 
On ScotchCava'ry, ii. 2. 

Fitzwi/liam , Earl , on his Majefty’sMdTige relative to negotiation, ii. 491. 
O11 harl of Guildford’s Moth a for change of Syftem, iv. 447. 

Fox Mr. on King’s Speech, i. ax. On Mcllupc trout Lords, i. 5On 
King's Speech, i. 51, 52. On Scarcity ul Corn, i. 96, 376. On high price of 



Prefents Petition Irmi Norwich aguinll Bills, i 407. On Petition from.Londmt 
CorrefpondingSociety, i. 420. On Breach ot Pnvilegc mfpubliihing Thoughts 
on Government, i. 426, 435, 436, 437, 438, 445, ii. 27, 109. Call of the 
Houle, i. 462. On Petition irom Merchants and Ban iters, i. 467, 474. H. 
39. On Meeting at Epfom, i. 474. On Rochefter Proccffion, i. 493. <j n 
Coventry Petition, i. 496. Prefents Petition from Dartmouth, i. 497. o.* 

Libel, (Thoughts on Government) ii. 27, 233. Prefents Petition from 
Lyme Regis, ii. 33, from Major Cartwnglv, and one from Wcftmiuft; 

34. 36. On Petition from Bailiff, Stewards &c. of Weftminftcr .4 
Petition from York and Plymouth, u. 48. 0 ;i Treafon Bill, ii. .•&>* 1 

On Cattle Biynard Ward Petition, 11. 99. On Petition fronj 
105. On Scd.tious Meeting Bill, ii. 109, hi, 1 1 
Nottingham Petition, i. 127. On Arm^gjj^Hrtrs, 11. 145,15: 
bury Petition, ii. 156. Ou Suny Pctiti^1,8. Petition Jrorl 

ii. 161. On Army Ex'raordinaries, ii. 220, 224. On Yo # ik Pe*[ 
a*-;, 228. On Loan Petition, ii. 231, 264, 269,272.286,291,5^, 534. 

iii. 202. On Budget, ii. 264, 269,285, 286. On Bill to enable"JtSiccs to. 
regulate price of Labour, ii. 340, 342. On h : s Majetly** McfLge re*\ive to 
Negotiation, ii- 3^5- OiTreafon Bill, ii. 418, 433 > 45 *> 453 > OnVjtion 
to have Mr. Reeves’* Pamphlet burnt, ii. 511. Petition from JVlanchAr, ii. 
517. On Slave Trade, ii. 520 iii. 102, 430. Prefents Petition from Pujicans 
for regulations to prevent the Healing Pewter Pots, iii. 19. Brings up J*port, 
iii, 154, 359. On Bill ro prevent perfons interelLd in Loans from irmng in 
the Houle, iii. 222. iv. 86. On Bili to enable Jullices to regulate price of 
labour, iii. 38. On Motion for Peace, Hi. 75. Weftminfter Police Bill, iii. 120. 
Prelents Petition from Wateimenagainit Wet Dock Bili, iii. 125. On Vote 
of Credit Bill, iii. 129. On Maroon War, iii. 136. On Hamburgh Bills, 

iii. 238. On Gam* Laws, ni. 350, 335, 4 ° 6 * 37 ** On Bill for anatomizing 
Burg.arers, iii.404. On Watte ^inus, n*. 479. On Legacy Bill, iv. # 3. Oi 
Barracks, iv. 31. On Negroes, iv. t2. 77. On Mr. Sheridan’s motion for 
Paper* relative to Well Inuia Expedition, iv. 82. On M. S.imbrieul’s Letter, 

iv. 84,85, 158, III. Ot Budget iv.‘l 34 , 145 - On Pewter Pot Bill, iv. jfo, 
s6i. O11 Weft India Expedition, iv. z8i, 182, 184,261, 264. On SardihLti 
Subfidy, iv. 353, 355 * On real Succeflion Bill, iv. 368, 418. On Motcott^ 
for Impeachmem of Minifter*, iv. 401. On Motion lor change of Syftem, * 
iv. 467, 509. 

Francis , Mr. on Petitirns, i. 497 * O.1 Bill to regulate conveyance of 
Writs, ii. 545. On Mutiny Bid, in 486. On Report of Committee* to ' 
conlider Bid to permit Bakers to make mixed Bread, ii. 546. On L 'an, iji. 
17T. On Dr. John Hunter** Muftum, ii. 227. On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 245, 
5146. On High Price of Com, iii, * 57 > * 7 J * ° n Oarne Laws; iii. 328,407,' 
iv. 276,179. On Bill to anatomize itloD* iii. 401. On Slave Trade in.414. 

On 
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On Millers Toll Regulation Bill, Iii. 476. On WaftcLands, ill. 54. On Negroes 
4 jte 479, iv. 4$,,51, 76. On Collateral Succefiioft Bill, iii. 405, 

Oq Articles and Sentence of Court Martial on Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 15. X)n 
* Budget, iv. 154. On Pewter Pot Bill, iv, 159. On Motion for Papers relative 
to Weft India Expedition, iv. 182. On Newfpaper Conveyance Bill, iv. 219. 
y-Oo;Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 222, 466. * On Slav e-carry iii g Bill, iv. 226. On 
Motion for expulfion of Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 349. On Sardinian Subfidy, iv. 
355. On Veterinary College, jv. 357. On Curates Relief Bill, iv. 360. On 
Wine Dnty Bill, iv. 466. On Bill to enforce the bringing of Corn to Market, 
iv. 516. On real Succeflion Bill iv. 52. 

.> Frederick Si* John* Petition from Surry Clergy, ii; 36, 160. 
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„ Grafton, Duke of 9 on King’s Speech, i. 79, 89. On Vote of Credit, iii. 300, 
3 ° 5 - • Earl of Guildford’s motion for Change of Syftcm, iv. 446. 

Grant Mr* Wm* on the Treafon and Sedition Bills, i 518. 

Grenville, Lord ,on Outrage on King, i 4. On King's Speech, 1 63,93, Notice 
of Treafon Bill, 122. Introduces Bill, 127. Speech on it, X34,138, 140, 158,160. 
Incommittee on the Treafon Bill, i. 203, 204,205,209,213.218,249,256/On 
Motion for papers, i. 239,>41. On Order, ii. 9 5. On Lord Albemarle’s Motion 
relative to pamphlrt, entitled “ Thoughts on Government," Ii. 121. On Lin¬ 
coln Petition, ii. 292. Deluer’s Mefl'agc of Foreign troops rendcfvoivfed at 
Spitheadj&c. &c. in 299. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii 299,449,464,474, 
On Bedford Petition and Mr. Burke, ii. 386. On Meflage relative to foreign 
troops, ii. 3S6. Motion refpe&ing mcfjage relative to negotiation,ik 388, 391. 
On the tendency of the two Bills, ii. 446. On refolution and agreement relative 
to aN&mption of wheat in private families, ii. 458, 460. On Loan Bill, ii; 
3 $ 9 >KiV On Slave Trade, iii. 277. On Vote of Credit Bill. iii. 283, 2592, 
^ 4 ^ a h*lf per cent, fund, iii. 310. On bhadweil’s Divorce 

L grJ Laud erdale^ Motion for papers, iv. 12. On Collateral 
iv. Conduct of Adnuniftration (Marquis of 

f Motion)iv 293. bn rWee, W.43T, 434, 436, 569, 57J. : On 
‘hildford's motion for Change of Hyftem, iv. 448, 464. Motion in 
Cowper, Clerjc of theHoufe, iv. 581. 

GryJlMr. On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 197, 229, 237. On Call of the 
Uoufe,/* aoi. On Motion of Adjournment, i. 221. On Army Eftimatcs, i. 
397, I refents Petition from Southampton aginft Treafon and Seditious Meet- 
i°f ?*§ •# i* 229. On Petition from London Corrtfponding Society, i. 419. ,On 
BreacliSf privilege (Thoughts on Government) i. 432, 449, ii. 233. Notice of 
of. fo» Peace i. 4*3. On Treaibi* Bill, i. 46a On Coll of the Houfe, 

. U 461 1 4(2. On Petition of Bankers and Merchants, i. 489. Pre Cents Petition 
^991 Newport and Launcefton in Cornwall againft the two Bills, ii. x. Petition 
from Northumberland againft the Bills, ii. 46. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 
2x3,115, 1x6, 212. On Army Eftimatcs, ii. 142. Army Extraordinaries, iL 
.2x5, 21 6, 226, iii. 70, iv. 245, 208, 209,416, Preients Petition from Hud¬ 
dersfield againft Bills, ii. . 23 $* On Taxes, ii. .283* On Loan,ii. 290. On hie 
Majofty’s Meflage relative to ^Negotiation iL 353. iii. 5. On Expence of Bar- 
feckss 19.6, iv. 45,46, 250.. Prefents Petition of Sir Francis Blake, lecom- 
meodihg 2 Tgx or landed and funded Property, ui.12. QUeftion-to Secretary at 
Wax relative to Army Extraordinaries, m. x6. Queftion to M milter rdpedting 
preliminary cooverCation for General Peace, founded on newfpaper intelligence, 
iii, 43. Motion for Peace,. UL 44* On State of the Nation* iii. 75, 1x6,335, 
386* 301, 392/ On Vote pf Credit, iij. 1x4, 126. On Weminfter Police 
BUI,tif, X23. Op Hamburgh Bills, tik 241, 245. On, Game Laws ill. 333. 
On Wafte Lands, iii. 478. On Collateral Succeflion Bill, Hi* {QO, iv.4. On 
printing articles of charge and fentence on Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 15. Moves 
for Accounts, iv. 16. On Budget iv. 126, 147» 15s On Motion for Papers 
relative to Weft India Expedition, iv. 184, 253, 263. Notice of Motion on 
Finance, iv. x88# On Wine Duty, iv. 363,364, 466.. On rc 4 Eitatc Sncccflioa 
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369, 524. Impeachment of Mtnifters, iv. 37$. Oft Aoffrian Ledfr 
iv. 415.^ On slave-carrying Bill iv. 417. T ' r ? 

Gteville, Mr • Reports Anfwer to Ad d reft, i, 139. 

Grvfvcnor Colonel, On Army Eftimatcs, ii. 137, 139, 

. Ouildfird 9 Earl of Notice of Motion on State of Nation* W« 147. Motbtf 

w . 439. • “ 
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Ifammet, Sir Benjamin, on Petition of Merchants and Bankers. i. 4 $6 

47 *> 4 * 4 - 

Halbead , Afr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 179. 

Hardwick, Earl of on Shadwell’s Divorce Bill, iii. 339, 396. 

.. Harrifon, Mr. on Seditious Meeting BUI, i. *3$, 331, 500. On Treafon Bill, 
“• 4 * 4 - On Wafte Lands, i i. 478. On Dog Tm, iv. 9. On Kewfpaper Con¬ 
veyance Bill, iv. 119. On Game Laws, iv. 27/. On Sardinian fcubfidy, W 
356. On Army Extraordinaries, iv. 417. ^ 

Htrwkefbury , Lord, on King's Speech, i. 87. On Treafon Bill, i. 244. On 
Mr. Reevet’s publication, i.. 124. On Liverpool Petition, ii. 296. On Agree¬ 
ment and refolut on relative to reduced consumption of Wheat in families of 


rur of the 
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[Moves fot 


Earl of Guildford’s Motion on Change of Syftem, iv. 445 

Lord, (Earl of K-innoul) on Came Laws, iii. 394. On Condudfc of 
Adxnmi&ration, iv. 305. * 

Hardings Mr.on Breach of Privilege i. 431, ii. 26. On T’vjton BiB, 
L458. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii 165, 203. 

Harley. R'ght lion . Tiumas, petition from Aiderfgate Wawk^' 4 ' 

Bills, ii 162. 

Hill, S.r Richard , on Have TraJj^jgJpJI^^Jn Quaker** 

H'pptfty* Mr . on Sudbury Petition, ii 155, 157. 1 

Hobart Mt. prefents Petit’on from Dealers in Butte'*, iii. 1$ 
leave to bring in a Bill for churhlng the Militia, iii. 153 • 

Honcywood } Mr. prefents Petition from Rochefter, i. 383, 491, Bp 2. froth 
Canterbury, i. 403. From Hithe, ii. 3 c. Exculpates Mayor of Fwchefter, ii. 

3 2. Seconds Motion for fecind Reading of Bill to enable Juft ice to fCMSte price 
•f laSou-, id. 28. On High Price of Corn, iii. 271. I 

Hood, Lord, On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 367. Prefents PetitiJ from St. 
Clements Danes, ii. x. Petition from High Bailiff, Stewards, of Weft- 
minfter, ii. 47. Prefents Petition for leave to bring in a Bill for re-building 
Church of St. Paul, Covent Garden, i.i. xS. 

Hometown, Earl of on Treafon Bill, i. 137, 244. Defends Edinburgh Peti¬ 
tion, ii. 2y8. Metlage relative to Negbciation, ii. *396. On Edinburgh Petition 
qgainft Bills, ii. 445. HorfeDuty Bill, ii. 554. 

Hot ham y Admiral, Letter from, in Anfwer to Thanks, i. 103. 

Hufjty , Mr. on Scarcity of Com, i. 95* 96, 262, 264, 373, 375, 379, i 2 . 
486. On High Price of Bread, i. 117. 121, ii. 540. On Loan a. 232, 27*, 
286. On DifttHery Prohibition Bill, ii. 403. Or* Report of Corn Committee, 
ii. 453. On Tobacco Bill, ii. 487. On Bill to enable I udicea to regulate Pi ice 
of Labour, iii. 42. On Dr. John Hunter's Mufeum, fit. 247, 228. On Cul¬ 
ture of Potatoes, in- 229. On High Price of Com, ii. 550, iii. 264. On 
Wafte Lands, iii. 478, iv. 287. On Longituae, iv. 26f» On Curates ndiqf 
Bill, iv. 359, 360. 
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I. 

Joky!/. Mr. On the War, i. 94. Orx Editions Meeting 9111 , i. 279. On 
Breach of Privilege inpubMhing Thoughts on Government, 424, ii. 49. 50L 
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S in Petljtiqn of Dfre&ors of Eaft India Company, ii. 4.6. On Loan ii. 279. Qrf 
udge't H. ill. On Bill to enable Juftices to regutate Price of Labour,’ ii. 342. 
On Treafoa Bill, ii. 414. . On Report of Committee on City Petition relative to 
recovery of Small Debts, iii. 24. On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 157,229, 250. On 
CoUrt of Concience Bill, iv. 190. On Indemnification of Clerks in Secretary of 
State’s Office, iv.230. On real Eftate Succeflion Bill, iv. 370. On Sardinian, 
Subfidy iv. 521. 

Jcnlinfon , Mr • on Addrefs on King’s Speech, i. 16, 50. On Army Efti- 
mates, i. 398, ii. 133. On Treafon Bill, ii. 413. On Motion to have 
<r,, Thpughts9n the hnglifli Government burnt,” ii. <11. On Siabe Trade, iii, 
90.' On Game Laws, iii. 334, iv.277. On State of the Nation, iii. 372. On 
Slave carrying Bill, iv. 225. 

Jcrvois , Mr. Petition from Hants againft the Bills,ii. 47. 

JvddrtUy Mr* on Treafon Bill, ii. 90. On Cultivation of Walk Land*, IK 
456. On Bread, ii. 553. On Legacy Bill, iii. 273. On Highway Robberies, 
iii. 399, 404. On Curates Maintenance Bill, iv. 238, 359 360, 361. 

Joliifft, Mr, objc&s to Bill to enable Justices to regulate Price of Labour, ii. 
340. On Bread, ii. 549. UnCorn Committee, ii. 463. On Game Laws, iii. 
125, 32S, iv. 328. On Dog Tax, iv. 101,232* On Veterinary College, iv. 
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K. 

King's Speech on Opening the Seflion, 2. x. On preroguing it, iv. 587. 
Kenyon , Lord, on Debtor and Creditor Bill, iv. 217. 

Knatizhbutl , Sir Rchuard, on Birmingham Petition, i. 49!, 492, 493* On 
Rochdl^Petit'on.ii. 33. 
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k >,;>A L. 
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,/«±T- on Mowli. ’^irnment, S. 222, 224, 226, 236. On 
^ f h, i. 375. On Pel^X^^iom London Corrcfponding Society, 
tyach of Privilege, i. 434. On the Treafon and Sedition Bills, 
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Marquis of, on outrage to the King, i. 6. On King’g Speech, 
fi On Scdit.ous MectingB.il, ii. 32 3, 471* On Mcilagc relative 
on, ii. 389, 392. On Rcfolution a d agreement relative to reduced 
confumptjfn of Wheat in private families, ii.461. For Papers, iii. 508, y. 149. 
On Comlt& of Admiruftration, iv. 280, 322, 324* On Finance, v. 436, 
5654 Oil Earl of Guildford’s Motion for Chai gc of Syftem, iv. 451, 462; 

Laudcr\le, Earl of, on King’s Speech, i 79, 85. On Treafon Bill, i. 129, 
138, 146, x58, 159, 162, 242, 243, 249, 251, 259. In Committee on.the 
Biff, ii 204, 208, 2X0, 2ix, 214. Motion for Papers, 1 239,240,241. On 
Lord Auckland’s Grant, ii 91, 94, 95, 96. On u Thoughts on Govern* 
ment,” ii. 120, X22. Objects to Patition from Lincoln Petition for inforfnality, 
ii.213, 293. Obje&s to Edinburgh Petition, ii. 297, 299. Seditious Meeting 
Bill, ii* 331. On Meffage refpe&ing foreign troops, ii. 387, 3$$. On 
’MefTage relative to Negodation, ii. 392, 396. Prefents Petition from 
Edinburgh, ii. 43c* On Manchefter Petition, ii. 447. On Refolution 
and Agreement relative to reduced confomption of Wheat in private 
families, ii. 458* On Seditious Meeting Bill, iL 476, 484, 485,^ On 
Loan, ii. 540, $55, 5f>J. On High Price of Corn, ii. 543, 544- Notice of 
lifotion on 4*and a half per cent, fund, iii. 74. Poftpones it, iii* 15L Moves 
for Accounts, liL 152. . On Slave Trade, iii. 275, 277. On Vote of Credit 
Bill, iii. 278, 286, 289, 292, 302, 303. Motion 004 and a half per cen^. 
fund, UL 306, 315, 393. On Game Laws, iii. 637, 393, 395. OrfShadwcdl’s 
Divorce Bill, iii. 338, 395, 398. Moves for Accounts, iv. 12,13. On Per¬ 
sonal Succclhon Bill, iy. 77, ,8e, ,95, 96, 98, X49, *62, 163. On Condyd of 
Actihiniltration,' Iv. 298/ 321,. 324, 326. On Fipgncc, iv. 439 # 5 * 4 ’ 9 **** X 
jjf C uiWford’s motion, iv. 458* On £cga cy ^1, iv. 582. ^ 
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Ltiebmere, Mr. [on Wgh price of Bread, i. log, iii. 25* On Army 
*• M?: 9 n for relief .of. the Poor, I. 488, On Bread, ii.494, 566. On 

Bui to enable Jfuftkes to regulate Price of Labour, iii. 35 On Scarcity pf 

Corn, u'ifPfiiu 79, 72, 254> 4&9> 457» 49** »y* 99i 374?' 

On Dog Tax, iv. 9, 519. On Cutting Butchers Petition, iv. 81. On-Pewter* 
Pot Bill, iv. 87, i6t. On Millers Bill, iv. too* On General Indofure Bill, X 
iv. x88. Or* Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 223* * - uk , J 

Leedi, Duke of^ onTreafon Bill, l. 164* In Committee on the B 11, i# 

2^5, 208, 213, 2x7. On Order, ii. 96, 121. On Alarm occasion by the*. 
Bill?, ii. 386. On MeiTage relative to Negotiation, ii. 394. On. Seditious^ 
Meeting Bill, il. 469. •“ - * 

Lnues, Sir IVatkin, on Petition of Bankers and Merchants, i* 479. On i 
Brpad, ii. 549. On Petition of Merchants relative to Wet Docks,iii. 1 s, 471* 
On City Militia AO, moves for new Bill, iii. 295, 354. Moves'to bring in Bill > 
to Licenfe Summer Theatre, ncir Well-clofc-fquare, iv. 230. jy 

London , Petit.on from the C.ty rcfpe&ing Treafonand'Seditious Meeting Bills, 

I. 381. 

Linco!n y Petition, prefen ted and withdrawn, ii. 2x3* 

Loan difcutTed, ii. 229. Petition refpe&ing it, ii. 229, 520* 

Lottery y ii. 291. 

Lujbington, Alderman, on Seditious Meeting Bill,!. x86, 228. On Petition 
Of Merchants and Bankers, i. 465. On Taxes, ii. 285. Oh Army Kftimates^x 
1.396. On Loan, ii 29c. On Petition of Merchants relative to Wet Docks, 
iii. 11. Pref nts Report of Committee on City Petition for regulating the mode * 
of recover ng -Small Debts, i*i. 24, 25. On Ditto, iv. xar>, 191. Moves- for ■ 
leave to bring in Bill to amend 13th and 14th George 3d. for regulating Aids > on^ 
Turnp'kes, iii. 294,350, iv. 363. On Slave Trade, iii. 297, ^'"mits two 
Pet tions againft Wet Dowk Bill, iii. 343, 469, 470, 471. Onf'*" Id Strawi 
Bill, 1V.26S. _ . 1 
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Mac food, Central\ on Sedit’ous Meeting Bill, !• 224. On the 4! 

S 94 r 39 /r 3 J$t 399 - On Returns of Land force.', U 387, 38^ 

Breach ot Priviledge, i. 423. On Petitions againft the Bill, 1*49*5. 

Cavalry, ii* 2* Onlrifli Brigade, ii. 48. On Treafon Bill, ii. 89. 

Eftimates, ii 102, 13X, 134. On Paiiley Pet tion, ii. 397. Qn 
Petition, ii. 4 jo. On Scarcity of Corn, iii. 72. On Maroons 0 
iii. 152, 409, 480,490. On Dog Tax, iv. 235. On Colonel Cavd 
344, 348. On real Eftate Succeffion Bill, iv. 425. . On Barracks, ivjK75, 

Maimv firing, Mr . on Seditious Meeting Bill, L 368, ii. 1x4. eff Cpnd^jft 
of Freeholders of Middlcfcx, at Hackney, t. 463. Prcfen ts Petition from. Pub*, 
blicans, i. 485. From Cierkenwell, ii 154. Prefehts Petit on from Dealer 
In Hay and Straw, iii. 18. On Weftminfter Police Bill, iii. 124. Prefects 
Petition of Proprietors of certain Waterworks at Shadwcll againft We^pocliJBni| 
iii. 249. Prefonts * etitionfrom Cutting Butchers, iv. 180. s Brings Report of 
Committee on Bill to prevent Frauds in Hay and Straw, iv. 189. On Summer 
Theatre, iv* ago. 

Maitland , General, on Army Eftimates, i. 398. r 

Major, Mr . Utnmkcr , on Budget, ii. 280, 290. Moves (qt leave to bring 
in a Bill to give power to Courts of Juftice to grant Cofts in Cafes of Mifde- 
meaaouri, iii* 150, 151. On Game Laws, iii. 328. On Mifdcn^anour Cofts 
Bill, iv* 78. 

Mansfield, Earl of, (Prefident of the Council ) On King's Speech, ?. 7S* 
Prefects Copies of Treaties withRuflia and Germany, i. 122. On Treafon 
Bjll, i. 151/242, 244. On Seditious Meeting Bill,' ii. 333, 448* On[High 
Price of Corn, ii. 540, 542, 545- Moves to congratulate prince and Princejfa 
of Wales, on birth of a Daughter, iii.J. On Vote of Credit Bill, in. 269* 
OlffefrI of Guildford's Motion for Change of Syftem, iv A47. 

Manning, Mr, Prefonts Petition from Merchants of London, relative to 
* ' etching 
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Cf^AktyVrfWMffifhiag Wet Decks, in. 9, ti. Obtain but tebrigg In JSill 
4 f* H* On SHI, iii. 457 # 4 * 0 . On N^roei, Iv. ft. 

Martin* Mr* On Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 195. On Petition from London 
COweipoaiingSociety, i. 419. On Army B^traordmaries, ii. 225. O9 printing 
Mftftey TJiUtj ii. 489. On Morion to have Mr.' ReevcsT ** Thoughts bn the* 
tjpHh Government burnt, ii. j 9. On Corn, ii. 454. Oja Bread, ii. 549. 
On B I to enab e Juft ces to reguiate^Proe of Labopr> ni. 41, 42* On Hun- 
Imrjh M s iii> 150. On High Price of Corn, iii. 172. On Legacy Bill, iii. 
n74* Qn the State of the Nation, iii. 592. On French Emigrant** iv. 246. 
On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 223. On Dog Tax, ir. Qn Curates relief Bill, 
|v. 399. On reai feifate Succc/lion Til), iv. 424. On Motion for Bill to enforce 
trigging o: Cbm Co market, iv. 518. 

MaJUraf tbtRol's (sir K. P. Arden,) on Breach of Privilege (?hoi*gbts on 
Coveiament) i.438, 439, 445, ii. 29, 233, 234. On Tiesfon Bill, ii, 84, 
753. Qn Quakers Relief BiI * iv. 510. 

Mefuritr % Mr* Alda man Lc, -on Merchants and Bankers Petition, i. 482. 
Qn AIderigatf Petition, ii. 1 2, 163. On Pettiion of Merchants relative to 
Wet Dock?, in. xi, 463. Qn City Mi itia Adi, iii. 295. 

M.liank, Mr . on seditious Meeting hill, i. 325. Piel’ents Durham Petition 
again ft the Bill*, ii. 396. Qn Slave Trade, iii. 347. 

Mejfagt to Commons on Outrage on the King, i. 7. With evidence of Out¬ 
rage His Majefty’s, relative to fale of Dutch Prices, ii. 226 delivered 

to Lords, ii. 273. Rel. tive to Crifis having arrived to induce his Mnjefty to 
pneetany difroftti^n for negotiation on the part of the enemy, ii. 274. Relative 
tO'lanuing foreign 1 re" ps at Southampton, and in the Die of W ight, 274. of 
ihe.Fi eiWg. Pxecutive Directory, Appendix, Vol. iv. 1. 

William , on Seditious Meetiug Bill, i. 234, $01. On Meeting 
Hackney, i. 463. Reads Letter fiom Sheriff of York, 

$'r? gBUl, i. 266,' 

'tyi Grey*s Motion for Peaceful. 68. Qn Mi# Grey’s Motion on 
tyatib.f, iii. 392. On Claufin Game Adi, pfopofed By PaH of 
.L#*derda 394- On Mobonlbr change of Syftem, iv. 924. Qn Motion 
for Bil r to a, force bringing of Com to market, iv. 5x8. 

- v< Moira,'! jrl ojn Lncdln petition, ii. 294. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 
322# QijfJubtor a; d Creditor Bill, iii. 5C9, iv. 210, 2x2, 2x8. On .State 0/ 
th? Natiot (Marqfois oFL a nfdown’s mot-on)'iv. 31 x, 429. On Fmtnce, iv, 
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Mori am /, Sir Jobn 9 on Birmingham Pdtit on, i. 492, tx, 1641 
fif rgan^ Sir Charles* 0.1 Colonel Cawthbme, >v. 349. 
jhminrtM, Lord , ft t to Lords as Manager of Conference, - i. 53. On 
s Jdd t6u* Moettng B*U, i. 332. 

t&w*taguti Mr• M. pnScd tk>us Meeting Bill, i. 200, ii. 172. Army 
Jft mates, •• 393* Qn Slave Trade, iii. 345, 41b. On State of the ;Nftttaf), 

iii. 380. On Caidro.i Canal Bill, iii. 512. On real Sticcefiion Bui, iv.^u. 
Mutiny Bill iu 45** 

Mu (grave 9 Lord ’, 0.1 Mr. Reeves's pamphlet, ii. 125. On Seditious Meeting 
Bill,ii. 319, 349 # 449 » 479 - MeHage relative to Negotiatign ii. 392, ^95, 
Qn Agreement and refolution relative to reduced confumptkn of Wheat in 
private fannies ii. 459. On Game Laws, in. 338. On . v hadwelfs Divorce 
Bill, iii. 342. 295. Qn poftponement of Debate bn Earl Guildford’s Motion, 

iv. 444. On the Motion, iv. 451. 

Mutiny Bil(> Conversion on Ascend reading, ii. 486, 

r ’• n 

,. Natty* voted* *12$. 

Nawnbatriy Mr • Alder man % ©rt Treafon Bill, I. 4 $$* On Fetitloe ftrt P 
Merchants and Bankers, i. 465. On T reafon Lill, si. 403 On High Price 
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of Corn, B,*j* G* Itpcy Bill, iii. 473,4**1, ?*.*. 0 »'lHfc*r&ts» 
140. On Veterinary College iv; 3 57. On real bucccffion^&L Iv. Jfci.ditiii 
Afa#p 6 n {lfle*f Wijht) Ifetttion f«nm preietrted, i. 369. ' ^ 

- Norfolk) Duke of, on King s Speech, i. 9a. On Ttetf m Bill. 

Wilts irctittoft from Nottingham again ft the hills, ii 5 ^ 7 . On SrdkS'Hti fcdipi* 
ii. 311 , 349 , 449 On Slave 'ir&dc, iii, 278 . Oft Gave i^aws, ifij 
33 ®. On Quaker’s relief Bill, iv, 579 . <2 0 

Nott if. the titurt of JLondin, upon Mr. Farthelemy’s aafw*r to Mj.r»Wkfc* 
liaa^i notification that Gteat-£ritaio was ready to treat fur leace, iv 5 ., 


. Qfijhw, Lordy on outrage on the King, i. 5. . “* 

. J)nJlov>t Mr . on Meeting at Epforo, 1. 474. On Surry Petkioft, ii-. 1 $}. * « 
0 »d, Mr. in favoui of the two l il.s, ii. 2,12, 213. * 

m/ory. Ear/ of, on Bedford Petition, ii, 3S4, 3S5, g$6. " 

(Juu-pge on the King, 1.4. 


Parker, Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 212- 
; pel bam, Mr. prefents Petition from Lewes in So Hex, ii. 157. 

Peace, Motion for, i. 453# * 

Pcnton, Mr. on Dog Tax^ iv. 198. 

- Petition from Colchcftcr pre ented, i. 2T$. Yfom London Corrcfponfibjg Sat 
ciety, i 415. From Leiceiler, Sec. ii. j . Trom Major Cartwrght, ii, -34, 
.From Kilmarnock, in favour of Bills, ii. 275* Relative to Wet U#jcs in thfc 
City of London, iii. 12. Of Sir Franc ii Blake, recommend]^;* fcx on the 
funded and landed Property, iii. 13. 

Popbam, Mr.-an Miljrr’s Toll /<c?ula:.*.on ” 

Pturner, iii;. on Wet Lock Bill, iii-^*T^MWi^^TTolT 14 ^ 

4 ;fi, fjgp- 

Portland, Duke of, prefents Petition from Bath, i. 240, froi 
from Edinburgh, ii. 297. 

Powys* Mr. on Seditious Meeting?, i- 2 - 77 * O* 

London Corxcfponding'Society, 1.421. Motion on Grand Junfi 
235. On culture of Potatoes, iii. 229. On High Price of Curn,Tii. 260. 
CdiftcLaws, iii. 329. On Watte Lands, ui. 473, 47b, iv- iSb'.J On V 
minftcr Police Bill, iv. 206 f' * 

Proceeding s of Houle rclpecl ng High Price of Corn. Appcndhcjlval. u» to. 
Proclamation rf Liilblntion of Par.iament, iv. 589. M • 
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ii. 407. On Bread, ii. 565, ;66. Un Sugar Bill, ii. 567. On Hamburgh B Ui. 

iii. *jf., On State of the Nation, iii. 37a. 011 talilon Canal £iii, iii. jM, 
On real Eftate Succ-ilion Bill, iv. 371 
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Radnor, Lord On Treafon Bill, i. 136. On Seditious Meeting BjM, L 449. 

On Game Laws, iii. 395# 399 - ^ ... - . Wj , ^ 

Ra/hlegb Mr. On Collateral Succeflicn Bill, 111.274, 494 * Gareal Efiatt 

Succeflion Bill, iv. 367, - 

R,*at from Committee on making flour from wheat, printed June 14, T794, 

reprinted November 9, 1795 * Appendix, i. 47* From Committee mud< 22ft 
December, 17-2. Appendix, L ill. hint of Com Committee, Appendix, ii. 
1:8. Second 62. Thiid 65. Second of Committee appointed to enquire re~ 
jetting autM'of pamphlet entitled “ Thoughts on Lo&ifh Government, * Ap* 
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pbndiXi ii. 78. Further Report on Ditto, 96. From Committee bn die Lean* 
Appendix, ii. 107 to 236. 

Rider , Hon, Dudley, on fcarcity of Com, 1. 96. On the futue& of Com, i. 
J.J9#.,a6|, 267, 380, ii. 486, sia. 7a. OnBil 1 refpe&ing circulation of Grain, 
L 489,^ 490, iii 510. On Budget, 565, ii. 282. Prelents Report from Com 
Committee ii, 449. Motion upon it, ii 452, 454. On Bread, ii, 489, 547, 
{63, 565 . (v oves for leave to bring in a Bill, Governors, dec. of certain parts, 
f-F permitting importation and exportation of Goods i* foreign Bottom*, iii. $. 
On Game Laws, iii. 333. On High Price of Com, iii. 351. On Wet Dock 
Bill, iii. 470. 474. Report of Committee, iii. 474, 513. On Caldon Canal 
Bill, iii. 512. Have carrying Bill, iv. 215. 

Mef. ri.'t Copy of the Emperor's fent to Baron De Hagel, in anfwer to Letter 
of Diet of Ratiibon on late vi&ories of Auftrian arms, .Appendix, iv.,6. 

Robmfen, Morris, on Addrefs, i. 18. In Committse of Supply on Vote of 
Seamen, i. 125, 126. On Seditious Meeting Bi’l, i. 185^ 127, 236, 33 > 

2x5. On t. all of the Houfe, 1. 202* On Motion of Adjournment, i. 22 c. On 
Army bftimates, i. 396. On Petition from London Correfponding Society, 1 . 
421. On Breach of 1 rivilcge, i. 428. On Petition from Hithe, ii. 33. On 
Bis Majefty's Meflage relative to Negotiation, ii. 352. On Treafon Bill. ii. 410. 
On Motion to have Mr. Reeves's Pamphlet hurnt, ii. jig. Notice of motion 
tor Bill to incapacitate Ferfons hav ng fhare in Loans to fit in Parliament, iii. 5, 
29, 22* On V» eftminfter Police Bill, iii. 120. On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 249* 
On State of the Nation, iii. 386. On Maroon War, iii. 487. On Negroes, 
iv- 75. On real ^ucceHion Bill, iv. 418. On Mifconduft of Minifters, iv. 
509. 

Rotbffter, B’/bop of \ on King's Speech, i. 89. In Committee on Treafon 
Bill, i. 2^ 214, 215* On the Bill, i. 257, 260* On Seditious Meeting Bill, 

Price of Com, ii. 544 On Slave Trade, iii. 277. On 
& HU* jii. 343, 358. On Collateral Succeflioo Bill, iv. 96,' 
•' Qii a ^ Cr * s Relief Bill, iv. 580. 

yl^ioh from, agairS^JpJ^jafon and Seditious Meeting hill, i 


air 448. 
ShadwcH’ 

> 6 3 
Rctb 

383- 

Romney, 
• _ 


tious Meet! 
Bolls, Mi 

tition , i. 4 


if 


, propofes Thanks to Admiral Cornwallis, I. 113. On Sedi- 
»l*i ii. 449. 

GirAnT.y ittimates, i. 398. On Treafon Bill, i. 460. On Pc- 
498. On Budget, ii. 280. On Horfe Tax, ii. 563. 

Rcfe, Mil br.ngs in Bills, i. 2x6. On Scarcity of Provifions, i. 261, 264. 
On Starch fill, i. 37i. On Com, i. 389, iii. 261. On DiftiJIery prohibition 
BUI ii. x, ■01, 102, 104. On laxes, ii. 292. On Horfe Duty, ii. 503. 
Cn Vote cl Credit, iii- 115. On Slave Trade, iii. 440. Brings in Miller's 
Bill, Ui. 47$> On Molafle.>, i i. 474. Moves lnftruftion to Committee rela¬ 
tive to Wine Doty, iv. 185, 19c, 365. On Slave carrying Bill, iv, %% 6 . 

B fey Junior, Mr. Petition from Portfea and Portsmouth, ii. 37. Qu Ply¬ 
mouth Petition, ii. 48. 

' Rous Sir J1bn, on Seditious Meeting BUI, i. 369. On Suffolk Petition, 1 . 
4T2, ii. i6f • On Bill for relief of the Poor, i. 487. On Game Laws, iv* 
278. 

Buffs/, Lord Wllem moves fuddenly to adjourn, i. 220, 221, 226, *36. 
Prefents Petition from 6000 F reeholders of Surry, ii. X57, (relative to Bread) 
sir. 8. Cj) Vi eftnunfter Police Bill, iii. ix8. Curate's Maintenance BUI, iv, 
261. 

* Ruffcl] Lcr'djobn , On Army Efti mates, i. 400. Prcfents a Petition from 
HVincnete, i. 498. Gn Borough of bouthwark Petition, ii, 108• 


' Smh, Bill to -allow Difeount on prompt Payment of Duties on, sod Debate 

^dforcuron, ii. 485. . ‘ ’’ 

*Q®jg*b*lisbury, Sir Robe /, enquires relative to intended Peg Tax, Hi. x S , Cn 

J,$PameLaws, Hi. 33S> « v * a 7 8 * * / 
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Sandtrfon * Alderman Sir James. On Seditious Meeting Bilk, u aSt, It 
1x2. 

Scarborough , £<rr/ on Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 449. On High Price 
of Corn, ii. 544. 

Scott, Mr. David , prefents Petition of Dire&ors of Eaft-India Company m 
iavour of the two Bills, ii. 46. To enable Directors to puU down Houfes 'ifl 
Learienhall-ftieet, and ereft additions to lndia*Houfe, iii. 13. 

Scott, Sir William, Petition from Caftle-Baynard Ward in favour of the two 
Bills, ii. 99, 101. On his Majcfty's .vleffag'’.1 dative to Sale of Dutch Prizes, 
ii*. 236. Curate's Maintenance Bill, iv. 35$, 36 1. On Bill for relief of 
Quakers, hr. 576. 

Secretary at War, (Mr. Windham) on King’s Speech, L 51, 52, 53. Oft 
Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 196, 304. On Returns of Land Forces, i. 3S7. 
On Army Eftimares, i. 389, 393, 395, 397, 399, ii. 130, 137. On Breach 
ot Privilege, i. 428, 419, 434, 436, 437, ii. 13, 18. On Treafon Bill, i. 
457 - On Irilh Brigade, ii. 48. On Army Extra ordinaries, ii. 2x7, 22 3, iii. 
2?, 7 °> iv. 209, 414, 415. On Motion :o have Mr. Reeves’s Pamphlet burnt# 
ii. 514. On Mutiny Bill ii. 486, 5^4. Brings up Account of Barracks ex¬ 
penditure, iii. 6, 349. On the fame, iii. 7, iv. 19, 31, 575, 576. Moved 
for a new Bill relative to exoneration of Innkeepers for quartering Soldiers, iii. 
24. On Weitminftcr Police Bill, iii. 118. On Game Laws, ii). 329. On 
Slave Trade, iii. 443. On Negroes, iv. 71. On M. Sombrlenl’s Letter, iv. 
S3, 86, 85, 105, 11?. On Pewter Pot Bill, iv. 160. On Dog Tax, iv. 196. 
On Sardinian Subsidy, iv. 356. On Veterinary College, iv. 358. On Motion 
tor Impeachment of Minivers, iv. 414. On real Succeflion Bill, iv. 419, 42 j. 
On Slave carrying Bill, iv. 426, 428, 

Seditious Meeting Bill introduced into Commons, i. Copy of ii. 434. 
Carried to Houfe 0? Lords, ii. 213. ,/<'* ( 

S.rjcnt, Mr. on Maintenance of the Poor, i. 220. On lmate*, tf. 

138. On Army Extraordinary, ii. 218. I 

Sheridan , Mr. on King’s Speech, i « r \^BilI, L 
192, 226, 238, 305, 339, ii. 4i,y^~ftf r ii2, 114, i6? f .V Jffn Call of 
the Houfe, i. 20c, 202, 461. On jrraibn bill, i. 268, 269» |'/ *70» 459* 
ti. 410. On Bnftol Petition, i. 407, 408. On Petition fromdon Corre- 
fponding Society, i. 417. On Breach of Privilege in publifliinSftimphlct cal¬ 
led Thoughts on Government, i. 428, 438, 448 On the two mils, i. 474. 
On Publicans Petition, i. 485 Prefents Peti ion againft the iSs from Far- 
ringdon Without, 1.486. On Bill refuelling Circulation of G«in, i. 489, 
490. On Petitions againftthe 1 ills, i. 490, 495, 498. On Linmngham Pe¬ 
ti :iin, i. 493, ii. 163. On Libel, ii. 1, 26, 29, 30, 49, icfl 232; 233, 
234. On Report, ii! 495, 506, .si.;, 516. Prefents Petition film ot afford, 
Ncwc.iftIc-under-.Lyne, from Mechanic!^, ii. 34. On Wcftminfler Petition* 
ii. 36. On Alderfgate Ward Petition, ii. 38. Petition from ClerkcnweU* ii. 
40. Petition from Spitalficlds Weavers, ii. 101. On the Bills, ii. 106. Pe¬ 
tition from Bookfellers, Stationeis, and Printers, againft the Bills, ii. xoy. 
On Clerkcnwell Petition, ii. 154- On Aldcrfgitc Petition, ii 162. On Array 
Extraordinatifes, ii. 219, 225, 226, iv. 209# 414, 576. On Budget,* ii. 278. 
On Loan, ii. 270, 271, .534, 53 *» 539 - vail of the Houfe, ii. 339. On 
hli Majefty’s Mcffage, ii. 344. Moves Amendment to Motion on it, 348, 

On fuppofed Petition from Lancafter, ii. 302. • refents Petition from Villages 

near Dumbarton, ii. 400. On Treafon Bill, ii. 4*°* On Report from Corn 
Committee, ii. 432. Qn Tobacco Bill, 11.488. On Horfe 1 ax, iL 4S8, 489. 
Oh Vote of Credit Bill, iii. 130. Notice of Enquiry into the Conduct of the* 
Expedition to the Weft-IndLs, Hi. 131. On Wet Dock Hill, iii 464- Ok 
Maroon War* iii. 5*7- Moves for Papers relative to the Weft-India Expedi¬ 
tion, iv. 8t, 169, 281, 183, 254, 262* 263, 265, 266. OnM. SombiieuPa * 
Letter, iv. 85, 102. On Budget, iv. 1*7. On Mr. Manning's .Ppritiou abla¬ 
tive to‘'tampon Bill of Exchange,' iv. 164, 1^$. Oi| Hat Ta$, iV I66,167, 
227. On Wine Duty Bill, iv. ) 86 , 190, 365, 366, 367- On Dog Tax, iv. 
157 , I92, 236. On Weftminfter Police BU', iv. 2*6 f 207, On icaj 
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fitfced&m Bill, iv. £38, 571. On Curate* Maintenance B**B, iv. 239. On 
Game Laws* iv. 276. On Alien kill, iv. 357. On Veterinary College, iv. 358. 

Sheffield* Ifrd, on Diftillery prohibition Bill, ii. 403. On Briffo! Petition, 
1 . 400,407. On Bread, ii. 4S9. On Amendment to Motion relative to -tam¬ 
ing Pamphlet, cal eJ, “ f hough t$ on die ^ngiiih Government,” by the hands of 
Ac common hangnun, ii. 506. On Bread,ii# 551, 553. On Horfe Tax, ii. 564* 
On Melafles. iii. 47^. On Wafte Land-', i i. 477, iv l88« On Slave carrying 
*H1, iv. 227. On Lfog Tsx, iv. 234, 529. On real fcilate SuccciSon Bill, iv* 
W*~ 

Sinelai >' 3 Sir J<,bn, on h’gh Price of Bread, 1 . 117. On Libel (Thoughts 
on Government) ii. 2^. Petition from Diftilljr. at Greenock and Glajgow, re* 
fpe&ing Molatfc*, ii. 102. On Board of Agricu tore, ii. Z02, 103. Motion 
selattfe to Cultivation of Wafte Labels, 11,454, iii 3. Prefers a Petition, 
jiraying f°r further grant* to Board of Agriculture, iii. 18. Moves for inftrue- 
tiun to Ccwrnvttee to provide remuneration for ioffes that wou'd be fuftained fay 
Oflic; rs of the Houfc, in cafe a Bih for the general inc'ofurc of Waite Landa 
faltad, iii. 154 477, 510, iv 187, 188, 363. On culium of Potatoes, iiv* 
IsS, 229. On Collateral iueccliion Bill, iii. 595. 

Sitve Trade, ii. 520. 

Smith, Gener al, on Scarcity of Corn, 1 . 96, 374. H. 486 ill. 19* On high 
mice Of Bread, i. 11S, 119. On Sta ch Bill, i. 372. On Seditious Meeting 
BULL 219. Oa return of Land Forces, i. 388. On Army Eiti mates, i. 393, 
w» 96. 399, 401. Oa Bieach of Privilege, i 430. On Conduct of minifi- 
twta fide of the Houfc, ii. 33. On Army Eftimates, ii 128, 137, 153. Oti 
S*r felons Meeting Bill, ii. l‘6j, 164. Army Extraordinarics, ii. 214. Oa 
Budget, ii. 280, 292. On Call of th-j Houfc, li. 339. On Generals in Ind a, 
.?* n • aOn his Majefty’s Meffagc relative to Negotiation, ii. 383. On To- 
licet On Barrack Ex; enditure, iii. 6, 7, 16, 4*7. iv. 16. On 

JliU toenH^^^ices to regulate price of labour, in. 42. iviilitary officers in 
India, in^K&Ajg^yotc of credit, iii. n;. On Wdbninftcr Pofce Bill, iii. 
ii* ;^T ^re^r^Slgtata ^ i » ' t -i49. 518 nr. 344. On Slave Trade, iii. 

B96, 4x3. On BillforTC^ft^^ku: Butglarere, iii. 404. On Wet 

Lock .BttMtfV 470, 47a. On Legacy Bui, i . V Moves for Copy of article 
of charge ■kyfentence of Court Martial on C«iwl Cautfhorne being printed, 
tv. 15. QK^utting Botdura Pet doa, iv 80. On Dog Tax, tv, sex. On 
M. de forajp.eul, iv. 107. On Budget, iv. 148. Oil Pewter Pot, iv. 160. On 
ciaufc in 'ftne Duty Bill relative to Audtioners, iv. 185, 3(15. Moves that 
Proceed'nnof the Court Martial on Colonel l awrhorne be taken into confider« 
•non on fJfoy, April 29, iv. 192,' 329, 340, 3 0. On Curates Mair.tainance 
Bin, iv. 23I. 359, 361. On Well Indies, iv 265. On real Eftate Succcflioix 
d&i, iv. 371,420, 424: OaSk'.fi carrying Bill, iv. 426. On India altars, iv. 
577 , 5 * 3 - 

Smith, William, Mr, on Tteafon B 11 , i. 382. ii. 228. Ob Merchant and 
Rankers Petition, i. 483. On other Pattons, i. 494. On Libel (Thoughts on 
Government) ii. 31. Petition from Ward of Aldcrfgate, ii. 37. From Wrexham, 
if. 48. OjI Did llery Prohibition B li, it. 102. On Army Efttmates, ii, 152. 
OnAldetfgate Petition, ii. 287. On Army hxrraordinaries, ii. 225. Prefents 
Mr. Morgan's Petition rcfpe&ing Loan, 229. On ditto, 231, 27c, 289, 520, 
52t».S33, 534 » 539. On Budget, ii. 255. On 1 axes, ii. 284. On Motion 
.that Mr. Reeves’* «■ Thoughts on the LngLlh Government” be burnt by the 
common hangman, ii. 510. Br ngs up Report of Committee on Loan. iii. 16. 
On ditto, iii. 132. Rclolutions moved, iii. 143, x*8, 158, 215. Refutations as 
-they paflfed, iii. 2x6. On'slave Trade, iii. 95, 344, 408. Qn State of "the 
Nation, iii. lid. On Hamburgh Bills, iii. 248. H ghPrLe of Com, iii. 163* 
265. On Barra.ks, iv. 40. Off Negroes, iv. 73, moves for copies of the fevers! 
a$9 patted by different colonial aflembfes relative ta regulation foe. of Slaves, 
iv. 77. Oe Report of Budget, iv. 15s. Co Hat Tax, iv. agy* On Weft 
JUtdhl expedition, iu. 267. 
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Solicitor General, (Sir John Mitford) on Seditions Meeting Bill, I. 30, gju 
217, 114. Qn Breach of Privilege, i. 434. ii. 813. On Treafon Bill, i\. 90. 
On Hamburgh Jrills, iii. 248. On Succeflion Bill, iii. 272, 498. On Ggmc 
Laws, iv. 3*8. On Motion for expulijon of Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 350. On 
Alie 1 Bill, iv. 357. On real Eftate Succeflion Bill, iv. 371, 418. 

Smith, Mr . R.on Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 578. 

Speaker , the, reports Vice Admiral Hotham’s Letter on receiving thanks of the 
Houfe, i. 103. Thanks to Lord Bridport, i. 104. • On Order, ii. 77. On Pri- 
vi!ege, ii. 518. Recommends lpecial entry on the Journals of reafonsfor agree¬ 
ing to Lords Amendment in Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 519. Acquaints the 
Houfe that he has received a letter from Vice Admiral Cornwallis which ?s read, 
hi. 1. Alfo from Rear Admiral Harvey, (Letter read) iii. 2. On Order on 
Wet Lo.k Bill, ii . 468, 469. States that perfon appointed had completed an 
Index to the eleven lait volumes of Journals, iv. 189. On CuraleS Relief Bill, 
h. 348# 360, 364. On Quakers Relief Bill, iv. 578. 

Speed, Mr. cant attend Jail of the Houfe becaufe arrefted in Ifle of Man. 
Complaint of it as Breach of Privilege, ii. 516. 

. Spencer , Earl, on King’s Speech, i. 82, 86, 94. Moves Thanks to’ Lord* 
Bridport, i. 112. lo Vice Admiral Cornwallis, i. 123. On Mr. Reeves 
i’anphlet, ii. 125. On the Seditious Meeting Bill, 11.322. On Bedford Pe¬ 
tition, 11. 386. On Mefiage relative to foreign troops landed, ii. 387. On con¬ 
duct ox Adminiilration, iv. 319, 321. On Earl of Guildford’s Motion for 
change of Syftcm, iv. 463, 

Stanley , Mr. on Seditious Meeting Bill, i. 177, 225, 235. ii. 45* 117. , On 
Petition from Manchester refpedtmg J’reafon and Seditious Meeting B/U, L 402, 
On the Libel ( Thoughts on Government) i. 430. ii. 28. On Tr ' n Bill, p. 
jc. Prpfents petition frohi Lane after relative to Diililkrj, * 1 Counter 

Petition from Mancheftei, ii. 517. On Bread, ii. 566. ^ **'' 

Steel, Mr. on Army Extraordinaries, ii. ^^ 

Hamburgh Brils, m. 24*. On State 381, 392^ 

iv. 45, 46, 147,150. On Army ExtWSrdmanes, iv. 209. On 
^eachment of iVliniftcrs; iv. 411. 

Stewart Mr. fecond<- Addrefs on King’6 Speech, 1 Ji. 9.'. 

Stephens, Sir Phitp, on Longitude, iv. 156,328,415. 

Stopford Lord Ptfcount, delivers King’s Antwcr to Addrefs, i. i<? 

Sturt, Mr. preicuts Petition iiom London Corrcfpondmg Sociefc i. 409, 
419. On lireacti of Privilege on the author of Thoughts on Gov-'|im£nt, 

4 2 3 * 

Suffolk Petition, prefented, 1. 402. 

Suffjlk, Karl of, on Vote of Credit, iii. 301. 

Sumner Mr. on Culture of Potatoes, iii. 229. On Veterinary College iv« 



* 37 * 

Sutton, Sir li*cbaid, on Caldvn Canal Bill, iii. 512. On Game Laws, iv. 
328. On Dog I ax, iv. 219. 

Sydney, Lord V\fount, on Mr. Burke, ii. 54, 96. On Lincoln Petition, ri. 
394. On Meriagc relative to Negotiation, ii. 391. On ShadwelPs Divorce 
Bill, iii. 396. O.i Collateral Sucttflion Bill, iv. 83 . On Change of Syftem, 
«( harl of (iuildfoid's Motion, iv. 443. * 


T 
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Tax on Legacies, copy of the Bill, Appendix, vol. iii. 3 to 8 o. 

Taxes, ii. 456. _ . 

Tarleton General , cn Addrefs on King’s Speech, r. «8. On Army Efhmates, 
i. 226. -92, 396, 339. ii. 134, 1 39 ' H x \ OnSeoitious Meeting Bill, 1. 33a, 
299.' On Order, u 299. On Returns of Land Forces, i. 388.' On Petition 
from London Cmrefpondin* « o^iety, 1. 421. On Army Extraordinaries, ii. 
216, *17, 224. iv. 415. On i rcaion Bill, 11 407. On 'Tobacco Tax, ii. 488. 
516. On Barracks, iii. 7- On Slave I radc, ni 82, 299, 345, 409 On 
High Price of Corn, ii*. 263, 2; x. Moves for copy of M. Sombricui’a Letter, 
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5 v 83,85. Slave Carrying Bill, iv. 224, 577, On Weft Indier, iv. 263. On 
JMotion for Expulfion of Colonel Cawthorne, iv. 349. On Sardinian Subfidy, 
iv. 351. # On Veterinary College, iv, 357. 

Tajlor, Mr . M . A* on Breach of Privilege, i. 437. petition from Poole, ii. 
"IDJ. On Army Fxtraordinaries, ii. 216. On Banacks, iv. 26. 

narks to Lord B rid port, Sir Alan Gardner, Lord Seymour, Officers, Seamen, 
&c. i. 122, 102. 

nomas Mr, Petition from Chicheftcr, ii. xci. 

Thornton, Mr Henry , on Scarcity,' i. 264. Prcfcnts Petition from Colcliefter 
again ft the Bills, i. 498. From Southwark, ii. 107. * On Apothecaries Petition, 
iii.344. 

2 hornton, Mr S. on Wet Dock Bill, iii. 464. 

Thornton , Mr . R. on Budget, ii. 282. 

Tburlow, Lord, on Treafon Bill, i. 43, 160. In Committee on the Bill, f. 
20$. On Seditious Meeting Bill, ii. 322, 480,483. On Ditto in Committee, 
ii. 447, 448. On Agreement and F cfolut'on on reduced confumption of wheat 
in private families, ii. 459, 460. On Vote of Credit Bill, id 401, 302. On 
Game Laws, iii. 337, 338.V On Shadwclls Divorce Bill, iii. 339, 342, 396, 
397. Oppofes Motion on Report of Committee on "Lord '1 emple's Marriage 
Bills, iii* 354. Debtor and Creditor Bill, iv. 216. 

Town fend Marquis , on King's Speech, i. 79, 89. On Treafon Bill, i* 163, 
165. On Game Laws. iii. 337. 

Treafon Bill, vol. i. 127, 140,453. Copy of it, i. 261, ii. 434. 

Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation with America, Appendix, vol. ?• 
15, Of Dcfenfive Alliance with Ruffia, Appendix vol. i. 33, Of Defensive 
Allianc^^irh Emperor of Germany, Appendix vol. i. 4!. 

%:• Gregory Page, on Budget, ii. 279. On Motion to have Mr* 


^y£j$Nrnt, ii. 515. On State of the Nation, iii. 381, 386. On 
jf - '6n ttrTWSA IIUH 

e? r * n of the proceedings 



ourt Martial, iv. 15. Moves to poft- 
Viay 24 oi May, iv. 192. 


V. 

[ * 

VanfiftaM Mr. on Petitions, 1 . 497. On Bill to enable Juftictrs to regulate 
Price of I.#,our, iii 37,43. Bill for anatomiz.ng Burglareis, iii 404. 

Votes of parliament, leave given to br.ng in a Bill for more cal'y conveyance of, 
ii. 214. 

Vyncr, Mr, prefents Petition from Thirfk againft the tw<> Eills, ii. 235. 
Yeung, STr Will 1 am, on relief of the Poor, 417 488. 

Ter He, Mr. on the Maroon War in Jamaica, in. 156. On Order, iii. 246* 


W. 


Wallace, Mr . on the Bills, i. 506. On Game I aws, iii, 405. 

WalJingbatK, Lord , freonda Addrcfs on King's Speech, i. 56. Brings tip the 
Report on Bill to enahle Lord Temple to marry Lady Eliza Brydgcs, t iii. 353. 
On Shadwcll's Divorce Bill, iii 397. 

Wejlern, Mr, on Treafon Bi i, ii. 408. 

IVeffmorcland Earl cf, on outrage*to the King, i. 4. On Seditious Meeting 
Ii!l,ii. 310. 

Wickham, Mr, his notification to Mr. Earthelcmy at Bade refpedting negotia¬ 
tion, Appendix vol, iv. 4. 

Wiglty, Mr. On Bread, ii 56 6. Prefents Petition from Apothecaries again ft 
MbHplined Perfons felling Medicines, &c. iii. 149. On Bill to enable Court, of 
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